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IRVINGTON—The planning com-
mission for the town of Irvington last 
week tried to recover from commu-
nity backlash over a proposed planned 
unit development (PUD) ordinance 
that would allow as many as 400 
townhouses on a 20-acre site.

The proposal had pitted planners 
against residents who claimed that 
allowing higher density housing 
would change the quaint character of 
Irvington. 

During last week’s special work-
shop, some commission members 
spent most of the meeting explaining 
why they came up with the proposal 
to the 40 residents in attendance.

Planning commission chairman 
Bill Young opened the meeting with 
a warning that the workshop was not 
open to comments from the public 
and that offenders would be asked to 
leave.

Member Frank Tetrick said a PUD 
would provide “connectivity” and 
“walkability” for the neighborhood 
that doesn’t exist in Irvington today. 
He also expressed doubt on “popula-
tion speculation” on higher density 
zoning. “All the property is eventually 
going to be developed…I don’t want 
people to say in 20 years, ‘How did 
that happen?’ We need to keep work-
ing to get it right.”

Referring to a recent survey of resi-

dents, vice chairman Ed Sulick sug-
gested eliminating townhouses from 
the ordinance. “The message was 
clear, 73% are against,” he said.

However, council’s liaison to the 
commission, Mike Merrill, did not 
appear to want to abandon the ordi-
nance. “The reason townhouses were 
included was to provide entry level 
housing for new families” and the 
elderly. “It’s an attraction to the devel-
oper…to get a developer interested. It 
is not intended to be an insult to the 
community.”

Both Merrill and Sulick noted an 
interest for their own families as well 
as others to build modern, smaller 
housing that is low maintenance.

“We do not have that type of hous-
ing,” said Merrill. “We’re passing up 
the chance to attract that type of resi-
dent. We’re closing the door to those 
people.”

“We went astray when we allowed 
the maximum number (of town-
houses) to be built,” said Young. He 
noted that none of the members had 
any concept that a maximum number 
of townhouses would be built. “That 
was our mistake.”

“I’m not ready to throw out 100%,” 
said Tetrick of the ordinance.

“I was against townhouses and 
helping the developer out,” said 
Jackie Brown, who was attending her 
final meeting as the longest standing 
member after town council failed to 

appoint her to another term. “It is not 
the role of town government to help 
developers.” 

Brown called the ordinance “poorly 
written…and wrong for Irvington.”

Tetrick argued the intent of a PUD 
ordinance is to control the develop-
ment; Young said he was attracted to 
the idea of walking and biking trails 
that a PUD would provide.

“When we got rid of the commer-
cial and business parts, it no longer is 
a PUD,” said Bonnie Schaschek. “We 
need to stop calling it a PUD.” 

Young said the pressure to draft an 
ordinance came from his desire to 
proceed on the town’s new compre-
hensive plan.

“There’s no demand. But we should 
be ready for it,” he said.

“There’s been more meaningful 
conversation in the last 30 minutes 
than in the last six months,” said 
Brown.

Commission members were 
expected to continue their discussion 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 5, at 
Irvington Baptist Church, following 
the Record news deadline.

However, when the commission on 
Tuesday postponed its decision on 
related recommendations to council 
until March, mayor Rannie Ransone 
cancelled a previously scheduled 
public hearing on the PUD proposal 
that had been set for the Thursday, 
December 14 town council meeting.

WHITE STONE—The Lancaster/
Northumberland Habitat for Human-
ity on November 28 conducted a 
ground-breaking ceremony to cel-
ebrate the start of construction of its 
19th home. 

The new home on Buttercup Lane 
in White Stone is a first time collabo-
ration between Habitat and Chesa-
peake Homes in Kilmarnock who 
will place a modular building on the 
lot recently purchased for Tia Daven-
port and her family. 

Once the foundation, shell and 
connections to utilities are in place 
using Chesapeake contractors, Habi-
tat build volunteers will finish the 
interior this winter, reported vice 
president Bruce Craig. 

“The collaboration will reduce by 
more than 50% the time it has taken 
for the local Habitat to construct a 
new home for local residents and 

allow it to fulfill a goal of building 
at least two new homes each year 
with the two counties it serves,” said 
Craig.  

The major cost of this construc-
tion is being financed by a loan from 
Chesapeake Bank in Kilmarnock and 
will be repaid as a mortgage by its 
new owners when completed. Major 
contributions for the HVAC system 
are pledged from Omega Protein in 
Reedville and Crowther Heating and 
Air Conditioning in Kilmarnock. 

The house will be a Bronze Level 
Fortified home able to withstand hur-
ricane force winds with support pro-
vided by the Northern Neck Insur-
ance Company in Irvington. 

Landscaping assistance will be 
provided by the Kilmarnock Garden 
Club. Pro bono legal services are 
being provided by Irvington attorney 
Matson Terry. 

Habitat offers hard working fami-
lies an opportunity to build better 
lives through ownership of afford-
able energy efficient homes, said 
Craig. The receiving family partners 
through their sweat equity, partner-
ship with volunteer builders and 
completion of online training pro-
grams. They are able to take pride 
in what is within, under and over the 
walls of their home. 

By paying for a first time mort-
gage, property insurance and tax they 
are investing in themselves and in the 
growth and stability of their neigh-
borhood and community, he said. 

What makes this possible is sup-
port of individuals, organizations, 
churches and businesses through 
volunteering time, financial contri-
butions supporting building activi-
ties and donations to the Habitat 
resale store in Kilmarnock.

PUD discussion continues
by Audrey Thomasson

From left are Lancaster/Northumberland Habitat for Humanity building supervisor Bob Kammerer, Kilmarnock 
mayor Mae Umphlett, Habitat executive director Tommy Hemans, board member Marty Dwyer, Tia Davenport, 
building committee chairman Larry Edwards and Travis Pittman of Northern Neck Insurance. Photo by Madison 
White Franks

Lancaster/Northumberland Habitat for
Humanity breaks ground for 19th home

Glitz, glitter and giving
From left, Lucy Gilbert and Aline Johnson admire the glitz and glitter of 
decorated trees at the Northern Neck Family YMCA’s 20th annual Festival 
of the Trees. The YMCA launched the fundraising event last Thursday night 
with an open house. The party included refreshments, a visit from Santa, 
entertainment and first peek at silent auction items. The event concluded 
with a gala and auction finale on Saturday night. More photos on page C3. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

‘A Storybook Christmas’ to
light up Steptoe’s on Friday

The 39th annual Kilmarnock 
Lighted Christmas Parade, spon-

sored by the Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce, will be held at 
7 p.m. Friday, December 8. The theme 
is “A Storybook Christmas.”

“The Chamber is proud to showcase 
all our community has to offer with 
this year’s parade,” said executive 
director Anne Paparella. “Come early 
to enjoy the music, food and other pre-
parade festivities along Main Street.” 

The Chamber sponsors the parade 
with partners Dominion Energy, Tri-
Star Supermarket, Lancaster Board 
of Supervisors and Lancaster County 
Economic Development Authority.  

There will be no parking along Main 
Street in Steptoe’s District after 6 p.m. 
The shopping centers on North Main 
Street—Lancaster Square and Chesa-
peake Commons—will close for both 
entering and exiting at 6:45 p.m. until 
the parade concludes around 8 p.m. 
Additionally, all traffic will be detoured 
off Main Street at 6:50 p.m., Paparella 
said. 

 Pre-parade activities start with 
music and refreshments along Main 
Street at 5:30 p.m. Santa will be avail-
able to children from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
at the Kilmarnock firehouse, 71 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

All units except emergency response 
units and antique vehicles must be in 
holiday decorations. The final lineup 
and staging locations are posted on the 
Chamber’s website.  

The parade route extends from Ches-
apeake Commons Shopping Center 
and along Main Street to Irvington 
Road to School Street, disbanding at 
Lancaster Middle School.
Parade lineup

KVFD brush truck, Dennis Burchill
ULVFD brush truck, Ron Jefferies
WSVFD brush truck #22, Nancy 

Travers
Carol Nelson, Mister B
Parade banner, LHS cheerleaders
LMS band
Proud partner banner, Dominion Vir-

ginia Power, LHS cheerleaders
Dominion Virginia Power

Proud partner banner, Lancaster EDA 
and supervisors, LHS cheerleaders

Proud partner banner, Tri-Star, LHS 
cheerleaders

American Legion honor guard
Kilmarnock police chief Mike 

Bedell
Kilmarnock mayor Mae Umphlett, 

Billy Hudson
Lancaster Sheriff Patrick McCranie 
Northumberland Sheriff Doc Lyons 
Judges Lydia Sellars, Hugh and Bar-

bara Lovell
Parade committee
Grand marshals, Alice Cooper and 

Vera Lee, Tom Jones
LHS Air Force ROTC
Equestrian banner, honor of Cheryl 

Gallagher
Christie Smith, Absarokee Mack
Riderless horse Cheyenne
Judy Brown, Boomer Chris-

tian, PL Forever My Fantasy D’oro 
Morgans Donna Jacobson, Trojan’s 
Troy Little Wonder Horse Farm

Jamie Barrack, Pooh Bear, Braylin 
and Rylie Beauchamp

Madison Gibson, Theodore the pony
Jory Bramblet, Biscuit
Finly Barber of Tall Tree Farms, 

Remington
Ray Purcell, draft horses and wagon
Official pooper scooper
Boys & Girls Club
Cub Scouts Pack #215
Empowering Youth for Positive 

Change
Etudes Ballet School
Beulah Baptist Youth Ministry 
Chesapeake Academy
Girl Scouts of the Northern Neck
Cub Scouts Pack #222
Girl Scouts Troop 4209
Islanderettes
Bethany Baptist
Knights of Columbus Color Corps
Knights of Columbus
NHS Indian Spirits Dance Team 
LMS K-Kids Builders Club
Mrs. Senior Virginia, Rebecca Nunn, 

Cheryl Davis 
Triangle Trolley

PARADE, continued on page A2
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House Tour Guests Welcome 
Last Weekend Open Dec. 8-10

Christmas on Cockrell’s Creek  
House Tour  
Sponsored by Reedville Fishermen’s Museum
Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 9 & 10

                                 RESTAURANT 
 

ON HISTORIC MAIN STREET 
REEDVILLE, VIRGINIA 

804-453-6789

™

Serving Dinner Friday Night
Lunch & Dinner Saturday & Sunday

Fri. 5-9
Sat. 12-9
Sun. 12-8

IncorporatedR E E D V I L L E  M A R I N A
www.reedvillemarina.com

Memory Lane Car Club
Northern Neck Military 

Museum
Oldies & Goodies Car Club
WLHS Marching Band
Amoree Home Care LLC
Rappahannock Westminster-

Canterbury
Bartlett Tree Experts
Bon Secours Rappahannock 

General Hospital
Brentwood VFD 1985 heavy 

rescue vehicle 
Carry On Trailer
CVFD brush truck #66
Commonwealth Senior 

Living at Kilmarnock
Deborah Pratt, former World 

Oyster Champion Shucker 
YMCA-APYC Camp 

Kekoka
Elbourn Electrical Services 

van
Elbourn Electrical Services 

bucket truck
George Washington National 

Monument vehicle
George Washington National 

Monument
James Wells, airbrushed Ford 

truck
RHS Marching Band
Kevin’s Lawn Care
Kilmarnock Inn
Lancaster County Emergency 

Services 1
Lancaster Northumberland 

Habitat for Humanity
Lee’s Restaurant
Lions Club
NN Food Bank ATV
NN Food Bank pickup truck
NN Food Bank box truck 1
NN Food Bank box truck 2 
KLVRS
American Red Cross, Nor-

thumberland
Northern Neck Mechanical
Prentice Creek Services LLC
RCC ambulance
Premier Coach Line
NHS Band
Subway of Kilmarnock
Tides Inn
Two Rivers Communications 

WKWI- WIGO
ULVFD Engine 1
Urbanna Oyster Festival
Visiting Angels
W. E. Kellum Seafood
Wings of Praise
Virginia Commonwealth 

Bank
WSVFD tanker truck #26 
Chesapeake Bank
KVFD pumper truck engine 

#15
Lancaster Deputy Santa
Fairfields VFD-mini
Fairfields VFD #50
USCG Auxiliary
LHS Band
KVFD pumper truck engine 

#16
KLVRS crash truck
Santa Claus

Blair Lane, 2, tells Santa how old he is during a visit at Golden 
Village Christmas last Saturday at Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern in Heathsville. The annual holiday event featured artisan 
booths, music, food and children’s shopping. Lane visited Santa 
with older brothers, from left, Bryant and Charlie Lane. Photo 
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

From left, Samaria Owens, Layla Johnson, Sophia Sapanara 
and Mia Bundy served up hot apple cider, courtesy of the 
Northumberland Middle School BETA Club, at the Golden 
Village Christmas event last Saturday at Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern in Heathsville. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Carolers from Fairfields United Methodist Church entertained 
as shoppers visited artisan booths on the lawn. Gifts, greens, 
baked goods and seasonal fruits and vegetables were available.  
Photo by Rachel Valdrighi 

From left, volunteer Trinity Smith helped a shopper in the 
children’s shopping area. The shop included hundreds of items, 
all for $1. But only shoppers 12 and younger were allowed 
inside. Volunteer “elves” helped with the shopping and 
wrapping. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Seasonal festivities
begin in Heathsville

Parade
continued from page A1

Record to publish letters to 
Santa and holiday heirloom 
photos in December 21 issue

The Rappahannock Record 
will publish letters to Santa in the 
Thursday, December 21, Christ-
mas Greetings special section.

Deliver letters to the Record 
office by 5 p.m. Friday, Decem-
ber 8.

Letters should be written with 
a dark pencil or ink and include 
the child’s first and last name, 
age and hometown. Parents are 
asked to make certain the letters 
are legible. The letters should be 
short and concise so Santa can 
read them quickly.

Email letters to editor@rap-
precord.com, or deliver them to 
the Record office at 27 North 
Main Street. 

The Record also plans to 
publish publish photos of holi-
day heirlooms in the Christmas 
Greetings special section.

Deliver photos to the Record 
office by 5 p.m. Friday, Decem-

ber 8. The photos should be 
submitted by email with a brief 
description of the heirloom, 
name, hometown and contact 
information (not for publication). 
Feel free to reminisce.

Email photos to editor@rap-
precord.com, or deliver them to 
the Record office at 27 North 
Main Street. 

There is a delivery slot in the 
front door for after-hours submis-
sions.
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER
Accept Quality Consignments

And Buy Antiques

River 
Market

STANDING  
RIB ROAST

435-1725

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
planning commission for 
Kilmarnock will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, December 11, 
at Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Planning and zoning director 
Marshall Sebra said the com-
mission will discuss its 2017 
activities.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervisors 
will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 
December 11, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Paul Lee with Robinson, 
Farmers and Cox will present 
the results of the county audit. 

A public hearing will be held 
on proposed amendments to 
Article 14 of the county zoning 
ordinance to allow for the addi-
tion of two alternate members 
to the board of zoning appeals.

Supervisors will recognize 
the service of retiring members 
Butch Jenkins and Wally Beau-
champ. They will be succeeded 
by Jack Larson and Robert 
Westbrook  in January, when 
the board will hold a reorgani-
zational meeting to elect offi-
cers and make appointments.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, December 12, at the LCPS 
Annex, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

According to superintendent 
Steve Parker, the board will 
hear reports from high school 
principal Butch Gross, middle 
school principal Jessica Davis, 
and primary school principal 
Michael Daddario.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m., Thursday, December 14, 
in the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. 

County administrator Lut-
trell Tadlock reported the 
board will hold four public 
hearings at 7 p.m. Hearings 
will address:

user fee rate schedule for the 
Reedville, Fleeton and Callao 
sanitation districts.

CLARAVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
December 11, at Northumber-
land High School, 201 Aca-
demic Lane, Kilmarnock.

Outgoing member Dean 
Sumner will be recognized 
for 16 years of service on the 
board.

Also on the agenda, there 
will be a presentation on 215 
students enrolled in the Rappa-
hannock Community College 
Dual Enrollment program.

Members will consider a 
Virginia Department of Educa-
tion grant for a parent resource 
center.

WHITE STONE—White 
Stone Town Council will 
discuss upcoming holiday 
events when it meets at 7 p.m. 
tonight, December 7, at the 
Town Hall, 433 Rappahan-
nock Drive. 

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, council will set 
a date and time for White 
Stone’s annual Christmas 
decorating judging, which is 
open to both commercial and 
residential properties.

Council also will discuss 
the Winter Wonderland fes-
tivities, co-sponsored by the 
White Stone Business Asso-
ciation and the town. The 
event, slated from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Saturday, December 9, will 
include carolers, the town 
tree lighting, refreshments 
and a visit from Santa Claus. 

Under old business, Frere 
will give an audit update 
and discuss ongoing hous-
ing rehabilitation and public 
sewer projects.

For the Reedville system, 
residential rates would increase 
on a staggered schedule begin-
ning on January 1, 2018, to a 
minimum of $46 per month 
and on January 1, 2019, to a 
minimum of $56.

For the Fleeton and Callao 
systems, residential rates 
would increase on a staggered 
schedule beginning on Janu-
ary 1, 2018, to a minimum of 
$43.50 per month and on Janu-
ary 1, 2019, to a minimum of 
$56 per month. 

the county code authorizing the 
board of supervisors to estab-
lish the number of calls volun-
teer rescue and fire department 
members need to respond to 
be eligible for motor vehicle 
exemption from personal prop-
erty tax. 

owner, for a conditional use 
permit to construct an animal 
hospital on residential property 
along Northumberland High-
way in Heathsville. 

Creek Estates Property Owners 
Association Inc., owner, for a 
conditional use permit to con-
struct and operate a restaurant 
at 362 Club Drive in the Indian 
Creek Estates Subdivision. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

IRVINGTON—Northern Neck Partners for Pets is hoping for 
huge Christmas gifts to fill the stockings and hearts of many ani-
mals in need of a second chance in life. 

It will take an estimated $3,000,000 to give them that second 
chance with a private shelter now in the planning stages, said 
president Terrie Dort. 

“With your help we will make this happen,” said Dort. “Big 
gifts, small gifts, we’ll get it done. ‘A mouse can eat an elephant, 
one bite at a time.’ This is a big bite and your help and gifts are 
desperately needed at this joyous time of the year.

 “Please help us make this happen faster,” she said.
Donation checks can be payable to NNPP, PO Box 361, Irving-

ton, VA 22480. Credit card and PayPal gifts can be made ww

KILMARNOCK—Mem-
bers of the Lancaster County 
Lions Club will be outside Tri-
Star Supermarket from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Friday, December 8. 
According to Lion Bob Reed, 
this year’s chair of the food 
project.

“For over 10 years our Lions 
Club has collected food to be 
distributed to needy families 
here in Lancaster County at 
Christmastime,” said project 
chairman Bob Reed. “We are 
looking for non-perishable 
food items and the Lions at 
the door will have a list of 
suggested items you can take 
with you as you shop and will 
collect whatever you wish to 

Northern Neck Partners 
for Pets seeks donations

Lions Club to hold food drive
donate as you leave the store.

“While we are primarily 
interested in collecting food, 
cash donations are also wel-
come and will go towards the 
same cause,” said Reed.

Gift Subscriptions
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We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

“A Storybook Christmas”

39th Annual Kilmarnock 
Lighted Christmas Parade

December 8, 2017

Sponsored by:
Tri-Star Supermarket

Dominion Virginia Power Two Rivers Communications
Lancaster EDA Lancaster County Board of Supervisors

5:30-6:30 p.m.   Visit with Santa Claus 

6:00-7:00 p.m.   “Pre-parade” Fun
        Music, hot chocolate, food  
                            and vendors in downtown         
        Kilmarnock
7:00 p.m.         Parade steps out down  
        Main St. 

For more information:
visit www.lancasterva.com

anta’s On His Way
to White Stone

Santa Breakfast!
Saturday Morning, 7 am til 10 am

Come early . . . Santa arrives at 8 am on the Fire Truck! 
FREE buffet breakfast featuring eggs, pancakes, 

sausage and juice or coffee will be offered, 
sponsored by Connemara Construction. 

The Santa Shop will be open to the children from 
8:30 to 10:00 am featuring gifts for ten dollars and 
under. Shopper elves will be available to help 
children choose gifts for people on their lists. This is 
an opportunity for children to get to see Santa 
without having to stand in long department store 
lines.

Saturday, December 9th!
Join the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department

for their annual

Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
charges against eight individu-
als.

Felonies
Christopher E. Robinson, 28, 

of Regina Road, was charged 
November 29 with the felony 
of abduction and kidnapping, 
unlawful use or injury to a 
telephone line, destruction of 
property and assault and bat-
tery of a family member.

George A. Lee, 43, of 
Morattico Road, was charged 
December 2 with the felony of 
revocation of a suspended sen-
tence and probation.

Darwin L. Jackson, 44, 
of White Marsh Lane, was 
charged December 3 with the 
felony of assault and battery of 
a family member, third offense.

Misdemeanors
A Johns Neck Road man, 48, 

was charged November 27 with 
violating a protective order. 

A River Road man, 34, was 
charged November 28 with 
failing to comply with a sup-
port order. 

A Newtown Road man, 22, 
was charged November 30 
with destruction of property.

A Gaskins Road woman, 49, 
was charged December 1 with 
assault and battery.

A Heathsville man, 43, was 
charged December 1 with pos-
session of alcohol by an inter-
dicted person.

Activity report
Nov. 27: Staff responded 

to the 8800 block of Mary 
Ball Road for the report of 
an assault, to the 100 block 
of Rappahannock Landing to 
investigate the report of obtain-
ing money by false pretenses, 
to the 5700 block of White 
Chapel Road for the report of 
a suicidal person in possession 
of a handgun, to the 100 block 
of Josh Lane for a domes-
tic disturbance involving the 
threat of violence, to the 100 
block of Holly Haven Road for 
a domestic abuse/neglect, to 
the 400 block of North Main 
Street to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) 
with the report of a male and 
female that are at that loca-
tion attempting to cash a 
check which had been reported 
stolen, once approached by 
law enforcement the perpe-
trators fled, abandoning their 
vehicle on Kamps Mill Road, 
to the 100 block of Morattico 
Road for the report of a miss-
ing dementia patient, who was 

found approximately 2 hours 
later, and to Wild Flower Lane 
for the report of approximately 
30 gunshots fired.

Nov. 28: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Morattico 
Road for an assault, to the 300 
block of Gaskins Road for a 
trespasser, to White Chapel 
Road for a fatal traffic crash 
that involved a vehicle and a 
tree, and to a walk-in report 
of a domestic assault that 
occurred in the 1100 block of 
Regina Road.

Nov. 29: Staff responded to 
the 3500 block of Weems Road 
to gain entry of a residence 
after receiving a report of the 
need to check the welfare of 
the occupant, to the 12300 
block of Mary Ball Road to 
investigate stolen prescription 
narcotics, and to the 100 block 
of Jones Drive for a verbal dis-
agreement.

Nov. 30: Staff responded 
to the 600 block of Rappahan-
nock Drive to investigate the 
report of obtaining money by 
false pretenses, to 200 block 
of Windmill Point Road for a 
verbal disagreement, and to the 
300 block of South Main Street 
to assist KPD with the report of 
a suspicious person.

Dec. 1: A Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Gemini Road 
for trespassers for the pur-
pose of hunting, to a walk-in 
complaint of an assault, to the 
8800 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a runaway juvenile, and to 
the 400 block of Twin Branch 
Road for the report of a person 
drunk and disorderly.

Dec. 2: Staff responded 
to Windmill Point Road near 
Little Bay for the report of gun-
shots and screams of distress, 
to the 300 block of Weems 
Road to investigate an unat-
tended death, to the 100 block 
of Landsend East for vandal-
ism of a residence, to a walk-
in report of threats to another 
over the phone lines, to the 500 
block of White Chapel Road 
for a person with mental issues, 
and to Mary Ball and Court-
house roads for a traffic crash 
involving a vehicle that was 
fleeing from law enforcement 
and another that was entering 
Mary Ball from Courthouse.

Dec. 3: Staff responded to 
Harris Drive for the report of 
a sexual assault on a juvenile; 
responded to the 300 block 
of South Main Street for the 
report of a fight in progress 
with weapons involved.

Staff also conducted 30 
traffic stops, issued 14 sum-
monses, assisted 12 motor-

ists, recorded three deer strike 
accidents, handled four calls 
for traffic control, investigated 
14 building alarms, processed 
three mental health orders, 
logged three inmate transports, 
received seven E911 hang-up 
calls, and fielded two calls for 
animal control service.

Fire calls
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 

Department (VFD) responded 
to a traffic crash with inju-
ries at Mary Ball Road and 
Simmons Lane and removed 
hazardous debris from James 
Jones Memorial Highway.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
searched on Morattico Road for 
a missing person, responded to 
a power pole fire on Mary Ball 
Road, a traffic crash at Avis 
Trail and Mary Ball Road, a 
fatal traffic crash on White 
Chapel road, a fire/smoke 
alarm on Paynes Creek Road 
and a traffic crash at Mary Ball 
and Courthouse roads.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a fire/smoke alarm on 
Irvington Road.

EMS calls
For the week of November 

26 through December 2, the 
Kilmarnock-Lancaster Volun-
teer Rescue Squad, Upper Lan-
caster Volunteer Rescue Squad 
and Lancaster County Emer-
gency Services responded to 
38 calls for service including 
15 medical emergencies, eight 
injuries, three traffic accidents, 
a fire and 11 other calls.

Northumberland Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this 
week reported charges against 
15 individuals.

Felonies
Christopher Ryan Courtney, 

32, of Warsaw was charged 
November 23 with breaking and 
entering a residence, strangula-
tion and obstructing a person 
from using the phone to call for 
help. He also was charged with 
damaging property and assault 
and battery. The warrants were 
served by the Richmond County 
Sheriff’s Office.

in the Northumberland County 
General District Court.

A Weems man, 26, was 
charged November 24 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to report to the 
Northern Neck Regional Jail to 
start serving his sentence. The 
warrant was served by the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 21, was 
charged November 26 with 
assault and battery.

A Reedville woman, 66, was 
charged November 27 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Heathsville man, 21, was 
charged November 27 with vio-
lation of a protection order. This 
warrant was served by the Rich-
mond County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 35, was 
charged November 28 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to appear in the 
Essex County Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court. 

A Reedville woman, 66, was 
charged November 30 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to obey a court 
order.

A Kilmarnock woman, 66, 
was charged December 1 on a 
summons for determination of 
a threatening dog.

A Reedville woman, 56, was 
charged December 2 with three 
counts of violating a protective 
order.

A Heathsville man, 40, was 
charged December 3 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

LANCASTER—A high-speed vehicle chase 
through Lancaster Saturday night ended in the 
death of a 45-year-old driver fleeing police and 
serious injuries to another after their two cars col-
lided.

David Wayne Walton of West Point, formerly of 
Lancaster, was killed after his 1998 Honda Accord 

struck a 2016 Acura TLX sedan at Courthouse 
and Mary Ball roads. Walton died at the scene, 
reported Sgt. Keeli L. Hill, Virginia State Police 
(VSP) public information officer.  

Walton was stopped at a police checking point 
at approximately 9:36 p.m. on Pinckardsville 
Road, according to Lancaster County Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie.  While a deputy checked the status 
of Walton’s suspended license, he sped from the 

checking point, turning west on Mary Ball Road. 
Law enforcement pursued, clocking him at speeds 
of up to 100 miles per hour in a posted 35 mph 
zone.

Walton entered the intersection and struck 
the Acura sedan as it attempted to turn left from 
Courthouse onto Mary Ball, reported Hill. 

“The deputy slowed down due to traffic near the 
high school, but arrived at the scene in time to see 

Walton’s vehicle rolling,” said Sheriff McCranie. 
The driver of the Acura, Jan White Harvey, 61, 

of Lancaster was flown to VCU Medical Center 
for treatment of serious injuries.

Alcohol is being considered as a factor in the 
crash, which remains under investigation by the 
VSP with the assistance of their accident recon-
struction team.

Walton’s obituary appears on page B8.   

Man fleeing police dies in two-car crash
by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER AND NORTHUMBERLAND SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Dontay N. Davis, 28, of 

Heathsville was charged 
November 29 with a capias to 
show cause from the Northum-
berland County Circuit Court 
for a probation violation. This 
warrant was served by the Vir-
ginia State Police.

Kimberly Latrice Adams, 
19, of Hague was charged 
November 29 with a capias to 
show cause from the Northum-
berland County Circuit Court 
for a probation violation. 

Charles Edward Johnson, 
52, of Farnham was charged 
December 1 with a capias to 
show cause from the Northum-
berland County Circuit Court 
for a violation of probation. 
He also was charged with two 
capias/attachments of the body 
from the Northumberland 
County General District Court 
for failing to appear in court 
and failing to obey a court 
order. Johnson was arrested by 
the Middlesex County Sher-
iff ’s Office.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 20, was 

charged November 21 with 
failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General 
District Court on an original 
charge of possession of mari-
juana.

A Lancaster County woman, 
23, was charged November 21 
with a capias/attachment of 
the body for failing to appear 
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The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

With a lot of joy and some sadness I wish to inform 
my patients of my intention to retire. I will be closing 
my dental practice, located at 4346 Irvington Road 
in Irvington VA, on January 11, 2018.  Copies of 
your dental records may be obtained by calling our 

10:00am – 1:00pm through January 11, 2018 at 12:00 
noon. A fee may apply for patients not seen within 
the past two years. Please know that your signature 
is required prior to releasing your medical records. 
Patients of record during the past two years will 
receive additional information in the mail. 
It has been a great pleasure serving and caring for 
you these past eighteen years. I sincerely appreciate 
your patronage and loyalty. I wish you continued 
good health and all the best in the coming years. 

Dr. Robert S. Westbrook

chesbank.com  Member FDIC

©2017 Chesapeake Bank. Member FDIC. *Offer limited to one new checking account per household. Offer available to checking accounts opened between 9/7/2017 and 12/15/2017 and may be discontinued at any time. 

$100 will be paid to a Northern Neck area based 501c3 nonprofit organization. *Donations will be made to chosen nonprofits at the conclusion of the promotion. Account needs to be open and in good standing (not 

overdrawn) at the time of the donation, otherwise donation will not take place. The minimum balance to open a myChecking account is $100. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for myChecking 2 is 0.15% for balances 

$2,000 and above; for myChecking 3 0.20% for balances $10,000 to $24,999, 0.30% APY for balances $25,000 to $49,999 and 0.35% APY for balances $50,000 and above. These APYs are accurate as of 8/10/2017. 

APYs are variable and subject to change after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Non-US residents and individuals under 18 years of age are not eligible. This program may be modified or cancelled at 

any time without notice to either party. Member FDIC.

MIGRATE HERE,

SOAR.

and we’ll help your 
favorite nonprofit 

Open a checking account at Chesapeake Bank, and we’ll 
give $100 to your favorite Northern Neck nonprofit.*
At Chesapeake Bank, we’ve been serving the Northern Neck since 1900 – so we know the importance of 

giving back. Right now, we’re proving it with this special offer. Here’s how it works. 

1 Stop by any Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch.

2 Open a new checking account. 

3 We’ll give $100 to the nonprofit of your choice. 

It’s that simple. Because at Chesapeake Bank, we’ve made it easy to switch. And easy to give. Stop by  

your nearest Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch for additional information, or give us a call.

Irvington Office

98 King Carter Drive

Irvington, Virginia 22480

804-438-5252

Lively Office

2824 White Chapel Road

Lively, Virginia 22507

804-462-5131

Main Office

97 North Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

804-435-1181

CALLAO—The community 
turned out for an “Old Fashioned 
Christmas in Callao” last Sunday.

The event was sponsored by 
the Callao Hometown Commu-
nity Association Inc (CHCA) and 
the Callao Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Ladies Auxiliary. CHCA 
president Lisa Deitz and Betty 
Cralle coordinated the event.

“I am so pleased at the way it 
all turned out. The weather could 
not have been better for us. Sev-
eral vendors said they did better 
than ever, the children enjoyed 
their visit to Santa’s Workshop, 
and the live Nativity and other 
activities helped welcome in the 
holiday season,” said Deitz. 

A competition for best deco-
rated building launched the event. 
Winners were announced follow-
ing judging on Friday afternoon:

lighted, first, RW’s Sport Shop; 
second, Perkins Diesel; third, 
Mosaic Consignment; and hon-
orable mention, Cralle Insurance, 
WC Lowery, Blue Ridge Wood 

Callao welcomes old-fashioned Christmas

Santa Claus arrived aboard a fire truck at 2 p.m. and met 
children at Santa’s Workshop at the Callao Community 
Trading Post. Children received a sweet treat from Santa and 
had the opportunity to make a craft to take home. 

Products, Waterfield Tax Service 
and Northumberland Motel.

unlighted, first, Perkins Diesel; 
second, RW’s Sport Shop; third, 
Waterfield Tax Service; and hon-

orable mention, Cralle Insurance, 
Blue Ridge Wood Products and 
Mervin Withers.

-
rated business, Blue Ridge Wood 
Products.

Medical Arts.
The Sunday activities kicked 

off at 1 p.m. with a Christmas 
Bazaar at the Callao Firehouse. 
Gifts and goods provided a range 
of options for buyers, includ-
ing designer clothes, homemade 
soaps, flavored nuts, handmade 
decorator pieces, framed photo-
graphs of county nature scenes 
and crafts. Simultaneously, an 
antique car and truck show was 
under way at the Sonabank park-
ing lot. The Northumberland 
Public Library Tech Mobile also 
was on display.

At dark, the Christmas story, 
narrated by Judge Mike McK-
enney, introduced a live Nativity 
scene with the holy family, shep-
herds, wise men and goats to a 
crowd of nearly 140 people. The 
Henderson United Methodist 
Church choir sang carols during 
the event. 

A highlight of the evening 
was the lighting of the Christmas 
tree. In recognition of the inven-
tion of the crab pot in Callao 
by Benjamin Franklin Lewis, 
the lighted tree was constructed 
from 49 crab pots provided by 
waterman Howard Fones. Deitz, 
of Callao Supply, used crab pot 
wire to construct smaller porta-
ble Christmas trees with battery 
operated lights to decorate areas 
along the street.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Rappahannock Area Chap-
ter of the American Red 
Cross and the Northumber-
land County board of direc-
tors recently noted the extent 
of local outreach in times 
of disaster and thanked the 
community for its support.

‘Every day, a new event 
washes over our media land-
scape, making our heads spin,” 
said executive director Helen 
Parham. “A terror attack in New 
York City; a massacre of inno-
cent worshippers in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas. With so much 
happening, we hardly remem-
ber the hurricanes that battered 
the Caribbean, Puerto Rico, the 
U.S. and Mexico since August. 
But we must not forget.”

The Rappahannock Area 
Chapter has been overwhelmed 
by the generosity of the local 
community in aiding victims 
of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma 
and Maria, said Parham. She 
said the outpouring of compas-
sion, monetary and biomedi-
cal donations was remarkably 
heartwarming.

The American Red Cross 
continues helping hurricane 
victims rebuild their lives, she 
said. 

“We can do this thanks to 
all of you. We at the Rappah-
annock Area Chapter of the 
American Red Cross want to 
thank all of you in this region 
who so kindly and without 
hesitation, have given of your 
time, talents and treasure to 
aid those devastated by these 
mighty storms,” said Parham. 
“We offer our deepest appre-
ciation to some folks who have 
gone above and beyond the call 
of duty to carry out the Red 
Cross mission of aiding those 
hit by disaster.”

The Rappahannock Chapter 
of the American Red Cross and 
the Northumberland County 
board of directors specifically 
recognized:

County School System, Lilian 
Lumber Company, Heaths-
ville Food Lion, Sterrett, Inc., 
M.O.M. Ministries, Omega 
Protein and individual donors 
and local businesses that 
helped raise from concert 
goers more than $7,000 to ben-
efit Red Cross disaster relief. 

helping to reconnect a daughter 
and mother who were not able 
to communicate in the wake of 
Hurricane Irma.

deployed to hurricane and 
mass casualty locations to aid 
victims.  

remained in unaffected areas 
to handle additional responsi-
bilities in the absence of team-
mates that deployed.

including area churches that 
participated in disaster relief 
efforts in ways that were com-
plementary to Red Cross pro-
grams.

The Red Cross needs your 
help more than ever to aid 
those devastated by the 2017 
hurricane season, said Parham. 
To volunteer or make a year-
end gift, visit redcross.org.

“Thank you again for your 
generosity,” said Parham.

The Rappahannock Area 
Chapter has two offices serving 

Red Cross appreciates community support
the Northern Neck, Heathsville 
and Kilmarnock. Serving on 
the Northumberland county 
board of directors are chairman 
Marlene Howard and Elea-
nor Morris, Deborah Bing-

ham, Brain Buffaloe, Marlene 
Jackson, Phillip Smith, Julie 
Pritchard, Carl Wigginton and 
Robin Hudnell. Shirley Grant 
is the the community volunteer 
leader.

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Helen and Sandy Quillan were an unfor-
gettable couple. She was the daughter 

of Dr. Joe Layman, the local pharmacist 
who operated the former Peoples Drug 
Store on the corner of Main and Church 
streets.

Sandy spent his career working in the 
store, walking back and forth each day from 
their home farther down Main Street next to 
Grace Episcopal Church. In retirement he 
changed his daily trek to and fro the post 
office. He wore a brim cap, which he tipped 
in gentlemanly fashion whenever he passed 
a lady. By modern standards, Sandy was 
definitely “old school.”

Dr. Layman enjoyed practicing his pro-
fession and took personal interest in his 
customers, many of whom thought of him 
as their second doctor. He too was “old 
school,” never too busy to be helpful in 
answering questions and offering advice. 
Everyone who dealt with him knew that his 
first interest was his commitment to help-
ing his customers become well.

When Helen was in her 30s, she suffered 
a major stroke, which left her partially par-

alyzed for the rest of her life. Despite her 
limitations, she remained one of the most 
cheerful and happy people I ever knew. 
She raised their daughter, Gladys, to grow 
up with the same qualities of life that she 
manifested.

She went everywhere with Sandy push-
ing her wheelchair, both of them delighted 
to be together and always expressing their 
genuine concern for others. I do not think 
they ever considered themselves to be 
deserving of sympathy, instead, everyone 
admired their determination to lead pro-
ductive lives. Helen had a piquant sense of 

humor, making comments on the passing 
scene, but never disparaging anyone else’s 
views. She was a focused Christian and her 
level of belief was apparent to all who met 
her.

At home Sandy rigged up his own ramp 
from their back door for Helen’s wheelchair 
long before the Americans With Disabilities 
Act set any standards for such construction. 
He had their lives so well organized that he 
could work at the drug store full-time and 
be Helen’s full-time caregiver.

The Quillans enjoyed getting out, vis-
iting friends and dining, particularly at 
Lee’s Restaurant, where their many friends 
table-hopped to chat with them. They both 
exuded perpetual happiness, punctuating 
their conversations with questions about 
others’ health, children or travels. They 
truly enjoyed life to the fullest.

Ironically, Sandy’s sister, Jane, was the 
wife of another stroke patient, Grover Hast-
ings and as with Sandy, she made the most 
of their situation, continuing to teach full-
time at the high school and taking Grover 
in his wheelchair on long trips, undeterred 

by any obstacles that they might encounter.
To see the two couples dining together in 

the restaurant was nothing short of inspir-
ing, with Jane and Sandy assisting Grover 
and Helen with their meals. Grover died 
in 1985, 21 years after his stroke and Jane 
in 2004. Sandy died at 77 in 2007, leaving 
Helen to survive him by 10 years.  

Helen’s brother, Ed Layman, has written 
a wonderful account of their family history, 
entitled, Behind Those Happy Smiles. It is 
an intensive look into the history of Kilmar-
nock across the course of the 20th century. 
He treats the work as a family history, but 
it is much more a documentation of life 
in the ironically named “Crossroads,” as 
Kilmarnock initially was called. I use the 
adverb “ironically” inasmuch as to this day 
Kilmarnock has no crossroads.

For her part, Helen’s profound contribu-
tion was in demonstrating that illness or 
misfortune need not alter one’s personality, 
that we all have much for which we should 
be grateful and that life is indeed good.  

Helen Layman Quillan, July 2, 1931 – 
November 29, 2017. R.I.P.

The Quillans enjoyed get-
ting out, visiting friends 
and dining, particularly at 
Lee’s Restaurant, where their 
many friends table-hopped 
to chat with them.

Focal Point

Kinley, an Alaskan malamute from Heathsville, is ready for 
holiday festivities to begin.

Photo by Cecily Garka 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS
Equality isn’t the
purpose of charity

A recent letter, “Brother’s 
Keeper concept flawed,” criti-
cized a local charitable group as 
hypocritical for helping the poor 
but not enough to make them 
equally well off. The writer claims 
that the poor are too numerous to 
be helped and that helping the 
poor requires giving enough to 
equalize the incomes of the giver 
and receiver, otherwise, income 
inequality is created.

As to the first, a man saw a 
girl tossing starfish that had been 
beached by a storm back into the 
sea. He said, “You cannot save 
them all, girl.” She replied, “No, 
but I can save this one!”

The number of poor is not as 
important as the number willing 
to help. In spite of our propensity 
for destructive wars and ideolo-
gies, the proportion of the world 
that is truly poor has greatly 
diminished in large part thanks to 
millions who gave some to give 
others a chance.

As to the second, I have two 
daughters, intelligent, talented 
and accomplished. Yet their 
incomes are an order of magni-
tude unequal due to the different 
dreams they pursued, taking them 
down different yet, for them, 
rewarding paths. That income 
inequality per se is somehow bad 
is one of the great intellectual and 
moral idiocies of our age. Except 
where coerced by laws or crime, it 

is a product of the variabilities of 
chance and human nature. 

Every experiment in income 
equality (“from each according to 
his ability, to each according to his 
needs”) has foundered, causing 
our weaknesses, not our virtues, 
to dominate our relationships.

Equality of outcome has never 
been the purpose of charity. 
Rather it is to give a chance to 
those with little or no chance and 
through such action expand the 
scope, meaning and experience 
of love.

Edgar Doleman,
Heathsville

What offends you?
Not Tamir Rice, Eric Gardner, 

Michael Brown, Sandra Bland, 
John Crawford, Philando Cas-
tile, Freddie Gray, Alton Sterling, 
Walter Scott or Tavon Martin. 
No, what offends you is that a 
group of black men kneeled for 
the national anthem.

We are not offended with the 
Alt-Right, Nazis, KKK or white 
supremacists. 

Lynching doesn’t do it, killing 
little kids in schools doesn’t do it, 
killing people in churches, night 
clubs and theaters doesn’t offend 
you. People owning all kinds of 
military weapons doesn’t do it but 
black men who have the audac-
ity to protest police brutality and 
racial injustices by not standing 
creates in your mind a red line 
that you just can’t tolerate. 

Not slavery of another human 
being, not genocide of native 
people, not a piece of cloth that is 
spit on, burned, dragged, cut into 
pieces for underwear, head rags 
or snot rags, but for a black man 
to exercise his constitutional right 
for peaceful protest - just can’t 
have that.

America, your true colors 
are being exposed to the world. 
I believe Mr. Trump, with his 
erratic behavior, has given you 
the freedom that you suppressed 
for so long.

We as a country are allowing 
him to inch us closer to another 
war. We allow him to get away 
with bad behavior without any 
consequences. We allow him to 
confess to kissing and grabbing 
women by the genitals. We allow 
him to call men SOBs, degrade 
women, the handicapped, many 
ethnic groups and still a lot of 
the 63 million who voted for him 
see no wrong in these actions. 
We allow him to tax us without 
revealing his own taxes.

Here is a man who has never 
asked God for forgiveness. He is 
desensitizing America to lying. 
We see it, video confirms it. Yet 
he continues.

Wake up, America.
Lloyd Hill,

White Stone

Is glyphosate safe?
The November 30 Record 

reported that a study found no 
association between glypho-
sate, the active ingredient in 
Monsanto’s Roundup, and 
cancer. The source of the 
article was not identified. Is 
glyphosate safe, or is it “prob-
ably a human carcinogen”?

Many studies with con-
flicting conclusions are sum-
marized in “Whitewash: The 
story of a weed killer, cancer 

Council watch 
I was glad to see the paper 

finally put this seemingly secret 
effort by the council to hire a con-
sultant to value our water system 
on the front page. This took place 
over a month ago at the October 
meeting but very little was men-
tioned in the paper. 

There are some reasons behind 
this but the story did hit the Citi-
zens for An Informed Kilmar-
nock Facebook site immediately 
and petitions were created and 
many citizens were livid about 
this action by council just because 
someone made an offer. 

Then came the November 
meeting and the minutes of the 
October meeting had been incor-
rectly done not giving Nunn 
credit for seconding the motion to 
hire a consultant. And rewording 
the motion to say utilities rather 
than water and sewer that every-
one would recognize. 

Feel free to go to the town site 
and look at the minutes from the 
October meeting and you will see 
and hear the motion at 12 minutes 
and 35 seconds and the wording. 
Thanks to council member Curtis 
Smith for picking up on this and 
having it corrected. 

Knowing about the citizen 
resistance, council quickly 
reversed themselves at the 
November meeting, amending 
their recommendation to put the 
issue aside for now. This is fine 
but this is very serious that we 
have a council and mayor that are 
okay with checking into what our 
system is worth, just because a 
company out of the blue made an 
offer. It will come back up. 

There is an election next year 
and people are needed to run for 
mayor and three council seats to 
break up this clique and put inde-
pendent people in these offices to 
work for our citizens. 

I wish everyone would join the 
FB group to stay informed. 

R.A. Ludwig, 
Kilmarnock 

and the corruption of science” 
by Carey Gillam. Monsanto 
funded many of the studies that 
found glyphosate to be safe, 
just as many studies of lung 
cancer funded by the tobacco 
industry found smoking to be 
safe. The tobacco industry has 
only recently been required to 
deter people from smoking by 
actively and publicly acknowl-
edging that tobacco is addic-
tive and can cause cancer.

Monsanto continues to profit 
immensely from glyphosate 
and “Roundup-Ready” crops. 
They provide benefits to soci-
ety, including cheap food. 
But benefits must be balanced 
against current and future 
health costs to humans, animals 
and the environment. “Super-
weeds” have already devel-
oped resistance to glyphosate, 
and all pesticides are designed 
to kill.

Glyphosate is not proven to 
be safe and there exists much 
evidence to the contrary. Is this 
just one more example where 
short-term corporate greed and 
immoral claims of “free market 
capitalism” trump long-term 
safe sustainability?

Dr. Lynton S. Land,
Ophelia

When I began a documentary film this year 
about climate change and the Chesapeake, 

I knew that even though local residents were 
affected by it, I’d never be able to record most of 
them talking about sea level rise.

They know what they see. And around 
Dorchester, Maryland’s lowest-lying county and 
the focus of our film, residents see erosion of 
the shoreline, high tides that seem to come more 
often and forests dying along the marsh edges.

It’s easy to talk past one another, we who are 
comfortable with the lingo and concepts of cli-
mate science and those who are not—even while 
all talking about the same thing.

This was on my mind recently when my friend, 
James “Ooker” Eskridge, the mayor of Tangier 
Island, appeared on a CNN Town Hall with 
former Vice President Al Gore, one of the world’s 
foremost proponents of how humans are warm-
ing the planet.

Eskridge, who’s not convinced that this is 
really happening, was invited on the cable TV 
show because of a phone call he got earlier this 
summer that brought him in early from fishing 
his crab pots. 

The caller was President Donald Trump. He’d 
heard about Tangier’s plight: battered by erosion 
that will soon spell its demise if it can’t find an 
estimated $25 million to $30 million to bulwark 
its Chesapeake Bay shore with rock. He’d also 
heard that the island of some 400 residents, with 
a culture harking back to 17th century England, 
had voted nearly 90% for him last November.

Eskridge heard Gore out, but maintained: “I’ve 
lived there 65 years and I just don’t see it (sea 
level rise).”

I talked about the disjunct between the two 
men with Michael Scott, a colleague at Salisbury 
University and a professor of geography whose 
specialty is environmental hazards.

He and I are both in Gore’s camp on climate; 
but Scott has as good a feel as any scientist I 
know for explaining the nuances and complexi-
ties of such global, long-term phenomena at the 
level of the average citizen. 

“I was upset that CNN portrayed (Eskridge) as 
this sort of pro-Trump nut job,” Scott said.

Eskridge is not wrong at all when he says 
Tangier’s problem is erosion, said Scott, adding 
that it’s happening very quickly and is very 
noticeable. 

“But there are really two processes going on 
and they are not separate,” Scott added.

The second process he refers to is sea level 
rise, propelled by a warmer climate that is melt-
ing glaciers. That’s exacerbated by land around 
the bay sinking back to its original contours 
after being pushed upward by the glaciers that 
extended into Pennsylvania during the last Ice 
Age. 

Add to that the thermal expansion of the 
oceans as they warm and the potential slowing of 
the Gulf Stream that could back up more seawa-
ter in the Chesapeake.

Rising sea levels make erosion worse. But 
Scott’s not at all surprised that Tangier’s mayor 
said that he “didn’t see it (sea level rise).” 

Sea level rise at this point, unlike erosion, “is 
happening very slowly,” coming up mere inches 
throughout Eskridge’s lifetime on the Chesa-
peake.

“It’s been slight enough up to now that it’s actu-
ally very difficult to measure unless you’re taking 
very precise scientific measurements,” Scott said. 

But the overwhelming scientific consensus, he 
continued, is that the Earth’s temperatures have 
reached the point where a measurable accelera-
tion in sea level is under way. In the bay, it will 
add 2 feet or more to everyday tides by around 
2050. 

The forecasts for 2100 are less certain because 

Tangier Island needs help no 
matter how you define its woes

by Tom Horton
Bay Journal News Service

TANGIER, continued on page A7

The Virginia Education Asso-
ciation (VEA) and National Edu-
cation Association (NEA) are 
speaking out against a Congres-
sional tax plan that they say will 
end up costing millions in lost 
funding for schools and nearly 
13,500 educator jobs in Virginia.

 As part of its massive tax plan 
giveaway to the wealthiest and 
corporations, the U.S. Senate 
Finance Committee, along party 
lines, has approved a multi-tril-
lion dollar tax bill that gives tax 
breaks to the wealthiest and cor-
porations paid for by working 
families and students, said NEA 
president Lily Eskelsen García.. 
She said the bill also could jeop-
ardize the ability of states and 
local communities to fund public 
education to the tune of $370 bil-
lion over 10 years, leave 13 mil-
lion Americans uninsured and 
add $1.5 trillion to the nation’s 
deficit. 

“Hypocrisy is at the heart of 
the tax plan approved by the U.S. 
Senate,” said García. “It reveals 
the ill-conceived and misguided 
priorities of Republican leaders 
in Washington. Their plan takes 
from students and working fami-
lies to pay for massive tax give-
aways to corporations and the 
wealthy.”

The Senate tax bill eliminates 
the state and local deductions 
for people but keeps it for cor-
porations. It leaves 13 million 
Americans without health insur-
ance while cutting tax rates for 
corporations and boosting the 
incomes of wealthier people. 
Eliminating the state and local 
tax deductions could blow a hole 
in state and local revenue to sup-
port public education to the tune 
of $370 billion over 10 years, 
potentially putting at risk fund-
ing for 370,000 education jobs, 
including 13,500 in Virginia, 
according to a detailed analysis 
by the National Education Asso-
ciation.

The bill also adds $1.5 trillion 
to the national deficit. For now, 
much of the tax cuts are deficit-
financed, but the budget resolu-
tion that helped pave the way for 
this plan previews the next phase: 
future legislation to cut the grow-
ing deficit caused by tax cuts by 
demanding cuts to critical ser-
vices that help working people, 
children and seniors; including 
Medicaid, Medicare and educa-
tion.

 “It is irresponsible to put fund-
ing for public education in Vir-
ginia at risk,” said VEA president 
Jim Livingston. “This potentially 
could translate into cuts to public 
education, more than 13,000 lost 
education jobs and overcrowded 
classrooms that deprive students 
of one-on-one attention. It is 
outrageous to give massive tax 
breaks for the wealthy and corpo-
rations paid for by students and 
working families. This is a ter-
rible bill for the residents of Vir-
ginia and we count on Senators 
Tim Kaine and Mark Warner to 
soundly reject it.”

Educators say 
Senate tax
plan burdens 
students  and 
working families
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NOTICE
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake Commons 

Parking Lots Will Be Closed
This Friday, Dec. 8, at 6:45pm.

No Entrance/Exit to Main Street Until 
8:00pm due to the Christmas Parade.

 

480 King Carter Drive, Irvington, VA

Christmas Marketplace
at �e Tides

Saturday, December 9th 
11 am - 4 pm

Open to the Public − Free Admission! 

Something for Everyone on Your Shopping List!
Fine Art, Jewelry, Clothing & Accessories, Alpacas, Artisans, Crafts, 

Foodstuffs, Books, Heraldry, Stationery, Beauty & Personal Care

Fun Kids’ Activities! Free Cookie Decorating  

 & Ornament Painting with Mrs. Claus!    

Make a lasting memory! Take a picture by  

the Tides’ Sleigh, then sit and warm yourself 

 by the fire in our View Room while you enjoy 

Live Holiday Music by Pianist Eric Lyttle!

PLUS: Indulge in Holiday Beverages 

and Delicious Blue Plate Specials 

in our Chesapeake Restaurant! 

we can’t tell how fast the mas-
sive ice sheets of Antarctica 
will melt. But estimates foresee 
everyday tides 5.5 feet above 
present levels, “and that’s prob-
ably on the low end . . . every 
time we look at it, it seems our 
estimates are too low,” Scott 
said. 

A couple wrinkles disguise 
the coming impact further, he 
said. 

First, it is quite possible for 
waters locally to shallow up 
as seas rise. In our filming, 
we’ve found examples of this 
in Dorchester County. The sedi-
ment eroding from shorelines 
and disintegrating marshes has 
to go somewhere and it may fill 
in channels and other places 
where currents carry it. 

The larger complication, 
Scott said, “is that sea level rise 
is not linear.” In other words, it 
isn’t going to happen steadily, 
inch by inch, over the years. 
That would be relatively easy to 
predict and respond to. 

Unfortunately, the path to 
2, 3, 5 or more feet of daily 
tide around the bay is going to 
resemble a curve that steepens 
as average high tide levels rise.

 “The trouble with an increas-
ing curve is that for a while, 
things will seem as if they’re 
OK, but then the rate’s going to 
really increase and you’re going 
to lose the ability to adjust to it,” 
Scott said.

 Helping localities around 
the Chesapeake adjust is where 
Scott’s passion lies; and he 
said we’re still at a point on the 
curve where we can act reason-
ably and cost-effectively. 

“This (Delmarva) Peninsula 

Do you remember?
This postcard from the late 1950s or early 1960s shows the 
Mariner Motel and Restaurant on the Rappahannock River 
at White Stone. The building on the right is now home to 
Willaby’s Cafe, 327 Old Ferry Road, White Stone, reported 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you 
remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

(Reprints from the Decem-
ber 2, 1926, and December 8, 
1927, issues of the Rappahan-
nock Record)

Electricity for lower 
Lancaster (Dec. 2, 1926)

The Record is reliably 
informed that a Chicago cor-
poration has taken options on 
the light plants at Kilmarnock, 
White Stone and Irvington and 
contemplates putting up a plant 
in Irvington to supply electric 
current for light and power 
within the next few months. 
The current to be furnished will 
be 110 volts and will be 24-hour 
service, it is said.

The site for the plant, if the 
deal goes thru, will be the old 
lime plant situated on Carters 

YESTERYEAR
Creek at Irvington. This prop-
erty is owned by the State of 
Virginia and the Chicago syn-
dicate also has an option on 
this property. Messrs. Charles 
Smith of Irvington and Willie 
Lee of Kilmarnock inform 
us that deposits have been on 
their respective plants, and it is 
generally understood that Mr. 
Gregg of White Stone has like-
wise accepted a deposit on his 
outfit.

An ice plant will be operated 
in connection with the power-
house at the lime plant site, and 
it is possible that other indus-
tries will follow the electricity 
later on. This bit of the forma-
tion will no doubt be welcome 
news to the public, as everyone 
realizes the benefits and advan-
tages of electricity.

The local light plants have 
rendered wonderful service, 
even though in most instances 
current has been furnished for 
lighting purposes only at night. 
The operators of the three local 
plants will no doubt be more 
elated than anyone else if the 
new project materializes, as it is 
a known fact that none of these 
plants has ever done any more 
than barely pay operating costs.

New light plant 
celebrates opening (Dec. 
8, 1927)

The new light plant of the 
Virginia East Coast Utilities 
Inc., at  Irvington is now operat-
ing, making ice and furnishing 
light and power to Irvington.

Mr. W. F. Stephens, presi-
dent of the Company of Evans-
ville Ill., Mrs. H. L. Simons of 
Chicago, Mr. Frank Pulley of 
Waverly, Mr. Geo. D. Weddell 
and Mr. J. R. Burham of Bal-
timore. Messrs. R. K. Turner, 
Russell Walteagneyer, August 
Thieme, A. G. Hoyt and George 
R. Gedder of Richmond, Mr. 
J. J. Pickett and other officials 
arrived Monday to inspect the 
new plant.

Due to other business 
arrangements, these company 
officials could not remain 
over for the festivities Tuesday 
afternoon. Mr. Smith and other 

employees of the plant, how-
ever, got together and gave them 
an oyster roast Monday night, 
which was greatly enjoyed, 
especially by those who had 
never eaten roasted oysters.

On Tuesday afternoon many 
people from all parts of the 
lower Northern Neck attended 
the public reception and oyster 
roast in celebration of the open-
ing of the plant at the plant. 
Everyone admired the modern 
up-to-date building and equip-
ment.

Mr. F. G. Newbill of Irvington 
in a short speech commented on 

the progressive spirit shown by 
the Virginia East Coast Utili-
ties, Inc., and asked for the sup-
port of the people in this gigan-
tic enterprise.

The five prizes donated by 
the company to holders of lucky 
tickets were won by Mr. George 
Gresham, Mrs. Emma Wilder, 
Mrs. W. E. Simmons, Mrs. 
Joe Toleman and Mr. Clarence 
Squires.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Tangier needs help
continued from page A6

is very precious to me and to 
my family . . . we want to pre-
serve it for our children and we 
can do that if we are honest with 
what’s happening and with how 
we can try to respond,” he said.

 He finds most people don’t 
care too much about why the 
tides and the erosion are getting 
worse, or about the politics of 
climate change.

 “They want to know what 
is going to happen to them and 
what they can do about it,” Scott 
said. For many, the real threat 
won’t come in their lifetimes 
and they aren’t likely to pay tens 
of thousands of dollars to jack 
up their houses.

 The key he said, is to hon-
estly acknowledge the threat 
and install public policies that 
over time guide “the way that 
development takes place, rear-
range the way people build 
their homes, the way roads are 
maintained.

 “And as we lose marshes 
we are going to need spaces on 
the landward edge for them to 
move into. . . . We’re going to 
need to buy the development 
rights to such places from the 
people who own them now . . . a 
very appropriate response.”

 In low-lying places like 
Dorchester County, he said he 
thinks that “if we can get a hold 
of this in the next five to seven 
years, we have time to fix it that 
way. If we wait, then we will 
be in crisis mode and things 
are going to happen in a very 
shocking and upsetting way.”

 As for Tangier Island, it 
won’t make much difference 
now whether Eskridge and his 
townspeople vote yea or nay 

on closing coal-fired plants to 
reduce the long-term buildup 
of carbon dioxide in the atmo-
sphere. Tangier needs rock, 
pretty soon and no change in 
energy policies is going to 
change that.

 Even the best seawall at 
Tangier is not the same as a 
dike, which would cost hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
and realistically isn’t going to 
happen. Even less likely are 
Trump’s assurances to Eskridge 
that his island would persist for 
“hundreds more years.”

 But a seawall would buy 
time for another generation or 
two of Tangier residents to con-
tinue the island’s unique culture 
and heritage, time enough for 
hundreds of thousands of us to 
visit and enjoy that—a reason-
able investment in my opinion.

 Tom Horton has written 
about Chesapeake Bay for more 
than 40 years, including eight 
books. He lives in Salisbury, 
where he is also a professor of 
Environmental Studies at Salis-
bury University. His views do 
not necessarily reflect those of 
the Bay Journal.

Congress is currently consider-
ing a bill called the “Chesapeake 
Bay Farm Bill Enhancement 
Act,” which would raise much-
needed agricultural funding from 
$100 million to $300 million and 
help farmers prevent pollution on 
their property. 

Past projects in the Rappahan-
nock River watershed have come 
in many shapes and sizes and 
are often the result of partner-
ships and funding streams like 
programs under the Farm Bill. 
An increase in funding for these 
projects would directly benefit 
farms and all residents within the 
watershed. 

Rep. Rob Wittman has joined 
a bipartisan coalition from the 
Chesapeake Bay to support this 
legislation as a co-sponsor. 

“We applaud Congressman 
Wittman for joining Sena-
tors Kaine and Warner as a co-
sponsor on this legislation,” said 
Friends of the Rappahannock 
executive director Kathleen Har-
rigan. “The Rappahannock River 
watershed is home to thousands 
of farms and we need to ensure 
they have the necessary funding 
to protect clean water.” 

Livestock exclusion fencing 
has been a particularly effective 
strategy in preventing livestock 
from entering ponds, streams and 
wetlands. Healthier livestock and 
cleaner waterways are a direct 
result of this best management 
practice. 

Livestock exclusion systems, 
which soil and water conserva-
tion districts help plan, fund and 
install, are growing in popular-
ity among cattle farmers in the 
Rappahannock basin. In 2015, 
87 farmers used cost-share dol-
lars to install livestock exclusion 
systems, up from 39 in 2012 

(Source: Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality). 

Organizations like soil and 
water conservation districts are 
the boots on the ground that 
provide technical assistance and 
cost-share dollars to local farm-
ers. 

“Our district provides leader-
ship, education and technical 
programs to all resource users 
in an effort to conserve, sus-
tain and improve soil and water 
resources.” said Marta Perry, 
district manager at Tri-County/
City Soil and Water Conservation 
District. “Federal funding like 
the Farm Bill provides additional 
resources to our local agricultural 
producers that also protects water 
quality for all area residents.” 

These types of projects can 
cost well over $100,000 depend-
ing on the scope of the project 
which can make protecting clean 
water cost-prohibitive for local 
agricultural producers. Fortu-
nately, the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation 
has a robust cost-share program 
for agricultural best management 
practices that protect clean water. 
But sometimes this is not enough. 

That is where federal funding 
through the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s 
Chesapeake Bay Program comes 
in. Funding from these agencies 
and the Farm Bill provides essen-
tial funding to protect our natural 
resources. 

“This needs to be a priority 
throughout the Chesapeake Bay 
and we hope Congressmen Brat 
and Garrett will join their col-
leagues as co-sponsors to ensure 
our local farmers and the Rappa-
hannock River have the support 
they need,” Harrigan said.

Bay Farm Bill Enhancement Act could 
triple funds to reduce farm pollution
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BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU

 Our employees above have over 100 years of combined banking experience: John Muller, Michele Hutton, Robin Jett, Andrea Banks, Holley Ott, Wanda Lewter

sonabank.com | 888-464-BANK (2265)

BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU

For over 100 years we’ve been helping our neighbors in Kilmarnock 

follow their dreams and reach their financial goals. And in that time, 

we’ve become known as a leader in community banking, and a big 

supporter of our community.

And though our name has changed, and you might notice we look 

a little different on the outside, the same friendly faces you’ve 

come to know and trust every day, are still on the inside. 

Because at Sonabank, we will always be BIG BELIEVERS 

in Kilmarnock and BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU.


