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The Town of Kilmarnock public 
works staff illuminated the 
town’s official Christmas tree 
(above) Saturday during the first 
“Countdown to Christmas” event 
at the Kilmarnock Town Centre 
Park. Vice mayor Rebecca Nunn 
also read the names of those who 
have donated banners in honor or 
memory of loved ones. The banners 
are displayed throughout the town. 

Santa arrived by trolley to greet the 
children. Approximately 300 people 
were in attendance. 

Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church singers (below) sparked the 
Christmas spirit with carols.

Photos by Madison White Franks 

Countdown to Christmas

WHITE STONE—The U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve is well known for 
storming beaches during wartime.

So it was a big surprise when just 
days before Christmas 2005, they 
unexpectedly arrived at my daughter’s 
front door with a Christmas tree. They 
set up the tree, decorated it with lights 
and shiny ornaments and laid out a 
bundle of gifts for my 8-month-old 
grandson, Tyler.

It was Tyler’s first Christmas. 
And it was our first Christmas 

without Tyler’s father, Tom, a U.S. 
Army officer who lost his life in Iraq 
just weeks earlier. Our family’s grief 
was so great that we planned to skip 
Christmas altogether.

But then the Marines arrived and 
Tyler’s face was filled with wonder 
at the sight of all the brightly colored 
presents beneath the tree. Seeing his 
joy made my daughter smile for the 

Local Toys for Tots campaign is under way

U.S. Marine Reserves brought Christmas in 2005 to Holly Wren and son, 
Tyler, as part of the Toys for Tots campaign. Here Tyler discovers his first 
Christmas tree.

by Audrey Thomasson first time since her husband’s death. 
Those Marines gave us hope that 

we would survive.
The U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 

has been spreading holiday joy to 
families like ours since 1947 through 
their annual toy drive, Toys for Tots. 
Through the generosity of people in 
our community, the annual campaign 
collects donated toys for less fortu-
nate families in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula.

Long & Foster Real Estate has been 
assisting their efforts throughout the 
Mid-Atlantic region for 27 years. 
Between now and December 12, Long 
& Foster urges area residents to open 
their hearts and help others. Their 
offices will accept new, unwrapped 
toy donations for children ages six-
months to 14 years. 

“We’re excited to again take part 
in Toys for Tots—a fun and impor-
tant cause—and provide our neigh-
bors a convenient location to drop 

off donations,” said Claire Forcier-
Rowe, Long & Foster’s White Stone 
manager. “It’s great to know that by 
collecting toys throughout the holiday 
season, we can help make sure less 
fortunate children in our area have a 
more cheerful holiday.”

They are asking for donations of 
stuffed animals, dolls, games, sports 
equipment, bicycles—just about any 
kind of new toy children might enjoy.

Unwrapped toys may be dropped 
off from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays at Long & Foster, 
434 Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone (call 435-2673); or 17457 Gen-
eral Puller Highway, Deltaville (call 
Bonnie Vest, 339-5282). 

Once the toys are collected and pre-
sented to the Marines, they are dis-
tributed through churches and social 
welfare agencies to the neediest chil-
dren throughout the community. 

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock 
Town Council last Monday tabled any 
further consideration of a recent unsolic-
ited proposal from Aqua Virginia regard-
ing acquisition of the town’s water and 
wastewater assets.

In October, council authorized town 
manager Tom Saunders to seek out-
side expertise to assist in evaluating the 
town’s water and wastewater assets and 
to commence a thorough analysis of an 
unsolicited proposal from Aqua Virginia. 

At the November 20 meeting, council-
man Michael Sutherland, who is chair-
man of the town’s water and sewer com-
mittee, announced that council would be 
tabling the matter indefinitely. 

“It has become quite apparent that the 
council has little appetite for expending 
the resources necessary to evaluate the 
Aqua proposal. The Town of Kilmar-
nock is ill-equipped to do so in house. 
Therefore, I am tabling indefinitely any 
further consideration of the Aqua pro-
posal to purchase the water and waste-
water operations of the town,” said 
Sutherland. 

Saunders noted the town sent out 
letters of interest seeking anyone who 
would be capable of answering questions 
the town may have about the unsolicited 
proposal. 

“We received about a dozen replies, 
but no one quoted any money and we 
didn’t ask for a quote,” said Saunders. 
“The council took this into consideration 
and said it’s a no-go.” 

Public hearings
Council also held two public hear-

ings last week. The first hearing 
addressed the sale of a 0.11-acre parcel 
owned by the town to the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department (KVFD) 
for $1. The parcel is behind the fire-
house. 

Saunders said the town and the fire 
department have agreed on the sale 
as long as the town has access to the 
School Street wastewater and sewer 
station.

Council member Rebecca Nunn 
noted the current appraised value of 
the land is $25,000. 

KVFD representative Tom Jones 
said the sale will allow the depart-
ment to build a new storage building 
to replace two old storage sheds. It also 
will allow for easier access to Irving-
ton Road if they demolish a house they 
use as a training facility, he said. 

There was no public comment on 
the sale to KVFD.  

Nunn moved to approve the sale and 
Sutherland seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 6-0 with support from 
council members Keith Butler, Betsy 
Crowther, Emerson Gravatt and Dr. 
Curtis Smith. 

The second hearing addressed the 
proposed sale of a 6.723-acre parcel 
near Technology Drive to Franklin 
Mechanical Corporation for $95,000.

Smith moved to sell the parcel to 
Franklin Mechanical and Butler sec-
onded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously, 6-0.

Kilmarnock drops
consideration of
proposal from
Aqua Virginia
to acquire water
and sewer assets

by Madison White Franks

TOYS, continued on page A2

Deadlines are approaching for Christmas 
Greetings advertisements, Letters to Santa and 
Holiday Heirloom photos. Submission guidelines 
appear on pages A2 and C4.
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Breakfast  
 With Santa 

At 
Ware Academy 

 

Saturday, December 9 
10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 
$8 per person 

(No charge for children 
less than 
 1-yr.old) 

 
 

Breakfast 
 

Crafts & Games 
 

Photo with Santa (CD $10) 
 

Purchase your tickets in advance 
at Ware Academy 
Call 804-693-3825  

for more information 

Accepting donations of non-perishable food items 
and new blankets for delivery to the 

 Bread for Life Community Food Pantry 

Stay 
Active!

Enjoy a full range 
of sports medicine 
services right here 

on the Middle 
Peninsula and the 

Northern Neck.

Orthopedics

David J. Muron, M.D.
804-693-0529

Steven J. Hospodar, M.D.
804-693-4645

Now seeing 
patients in  

White Stone
804-435-3133

riversideonline.com/goortho

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital is designated as a 
Blue Distinction Center+ for Knee & Hip Replacement 
by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, an independent 
licensee of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association

“Giving back to the many communities in which we live 
and work is important to our Long & Foster family, which is 
why we participate in the Toys for Tots drive year after year,” 
said Jeffrey S. Detwiler, chief executive officer of the Long & 
Foster Companies. “The U.S. Marines have built a tremendous 
program with Toys for Tots and our employees, agents and 
their clients appreciate and enjoy the opportunity to share the 
holiday spirit with children who might not receive anything 
otherwise.”

Each of Long & Foster’s more than 200 offices throughout 
seven states and the District of Columbia will accept toy dona-
tions. Long & Foster employees at the company’s home office in 
Chantilly, also will participate in the annual holiday campaign. 

The Rappahannock Record 
will publish photos of holi-
day heirlooms in the Thurs-
day, December 21, Christmas 
Greetings special section.

Deliver photos to the Record 
office by 5 p.m. Friday, Decem-
ber 8. The photos should be 
submitted by email with a brief 
description of the heirloom, 
name, hometown and contact 
information (not for publica-
tion). Feel free to reminisce.

Email photos to editor@
rapprecord.com, send to Rap-
pahannock Record, P.O. Box 
400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, 
or deliver them to the Record 
office at 27 North Main Street. 
There is a delivery slot in the 
front door for after-hours sub-
missions.

The Rappahannock Record 
will publish letters to Santa in 
the Thursday, December 21, 
Christmas Greetings special 
section.

Deliver letters to the Record 
office by 5 p.m. Friday, 
December 8. If letters are writ-
ten as a class project, teachers 
are urged to submit them by 
Friday, December 1.

Letters should be written 
with a dark pencil or ink and 
include the child’s first and last 
name, age and hometown. Par-
ents, teachers and others are 
asked to make certain the let-
ters are legible. Class submis-
sions should be identified by 
school and grade. The letters 
should be short and concise so 
Santa can read them quickly.

Email letters to editor@
rapprecord.com, send to Rap-
pahannock Record, P.O. Box 
400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, 
or deliver them to the Record 
office at 27 North Main Street. 
There is a delivery slot in the 
front door for after-hours sub-
missions.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Town of Kilmarnock is spon-
soring its holiday lighting con-
test again this year. The contest 
is open to all residents and 
commercial businesses within 
the Town of Kilmarnock. 

“We are happy to announce 
that the lighting contest has 
returned,” said deputy town 
manager/community develop-
ment Susan Cockrell. “Kilmar-
nock’s residents and businesses 
do such a great job of decorat-
ing for the holidays.”

Judging will begin at 7 p.m. 
December 17, said Cockrell. 
Participants must register their 
home or business by December 
14 at the Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. Reg-
istration forms are available at 
www.kilmarnockva.com/wp-
content/uploads/flyer-for-con-
test-2017.pdf and Town Hall.

There is no cost to partici-
pate and registering ensures 
that the judges are taken to 
the participating locations, she 
said. All participating loca-
tions, whether business or resi-
dential, must be visible from 
public roads.

LANCASTER—It wasn’t 
even a full moon and the lower 
Northern Neck experienced 
more than its typical share of 
chaos Monday evening with 
a couple’s shenanigans at two 
area banks and a blackout. 

A search continues for a 
white male and female who 
cashed fraudulent checks at the 
Sonabank branch in Heaths-
ville.

After the two suspects 
cashed the fraudulent checks in 

Community survives chaotic Monday
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
and Madison White Franks

including the Ditchley area. 
The outage occurred about 

5:15 p.m. and electricity was 
restored by 6:20 p.m. The 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department responded. 

Traffic lights were inopera-
tive during the outage but Lan-
caster chief of emergency ser-
vices Terrence McGregor said 
the county did not receive any 
emergency calls related to the 
blackout. 

Deputies also were dis-
patched Monday night to the 
Morattico and Lively areas 
when a 70-year-old woman 
suffering with dementia was 
reported missing. The woman 
was located within several hours 
and was safely returned to her 
family, said Sheriff McCranie. 

Kilmarnock holiday 
lighting contest returns

Winners will be chosen on 
the best use of lighting, creativ-
ity of the lights and originality 
of the display, said Cockrell.

First-, second- and third-
place winners will receive 
a “bragging rights” sign for 
their yard and an award cer-
tificate. Mayor Mae Umphlett 
will announce the winners at 
the December 18 town council 
meeting.

This 1950s era Christmas 
ornament featured a winter 
scene.  As children we believed 
it depicted the North Pole. 
Robert Mason Jr., Kilmarnock.

Holiday
heirloom
photos due
December 8

Santa letters
deadline is
December 8

Santa is making his list. Don’t 
be left out. Write your letter 
today and submit it to Santa 
in care of the Rappahannock 
Record.

The real estate includes a doublewide trailer 
with above ground pool, 2 car garage, shed and 
horse stable. This 3 bdrm., 2 bath trailer would 
make a great investment property and would be 
an ideal rental property. Located on 4.5 acres, 

shared driveway and well. This property is being 
auctioned with reserve to the highest bidder at 
2pm sharp. Broker participation paid!!! 10% 

contract, or more details please call or email Brad 

sale announcements take precedent over all 
advertisements.

Friday, December 1st 
 2pm

440 Old Orchard Drive, 
Lancaster, VA 22503 

Ideal Investment Opportunity!

REAL ESTATE 
AUCTION

Heathsville, bank officials there 
alerted banks in the Kilmarnock 
area, reported Lancaster County 
Sheriff Patrick McCranie.

The two then tried to cash 
checks at the Kilmarnock Son-
abank branch. When employees 
realized who they were, the town 
police department was contacted.  

The two fled and eventually 
abandoned their car on Kamps 
Mill Road north of Kilmarnock 
following a short pursuit by the 
Kilmarnock Police Department. 
The vehicle was registered to 
a leasing company and several 
different state plates were found 
inside, said Sheriff McCranie. 

A Virginia State Police search 
helicopter and two canine units 
were called to assist with the 
search, he said. 

Kilmarnock police chief 
Mike Bedell said the Kilmar-
nock Police Department was 
made aware of the vehicle after 
the incident in Heathsville and 
were “on the lookout.” 

Bedell said the town police 
arrived around 4:30 p.m. to try 
to block them from escaping 
Kilmarnock, but were unsuccess-
ful. 

“The couple from the 
Kilmarnock Sonabank inci-
dent on Monday are persons 
of interest in our investiga-
tion of fraud at Sonabank 
branches in Northumberland 
County. Undisclosed amounts 
of money are involved. Early 
details have revealed fraud 
at Sonabank branches in the 
Middle Peninsula and Wil-
liamsburg areas may be con-
nected. Additional informa-
tion will be released as the 
investigation progresses,” said 
Maj. Johnny Beauchamp with 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff ’s Office. 

In an unrelated incident, 
Lower Lancaster County expe-
rienced a blackout Monday. The 
power was knocked out when 
transmission lines caught fire 
on Mary Ball Road near Lan-
caster High School. 

According to Sheriff McCra-
nie, Dominion Energy had been 
working on the lines in the area 
for several days. 

The lines caught fire, caus-
ing a power outage from Lively 
through Lancaster Courthouse 
and in most of Kilmarnock, 

Toys for Tots
continued from page A1
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estate sales
appraisals & brokerage 

Patricia S. Loughridge

www.circaestatesales.com
pattiloughridge@gmail.com

Pampered Chef & 
Longaberger

Christmas Open House 

Dec. 1, 2 & 3   10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
734 Academic Lane Heathsville in front of North’d Elem. 

Everyone cooks! Pampered Chef
makes cooking quick, easy and healthy!

LOTS OF SALE ITEMS!
Up to 90% off!

Longaberger Baskets, Wrought Iron & Pottery
Cash & Carry (Door Prizes & Refreshments)

Free Shipping on orders

804-580-6978    Cell 804-761-6268

WEEMS—More than 60 vol-
unteers gathered early Thanks-
giving morning at Campbell 
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
in Weems to pack and deliver 
121 turkey dinners to people in 
Lancaster County who might 
otherwise have had no holiday 
meal.  

The tradition that started 39 
years ago has expanded into a 
collaboration among Campbell, 
Sharon Baptist, Claybrook Bap-
tist and White Stone Baptist, 
which provides next-day meals 
for recipients. 

“This event each year is an 
opportunity for our church to 
involve the congregation and 
fellow churches in our mission 
outreach program to the com-
munity and share those things 
for which we are thankful,” said 
Gerald Hoskins, Campbell’s 
moderator of missions.

Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury again prepared the 
turkey, dressing and gravy; and 
Tri-Star Supermarket provided 
rolls, cranberry sauce, Styro-
foam clamshells and paper bags. 
Church members brought home-
cooked green and yellow veg-
etables, congealed salads, cakes 
and pies. 

In a tried-and-true assembly 
line with cold items down one 

Campbell Church oversees 39th 
Thanksgiving meal distribution

From left, Rebecca Meberg, Gerald Hoskins and Nathan 
Meberg pack holiday meals for delivery to Lancaster County 
residents Thanksgiving morning.

side of the fellowship hall and 
hot items down the other, volun-
teers filled clamshells for pack-
ers to place in brown bags. Driv-
ers with assigned routes then 
delivered the meals to grateful 
recipients. Workers were back at 
their own homes by mid-morn-
ing, reported Jane Tims.

“I knew we would have 
enough food,” said event chair-
man Laura Hall. “But with 

people traveling for Thanksgiv-
ing, I wasn’t sure about the vol-
unteers. They came out of the 
woodwork. I think we had more 
this year than ever before. They 
came from many churches and 
from the neighborhood. They 
were like the loaves and the 
fishes. Here’s a big shout-out to 
the community for all the help in 
making this a great Thanksgiv-
ing morning.”

IRVINGTON—The plan-
ning commission for the 
Town of Irvington will con-
vene at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 5, at Irvington 
Baptist Church, 53 King 
Carter Drive, Irvington, to 
review and consider modifi-
cations to a proposed planned 
unit development ordinance 
(PUD).

At a related hearing on 
November 14, the public 
overwhelmingly voiced oppo-
sition to the initial proposal 
which would allow for devel-
opment of up to 20 town-
houses or five single homes 
per acre on properties pres-
ently zoned R-2 with 20 acres 
or more. Some 30% of the 
property would be designated 
for green space. 

Currently, Irvington’s R-2 
zoning allows one house per 
two-acre lot.

The commission was sched-
uled to hold an additional 
workshop on the proposed 
PUD ordinance November 
28.

The Irvington Town Coun-
cil has scheduled a public 
hearing on the proposal at 
6:30 p.m. December 14 at 
Irvington Baptist Church. 

COLONIAL BEACH—
The Potomac River Fisher-
ies Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m. Friday, December 1, 
at the Carpenter Building, 222 
Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

Advertised public hearings 
will address: clarification of 
who is eligible for a commer-
cial license; increase of the 
registration fee for a public 
random drawing from $25 to 
$100; clarification of the cri-
teria for qualifying for the two 
crab pot licenses on one boat 
permit; establishment of the 
assigned user and charge of a 
$50 fee each time the assigned 
user is changed; and clarifica-
tion of who can be aboard a 
hook and line vessel.

Also, allowance of pound 
net poles to remain in the 
water between the winter sea-
sons; elimination of non MD/
VA resident sport fish licenses 
and changing MD/VA resident 
to individual licenses with 
no residency restriction; and 
establishment of a planting 
surcharge for the OMR Pro-
gram for the purpose of plant-
ing spat on shell. The full text 
of the proposed regulations 
and amendments can be found 
at www.prfc.us, or by calling 
800-266-3904.

Agenda items will include 
reports on the crab and oyster 
harvest and the annual fall 
oyster survey. The commission 
will adopt orders to establish 
the 2018 recreational and com-
mercial striped bass seasons, 
gear and size limits as well as 
most other finfish species and 
update the quota for the com-
mercial menhaden fishery. 
There will be an update on the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission annual meet-
ing.

Other items on the agenda 
will include updates on the 
Rotational Natural Oyster 
Harvest Program, Jones Shore 
Area #2 harvest and a perfor-
mance update for the commer-
cial striped bass fishery.

Summaries from the finfish 
advisory committee, the crab 
advisory committee, the oyster 
strategic planning panel and 
the oyster/clam advisory com-
mittee also will be presented.

The nominating committee 
will be appointed and advi-
sory committee vacancies will 
be announced. There also will 
be a delinquent seafood catch 
report hearing.

The Agenda
Local Government News

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck RRecord.com

NEWS 
BREAK

■ Wreath pick up
Northern Neck CASA will 

have pre-ordered wreaths 
ready for pick up at The 
Courtyard at Chesapeake 
Commons, 463 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock from 4 
to 6 p.m. Thursday, Novem-
ber 30, and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, Decem-
ber 1 and 2. CASA extends a 
thank you to all who ordered 
wreaths. 
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Rebecca Hubert 
Peoples Community Bank 

4593 Richmond Rd. 
Warsaw, VA 22572 

804-333-3500 

 
10 year fixed rate 

 as low as  

4.25% 

25 year amortization 
Call today for more information! 

480 King Carter Drive, Irvington, VA

Christmas Marketplace
at �e Tides

Saturday, December 9th 
11 am - 4 pm

Open to the Public − Free Admission! 

Something for Everyone on Your Shopping List!
Fine Art, Jewelry, Clothing & Accessories, Alpacas, Artisans, Crafts, 

Foodstuffs, Books, Heraldry, Stationery, Beauty & Personal Care

Fun Kids’ Activities! Free Cookie Decorating  

 & Ornament Painting with Mrs. Claus!    

Make a lasting memory! Take a picture by  

the Tides’ Sleigh, then sit and warm yourself 

 by the fire in our View Room while you enjoy 

Live Holiday Music by Pianist Eric Lyttle!

PLUS: Indulge in Holiday Beverages 

and Delicious Blue Plate Specials 

in our Chesapeake Restaurant! 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court convened Novem-
ber 21. The following cases 
were heard by the Hon. R. 
Michael McKenney. 
Trials

A show cause was issued on 
Kimberly L. Adams of Hague 
for failing to appear on a 
felony embezzlement charge. 
The case was continued to 
December 5. 

The case of Cintez C. 
Gibson of Lancaster, charged 
with two felonies of selling 
or distributing an imitation 
schedule I/II drug and manu-
facturing or distributing a con-
trolled substance, was contin-
ued to January 23. 

Preston M. Goodrich of 
Heathsville, charged with a 
misdemeanor of possessing 
marijuana, pled guilty and was 
sentenced to 30 days with 30 
days suspended. 

The case of Devon K. 
Kelley of Lancaster, charged 
with two felonies of selling 
or distributing marijuana and 
manufacturing or distributing 
a controlled substance, was 
continued to January 23. 

The case of Jonathan F. 
Mitchell of Lancaster, charged 
with a felony probation vio-
lation, had his probation 
revoked and was sentenced to 
four years and six months with 
four years and one month sus-
pended. 

Elvis A. Rich of Heathsville, 
charged with a misdemeanor 
of driving while intoxicated, 
was not prosecuted at the time 
of trial. 

The case of Jonathan A. 
Towles of Lancaster, charged 
with two felonies of the sale 
or distribution of marijuana 
and manufacturing or distrib-
uting a controlled substance, 
was continued to January 23. 

The case of Donald C. 
Wilkins of Warsaw, charged 
with a misdemeanor of driving 
under a revoked or suspended 
license, was dismissed. 
Other cases 

Jamaul B. Hill of Newport 
News, charged with a felony 
probation violation, had his 
probation revoked and was 
sentenced to 16 years and five 

months with 16 years and 3 
months suspended. 

The case of Orville H. King 
III of Weems, charged with a 
felony of involuntary man-
slaughter, was set for trial 
April 11. 

The case of Joan M. Parks of 
Weems, charged with a felony 
of involuntary manslaughter, 
was set for trial April 11. 

The case of Larry T. Wil-
liams of Richmond, charged 
with two felony counts of 
aggravated sexual battery, 
was continued to January 23. 
Williams was scheduled to be 
sentenced in three felonies of 
carnal knowledge of a 13-14 
year old child. The case was 
continued for sentencing Feb-
ruary 13. 

The case of Jason A. Ritchie 
of Lottsburg, charged with 
two felonies of destruction of 
property and burglary, was 
scheduled for a jury trial Janu-
ary 18. 

The case of David Ercelino-
Dodson of Weems, charged 
with two felonies of aggra-
vated sexual battery and 
sodomy, was scheduled for 
sentencing January 23. 

The case of Thomas E. 
Kelly of Kilmarnock, charged 
with two felonies of selling 
or distributing marijuana and 
manufacturing or distributing 
a controlled substance, was 
dismissed. 

The case of Brian O. Morris 
Jr. of Kilmarnock, charged 
with a felony of sale as an 
accommodation, was contin-
ued to December 12. 

Rodney Withers of Farn-
ham, charged with two felo-
nies of manufacturing or 
distributing a controlled sub-
stance and a felony of failing 
to appear in court, was found 
guilty and was sentenced to 
five years with three years 
and eight months suspended. 
The failing to appear charge 
was dismissed. A hearing was 
scheduled for January 23.

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against eight individuals.

A Washington Street woman, 
54, was charged November 20 
with assault and battery of a 
family member and destruction 
of property.

A Gloucester woman, 36, was 
charged November 20 with con-
tempt of court.

A White Chapel Road woman, 
23, was charged November 21 
with contempt of court.

A Riverwood Road man, 33, 
was charged November 23 with 
driving under the influence of 
intoxicants.

A Greentown Road woman, 
56, was charged November 24 
with assault and battery of a 
family member.

A Rappahannock Landing 
man, 28, was charged Novem-
ber 24 with revocation of a sus-
pended sentence and probation.

A Morattico Road woman, 30, 
was charged November 26 with 
assault and battery. 

A Crystal Lane woman, 31, 
was charged November 26 with 
assault and battery.
Activity report

Nov. 20: Staff responded to 
the 10500 block of Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway to investigate 
the reported theft of tools, to the 
100 block of Jones Drive for a 
trespasser, and to the 100 block 
of Deep Harbor Lane for a tres-
passer.

Nov. 21: Staff responded to 
a walk-in report of a missing 
juvenile with behavioral issues, 
responded to the 8200 block of 
Mary Ball Road for the report of 
a trespasser, to River and Chown-
ing Ferry roads for a vehicle 
crash into a tree, to the 100 
block of Holly Haven Road for a 
domestic disturbance, to the 8600 
block of Mary Ball Road for a 

fight in progress with a weapon 
involved, and to the 100 block of 
Gill Road for the report of disor-
derly person.

Nov. 22: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Boat House 
Cove to investigate the theft of 
a boat cover, to the 2900 block 
of Lara Road for a domes-
tic verbal disagreement, to 
the 8600 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a trespasser, to the 
200 block of Weems Road for 
trespassers, to the 100 block 
of Doggett Lane for gunshots, 
and to Southport Lane for a 
verbal disagreement.

Nov. 23: Staff responded to 
the 200 block of Old Fairgrounds 
Way to assist Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) with an 
assault, and to the 100 block of 
Rocky Neck Road for a domestic 
disturbance.

Nov. 24: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Washington 
Street for a domestic disturbance, 
to Wilson Lane for a vehicle 
blocking the highway, and to the 
100 block of Gaskins Road for a 
fight in progress involving a large 
knife.

Nov. 25: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Lumberlost 
Road for noise violations with the 
use of vehicles, to the 100 block 
of Pine Drive for a suspicious 
person behind a shed dressed in 
black, to Lancaster Creek Drive 
for illegal dumping involving a 
tan van, to Old Airport and River 
Roads for a possible intoxicated 
driver, to a walk-in report of 
assault, to the 100 block of Wish-
ing Well Lane for a domestic dis-
turbance involving threatening 
language, and to the 100 block 
of Morattico Road for an assault 
over custody issues.

Nov. 26: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Wiggins 
Avenue to assist KPD with a 
suspicious vehicle, to the 2000 

block of Morattico Road for a 
traffic crash that evolved into a 
verbal dispute, to the 600 block 
of Alfonso Road for a domes-
tic assault, to the 8700 block of 
Mary Ball Road for the report of 
debris in the highway, to the 400 
block of Whitehall Road for the 
report of suspicious persons, and 
to the 2000 block of Crawfords 
Corner Road for a domestic dis-
turbance.

Staff also conducted 25 traf-
fic stops, issued six summonses, 
assisted five motorists, recorded 
a deer strike accident, handled 
five calls for traffic control, 
investigated five building alarms, 
received 20 E911 hang-up calls 
and fielded two calls for animal 
control service.

Fire calls
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 

Department twice responded to 
a possible propane leak at Mary 
Ball and Goodluck roads and to 
a traffic crash on Pinckardsville 
Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a traffic crash at 
River and Chowning Ferry roads.
EMS calls

For the week of November 
19 through 25, the Kilmarnock-
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Rescue Squad and Lancaster 
County Emergency Services 
responded to 37 calls for service 
including 16 medical emergen-
cies, 12 injuries, a traffic accident 
and eight other calls.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

NORTHUMBERLAND 
COUNTY CIRCUIT
COURT REPORT

by Madison White Franks

WHY
ADVERTISE?
You’re reading this aren’t you?

804.435.1701, Marilyn ext.  11

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck RRecord.com
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©2017 Chesapeake Bank. Member FDIC. *Offer limited to one new checking account per household. Offer available to checking accounts opened between 9/7/2017 and 12/15/2017 and may be discontinued at any time. 

$100 will be paid to a Northern Neck area based 501c3 nonprofit organization. *Donations will be made to chosen nonprofits at the conclusion of the promotion. Account needs to be open and in good standing (not 

overdrawn) at the time of the donation, otherwise donation will not take place. The minimum balance to open a myChecking account is $100. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for myChecking 2 is 0.15% for balances 

$2,000 and above; for myChecking 3 0.20% for balances $10,000 to $24,999, 0.30% APY for balances $25,000 to $49,999 and 0.35% APY for balances $50,000 and above. These APYs are accurate as of 8/10/2017. 

APYs are variable and subject to change after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Non-US residents and individuals under 18 years of age are not eligible. This program may be modified or cancelled at 

any time without notice to either party. Member FDIC.

MIGRATE HERE,

SOAR.

and we’ll help your 
favorite nonprofit 

Open a checking account at Chesapeake Bank, and we’ll 
give $100 to your favorite Northern Neck nonprofit.*
At Chesapeake Bank, we’ve been serving the Northern Neck since 1900 – so we know the importance of 

giving back. Right now, we’re proving it with this special offer. Here’s how it works. 

1 Stop by any Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch.

2 Open a new checking account. 

3 We’ll give $100 to the nonprofit of your choice. 

It’s that simple. Because at Chesapeake Bank, we’ve made it easy to switch. And easy to give. Stop by  

your nearest Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch for additional information, or give us a call.

Irvington Office

98 King Carter Drive

Irvington, Virginia 22480

804-438-5252

Lively Office

2824 White Chapel Road

Lively, Virginia 22507

804-462-5131

Main Office

97 North Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

804-435-1181

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER
Accept Quality Consignments

And Buy Antiques

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

■ Band raffle
The Lancaster Band Boosters 

is conducting a raffle to raise 
funds to help send the LHS 
Red Devils Marching Band to 
the 2017 Taxslayer Bowl game 
December 30 in Jacksonville, 
Fla. The prize is a rustic wooden 
American flag handcrafted 
by Kevin Powell of American 
Heirloom Woodworks.

The drawing will be held at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Band’s winter concert at 7 p.m. 
December 18 at the LMS The-
ater, 191 School Street, Kilmar-
nock. Tickets are $1 each, or 
six for $5. To purchase concert 
or raffle tickets, contact Donna 
McGrath at 438-5803, or dmc-
grath64@gmail.com.

■ Ty’s Friends
Ty’s Friends Christmas 

Group is accepting gifts for 
distribution to the mentally 
and physically disabled and 
needy in the Middle Peninsula 
and Northern Neck. Gifts can 
be delivered to Mane Cre-
ations, 511 South Main Street, 
Kilmarnock, or Dunn Rite 
Auto Sales, 60 Hawthorne 
Avenue, Kilmarnock. Folks 
also may contact 577-3414, 
480-0369, or email pnick-
ens421@gmail.com. 

Monetary donations of any 
amount are accepted. Dona-
tions can be deposited into 
Ty’s Friends group account at 
Union Bank, 284 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock, or mailed 
to Ty’s Friends Christmas 
Group, 9445 Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway, Kilmar-
nock, VA 22482. The dead-
line for gifts and donations is 
December 19.

■ Blanket drive
The Interfaith Service Coun-

cil recently announced its annual 
blanket drive. Blankets in all sizes 
as well as sheets and mattress 
covers are needed.

Items may be dropped from 
10 a.m. to noon Mondays and 
Wednesdays, or for pickup, call 
435-6050.

NEWS 
BREAKS

L A N C A S T E R — Te r r i e 
Dort, president of the North-
ern Neck Partners for Pets 
(NNPP), recently announced 
a collaboration with artist 
Marianne Ashurst and 
her husband, author Mike 
Marcon.

NNPP is a grassroots orga-
nization with the goal of 
building a private, no-kill 
shelter dedicated to provid-
ing a safe haven and finding 
quality homes for unwanted 
cats and dogs.

Ashurst, of Heathsville, 
specializes in painting oil 
and watercolor animal por-
traiture. She has agreed to 

donate to NNPP a percent-
age of the commission she 
charges to paint animal por-
traits to assist the NNPP in 
building its new shelter. 
Marcon also has offered to 
assist NNPP by providing 
copies of his recent children’s 
book, Pot Pie’s Christmas: 
Tales of a Northern Neck 
Mouse, to offer as donation 
premiums. Marcon’s book is 
illustrated by Ashurst.

The NNPP shelter will 
be constructed on a 38-acre 
parcel on Devil’s Bottom 
Road in Lancaster. It will be 
fully outfitted to meet pro-
fessional shelter standards 

for health and safety. The 
total project costs to include 
building, septic, roads and 
infrastructure are estimated 
at $3 million.

According to Dort, those 
donating $500 to the shelter 
construction fund, before the 
end of the year, will receive a 
signed copy of Marcon’s new 
book.  

To learn more about NNPP 
and its shelter plans, visit 
w w w. n o r t h e r n n e c k p a r t -
nersforpets.org. To obtain 
a free portfolio of Ashurst’s 
portraits, or to see exam-
ples of her work visit www.
ashurstart.online.

REEDVILLE—The Julius 
Rosenwald School Foundation 
of Northumberland County 
celebrated the 100th anniver-
sary of the school on Novem-
ber 4 with a window-raising/
bake sale event at the school, 
19602 Northumberland High-
way, Reedville.

“We thank our guests from 
the Reedville and Northumber-
land County communities and 
beyond for stopping by and 
supporting the event in many 
ways,” said project manager 
Dr. Brenda Bullock, who indi-
cated the event was a success.

“We also thank the alumni, 
family and friends of alumni 
and teachers for your support 
in making our event a suc-
cess on Saturday, November 
4,” she said. “We have sold or 
have pledges for 34 of the 42 
windows with sales coming in 
daily. Words cannot express 
our gratitude to those of you 
who have purchased windows 
already or made notations to 
help us complete the window 
installations.”

Special thanks and praise go 
to volunteers Samuel Keeve, 
Horace (Jim) Keeve, Ronald 

Keeve, Danny Cottrell Sr., 
Robert Schlinder, Josh Sch-
linder, Brian Norris, Herbert 
Gaskins, Bobby Blaire, Betty 
Nuckols, James ‘T-Boy’ Fallon, 
Jude Kelly and those who pro-
vided bake goods.

Thanks also to Allison’s Ace 
Hardware and Lilian Lumber 
Company for providing mate-
rials for the windows, she said.

“We also extend our appre-
ciation to the Rappahannock 
Record and Northumberland 
Echo for sending correspon-
dents and providing media 
coverage in their papers prior 

to the event,” said Dr. Bullock.
Present at the event was Dr. 

Eleanor Morris, the wife of the 
late Rev. Dr. T. Wright Morris, 
whose vision the foundation 
aims to fulfill. 

Board chairman and District 
5 supervisor Ronald Jett rep-
resented the Northumberland 
County Board of Supervisors 
at the celebration.

Foundation board members 
in attendance included Mary 
Jackson, Stanley Norris, Tom 
Kelly, Malcolm Butler, Dr. 
Regina McCoy, Marian Ashton 
and Dr. Bullock.

To purchase a window, or 
donate to the ongoing renova-
tion project, go to jrsfnc.org, 
or call Dr. Bullock, 304-270-
6716.

100th anniversary celebration and window raising a success

Incentives to benefit shelter building fund

Steptoe’s
visitor

Look “hoos” hanging out 
on Main Street Kilmarnock. 
Steptoe’s District merchants 
recently caught this baby 
owl warming itself on a 
light in front of the RAL Art 
Center, 19 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. Photo by Lewis 
Trimble

LANCASTER—A woman 
was killed Tuesday, November 
28, in a single-vehicle crash 
at approximately 1:35 p.m. on 
White Chapel Road, .9 miles 
south of Mary Ball Road in 
Lancaster County.

According to the Virginia 
State Police (VSP) trooper’s 
preliminary investigation, a 
2006 Honda Accord operated 
by Nancy D. Chillton, 73, of 
Lancaster was traveling on 
White Chapel Road, veered left 
crossing the center line, and 
ran off the road striking a tree.

Chillton (the sole occupant) 
was transported to Bon Secours 
Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal in Kilmarnock where she 
succumbed to her injuries. She 
was wearing her seatbelt. 

The crash remains under 
investigation, reported Sgt. 
Keeli L. Hill, VSP public infor-
mation officer.  

Lancaster woman 
killed in single-
vehicle accident



CommunityForum November 30, 2017
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A6

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In my childhood one of our family’s annual 
summer rituals was a trip to Weems to visit 

Topsey Olds. She was an elderly lady who 
lived in the Victorian house beyond Camp-
bell Presbyterian Church, on the land that 
included the site of Corotoman, the home of 
Robert “King” Carter. To this day I can say 
that she was one of the most colorful indi-
viduals I ever have known.  

She had spent her career in Washington, 
where her grandfather, Return Jonathan 
Meigs III, a friend of President Abraham 
Lincoln, had served as first clerk of the 
reconstituted Federal District Court for the 
District of Columbia. His unusual first name 
derived from his great-grandfather, Jona-
than Meigs, having courted his prospective 
bride with repeated proposals of marriage. 
Once when leaving on a long trip, she pro-
claimed, “Return Jonathan Meigs,” thus after 
their marriage when their son was born, she 
named him Return Jonathan Meigs.

That Return’s son went on to become the 
fourth governor of Ohio and later senator. 
Topsey’s grandfather, Return III, had his own 
illustrious career in the Washington legal 

community. Topsey was born in 1869 and as 
a child I used to listen to her tell me stories of 
going to the White House as a little girl and 
sitting on the lap of President U. S. Grant, a 
close friend of her grandfather. Many years 
later when I met General U. S. Grant III, I 
told him about Topsey and he confirmed that 
his grandfather always had enjoyed the com-
pany of children.

Topsey followed her grandfather to the 
Federal Courthouse, not in a legal capac-
ity, but as the manager of the lunchroom, 
where she stayed for many years, getting to 

know the legal community and being a part 
of it from an ancillary position. She thrived 
on knowing all she could about the judges, 
lawyers and important trials that came 
through the courthouse and her memory was 
astounding.  

After leaving the lunchroom, she came to 
live with her daughter and son-in-law, who 
had purchased the house in Weems. With 
that move she began trying to learn all she 
could about “King” Carter. She died in 1969, 
shortly prior to her 100th birthday, before the 
establishment of the Foundation for Historic 
Christ Church and before the archeological 
excavation of the site of his home, thus she 
was one of the first to research the history of 
King Carter’s Church and his home, Coroto-
man.  

In those days her archival resources were 
limited and by modern standards perhaps 
historians might say that she blended history 
with legend, but she was indefatigable in 
trying to learn as much as she could and she 
delighted in telling all she knew to anyone 
who would listen. She also knew her family 
genealogy and could recite tales of her fore-

fathers’ services in the War for Indepen-
dence and succeeding wars, along with that 
of her collateral relative, General Montgom-
ery Meigs, the Quartermaster of the Army 
during the Civil War.

As a child I was fascinated. I recall her 
claim that the rocks in front of her home had 
come as ballast on ships from England and 
have wondered ever since whether that tidbit 
of history was documented, but to a child 
listening to her, as she had listened to U. S. 
Grant tell her stories of the Civil War, I was 
mesmerized.

Topsey also liked to write poetry and gave 
me one of the privately printed booklets con-
taining her verse. She and my father would 
go over their times at the courthouse and my 
father would turn to tell me how much he 
had enjoyed her famous pies, which were the 
signature items on the menu of the court-
house lunchroom. 

Since those childhood visits listening 
to Topsey’s stories, I have been to Weems 
countless times, but I never go there without 
thinking of her and reliving the history that 
to her was still very much alive.

Topsey was born in 1869 and 
as a child I used to listen to 
her tell me stories of going to 
the White House as a little 
girl and sitting on the lap of 
President U. S. Grant, a close 
friend of her grandfather.

Focal Point

Over the river and through the woods...

Photo by Doreen Hamblet

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

YOUR LETTERS
Nothing funny 

Larry David’s shtick on 
a recent Saturday Night 
Live, “Pick-up lines in Hit-
ler’s concentration camps,” 
crossed the bounds of human 
decency in such a way that 
it is hard to f ind the words 
to express my disgust and 
repulsions. 

I have always admired 
Larry David’s offbeat humor, 
but his attempt to make a 
joke about people about to be 
gassed is beyond disgusting. 
In fact, I don’t know whether 
there is a word in the Eng-
lish language to describe the 
repugnance of what he said.

Some 6 million Jews 
died and another 11 mil-
lion people lost their lives in 
Nazi camps. Where is there 
any humor in this?

Polish poet and Nobel 
Prize winner Czesław Miłosz 
lived in Warsaw during the 
war and witnessed the mas-
sacre of thousands of Jews 
in the Warsaw ghetto. Milosz 
wrote:

“In the spring of 1943, 
on a beautiful quiet night, 

a country night in the out-
skirts of Warsaw, standing 
on the balcony, we could 
hear screaming from the 
ghetto…. This screaming 
gave us goose pimples. They 
were the screams of thou-
sands of people being mur-
dered. It travelled through 
the silent spaces of the city 
from among a red glow 
of f ires, under indifferent 
stars, into the benevolent 
silence of gardens in which 
plants laboriously emitted 
oxygen, the air was fragrant 
and a man felt that it was 
good to be alive. There was 
something particularly cruel 
in this peace of the night, 
whose beauty and human 
crime struck the heart simul-
taneously. We did not look 
each other in the eye.”

There is no humor in 
people being massacred in 
camps, schools, churches, 
Charlottesville or shop-
ping malls? There is noth-
ing funny, absolutely noth-
ing, in Mr. David’s shameful 
comedy. 

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

World terrorist
problem solved

You need not be a genius 
to rid the world of terrorism. 

First, we need to identify 
the terrorists. There are two 
choices. One group consists 
of thugs originating from 
the economically starved 
regions of the world. 

One recent report of the 
terrorists/thugs in Europe 
found the young lads to 
be thieves and pimps who 
found a calling from extrem-
ist groups who promised 
money, cars and women. The 
number of these young lads 
varies considerably. Esti-
mates range from 20,000 to 
135,000.

Now google the dol-
lars spent on the “war on 
terror.” That number also 
varies. The bottom line is 
this, we could give each ter-
rorist between $20,000,000 
and $110,000,000 each for 
what that war cost. Problem 
solved. That can buy some 
pretty nice cars.

Now for the other 
group. They are the talking 
heads on TV. The next time 
you see a “terrorist expert” 
on PBS, BBC, FOX, ABC, 
or MSNBC, google them. 
I did three times. They are 
employed directly or indi-
rectly by Raytheon, Halibur-
ton, or Lockheed Martin.

In 2016, we paid these guys 
$306 billion. Those are the 
ones wanting you to spend as 
much as $110,000,000 to rid 
the world of that one-time 
pimp in Belgium. These are 
the guys that pump $700,000 
into Rep. Rob Wittman’s 
campaign.

So now the question. Are 
you more afraid of the Bel-
gium pimp or are you afraid 
of those that purchase Rob 
Wittman and sell you on the 
idea we need $110,000,000 
to rid us of that pimp. 

Choose carefully. The 
future of your children and 
grandkids are at stake. Hint: 
the terrorists are not look-
ing at flying a plane into a 
building, they are staring at 
your grandkid’s piggy bank. 
Remember this.  

Lon Crow,
Lottsburg

Wittman’s 
tax ‘relief ’

I read Rob Wittman’s 
more-than-usual self-serving 
press release on November 
22 about his vote for the 
awful tax bill just passed by 
the House. Wittman’s report, 
in his time-honored fashion, 
only reported things his con-
stituents would like.

I’ll tell you what he 
“forgot”: 

under $75,000 will see an 
increase in tax.

even though we actually paid 
for it during our working 
years through payroll taxes.

interest for hedge funds, and 

welfare for oil companies—
not touched. 

charged unless the estate is 
over $10 million, are slashed, 
so only the mega rich will 
benefit—but that’s what this 
bill is all about.    

million people—4 million 
the first year—to lose health-
care by defunding the indi-
vidual mandate so $338 mil-
lion can be diverted toward 
high-income individuals’ tax 
reductions.    

to over $1.4 trillion—then 
Republicans will morph into 
“Deficit Hawks” again and 
cut more programs like food 
stamps and health or infra-
structure.  

It’s a cynical bill, a give-
away for oligarchs.  

Ironically, Wittman’s arti-
cle was bracketed by two 
wonderful, thoughtful let-
ters. One exposed the slight-
of-hand marketing of the new 
tax code and outright lies 
that these cuts are to benefit 
the middle class. The other 
noted two cases where build-
ing schools and an irrigation 
canal does more good for 
influencing foreign opinion 
than bombs ever will, that 
one less mega bomb could 
send 1,000,000 children to 
school. 

Two weeks ago I read a 
complaint that critical posts 
to Wittman’s Facebook get 
deleted. I tested it with my 
own critical post: I quickly 
got 61 “likes”—and then 
it was gone. Just like Witt-
man’s “town hall meetings.”

Joel Dugan,
Lancaster

Give to the rich
Congressman Wittman is 

promoting the bill that was 
recently passed by the House 
of Representatives as a great 
victory for the American 
people.

So much for the talking 
points. The reality is that 
the bill is a give-away to the 
super-rich at the expense 
of present and future gen-
erations of middle and low-
income tax payers.

Only 55% of Americans 
would actually see a reduc-
tion in their taxes and most 
of those reductions would 
be less than $1,000 per year. 
19% of Americans would 
pay about the same in taxes 
and 26% would actually pay 
more. 

Meanwhile, over 80% of 
the reductions would go to 
the super-rich such as our 
president and his family, 
who could see their taxes 
reduced by over a billion 
dollars during the next 10 
years. Even more alarming is 
the impact that the bill’s $1.5 
trillion in tax cuts would have 
on our already out-of-control 
deficits unless the govern-
ment makes major spend-
ing cuts to programs such as 
Medicare and education. 

Do we really need to add to 
our deficits, or cut funding 
for critical federal programs 

that benefit middle and low-
income Americans, or both, 
just to give billions in tax 
breaks to the super-rich?

Vacation communities such 
as the Northern Neck would 
be particularly hard-hit. The 
bill eliminates the deduc-
tion for mortgage interest on 
second homes, which would 
mean fewer sales of second 
homes and less revenue for 
our local governments and 
providers of retail goods and 
services. Thirteen House 
Republicans had the cour-
age and good sense to vote 
against this awful bill. Why 
didn’t Congressman Wittman 
do the same?    

David Evans,
Lancaster

‘Brother’s Keeper’
concept flawed

A recent story appeared in 
the Record about the efforts 
of a local group that focuses 
on the needs of poor folks. It 
wasn’t clear what the group 
calls itself but, based on the 
story’s headline, I will call 
it the “Living on the Edge” 
group, or LOTE, for short. 

The story didn’t explain 
why LOTE is obsessed with 
the subject of poverty, but my 
guess is that it is based on its 
endorsement of the “We are 
Each our Brother’s Keeper” 
moral obligation.

Unfortunately, the “Broth-
er’s Keeper” obligation is 
fatally flawed, for two rea-
sons.

First, no valid moral obli-
gation can require a man to 
do what he cannot do. As 
for poor people, they are too 
numerous, too dispersed, and/
or too inaccessible for all to 
be helped; universal help is 
unconditionally impossible. 

Second, the “Brother’s 
Keeper” obligation, by 
requiring assistance to those 
less fortunate, necessar-
ily leads to income equal-
ity. Suppose a rich man has 
$100 and a poor man has no 
money. The poor man is less 
fortunate. So, the rich man 
gives $5 to the poor man. But 
the poor man is still less for-
tunate. So the rich man gives 
another $5. And so on. 

Following this process to 
its logical conclusion, the 
rich man must give up half 
his income before the poor 
man is no longer less for-
tunate. For a bunch of valid 
reasons, no one goes this far, 
not even the saintly LOTE 
folks. 

By ceasing their giving 
long before the poor are 
equally fortunate, the 
“Brother’s Keeper” folks are 
exposed as hypocrites.

The “Brother’s Keeper” 
obligation as a moral princi-
ple is incoherent and should 
be rejected.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Find us on 
Facebook!

RRecord.com

December is here. It’s that 
special time of the year when 
the new holiday music CDs are 
in stores, or available online.

Actually, most of them have 
been out since October. Christ-
mas is not far behind.

I’m hoping to expand the 
holiday collection in my home 
music library. At the top of 
the wish list is “A Very Kacey 
Christmas” with special guests 
Leon Bridges, Willie Nelson 
and The Quebe Sisters. 

Actually, this CD was 
released in October 2016, 
but it’s still new to me. I only 
recently discovered this country 
music phenom.

Where have I been? 
She definitely doesn’t get 

enough air time on local coun-
try music radio.

Friends assure me I’ll find 
Kacey in my stocking. She’s got 
at least two other CDs spinning, 
“Pageant Material,” released in 
June 2015, and  “Same Trailer 
Different Park,” released in 
April 2013.

She is known for controver-
sial lyrics, even labeled a rebel.

I think feisty is a more accu-
rate description. She tells it like 
it is.

For example, here are the 
opening lines from her popular 
“Biscuits” track: 

“Taking down your neighbor 
won’t take you any higher.

“I burned my own damn 
finger pokin’ someone else’s 
fire.

“I’ve never gotten taller 
makin’ someone else feel small.

“If you ain’t got nothin’ nice 
to say don’t say nothin’ at all.”

And the chorus:
“So hoe your own row and 

raise your own babies.
“Smoke your own smoke and 

grow your own daisies.
“Mend your own fences and 

own your own crazy.
“Mind your own biscuits and 

life will be gravy.
“Mind your own biscuits and 

life will be gravy.”
Now that’s good straightfor-

ward advice.
I don’t to want to rock Santa’s 

sleigh, but I can’t wait until 
Christmas.

I think “A very Kacey Christ-
mas,” is just what I need to get 
in the festive mood to face the 
holiday rush.

That will leave at least two 
other Kacey Musgraves options 
for the stocking stuffers. 

And if there’s duplication, 
well there ain’t nothing wrong 
with that; I’ll have one for the 
home and one for the ride.

Other new holiday CDs worth 
checking out include:

It’s Christmas, 2017 edition,” 
released in October.

of Christmas,” released in Octo-
ber.

Christmas,” released in October.
It’s beginning to sound a lot 

like Christmas.
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NOTICE
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake Commons 

Parking Lots Will Be Closed
Next Friday, Dec. 8, at 6:45pm

No Entrance/Exit to Main Street Until 
8:00pm for Christmas Parade

 

Open the Season with us!

Cyndy’s Bynn
Specials throughout the store

www.cyndysbynn.com

Where fashion, gifts & fun 
meet at the Rivah!

Store Hours:    Mon. - Sat  10a.m. – 5p.m.

Dr. James McCoig, MD
Now seeing patients in new solo 

practice, Kilmarnock Orthopaedics

 new

Phone: 804-577-4224

Do you remember?
This photo shows the 1935 Kilmarnock High School May court. The Kilmarnock Museum seeks help identifying the young 
ladies in the photo, said president Carroll Lee Ashburn. If you recognize anyone, call 296-0930. “Do you remember?” is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the Decem-

ber 1, 1927, Rappahannock 
Record)

Virginia East 
Coast Utilities

 On Thursday the president, 
vice president and several 
other officials of the Virginia 
East Coast Utilities Corpora-
tion will be at Irvington to 
inspect their new plant which 
is to supply electricity and ice 
to this section.

To entertain them and 
give them an opportunity to 
meet the people of the lower 
Northern Neck the local man-
ager has planned an old time 
oyster roast in which every-
one is invited and welcome.

The company is spending 
several hundred thousand 
dollars here and putting in 
an up-to-the minute light 
plant. It is without doubt the 
biggest development, with 
the exception of the Down-
ing Bridge and our improved 
roads, which has ever been 
undertaken for our com-
munity. While the officials 
of the company naturally 
expect some financial returns 
yet they take a great deal of 
interest in the communities in 
which they have made and are 
making these modern devel-
opments.

The Virginia East Coast 
Utilities Corporation is cer-
tainly doing its part to help 
make this a better place in 

which to live. Everyone is 
invited to their oyster roast 
and celebration Tuesday, 
when the plant will be seen in 
operation making ice and fur-
nishing electricity for Irving-
ton. It seems that it is also up 
to us to do our part  and help 
make this a real celebration.

Let the company officials 
know that we are interested in 
their work for us. Bring your 
appetite with you and don’t 
forget to bring your friends 
also.

Millenbeck
Mrs. Lancaster and sons, 

who have been visiting her 
sister, Mrs. T. G. Foster, 
returned home on Thursday 
last.

Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins of 
Gloucester were the guests 
the past week-end of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. W. East.

Quite a number of the Mil-
lenbeck folks got their winter 
wood sawed up last week. 
Now they are all ready for the 
cold days.

We had a real summer day 
for our Thanksgiving, which 
made the occasion much 
more enjoyable.

Mr. R. Lloyd Ficklin 
shipped quite a number of 
cases of tomatoes from this 
wharf the past week.

Morattico
Mrs. B. W. Thomas and chil-

dren have returned home, after a 

two week’s visit with relatives 
in West Virginia.

Mr. and Mrs. T. G. Hale and 
son, Guy, Jr., left Monday for 
Baltimore. Mr. Hale took the 
train for Washington to seek 
employment.

Mr. F. G. Lankford, Jr., of 
Randolph-Macon and Miss 
Hilda Lankford of Newport 
News spent Thanksgiving 
with their parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. F. G. Lankford.

Mr. Dillard Glenn spent 
the holiday with Miss Sallie 
Gordon Wills of Culpepper.

Mrs. Julian Crabbe spent 
Sunday with her sister, Mrs. 
Pinckard, of Brookvale.

Miss Amelia Lankford, 
teacher at Disputanta, spent 
the holiday with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Lankford.

Miss McClain Thomas and 
friend of Washington, D. C., 
spent the week-end in her 
parental home here.

Mr. Lewis East, of Wash-
ington spent Thanksgiving 
with his mother, Mrs. L. L. 
East.

We are sorry to note that 
Mrs. George T. Johnson has 
been quite sick the past week. 
We hope for her a speedy 
recovery.

Dr. Haywood of Baltimore 
was a dinner-guest in the 
home of Dr. F. W. Lewis on 
Sunday evening.

Mr. Ralph Chilton of Ohio 
spent Friday with his aunt, 
Mrs. S. C. Curlett.

The ladies and gentlemen 
of Norwood Baptist Church 
met Friday and cleaned the 
church and grounds.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The proposed tax bill provides $1.5 trillion 
in tax cuts; $1.3 trillion goes to corporations 
and the extremely wealthy. The elimination of 
the estate tax will benefit the wealthiest 5,500 
people in the entire U.S.—less than the top 
1%.

The bill maintains carried interest tax pref-
erence provisions for private equity, venture 
capitalist and real estate investors—think 
Trump. It lowers the tax rate for certain closely 
held businesses which pass through income as 
ordinary income not corporate income—think 
500 Trump businesses—thereby eliminating 
$448 billion in taxes over 10 years.

The rest of us get saddled with $1.4 to $1.5 
trillion in additional debt. This debt will trig-
ger immediate cuts in education, Medicare and 
Medicaid, and changes to Social Security.

We, the-not-extremely-wealthy people, will 

lose deductions for large medical expenses, 
services for special needs children, home 
mortgage interest, student loan interest, job 
moving expenses, casualty loss deductions, 
school supplies and state and local taxes.

Is it in the best interest of the U.S. to undercut 
the economic survival of so many in order to 
give a tax cut to the extremely wealthy? Have 
our elected representatives no moral obligation 
to support the welfare and education of Ameri-
can citizens over a payback to donors?

“Woe to those who make unjust laws, to 
those who issue oppressive decrees, to deprive 
the poor of their rights and withhold justice 
from the oppressed of my people, making 
widows their prey and robbing the fatherless.” 
Isaiah 10:1-2.

Laurie Morissette,
Heathsville 

I am writing about the planned unit develop-
ment (PUD) proposal in Irvington and the nega-
tive effects I believe it will have on the town, 
short term and long term.

Like many people in Irvington, I am con-
founded as to why this is even happening. Why 
is a small, bucolic village with a population of 
415 proposing a plan that is better suited to a 
town the size of Williamsburg, or a big-city 
suburb? Who benefits?

I participated throughout in the long-term 
planning process that led to this proposal and 
watched as our fellow citizens shook their heads 
while a consultant, with no skin in the game, 
theorized about how wonderful it would be to 
attract young people. And, it would be nice, but 
not necessary and not at the cost of drastically 
altering the small-town atmosphere we all love 
that distinguishes us from ticky-tacky commuter 

belt towns. If an outside consultant told us that 
the trend is toward high-rise living, would we 
then promote 10-story buildings in Irvington? 

The simple fact is that the people who live in 
Irvington, like so many other towns in the North-
ern Neck, chose to live here because they like 
and admire its small-town atmosphere. That’s 
what they wanted and that’s what they pur-
chased. Now they are being shown a vision of 
the future for their town that could resemble a 
nest of townhouses and parking lots that young 
marrieds sleep in between the workdays of their 
busy careers.

There are many things that Irvington 
needs. And I support many of the things that are 
in the comprehensive plan. Big developments 
and big government are not among them.

Dermot McNulty,
Irvington

Lancaster Democrats
to hold Christmas party,
biennial reorganization

The Lancaster County Democratic Committee (LCDC) 
will hold its annual Christmas party and biennial reorgani-
zation caucus, beginning at 5 p.m. Thursday, December 7, 
at Los Patrones Restaurant, 652 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

The Christmas party will feature committee-provided 
appetizers from Los Patrones and lively political banter 
among members, reported chairman Nick Magnani.

“The early-season holiday party will celebrate a magnifi-
cent election cycle and initiate brainstorming for 2018,” 
said Magnani. “Party-goers are encouraged to continue 
their celebration while LCDC members adjourn for the 
caucus.”

In accordance with LCDC bylaws, members in good 
standing will adjourn and hold a biennial reorganization 
meeting, or caucus, beginning at 7 p.m., at Los Patrones 
Restaurant. Following the reorganization, new LCDC offi-
cers will be elected to serve two year terms, 2018-2019. 

The LCDC Christmas Party is open to all.

YOUR LETTERS
Proposed tax bill to benefit extremely rich

Irvington is not a PUD town

Call today to receive  
your paper and/or  

online subscription!
RRecord.com 
804-435-1701
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BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU

 Our employees above have over 100 years of combined banking experience: John Muller, Michele Hutton, Robin Jett, Andrea Banks, Holley Ott, Wanda Lewter

sonabank.com | 888-464-BANK (2265)

BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU

For over 100 years we’ve been helping our neighbors in Kilmarnock 

follow their dreams and reach their financial goals. And in that time, 

we’ve become known as a leader in community banking, and a big 

supporter of our community.

And though our name has changed, and you might notice we look 

a little different on the outside, the same friendly faces you’ve 

come to know and trust every day, are still on the inside. 

Because at Sonabank, we will always be BIG BELIEVERS 

in Kilmarnock and BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU.


