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Sharon Mundy lives in the Sandy 
Point area of Wicomico Church 

and is battling end-stage cancer.
She was determined to see the 

Kilmarnock Christmas parade, an 
event she loved and attended every 
year.

“Rivah Antiques and Accessories 
offered to move a foldable bed to a 
window overlooking the street,” said 
Delinda Nelson.

Sharon was ready. Then, due to 
weather, the Kilmarnock parade was 
cancelled. Was that the sad end to 
the story? No—read on.  

According to Katie Parker, “We 
owe a lot to Sharon for bringing the 
neighborhood together.” 

 Five years ago, Sharon organized 
the first neighborhood Fourth of 
July parade. She distributed fliers 
inviting neighbors to decorate riding 
mowers, golf carts, bikes, scooters, 
cars, boats on trailers and any other 
moving vehicle. People responded 
and the parade set off on its short 
Sandy Point circle route sometimes 
going twice around because it was 
so much fun. 

The parade grew in size every 
year. Born heres, come heres, week-
enders, visitors and their friends 
got to know each other. People who 
didn’t ride brought folding chairs 
to the street to cheer, clap and take 
photos.

“Several of us decided to show our 
thanks, support and love by organiz-
ing a Sandy Point Christmas parade 
just for her,” said Stacey Akers. The 
word went out. People stopped shop-
ping, baking, addressing envelopes 
and hanging ornaments.  

They decorated vehicles instead. 
“My dad volunteered to put on 

his Santa Claus costume and ride 
in the parade,” said Janet Harrison. 
The next day, December 10, more than 30 vehicles of various descriptions lined up, most containing four or more 
people. The parade joyfully and slowly rode past Sharon’s house. Her family wheeled her to the glass front door 
and took a video. Deputy Stephan Akers from the Sheriff ’s office led the parade with his squad car’s lights flash-
ing. Four fire trucks from the Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department came next. A pickup pulled a boat filled with 
cheering children. There was a riding mower. Many golf carts were decorated and one held Santa Claus who went 
up to the front door to give Sharon a hug.

“What a tribute to a lovely courageous friend and neighbor,” said Rhea Francis Talley.”
More than one person had tears in their eyes at the outpouring of love, thanks and Christmas spirit directed at 

this woman, her family and each other. All of us knew that this was the most moving experience we will have this 
season. 

And yes, Virginia, Christmas miracles still happen.
Susan F. Moore is a resident of Sandy Point. 

Pre-Christmas magic
The magic of Christmas comes alive nightly at the Front Porch Coffeehouse & Gathering Place in Kilmarnock, 
even when it snows. More snow coverage appears on page A2. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

LANCASTER—Two long and distin-
guished careers leading Lancaster gov-
ernment drew to a close Monday night 
as Butch Jenkins and Wally Beauchamp 
attended their final meeting as members 
of the Lancaster board of supervisors.

Jenkins, who weathered some hard 
fought battles over the years to retain 
his position in District 1, served for 
24 years, beginning January 1, 1994. 
He served as board chairman for eight 
years in 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001-02, 
2005-06 and 2013.

Jenkins was well known for his con-
servative fiscal positions and ability to 
hold down property taxes while main-
taining a solid financial position for the 
county. He also stood up for disadvan-
taged and lower income families and 
supported industries important to the 
economy, such as fishing and agricul-
ture. He is the “go-to expert” on local 
history, including Mary Ball Washing-
ton. 

Beauchamp represented District 5 for 
20 years beginning January 1, 1998. He 
served as board chairman for the years 
2000, 2011-12, and 2014. His service 
also was recognized by the Virginia 
Association of Counties.

Beauchamp’s votes always favored 
preservation of the historical and rural 
integrity of Lancaster. He was an active 
participant in the Northern Neck Plan-
ning District Commission and headed 
the county’s Emergency Management 
Services department, adding paid EMS 
professionals to the staff.

During major weather events, he was 
always on duty 24/7, leading operations 
to keep citizens safe and provide services 
as needed. Residents could find him 
on county roads with a sheriff’s deputy 
monitoring road conditions and closures 
immediately following a storm.  

Many residents across the county now 
have energy efficient homes and indoor 
plumbing as a result of the leadership 
of Jenkins and Beauchamp in obtaining 
federal and state grants.

From left, Lancaster board of supervisors vice chairman Ernest Palin 
presents service awards to outgoing supervisors Wally Beauchamp and 
Butch Jenkins.

Longtime supervisors 
recognized for service

Christmas miracles still happen

Santa greets Sharon Mundy after the community stages a parade in her 
honor.

by Susan F. Moore

IRVINGTON—It appears a pro-
posed ordinance for planned unit devel-
opments (PUD) is over for everyone but 
the planning commission.

At last week’s commission meeting, 
chairman Bill Young, member Frank 
Tetrick and council liaison Mike Merrill 
continued to discuss options to an ordi-
nance that would include townhouses, 
but with less density. 

At the beginning of the meeting, 
planner Bonnie Schaschek moved to 
table the ordinance in order for mem-
bers to do more research on options. It 
was seconded by Tetrick.

“If we table this, then we’re done for 
tonight,” said Young.

During the discussion, member Ed 
Sulick suggested all mention of town-
houses be eliminated from the ordi-
nance.

“We don’t want (to create) a barrier to 
this,” said Merrick. “We can’t do noth-
ing. There are plenty of issues.”

Merrick noted they may not know all 
of the issues, “We can still move for-
ward.”

Tetrick withdrew his second from 
Schaschek’s motion, which killed it. 
Then Sulick moved to eliminate any 
reference to townhouses from the draft.

“We need some mix of houses…
with some idea of capping that,” argued 
Tetrick. “I know we don’t want to see a 
mass of townhouses.”

“The town has spoken to us,” said 
Sulick. “They are vehemently opposed 
not only to the density, but to the style 
of the townhouse. That in itself is suf-
ficient to say no townhouses.”

His comments drew a round of 
applause from the 60 people in atten-
dance.

A motion to postpone a vote to March 
passed 4-0-2 with Schaschek and new 
member Mike Matheson abstaining. 

Planners then voted 6-0 not to for-
ward the ordinance to town council.

A few citizens spoke after the final 
vote.

Mary Chapman garnered the support 
of most residents in the room when she 
said, “We don’t have to chase dollars 
to become a mini-Kilmarnock. We can 
be who we are. People aren’t detoured 
by the lack of urban development. The 
town is not failing or dying. People 
came here for a certain type of life, a 
certain type of place.”

She admonished commission mem-
bers for causing “divisiveness” when 
they moved the ordinance forward in 
haste. “You need to do more listening 
and less rushing,” she said.  

Planning commission
postpones vote on PUD
proposal until March

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson
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Snowfall adds another dimension to Kilmarnock’s Town 
Centre Park. Although the snow brought a little chaos to the 
community, it was still picturesque. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Winter arrives in Callao. Photo by Dana O’Bier

The first seasonal snowfall left about two inches of white 
powder across town, including on holiday decorations in front 
of the Kilmarnock Inn. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Corrottoman Baptist Church in Ottoman is blanketed by the 
freshly fallen snow, adding to a solemn stillness surrounding 
this reminder of the season. Photo by Denise Comer

First snowfall of the season creates havoc
A little snow caused numer-

ous accidents and played havoc 
on several holiday activities 
across the Northern Neck last 
weekend. 

Friday afternoon’s snow and 
freezing rain mixture canceled 
Kilmarnock’s 39th annual 
Lighted Christmas Parade, 
which turned out to be a good 
call. According to Major Wil-
liam Webb of the Lancaster 

County Sheriff’s Department, 
there were eight accidents 
reported on county roads from 
6:30 to 11:30 p.m., including 
two overturned vehicles. For-

tunately, there were no serious 
injuries. 

The Northern Neck received 
varying amounts of snow-
fall, from about two inches in 

Lancaster County to almost 
four in Richmond County. All 
area schools canceled sport-
ing events and extracurricular 
activities over the weekend. 

CLARAVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland school board on 
December 11 accepted a settle-
ment in a lawsuit filed by Michael 
Ransome, a former principal at 
Northumberland Middle School.

District 3 member Gerald 
Howard made the motion after a 
closed session, stating, “The law-
suit is resolved to the satisfaction 
of both parties.” 

After the meeting, board 
members individually named in 
the lawsuit, District 1 member 
Dana O’Bier and District 5 
member Gayle Sterrett, as well 
as parent Steve Berman, each 
said the resolution absolved 
them. All were barred by the 
terms of the agreement from 
making any comment beyond 
Howard’s statement.

In November, 2016, Ransome 

filed a $7.4 million lawsuit, also 
naming the school board, after 
he was removed June 29, 2016, 
as the middle school principal 
and transferred to a central office 
position. His lawsuit claimed that 
O’Bier, Sterrett and Berman con-
spired together to remove him in 
violation of his contract. 

The defendants claimed 
that Ransome is an “at-will 
employee,” meaning he could be 
terminated without cause, and 
that employment interests are not 
actionable. Also, they noted there 
was nothing to support a mutual 
agreement required to form a 
conspiracy. Additionally, since 
he was assigned a central office 
position at the same $79,000 
salary, there was no adverse 
employment action.

Support for Ransome’s law-
suit was spearheaded by District 
3 supervisor James Long, who 

filed a petition with the court to 
remove O’Bier from her position 
on the school board. According 
to Northumberland Circuit Court 
records, the court dismissed the 
petition as a nonsuit in Septem-
ber 2016.

In other business, the school 
board also recognized the 16-year 
record of service to schools by 
outgoing District 2 member 
Dean Sumner.

In a final address to the board, 
Sumner said, “The administra-
tion today is the strongest I’ve 
seen in my 16 years.” He com-
mended superintendent Dr. 
Holly Wargo for hiring “kind, 
great people,” and former super-
intendent Dr. Rebecca Gates 
for hiring Wargo. He also noted 
the financial success of former 
superintendent Clint Stables 
“which enabled them to build 
new schools.”

LANCASTER—County 
Treasurer Bonnie Dickson’s 
record of 100% collection 
of taxes each year helped 
keep Lancaster County in an 
excellent position for its 2017 
audit.

Paul Lee, auditor with 
Robinson, Farmers and Cox, 
reported the county is in 
excellent shape financially.

“There are no deficiencies 
in the internal control report,” 
said Lee. “The federal com-
pliance report was very good 
as it has been for several 
years.”

Lee also recognized the 
school district returned 
$361,000 to the county in 
unspent funds.

He noted that while Lan-
caster’s tax collection is 
always at 100%, he warned 
that “…any fluctuation in that 
would reflect in the fund bal-
ance,” which he said should 
be higher, at 14 to 15%.
Other business

After a public hearing with 
no public comments, super-
visors voted 4-0 to accept 
changes to Article 14 of the 
zoning ordinance that would 
allow two alternate mem-
bers on the Board of Zoning 
Appeals.

“This will ensure all appli-
cants have a full five-member 
board to hear their case,” said 
assistant county administrator 
Don Gill.

Board chairman William 
Lee could not attend the meet-
ing due to a family emergency. 
Members supporting the 
change included Butch Jen-
kins, Wally Beauchamp, Ernest 
Palin and Jason Bellows.

Supervisors also approved 
Soma Global’s bid of 
$230,000 over four years for a 
technology system at the sher-
iff ’s department to improve 
dispatch, mobile data law 
enforcement records and jail 
management.

“The bid is $22,000 under 
the Capital Improvement 
Budget request,” reported Sgt. 
Jeffrey Haywood.

Supervisors postponed 
the board’s reorganizational 
meeting until January 11 due 
to new members taking office 
January 1.

Lancaster 
finances
said in
good shape

by Audrey Thomasson

Settlement is reached in lawsuit involving
school board and former NMS principal

by Audrey Thomasson
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER
Accept Quality Consignments

And Buy AntiquesWHITE STONE—White 
Stone’s leadership has set a 
deadline for receiving and sub-
mitting necessary paperwork 
for its public sewer project and 
town attorney Matson Terry is 
nervous about it. 

“We’re going to be slammed, 
getting this done in this short 
amount of time,” said Terry, who 
will be doing title work for the 
easement and usage contracts 
necessary for funding for the 
sewer project. 

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, he, mayor Randy 
Reeves and Terry have set Feb-
ruary 28 as the target date to 
have all the contracts completed 
for submission to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Development program. 
The town is receiving over 
$4.5 million in loan and grant 
funding from the program for 
its public sewer project. Frere 
advised council of the impend-
ing deadline at last Thursday’s 
meeting.

There are some 240 parcels 
within the project area needing 
usage and easement contracts. 
Frere and mayor Reeves plan to 
go door-to-door to get the con-
tracts signed. 

Terry is not charging attorney 
fees for the title work. The only 
charges incurred by the town 
will be for the materials needed 
for the actual documentation and 
for filing work.

Frere also announced the town 
will close on a land purchase this 
week. Back in March, council 
voted to purchase a 19.483-acre 
tract on Mosquito Point Road on 
which to locate the public sew-
er’s wastewater treatment plant. 
The property is owned by Bling 
Bling LLC. 

According to the State Corpo-
ration Commission website, the 
registered agent for the company 
is David Nova of White Stone. 
The parcel is currently used as 
farmland. 

Because the town is facing 
deadline on top of deadline, 
council voted unanimously, 6-0, 
to postpone its application for a 
downtown revitalization grant 
until 2019. The town didn’t 
receive funding for the proposed 
commercial area makeover from 
the Department of Housing and 
Community Development in 
2017. Council had previously 
voted to have Frere begin the 
reapplication process for 2018. 

“Our intent is to apply next 
year, but we need to put all our 
efforts towards the sewer,” said 
Frere. 

Frere believes by showing 
that work is under way with the 

Ticking clock: White Stone officials set Feb. 28 
deadline on public sewer project paperwork

Suzanne Reynolds, with the Lancaster County Circuit Court 
Clerk’s office, swore in White Stone Town Council member 
Ran Reeves prior to last Thursday’s meeting. Reeves was 
appointed to fill the vacant seat of the late Joe Sliakis and was 
elected for a full term during a special election in November. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

sewer project, the application 
has a better chance of approval. 

Mayor Reeves and Frere plan 
to visit all the business owners 
willing to participate in the 
facade and employment pro-
grams to update them on the 
town’s plan. 

Irving Brittingham made the 
motion to delay the grant applica-
tion until 2019 and Blair Kenyon 
made the second. Voting in favor 
were Brittingham, Kenyon, Paul 
Elbourn, Ran Reeves, William 
Hubbard and Drew Hubbard. 
Council member Kelli Blanken-

ship was absent. 
Frere also hopes work for the 

next four homes in the housing 
rehab project will be approved by 
the management team this week. 
Rehabilitation work or complete 
demolition and rebuild has been 
completed on five homes in the 
project area already, said Frere. 

“We’ve had a number of 
people come in [to the town 
office] and say how nice it 
looks,” he said. “We’re getting a 
lot of compliments.”

In a related matter, council 
voted unanimously to approve a 

recent audit completed by Rivers 
Accounting LLC. The audit, 
from July 2016 through June 
2017, was needed for Phase II 
funding of the sewer project. 

“The audit has already been 
accepted by the state,” said Frere. 

During the public comment 
portion, Roy Carter said he 
approached council two years 
ago about getting new signage 
welcoming visitors to the town. 
He said at that time he had 
donations totaling more than 
$2,000 towards the purchase of 
the signage but council took no 
action. 

“First impressions are 
everything,” said Carter, who 
reminded council White Stone 
is the first town visitors to Lan-
caster County see after crossing 
the newly-painted bridge. 

He said he believes if business 
owners have a choice between 
locating in Kilmarnock or White 
Stone, they’d pick Kilmarnock 
because of the aesthetics. 

Terry told Carter comparing 
the two towns isn’t an appropri-
ate comparison, saying Kilmar-
nock has business and real estate 
taxes and a greater budget. 

Mayor Reeves told Carter 
things don’t happen overnight 
and “we’re working on the 
downtown renovations.”

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. tonight, December 14, in 
the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. 

The board is expected to 
hear from the school superin-
tendent, representatives of the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation, and an audit report. 

County administrator Lutrell 
Tadlock reported the board will 
hold four public hearings at 7 
p.m. Hearings will address: 

user fee rate schedule for the 
Reedville, Fleeton and Callao 
sanitation districts. 

the county code authorizing the 
board of supervisors to estab-
lish the number of responses 
required of volunteer rescue 
and fire department members 
to be eligible for motor vehicle 
exemption from personal prop-
erty tax. 

owner, for a conditional use 
permit to construct an animal 
hospital on residential property 
along Northumberland High-
way in Heathsville. 

Creek Estates Property Owners 
Association Inc., owner, for a 
conditional use permit to con-
struct and operate a restaurant 
at 362 Club Drive in the Indian 
Creek Estates Subdivision. The 
restaurant is part of an Indian 
Creek Yacht & Country Club 
expansion project.

The Agenda
Local Government News



A4   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
vice president Jim Bul-
lard reported crews recently 
responded to the following calls 
for assistance:

November 1: At 8:30 a.m., 
the owner of a disabled 42-foot 
trans-Atlantic cutter sailboat 
requested assistance in Lodge 
Creek. Rescue 3 was dispatched 
from Olverson’s Marina and 
started towing the sailboat out 
of the Yeocomico River when 
the captain reported he was 
taking on water.

Rescue 3 quickly turned 
around and docked the boat at 
Krentz Marine where the sail-
boat was pumped out and a 
rotten hose was discovered and 
repaired. Rescue 3 then towed 
the sailboat down the Potomac 
River and into Coan River 
Marina where the boat was to 
be hauled out for repairs. Time 
on call, 3 hours.

November 14: At 9:30 
a.m., Rescue 3 was dispatched 
to tow a 37-foot Bayliner with 
engine failure from Lodge 
Creek to Lewisetta Marina for 
haul out and repair. Time on 
call, 3 hours.

November 19: At 4 p.m., 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office received a 911 
call from an alert waterfront 
homeowner on Ingram Bay 
who reported that a small boat 
carrying a duck blind had just 
capsized in heavy wind and 

there appeared to be two people 
in the water. The dispatcher 
called Buddy Sylvia, senior 
boat captain for Smith Point Sea 
Rescue.

He realized it would take 
at least 30-40 minutes to get a 
crew onto Rescue 1 in Reed-
ville and out to the scene…and 
it was unlikely anyone could 
survive being in cold water, 
about 50F, for that long. So he 
called a member of Sea Rescue 
who lives on a nearby creek 
and asked him to immediately 
launch his personal boat and 
go pull these people out of the 
water and take them to Ingram 
Bay Marina where the Rescue 
Squad would be waiting.

The man was incoherent 
and was wearing waders full 
of water when he was pulled 
aboard the boat, wrapped in 
blankets and transported to 
Ingram Bay Marina just as the 
ambulance arrived. The man 
was carried to the ambulance 
where his body temperature 
did not register on a thermom-
eter that begins at 90F. The man 
was transferred to the hospital 
in Kilmarnock where he was 
treated and later released.

Meanwhile, Rescue 1 had 
arrived on the scene and found 
the capsized boat thanks to a 
flock of attached duck decoys 
that happily floated on the sur-
face. Rescue 1 was able to tow 
the turtled boat and attached 

gear into Ingram Bay Marina. 
Time on call, 2 hours.

November 19: As the crew 
of Rescue 1 was attempting to 
untangle the submerged boat at 
Ingram Bay Marina the Sher-
iff called to report that another 
waterfront citizen had called 
and reported a sailboat aground 
in the Chesapeake Bay off of 
the Chesapeake Beach neigh-
borhood. 

The crew ran out into the bay 
in the dark and in heavy weather 
and could find no sailboat. The 
captain called the resident who 
could no longer see the sailboat 
and it was agreed she would call 
back in the morning if the sail-
boat was again sighted. Time on 
call, 1 hour.

November 21: At 2:45 
p.m., Rescue 1 was dispatched 
to Tipers Creek to assist the 
captain of a 34-foot O’Day sail-
boat with engine failure. The 
boat with one person aboard 
was towed into Jennings Boat-
yard for repairs. Time on call, 
1hour.

November 24: At 2:15 
p.m., the Sheriff received a 911 
call from two fishermen in an 
18-foot open decked skiff with 
engine failure. They reported 
they were in the Bay about four 
miles east of Point Lookout.

 Rescue 1 was dispatched 
from Reedville and using the 
fishermen’s smart phone was 
able to find the craft several 

LANCASTER AND NORTHUMBERLAND SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Pat-

rick McCranie this week reported 
charges against three individuals.
Felonies

Christian P. Lyons, 34, of East 
Church Street was charged December 
4 with two felony counts of assault 
and battery of family member, third 
offense. 

Carlesha S. Reed, 30, of Roanoke 
Rapids, N.C., was charged Decem-
ber 6 with felony revocation of a sus-
pended sentence and probation.
Misdemeanor

 A Greentown Road man, 31, was 
charged December 8 with driving 
while license is suspended or revoked. 
Activity report

December 4: Staff responded to a 
walk-in report of obtaining money by 
false pretenses.

December 5: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of White Marsh Lane 
for a missing adult female who was 
located approximately 3 hours later, 
to the 100 block of Second Street to 
investigate the theft of propane tanks, 
to the 100 block of Holly Haven Road 
for a domestic disturbance, to a walk-
in report of threats to harm another by 
mail, to the 6700 block of Mary Ball 
Road to investigate the theft of a car 
dolly, to Ottoman Ferry Road for a 
vehicle with equipment violations, and 
to the 100 block of Sandlin Drive for a 

suspicious person.
December 6: Staff responded to 

the 2200 block of Merry Point Road 
for a verbal disagreement, to the 100 
block of White Pine Drive for an ille-
gal controlled burn, and to the 900 
block of Carlson Road for a domestic 
disturbance.

December 7: Staff responded to 
the 9000 block of Mary Ball Road to 
investigate sexual abuse, and to the 
2400 block of River Road for gun 
shots that may have been from illegal 
hunting at night.

December 8: Staff responded to 
the 1400 block of Miskimon Road for 
a traffic crash, to Lara Road for a fight 
in progress, to the 100 block of Meth-
odist Church Road for an attempted 
burglary, to weather-related traffic 
crashes in the 100 block of Blue Jay 
Lane, Chinns Mill, River Road, 100 
block of Hills Creek Road, Rake Leaf 
Lane, 100 block of Christ Church 
Road and Merry Point Road.

December 9: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Hatton Avenue for a 
suspicious person, to the 100 block of 
Morattico Road for the unauthorized 
use of a vehicle, and to the 100 block 
of Moccasin Trail for a domestic dis-
turbance involving alcohol.

December 10: Staff responded to 
Mary Ball Place for a reckless driver, 
to the 1100 block of Regina Road for a 

domestic disturbance, to the 400 block 
of Twin Branch Road for threats to 
do bodily harm with a weapon, to the 
300 block of Waverly Avenue to assist 
Kilmarnock Police Department with a 
missing juvenile, to the 100 block of 
Morattico Road for the unauthorized 
use of a vehicle, and to the 6000 block 
of Mary Ball Road for a custody dis-
pute.

Staff also conducted 24 traffic stops, 
issued five summonses, assisted 10 
motorists, recorded five deer strike 
accidents, handled four calls for traffic 
control, investigated 3 building alarms, 
logged four inmate transports, received 
four E911 hang-up calls, and fielded 
five calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment answered three calls on Wiggins 
Avenue for emergency medical service 
(EMS) lift assistance, responded to 
Mount Olive Road, Weems Road, Rake 
Leaf Lane and Christ Church Road 
for weather-related traffic crashes and 
assisted EMS on Safe Harbor Lane.

Kilmarnock VFD also responded 
with White Stone VFD to an electrical 
fire on Second Avenue and to a pos-
sible propane leak on Bay Court. 

White Stone VFD also responded to 
a weather-related traffic crash on Blue 
Jay Lane.

Upper Lancaster VFD responded to 

a traffic crash on Miskimon Road as 
well as weather-related traffic crashes 
at Mary Ball and Chinns Mill roads, 
River Road and Merry Point Road.
EMS calls

For the week of December 3 through 
9, the Kilmarnock-Lancaster Volun-
teer Rescue Squad, Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Rescue Squad and Lan-
caster County Emergency Services 
responded to 52 calls for service 
including 18 medical emergencies, 12 
injuries, six traffic accidents, a fire and 
15 other calls.

Northumberland County Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons this week 
reported charges against nine individu-
als.
Felonies

Terry Lamont Parker, 43, of Burgess 
was charged December 6 by direct 
indictment issued by the Northum-
berland County multi-jurisdictional 
Grand Jury. He has been charged with 
five felony counts of selling/possess-
ing with intent to distribute a schedule 
II drug, 3rd or subsequent time.

Richard Edward Sandy, 59, of Reed-
ville was charged December 6 by direct 
indictment issued by the Northum-
berland County multi-jurisdictional 
Grand Jury. He has been charged with 
two counts of feloniously possessing a 
controlled substance, namely a sched-
ule II drug.

Tawan Martas Rice, 40, of Heaths-
ville was charged December 7 by direct 
indictment issued by the Northum-
berland County multi-jurisdictional 
Grand Jury. He has been charged with 
or selling/distributing a controlled sub-
stance, namely a schedule II drug.
Misdemeanors

A  Tappahannock woman, 42, was 
charged December 3 with a capias/
attachment of the body for failing to 
obey a court order. This was an Essex 
County warrant, issued from Essex 
County Juvenile and Domestic Court. 
Northumberland served the warrant.

A Lancaster County man, 31, was 
charged December 4 with a capias/
attachment of the body for failing to 
obey a court order, namely failing to 
complete VASAP.

A Burgess man, 20, was charged 
December 6 by direct indictment 
issued by the Northumberland County 
Multi-jurisdictional Grand Jury. He 
has been charged with selling/distribu-
tion of ½ ounce of marijuana.

A Callao woman, 43, was charged 
December 7 with two counts of misde-
meanor criminal trespassing.

A Kilmarnock man, 63, was charged 
December 9 by summons for shooting 
across a road or street.

A Poquoson man, 26, was charged 
December 9 by summons for shooting 
across a road or street.

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT
miles from its presumed posi-
tion. The boat was towed into 
Maryland’s Point Lookout State 
Park where the fishermen had 
left their trailer. Time on call, 4 
hours.

November 25: At 11 a.m., 
the Sheriff received a call from 
the captain of a 21-foot cuddy 
cabin cruiser with engine fail-
ure. Rescue 1 was dispatched 
and found the boat with three 
aboard adrift in Ingram Bay. 
The boat was towed into Ingram 
Bay Marina. Time on call, 1 
hour. 

November 25: At 12:25 
p.m. the crew that had just 
returned from the mission 
above was sent back out to save 
a 34-foot Silverton cruiser that 
reported it was sinking in the 
bay off Smith Point near Buoy 

65. When the crew arrived 
they found the boat with three 
aboard afloat but sinking by the 
bow. 

Rescue 1 rafted up along-
side the boat and deployed a 
water pump to begin pump-
ing the water out. As the pump 
ran Rescue 1 began slowly 
motoring for shore with the 
crippled boat alongside. The 
boat was delivered to Leroy’s 
Fish Camp up Slough Creek. 
The crew remembered saving 
this same boat from a similar 
situation a year ago. Time on 
call, 2 hours.

November 29: At 8 a.m., 
the captain of a 31-foot Bertram 
fishing boat called to report one 
of his engines had failed and 
he was adrift two miles east 
of the Birthday Cake marker 

in the Potomac River. Rescue 
3 was dispatched from Olver-
son’s Marina and towed the boat 
to the owner’s dock in Lodge 
Creek. Total time on call, 3 
hours.

November 29: At 1 p.m., 
the owner of an inoperable jet 
ski requested assistance towing 
the jet ski from his home on 
The Glebe River to Lewisetta 
Marina where the boat could be 
pulled out and taken for repairs. 
Rescue 3 was dispatched from 
Lodge Creek and completed 
this training mission. Time on 
call, 1.5 hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue 1 and 
Rescue 2 are based in Reedville 
and Rescue 3 is on Lodge Creek 
near Callao.
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One-of-a-Kind Artwear

Pearl | 35 South Main Street | Kilmarnock 
804.435.8800 | pearlclothingva.com/events

     Artwear for     your most important days

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

chesbank.com  Member FDIC

©2017 Chesapeake Bank. Member FDIC. *Offer limited to one new checking account per household. Offer available to checking accounts opened between 9/7/2017 and 12/15/2017 and may be discontinued at any time. 

$100 will be paid to a Northern Neck area based 501c3 nonprofit organization. *Donations will be made to chosen nonprofits at the conclusion of the promotion. Account needs to be open and in good standing (not 

overdrawn) at the time of the donation, otherwise donation will not take place. The minimum balance to open a myChecking account is $100. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for myChecking 2 is 0.15% for balances 

$2,000 and above; for myChecking 3 0.20% for balances $10,000 to $24,999, 0.30% APY for balances $25,000 to $49,999 and 0.35% APY for balances $50,000 and above. These APYs are accurate as of 8/10/2017. 

APYs are variable and subject to change after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Non-US residents and individuals under 18 years of age are not eligible. This program may be modified or cancelled at 

any time without notice to either party. Member FDIC.

MIGRATE HERE,

SOAR.

and we’ll help your 
favorite nonprofit 

Open a checking account at Chesapeake Bank, and we’ll 
give $100 to your favorite Northern Neck nonprofit.*
At Chesapeake Bank, we’ve been serving the Northern Neck since 1900 – so we know the importance of 

giving back. Right now, we’re proving it with this special offer. Here’s how it works. 

1 Stop by any Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch.

2 Open a new checking account. 

3 We’ll give $100 to the nonprofit of your choice. 

It’s that simple. Because at Chesapeake Bank, we’ve made it easy to switch. And easy to give. Stop by  

your nearest Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch for additional information, or give us a call.

Irvington Office

98 King Carter Drive

Irvington, Virginia 22480

804-438-5252

Lively Office

2824 White Chapel Road

Lively, Virginia 22507

804-462-5131

Main Office

97 North Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

804-435-1181

KILMARNOCK—Tickets for 
the “dancing and merriment” first 
described when the Holly Ball 
began over 120 years ago are now 
available for the 2017 version, to 
be held December 29 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club in 
Kilmarnock.

The “dancing” will once again 
be led by the renown Kings of 
Swing band, which provides a 
variety of genres for the dancing 
pleasure of the young as well as 
the young at heart.

“Merriment” will come in 
many forms as 13 debutantes in 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula make their bow amid a 
gala evening of fun, conviviality, 
reunions, and a bountiful cocktail 
buffet.

The buffet includes steam-
ship round of beef, fried oysters, 
stuffed mushrooms, chicken ten-
ders, a cheese smorgasbord, des-
serts and more. Tickets for liba-
tions, including beer, wine and a 
full bar, can be purchased.

Call 804-761-0401 to order 
tickets and join in this year’s 
festivities. Tickets are offered 
in advance only and not sold at 
the door. Tickets are $100 and a 
portion may be tax deductible as 
allowable by the I.R.S.   

Holly Ball guests participate 
in an evening rooted in philan-
thropy. The Tidewater Founda-
tion Inc. hosts the traditional ball 
and proceeds are donated to local 
schools, museums, the arts, and 
other worthy charitable organiza-
tions. 

The debutantes also work tire-
lessly, taking personal pride in 
participating in a myriad of fund-
raising activities aimed at giving 
back and supporting the queen’s 
charity of choice each year.    

When asked about the Holly 
Ball experience, these young 
women, all former debutantes, 
had the following to say about 
their Holly Ball experience:

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton town council will meet at 
6:30 p.m. tonight, December 14, 
in the Town Hall, 235 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington.

Councilman Mike Merrill is 
expected to propose spending an 
additional $2,500 for a consultant 
working on a planned unit devel-
opment (PUD) ordinance for 
the town. A related public hear-
ing on the proposed draft, which 
had earlier been scheduled for 
tonight, has been cancelled pend-
ing further consideration by the 
planning commission.

Other agenda items include 
committee reports and announce-
ments regarding the judging 
schedule for the holiday light-
ing contest among commercial 
and residential properties. Judg-
ing will begin at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 19. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock town council 
will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 
December 18, at the Town 
Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

According to town manager 
Tom Saunders, council will 
hear reports from commit-
tees responsible for water and 
wastewater; streets, sidewalks 
and playgrounds; police and 
public safety; economic devel-
opment; and administration 
and finance.

Saunders said the only action 
item on the agenda will be 
monthly disbursements.

122nd Holly Ball tickets now available

Hundreds enjoyed dancing in formal attire, gathering with family members, and seeing old 
friends as the Holly Ball tradition continued last year. Photo courtesy of Yours Truly Photography

Band members leave the stage to mingle with dancers as the 
party continues until midnight. Photo courtesy of Yours Truly 
Photography

“The Holly Ball was an amaz-
ing experience with the opportu-
nity to meet great girls, and it was 

an honor to be a part of this tradi-
tion, said Lauren Shores.”

“I really enjoyed the Holly 

Ball, and it was so much fun 
meeting new people from the 
counties around me and getting 
to know them. If I could do it 
again, I definitely would,” said 
Beth Eanes.

“Being in the Holly Ball was a 
wonderful experience that I will 
remember for the rest of my life,” 
said Korty Swift.

“The Holly Ball itself was a 
whirlwind of a night and I loved 
every minute of being dressed up 
and surrounded by friends and 
family,” said Macy Swift.

“The Holly Ball was one 
of the best experiences of my 
life, not only being part of one 
of the oldest traditions in the 
Northern Neck, but being with 
special friends,” said Elizabeth 
Ellis.

The Agenda
Local Government News

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
December 21 issue of the Rap-
pahannock Record will be the 
final one for 2017. The staff 
will take its usual holiday week 
off and the next issue will 
appear on January 4, 2018.

The office will close at noon 
on Thursday, December 21, 
and reopen at 9 a.m. Friday, 
December 29. It will close 
again on New Year’s Day and 
reopen on January 2.

News items may be emailed 
to editor@rapprecord.com and 
advertising may be emailed 
to mail@rapprecord.com. To 
contact staff members by email 
or phone messages, use the 
directory printed on page A2.

We wish all of our readers 
and advertisers a Merry Christ-
mas and bountiful New Year.

Holiday schedule
for the Record
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This far ahead of Christmas I am not cer-
tain the full impact of the season has 

dawned on our barnyard. The goat, who 
easily could pass for a reindeer, perhaps not 
to a veterinarian, but clearly to any passerby 
unschooled in animal husbandry, seems to be 
behaving in a particularly solicitous manner. 
Obviously, she is expecting special Christ-
mas treats, which indeed she will receive. 

She has two mismatched horns inasmuch 
as she lost one in her youth and the other 
about three years ago. Each has regrown, but 
at different lengths and angles. She comes for 
attention and to give affection whether one 
is bringing her food or not. On March 21st 
we shall be celebrating her 10th birthday, 
but now the focus is on Christmas. Knowing 
that the Joyful Season is coming, she even 
has tolerated, or I should say “somewhat” 
tolerated, having her hooves trimmed, usu-
ally a more major undertaking.

Gladys and Lew, the goose and gander, 
also sense that they too will be celebrating. 
She remains her normal bossy self and he the 
tolerant, docile spouse, putting up with her, 
rarely honking, after all she does enough of 

that for an army of geese and always trying 
to make up for her social gaffes. He is truly 
a dear animal, ever the perfect gentleman, 
despite living with a boisterous wife. 

Half of the flock of chickens hatched, or 
should I say “were born”?, this year, hence 
this Christmas will be their first. Not being 
an animal psychologist I cannot presume to 
psychoanalyze the differences between last 
year’s flock and this year’s, but distinct vari-
ations do exist. The members of last year’s 
crop are diffident and somewhat aggressive, 
whereas this year’s are far more tame and 
sociable. Clearly the topknot on the previous 
flock is larger than that of the young ones 

and I question whether it secretes a mysteri-
ous hormone that makes them less person-
able. 

One of this year’s prodigies is a truly 
lovely animal. She comes for hand-feeding 
and basks in personal attention. Another, 
recognizing what that one is getting, has 
decided to join ranks and works to butter 
me up when feeding time comes. I can dis-
cern which is which for two reasons: the 
nice chicken has a good amount of white 
in her neck feathers and the other follows 
her in close pursuit, although she has less 
distinctive markings. 

I regret to have to say that at Christmas 
time jealousy does play a part in the behav-
ior patterns of some of the flock. When my 
back is turned they are outright unfriendly 
to the two sweet hens. In addition, per-
haps because of my personal attention, the 
two special pets have become much more 
plump. They have learned on which side 
their toast is buttered, if I may use a collo-
quialism more applicable to a cow. 

From first observing them in chickhood I 
have noticed that the one is more advanced 

in intelligence than the rest of the flock put 
together. She and I have scintillating conver-
sations and she enjoys being held and car-
ried around. Only one member of the flock 
is a native to the barnyard. She is a small 
black hen, the daughter of our sole rooster, a 
bantam silky and one of his late spouses. As 
a result she is medium size and tends to be 
off to herself. Food and water seem to be her 
only interests in life. 

As to the poor rooster, he is a genuine sec-
ond-class citizen. The hens push him away 
from the food to grab as much as they can 
for themselves and his pathetic little crowing 
might be charming in its own right, but does 
not present the image of a man in charge. I 
try to make amends by giving him extra por-
tions of corn, but even then the hens try to 
get to it ahead of him. 

I still am conjuring up the barnyard 
Christmas menu, which I hope will be to 
everyone’s liking. Indeed, serving a barn-
yard of such disparate tastes is challenging, 
but fulfilling as well, although I wish the 
hens would start laying again, even if it is 
cold weather.

From first observing 
them in chickhood I have 
noticed that the one is more 
advanced in intelligence 
than the rest of the flock 
put together.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

White birch against a cloudless fall sky.

Photo by Daniel Schiavo Jr.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS
Put public policy
over party politics

Last week’s paper con-
tained several letters criticiz-
ing Congressman Rob Wit-
tman’s vote supporting the 
House Republican Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, which lowers 
individual and corporate 
taxes on most Americans.

Not too long ago, a popular 
politician said that cutting 
the corporate tax rate was 
necessary for “putting the 
U.S. in line with major com-
petitor countries and encour-
aging greater investment 
here at home.” Others said: 
“I’m game to do it because 
I think it’s really important 
for American competitive-
ness.” “It would be a perma-
nent lower rate, not a holiday 
rate.” “It is long past time for 
tax reform that would lower 
the corporate rate.”

Which politicians said 
this? The first quote was 
President Obama, the second 
and third were Sen. Chuck 
Schumer and the fourth 
was Congresswomen Nancy 
Pelosi. Of course, they 
weren’t talking about the 
current tax plan. They said 
these things in 2016 when 
they were sure Hillary Clin-
ton would win the White 
House and Democrats would 
regain control of the Senate. 
It was important to lower 
corporate taxes then because 
they knew it would stimulate 
the moribund economy and 
they wanted the credit for the 
rebound.

Nothing has changed in 
the last year, except that 
Schumer, Pelosi and other 
Democrats realize this good 
policy will now be credited 
to Trump instead of Clinton.

If the GOP tax cut gets 
signed into law, the average 
American household income 
could increase between 
$4,000 and $9,000 a year in 
wages and salary, according 
to an analysis by the Council 
of Economic Advisers.

It’s time to put public 
policy over party. The Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act will help 
the economy and Northern 
Neck families. 

Derwin Booker,
White Stone 

Dumbfounded
Recent letters seem to 

echo the main stream media, 
which has become an echo 
chamber for Democrats in 
denial.

Terrorism is not a simple 
problem, nor is it eco-
nomic. The lands that people 
are fleeing are no worse 
off—except Islamic religious 
violence—than Appalachia. 

Removing tax breaks for 
second homes is hardly a 
benefit for the rich. It seems 
some Democrats are wor-
ried about the loss of trickle 
down. Imagine that.

Those fixated on defense 
spending may wish to know 
that the T-38 used to train 
U.S. Air Force jet pilots was 
last produced in 1972. Dem-
ocrats can’t wait for the next 

model cell phone, but hap-
pily support training mili-
tary pilots in 45-year-old 
airplanes. The B-52 bomber 
we still depend on began 
development in 1946 and has 
been in service for over 60 
years. Think taxis in Havana.

Using corporations as tax 
collectors hides the taxes in 
the price of goods and ser-
vices, making our products 
less competitive. It takes 
some real Pelosi mumbo 
jumbo to support that eco-
nomic madness.

The issue of glyphosate 
safety isn’t about corporate 
greed. It has not been shown 
to be unsafe. The EU just 
extended use permits for 5 
years. By the way, President 
Trump’s tax reform is coming 
a bit late for Monsanto. They 
have been taken over by the 
German firm Bayer. Yes, the 
same company that makes 
Bayer aspirin and a host of 
other medicines. Germany 
does not have a 35% corpo-
rate tax rate.

No American has escaped 
benefiting from the new 
direction our country has 
taken. Every union, state, 
corporate and personal 
retirement plan is up, along 
with confidence. Unemploy-
ment is down.

Yet, every day ends with 
Pelosi, Schumer, Warner and 
Kane bleating negatives. The 
better it gets, the more Dem-
ocrats complain.

Paul Boyenga,
Kilmarnock

YOUR LETTERS

Iran in 300
words or less

If you do not know history, 
you will repeat it. In a “call in 
town hall,” I found Wittman does 
not know history. He mentioned 
Korea and Iran and got both 
wrong. 

On August 19, 1953, our CIA 
toppled Iran’s democratic govern-
ment. Google “Operation Ajax.” 
That 1953 coup brings back the 
Shah who bought our tanks and 
gave us oil. After the Shah killed 
enough Iranians with those tanks, 
Iranians tossed him but they did 
not have a replacement lined up. 

Peanut farmer Jimmy Carter 
thought he found the next 
leader. Jimmy failed. Jimmy 
helped Ayatollah Khomeini fill 
the void left by the Shah. Not 
fake news. Trump advisor Jon 
Bolton:“Khomeini suckered 
Carter.” Jimmy’s staff: “When it 
comes to Iran, we blew it.”

For a second time, the USA 
catalyzed the creation of another 
government in Iran.  Since 1979, 
Iranians have tried to load the 
mullahs onto a shuttle to Hades. 
In 1997, 2009 and 2015, they hit 
the shuttle’s accelerator. Shuttle is 
not fast enough for the USA.

Through sanctions the USA 
thought if we kept cancer medi-
cations from Iranians those 
cancer victims would crawl out 
of bed and throw out the mullahs 
quicker. Someone tell Killary 
Clinton that did not work and she 

derailed that shuttle as a result. 
She has never figured that out.

In 2003, the Iranians elected 
a president that got that interna-
tional nuclear deal. When that 
deal was signed those “beautiful 
Iranians” (Trump, UN speech) 
danced in the streets, thrust that 
deal in the face of the mullahs 
and told them to climb into that 
shuttle for a final ride. 

By destroying that deal, Wit-
tman and Trump are derailing 
the shuttle again. I am confident 
a grade schooler can under-
stand this. I wonder if Wittman 
can? Remember November.                     

Lon Crow,
Lottsburg

Existing facilities,
local labor concerns
need to be addressed

After attending the special 
session of Lancaster supervisors 
where bids for an emergency 
services facility were presented, 
I have two concerns:

proposed emergency services 
facility based on the size of our 
county and the served organi-
zation is disturbing. Coming 
from the world of public and 
private business management 
and financial consulting, I’ve 
seen multiple cases of existing 
space being underutilized or 
improperly utilized which cre-
ates the illusion of the need for 
additional space. 

Prior to going forward, a clear 
and objective review of all exist-
ing county facilities should be 
made. It has been my experience 
that space is generally available, 
without compromise to exist-
ing function, simply by efficient 
space utilization and practical 
operational consolidations.

there was no mention of local 
labor requirements. Any capital 
expenditure by a local govern-
ment should be seen as stimuli 
to the community. Whatever 
direction the facility takes, the 
requirement that any company 
given a capital contract by Lan-
caster County will provide jobs 
for county residents should be 
mandated. 

Understanding that bidding 
contractors prefer to use their 
known sub-contractors and 
labor force, our consideration, 
preference and requirement 
should be the use of existing 
Lancaster County labor forces.

Use of our contractors could 
be encouraged by offering 
off-sets or credits. And, at a 
minimum, there is a pool of 
unskilled laborers that are nec-
essary in any construction or 
renovation job. There must be a 
requirement of a percentage of 
labor that comes directly from 
our county regardless of the bid-
ding entities functional location. 

County labor use can be veri-
fied through payroll information 
submission. Job creation for 
Lancaster County is necessary 
to allow the county to grow. Any 
input of capital funds should 
come with guarantees of local 
jobs.

Sharon Gill,
Lancaster

Lack of civility is
a discomfort to all

I must respond to the 
unhappy claims expressed in a 
recent letter.

Firstly, if there were white 
NFL players kneeling to pro-
test their pet peeves while the 
national anthem was played, I 
would be offended not because 
of their whiteness. 

The writer obviously feels 
some embarrassment for his 
race that they should be so 
represented. That is under-
standable. It is embarrassing 
that citizens need to express 
themselves by disrespecting 
the symbols of the country that 
affords them freedoms they are 
possessed of.

Regarding the comment that 
white folks are not offended by 
all the rest of the truly offen-
sive actions we read about all 
the time, I’m sure white folks 
aren’t the only ones feeling this 
way. 

The discomfort is felt by all 
citizens of our wonderful coun-
try. Civility has suffered much 
in the last century. Evidently 
children, following their roll 
models, are accentuating those 
characteristics they consider 
most likely to attract notoriety 
and acclaim amongst their peer 
group.

If their actions reap the 
rewards desired, they become 
more emphatic in the misbe-
havior. And so it goes. One can 
see that the end result will be 
chaos and anarchy. 

Ask yourself, is this how you 
want to live? Absolutely not! 

Elizabeth Lehman,
Weems

“The stockings were hung 
by the chimney with care, In 
hopes that St. Nicholas soon 
would be there...”

Clement Clarke Moore 
didn’t know what a clatter 
he stirred with those words.

Just the mention of a 
Christmas stocking can 
spark a festive mood.

A sweeter tasting orange 
there never was than the one 
in the toe of the sock.

Had it not been for that 
orange, there would have 
been room for more candy, 
nuts and toys.

Oh, how the fill has 
changed since Benjamin 
Hanby’s little Will found “a 
hammer, And lots of tacks, 
Also a ball, And a whip that 
cracks.”

Stuffing a stocking—
there’s an art to be per-
fected. 

Don’t leave it to chance. 
Old St. Nick might miss the 
mark.

In case you need help I’ve 
assembled a list here. Don’t 
attempt to use these sug-
gestions all at once. There’s 
not a stocking big enough, 
or mantel sturdy enough to 
handle the load. 

And keep in mind to keep 
it gender and age appropri-
ate. 

Stocking fill:

or Worse” CD, the sequel to 
“In Spite of Ourselves,” or 
a Kacey Musgraves CD. You 
know she joins Iris Dement 
and the other featured per-
formers in duet with Prine 
on “For Better or Worse.”

James Lee Burke novel, 
Robicheaux, to be released 
January 2. 

card, or gift card to any book 
store, or online book source, 
or any gift card.

lingerie, or a Victoria’s 
Secret gift card.

Rappahannock Record.
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Dr. James McCoig, MD
Now seeing patients in new solo 

practice, Kilmarnock Orthopaedics

 new

Phone: 804-577-4224

A Gift That Lasts a 
Lifetime... Travel

Perfect for the person that has everything.
Gift Certificates Available

Merry Christmas! 
Thanks for your patronage. 

We look forward to working with you in 2018!

From

Advent
ure T

ravel

“Come join us -- we’re going places”

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Do you remember?
This 1951 photograph shows Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church decorated for the Christmas season. The church 
still incorporates choir boy placards among its seasonal 
decorations, reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Transcribed from the December 15, 1927, issue of the Rap-

pahannock Record)

Ottoman
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Jeffries and family with Miss Jeffries 

motored down from Hersey, Penn., on Thursday to visit Mr. and 
Mrs. Mott Sanford. Mrs. Sanford, who has been their guest for 
several months, returned with them.

Mr. F. P. McGinnes of Ottoman Wharf has been indisposed 
lately.

Mr. I. V. Farley had a cold plunge in the Corrotoman Thurs-
day when he recently fell from his boat.

The Bazaar held in Mr. G. W. Thomas’ shop Thursday night 
was attended by a large crowd and proved quite a success. 
Tonight, Friday16th, the Episcopalians are having a movie, ben-
efit performance and also a bazaar at Mr. H. E. Dunaway’s hall.

Miss Frances Gresham spent the week-end with Miss Louise 
Steuart; Mr. and Mrs. G. S. Gresham visited Mrs. Mary Ficklin 
and Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Blakemore Sunday.

Linwood Smith is suffering from a very painful fractured 
wrist. He received the injury while trying to crank a car.

Mr. Charles Hubbard and Mr. Randolph Turnball were sup-
per-guests at the home of Dr. Steuart Sunday night.

Mrs. L. D. Stoneham has returned to her home at Mollusk 
from a visit with Dr. Graham Stoneham and family at Waverly, 
Va.

Morattico
The first truck load of shucked oysters were shipped from 

here to Baltimore went out Saturday morning. This starts a 
new and novel way in shipping shucked oysters to Baltimore. 
It remains to be seen if the venture will be successful or not, 
any way we compliment Mr. C. Taylor Slaughter for taking the 
initiative.

The community sympathizes with Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Wheal-
ton in the death of their daughter, Mrs. Irene McFarland. She 
leaves a husband and four small children.

Dr. and Mrs. Waring Lewis, Jr., of Richmond visited the 
gentleman’s parents last week.

Miss Hilda Lankford of Newport News spent the week-end in 
her parental home here.

Mrs. L. C. Thrift and Mrs. T. Guy Hale and son, Junior, 
returned from Baltimore Wednesday.

Mrs. Herman Halgar, who has been at the bedside of her 
mother Mrs. Geo. T. Johnson, returned to her home in Balti-
more on Wednesday. Miss Mabel Johnson arrived Wednesday to 
remain with her mother whom we are glad to say is improving.

Capt. Barney Wessels is sporting a new Chrysler sedan.
We are sorry to report Miss. Elizabeth Northern has been 

quite sick the past week.
Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Lankford and son, Walter, and Dr. and 

Mrs. Waring Lewis spent Friday night and Saturday on their 
gunning shore on Mt. Airy Farm near Warsaw.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum and Library)

YOUR LETTERS
Offended
by the lies

We agree with last week’s 
letter by Lloyd Hill about what 
should offend Americans, but 
we didn’t need all those rea-
sons.

We were offended years ago 
when Donald J. Trump insisted 
that President Barack Obama 
was born in Kenya, not Hawaii. 
Trump said he sent detectives 
to Hawaii to prove it. You won’t 
believe what they’re finding, he 
said. Trump was right about 
that.

It was like those hapless 
“detectives” were swallowed 
up by the Kilauea volcano. 
Trump never mentioned them 
again. He had no proof of his 
claim. He ignored the evidence 
of Obama’s birth certificate. 
Trump never lets facts and 
evidence stand in the way of a 
good lie.

Yes, we are offended. We 
are offended that we have to 
endure a blowhard liar as presi-
dent.

Jack and Jo Chamberlain,
Lancaster

Defending 
capitalism 

In a recent letter, a local 
environmental enthusiast ques-
tioned the safety of glyphosate, 
the active ingredient in the very 
popular herbicide, Roundup.

After noting that glyphosate 
hasn’t been proved safe, that 
the manufacturer of Roundup 
funded many of the studies that 
found glyphosate to be safe 
and, finally, that the tobacco 
industry lied about the health 
effects of smoking, the writer 
concluded that the manufac-
turer of Roundup is guilty of 
“short-term corporate greed” 
and of advancing “immoral 
claims of ‘free market capital-
ism’.”

I couldn’t make up a better 
example of non sequitur rea-
soning. 

Moreover, the writer’s harsh 
judgment against the Roundup 
folks seems premature and, 
therefore, unjust, in light of his 
own statements that the scien-
tific jury is still out on whether 
glyphosate has harmful effects.

As for the writer’s attack 
against “free market capital-
ism,” I must note that that 
phrase is redundant. It’s like 
saying “woody trees.” Woodi-
ness is a defining element of 
trees. Likewise, a free market 
is a defining element of capi-
talism. Capitalism without 
free markets is inconceivable. 
Capitalism is capitalism and 
requires no adjectives. There’s 
no such thing as free market, 
crony, corporate, or state capi-
talism; these things are nothing 
but socialism, fascism, or mer-
cantilism. 

I’m not sure exactly what the 
writer meant by the “immoral 
claims” of capitalism, but I 
would note that capitalism 
is based on private property, 
free markets and free people. 
Which of these, in the writer’s 
opinion, is immoral, and why?

Free market economists 
believe that if A damages B’s 
property, A is liable. Because 

humans are flawed creatures, 
they will occasionally cause 
damage. If they do, they are 
liable. Capitalists included. If 
the writer can identify a single 
free market economist who 
argues otherwise, he should do 
so. He won’t. He can’t. 

Hank Hoover, 
White Stone

‘Federal benefit’–
my ‘entitlement?’

I’m retired and my with-
drawals from my Social Secu-
rity Trust account are deposited 
directly. I recently discovered 
my account is now called a 
“federal benefit.” I don’t know 
when that got relabeled—hold 
on. 

I spent my working life 
required to pay into the system 
(7.5% from me, 7.5% from my 
employers). This isn’t a “ben-
efit” distributed out of govern-
ment largesse. It is our money 
taxed out of our earnings. Not 
only did we contribute to Social 
Security but our employers did 
too. It totaled 15% of our com-
pensation.

I’m not a financial whiz so I 
found a 5-star rated retirement 
spreadsheet template. Averag-
ing $45,000 per year over your 
working life from 22 to 68, that 
15% would be over $310,000 
paid into the Social Security 
Trust Fund. At 4% interest, 
there would be over $891,000 
in your account at retirement. 
Withdrawing 4% of that per 
year, your yearly income could 
be over $35,600 or over $2,900 
per month. 

Today’s average monthly 
SSA payout is $1,230 per their 
reports. Why is that less than 
half of what it could/should 
be? Our money got borrowed 
interest free by Congress. Our 
elected representatives took 
our Social Security taxes—
and Medicare taxes—over the 
years and used them elsewhere, 
mostly for wars. 

Beginning in the Reagan 
years, Congress “forgot” that 
it was our money they were 

using. They didn’t hold a ref-
erendum to ask if we wanted 
these taxes used up instead of 
invested for us. Is it our fault 
Congress misused mandatory 
taxpayer and employer taxes? 

And now, they’re calling 
our years of tax payments a 
“benefit” or an “entitlement” 
that needs to be reduced to 
fund payback to their billion-
aire donors. Tell Rep. Wittman 
what you think of this thievery 
at 202-225-4261.

Lynn Melton,
Reedville

How lucky 
Bravo to the Chesapeake 

Chorale. Their performance of 
the “Home for Christmas 2017 
Concert” was fantastic. The 
music was so beautiful and so 
professional. 

If you closed your eyes, you 

would have thought you were 
in New York City at Radio City 
Music Hall. What a talented 
group of performers. 

Bravo to Dr. Cheryl Brown 
Davis, artistic director of the 
Chesapeake Chorale. What a 
wonderful job she did. She was 
so informative about the music, 
so charming in her presentation 
and to top it all off, Dr. Davis 
was breathtaking in the beauti-
ful black velvet grown she wore. 

Bravo to Denise Cromer, 
accompanist. She was the 
“icing on the cake,” “the cherry 
on the sundae.” What talent 
Denise has. She makes the 
piano come alive when she 
plays. Her knowledge and pas-
sion for music is shown in every 
note.

Oh, how lucky we are. 
Norma Vanlandingham, 

Ottoman 

NAACP will meet Dec. 15
The Lancaster County Branch NAACP will meet at 6 p.m. Friday, 

December 15, at the Lancaster Community Library, 16 Town Centre 
Drive, Kilmarnock.

Members are reminded to bring their savings jars and solicitation 
sheets to the meeting. Following committee reports, there will be 
a light repast prior to adjourning for the holidays, said Lloyd Hill.

River 
Market

BEEF  
TENDERLOIN

435-1725

Peyton Taylor,  2, told Santa what she wanted for Christmas at 
Callao’s recent Old Fashioned Christmas event. More photos 
of children with Santa, as well as Letters to Santa and seasonal 
greetings from area advertisers will appear in the Christmas 
Greetings supplement in the December 21 Rappahannock 
Record.

Christmas Greetings
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BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU

 Our employees above have over 100 years of combined banking experience: John Muller, Michele Hutton, Robin Jett, Andrea Banks, Holley Ott, Wanda Lewter

sonabank.com | 888-464-BANK (2265)

BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU

For over 100 years we’ve been helping our neighbors in Kilmarnock 

follow their dreams and reach their financial goals. And in that time, 

we’ve become known as a leader in community banking, and a big 

supporter of our community.

And though our name has changed, and you might notice we look 

a little different on the outside, the same friendly faces you’ve 

come to know and trust every day, are still on the inside. 

Because at Sonabank, we will always be BIG BELIEVERS 

in Kilmarnock and BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU.


