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TRUST THE WINDOWS
MORE REMODELERS DO. 

Andersen® 400 Series products are available in a range of replacement styles with options and accessories to complement  

any home. Plus they offer energy savings and long-lasting beauty. All this with virtually no maintenance. It’s no wonder 

Andersen windows and doors are the most trusted among remodelers. Why choose anything else?

“ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2017 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. MS1703_0409

Building Supplies
Installed Sales of Foam and Fiber Insulation

Condition Crawl Spaces  •  E-shields for Attics  •  Suspended Ceilings

146 GENERAL PULLER HWY., SALUDA, VA 23149
(804) 758-5347

Monday - Friday: 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.



We offer:
Refinance Loans

New Home Loans

Land Loans

Home Construction to Permanent Loans

VA Loans

FHA Advantage Loans for First Homes

USDA Advantage Loans for Rural Borrowers

You receive:
An Experienced, Knowledgeable Mortgage Team

Flexible Terms

30-year and 15-year Fixed-rate Terms 

Local Application Processing

Local Loan Decisions

Local Loan Servicing

Ready to get started? 

Just stop by the Kilmarnock 

Chesapeake Bank branch 

or call one of our mortgage 

loan team members today.

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula, Williamsburg and Richmond  800-434-1181  chesbank.com  Member FDIC  Equal Housing Lender

Tom Richardson

VP & Loan Officer

NMLS #864589

Kilmarnock

804-435-4254

Karen Story

Mortgage Loan Officer

NMLS #689145

Kilmarnock

804-435-4258

Paula Owens

Mortgage Lending Specialist

NMLS #1220119

Kilmarnock

804-435-1181

Migrate to Chesapeake Bank
and we’ll pay for your appraisal
up to $600.                         



400 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

www.BraggCo.com

BRAGG   COMPANY&
Barbara Bragg
(804) 436-6787

Barbara@BraggCo.com

Bo Bragg
(804) 436-7337

Bo@BraggCo.com

Chesapeake Bay’s Historic Northern Neck

MYER’S CREEK
A wonderful floor plan exists in the lovely 4 
bedroom, 3 1/2 bath home with beautiful detailing 
throughout. The outdoor patio with a masonry 
fireplace is the perfect spot for w/f entertaining. 
Pier w/ 14,000# lift. Must see! 

$525,000

CORROTOMAN RIVER
Immaculate 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath contemporary 
with huge views and gorgeous sunsets and plenty 
of garage/workshop space.  Views from every room 
and close to town.  

$699,000 

DYMER CREEK
Spectacular renovation top to bottom on this 
brick home which includes a separate 1,100 sf 
guest home, new pier, lift, boat ramp, and over 6 
feet MLW with long views of Dymer Creek. 

$895,000

CARTER’S CREEK
72 Creekview Drive in the heart of Irvington has it 
all with wraparound views of Carter’s Creek and 
all the way out to the channel. Soaring ceilings 
with walls of glass and abundant natural light. 
Guest house, boat house, and very deep water.  

$1,175,000

CORROTOMAN RIVER
Beautiful main home, guest home, 5 garage bays, 
pool, two bodies of water and 7+’ MLW with 
sand beach.  

$1,199,000

WHITEHOUSE CREEK
Surround yourself with 1,770 feet of waterfront 
and sweeping views from this gorgeous home 
with amazing renovations of the kitchen/living 
areas and master suite all sited on over 7 acres.  

$945,000

INDIAN CREEK
Three bedroom home with a separate garage 
apartment offering endless views to the 
Chesapeake Bay. Blue Water Point is a lovely 
waterfront neighborhood. Protected boat slip.   

$758,000

THE HARBOUR ON INDIAN CREEK
Beautifully appointed 3,300 sq ft townhome 
offering 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2-car garage and a 
deep water pier with water and electricity. Gorgeous 
kitchen and baths.  Quality abounds!

$745,000

HILLS QUARTER
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with a 2 car garage 
is in pristine condition and a must see!  Located 
on the 7th fairway overlooking a natural pond. 
Maintenance free living w/ a community pool, 
tennis courts and club house.   

$289,000

CO O O

CARTER’S CREEK

CO O O

WHITEHOUSE CREEK

INDIAN CREEK DYMER CREEK

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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We're like everyone else, ready for spring. We've been flirting with
warmer weather on and off for a few months but hopefully the 

early morning dusting of snow we had two weeks ago was Old Man 
Winter's final farewell. According to the calendar, spring has officially
arrived.

Thoughts now turn to all things outdoors.
Gardening season is here and we're offering advice on making yours 

a little more magical. Fairy gardening is all the rage and the miniature
figures and accessories are readily available at craft stores, so add
a few to your indoor and outdoor garden areas.

Herb gardening is easy and offers several health benefits, not to
mention the added bonus of being able to add fresh seasonings to your
favorite dishes by simply stepping outside for a few sprigs of
rosemary, thyme or basil.

Keeping your garden free of rodents and critters isn't an easy task
but we've offered a few tips.

It's also the season to view some of the most beautiful homes and
gardens in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula during the annual
historic garden week tours and the Just Gardens tour. We've included
all the information you need on each.

Our annual home and garden supplement also offers a column on 
the state of our local real estate market as well as tips on home
decorating, including a column on designing outdoor living spaces and
an article filled with do-it-yourself project ideas. 

So shake off the winter blues and think spring.Susan & Lisa
susan@rapprecord.com & lisa@rapprecord.com

Fairy Gardens
Add some whimsy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44OOOOO
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GLENN C. COCKRELL

ANTIQUE
PROPERTIES

INC.

glennccockrell@gmail.com
www.gcockrell.com

When was the last 
time you said: WOW, and really meant it? Indeed, this 
property is exquisite, especially in the comfort of  home. 
The only things overlooked here are Dymer Creek and 
Chesapeake Bay. Unsurpassed views from every room. 
Complete privacy. Over 650’ ± of  pristine beach.

Really deep water for your toys and those of  your guests. 
A rare pond of  both salt and fresh water, bordered by 
hundreds of  seasonal, wild hibiscus blossoms. Gourmet 
kitchen of  course! Owner’s suite and multiple guest suites. 
Rooms with high ceilings and walls of  glass. Wide-plank 
hickory floors. 5.32± acres............................$2,750,000.

Timeless best 
describes this distinctive property. Here, life this good 
never goes out of  fashion. Just as living is measured by the 
breaths you take, life is measured by those moments that 
take your breath away. At the confluence of  the creek and 
river, your passions and priorties come together, too.

The water scenes in your panorama will enrich your 
joys of  togetherness, shared with family and friends. A 
really rare 8.4± ac. parcel. Only one waterfront neighbor. 
Large rooms with 10’ ceilings. Indeed, until now, life well 
planned, and life well played. But your best is yet to come, 
don’t make it wait too long. .............................$995,000.

In life, timing 
is everything, and yours is about to be impeccable. You see: 
This is a double your pleasure, double your fun property 
by virtue of  creating a second, prime waterfront home 
site. Both parcels with the same sweeping vistas into the 
bay, across the river, and over the creek have views of  rare 
pristine barrier islands with gorgeous beaches.

Indeed, at this property, tranquility is only the beginning. 
How does “1,100’± of  protected shoreline” sound? How 
about a 4-bay garage with an attached large studio and a full 
bathroom? 4.567± ac. of  upland; 3.97± ac. of  subaqueous 
land. Current pier w/covered slip. ....................$765,000.

The best part of  
fond family memories is making them. Even better, when 
your carefully chosen life-destination marks your sucessful 
departure from worldly challenges. Better still, when 
complex rigors of  living are replaced by simple joys of  life. 
Transforming your own life-long dream into your own 
life-embracing plan will be significant beyond success.

Here, don’t be fooled by the Colonial style of  this modern, 
waterfront home that takes fully rewarding advantage of  
the panaramic views of  this tributary treasure. Its charm 
begins with its immersion among old-growth willow oaks. 
Deep water at the primary of  two piers. ..........$495,000.
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Joseph P. Oliva 
(o) 804-438-5092   
(c) 804-436-4828

Irvington, Virginia 22480
jpoliva208@gmail.com

thejamescohomebuilder.com

Setting the standard of excellence for fine 
homebuilding, renovations and additions in the 
Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula since 1987.

Heirloom quality homes built to suit 
your site, your vision, your budget, and 
the way you like to live.

Parade of Homes by The Bay: 
People’s Choice Award 

1st Place!

Tickets are on sale for the 
Just Gardens event May 12 and 
13 to showcase private gardens 
near the Great Wicomico 
River. 

“It’s a great way to learn 
what grows in the Northern 
Neck,” said tour chairman 
Anne Olsen.

Tickets will be available in 
mid-March, she said. Tour pro-
ceeds will benefit The Haven 
Shelter and Services.

The Olsen garden on a knoll 
overlooking Barrett’s Creek 
is comprised of 21 acres of 
woodland and perennial beds 
that surround their house, 
pool and garden buildings. 
The 28-year-old garden was 
first opened in 2000 for Just 
Gardens. Having gone through 
a slow progression of changes 
and maturing, the garden con-
tinues to evolve as the plants 
and gardeners go through the 
aging process. 

The Curtis garden on 
Hardings Wharf Drive was 
created in the understory of 
towering pines. A collection of 
azaleas highlights the area in 
spring, while hollies, vibur-
nums and Japanese maples 
add color and texture during 
summer and autumn. A series 
of garden niches allow visitors 
to sit and enjoy the views of 
the water and the gardens.

Overlooking Ball Creek off 
the Great Wicomico River, the 
Kosinski garden is a culmina-
tion of 10 years of challenges, 
experimentation and vision. 
Four distinct garden areas; a 
pollinator garden, a designated 
fenced area for family dogs, a 
shade garden and a native plant 
garden have been carved out 
from the hillside. Many of the 
species visitors will see were 
planted with the intention of 

controlling run-off and provid-
ing year round interest through 
color, shape and texture. 

Vervaville, owned by 
Janice Mahoney and house-
mate Charles Smith, sits 
atop a hill with a spectacular 
view overlooking the Great 
Wicomico River. Mahoney 
described the yard, surround-
ing the 100-plus-year-old 
farmhouse, in the beginning 
as “a chaotic scene of wild 
vines and unwanted shrubs.” 
Over the past 19 years she 
has transformed her 4-acre 
yard into nine gardens, a few 
of which include a perennial 
sun, shade and semi-shade 
garden, a memorial tree grove, 
the “stump” garden and the 
original garden bed on the 
slope to the river. The beds 
feature hosta, ferns, heuchera, 
euonymus, pulmonaria, foam 
flower, plumbago, Russian 

Just Gardens slated May 12 and 13

The Curtis Garden on Hardings Wharf Drive is one of five stops on the 2017 Just Gardens tour.

sage, Verbena and daylilies.

Shiloh School, at Shiloh 

School and Balls Neck roads, 
also will be open during the 
two-day tour. Built in 1906, 

the 3-bay schoolhouse is 
listed on the U.S. National 
Register of Historic Places 
and will have bag lunches for 
sale and new bathrooms and 
outdoor picnic tables available 
for use.

Tour tickets are $20 in 
advance and $25 on tour days. 
Tickets may be purchased at 
The Dandelion in Irvington, 
The Pedestal in Kilmarnock, 
Wildest Dreams in Burgess 
and the Shoppe for Haven’s 
Sake in Warsaw.

Tickets also may be pur-
chased at havenshelter.org/
justgardens or by mail until 
May 1. Send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope (#19 busi-
ness size) and check payable 
to The Haven, to Just Gar-
dens, P.O. Box 429, Irvington, 
VA 22480; or call 333-1099 
ext. 12.

Just Gardens has donated 
over $140,000 to The Haven 
Shelter & Services. The 
Haven provides to victims of 
domestic and sexual violence.

Arts on Main at 6580 B Main Street in Gloucester Court House 
is planning a “garden art” exhibit in April. Artists are invited to 
show their work at no charge.

Bring garden art to Arts on Main from noon-5 p.m. on April 5 
to get it hung before the First Friday event from 6-8 p.m. on April 
7. First Friday will feature live music, food and a cash bar. 

For more information, call 824-9464 or 757-810-8175.

Arts on Main to 
feature ‘garden art’
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Have you recently bought a new home? Do you 
look at your current house and think it needs to be 
spruced up? Does your home need a face-lift?  

Do-it-yourself (DIY) home projects have become all 
the rage in homes across the nation. 

People watch HGTV shows like Fixer Upper and browse 
Pinterest and get motivation and inspiration for projects 
for their own home.  

There are an infinite number of DIY projects that can be 
as small or as big as desired but many DIY projects that 
can improve the look of your home can be completed in 
only a weekend. 

Resources are in an abundance for any project imag-

“This is a bedroom that had a terrible looking wood 
floor. I used Pinterest to get my idea to paint the 
floor and turn it into a very cozy nautical guest 
room. “ — Beth Justice, Urbanna

Nick and Amanda Franks of Hampton made this 
coffee mug holder out of a leftover palette from 
one of his construction jobs. 

Home project?
You can do it

by Madison White Franks

D
O

 IT
 YOURSELF

D
O

 IT YOURSELFDIY*
*

*

*
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inable especially with the usefulness of technology and 
the internet. Want to know how to stain a deck? Install 
a backsplash? Replace shingles? Google it and you will 
most likely be able to get detailed instructions and even a 
video showing step-by-step how it’s done. 

For many homeowners, hiring someone for repairs and 
upgrades seems to be the easier route than completing a 
project personally. Some people do not consider them-
selves to be crafty or the DIY type; however, most DIY 
projects are less expensive than hiring a professional. 

To make a DIY project easier and more time efficient, 
have the supplies and tools needed before starting the 
project. 

Advice from people that have dabbled in DIY home 
improvement would be to know your limits and leave gas 
and plumbing to the professionals, YouTube is your friend, 
make sure you have a backup plan and a phone number of 
someone who knows how to do what you are attempting, 
start out simple and research the project thoroughly. 

“Go for it, you learn by doing. Think the project through 
and protect the area surrounding the project. Always 
follow safety rules and you will be set,” said Sandy Nash 
of Saluda. 

Regardless of what your project may be, it is fun to try 
new things. 

Sharon Anthony of White Stone enjoys repur-
posing furniture. “I stripped the chair to the 
frame and added all new padding and re-tied 
the springs. Then I painted the chair and re-
upholstered it.” She also used an old sewing 
cabinent and made it into a small bench with 
a cushioned seat. 

“My husband did this for me. This is Carolina Beach 
House flooring from Coggin Furniture used for the 
rustic accent wall. The mantel came out of my dad’s 
homeplace and had several layers of paint on it. 
My husband sanded it down to get the chippy paint 
look and let the original wood come through.” 
—Dana Wilson, Lottsburg.

continued on the next page
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“My husband built this and I painted it. I am plan-
ning on changing the wreath out with the seasons. 
It is made out of old rough sawn lumber and the 
wreath is bark.” —Laura Longest, Gloucester

“I love crafts, sewing, painting, etc, and love to 
repurpose things. When my youngest daughter 
moved into her own place, she was in need of 
a dining room set and Pinterest quickly reeled 
her in on a set that would be perfect for her 
area. Problem was they were selling for a lot of 
money. From Urbanna’s own thrift store, I found 
the perfect table and chairs for $100. I spent 
about two weeks in total transforming it and 
about $75. In the end, she had her dream dining 
room set for a small fraction of the money.” 
— Debbie Figg, Wake

“Last year, we had water damage caused by a 
plumbing issue in a bathroom. It destroyed carpet, 
padding and baseboards. The project started off 
as replacing carpet and baseboards and painting 
walls. Walls were badly painted years ago by a pre-
vious owner so I had to rip it all down and replace. 
We decided to replace flooring with hardwood. We 
went with a country/primitive style for the room. 
I replaced crown molding and baseboards. We 
took a reclaimed fireplace mantel we got from a 
100-year-old home and restored it and mounted it 
on the wall.” —Mark Ward, Deltaville

continued from the previous page
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“Kilim (pronounced Kill-eem) rugs and pil-
lows are really hot in the decor world right 
now but they also tend to be pretty pricey. I 
recently made some faux Kilim pillows for a 
client and decided that I just had to share how 
to make these because they are so easy and 
inexpensive to make.” 

Supply list: A woven rug from Five Below 
($2), sewing machine and thread, and pillow 
insert and stuffing. 

Step 1: Fold both fringed ends up to the 
center of the rug overlapping them 1.5”-2”. 
Also, make sure the fringed edge you want to 
be on the outside for the finish product is the 
edge underneath the top fringed edge. 

Step 2: You can use stick pins to hold the 

edges in place and sew the two open sides 
(not the fringed edges). 

Step 3: Turn the pillow right side out and 
stuff with your pillow insert or stuffing and 
enjoy your cute new pillow! 

Holly Tompkins of LoveTheTompkins.
com shared some of her favorite simple 
DIY projects. 

“I love cooking and used to use cookbooks all the time but now it 
seems like I’m always going to my Pinterest account to look up a new recipe. I cre-
ated a cute little tablet rest that I use in the kitchen to prop up my iPad so that I can 
follow my recipe hands free.” 

Supply list: 
1/2” or 1” plywood or white wood 
1” x 2” trim 
Wood Glue 
Clamps 
Spray paint 
Trim nailer or hammer 
Flat corner braces (2) 
Corner braces (2) 
Drill or screw driver. 

Step 1: I cut my plywood 7 3/4” wide, 9 3/4” tall. I have an iPad mini so I wanted 
a 1” border around my iPad when it was sitting on the rest. If you have a full sized 
iPad or other tablet you can measure 1” around your tablet to determine the size 
you’ll require. Then I cut a 7 3/4” piece of the 1”x2” trim. For the last piece I used 
the 1” x 2” trim and cut a 4” long piece and then cut diagonally lengthwise to 
achieve a triangle shape. 

Step 2: I glued the 7 3/4” trim piece to the bottom of the plywood which will serve 
as the ledge the iPad will sit on. I clamped the two together for drying purposes. 
After the glue was dry, I used my trim nailer to nail the piece in place ensuring it’s 
placement. 

Step 3: Next I glued and nailed the diagonally cut piece trim—this piece will act 
as the stand for the entire rest. It was very important that I positioned the trim on 
the back at the very bottom of the plywood, so it would be at the same end of the 
plywood as the ledge, just on the other side of the plywood. The cut edge of the trim 
is the glued edge and the thick party of the triangle will be the bottom. This allows 
the iPad rest to lean back just enough to be convenient for tablet leaning. 

Step 4: I decided to finish my tablet rest by painting it white and then adding flat 
braces and corner braces (found at Lowe’s or any other hardware store), but any 
color or stain would look great on this tablet rest! 

Give these projects a shot
Tablet Rest

Boho Chic Pillow Tutorial

DO IT YOURSELF

DO IT YOURSEL
F DIY*

*

*

*
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“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation.  
©2017 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. MS170X_XXXX

Andersen® A-Series windows and doors are based on the style of home you want. Whether it’s a stately Queen 

Anne, a bold Modernist design or anything in between, you can now create it with the best-performing, most energy- 

efficient products Andersen has ever offered. Don’t just imagine your dream home. Build it with Andersen.

Authentic to your dream.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY. KNOWLEDGABLE SALES STAFF AND BEST BEST PRICES IN THE ENTIRE REGION!

17144 KINGS HIGHWAY
MONTROSS, VA
804-493-9588
NNBS1.COM

Northern Neck
Building Supply, Inc.

Est. 1931

DUNTON, SIMMONS & DUNTON, LLC

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

THE AREA’S OLDEST AND LARGEST LAW FIRM.

LISTED, BAR REGISTER OF PREEMINENT LAWYERS

TM

MORE THAN 80 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 

NORTHERN NECK

AMMON G. DUNTON, JR.

CRAIG H. SMITH

WILLIAM R. CURDTS

J. RAWLEIGH SIMMONS

MORGAN W. ALLEY

JOHN C. HODGES

ELIZABETH B. HURD

E. STANLEY MURPHY

WESLEY M. CHARLTON

Post Office Box 5               (804) 435-4000

678 Rappahannock Drive   (800) 435-1611

White Stone, Virginia     www.dsdlaw.com

Hours: 7:30 - 5:30 M-F, 7:30 - 5:00 Sat.

Farm & Home Supply, LLC
Hardware, Pet Food & Supplies, 

Large Greenhouse, Echo Power Equipment, 
Husqvarna  Equipment, Small Engine Repair,

New $1.00 Section

469 N. Main St., PO Box 249
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177
SOUTHERN

STATES

14721 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Saluda, VA

804-758-3333
Repairs  •  Relining

Cleaning  •  Dryer Vents
804-693-2859

www.oldtownsweep.com
zsooty1@verizon.net

Since the advent of supermar-
kets and warehouse stores, many 
food shoppers have embraced 
buying in bulk. Buying in bulk 
can help shoppers save money 
and avoid last-minute trips to the 
grocery store in search of miss-
ing ingredients, but all those extra 
items also necessitate more care-
ful pantry planning.

1. Declutter
It’s difficult to get organized if 

you’re holding on to items you no 
longer use. Therefore, go through 
the pantry and find any expired 
foods and half-eaten items that 
have gravitated to the back of the 
cabinet or closet. 

2. Empty the rest

How to organize the pantry
Before placing items back in 

the pantry, take inventory of what 
you have. Getting them out in 
the open will enable you to see 
exactly what’s there and get an 
idea of what you purchase the 
most. This will help you set up 
food zones or purchase contain-
ers that will fit your pantry better. 
If you have unspoiled foods that 
you are unlikely to eat, donate 
them to a food bank. Now that 
the pantry is empty, take this 
opportunity to clean and adjust 
the shelves.

3. Downsize from bulky 
packaging

Bulky packages may not fit in 
your pantry. Invest in plastic or 

glass containers with lids that will 
keep foods visible, neat and fresh. 

4. Establish food zones
Establishing food zones is a 

great way to organize a pantry 
and make meal time more effi-
cient. Group breakfast foods 
together and store pastas and 
sauces near each other. Use a 
basket for baking items, includ-
ing smaller spices or things that 
can get lost in large cabinets. 

5. Keep a running inventory
Routinely look in the pantry to 

determine what you need. This 
prevents overspending on items 
you already have and also ensures 
your pantry won’t grow cluttered 
with repeat items.

Watch the blue boxes for The Rivah Visitor's 

Guide! On stands April 27
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Commercial. Residential. Remodels. Repairs

Poyants Plumbing & Heating
For all your plumbing & heating needs

Licensed & Insured 804.580.0004

Open Wednesday - Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Cindy Lloyd Design 

804-333-6463

Hunter Douglas, Window Fashions, Draperies, 
Furniture, Area Rugs & Decorative Accessories

In Home Design Consultations
Affordable  •  Maintenance Free

Urbanna, Va. • (804) 758-2037
www.rivahrooms.com 

Call for a FREE Estimate! 
Serving Tidewater for over 25 years
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by Larry Chowning 

What do you do when you've watched 
and nurtured that great big tomato, squash 
or watermelon and the day you go to pick 
it there's a big bite out of its side or, even 
worse, it is gone!

"Why didn't I pick it yesterday?" is my first 
response. Then I ask, "What varmint took 
my prized vegetable?"

Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula 
gardeners face a great number of challenges 
when it comes to raising vegetables and fruit 
for the kitchen. There are birds, bugs and 
insects that love to munch on your favorite 
homegrown delicacies. 

Birds and insects are one thing; however, 
what can be even more challenging to con-
trol are bigger critters such as deer, voles, 
moles, groundhogs, squirrels, rabbits and 
turtles—just to name a few. 

Take those pesky voles for example, they 
not only munch on beets and other root 
vegetables, but will tunnel across my lawn 
from the vegetable garden to my wife's 
prized flower bed and munch on the bulbs 
and roots of her best perennial plants and 
annuals. To make matters worse, my dogs 
tear up the yard—digging diligently through 
the tunnels— with hopes of snagging a vole, 
which happens once in a blue moon. 

And then there's that terrapin (box turtle) 
the grandchildren love to search for in the 
garden, and when they find it they turn 
it over on its back and play with it. It's fun 
and they even name the little critter. Then 
comes that day when everyone is gone and 
my prized tomato, well caged by the way, 
has a big bite out of the side thanks to that 
box turtle. 

Turtles can stand up and stretch their 
heads a quarter mile to get at those caged 
fruits and vegetables. At least a groundhog 
takes the whole thing!

My wife and I have gotten so we attempt 
to grow enough for everyone which, except 
for that moment when I find the bite out of 
my prize tomato, makes for a more tolerable 
garden life.

But for those of you willing to fight with 
those critters for every cucumber, every let-
tuce leaf, every tomato, here are some tips to 
keep those varmints away from your garden:

Voles 
Sometimes referred to as field mice, voles 

are outdoor pests. Their digging and feed-
ing activity can cause significant damage in 
the garden. Voles are primarily vegetarians 
and their favorite foods include seeds, nuts, 
flower bulbs and plant roots. 

Voles dig shallow tunnels in and around 
plant roots and then eat the roots. They also 
make good use of mole tunnels, which give 
them easy access to the root zone. In the 
fall, partially eaten potatoes, carrots, beets 
and other root crops are indications of vole 
activity. 

Voles can be repelled with a castor oil spray 
and commercial predator urine. Flower 
bulbs can be protected at the start inside 
bulb cages. When planting bulbs, crushed 
oyster shells or finely-crushed gravel can be 
placed around the bulb to deter these tun-
neling pests. Dogs and cats get a treat out of 
searching for and catching moles and voles. 
Most home pets do, however, tear the yard 
up and when they catch one, they bring 
their prize home and lay it on the doorstep.

Squirrels 
Squirrels sometimes eat part of a tomato 

and leave the rest behind. Other times they 
eat the entire fruit. Beans, squash, cucum-
bers and eggplants are all "squirrel favor-
ites."

Search online and you’ll find many reci-
pes for repelling squirrels. Some feature 
capsaicin, the compound that gives hot 
peppers their heat. Others include pepper-

Don't let your garden become 
a feeding station for critters

Cages like the one above keep out most critters but it does not 
prevent voles and other digging pests from sneaking underneath.

There are all kinds of good garden fences, but usually a determined 
critter can find a way in.

A box turtle can reach much higher than one would think to take a 
bite from a ripe tomato.



March 30, 2017  •  windows on the Bay • 15

mint oil or vinegar—or a combination of 
these ingredients. Gardeners report vary-
ing success with these home brews. Reap-
ply these sprays after rain, and don’t spray 
plant parts you intend to eat. Commercial 
repellent and granules also can be sprinkled 
around the garden. 

Squirrels are not a problem in my garden 
as my dogs keep them away as well as over in 
my neighbor's garden. The family cat is also 
a good squirrel repellant.

Deer and Rabbits
Deer and rabbits enjoy a good garden 

too. Some think a good fence will work for 
deer and rabbits. However, when deer are 
hungry enough they will jump a pretty high 
fence. As for rabbits, the fence has to be low 
enough to the ground to keep them from 
squeezing under. 

Natural repellents for deer and rabbits are 
human and dog hair. Ole timers swear by 
it and I've found that it works. Also, plastic 
grocery bags can be tied to a tree and the 
wind blowing the bag may make enough 
noise to scare rabbits and deer away.

Groundhogs
Groundhogs can be as destructive as 

a deer. Methods of keeping them away 
include placing objects that make a rattling 
noise around your vegetable and flower 
beds—items such as pinwheels can some-
times scare them away. String aluminum 
pie plates near the garden for noise. A fence 
might keep them out, but from my expe-
rience a groundhog will dig under most 
fences. They say angle the fence wire at the 
bottom so that the part underground sticks 
toward the outside of the garden. 

Companies market groundhog repel-
lant they claim smells like the urine of 
groundhog predators. My best groundhog 
defender was an 85-pound Hines 64 dog 
named Tanner. He hated groundhogs and 
they hated him. Unfortunately, Tanner died 
in December of old age at 12. I'll probably 
see some groundhogs this spring.

Terrapins
Box turtles love to live in a garden. Sixty 

percent of a box turtle's diet is composed 
of insects. They help our gardens by eating 
grubs, snails, grasshoppers and crickets—
but don't get too excited—they also eat our 
blueberries, tomatoes and other garden fare. 

The best thing to do is move a box turtle far 
enough away that he might not come back. 
However, if you have children and grand-
children that love turtles, like mine, it might 
be best to keep the turtle and put up with 
losing a tomato or two.

Chipmunks
Chipmunks can be persistent and cre-

ative when it comes to destroying a garden. 
They are great diggers and love seeds and 
roots below ground. They are not easy to 
fence, but one home remedy that seems to 
work is sprinkling cayenne, chili powder or 
some other hot, intense spice around your 
garden. This is a non-toxic way of solving 
the problem. Chipmunks can be trapped in 
live traps and taken elsewhere. The best bait 
is peanut butter, oats and nut meats.

Raccoons
Raccoons would much prefer searching 

through your garbage can for steamed crab 
leftovers than eating tomatoes from your 
garden, but they will on occasion take over 
a sweet corn patch and leave a mess. Signs 
they have dined there include gnawed cob 
ends, scattered kernels and shredded husks. 
You can try whatever, but a determined rac-
coon is pretty slick. The best way to keep 
him out of the garden is to decoy him with 
scattered fish heads and picked crab left-
overs positioned in your yard—far away 
from your garden.

Crows
Crows can work over a corn patch too. 

One remedy is to buy a plastic crow and 
hang it upside down in a tree near the 
garden. Crows are a lot like raccoons though 
in that they are pretty slick when it comes to 
outfoxing humans. You can try a scarecrow 
or sound objects, such as a wind chime, but 
the best way to get rid of them is to shoo 
them away with a water hose. That, how-
ever, is only a temporary fix. If they want to 
come back, they will!

I have found with my own garden that 
for whatever reason when I come up with 
a remedy that stops one critter, there always 
seems to be another critter coming into my 
garden and munching down. 

There is something good about sharing 
with others. However, I wish sometimes 
some of these critters would share a little 
more with me!

Human and animal hair scattered throughout the garden is a good 
way to keep deer and rabbits from enjoying your harvest.

The family dog can make life miserable for a groundhog. There also 
are a commercial groundhog repellants supposedly made from the 
urine of  groundhogs enemies.

Raccoons much prefer a fish head or a crab shell than anything from 
your garden. They do, however, like sweet corn (remember Old 
Yeller).
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The average home built in 2016 was 2,634 
square feet, smaller than homes built the year 
prior, per recent data by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
The downsize, according to the National 
Association of Home Builders (NAHB), is in 
response to first-time homebuyers.

"The data on new home characteristics show 
a pattern," said Rose Quint, assistant vice presi-
dent for survey research at the NAHB. "2016 
marked the end of an era that began in 2009 
when homes got bigger and bigger with more 
amenities. I expect the size of homes to con-
tinue to decline as demand increases from first-
time buyers."

The NAHB's recent Home Builder Prefer-
ences Survey reveals that in addition to closer 
quarters, new homes are now being constructed 

with separate laundry rooms, which are in-
demand by both first-time homebuyers and 
other generations of buyers. Energy-efficient 
add-ons are also a top preference, as well as a 
main floor full bathroom. Features on their way 
out include cork flooring, an outdoor kitchen, 
and a pet washing station.

For decades there's been a "bigger is better" 
mentality. But these days, super-sized homes 
and McMansions are out. Small and cozy is 
what's cool.

"Millennials are entering the housing 
market and they're deciding that less is more," 
explained real estate expert JP Piccinini. "They 
don't feel the need to show off and buy homes 
they can't afford the way their parents did in the 
80s and 90s." (source: RISMedia)     

Small and cozy is what's cool
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Licensed & Insured
Class A Contractor

Chris Hanley, Owner
66 Commerce Dr. White Stone Va.

804-436-7378 
hanleyelectrical@yahoo.com 
hanleyelectricalservices.com

Most major credit cards accepted

Serving the Northern Neck and 
Surrounding Counties since 2005

24-Hour Emergency Service
   

*Participating Contractor Dominion Virginia Power Energy Efficiency Program

Spring Opening

804-529-7578  Lottsburg, Virginia
allisonsacehardware.com

Your Lawn & Garden Destination

It’s the time of year to start sprucing up the exterior of 
your home. We love to think about

it as bringing the inside, outside! But where do you 
start? The warmer weather will no doubt lend to dining 
and lounging outside, so let’s bring your kitchen and living 
room to the exterior.

Do you have an outdoor kitchen? Looking to build 
one? If so, there are a lot of great options for cabinetry 

styles and countertop surfaces. A fun trend is to pour a 
concrete top with an integrated sink, for example. You can 
even make it simple with shelving in place of the cabinets 
below the countertop for firewood storage. If you already 
have an outdoor kitchen, consider repainting the cabinets 
or switching out the style of stone on your outdoor fire-
place. A simple stone slab on the face of the fireplace will 
feel more contemporary while irregular stones will feel 
more traditional. How you do it all depends on your aes-
thetic. You can also incorporate a bar area outside. These 

are wonderful for entertaining while grilling 
or just enjoying one of our beautiful water 
views and sunsets.

Have fun with different bar stools and 
lighting over the bar. Incorporate cafe string 
lights for ambiance. There is so much you 
can do to create your own paradise out-
side. For lounging areas, don’t be afraid to 
use cushions on furniture for comfort. The 
Interior Furnishing Industry has made huge 
strides in creating furniture, materials that 
hold up to the elements. Outdoor fabrics are 
now solution-dyed acrylic, making cushions 
and pillows more weather (and cocktail spill) 
friendly. Place outdoor rugs under foot. Rugs 
that are as soft as your bedroom carpet are 
now at your disposal and are more durable.

As for furniture, there are so many choices 
for all materials and budgets. You can find 
beautiful selections for furniture from Tar-
get’s Dwell Studio line to the very high-end, 
remarkable (and local) McKinnon & Harris.

If you’re shopping without a designer, 
keep in mind that buying a set of all match-
ing furniture can be okay but it’s way more 
fun to mix and match. It is key to creating 
a well designed, beautiful space that is more 
“yours” whether for the interior or exterior. 
Don’t buy all matching chairs, sofa, coffee 
table from the same collection from the same 
store!

Add in a different chair, a table, rug, etc 
to complete the look. Use different materi-
als; there are so many to choose from that 
hold up in the weather. Teak, metal, wicker, 
upholstered, ipe, concrete are all wonderful 

options. Mix a teak sofa and chairs with a concrete coffee 
table. Or mix an upholstered sofa with rattan chairs. The 
possibilities are endless!

Adding drapery to outdoor spaces can be key. Since so 
many of our elements and materials in an outdoor space 
are hard surfaces (terrace, porches, housing materials) 
adding drapery panels can be a nice way to soften and 
“dress” the space but also can be extremely helpful in con-
trolling the sunlight and temperatures.

And don’t forget lighting. The same goes for outdoor 
spaces as it does for interior. You do not want your space to 
have only overhead lighting or one type of lighting. A mix 
is best and will give you the best ambient light. Recessed 
cans are great for task lighting but pendants or a chandelier 
as well as wall lights are essential. Add an outdoor table 
lamp or floor lamp to add soft, shaded light. Nothing will 
make an outdoor space feel more like a living room than 
a shaded lamp! Look for weighted or heavier lamps that 
can handle the occasional wind we tend to have around the 
Northern Neck...and stay away from glass!

Wish you could watch TV outside? You sure can. Bring-
ing the TV out is important to lots of people now. Make 
sure to have the proper wiring in place and while you are at 
it go ahead and wire for outdoor speakers so you can have 
soft music while entertaining.

The most important part of your outdoor living space is 
to make it yours. Choose colors and styles that you abso-
lutely love. Even if you just bring new candles and acces-
sories outside to your existing porch, refreshing your space 
will make you feel good and be ready for spring!

Adrianne Bugg and Brandeis Short are the principals of 
Pillar & Peacock, a full-service interior design firm with 
offices in Irvington, Richmond, and Florence, Alabama. 
804.306.3275, interiors@pillarandpeacock.com.

Indoor Living Outdoors: 
Bringing the Inside Out

Brandeis Short and Adrianne Bugg

by Brandeis Short and Adrianne Bugg
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IDEAS FOR SPRUCING UP YOUR HOME 

 
Decorating Den Interior ’ commitment to excellence  
since 1969 has made us a leader in the decorating field.   
With over 150 manufacturers dedicated to working  
with me, I have a beautiful selection to fit your style and budget.  

 

(o) 804.776.0016 • (c) 804.832.2727
www.henleycabinetry.com

The annual Gloucester Daffo-
dil Festival, set for Saturday and 
Sunday, April 1-2, is a celebra-
tion of spring and a Gloucester 
County tradition since 1987. 

The public is invited to watch 
the festival parade, meet the 
Daffodil Festival Queen and 
the scholarship winner. Tour 
the internationally known daf-
fodil farms at Brent & Becky’s 
Bulbs, enjoy rides and games, 
take part in a talk on garden-
ing, shop the festival's many 
art and craft vendors, listen to 
live music performances, have 
a tasty treat, and enjoy the chil-
dren's area that will feature 
pony rides, face painting and 
more.

The festival will be held in 
the Historic Court Circle in 
Gloucester Court House. The 
Gloucester Parks and Recreation 
Department is the show pro-
moter.

Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
April 1, and noon to 5 p.m. on 
April 2. There is no admission 
charge.

For more information, visit 
www.daffodilfestival.va.org.

Gloucester Daffodil 
Festival is April 1-2



March 30, 2017  •  windows on the Bay • 19

Cathy Rowe
crowe@pleasantlife.com

4503 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA
Visit our website: www.pleasantlife.com

806 Middle Gate – HILLS QUARTER

MILL CREEK – WAKE, VA

293 Cox Farm Road – KILMARNOCK

7 Norwood Street – KILMARNOCK

$289,000

$349,900

$197,500

$192,500

SATURDAY 
APRIL 22

11AM-5PM

20172017
SPRINGSPRING

OF OF 
TASTE TASTE 

20172017
SPRINGSPRING

OF OF 
TASTE TASTE 

Did you know… You can view Windows on the Bay on your phone, tablet, or computer? 
Search for “Southside Sentinel” or “Rappahannock Record” in the app store!
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Good-bye to lawn mowing
Herbs are a low maintenance alternative to grass. Plant an aromatic lawn or spice up that 

pathway with chamomile, Corsican mint or creeping thyme. Plant 15 to 20 plants per square 
yard.

Chamomile, a favorite of the ancient Egyptians, forms a 
dense evergreen mat that smells deliciously like apples, is a 
perennial that grows to a height of 6” and can take either full 
sun or part shade. It’s daisy-like white flowers can be used 
to treat symptoms of colds and to soothe stomachaches and 
nerves. Mowing or weed whacking it a few times will perma-
nently dwarf it to lawn height and simplify upkeep. 

Corsican mint, from Corsica in the Mediterranean, has 
bright green leaves, miniature pale purple flowers and is the 
lowest of the low growing herbs. In full sun, it measures a 
mere 1/2” tall in bloom and forms a dense mat barely 1/4" tall 
without flowers. It can be grown in part shade to shade, but 
the plants will be taller and less tightly formed than when it 
is planted in sun. 

Thyme comes in several varieties and scents which, when combined, create a tapestry of 
flowering colors. The low growing variety measures 4-6” tall and can grow in a dense mat as 
ground cover or spill over rocks on hillsides. My shaded plantings did not do well.

A tasty garden
Kick up your cooking a notch with fresh flavors straight from a kitchen garden and take advan-

tage of the many botanical remedies they offer. Following, you’ll find just a few.

Herbs at your fingertips and beneath 
your feet will flavor your day

by Audrey Thomasson

Spring is in the air—a perfect time to get outdoors and put a little effort into sprucing up that 
tired garden. 

If, like me, you have little time and lack talent in all things green—think herbs. They are easy to 
grow with a little sunshine and water, soil that drains well and an organic herb fertilizer or com-
post. Many herbs do well in pots—but they prefer the ground where they can spread out and, if you 
don’t watch it, take over. 

Herbs present a trilogy of benefits. They enhance a garden with fragrance and freshen up reci-
pes, all while providing medicinal and organic benefits for good health.

I’ve found some herbs that work best in our little corner of Zone 7. The key is to plant them in the 
right place and don’t over water. They love full sun where summer temps don’t top 90 degrees too 
often. Otherwise, plant in filtered sun or where they are exposed to at least four hours of morning 
sun. Water lightly when they get dry. 

They make great ground covers and do well in containers on the porch or as a windowsill herb 
collection in the kitchen. And many are natural repellents to those pesky summer bugs. 

Whether you use them in the kitchen or enjoy them in the garden, you can’t go wrong. 

Basil: A favorite herb that 
will settle the stomach, pro-
vide antidepressant benefits 
and is a natural disinfectant. 
Basil is known for its many 
varieties offering spicy flavor 
for soups, sauces, salads, 
omelets and with meat, poultry 
and fish. Planting: Sow seeds 
near a sunny window or in a 
greenhouse in early spring. Transplant to garden or pots in early 
summer or sow seeds directly into the garden in late spring.

Bay leaf: Great for the gastro-
intestinal system, protects against 
cardiovascular disease and used 
against colds and infection. In 
our climate, the plant grows best 
in a container. Bay Laurel won’t 
tolerate cold or extreme heat, so 
being mobile will give it a better 
chance of longevity. Needs prun-
ing and as an evergreen, you’ll 
have fresh leaves all year. Fresh 
leaves are much more flavorful than dried, so experiment. Great 
in soups, stews, marinades and steamed seafood. It complements 
pot roast, tomato sauces and when boiling vegetables and potatoes. 
Remove the leaf before serving.

Chives: Known for provid-
ing 16% of what’s needed in 
vitamin K for strengthening 
bones and limiting neuronal 
damage in the brain that leads 
to Alzheimer’s. Leaves have a 
mild onion flavor. Chop and 
add to salads, egg and cheese 
dishes, cream cheese, mashed 
potatoes, sandwich spreads 
and sauces. Save the flowers 
for salads. Planting: Sow seeds 
in spring or fall, 1/2" deep in 
rows 12" apart. As soon as the 
seedlings are established, thin 
within the rows to 6” apart. Or 
set out nursery grown plants in early spring, 9-12” apart.

Coriander: Good for treat-
ment of skin inflammation, 
lowering cholesterol levels and 
many other disorders. Grind 
dried seeds to powder and dust 
over veal, pork or ham before 
cooking. Young leaves are 
known as cilantro. The roots, 
which can be frozen, are used 
to flavor soup or serve chopped 
with avocados. Planting: Sow 
seeds in early spring, 1/4” deep 
in rows 12" apart. Thin within 
established seedling to 6” apart.
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Dill: Helps reduce depres-
sion, lowers cholesterol and is 
a natural bug repellent. Both 
seeds and leaves have a sharp, 
slightly bitter taste. Use dried 
or fresh leaves, known as dill 
weed, to flavor fish, soups, 
salads, meat, poultry, omelets 
and potatoes. Try sprinkling 
dill on sliced cucumbers in a 
sandwich. Planting: Sow seeds 
in early spring, 1/4” deep in 
rows 9" apart. Thin within 
established seedlings to 9” 
apart. 

Fennel: Fennel is used 
against anemia, indigestion, 
other disorders and weight 
loss. Used extensively in Ital-
ian cooking. Leaves have a 
sweetish flavor. Tastes great 
in sauces for fish; also useful 
with pork or veal, in soups and 
in salads. Seeds have a sharper 
taste. You can also use the bulb. 
Planting: Sow groups of 3 to 4 
seeds in mid-spring, 1/3” deep 
and 18” apart. Thin out weak-
est seedlings in established 
groups.

Lavender: Believed to have 
antiseptic and anti-inflamma-
tory properties and is useful 
for treating digestive issues, 
anxiety, insomnia and depres-
sion. It’s use has broadened in 
the last few years beyond soaps 
and perfumes. No one wants 
a soap-flavor in sauces, mari-
nades and desserts, so a small 
amount of the fragrant, delicate 
Provencal plant takes a ho-hum 
flavor to international delight. 
Planting: Set nursery-grown 
plants in spring, 12” apart. 
Dry lavender for culinary use 
by snipping the stems off the 
plant just after the flowers have 
opened and hang the stems upside down or lay them flat to dry. 
Wash the buds well, then dry-roast them to remove some of the 
floral taste or grind in a coffee grinder to improve the texture. 

Mint: Mint is great for reliev-
ing nausea and headaches. 
Brew leaves into tea or use as 
garnish in cold drinks—Mint 
Julep, comes to mind. Spear-
mint is generally used to make 
mint sauce or jelly. Sprinkle 
dried or fresh leaves over lamb 
before cooking. Planting: In 
autumn or spring, plant 4 to 6” 
pieces of root 2” deep and 12” 
apart. Water well. Check root’s 
tendency to overtake nearby 
plant roots by sinking boards or bricks 1’ deep around beds or by 
planting in bottomless pots dug into the garden bed.

Oregano: Leaves or a couple 
drops of oregano oil in a bowl 
of steaming water will relieve 
sinus infections. Drape a towel 
over your head while leaning 
over the bowl and inhale the 
vapor. Studies suggest oreg-
ano has antibacterial and anti-
microbial properties. Some 
poultry farmers use the oil 
instead of antibiotics to keep 
their chickens healthy and the 
beef industry uses the herb to 
prolong the shelf life of steaks. 
It is a popular herb in Italian and Greek dishes. When dried, great 
in craft projects like wreaths. It has a robust scent and flavor. Low 
trailing growth makes it a good seasonal ground cover with white 
flowers in late summer. Prefers a sunny spot in zone 7 and likes 
afternoon shade. Cut back in late spring to make bushier. Bring 
inside in winter. 

Parsley: Another source for 
vitamin K. It is good for bone 
health and is used for preven-
tion of cancer and diabetes. 
Mix leaves into salads, soups, 
stews, casseroles and omelets. 
Serve as fresh garnish with 
meat, fish and onion dishes. 
Planting: Sow seeds in mid-
spring for summer cutting, 
midsummer for autumn and 
winter cuts. Soak seeds over-
night and sprinkle thinly in 
soil. Thin established seedlings 
to 9-10” apart.

Rosemary: Credited with 
many benefits, such as the 
ability to boost memory, 
improve mood, reduce inflam-
mation, relieve pain, improve 
the immune system, stimulate 
circulation and prevent bacte-
rial infections and premature 
aging. Another perennial plant 
that grows best in a pot without 
exposure to cold. Clipping pro-
motes growth. Use for cook-
ing, medicine, cosmetics and 
household products. 

Sage: Besides burning to 
cleanse your house of spirits, 
sage is known for its natu-
ral antiseptic, preservative 
and bacteria-killing abilities 
in meat as well as improving 
brain function and preventing 
chronic diseases. Dried sage 
leaves are a traditional ingre-
dient of poultry stuffing. Also 
use with lamb, pork, sausage and in cheese dishes and omelets. 
Planting: Can be grown from seeds sown in early spring. Set out 
nursery grown plants in mid-spring about 1’ apart.
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Tarragon: Has great antiox-
idant properties to rid the body 
of free radicals. Throughout 
history, tarragon has been used 
as an aid for toothaches. The 
anise-flavored leaves are great 
chopped and used in soups, 
salads, egg dishes, stews and 
soft cheeses. Excellent with 
lamb. Serve in melted butter 
with fish, steak or vegetables. 
Makes good flavoring for vinegar when leaves are steeped for 2 
or 3 weeks. Planting: Not easy to start from seeds. Set out nurs-
ery-grown plants in early spring, 18” apart.

Thyme: Some species of 
thyme are found to reduce 
blood pressure and lower cho-
lesterol. Also used as a natural 
cough remedy. Rub chopped 
leaves (fresh or dried) onto 
beef, lamb, veal or pork before 
roasting. Sprinkle over eggs, 
cheese dishes, vegetables, fish 
or poultry. Add to soups, stews 
stuffings and rice. Brew into tea with a little rosemary and mint. 
Planting: Sow seeds in mid-spring in shallow rows 2’ apart. 
When seedlings are established, thin to 6" spacings. 

Botanical Recipes
Monet’s Table: 
Impressionist Claude Monet’s gardens at Giverny were an inspiration for his paintings and meals 

with friends. Imagine Monet dining outdoors with Renoir, Pissarro, Degas and Cézanne. 
From Monet’s cooking journal:
Cuisson des crevettes et des crabes
(Cooking shrimp and crab) 
Salt the water with sea salt, then add whole peppercorns and small quantities of parsley, thyme 

and bayleaf. Bring the water to a boil and plunge the shrimp or crab into it. Shrimp is cooked from 
2 to 4 minutes, crab from 5 to 15 minutes, depending on size. Serve the shellfish warm. 

Martha Stewart’s French court bouillon for poaching fish
Combine two parts water to one part white wine, along with chopped carrots, onions, some 

thyme and a bay leaf. Cover and simmer one hour before adding fish. Use enough liquid to immerse 
the fish completely.

Biltmore Estate’s Focaccia bread 
 • 2 1/4 cups very warm water (120-130 degrees)

• 6 1/2 cups bread flour
 • 1/4 cup olive oil

• 1 tablespoon salt
 • 2 tablespoons dried basil

• 2 tablespoons dried thyme
 • 1 tablespoon dried oregano

• 2 tablespoons rapid-rise yeast
 • 1/4 cup olive oil
In a heavy duty mixer, combine water, flour and the next five ingredients. Stir at low speed 45 

seconds using dough hook attachment. Add yeast to center of mixture; stir 45 seconds. Increase to 
second speed, mist 6 to 7 minutes.

Cover and let rise in a warm place (85 degrees), free from draft, 30 minutes or until doubled in 
bulk. Punch dough down; divide in half.

Brush two 15- x 10- x 1" jelly roll pans with 2 tablespoons olive oil each. Roll each dough por-
tion into a 15- x 10" rectangle and place in prepared pans. Cover and let rise in a warm place 20 
minutes or until doubled.

Using fingertips, dimple the surface of the dough in both pans. Bake at 375 degrees for 20 min-
utes or until golden. Cut or tear into squares. 16 servings.

Sparkling lavender lemonade
Fresh lavender gives a delicious twist to this sparkling lemonade. Garnish with a lavender sprig.
Lavender lemonade:

• 1/2 can of frozen lemonade
  • 1 cup chilled lavender syrup (recipe below)

• 20 ounces of sparkling water or champagne
 • Stir all ingredients together until combined. 

• For an optional twist, pour a small amount of cranberry juice over ice in each glass. 
 • Top with lemonade and add a small lavender sprig.
Lavender syrup:
  • 3/4 cup sugar

• 1/2 cup water
  • 1 tablespoon fresh lavender buds, crushed
Stir all ingredients together in a medium saucepan and bring to a boil over medium-high heat. 

Stir until the sugar is dissolved. Remove from heat and refrigerate. Strain before using.

Rosemary hair rinse
Rosemary has natural antiseptic properties which give this rinse the added bonus of keeping the 

scalp healthy and clean after several uses. Herbal rinses need to build up over time.
 • 1 tablespoon fresh rosemary leaves or 1⁄2 tablespoon dried 

• 1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves or 1⁄2 tablespoon dried 
 • 2 cups boiling water 
Place herbs in a glass bowl and pour boiling water over them. Allow leaves to steep until cool. 

Strain liquid and pour into a clean container. 
After shampooing, pour the rinse over your hair. Do not rinse.
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Although it’s virtually 
impossible to count them, 
insects are the most diverse 
group of organisms on the 
planet. Nine hundred thou-
sand different kinds of 
insects are known to exist. 
At any given time, it is esti-
mated that there are around 
10 quintillion individual 
insects living.

Gardeners grow frustrated 
when seeing their gardens 
infested with insects. In an 
effort to restore their gar-
dens, homeowners might be 
tempted to eradicate any bug 
that moves in their yards. 
But gardeners would be wise 
to first learn which insects 
are hurting their gardens and 
which can actually help gar-
dens in the long run.

 Harmful
Certain insects can be dan-

gerous to animals and plants. 
The following are a handful 
of insects that can threaten 
the vitality of gardens.

Aphids: These insects suck 
on the juice needed to sus-
tain plants, particularly when 
they congregate.

Bald-faced hornet: Hor-
nets tend to be an aggressive 
species that can sting repeat-
edly. Should you find a nest 
near an entertaining space or 
garden, it can cause trouble.

Carpenter ants: These 
ants will burrow into wood 
causing damage. They may 
compromise any wooden 
structure in and around a 
home.

Locusts: Various species of 
locust can damage plants and 
crops due to their voracious 
appetites.

Treehoppers: These small, 
green insects mimic the look 
of leaves, and their appetites 
can affect crops and gardens.

Red pavement ant: As 
they feed on all manner of 
human food, these ants can 
quickly overtake areas with 
their staggering numbers and 
deliver painful bites.

Grasshoppers: Certain 
grasshoppers, like the red-
legged grasshopper, can dec-
imate food crops and transfer 
parasites to birds when eaten 
as prey.

Garden insects may
be harmful or helpful

Butterflies and other helpful 
insects, such as bees, pollinate 
flowers and can keep dangerous 
pests at bay in the garden.

Caterpillars: Many cater-
pillars, the precursor to adult 
moths, will feed constantly 
on leaves, stems and other 
parts of plants. The tobacco 
hornworm moth caterpil-
lar can damage potato and 
tomato plants.

Helpful
Plants depend on insects 

to transfer pollen as they 
forage, and many insects 
are quite beneficial to have 
around. While some polli-
nate, others are predators of 
other pests.

Antlion: A foe of ants, 
they’ll help eat and control 
ant populations and pollinate 
flowers. They pose no threat 
to humans, either.

Big dipper firefly: These 
colorful insects feast on 
earthworms, slugs and snails 
during the larval stage. Fire-
flies add drama to evening 
gardens with their twinkling 
lights.

Garden spiders: Although 
some spiders can be venom-
ous, many are quite handy 
to have around the garden. 
They’ll help control pest 
populations that can damage 
plants and crops.

Dragonflies: These arial 
artists that zip around the 
yard are consuming smaller 
insects that would otherwise 
pester plants and humans.

Blue-winged wasp: This 
wasp attacks the larvae of 
Japanese beetles, helping to 
control beetle populations.

Bees and butterflies: But-
terflies and bees are some of 
the best pollinators out there, 
and each can add whimsy to 
gardens. 

Serving all your construction needs  
through communication, quality & respect

Michael Swiderski 
804.832.7355

P.O. Box 1304  Mathews, VA 23109
michael@storyboundconstruction.com
www.storyboundconstruction.com

Remodel  Historic Restoration 
Design-Build  Foundation Repair
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It’s time to  
build…

exactly
what you want.

BankofLancaster.com

A representative example: for a $100,000 loan with an annual 
percentage rate (APR) of 4.2%, you will make 12 monthly 
interest-only payments in the amount of $166.67 and 360 
monthly principal and interest payments in the amount of 
$477.42. Payments disclosed do not include amounts for taxes 
and insurance premiums, and the actual payment obligation 
will be greater. Initial customer deposit may be required, if an 
escrow account for the items is established. This loan is subject 
to credit approval.

Construction-to-
Permanent Loans

30-Year Fixed 
Interest Rates

Up to 95%  
Loan-to-Value

One-Time Close

Contact us today!

Our Mortgage Lenders are located
at the following offices:

MAIN OFFICE - Kilmarnock
804.435.1171 // 1.800.435.1140

Montross: 804.493.8061

Hartfield: 804. 776.1069

RICHMOND OFFICES
Patterson: 804.774.7714  // Robious: 804.774.7941

Paragon: 804. 325.3775

LANCASTER—In mid-
April, the Northern Neck Master 
Gardeners’ Shoreline Evaluation 
teams will begin a sixth year of 
on-site shoreline inspections.

Many waterfront homeowners 
have concerns regarding the sta-
bility of their shorelines, but don’t 
know who to ask for advice. The 
Shoreline Evaluation Program 
can assist, identifying problems 
and suggesting practical and cost-
effective solutions. 

“We’ve been doing this since 
2012, and have done well over 
100 inspections,” said president 
and shoreline team member 
Tami McCauley. “We’ve looked 
at shorelines around the four 
counties and have become 
increasingly familiar with the 
issues homeowners face. Every 
site is different, offering new 
challenges, but there are many 
common patterns and reoccur-
ring problems. We follow guide-
lines  and recommendations from 
the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science (VIMS) and help our 
fellow Northern Neck residents 
make sense of what can be both 
complex and confusing options.” 

Frequently, plants can be both 
the problem and the solution: 
homeowners seek advice on how 
to encourage or establish benefi-
cial plants, or need information 
on ways to eliminate invasive or 
potentially destructive growths.

“Just knowing what you have 
growing and how it contributes 
to—or threatens—your shoreline 
landscaping can have a major 
impact on the stability of your 
waterfront,” said program chair-
man Margie Beane. “We can help 
you understand what you have, 
what you need and how you can 
best protect your property.”

The shoreline inspection teams 
can also suggest strategies that 
may prevent problems develop-
ing in the future. 

“If there are issues with run-
off, there are a number of ways 
you can slow down the potentially 
destructive force of that water, 
giving it time to be absorbed into 
the soil and become harmless,” 
said Beane.

Homeowners who are inter-
ested in having a Shoreline team 
conduct an inspection of their 
property should visit shorelinen-
nmg.weebly.com, fill out the reg-
istration form and mail it with a 
check for $50 to the Lancaster 
County Virginia Cooperative 
Extension (VCE) office. 

Inspections are scheduled in 

Shoreline Evaluation Program begins sixth year
the order received and home-
owners will receive a copy of 
the Homeowners’ Guide to 
Shoreline Management, a nutri-
ent management plan (based on 
a soil test taken at the time of 

inspection), and a detailed report 
offering analysis and recommen-
dations for strategies that address 
existing and potential problems.

The Shoreline team also offers 
educational workshops. They 

will present “Shoreline Land-
scaping: the Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly” at 2 p.m. April 28 at the 
Transportation Building, Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern, 73 
Monument Place, Heathsville. 

This event is free, registration 
not required and participants 
will receive handouts and have 
the opportunity become familiar 
with live samples of plants dis-
cussed in the program.  
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1676 Waverly Avenue, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Toll Free 800.633.4467 | 804.435.1126
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Throughout the Year
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Marina 804-758-4457     Boatyard 804-758-4747

3 Months 
Free!

for new slips with
an annual lease

Call for more details! Climate Controlled Repair Shop  
Full Service ABYC Boatyard 

www.RRecord.com

Maintaining a home that is 
welcoming and kid-friendly can 
be challenging. Kids are full of 
energy and oftentimes put fun 
ahead of tidiness. But no matter 
how energetic their youngsters 
are, parents can still employ sev-
eral strategies to ensure their 
homes are both sophisticated and 
child-friendly. 

• Consider an open floor plan. 
Rooms that flow into one another 
make it easier to keep tabs on 
children. Such rooms also allow 
residents and guests to mingle in 
separate rooms but not be too far 
away from one another. 

• Choose washable fabrics. 
Upholstery will need to stand up to 
the abuse kids can dish out. Sofas 
and chairs with slipcovers can be 
advantageous because many slip-
covers can be easily removed and 
laundered. Patterned fabrics will 
hide some stains, while treated 
fabrics may resist liquid spills for 
easier cleanup.

• Create a catch-all spot. Spe-
cial bins or other organizational 
tools in the entryway can help to 
cull clutter when children come in 
the house from school or play. Be 
sure the keep cubbies, containers 
and coat hooks at a child-friendly 
height.

• Look for high-traffic rugs. 
Rugs designed for high-traffic 
areas will be more forgiving when 
children march across them sev-
eral times per day. There are no 
rules that say you can’t bring an 
outdoor rug inside, and these rugs 
tend to be easier to clean.

• Ensure there is plenty of 
seating. Sectionals give children 
ample room to spread out. And 
ample seating ensures there is 
enough room for kids to invite 
their friends over to hang out.

• Think outside pink and blue. 
For children’s rooms, make sure 
they’re colorful, but consider 
other hues to give the rooms some 
personality. Focus on a hobby or 
activity and borrow the color 
scheme from the accessories used 
for decorating.

• Hang whimsical artwork. 
Employ framing and lighting 
to make kids’ artwork look like 
professional pieces. Routinely 
change the pictures when a new 
look is desired.

• Designate a place for play. 
Devote an entire room or a nook 
in a house for imaginative play. 
Store toys here so these items will 
not create clutter in individual 
bedrooms.

Create 
kid-friendly 
spaces at home
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The “Heathsville Historic District” will be the site for Historic 
Garden Week in the Northern Neck on April 26.

Tour hours will be 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., reported event co-
chairmen Lynn Hower and Tami McCauley.

Historic Garden Week in the Northern Neck is sponsored by the 
Garden Club of the Northern Neck and is part of the Garden Club 
of Virginia’s week-long tour of homes and gardens. Funds raised 
are used to restore historic gardens around the state.

Established in 1681 and surveyed by Benjamin Latrobe, 
Heathsville has remained the Northumberland County seat for 
more than 300 years. Its shady courthouse square is a stroll away 
from a pre-Civil War jail, tavern, church and one of the largest 
extant assemblages of antebellum buildings in Virginia. Equally as 
important, Heathsville is a vibrant community based in the 18th 
century but living in the 21st.

The tour will offer access to five private homes c.1770 to 1933. 
They showcase how historic homes can be as functional today as 
when they were originally built.

The homes include:

• Chicacoan Cottage, 111 St. Stephen’s Lane, Heathsville. 
Built c.1790, Chicacoan Cottage is one of two identical cottages 
that were dependencies of the original Springfield Plantation, 
owned by John Heath, one of seven commissioners who established 
the town of Heathsville. It was sold privately for the first time in 
1891. Owners are William Armstrong and Marguerite Slaughter. 

• Oakley, 28 Back Street, Heathsville. This Federal-style white 
frame house was built in the late 18th century by John Hughlett. 
Today its two-and-a-half stories above a raised English basement 
rise gracefully and half-hidden behind a circle of azaleas and mag-
nificent trees. Oakley is on the National Historic Register and is a 
Virginia Historic Landmark. Oakley is owned by Charlotte Hund-
ley.

• The Academy, 295 Saint Stephen’s Lane, Heathsville. The 
Academy, built in the 19th century was originally a portion of 
Springfield, the 700-acre Tidewater farm of John Heath. A pristine 
example of sophisticated Tidewater Federal-style architecture, this 
rectangular one-and-a-half story brick home has formal three-bay 
facades. The Academy is on the National Historic Register and is a 
Virginia Historic Landmark. Owners are Byran and Ruth Childress. 

• Westlawn, 7232 Northumberland Highway, Heathsville. 
This c.1932 Colonial Revival built by Judge and Mrs. Hugh Smith 
in the easternmost section of historic Heathsville is a contributing 
building to the Heathsville Historic District. Built of cypress, the 
facade features side windows with a traditional fan light above its 
front entrance. Westlawn is on the National Historic Register and 

HistoricGarden Week

Westlawn

The Academy

WeekWeek
‘Heathsville Historic District’ 

tour slated April 26
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is a Virginia Historic Landmark. Owners are Jim and 
Diana Russell.

• Roanoke, 6108 Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville. The home, situated within 600 acres of 
forest and fields, shaded by tall oak and elm trees, is 
partially screened from the highway behind rolling 
fences and an alee of crepe myrtles. Roanoke has been 
in the Brent family since 1852, when it was acquired 
from the estate of Mottram Ball Cralle. Roanoke is 
owned by the A. Mason Brent Family. 

• Old Jail
The present Old Jail in Northumberland, was the 

successor to a long line of makeshift prisons and was 
built—35 ½ feet long and 20 ½ feet deep—in 1839. 
Hollowed by a fire in 1843, the jail was rebuilt of 
American bond brick; it has two stories, a three-bay 
front, a gable roof, a corbelled brick cornice; interior 
end chimneys, iron bars at the windows and a stone 
lintel over front door inscribed “1844.”

Until 1918, the Old Jail had the basic center-hall plan. 
In that year, however, a more-or-less state of the art steel 
cellblock was installed that ran down the length of the 

jail.   In the early 1900s, correctional system reformers, 
concerned about possible overcrowding and unsanitary 
conditions, pushed for the closing of the county jails. 
In 1958 the Northumberland County Jail was closed. 

In 1963, as the county’s board of supervisors 
weighed tearing down the jail, a group of local resi-
dents, led then by Dr. J. Motley Booker, persuaded 
them to entrust the structure to a group that would soon 
create the Northumberland County Historical Society. 
Beginning in 2005, a major fundraising program was 
launched so that this now almost 175-year-old building 
could be renovated. 

Tickets
Tickets are $35 per person on tour day and will be 

available that day at the information center, St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, 6807 Northumberland High-
way, Heathsville. 

Advance tickets are $25 per person at www.vagar-
denweek.org, by mail until April 16, or contact Phyllis 
Gootee, pcgootee@gmail.com. 

By mail, make checks payable to The Garden Club 
of the Northern Neck (GCNN) and send to Phyllis 
Gootee, 125 Killneck Lane, Lottsburg, VA 22511. Send 

check with a stamped, self-addressed legal envelope. 
Advance tickets also are available until April 23 at 

The Pedestal, Kilmarnock; The Dandelion, Irvington; 
Wildest Dreams, Burgess; Colonial Collectibles, 
Warsaw; Mosaic, Callao; and The Art of Coffee, 
Montross. 

Lunch 
Box lunches are available for $15 each and must be 

reserved before April 17.  Vegetarian lunches also are 
available. 

Make checks payable to St. Stephen’s Episco-
pal Church and send to Ellen Kirby, P.O. Box 40, 
Heathsville, VA 22473, or email evbwsk@gmail.com. 

Lunches will be available for pick-up at the church 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on tour day. Limited eat-in seat-
ing will be available. Restaurants are not available in 
Heathsville; dining facilities are located in Callao and 
Burgess. 

Complimentary refreshments will be served from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the stable behind The Academy.

Restrooms will be available at St. Stephen’s Church, 
the Courthouse and Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern, all 
in Heathsville. 
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Using the Chiskiack Trail in King and Queen County during 
the Powhatan Confederacy, a Colonial traveler could go 
from Williamsburg to Philadelphia. The Colonists called 

it the great Post Road or the King’s Highway. In the western part 
of the county was an intersection called the Great Cross Roads, 
which is presently known as Newtown after the name of the home 
of Captain John Richards. Visitors are charmed by this town, which 
has retained most of its mid-19th century character. 

The Garden Club of the Middle Peninsula will host its annual 
Virginia Garden Week tour from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on Friday, April 28. 
The tour will feature four homes and the old post office, which 
was also the general store, in the village of Newtown. Old quilts 
from King and Queen County and the surrounding area will be on 
display at the post office on the day of the tour. Newtown is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places.

Tour tickets are $30 per person; $15 for children ages 6 to 11; 
and children age 5 and under will be admitted free. The per site 
ticket cost is $15. Tickets will be available on the day of tour at any 
of the four houses. Passes and e-tickets can be picked up at any of 
the four houses.

Advance tickets are $25 and can be purchased online at www.
vagardenweek.org.

Advance tickets also are available by mail before April 23 by 
sending a check payable to the Garden Club of the Middle Penin-
sula along with a self-addressed, stamped, legal-sized envelope to 
Kelly Gwathmey at 6357 W. River Road, Aylett, VA 23009.

Pre-ordered box lunches will be available for $12 per person from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Upper King & Queen Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment building in Newtown. Reservations are required by mail prior 
to April 21. Make checks payable with designated attendee name(s) 
and mail to Upper King & Queen Volunteer Fire Department, P.O. 
Box 5, Newtown, VA 23126. No confirmation will be mailed. The 
pre-order list will be used on the day of the event for lunch pickup. 
Restrooms will be available at the fire station and in parking areas.

Directions to tour area: The tour is located in the northern part of 
King and Queen County along Rt. 721. From Rt. 360 turn north at 
the light in Saint Stephens Church in King and Queen County onto 
Rt. 721 and go 9.4 miles. From Rt. 301, turn south onto Rt. 721, 
3 miles south of Bowling Green heading toward Sparta. Continue 
14.8 miles. Rt. 721 makes a right-hand turn in Sparta and is well 
marked.

Stops on the tour include:

• Walton’s Academy, 133 Byrds Mill Rd., Newtown.
Built as a female academy in 1854 by Rev. E. Payson Walton 

A.M. a Congregationalist minister from Philadelphia, Walton’s 
Academy became a family home before the Civil War when Dr. 
Tomas Jefferson Bates bought it. The current owners purchased 
it in 1984 from a family member and have preserved the mostly 
original condition of the house. It was built as a two-over-three with 
a large attic room above. The floors, mantles, and beams are all 
original. Many of the antiques have been purchased over the years 
at local estate sales and many are King and Queen pieces. There is 
a very old Boston-made blanket chest in the master bedroom from 
Mr. Turpin’s family. Noteworthy is a quilt made for an ancestor who 
fought in the Civil War on display. Scattered amongst the maples, 
dogwood, native Virginia hackberry and willow oak trees on the 

Garden Week 4
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extensive property are eight gardens. Flowers bloom from early 
spring until fall filling the yard with color and the sweet smells of 
summer. Billy and Dale Turpin are the owners.

• Greenway, 9656 Newtown Road, Newtown. 
Perched between stately old beech, cedar, maple and oak trees, 

Greenway begs visitors to come sit on the wide front porch. The 
owner, a single teacher at that time, purchased it 12 years ago 
because of its family connection. She and her family moved there 
last year after making many renovations. Built in the 1840s by 
Samuel S. Gresham as a four-over-one design, its first wing addi-
tion was only 10 years later and today is the master bedroom. The 
floors and one corner cupboard are original to the house. Man-
tels were originally from Tudor Hall, which was just up the road. 
A large farm table and spinning wheel are also King and Queen 
pieces while other antiques come from Paynefield in Essex County, 
the owner’s grandmother’s home. The updated kitchen is an addi-
tion built by another owner. The present mudroom was formerly a 
sunroom added in the 1970s. The boys’ bedrooms are upstairs. A 
newly remodeled bath includes a claw foot tub. Michael and Sara 
Rowe are the owners.

• The Post Office, located next to Walton’s Academy. 
Situated at the crossing of two old Indian trails is the Newtown 

Post Office. Built in the 1920s, it served as the post office and gen-
eral store for many generations of Newtown residents. Inside are 
vestiges from the past—the cash register, old bottles and spice tins. 
The bead and batten walls and floors are original. This store has not 
been restored and is in very much the same condition as the day it 
closed. On display are some old quilts to complement the family 
quilts found in tour houses. Billy and Dale Turpin are owners of 
both The Post Office and Walton’s Academy.

• The Old Town House, 186 Poplar Hill Rd., Newtown. 
The present owners bought this 1830s house built by Richardson 

Lumpkin about five years ago and have restored the foundation and 
crumbling bricks, and have updated the summer kitchen into a spa-
cious kitchen and sitting area, incorporating a mantel and wainscot-

4
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ing from the original house. When the owners ripped up new oak 
flooring to reveal the original, it suggested the house was built as 
a two-over-two and grew to include a new living room which was 
once separated into a doctor’s office and small sitting room and now 
houses New England-made family antiques from the 1810s and a 
large collection of pink lusterware. The owner said she knew the 
house was meant for her when she discovered she shared the same 
alma mater with the past owners—the University of Richmond. 
Today the home is filled with musical instruments, all played by 
the owners. These include a hammered dulcimer, mountain dulci-
mer, harp, banjo, ukulele, guitar, psaltery, piano and steel drum. 
The house, porch, and yard were designed for making music with 
their friends.

 Kerry and Sarah Quisenberry are the owners.

• The Hill, 236 Poplar Hill Rd., Newtown. 
Situated on a site that locals believe to be an Indian mound, The 

Hill is the oldest building in Newtown. in 1769 John Richards ran 
a store and ordinary out of the building, which was built as a two-
over-two with a central hall. The heart pine floors and the mantel 
in the living room are original. When the addition was added in the 
1840s the central staircase, which originally opened to the front 
door, was reversed. A hyphen or breezeway running across the 
back of the original house, with doors on either side, opens up to 
a large room now used as a family room. A windowed enclosed 
porch serves as a sunroom. Family heirlooms include a Colonial 
sampler dating from 1781, a clay and plaster statue group, “Taking 
the Oath,” by John Rogers in 1864, two child’s pieces, a trunk and 
dresser, that each generation has played with since a great-great-
grandmother owned them, and a collection of Baltimore “Fancy” 
painted chairs. The owner has a large collection of carved duck 
decoys and shore birds from the Eastern Shore to South Carolina. 
His years in the Navy inspired a collection of military memorabilia. 
Captain and Mrs. Mike Thomas are the owners.

Other places of interest:
• King and Queen Courthouse Tavern Museum,

146 Court House Landing Rd. An acclaimed exhibit on the history 
of King and Queen County is housed in the Fary Tavern building 
in the King and Queen Courthouse Green Historic District. It is a 
Virginia Landmark and on the National Register of Historic Places. 
785-9558.

• Old Church United Methodist Church, Rt. 14/The 
Trail between the intersection of Rt. 14 andRt. 33. A very early 
colonial church affiliated with the Church of England until the 
Revolution and later purchased by the Methodists.

• Christ Church Parish, Rt. 33 east, 3 miles east of Saluda 
in Middlesex County. Founded in 1666 and listed on both the Vir-
ginia Historic Landmarks Register and the National Register of 
Historic Places, the churchyard is surrounded on three sides by a 
brick wall donated by the Garden Club of Virginia in 1942 using 
proceeds from Historic Garden Week.
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Carter Creek in White Stone. Wide view, dock/boatlift. 
Inground pool, 3 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, gourmet kitchen 
with center island and Corian counter tops. Cathedral 
ceilings and glass walls capture the spectacular water 
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White Stone

Pat Willett
Associate Broker

804-436-5235
pat.horsleyre@gmail.com

IsaBell K. Horsley
Real Estate, Ltd.

Well priced at $959,000
MLS #99962

Search for “Rappahannock Record” in the Google Play, iOS and Amazon 
stores and take Windows on the Bay with you!
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The Garden Club of Gloucester will host 
its annual Gloucester-Mathews house 
tour from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday, 

April 22.
Rich in farmland and important to the Vir-

ginia fishing industry, this bucolic area of 
Virginia is called the “Daffodil Capital of 
the World.” This driving tour celebrates life 
on the various waterways of both counties. 
Four private homes present the ever-changing 
aspects of living on both sides of the Mobjack 
Bay. Featured on the tour are a property on the 
North River, one on Horn Harbor, one on the 
East River and one situated on the banks of 
one of the numerous creeks in the area. Span-
ning four centuries—1720, 1879, 1903 and 
2005—these properties offer widely varying 
water views and reflect the evolution of how 
inhabitants have lived here for generations.

Tickets are $30 in advance and available at 
www.vagardenweek.org. Tickets are $35 on 
the day of the tour at Ware Episcopal Church, 
7825 John Clayton Memorial Hwy. Maps also 
will be available. Credit cards, cash or checks 
accepted. Children 12 and will be admitted 
free. No single-house tickets will be sold. 

For advance tickets by mail send before 
April 10 a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
with check payable to: GCG, c/o Margaret 
Singleton, P.O. Box 1388, Gloucester, VA 
23061. Tickets also are available until April 
21 at Brent & Becky’s Bulbs, Angelwing Sta-
tioners, and Mathews County Visitor & Infor-
mation Center. Check or cash only.

Pre-ordered box lunches will be available 
for pick-up between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. at Williams Wharf Landing, Williams 
Wharf Landing Rd., Mathews. Contact Linda 
Greaves at 725-9685 or at mclc@3bubbas.
com.

Nina Watkins (642-2826) is the tour chair, 
and Jane Worthington (815-5057) is the co-
chair.

Restroom facilities will be available at all 
tour sites and there will be a shuttle parking 
lot at Williams Wharf Landing. Parking is 
available at Ware Church, Edge Hill House, 
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs, Exchange and Green 
Mansion. Shuttles will be provided for Wynd-
ham at Belmont Berry Farm in Mathews.

The four homes on the tour are:

• Exchange, 8711 Exchange Lane, 
Gloucester. 

The current owners have thoroughly re- 
searched the details of the home’s past, redo-
lent with history. Owners Dr. and Mrs. Muron 
constructed an historical 300-year timeline 
that hangs in the entry hall. It includes old 
photographs of Exchange and its outbuild-
ings, including the original ice house and 
outdoor kitchen. The 1682 property was origi-
nally 4,000 acres on both sides of the North 
River. Ten years later, 2,400 of those acres, 
currently in Mathews County, changed owner-
ship. The house was built in 1720 by William 
Buckner. In 1791 Colonel Thomas Buckner 
swapped houses with the Anderson family 

4 Garden Week

Four Mathews waterfront homes 
to be featured

Exchange

Wyndham
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of “Concord,” near Capahosic, and the Andersons 
named the house “The Exchange.” Expressionists 
paintings by Leroy Neiman adorn the main rooms. 
There are 18th-century antiques throughout the 
home, including an English desk from Keswick 
Hall, originally owned by Sir Bernard and Laura 
Ashley. The English basement includes a dog room, 
wine cellar and tasting room. The property includes 
an original smokehouse, dairy barn, and a gar-
conniere, or bachelor’s apartment. The extensive 
gardens include a fruit meadow, shade garden, veg-
etable and herb gardens, as well as two 300-year-
old trees, along with many old boxwoods. This 
property is currently on eight acres. 

• Green Mansion, 4703 N. River Road, 
North, Mathews County.

Green Mansion and its 63 acres had been aban-
doned for 15 years when Susan McCreary’s par-
ents, the Abernathys, bought the home in 1969. The 
current owners, Robert and Susan McCreary, spent 
holidays and weekends of their early married life 
helping restore the home, which they moved into 
fulltime in 2001. The main house was constructed 
in 1903 and had been open to paying guests at one 
time. It has a classic center-hall plan. There are a 
tall-case clock, numerous family portraits, and 
Japanese art collected during time spent in Asia. 
Between the house and the river is a regulation 
six-wicket croquet court. This court is flanked by 
named dependencies: the “Crab Castle” houses 
the family’s boating equipment; a “Butterfly Tea 
House” is a Japanese tea cottage; and the “Ladybug 
Cottage” has two guest rooms and a bath, which 
was probably the original home. A charming 

barn-like building, “Pumpkin Corner,” was built 
for Mrs. McCreary’s mother, who played host-
ess for the family’s longtime Thanksgiving feasts. 
Many original pump-kin recipes and an article from 
Southern Living about Mrs. McCreary’s mother are 
on display. This house was last open in 1976 for 
Historic Garden Week.

• Wyndham,120 Jordan Road, Cardinal, 
Mathews County.

This summer and weekend cottage is owned and 
enjoyed by two families. Current owners Tom Ruhf 
and Kevin Jones are business partners and have 
been best friends from childhood. The two fami-
lies are close and have found a way to share the 

house that has “grown like Topsy” from a small 
original farmhouse on the East River. The little 
white house, at the heart of today’s river cottage, 
was built around 1879 when Joseph F. Foster Jr., a 
successful oysterman, got married. Creative addi-
tions to both ends of the house over the years have 
made a large and beautiful home consisting of five 
bedrooms, several river rooms, two dining areas, a 
sunroom, and various outdoor seating spaces. The 
2014-renovated kitchen includes a full-sized dining 
area and additional sitting area for the families to 
gather together and relax. Also on the property is a 
free-standing building, prob-ably a former carriage 
house, which now serves as a game room. This 
“man cave” includes a pool table, table-shuffle-
board, Pac-man, and a Foosball game. This house 
is open for the first time. Tom and Kay Ruhf and 
Kevin and Jessica Jones are the owners.

• 756 Hunts Road, Port Haywood, Mathews 
County.

The home of Bill and Eleanor Gardner stands 
on a peninsula jutting out into Horn Harbor. This 
large Southern-style home is filled with family and 
historical art, porcelain collections, and whimsy. 
The house was designed and built in 2005 by the 
owner himself. Mrs. Gardner’s father, John Eldon 
Edgerton, was a well-known painter, and the home 
is full of his work. Mrs. Gardner also paints. Her 
work includes various landscapes and seascapes, 
which hang throughout the house. Her extensive 
porcelain collections include Chinese export Rose 
Medallion dinnerware. She is a master seamstress, 
and has made all of the draperies in the home. 
The expansive kitchen includes all modern ameni-
ties and a well-appointed workspace. Adjacent is 
a “canning kitchen,” decorated in the 1940s style, 
which includes red gingham-checked decor and 
a collection of vintage canning equipment. The 
couple enjoy this activity with their many grand-
children, who visit frequently. A huge waterfront 
porch overlooking Horn Harbor boasts an impres-
sive collection of irises that adorn a pathway, mean-
dering through the property. 

This home is accessible via shuttle from Wil-
liams Wharf Landing. 

756 Hunts Road

Green Mansion
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Mosaic Consignments & Gifts, LLC

Furniture, Home Decor, 
Made in Virginia Products, 
Jewelry & More!

Callao, VA         804-529-1030

A Sale Every Day!
mosaicconsignments@gmail.com

Other places of interest:
• Chesapeake Bay Friendly Teaching Garden at 

Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, 7900 Daffodil Ln., Gloucester. This 
delightful 8-plus acre garden contains more than 20 themed 
“rooms” to demonstrate gardening that honors the Chesapeake 
Bay and its tributaries. Master Gardeners on site will answer 
questions.

• Rosewell Plantation Ruins, 5113 Old Rosewell 
Rd., Gloucester. Built in 1725 by Mann Page, Rosewell was 
the birthplace of Virginia Governor John Page and an architec-
tural inspiration to Thomas Jefferson, a frequent visitor. Rav-
aged by fire in 1916, the ruins stand today as a fine example 
of 18th-century craftsmanship. The Garden Club of Virginia 
granted a research fellowship in 2003 to consolidate landscape 
records of the grounds. Rosewell closes at 4 p.m.

• The Mathews County Visitor & Information 
Center at Sibley General Store, 239 Main St., Mathews. 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, this edifice 
dates from 1820. Stop here for an introduction to the history 
of Mathews County. The center closes at 4 p.m.

• Tompkins Cottage, Brickbat Road, Mathews. This 
cottage stand as the oldest wooden structure in the courthouse. 
In 1815 Christopher Tompkins, father of Captain Sally Tomp-
kins, the first female commissioned officer in the Confederate 
Army, ran a mercantile store here. It is open 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Abingdon Church, 4645 George Washington Memo-
rial Hwy./Rt. 17, Gloucester. Established c.1650 on land given 
by George Washington’s maternal grandfather, Abingdon is 
Virginia’s largest Colonial church. The galleries are an excel-
lent example of this period with pews for the wealthy plan-
tation owners (Burwell, Lewis, Thurston, Warner and Page 
families). The church is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

We’re Bartlett Tree Experts, 

a 100+ year old tree and shrub company

with global reach and local roots. 

Our services include:

     Tree & Shrub Pruning

     Cabling & Bracing

      Fertilization & Soil Care

      Insect & Disease 

Management

Call Brandon Frazier at 804.261.4890 (Kilmarnock) 
or visit us at BARTLETT.COM   

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR TREES.

bfrazier@bartlett.com
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Sarah Gouldman, Designer

804-450-0733

 sjgouldman@hotmail.com
17503 Kings Highway

Montross Virginia 22520

EE SQUIRE
s e r v i c e s

Professional Cleaning Services

Carpet

Upholstery

Oriental Rugs 

Odor Elimination 

Urine Treatment

 Tile & Grout Cleaning

Water Damage 

Restoration

Commercial 
& Residential

P.O. Box 1413
Tappahannock, Va
www.esquireservices.net

Ph: 804.443.4751
800.321.4751

Fax: 804.443.2394

Quality You Insist On, Service You Can Depend On!

WALDEN’S CONSTRUCTION
Providing Quality Service Since 1983

With more than 30 years of experience serving 
the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula, we 
help build dreams – one home at a time.
Whether you desire a new home or renovations to 
a family farmhouse, when quality counts, 
count on Walden’s Construction.

559 Moores Creek Dr.
Deltaville, VA 23043

804-776-9753
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Pete & Kathy Gouldman

17503 Kings Highway

Montross Virginia 22520

pete@cabinetworks.org

www.cabinetworks.org

As real estate prices con-
tinue to climb, the cost to 

trade up to a larger home is on 
the upswing across the country, 
especially as markets remain 
hampered by tight inventory 
levels. As a result, more and 
more Americans are choos-
ing to renovate their current 
homes instead of relocating. 
In fact, some forecasts predict 
that 2015 renovation spend-
ing could exceed the record of 
$324 billion set during the peak 

of last decade’s housing boom. 
While the hunt for more square 
footage can be challenging, 
homeowners shouldn’t feel 
like a costly second story or 
complete addition are the only 
options.

Here are five great ways to 
create or optimize space in 
your existing home.

1. Finish an unfinished 
basement. A basement reno-
vation can hold limitless poten-

tial and increase the resale 
value or income potential of 
your home. Think about the 
possibilities: a home theater, 
office, spare bedroom, base-
ment apartment or recreation 
room. The key to doing it suc-
cessfully is to focus on what’s 
behind the walls, especially 
since moisture is a common 
issue in basements. Choosing 
the right insulation is criti-
cal. Look for products that are 
vapor permeable, dimension-

ally stable and mold and mois-
ture resistant. 

2. Create a more open-
concept feel with light and 
color. If your home wasn’t 
blessed with towering win-
dows, installing French doors 
and pot lights can encourage 
light to travel more freely, 
creating the illusion of space. 
Likewise, choosing a paint 
color for walls, trim and mold-
ings that is lighter and cooler in 
tone (think soft grays or blues) 
will help to reflect light and 
give the room a more open feel.

3. Remove non-load-
bearing walls. Homeowners 
have the opportunity to rethink 
the layout of their home by 
removing non-load-bearing 
walls. Removing structurally 
unnecessary walls can make 
your whole home feel larger, 
improve flow, lighting and the 
function of your home.

4. Convert your garage 
into usable living or work 
space. For many homeowners, 
the garage becomes an over-
flow room for storage –– and is 
often a walk-in headache. Con-
vert your garage (or a portion 
of it) into another living space, 
guest bedroom or home office. 
Install carpet and quality ther-
mal insulation such as Roxul 
Comfortbatt to block outdoor 
noise and keep in warmth.

5. Choose furniture and 
accessories carefully. Adopt 
a minimalist’s eye. Begin look-
ing around your home for 
furniture or accessories that 
overwhelm the space. Interior 
designers recommend choos-
ing low-profile or small-scale 
furniture for rooms with less 
square footage. Dual-purpose 
items, such as ottomans with 
storage chests inside, are a 
budget-friendly way to save on 
space while staying organized.

Top 5 renovation tips to create more space in your home

Composting is an eco-friendly activity that can also save 
homeowners money on fertilizer and pesticides. Organic material 
that can be added to soil to help plants grow, compost reduces the 
amount of waste that would otherwise end up in landfills, reduc-
ing the amount of methane gas that such landfills produce.

But the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency notes that not 
everything can be added to compost piles. The following are 
some items homeowners should not add to their compost piles or 
bins, courtesy of the EPA.

• Black walnut tree leaves or twigs: Leaves or twigs from black 
walnut release substances that might prove harmful to plants.

• Coal or charcoal ash: Coal or ash from charcoal, such as the 
ash that builds up in the bottom of charcoal grills, may contain 
substances that are harmful to plants. 

• Dairy products: When added to compost piles, dairy prod-
ucts, including butter, milk, sour cream, yogurt and eggs, can be 
malodorous and may attract pests, including rodents and flies.

• Diseased or insect-ridden plants: The diseases and insects that 
plague plants may survive being transferred to compost piles. 
When the compost is ultimately distributed, these diseases and 
insects might then plague other plants.

• Fats, grease, lard, or oils: Fats, grease, lard or oils also may 
attract rodents and flies, and that might be due to the unpleasant 
odors such substances can produce when added to compost piles. 

• Meat or fish bones and scraps: Like fats, grease, lard or oils, 
scraps from meat and fish and fish bones can smell unpleasant, 
potentially attracting rodents and flies.

• Pet waste: Pet waste, including soiled cat litter, may contain 
parasites, bacteria, germs, pathogens, and viruses that can be 
harmful.

• Grass trimmings treated with chemical pesticides: Trim-
mings from grass that was treated with chemical pesticides can 
negate the effects of composting by killing beneficial organisms 
produced within compost piles or bins. 

Items to avoid 
when composting
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CUSTOM HOMES  |  RENOVATIONS  |  COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

4525  I rv ington  Road ,  I r v ington ,  Vi rgn ia  22480   |   804-438-6397

in fo@coasta lbu i lders .com  |   www.coasta lbu i ldersva .com

Dav id  Nova ,   Pres ident   |   Adam Duryea ,  Vice  P res ident

D istinctive
C u s t o m  H o m e s

RIP-RAP & ARMOR STONE  

INSTALLATION

Road Building 

Lot Clearing

GLENN LESTER CO., INC.GLENN LESTER CO., INC.
WICOMICO CHURCH, VA    

   FREE ESTIMATES

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

1251 Tappahannock Blvd.
Tappahannock, Virginia                          804-443-4614

Luxury Restroom Trailer
Planning your wedding or other special event?

This trailer brings the comforts of home
to your outdoor event.

Church View Septic Service Inc.
Full Service Septic Business

804-758-5836 or 804-435-1066
www.churchviewseptic.com

Licensed Alternative Onsite Sewage 
System Operator 

& Installer
Locally Owned and Operated by Charles “Tom” 

Langford
Serving Middle Peninsula, Northern Neck and 

surrounding areas

Residential & Commercial Installation & Repairs • Septic Inspections • Soil Studies & Design Guidance
Septic Tank Pumpouts • AOSS Operator Agreements • High Pressure Jet Washing

TV Sewer Camera •Rental Toilets • Land Clearing • Site Work • Rip Rap
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LAW OFICES

HUBBARD, TERRY,

& BRITT

Attorneys & counselors at law

293 Steamboat Road

P.O. Box 340

Irvington, VA 22480

Telephone: (804) 438-5522

Facsimile: (804) 438-5003

www.irvington-law.com

B.H.B. Hubbard, III                            
Matson C. Terry, II
Raymond L. Britt, Jr.
William B. Hubbard   
Kenneth M. Kunkle

Ext. 201
Ext. 202  
Ext. 203                   
Ext. 204 
Ext. 205

bhbh@irvingtonlaw.com
mct@irvingtonlaw.com
ray@irvingtonlaw.com

wbhubbard@irvingtonlaw.com
kkunkle@irvingtonlaw.com

M & M Building Supply offers quality products from Marvin.®

Call or visit us today to learn more.

Now serving two locations!

3625 New Point Comfort Hwy.
Port Haywood, VA 23138

804-725-7156

10859 General Puller Hwy.
eld, VA 23071

804-776-7777

www.mandmbuildingsupply.com

www.doitbest.com

Marvin Windows and Doors, MN 56763 ©2011 Marvin Windows and Doors.

All rights reserved. ®Registered trademark of Marvin Windows and Doors.

Built around you.

REMODEL.
REPLACE.
RETHINK your windows.

Frequently asked questions 
from both buyers & sellers

by Katie and David Dew

Katie and David Dew

We get asked all the time 
by clients, prospects 

and friends: How is the real 
estate market in the North-
ern Neck and Middle Pen-
insula area? Is the market 
getting better? Should I sell 
my home? Are prices going 
up?

Well, the short answer is: 
Yes, the market we feel is get-
ting better. Activity-wise, it 
is booming here. Are prices 
going up? No, but the good 
news is we believe prices 
have bottomed out. In this 
first quarter of 2017 we have 
been busier than in the last 
few years, and I think most 
full-time realtors in our area 
would agree. The buyers are 
here! Buyers are taking advan-
tage of the still low-interest 
rates, and properties have not 
been increasing in price. We 
are still primarily a retirement/
vacation area for most second-
home buyers. Most buyers 
come from Northern Virginia 
or Richmond for their second 
home; however, many from 
all over the state, country and 
world also come to the North-
ern Neck looking for a home. 
They love the small town feel, 
prices of real estate, low taxes 
and the hidden gem of our part 
on the Chesapeake Bay. Yet 
we are still amazed how many 
people do not know of our 
area, some who live as close 
as Newport News.

When asked by a seller, 
“Should we sell our home?”, 
there are a few key factors that 
play into our answer. If priced 
realistically and aggressively, 
homes are selling across the 
market. With so much inven-
tory, properties that are priced 
unrealistically are continu-
ing to sit. Having a realtor 
gives all clients an advantage 
versus relying on internet 
estimated/based evaluations. 
The realtor’s local knowledge 
is the key.  In 2002-2007 we 
would tend to list homes from 
April-September. Now, with 
the internet, Zillow, realtor.
com and more, people are 
always looking and pursuing 
real estate. It is a year-round 

and a price-driven 
market. People are 
still looking for 
aggressive prices/
cost benefits while 
interest rates are 
low. Marketing is 
the key; pictures 
are first impres-
sions. Multi-media 
marketing is key 
to reaching a broad 
spectrum of buyers 
worldwide. A piece 
of advice: even if 
you are not think-
ing of selling your 
property now, but 
it is a beautiful day 
with your garden 
full of glorious 
flowers, take a pic-
ture! This way if one day you 
want to list your home in the 
gloom of winter, you can still 
show off your home’s beauty 
from the spring/summer.

All spectrums of prices 
and properties are being 
bought. We have seen an 
increase in inland homes, mil-
lion-dollar waterfront homes 
and waterfront land. These 
have been great signs for our 
area. Farmland remains attrac-
tive mostly to farmers cur-
rently farming the land. There 
has been an increase in farm-
land purchased by those farm-
ers versus leasing that land.

When building a home 
in the Northern Neck, here 
are a few trends that buyers 
like—and some to stay away 
from: (1) if waterfront, build 
for your view! So many times 
we walk into homes and they 
will have a wall of cabinets on 
the waterside, etc. Make sure 
you build to have the most 
waterfront view; (2) have a 
first-floor (waterfront) master 
bedroom; (3) most buyers 
want an open floor plan with 
a large kitchen; and (4) when 
building a home, you want it 
to fit your lifestyle; however, 
always think about resale and 
make sure your features are 
marketable to others.

When listing your home, 
here is some advice: (1) take 
yourself out of your home.

We all have the emotional 
attachment to our home, but 
when someone walks into 
your home, they want to pic-
ture themselves there. Take 
as many picture frames and 
knick-knacks out. Always 
remember, less is more; (2) 
first impressions are every-
thing! When pictures are taken 
or your home is being shown, 
try to have it as neat as pos-
sible. 

The Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula areas have 
some of the most beauti-
ful waterfront and truly is a 
hidden, untapped gem. People 
love the quiet town, less 
stoplights, more star-filled 
nights. Our market has some 
of the most unique homes 
and none are just alike. Our 
area will continue to grow and 
always move with primarily 
second-time homebuyers and 
retirees. The prices will start to 
rise because of the unique gift 
of the Chesapeake Bay. Our 
community plays a key factor 
in the survival of our areas, 
school systems, jobs and eco-
nomic growth, area events and 
more. One thing is for certain, 
we all love the Rivah areas!

Katie and David Dew are-
licensed Realtors in Virginia 
who work at Isabell K. Horsley 
Real Estate in Lancaster 
County. 804-435-2644, www.
HorsleyRealEstate.com
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 Choice. Dignity. Fulfillment. Independence.

20 Delfae Drive, Warsaw, VA 22572  •  804-313-8299
riversideonline.com/orchard

Live a healthier and more independent life on your 
schedule, not ours. You choose how you spend your day 
and our caring, flexible staff are trained to support you. 

And while our person-centered care is dedicated to 
nurturing this relationship with you, our highly 

trained staff is also skilled in providing 
24- hour medical support when needed.

Andersen® - The most trusted name in windows and doors

Call us!
We always have
Truckload Pricing

Gardening 
to burn 
calories

If you think that the only way 
to exercise and burn calories 
involves gym equipment, think 
again. Yard work can be just 
as challenging as a thorough 
aerobics workout at a nearby 
fitness club.

To reap the greatest benefits, 
gardeners should use as little 
motorized machinery as 
possible. Manual tools will 
get you moving and can burn a 
substantial amount of calories.

Try to vary positions and 
alternate which hands you use 
to reduce strain and get an 
even workout. Fitness experts 
say that gardening can improve 
strength, increase endurance 
and assist with flexibility. 

According to a report in the 
UK publication The Telegraph, 
clearing a pond or weeding 
can burn some 300 calories 
in an hour. Forty-five minutes 
worth of gardening can burn as 
many calories as 30 minutes of 
aerobics.

www.SSentinel.com
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SANDRA   HARGETT  
804-436-3454

Sandra.Hargett@ColdwellBanker.com

WWW.SANDRAHARGETT.COM

Voted BEST  
Real Estate Firm 
in Eastern VA in 2016!

NNAR
2015 Ruby Award

Local Expertise & Knowledge 
with a Brand Name

SEASONS OF SERENITY
Beautiful Sunsets      Walking Trails      Native Plantings    Wildlife & Birds Abound      Deep Water Dock

Balls Creek/Great Wicomico River
24+ acres 1114’ Waterfront, Pool, Guest Quarters, Dock

Offered for $1,595,000

A GARDEN DESIGN HOME FOR ALL SEASONS!

TT 

m

M

EASONS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Millions of acres across 
North America are devoted to 
lush, green lawns. 

According to Duke 
University’s Nicholas School 
of the Environment, lawns 
take up 40.5 million acres 
and individuals spend $30 
billion on average for lawn 
and garden upkeep in the U.S 
alone. People certainly love 
their lawns and often wonder 

Weeding through lawncare service options
if those lawns are best left in 
the hands of professionals.

The National Gardening 
Association states that 72% 
of American households do 
some work in their yards. 
However, a growing number 
of homeowners also hire 
others to make their lawns 
look pristine. Homeowners 
who want to leave lawncare 
to the professionals can 

consider the following factors 
as they search for a company 
that best suits their needs. 
• Work with a licensed 

and insured company. 
Lawncare services that 
are licensed and insured 
provide more peace of 
mind to homeowners than 
the alternatives. Should 
an injury occur on your 
property while work is 

being done, an insured 
business will be able to take 
care of it and you won’t be 
liable.

• Ask about membership 
in a professional or 
trade organization. 
Businesses that belong 
to an organization invest 
in continually learning 
about the evolution of 
lawncare. This increases 

the likelihood that member 
companies will be up-to-
date regarding the latest, 
most environmentally 
friendly lawncare 
techniques. Participation 
in a trade organization also 
may indicate education in 
the landscaping field.

• Research reviews before 
hiring. Although public 
reviews may not paint the 
entire picture and they 
often reflect only the very 
positive or very negative 
experiences previous 
customers have had with 
a given business, they can 
provide an idea of how a 
lawncare company interacts 
with its customers. 
Prospective customers 
who contact the Better 
Business Bureau may learn 
if there have been any 
glaring complaints against 
a particular contractor.

• Find out which services 
are offered. Ask each 
business what services 
they provide. While nearly 
every lawncare contractor 
will mow the lawn and trim 
shrubs, many homeowners 
prefer companies that 
can adapt when the yard 
needs a change. This may 
include pest treatments, 
fertilization, aeration, and 
seasonal cleanups.

• Look for a company that’s 
organized and connected. 
Customer service should 
be a factor when choosing 
a lawncare service. You 
want to be able to reach 
the company promptly. 
A company that responds 
quickly is ideal, especially 
if you need to change a 
service or need to inquire 
about additional or 
emergency work.
Shopping for a lawncare 

service can take time and 
effort, but the results will 
be well worth it when 
homeowners have lawns and 
landscapes that make their 
neighbors green with envy.
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      by Tom Chillemi

“There’s nothing on TV.” How can that be? I pay for more than 100 channels. 
THE PROBLEM: To me, most of it’s a bunch of shlock—if art imitates life, 

we are close to the end of civilization. How many times can they rerun the history 
of World War II?

Why pay for a bunch of programs you “never” watch?
Internet TV has snowballed, driven by demand.
In 10 minutes searching the internet, one can find numerous alternatives to 

one-size-fits-all TV. 
Digital Trends.com explained it clear enough so that even a non-techie could 

understand.
The first thing needed is an internet broadband connection that is up to speed, 

which can be checked at sites such as TestMy.net. And it should be checked at 
high-demand times in the evening when more people are streaming. Netflix 
recommends 25Mbps. 

Next, see what’s available over the air locally with a good HD antenna. You 
might get the four major networks for free. There is even a tool to analyze 
antennas, which will be placed indoors or on a window. Some antennas are built 
to pick up signals from varying ranges of more than 50 miles.

Next on the list is a way to control your devices, such as your remote control. 
One device is headphone compatible, others are voice assisted or activated.

It’s time to pick your streaming service based on what you want. Some offer 
only past TV seasons, others have sports and limited live TV. And, there is even 
commercial free TV of current shows, which air soon after their first run. 

With all the options there’s a package to suit your preferences. Many come 
without a contract.

Competition among providers works to the customers’ advantage with pricing. 
And there are introductory offers to weed through.

Do your research. What do you want? Costs could exceed cable or satellite TV 
if you want it all.  

It’s a safe bet that streaming is here to stay, and the choices expand as more 
viewers look to the future of TV.

More TV options are on the way

LAWYERS TITLE / MIDDLE PENINSULA  
NORTHERN NECK AGENCY AND

TIDELAND TITLE AGENCY, L.C.�
Residential Real Estate Closings

• Purchases 
• Real Estate Loans

Serving the Middle Peninsula and surrounding area since 1979�
Edward P. Harrow, Jr., President

Toll Free (800) 801-5359  •  (804) 758-2368
Fax (804) 758-5688  •  eharrow@ltmp.org

www.ltmp.org

HWH Office Centre
868 Gloucester Road, P.O. Box 120

Saluda, Virginia 23149
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Noblett
3x10

CRALLE INSURANCE AGENCY
GENERAL INSURANCE

Callao, VA 22435
APRIL N. O’BIER

Agent

(804) 529-6226

The ALLEN
GROUP, Inc.

758-2037
www.allengroupbuilders.com

MILL-END
car pet shop & ware house

BUILDERS • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
Carpet • Vinyl • Area Rugs • Hardwood
Luxury Vinyl Tile • Custom Rug Binding

Ceramic Tile • Laminate • VCT • Area Rug Cleaning

Serving the Middle Peninsula &
Northern Neck for over 30 years.

804-776-6611
www.mill-end.com

Customized Sheds & Barns

Saluda Sheds
Rt. 17 Bypass  •  Saluda, VA

804-815-1324
saludasheds@gmail.com

*See store for details.

Now thru April 26

When you think, shop and buy locally, YOU help build schools, improve roads, 
and support those who employ your friends and neighbors.



42 • windows on the Bay  •  March 30, 2017

JEWELL’S BUILDINGS

Located between Haynesville & Village

Celebrating 20 Years
of Quality Buildings & Service

Standard & Custom Built 
Old Fashioned Quality

J

New England Cape Cod

Custom Construction  
and Renovations

170 Moran Creek Rd  Weems, VA
www.riverviewnnk.com

JAMES H. WARD, JR.
Attorney at Law�

Over 39 years Experience 
in Real Estate and Criminal Law�

(804) 758-5391
(804) 758-5443 (fax)

jward@jhwardlaw.com

LOCATIONS IN SALUDA AND KILMARNOCK

Licensed 
Class A & 
Insured 804-241-5630

Love Your Outdoor Space
Hardscape  •  Retaining Walls •  Irrigation  •  Sod

Landscape Lighting  •  Living Shoreline

www.facebook.com/EMIhardyville/emiinc.jc@gmail.com
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HUGE SPRING WINDOW SALE
You Must Mention this ad to get these Special Prices
Discount Building Supply & Surplus

804-333-1234 

Replacement Windows by “Andersen” Silverline 1200 Series

like us on facebook!
804-333-1234

R.O.
24" W x 36" H
32" W x 36" H
32" W x 48" H
36" W x 48" H
32" W x 54" H
36" W x 54" H
36" W x 60" H

$
$85
$99

$104
$106
$107
$109
$112

R.O.
20" W x 30" H 
24" W x 36" H
32" W x 48" H
36" W x 48" H
32" W x 54" H
36" W x 54" H

$
$75
$86

$109
$113
$115
$120

ALL REPLACEMENT WINDOWS ARE MADE TO EXACT SIZE TO FIT YOUR R.O.

SALE PRICES AVAILABLE ON SPECIAL ORDERS ONLY

New Construction Windows by “United Window & Door” 2900 Series Single Hung

The return of warm weather 
in the spring often marks the 
return of animals and insects 
as well. The spring season is a 
popular time for insects to mate 
and build nests. This also may 
be a time when homeowners 
see ant “swarms” in or around 
their homes. 

Ants and termites are social 
creatures, and when their 
colonies become too large, 

Addressing spring ant problems
flying ants will spread out in 
search of new territories and 
to establish new queens. This 
mobility may also be coupled 
with an increasing number of 
ants marching on the ground 
and scaling walls. 

Although many species of 
ants are harmless, homeowners 
do not want to see ants inside 
their homes—especially in 
large numbers. The following 

strategies can help homeowners 
address ant infestations this 
spring.

•Identify the type of ant 
around your property. Consult 
with online guides or books to 
identify the species of ant on 
your property. Knowing which 
species of ant is in or around 
your home can help you address 
the problem more effectively.

•Create a food trap. Ants 

are attracted to various food 
sources, such as fats, sweets 
and proteins. Mixing a very 
small amount of a food with 
boric acid can help control ant 
populations. Ants will bring 
tainted food back to their 
colonies and perish.

•Keep a clean house. Use 
vinegar, soap and water to 
clean areas where ants are seen. 
Many leave a scent trail of 

pheromones to tell others where 
to go for a food source.

•Treat carpenter ants at the 
source. Carpenter ants will not 
bring back food to the nest. 
Instead, sprinkle diatomaceous 
earth, or DE, around outdoor 
nests to eradicate colonies.

•Work with an exterminator. 
If home remedies do not 
work, consult with a trained 
exterminator.

Hiring a 
landscape 
architect

Hiring a landscape architect 
may be a smart move for 
homeowners who are planning 
major overhauls of their 
properties. “The Operational 
Outlook Handbook” defines 
a landscape architect as “a 
person who designs parks, 
outdoor spaces of campuses, 
recreational facilities, private 
homes, and other open areas.”

Landscape architects 
typically must be licensed and 
many hold degrees in landscape 
architecture from accredited 
schools. Architects who work 
on residential spaces often work 
with homeowners to design 
gardens, plantings, stormwater 
management and pools.

Landscape architects design 
spaces to do more than merely 
look good. Designs also are 
about functionality and meeting 
the needs of the homeowner. 
Outdoor spaces are designed 
after considering what the 
homeowner wants to experience 
and how homeowners want to 
use a given space.

Landscape architects often 
do not plant and maintain 
these spaces. Rather, architects 
collaborate with other 
landscaping professionals to 
produce the final results. 
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Fairy Gardens

Whimsical, magical and enchanting aren’t typically 
words associated with gardening, unless referring 
to fairy gardening, an indoor and outdoor trend 

that is increasing in popularity. 
The art of fairy gardening has been around for hundreds 

of years. The historical origins of fairies date back to French 
medieval times. Over the years, goblins and gnomes 
became popular additions to outdoor gardens. 

But lately, miniature magical creatures and their accessories 
are popping up on aisles of superstores and arts and crafts 
chain stores. 

addiction. 

I love it. I don’t know why it’s become so popular, maybe 

Fairies are generally described as diminutive creatures with 
human appearances and magical powers. They have been 
thought to live in the beds of gardens. Fairy gardening, with 
its miniature decor and petite plants invite in the fairies, or 
so that’s the lore. 

There are no rules to follow when creating a fairy garden, 
except be imaginative. 

Close your eyes tight
Sprinkle a little Fairy Dust
Now open them to a childlike 
 reverie
Where each twilight twinkle Is 
 an invitational to dream

K. D’Angelo

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

South’s outdoor fairy gardens include beach scenes, 
complete with surf boards, lounge chairs and beach 
umbrellas. She even changes some of her indoor gardens 
with the seasons, using Halloween and Christmas 
decorations. 

said. “And it can be as expensive or inexpensive as you 

South started making fairy gardens “really before it was 

decorated with miniatures. She was a Hospice nurse at the 

or indoors in a glass container or oversized teacup, fairy 
gardens can literally be placed anywhere. 

She has one collection which costs about $150, but says if 

When including a fairy garden in your outdoor garden, place it under a tree, 
porch or awning for protection from the elements.
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Tips for making an indoor fairy garden 
Materials needed 
• Wide pot or glass container 
• 2-3 small plants 

• Soil 

tiny walkways then place miniature fairies and accessories to make 
a scene. Keep plants trimmed and watered. Depending on the 
plants used, place near a bright, sunny spot. 

If you are making an outdoor fairy garden in a container, be sure 
to place it under protective covering, perhaps a porch or awning. 
If using fairies and accessories in an outdoor ground garden, try 
to place it under a large shade tree or again under cover to avoid 
excessive wind and rain. 

you’re crafty, pieces can be made out of twigs and acorns. 

Dawn Harding of Winchester have created FaeCraft, a 
business selling homemade fairy garden items. 

Daniel has been making pieces for about a year and has 
started selling them at the farmer’s markets. 

Daniel said she always liked fairy gardens but found some 
of the purchased pieces to “look cheesy. So I said, I’m 

She watched a few how-to videos on the internet and is 
now a pro at forming houses out of natural items like bark, 
wood and moss. She uses polymer clay to make doors and 
mushrooms. 

Daniel says she hasn’t mastered making the tiny faces out 
of clay just yet, but does make miniature people out of pine 
cones, gourds, sticks and bark. 

Last year, she sold pieces at the Fredericksburg Fall Fairy 
Festival, an event devoted to all things fairy, including arts 
and crafts, games, vendors and Celtic music. The festival 
includes a fairy house and fairy garden contest. 

Along with the actual fairies, gardens can include tiny 
fences, benches, gazebos, houses, really anything you can 

imagine, said South. 
She purchases her pieces 

individually and in sets. She says 
beginners who don’t want to make 

pieces for under $20.
For her outside gardens, South 

plants stepables, which tolerate 

include miniature ferns, ivy, herbs 
or any kind terrarium plant. The 
key, she said, is keeping them 

continued on the next page

Melanie South (center) helps 
residents at an assisted living 
community make indoor fairy 
gardens.

Andrea Daniel makes and sells 
miniature accessories  

for fairy gardens.

Melanie South’s landscaping includes several whimsical fairy gardens.
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Northern Neck 804-724-0829
www.deedavidandco.com  info@deedavidandco.com

Mention Ad, Receive $50 off in-home consultation 

We’re not just designers, we’re cooks. We think kitchens should be 
efficient to use, enjoyable to view, and full of fun!

WE SPECIALIZE IN REMODELING: KITCHENS, BATHROOMS,
OUTDOOR KITCHENS, LAUNDRY ROOMS & MORE!

DESIGN  FURNISH  DELIVER

continued from previous page

Fairy Gardens

continued on the next page

Andrea Daniel makes colorful, 
miniature doors out of clay  
and uses natural items such as bark, leaves and wood to 
make small houses.

FleetBrothers, Inc.
(804)776-6600
fleetbrothers.com

Brownley Septic Service
Locally Owned for over 30 years

Serving the Middle Peninsula and surrounding areas
Commercial & Residential

Septic Tank and Grease Trap Cleaning  •  Septic Inspections
High Pressure Jet Washing  •  Distribution Box Cleaning

804-776-9485
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continued from previous page

Fairy Gardens
plant dealers can offer suggestions, she said. 

South even adds solar lights to her garden for 
a serene nighttime glow. 

Indoor fairy gardens can be made in pottery or glass 
bowls and are a relatively inexpensive decoration.

If the power goes out 
will you be ready?
No more worries of blackouts, brownouts or weather related 
outages. Just peace of mind that 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
your home and family are protected against electrical failure.

• Fully automatic • Permanently installed
• More practical than a portable

HURD’s, INC.

START RIGHT. START HERE.
Deltaville, Va. • 776-9241

9kW 16 circuits $2,447
11kW 16 circuits $2,949
16kW 16 circuits $3,699
20kW Smart Switch  $4,497
22KW Smart Switch $4,647

9kW – 22 kW include transfer switch!

FREE    
INSTALLATION    

ESTIMATE

GUARDIAN AUTOMATIC HOME STANDBY GENERATORS

Wesley Hatchell, Sr.

804-758-0357
Cell: 804-347-9843

GENERATOR
Installation & Service
GGG

Includes transfer switch



Urbanna 758-5372 / Saluda 758-2777 / Deltaville 776-9295

www.mason r ea l t y. c om

Mas n Realty, Inc.

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER – Kilmer’s Point – Phe-
nomenal views! Beautiful 4 bedroom, 3 ½ tile bath, 
Open floor plan, master suite on first floor. 40’ River 
room, att’d 2 car garage, Handicap accessible… Rip 
rap shore & lighted pier. Community pool, tennis, boat 
slip, water & sewer. $610,000 

Eric Johnson 
804-815-8374 • eric@masonrealty.com

PIANKATANK RIVER – Point Anne –  9 rooms, 3 
baths, MBR/balcony, covered porch, 725 sqft of deck.  
Great for entertaining or family functions.  Large pier /
boat lift.  Great river views!  3’ MLW.  3 car attached 
garage.  $459,900 

Eric Johnson 
804-815-8374 • eric@masonrealty.com

LAGRANGE CREEK –  Breathtaking views overlook-
ing River – Custom 4 bedroom, 2 full and 2 half bath.  
Hardwood floors, great kitchen /Granite & sitting area.  
Formal dining room,  2 car garage, paved drive.  Pier , 
Sand beach.  3 ¾ acres.  Many extras! $875,000 

Eric Johnson 
804-815-8374 • eric@masonrealty.com

URBANNA – Lovely Rancher in pristine condition of-
fering 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, Corian counters, 9’ ceil-
ings, walk-in closets, gas logs, crown moldings.  De-
tached 44x48 3-bay garage with high ceilings for many 
uses.  Priced to sell $298,500 

Craig Hall 
804-815-8494  • craig@masonrealty.com

COBBS CREEK – 3 bedroom, 2 bath waterfront 
condo /loft area, walk-in closets.  Easy access to 
Piankatank River off Chesapeake Bay.  Great water 
views!  Maintenance-free living!  Pool, boat slip, dock.  
Convenient location!  A Must See!  $319,900 

Jean Darman 
804-577-7083 • jean@masonrealty.com

GARNETT HILL – Urbanna – Beautiful replication 
of “Parson Capen House” in Topsfield MA - Early 
Colonial architecture with modern conveniences. 
+3,100 sqft, 3 BR, 2 ½ BA, garage, basement, well 
landscaped/terraced gardens.  Nearby water access. 
$369,500 

R.D. Johnson 
804-815-8320 • rd@masonrealty.com

TOPPING – 2 bedroom, 2 bath home with nice screen 
porch and detached garage on Meachim Creek.  Dock 
with boatlift, good water depth.  Located on a point – 
Nice privacy!  Great buy at only $289,400 

Marvin Mason 
804-815-8391 • marvin@masonrealty.com

LAGRANGE CREEK – Near Urbanna - Super views 
of LaGrange Creek! Well-built 3 bedrooms, 2 baths 
Ranch,  private setting, pier /water & electric, in-ground 
heated pool, hot tub, large master suite, river room, 
fireplace… A must see!  $449,500 

Craig Hall 
804-815-8494 • craig@masonrealty.com

HARTFIELD – River Run – Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
vinyl sided ranch house, attached 2 car garage, coun-
try porch, rear deck.  Detached 27x38 garage, 15x38 
lean-to - Lots of storage.  Almost 5 wooded acres Pri-
vate river access. $279,900 

R.D. Johnson 
840-815-8320 • rd@masonrealty.com

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER – Heritage Point in 
Deltaville – Enjoy endless views of the Rappahannock 
River and Chesapeake Bay!  Beautiful wide sand 
beach.  Excellent neighborhood.  Community boat 
ramp.  Lot is cleared and ready to build your dream 
home!!  $299,000 

Eric Johnson 
804-815-8374 • eric@masonrealty.com

Irvin R. Shackelford  . .815-8400
Jean Darman . . . . . . . .577-7083
Zani Autry  . . . . . . . . . .512-8350
Bill Kallam . . . . . . . . . .832-1024
Phil Loftis  . . . . . . . . . .366-1778
Carolyn Bailey . . . . . . .366-2554

Realtors 
and 

Appraisers

Eric Johnson  . . . . . . .  815-8374
Craig Hall. . . . . . . . . . .815-8494
Marvin Mason  . . . . . . .815-8391
Steve Darman . . . . . . .815-2036
R. D. Johnson II . . . . . .815-8320
Walter Lawson, Jr. . . . .832-9109

WHITING CREEK Access – Custom 4 bedroom, 3 
bath Cape. Tiled foyer, wainscoting, gorgeous stone 
fireplace,  kitchen with island, custom cabinets,… 
9’ ceilings, first floor master…  Full basement, 2 car 
attached garage. Access to Whiting Creek and pier.    
$329,000 

Irvin Shackelford 
804-815-8400 • irvin@masonrealty.com

PIANKATANK RIVER – Hartfield -  Furnished 2 
bedroom, 1 bath waterfront cottage - Move-In Ready!  
Screen porch - Beautiful views!  Pier /boatlift, rip-rap 
shoreline.  Storage building.  Community beach, docks 
and boat ramp, playground.  Golf course nearby!  
$329,000 

Irvin Shackelford 
804-815-8400 • irvin@masonrealty.com

Since 1957


