
Wednesday, November 22, 2017

 The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

www.rrecord.com75¢   Volume 101 No. 8

6 56525 10491 6

Business ............... C7-8
Calendar ...................B2

Churches ..............B6-8
Classified .............D1-6

Directory ................D7
Notices ....................D6

Obituaries ................B7
Opinion ................A6-7

Police ........................ A4
Schools ................ C4-6

Sports .................. C1-3
Upcoming ....................B1-5

IRVINGTON—The residents of 
Irvington spoke loud and clear last 
Tuesday night in opposition to a pro-
posed planned unit development (PUD) 
ordinance.

Many left the Irvington Baptist 
Church meeting site asking, “Is the 
town’s planning commission listen-
ing?”

As the hearing progressed, Irvington 
resident Catherine Crabill asked, “Can 
I see a show of hands, who is against 
this?” A sea of hands waved across the 
fellowship hall where there was a stand-
ing-room-only crowd of about 125 for a 
public meeting on the proposal. 

When Crabill asked who was in 
favor, one person, Jay Hugo, whose 
company owns Vineyard Meadows, 
raised his hand. 

The PUD would allow for much 
greater density on three undeveloped 
properties in Irvington with over 20 
acres. Irvington Vineyard is a 70-acre 
property, Irvington Farms is a 35-acre 
property and the McGinnes Property 
has 36 acres. 

According to Irvington planning 
commission chairman Bill Young, the 

town’s comprehensive plan, which 
dated back to 2007 before it was updated 
this year, reflects a 12% decrease in the 
town’s population from 2000 to 2014. 
Believing that older citizens are inter-
ested in downsizing, both in residence 
and yard size, and younger families are 
looking for more community amenities, 
the commission recommended a PUD. 

“PUD ordinances were developed as 
a tool to encourage mixed use, smarter 
design and walkability,” said Craig 
Wilson of Community Planning Part-
ners Inc. during his presentation at the 
meeting. 

Simplified, the proposed PUD in 
Irvington will allow for development 
of 20 townhouses or five single homes 
per acre on properties presently zoned 
R-2 with 20 acres or more. Currently, 
Irvington’s R-2 zoning allows one 
house per two-acre lot. So, a single 
20-acre property could have as many 
as 240 townhouses or 60 single-fam-
ily homes. Some 30% of the property 
should be designated for green space.

David Cheek was one of three former 
town mayors to speak against the ordi-
nance. He is also a co-trustee of one of 
the three qualifying properties. 

“Apparently nobody paid attention 

to the surveys,” said Cheek. “73% [of 
those responding] did not want town-
houses or duplexes.”

Cheek said PUDs are good zoning 
and growth tools for areas like Fred-
ericksburg and Northern Virginia, but 
“we’re not an urban village. Let’s keep 
our rural roots.”

“As a co-trustee of the McGinnes 
property, you will never see a PUD on 
our property,” said Cheek.

He was one of about 35 speakers, 
some who commented more than once, 
in opposition.

Alex Fleet, who served as mayor for 
14 years and estimated his family has 
been in Irvington for about 100 years, 
said he was “appalled, almost to the 
point of sickness, that this town has 
come to this sort of thing.” 

Fleet added that allowing 100 houses 
on a property would change the whole 
character of “our sleepy little town.”

Former town councilman and Lan-
caster County supervisor-elect Robert 
Westbrook urged the commission to 
“treat this plan like the monster it is, 
drive a stake in its heart, kill it, bury it 
and don’t ever let it be dug up again.”

The Rappahannock Record will publish letters to Santa in the 
Thursday, December 21, Christmas Greetings special section.

Deliver letters to the Record office by 5 p.m. Friday, December 
8. If letters are written as a class project, teachers are urged to 
submit them by Friday, December 1.

Letters should be written with a dark pencil or ink and include 
the child’s first and last name, age and hometown. Parents, teachers 
and others are asked to make certain the letters are legible. Class 
submissions should be identified by school and grade. The letters 
should be short and concise so Santa can read them quickly.

Email letters to editor@rapprecord.com, send to Rappahannock 
Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, or deliver them to 
the Record office at 27 North Main Street. There is a delivery slot 
in the front door for after-hours submissions.

Lancaster’s got taste
Friends gathered between tastings at the fifth annual Taste by the Bay: Wine, Food, Arts and Ale event Saturday 
at The Tides Inn. The Lancaster by the Bay Chamber event attracted over 1,000 guests. “It was a fabulous event,” 
said Chamber executive director Anne Paparella. She thanked the Tides Inn for being so accommodating; the 
awesome volunteers, Chamber members and vendors who work the event as well as the community for its 
continuing support. More coverage appears on page C8. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Santa letters are due Dec. 8

Irvington Planning Commission chairman Bill Young addresses over 120 residents at a public hearing regarding a 
controversial planned unit development (PUD) ordinance. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Irvington citizens reject PUD
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

LANCASTER—Northern Neck 
Electric Cooperative (NNEC) presi-
dent and chief executive officer Greg 
White reported to Lancaster super-
visors last Thursday that a proposed 
increase in service rates is expected 
to take effect in 2018. 

NNEC has filed an application 
with the State Corporation Commis-
sion (SCC) for a 5.47% increase in 
its base rates, which will generate 
an additional $1,821,759 in revenue, 
said White.

As proposed, the typical residential 
member using 1,000 kilowatt-hours 
(kWh) per month will see an increase 
of approximately $8.05 per month 
under the proposed new rate structure. 
The average monthly bill for a member 
using 1,000 kWh will be $137.15 
under the proposed rates, he said. 

He indicated that growth and rev-
enue has remained relatively flat, but 
the cost of maintaining and upgrad-
ing NNEC’s system has continued to 
increase. This is why it is necessary 
to increase the rates, he said. NNEC’s 
last general increase was in 2008.

NNEC serves approximately 19,000 
people across the Northern Neck, 
Stafford, King George, Westmoreland, 
Richmond, Northumberland and Lan-
caster counties. 

“2,200 of those are in Lancaster,” 
he said. 

No action was required regarding 
the proposed NNEC increase. 
Reassessment 

County administrator Frank Pleva 
said the county is due for a real 
property reassessment. The county 
sent out a request for proposals and 
received responses from Pearson 
Appraisal in Richmond, Blue Ridge 
Appraisal Co. LLC in Staunton, and 
Wampler-Eanes Appraisal Group 
Ltd. of Daleville. 

Electric cooperative
explains rate increase;
reassessor selected

by Madison White Franks

Thanksgiving break
The Rappahannock Record office 

will be closed on Thursday and 
Friday, November 23 and 24,  so that 
employees may enjoy the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday with family and friends. 

Regular news, editorial, advertis-
ing, production and business sched-
ules will resume on Monday, Novem-
ber 27. 

Deadlines are 5 p.m. Mondays 
for display advertisements and noon 
on Tuesdays for news and classified 
advertisements.

A committee assigned the task 
of reviewing the proposals recom-
mended supervisors award the con-
tract to Wampler-Eanes, said Pleva. 
As proposed, the contract price is 
$13.95 per parcel with a total price 
not to exceed $212,000. 

Committee members are District 4 
supervisor Bill Lee, assistant county 
administrator/director of planning 
and land use Don Gill, Commissioner 
of Revenue Marlon Savoy, and former 
Commissioner of Revenue Sonny 
Thomas.

“The reassessment will be con-
ducted in 2018 with the new real 
property values to become effective 
on January 1, 2019,” said Pleva. 

District 5 supervisor Wally Beau-
champ moved to award the contract 
and the motion passed with support 
from District 1 supervisor Butch Jen-
kins Jr., District 2 supervisor Ernest 
Palin, District 3 supervisor Jason Bel-
lows and Lee. 

The board also approved a special 
exception permit allowing Bradley 
and Jenifer Walker to expand/enlarge 
an existing structure by adding a six 
foot taller second story at 1082 Ocran 
Road, White Stone. 

Bellows moved to approve and the 
motion passed unanimously, 5-0.

PUD OPPOSED, continued on page A2



InsideNews   November 22, 2017
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

❑ New  

❑ Renewal

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed    

❑ Bill me      ❑ Charge to

❑ $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Mathews 
and Middlesex counties:

❑ $27.00 newspaper only

❑ $39.00 paper & e-Edition

For papers mailed to other areas:
❑ $37.00 newspaper only  

❑ $49.00 paper & e-Edition 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

❑ $25.00  newspaper only    

❑ $34.00 paper & e-Edition 

e-Edition only:

Order your subscription online at 
www.rrecord.com/mail-delivery, or use this form:

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Local news you won’t find anywhere else.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

USPS (455-600)

Rappahann

Rec

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22,  Audrey@RappRecord.com
Madison White Franks

extension 28, Madison@RappRecord.com
Doreen Hamblet

extension 24, Doreen@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Jessica Michels-Mancini

extension 15, Jessica@RappRecord.com

Classified Ads
Classifieds@RappRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701
or click “Classifieds” at www.RRecord.com

Production:
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

Hunter Banks
extension 17, Hunter@RappRecord.com

Stephanie Feria
extension 26, Stephanie@RappRecord.com

Gloria Bosher 
extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff,  Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com

Susan Robertson, 
Classifieds  Accounts Manager

extension 12 
SusanRobertson@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Michelle Smith, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Michelle@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $37 per year elsewhere. Single 
copy: $.75. Visit website for E-edition.

Rappahannock 

Record

USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Susan Simmons & Kate Oliver,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 
22482 and additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and 
then the employee’s extension when 
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

RAL Art Center, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309
RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA and RCCF

Holiday Shop

Nov 15 - Dec 30, Mon - Sat, 10 - 4
Reception December 1, 5 - 7 pm

Crafts

Ceramics

Sculpture
Artwork

Jewelry

Cards

Ian Ormesher, who lives at 
Pony Pasture, said the PUD  
“is very much about developer 
profit.” 

Crabill questioned the ethical 
aspect of having Gary Hooper on 
the commission, since Hooper 
serves as the listing agent on one 
of the three properties in ques-
tion. 

Young assured residents the 
commission had consulted with 
a lawyer about Hooper’s possible 
conflict of interest and he is well 
within his right to serve on the 
commission but could abstain 
from a vote on the ordinance. 

Two other speakers ques-
tioned Hooper’s involvement 
and how he would benefit from 
having the PUD approved. 

At a special called meeting on 
Friday, town council accepted 
Hooper’s resignation and imme-
diately began advertising for a 
resident to fill the vacant seat on 
the planning commission. 

Frank Graham, who lives in 
Vineyard Grove, said he once 
lived in a PUD in another county 
and the developer did not have 
the money to complete the proj-
ect as planned and proposed. He 
asked what would prevent that 
from happening here. Wilson 
said there are no guarantees but 

developers would have to spend 
a considerable amount of money 
up front on plans and permits. 

Snowy George wanted to 
know, “What’s wrong with the 
way we’re doing it now? Why 
are we here?” and received a 
round of applause. 

The planning commission 
will hold a workshop to review 
the proposed PUD ordinance at 
4:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 
28, at Irvington Baptist Church, 
53 King Carter Drive, Irvington, 
and will review and consider 
modifications to the ordinance at 
6:30 p.m. December 5 at Irving-
ton Baptist Church.

The Irvington Town Council 
has scheduled a public hearing 
on the proposal at 6:30 p.m. 
December 14 at Irvington Bap-
tist Church. 

The proposed PUD ordinance 
can be viewed on the town’s web-
site, townofirvingtonva.com.   

Mayor Rannie Ransone was 
the final audience speaker at the 
two-hour meeting, saying, “I 
hope my councilmen are open-
ing their ears....We have a small 
town here and a quaint town.” 

Ransone agreed that some 
changes are needed but some 
of the ones recommended are 
“drastic.”

HEATHSVILLE—A com-
munity forum was held Novem-
ber 15 at the Northumberland 
Public Library to brainstorm and 
facilitate dialogue on how best 
to use a new mini-grant to foster 
tourism and education regarding 
historic Heathsville. 

The Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission (NNPDC) 
recently received a grant from 
the Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community Devel-
opment for “Building Collab-
orative Communities,” reported 
Northumberland County Eco-
nomic Development Commis-
sion executive director Theresa 
Lambert. 

The focus of the Northern 
Neck project, “Virginia Coastal 
Community Resiliency,” is to 
encourage more collaboration 
among community and busi-
ness stakeholders and to develop 
a tool kit that can be replicated 
throughout the Chesapeake Bay 
region. 

Heathsville was selected 
by the NNPDC based on sev-
eral factors. Heathsville and 
Northumberland County, the 
“mother county” of the Northern 
Neck, have a long and rich his-
tory and the capacity to imple-
ment a new project. 

“English settlement began 
here some 375 years ago, only 
about three dozen years after the 
founding of Jamestown,” said 
Lambert. 

She said the first courthouse 
in Heathsville was built in 1681, 
almost two decades before the 
capital of Virginia was moved 
from Jamestown to Williams-
burg. 

“Today, it continues to be the 
county seat with many build-
ings, homes and cemeteries on 
the National Registry of Historic 
Places,” she said. 

Heathsville has developed 
support around Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern through it’s 
regular events, numerous guilds, 
educational classes, Heritage 
Artisan’s Center, Tavern Café 
and the Northern Neck Arti-
san’s Trail. It is also the home of 
the Northumberland Historical 
Society that owns the old jail. 

During the last year, a new 
organization, Historic Heaths-
ville Inc., was launched by the 
Historical Society, Tavern Foun-
dation, Northumberland Library 
and the Northumberland County 
Economic Development Com-
mission with the aim of advanc-
ing education and tourism in the 
village. This is why the NNPDC 
recognized the potential ben-
efit in drawing attention to this 
historical village through small 
scale revitalization, maps, sig-
nage and events, said Lambert. 

Heathsville is the first com-
munity to convene a commu-
nity forum to discuss options 
for a project to launch the effort 
for which it could receive up to 
$3,500 in matching grant funds 
for implementation. 

Over 30 stakeholders par-
ticipated in the forum, including 
owners of historic buildings and 
homes, shops and stores, arti-
sans, faith communities, local 
government and businesses that 
offer accommodations, meals, 
and various types of recreation, 
she said. 

The forum was facilitated by 

Lisa Hull who heads economic 
development and tourism at the 
NNPDC. 

The stakeholders reached a 
general consensus that the first 
step needs to be the develop-
ment of a walking tour of His-
toric Heathsville with a map that 
is available in print and digital 
forms, said Lambert. 

“Improved signage at the 
entrances to Heathsville and 
at the village center by the old 
courthouse were seen as criti-
cal, as was the establishment of 
a website that can link visitors to 
suggested itineraries and the full 
range of community resources 
for an overnight or weekend 
stay,” said Lambert. “Once 
these fundamental elements are 
in place, the stakeholders had 
many suggestions for enhancing 
tourism for Heathsville, includ-
ing beautification of Heathsville 
with a thematic approach, attrac-
tive street lights and landscap-
ing, expanded lodging options, 
full time year-round restaurants, 
an ice cream shop and a park and 
playground.” 

There was discussion about 
tying Heathsville in with other 
national and state trails as well as 
conducting historical re-enact-
ments and theme-based events 
related to the area’s history. 

The next meeting for the 
Heathsville stakeholders will be 
in January 2018. It will be a joint 
meeting of all communities par-
ticipating in the NNPDC grant 
initiative, along with representa-
tives from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Housing and Commu-
nity Development, to discuss 
strategies for collaboration.

The Rappahannock Record will publish photos of holiday 
heirlooms in the Thursday, December 21, Christmas Greetings 
special section.

Deliver photos to the Record office by 5 p.m. Friday, December 
8. The photos should be submitted by email with a brief descrip-
tion of the heirloom, name, hometown and contact information 
(not for publication). Feel free to reminisce.

Email photos to editor@rapprecord.com, send to Rappahan-
nock Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, or deliver 
them to the Record office at 27 North Main Street. There is a 
delivery slot in the front door for after-hours submissions.

Northern Neck Planning District Commission economic development coordinator Lisa Hull 
leads a discussion on tourism initiatives for historic Heathsville.

Community forum to advance tourism 
in Heathsville attracts strong support

■ Band raffle
The Lancaster Band Boost-

ers is conducting a raffle to 
raise funds to help send the 
LHS Red Devils Marching 
Band to the 2017 Taxslayer 
Bowl game December 30 in 
Jacksonville, Fla. The prize is 
a rustic wooden American flag 
handcrafted by Kevin Powell 

■ Blanket drive
The Interfaith Service Coun-

cil recently announced its 
annual blanket drive. Blankets 
in all sizes as well as sheets and 
mattress covers are needed.

Items may be dropped from 
10 a.m. to noon Monday and 
Wednesday, or for pickup, call 
435-6050.

■ Wreath pick-up
Northern Neck CASA will 

have pre-ordered wreaths 
ready for pick up at The Court-
yard at Chesapeake Com-
mons, 463 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock from 4 to 6 p.m. 

PUD opposed
continued from page A1

As children we never questioned why the choir angels, circa. 
1970s, were proportionately so much larger than the church, 
circa. 1955. Robert Mason Jr., Kilmarnock.

Holiday heirloom photos due Dec. 8

NEWS BREAKS
of American Heirloom Wood-
works.

The drawing will be held at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Band’s winter concert at 7 
p.m. December 18 at the LMS 
Theater, 191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. Tickets are $1 
each, or six for $5. To purchase 
concert or raffle tickets, con-
tact Donna McGrath at 438-
5803, or dmcgrath64@gmail.
com.

Thursday, November 30, and 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, December 1 and 2. 
CASA extends a thank you to 
all who ordered wreaths. 

Newspapers Bring Learning to Life
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18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  
WHITE STONE—A tempo-

rary vehicle weight limit of 15 
tons has been lifted on Route 
3 at the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge crossing the 
Rappahannock River between 
Lancaster and Middlesex 
counties.

The posted weight limit on 
the bridge has been restored to 
allow vehicles carrying up to 
the legal load limit of 40 tons 
and up to 45 tons with blanket 
permits.

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) low-
ered the vehicle weight limit to 
15 tons on October 25 after an 
annual bridge inspection iden-
tified potential concerns in two 
bridge pins, which help to sup-
port the bridge beams.

“Further analysis and test-
ing by VDOT’s materials divi-
sion and the agency’s Research 
Council identified the cause of 
the unexpected test results,” 
said Annette Adams, P.E., 
VDOT Fredericksburg District 
structure and bridge engineer. 
“Using a combination of addi-
tional ultrasound testing, X-ray 
testing and destructive testing, 
VDOT has determined that the 
pins are in good condition and 
have no flaws or fractures. The 
pins will remain on the bridge.

“We regret the inconve-
nience the lower weight post-
ing caused numerous travelers 
and businesses over the past 
three weeks. However, for the 
safety of motorists, we had 
a responsibility to immedi-
ately lower the weight posting 
and reduce the vehicular load 
on the bridge upon the ini-
tial inspection findings,” said 
Adams. 

“We carefully inspect and 
monitor every element of the 
Norris Bridge. Traveler safety 
and long-term durability of the 
structure are our top priorities,” 
she said.

 The two pins under review 
were installed on the bridge in 
2007. The pins meet all mate-
rials specifications but were 
forged from a different class 
of steel than the original bridge 
pins. Agency engineers attri-
bute the unexpected ultrasound 
readings to the difference in 
the material specifications.

Bridge background
 The Norris Bridge was built 

in 1957. It is a two-lane, steel 
truss bridge. It underwent a 
major rehabilitation in 1996.

 An average of 8,208 vehicles 
cross Norris Bridge each day 
on weekdays and an average of 
6,326 vehicles cross the bridge 
each day on weekends, accord-
ing to a 2017 traffic count.

 An ongoing maintenance 
project to paint the three center 
spans of the Norris Bridge will 
be under way through June 
2018. Temporary traffic sig-
nals will continue to control 
one-way, alternating traffic at 
the center spans of the Norris 
Bridge until the project is com-
pleted in June.

Painting the bridge’s center 
spans will protect its structural 
steel elements and prevent 
deterioration and corrosion. 
This project will complete 
a full painting of the Norris 
Bridge spans. Additional spans 
were cleaned and painted 
between 2009-12.

Future maintenance work 
planned for the bridge includes 
a new deck overlay, which 
would be a new surface that 
travelers drive on. A con-
tract for this deck overlay was 
advertised to potential bidders 
on November 7.

Giving Tuesday, the Tuesday after Thanks-
giving, is a global movement of giving and 

volunteering. It’s known as the “opening day 
of the giving season” when charities, compa-
nies and individuals join together and rally for 
favorite causes.

This Giving Tuesday, November 28, the Animal 
Welfare League of the Northern Neck is kicking 
off a fundraising campaign, “Buster’s Legacy 
Fund.” The campaign hopes to raise $10,000 to 
help provide Community Cats with sterilization, 
medical testing, medication and surgery for spe-
cial needs, reported Suzanne Fisher Mattingly. 
The campaign will continue through the holiday 
season and end December 31.

A Community Cat is defined as an unowned 
cat living outdoors. Feral or friendly, born in 
the wild, lost, or abandoned, these felines live in our community neighborhoods, shopping cen-
ters, commercial properties, near dumpsters—anywhere they can find shelter and food. 

Many people have chosen to deal with these animals compassionately though the practice 
of Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR), an effective method for managing and reducing the number of 
unowned cats living outdoors. Cats, who typically live together in a colony, are trapped, tested 
for feline AIDS and leukemia, spayed or neutered, vaccinated for distemper and rabies, and ear 
tipped (to identify them as sterilized).

Socialized cats can be adopted. The others are returned back to their original territory where 
they can live out their lives naturally and the colony contracts over time, said Mattingly.

Buster’s Legacy Fund for Community Cats is so named as a tribute to AWL’s beloved shop cat 
who died in 2015. Buster began life as a Community Cat. AWL volunteers started feeding him 
at their old shop location in 2002. He decided being an indoor cat was a pretty good life and 
accepted the position of official greeter and mascot. In 2011, he agreed to move to the shop on 
Main Street and was promoted to manager. 

Through the years, Buster developed legions of fans and graced many lives. He was lucky to live 
a long life and be able to do that. Nine out of 10 cats will never have an owner or a “forever” home. 
But they can receive loving, compassionate care through the fund that bears Buster’s name. 

To contribute Buster’s Legacy Fund, visit animalwelfareleagueofthenorthernneck.org. 
A few months ago the cement dog, Pearl, that sits in front of the AWL Thrift Shop, 75 South 

Main Street, Kilmarnock, was vandalized and its nose smashed entirely from its face. 
“At Thanksgiving time we want to offer thanks from all the volunteers at AWL to Robert Beene 

for his skill in repairing Pearl’s nose and face,” said president Judy Harvel. “We are very thankful 
for all his time spent to do this.”

AWL to launch ‘Buster’s Legacy Fund’

A fundraising campaign is named for Buster.

Temporary 
weight limit 
is lifted at 
Norris Bridge
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We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER
Accept Quality Consignments

And Buy Antiques

Beyond Guardian Air
The only air purifier on 
the market that uses an 
exclusive combination of  
technologies, including 
ion generation, a 
sealed better-than-
HEPA filter and our 
proprietary ActivePure 
Technology, which is 
university tested and 
proven effective against 
bacteria, viruses, mold 
and fungi in the air and 
on surfaces.

The Ultimate Solution for a 
Healthy Environment

Save 30% on  
Beyond Guardian Air & 

Platinum Vacuum through 
December 30, 2017

(must mention this ad)

WE ALSO HAVE
Dehumidifiers

Laundry Pros

Heaters

Vacuums
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 Cordless Vacs
 Central Vacs

Bags

Parts & Supplies

We repair all makes
 and models

814 Rappahannock Drive 
White Stone, VA
804-435-2266

Purifies up to 2,000 sq ft

Northumberland County Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons this week reported charges against five individuals.
Felony

Aaron Paul LaRochelle, 24, of Heathsville was charged 
November 7 with threatening someone in writing.

Tiffany Nicole Thompson, 34, of Dunnsville was charged 
November 17 with three counts of obtaining money by false pre-
tenses. She also was charged with four counts of identity theft 
with intent to defraud.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 58, was charged November 13 with being 
drunk in public.

A Heathsville man, 43, was charged November 18 with driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol, consuming an alcohol bever-
age while driving and improper headlight.

A Reedville man, 38, was charged November 19 with a capias/
attachment of the body for failing to appear in the Northumber-
land County Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court.
EMS calls

For the week of November 12-18, the Kilmarnock-Lancaster 
Volunteer Rescue Squad, Lancaster County Emergency Services 
and Upper Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad responded to a 
total of 30 calls for service. These calls consisted of 17 medical 
emergencies, seven injuries, and six other calls for service.

H E AT H S V I L L E — N o r-
thumberland County officials 
are considering a proposal to 
gradually increase the fee for 
sewer services provided by the 
Reedville and Callao sanitary 
districts.

County administrator Luttrell 
Tadlock indicated there have 
been problems with delinquent 
bills totaling approximately 
$50,000 to $60,000.

The county has sent letters to 
collect delinquent balances. The 
sanitary district has the author-
ity to terminate service; how-
ever, the county has been trying 
to work with individuals by set-
ting up payment plans first, said 
Tadlock. 

Tadlock cited other factors 
that also have affected annual 
operations to the point that 
“the average revenue for the 
sanitary district is approxi-
mately $200,000 below what is 
needed,” he said. 

He said sewer upgrade 
requirements by the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality, 
increased costs of equipment, 
and maintenance costs are 
among the reasons why actual 

revenues are below projected 
income.

 “Something has to be done. 
It’s not fair to other taxpayers 
who maintain their own systems 
to have to subsidize others,” said 
District 4 supervisor Tommy 
Tomlin, regarding the deliquent 
accounts. 

District 2 supervisor Rich-
ard Haynie asked Tadlock how 
much the current rate would 
have to increase to break even.

The rate would have to go up 
approximately $21 in a gradual 
increase, responded Tadlock. 

“Proposed increases to resi-
dential user charges are approx-
imately $10 each year over the 
next two years, however the 
exact increase in each location 
will vary. Proposed commercial 
rates would be increased pro-
portionally to that of the resi-
dential rates,” he said.

The current residential rate in 
Reedville is $37 and in Callao, 
$32; the current small commer-
cial rate in Reedville is $42, and 
in Callao, $32; the current large 
commercial rate in Reedville is 
$72.35, and in Callao, $64. 

Tadlock said the Callao rates 
have not increased since 2006, 
when that system was installed, 

VIRGINIA BEACH—AAA 
Tidewater projects over 1.4  
million Virginians will jour-
ney 50 miles or more from 
home this Thanksgiving, a 
3.2% increase over last year. 
In fact, 2017 will see the high-
est Thanksgiving travel volume 
since 2007.

“This Thanksgiving week-
end more Virginians will travel 
to spend time with friends and 
family this year,” said Geor-
jeane Blumling, vice presi-
dent of public affairs for AAA 
Tidewater Virginia. “A strong 
economy and labor market are 
generating rising incomes and 
higher consumer confidence, 
fueling a strong year for the 
travel industry, which will con-
tinue into the holiday season.”

The Thanksgiving holi-
day travel period is defined as 
Wednesday, November 22, to 
Sunday, November 26.
Forecast highlights

travelers are planning a Thanks-
giving road trip, an increase of 
3.2% over last year.

growth in holiday travel will be 
air travel with a 4.5% increase 
expected.

trains and other modes (including 
buses and cruises) are expected to 
increase slightly by 0.5%.

the highest gas prices over the 
Thanksgiving holiday since 2014.

Travelers will hit the road 
despite higher gas prices. 
While AAA expects most U.S. 
drivers to pay more for gas 
this Thanksgiving, the highest 
prices since 2014, the major-
ity of holiday travelers are still 
planning to hit the road to visit 
family and friends.

Based on historical and 
recent travel trends for the holi-
day week, AAA expects drivers 

An item in the November 16 
Record erroneously referred to 
American Legion Adams Post 
86 as Post 82. 

On December 9, Post 86 will 
host accredited service officer 
Rita Chandler of the American 
Legion Department of Vir-
ginia. Chandler will be avail-
able from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to 
meet individually or privately 
with veterans at the Post 86 
Home, 882 Waverly Avenue, 
Kilmarnock.

Usage fees may gradually increase 
for county’s sanitary district clients

by Madison White Franks and Reedville rates were last 
adopted in 2013. 

The rate should at least 
reflect the cost of inflation, said 
Tomlin. 

District 3 supervisor Jim 
Long called for a public hear-
ing regarding the increase in 
rates at the December 14 meet-
ing and Tomlin seconded the 
motion. District 1 supervisor 
Joseph Self, Haynie and Dis-

trict 5 supervisor Ronnie Jett 
supported the motion. 

A public hearing will be 
advertised for the December 14 
meeting and if the proposal is 
approved, rates would increase 
beginning in January or Febru-
ary, said Tadlock. 

The county also is working to 
combine the two sanitary dis-
tricts to become the Northum-
berland Sanitary District. 

Holiday travel expected to
increase this Thanksgiving

From left, Don Stone and Andrew Stone on Sunday rescued a 
duck hunter and his dog from 47 degree waters of Ingram Bay.

SPSR members rescue
duck hunter and his dog

A Smith Point Sea Rescue crew aboard Rescue 1 aided in the 
search and recovered the duck hunter’s boat. Crew members 
included Capt. Jim Rankin, Senior Capt. Buddy Sylvia, Jim 
Dise, Quentin Haynie, Chris Metcalf and Bill Turville.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

to experience the greatest con-
gestion during the late after-

p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday 
of Thanksgiving week—as 
daily commuters mix with hol-
iday travelers heading out. 

The best time to travel tends 
to be mid-day between morn-
ing and evening commuter 
drive times.

AAA Tidewater expects to 
rescue more than 2,500 motor-
ists this Thanksgiving week-
end, with the primary reasons 
being lockouts, flat tires and 
battery-related issues. AAA 
recommends motorists have 
their vehicles inspected by a 
trusted repair shop. 

Before setting out for the 
long Thanksgiving week-
end, download the free AAA 
Mobile app for iPhone, iPad 
and Android. Travelers can use 
the app to map a route, find the 
lowest gas prices, access exclu-
sive member discounts, make 
travel arrangements, request 
AAA roadside assistance, find 
AAA Approved Auto Repair 
facilities and more. Visit AAA.
com/mobile. 

 Since its founding AAA 
Tidewater Virginia has been 
a leader and advocate for the 
safety and security of all trav-
elers. Visit AAA.com.

Correction

Professional Window Tinting

804-815-0962
Maura Dovel

Print & Online 
Subscriptions

435-1701 RRecord.com

REEDVILLE—At approxi-

19, Smith Point Sea Rescue 
(SPSR) was dispatched to 
Ingram Bay to assist a duck 
hunter in trouble.

The original 911 call for 
“man in the water” came from 
Sam Ingram, a  resident of the 
Towles Creek area, to the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff ’s 
Office (NCSO), reported 
SPSR secretary Bill Turville, 
who was among the crew 
aboard Rescue 1. 

The dispatcher called SPSR 
Senior Capt. Buddy Sylvia 
to request assistance. Sylvia 
then called the SPSR duty 
crew to respond with Rescue 
1, a 42-foot Provincial, said 
Turville.

Recognizing that time was 
most critical with a man in 
47 degree water and hypo-
thermia a very real possibil-
ity that could lead to uncon-
sciousness and death from 
drowning, Sylvia called 
SPSR member Don Stone 
who lives on Towles Creek to 
take his private boat and “go 
find the man in the water,” 
while Rescue I was heading 
to Ingram Bay, he said.

Stone and his son, Andrew 
Stone, launched their boat, a 
21-foot Bowrider and went to 
the area of #3 Green marker 
in Ingram Bay to start a 
search, continued Turville. 
Initially they did not find 
the man but did find the 
dog, which was wearing a 
life vest and swimming. It 
was hard to see as darkness 
was setting in, but the man 
was then sighted clinging to 
the marker.

The Stones recovered the 
man, Robert Arthur, a New 
Jersey hunter staying on Bogey 
Neck Road in the Wicomico 

Church area, said Turville. 
He was was cold, very disori-
ented, and not wearing a life 
vest. The Stones took Arthur 
to Ingram Bay Marina where 
the Northumberland County 
Rescue Squad (NCRS) was 
waiting. NCRS member Phil 
White administered first aid 
and drove Arthur to Bon Sec-
ours Rappahannock General 
Hospital in Kilmarnock where 
he was treated for hypother-
mia and later released.

Meanwhile, Rescue 1 
arrived at the rescue scene and 
commenced a search for the 
sunken duck boat to remove 
the hazard from the water-
way, said Turville. The crew 
sighted the fully submerged 
boat because Arthur’s teth-
ered duck decoys were float-
ing in a very localized area.

The crew towed the boat 
to Ingram Bay Marina where 
assistance was provided to 
right the boat, drain it and get 
it on a trailer and off the ramp, 
he said. The 16-foot alumi-
num duck boat suffered little 
damage, but Arthur’s shotgun 
was lost.

SPSP, working with the 
NCSO and NCRS, are prac-
ticed at these tasks and 
they stand ready to assist 
when needed, he said. This 
was a life threatening situation 
and required rapid response 
to save Arthur and his dog. 
With approaching darkness, 
very cold water and a strong 
wind and waves, a different 
outcome could have resulted.

Thanks to an observant 
local bayfront resident, the 
NCSO, the NCRS and SPSR, 
two lives were saved and 
the boat was recovered and 
returned to its owner, said 
Turville. Well done to all, and 
happy Thanksgiving.
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©2017 Chesapeake Bank. Member FDIC. *Offer limited to one new checking account per household. Offer available to checking accounts opened between 9/7/2017 and 12/15/2017 and may be discontinued at any time. 

$100 will be paid to a Northern Neck area based 501c3 nonprofit organization. *Donations will be made to chosen nonprofits at the conclusion of the promotion. Account needs to be open and in good standing (not 

overdrawn) at the time of the donation, otherwise donation will not take place. The minimum balance to open a myChecking account is $100. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for myChecking 2 is 0.15% for balances 

$2,000 and above; for myChecking 3 0.20% for balances $10,000 to $24,999, 0.30% APY for balances $25,000 to $49,999 and 0.35% APY for balances $50,000 and above. These APYs are accurate as of 8/10/2017. 

APYs are variable and subject to change after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Non-US residents and individuals under 18 years of age are not eligible. This program may be modified or cancelled at 

any time without notice to either party. Member FDIC.

MIGRATE HERE,

SOAR.

and we’ll help your 
favorite nonprofit 

Open a checking account at Chesapeake Bank, and we’ll 
give $100 to your favorite Northern Neck nonprofit.*
At Chesapeake Bank, we’ve been serving the Northern Neck since 1900 – so we know the importance of 

giving back. Right now, we’re proving it with this special offer. Here’s how it works. 

1 Stop by any Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch.

2 Open a new checking account. 

3 We’ll give $100 to the nonprofit of your choice. 

It’s that simple. Because at Chesapeake Bank, we’ve made it easy to switch. And easy to give. Stop by  

your nearest Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch for additional information, or give us a call.

Irvington Office

98 King Carter Drive

Irvington, Virginia 22480

804-438-5252

Lively Office

2824 White Chapel Road

Lively, Virginia 22507

804-462-5131

Main Office

97 North Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

804-435-1181

Chris Hanley 
Mike Moubray 

Ray Lewis 
Richard Pittman 

Eric Palmer 
Charlie Deale 
Marcus Beale 

At this time of Thanksgiving, we pause to count our blessings.
The freedom of this great country in which we live.

It’s opportunity for achievement.
The  you have shown in us.

For all these things, we are deeply thankful.
Our best wishes wishes for a

Chris Carr 
Drew Smith 
Malcolm Lee 

Matthew Pittman 
Lynda Hartman

Ethan and Catherine Hanley

Serving the Northern Neck and Surrounding Counties since 2005

LANCASTER—Lancaster 
County Circuit Court convened 
on November 17. Judge R. 
Michael McKenney presided 
over the following cases.

Michael A. Bowman of 
Richmond, previously issued 
a capias on felony probation 
violations, failed to appear in 
court. The case was continued 
to January 26.

Linwood M. Neal Jr. of 
Richmond, previously issued 
a capias on felony probation 
violations, failed to appear in 
court. The case was continued 
to January 26.

Deondre Lampkin of Heaths-
ville, charged with felony pro-
bation violation, was set for trial 
on December 15.

Jerel Lamar Newton of White 
Stone was in court for annual 
review of a felony drug convic-
tion and child abuse. The next 
review was set for November 
16, 2018.

Tyrone Michael Waddy of 
Burgess was previously issued 
a capias for probation violation 
on felony offenses. The case 
was continued to January 26.

Dedrick Jermaine Curry 
of Lancaster was in court for 
review of a felony conviction 
for unauthorized use of a vehi-
cle. The case was scheduled for 
review on January 26.

Charges against Tawan 
Martas Rice of Heathsville of 
felony distribution of a con-
trolled substance were nolle 
prosequi.

The trial of Samantha Renee 
Ellis of Warsaw, charged with 
felony distribution of mari-
juana, was continued by Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Jan 
Smith over the objections of the 
defense. Trial was set for Janu-
ary 19.

Judson Nicholas McGuire 
of Irvington entered a plea of 
guilty on charges of felony 
child abuse and misdemeanor 
distribution of marijuana. He 
was sentenced to three years, all 
suspended, 1 year supervised 
probation and $800 in court 
costs. Three additional charges 
of misdemeanor distribution 
of marijuana and felony child 
abuse were nolle prosequi.

Charles G. Abernathy of 
Norfolk withdrew a motion for 
appeal of a misdemeanor DWI 
conviction.

Joshua Evan Luckett of 
Saluda was scheduled for jury 
trial on March 2 on felony 
charges of grand larceny.

Amir Rasoul of Kilmarnock 
did not appear for arraignment 
on felony charges of violating 
a protective order for the third 
time. The case was rescheduled 
for December 8.

The arraignment of Keywon 
Maquee Gaskins of Heathsville 
on felony charges of selling 
schedule I/II drugs and misde-
meanor distribution of sched-
ule VI drugs was continued to 
December 15.

The arraignment of Ana 
Carmen Carillo on a charge 
of possession of schedule I/II 
drugs was continued to Decem-
ber 8.

Damien Tyquan Dandridge 
of Lancaster, charged with mis-
demeanor possession of mari-
juana, was scheduled for trial 
January 5.

The arraignment of Maurice 
Roderick Levere Jr. of Lancaster 
on felony distribution of mari-
juana and child abuse charges 
was continued to December 8 
on a motion by Smith over the 
objection of the defense.

The arraignment of Tikesha 
LaShell Taylor of Lancaster on 
a charge of felony child abuse 
was continued to December 8.

Joshua Ryan Pratz of Lan-
caster, charged with misde-
meanor petit larceny, was set for 
trial on December 8.

Terrance Alonzo Taylor Jr., 
aka Hassan Sinah Bey, of Lan-
caster was set for trial January 
19 on misdemeanor escape 
without violence, disorderly 
conduct and driving on a sus-
pended license.

Maria F. Thompson’s trial on 
multiple charges of felony forg-
ery and uttering was continued 
to January 5.

LANCASTER 
COUNTY 
CIRCUIT 
COURT 

REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

With the coming of Thanksgiving tomor-
row, I have been thinking, as I do each 

year, of my first visit to the site of the first 
Thanksgiving in the English-speaking New 
World. My parents were inveterate history 
students, always taking me to places where 
history had happened. One summer we went 
to visit Berkeley Plantation on the banks of 
the James River in Charles City County. 

After buying our admission tickets we 
waited for the docent to arrive to begin the 
tour. A middle-aged gentleman soon appeared 
and began recounting the history of the plan-
tation with a level of enthusiasm I never had 
experienced on any previous tour, nor have I 
seen since that day.  

He explained in great detail all that he knew 
of the place, from its prehistory to the arrival 
of the English colonists, noting their making 
of the first bourbon whiskey on the site, 
through the ownership of the Harrison family 
and the birth of the Ninth President, William 
Henry Harrison, in an upstairs bedroom. He 

told us about Taps being composed on the 
property during the Civil War by a bugler 
from the Union Army, Oliver W. Norton. 

Most of all, he dwelled on Berkeley being 
the site of the first Thanksgiving in the Eng-
lish-speaking colonies. He explained the rela-
tionship between the native peoples and the 
English settlers and their ability to deal with 
each other on peaceful terms. Most impor-
tantly, he noted that the Berkeley Thanksgiv-
ing of 1619 antedated that of the Pilgrims in 
Massachusetts by one year. At that point his 
passion for the place had caught the interest 

and imagination of everyone on the tour.
Our guide that day was Malcolm Jamieson, 

not merely a volunteer docent, but indeed the 
owner of the plantation. By the end of the 
tour, after identifying himself, he spoke of 
the 20th-century history of Berkeley, from the 
time his father had purchased the property in 
1907 down to that very day. He said at the age 
of 19 he had inherited the plantation after his 
father’s death and that saving it from decay 
and undertaking its restoration had been his 
life’s work.  

Jamieson clearly was a man who arose each 
morning with his mind filled with plans for 
how he could spend the day improving his 
home and how he could share it with others. 
He described the state of rampant decline in 
which he found the mansion when he assumed 
ownership and how he had labored to clean 
and preserve it for future generations. 

He told us that the price of our admission 
tickets went for the upkeep and advancement 
of the on-going work and that when we should 

return we would be able to see the unfolding 
of new plans made possible by visitors’ con-
tributions. He emphasized that Berkeley was 
a private property and that tax monies were 
not being used to support his undertakings.

When our tour ended he stayed with the 
group, eager to answer questions or add addi-
tional information, if any could be added after 
his extensive presentation. I think we were 
the last to say goodbye. Twenty years ago this 
month, shortly before Thanksgiving, when I 
read his obituary, noting that he had died at 88 
in the barn of the plantation, I thought of how 
useful his life had been, both for the preser-
vation of one of America’s most historic sites 
and for the example he set to the thousands of 
tourists who witnessed the fruits of his life-
long project to manifest the dynamism of tra-
dition as they passed his way.

Since that day, Jamieson and Berkeley 
Plantation have been part of my thoughts 
on Thanksgiving each November. Happy 
Thanksgiving!

Most importantly, he noted 
that the Berkeley Thanksgiv-
ing of 1619 antedated that 
of the Pilgrims in Massachu-
setts by one year.

Focal Point

Happy Thanksgiving!

Photo by Denise Cromer

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS
Now what?

 A November 16 letter writer 
is right as rain about every 
single point on his quite com-
prehensive list of guidelines to 
avoid poverty. I gather that his 
message is that no one really 
deserves to have any public or 
private programs to help the 
impoverished since their unfor-
tunate circumstances are their 
own fault.

Okay, fine. So let’s cancel all 
such programs. Send that share 
of tax money from such pro-
grams back to ourselves. No 
more solicitations from United 
Way, or Feed the Hungry.

Does anyone really imagine 
that, now that everyone has this 
list of guidelines, they will all 
start making better decisions? 
Will everyone start teaching 
their children to follow these 
guidelines?  Even if they do 
(unlikely), will they be able to 
go back in time and correct the 
bad decisions they made in the 
past? No.

A whole lot of people will 
still not have the money to 
pay rent or to eat, or to feed 
their unwisely begotten chil-
dren. They will still not have 
the skills to get a job. They will 
still be addicted to drugs. They 
will still not have health insur-
ance.

 So what to do? Shall we 
herd them all out in a field and 
let them die there? The “less 
fortunate” are indeed those of 
us who have not made the best 
choices, for all kinds of rea-
sons often unfathomable to us 
fortunate ones. Does our sense 
of compassion and charity not 
extend that far?

Marie Armstrong,
Reedville

Irvington PUD:
What’s the rush?

The Irvington planning com-
mission shared a PUD/mixed 
use plan with the community 
last week. The resounding 
response opposed the proposal, 
requesting that the commission 
return to the drawing board and 
develop a new recommendation 
based on that night’s extensive 
community input. 

The commissioners were 
asked if they would share their 
revised proposal with the com-
munity before taking their rec-
ommendation to town council. 
The answer was ‘no,’ the com-
munity would have to respond 
directly to council.

This is a problem. Coun-
cil has already developed the 
town’s comprehensive plan 
without regard to the responses 
to the survey asking about the 
kind of place we love to live. 
Why should we have confi-
dence that our input on this pro-
posal will matter?

What’s the rush? Why isn’t 
there time for another open 

hearing, so we can be assured 
that what is being proposed to 
council is something we can 
live with? Because that’s what 
this is about—something we’ll 
all be living with.

If the planning commission’s 
desire is to respect the commu-
nity’s input, why wouldn’t they 
want our input on what they 
propose to council? 

“Procedure” can be as flex-
ible as they want it to be.

Will the proposal they make 
to council actually be a revi-
sion, reflecting the community’s 
wishes? Is our only hope the 
town council? What recourse is 
there if people the community 
trusts to act in their best inter-
est don’t? Well, they don’t get 
re-elected, but a lot of damage 
can be done between elections. 

A packed house gave a raf-
ters-shaking ‘no’ to this pro-
posal. Will we be heard? Will 
we be respected? 

Carol Biscontini,
Irvington

No comparison
Wittman, you are no JFK. 
If you divorce yourself from 

mainstream media, you will 
find some interesting stuff. I 
would urge Rob Wittman to 
turn off FOX news and broaden 
his horizon just a tad since 
he seems so fond of pumping 
money into our military.

From independent sources 
I read two most interesting 
stories a few months back. 
One was about a trip to rural 
Afghanistan by the U.S. ambas-
sador. The villagers took the 
ambassador to a place that had 
a significant impact on that vil-
lage. The elders showed him an 
irrigation canal that changed 
everything for them. It was 
built by JFK’s Peace Corp…in 
the 1960s. 

The other story was about 
a Taliban gentleman who 
came to a school. He had five 
sons and three daughters. He 
wanted his daughters to go 
to that school. It just so hap-
pens I sponsor a child in that 
school. Her name is Sadia and 
for $300/year I pay for her edu-
cation in that school. Just so 
you know, she sent me a thank 
you letter last week and she is 
doing very well in school. 

JFK started USAID to help 
with such things. With little 
research, you can find that we 
could send 1,000,000 Sadias to 
that school for one year for the 
cost of one Massive Ordnance 
Air Blast. 

Which do you think will 
have the greatest impact on the 
future of Afghanistan? 

Ask Rob Wittman that ques-
tion if you can catch him. He 
will be at the next fundraiser 
hosted by another military 
contractor. He needs to repay 
them for the $700,000 they 
gave him.

Lon Crow,
Lottsburg 

YOUR LETTERS
Concern about PUDs 

We are very concerned about the current planned unit development (PUD) proposal coming 
before the Irvington Town Council. 

In a recent survey conducted by council, over 70% of citizens voted against development of 
duplexes and townhouses, which are a major component of the PUD proposal. We feel that the 
planning commission and town council should be responsive to the citizenry’s wishes. 

As in so many areas throughout the state, development moves forward with little consideration 
for the impact of radical population growth on the infrastructure of the surrounding area; in this 
case, the town of Irvington or Lancaster County. With such a large increase in numbers, there will 
be a large increase of students for county schools, of vehicles in Irvington and of water craft on 
Carter Creek and Rappahannock River. With an increase in town population also comes the need 
for additional services, such as police, trash, water and sewer. 

How will these additional services be funded? 
Through the many years we have been a part of Irvington, we have seen a steady population of 

persons who appreciate the quaintness and quietness of this rural area. The rural atmosphere is 
what brings the type of people we have to our village. With three potential sites for a PUD, or if 
only one site is developed, the rural atmosphere is forever changed. 

On November 14, the planning commission held a meeting at which the public could express 
their views regarding the development of PUDs. The overwhelming majority was opposed to this 
development. We urge the public to continue voicing their concerns to the members of the planning 
commission and town council. 

Again, if the original survey showed that over 70% of the citizens of Irvington are opposed to 
this development, why is it still being discussed? 

Julie and Bill Harris, 
Irvington 

No excuse
I am a past EMS coordinator for Rappahannock General Hospital. I am also a retired 

EMT-Intermediate (an Advanced Care Provider) and a Tactical Medic. I am also a taxpaying 
Northumberland resident.

 The answer to the Northumberland EMS service concerns cited in this newspaper are: That 
citizens require the county pay EMS service providers competitively and hire enough profes-
sional staff to get the job done;  immediately consolidate all EMS agencies into one central 
paid service with the proper equipment and facilities; stop relying on three volunteer rescue 
squads spread across the county; open and staff, 24 hours-a-day, sub-stations that are strate-
gically located in a minimum of two county locations north and south.

 There is absolutely no excuse for dropped calls and response times that go beyond 2 min-
utes out-the-door for service providers. There is no excuse for door-to-door, scene-to-hospital 
ground service to be any longer than 30 to 40 minutes except in extenuating circumstances.

This letter is in no way a criticism of volunteers and the valuable service that they have 
provided over the years past. This is a letter about the fact that Northumberland County, as 
is most of the lower Northern Neck, largely comprised of a burgeoning geriatric population 
with all the attendant problems of aging. High on that list are stroke, cardiac and breathing 
problems. These are life-threatening situations that do not come with the luxury of dropped 
calls and long response times especially when all that might be mustered is a Basic Life Sup-
port crew. Being dependent on volunteer rescue squads is an archaic concept and that must 
be changed.

 These calls demand full-time professional Advanced Life Support crews ready to go at a 
moment’s notice 24 hours-a-day and the citizens of Northumberland County should demand 
no less.

Mike Marcon, 
Heathsville

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701

I recently joined Ty Bentli, 
Kelly Ford and Chuck Wicks at 
the Cumulus studios in Nash-
ville for a broadcast of NASH 
America’s Morning Show with 
Ty, Kelly and Chuck.

As a member of an elite 
studio audience, I didn’t get to 
say much, but it’s just as well. 
There are lots of reasons why 
I’m in print journalism and not 
broadcasting. 

Without much effort I have 
mastered the art of mispronun-
ciation, placing “Bobisms” at 
the top of the list when it comes 
to reasons why I’d rather be read 
than heard.

We clapped, laughed and 
shouted when prompted like a 
good studio audience.

However, when the morning  
broadcast concluded, the three 
show hosts commenced to pre-
taping before an audience for 
their upcoming “Friendsgiving” 
show.

Putting his fellow panelists 
on the spot, Ty asked them to 
quickly recall a popular Thanks-
giving holiday song. Christmas 
has its carols; the Fourth of July, 
its patriotic wonders; and Valen-
tine’s Day, love songs. But what 
about Thanksgiving?

His point—a holiday without 
a familiar popular tune is not 
much of a celebration.

Beyond a big meal and a nap, 
some turkey and indigestion, a 
parade and a 5K run, football 
and friends, what else is there? 
No flashy music. No gifts.

I’m not sure if Ty missed 
the point, or was just trying to 
evoke some lively discourse.

Chuck immediately came up 
with an obnoxious jingle and 
Kelly chirped right in: “I’m a 
pilgrim from the South,

I’ll cook you a turkey and 
shove it in your mouth.

Shove it in your mouth.  . . .”
However, Thanksgiving is not 

a holiday to be taken lightly and 
there are a number of traditional 
Thanksgiving hymns and popu-
lar songs that come to mind: 

the Lord’s Blessings,  anony-
mous.

Folliott S. Pierpoint.

the Woods, Lydia Maria Child.

Johnny Cash.

Chapin Carpenter.

Merle Haggard.

Kristofferson.

Keith Urban.
Well, we’ve reached that 

jumping off point, where I 
remind you how much I like 
turkey sandwiches.

You know how I like them—
oven-roasted breast meat, 
sliced thick, between two slices 
of white bread with a dab of 
butter, a dash of salt and pepper 
and a dollop of sauerkraut on 
the side.

Happy Thanksgiving.
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Cathy Rowe
crowe@pleasantlife.com

4503 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA

At this time of Thanksgiving 
we pause to count our 

blessings and wish everyone a
“Happy Thanksgiving”

Dig deeper into tax bill
The current tax bill is a bit of “pie in the sky” and voodoo 

economics. I hope voters will look at many sources to learn 
about this bill and not take if from Facebook or one news 
outlet. 

This bill is written for the wealthiest in the country. 
Households making more than $1 million receive an average 
tax cut of nearly $50,000 in 2027; those making $40,000 to 
$50,000 get an average of $480. Some of the middle class 
tax cuts are set to expire as well. If deductions for real estate 
and medical expenses are removed that will be a burden on 
the middle class. I heard one political operative say that if 
these tax cuts don’t come about wealthy donors will stop 
making big contributions to members of Congress. That’s a 
new twist, admitting that a few rich donors are now playing 
the role of lobbyist.

Why have they been trying to sabotage the Affordable Care 
Act with a tax bill? Another flim-flam is the doing away with 
all the inheritance tax, while making it more difficult for 
graduate students to pay back loans. What better way to keep 
a few families with a tight grip on influence in Congress. 

“Trickle down economics” is supposed to help those at 
the bottom. Why not just do better at the bottom tax breaks 
rather than hope for a trickle? This bill will add a  huge 
amount to the deficit. I guarantee we will soon see this con-
gress telling us that to take care of our debts we will need to 
cut back on Social Security and Medicare. 

I urge you to read about this everywhere you can. There is 
lots of information out there.

Mary Lloyd Lay,
Irvington

Do you remember?
This photo shows the grave stone of Henrietta Hall Shuck in 
Hong Kong, reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. Shuck was born in Kilmarnock. The inscription 
on her grave stone reads: “Henrietta, First American female 
missionary to China; Daughter of The Rev. Addison Hall of 
Virginia, United States; Consort of The Rev. J. Lewis Shuck, 
missionary to China from the American Baptist Board for 
Foreign Missions. She was born October 28, 1817; Married 8th 
September, 1835; Arrived in China September, 1836; In the 
prime of life, in the midst of her labors, and in the meridian of 
her usefulness, suddenly, but peacefully,  She died at Hong Kong, 
November 27, 1844,  Age 27 years.” “Do you remember?” is a 
public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the November 24, 1927, issue of the Rappahan-

nock Record)

Irvington
Mr. Harry Hopkins was a pleasant caller in our town last week.
Mrs. Ida Haynie has returned home after spending several days 

with her sister, Mrs. Snow at Remo.
Col. W. D. Newbill and Miss Marie Thompson motored from 

Richmond Saturday to spend Sunday with us.
Mrs. Will Thompson’s sister and niece of Washington and 

uncle of Panama were guests in the Thompson home the past 
week-end.

Mrs. Clarence Brewington has returned home, after spending 
several weeks in Baltimore under doctor’s care.

The Ladies Missionary Society of the Baptist Church a lovely 
and useful box of articles to the W. M. U. Training school, Louis-
ville , Ky., the past week.

Mr. H. O. Rock spent a few days the past week in Baltimore.
Miss Margaret Dix and T. J. Dix of Norfolk, spent Thanksgiv-

ing at their parental home.
Mr. F. W. Gunby has purchased a new radio.
Mrs. M. B. Hopkins and Mrs. R. E. Hopkins are spending a 

few days in Baltimore.
Mr. and Mrs. Ward have moved into the home of Mr. R. F. 

Meekins. Also Mr. J. B. Croxton moved into the home of Mr. W. 
A. Haydon.

Mr. Norman Brewington spent Thanksgiving with his parents.
Those going to Richmond for the holidays were: Miss Marian 

Lokey, Miss Donzella George and Miss Harriet Brown.
Mr. and Mrs. Rowe motored to Richmond Thursday.
Mr. S. Jas. Lokey, Mrs. Jas. Lokey, and Mrs. Robt. George 

motored to Baltimore last week. On returning they ran into the 
storm at Alexandria and were glad to aid the injured parties, car-
rying them to the hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Sanford of Richmond, Keith Harding and 
Miss Virginia Harding spent the week-end with Mr. and Mrs. J. 
C. Harding.

Palmer
On Sunday last Dr. Thomas F. Carroll for four years the 

beloved pastor of White Stone circuit, preached his farewell 
sermons at Ashbury in the morning and at White Stone in the 
afternoon to colossal congregations. Providence permitting next 
Sunday he will be many miles away and expounding the Divine 
word to an entirely new congregation.

To merely state that this good and devout man will be greatly 
missed by the churches which he served during his sojourn for 
four years would give only a faint idea of the profound esteem in 
which he is held by practically all who knew him, regardless of 
denomination and even those not affiliated with any church at all, 
and of how he had, through his winning, ingratiating personality 
and goodness of soul, made himself honored and loved as few 
men are.

Ordinarily, the inditer of these lines isn’t totally at a loss for 
words to express himself, but in this instance he finds mere words 
inadequate to express his feeling and thoughts regarding the 
godly man who is leaving us this week.

The writer has never had such a true and devoted friend as Dr. 
Carroll was to him for the entire four years and never expects to 
have another like him. When Dr. Carroll first came on his circuit, 
the writer was bedridden, suffering as few ever suffer, helpless 
and almost hopeless; and the target for much adverse and inept 
criticism from those knowing not whereof they spoke and caring 
less. But Bro. Carroll, with a heart overflowing with human love 
and sympathy and an ardent desire to be of service to his Master 
and his fellow man, and to lift me from the depths of continuous 
and unabated suffering, came to see me and almost daily for three 
years, he was at my bed-side pouring out profusely, love sym-
pathy and encouragement. Only God knows what this man was, 
and is, to me, and the soreness of heart caused by his inevitable 
departure.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum and Library)

Northumberland Democrats 
post holiday party invitation

 

The Northumberland County Democratic Party will hold its 
annual Christmas party December 1 at the Woman’s Club of Nor-
thumberland County Clubhouse, 2928 Northumberland High-
way, Lottsburg.

A BYOB social event will begin at 5:30 p.m., followed by 
dinner at 6 p.m., reported chairman Frank Kober. The menu will 
include steamed shrimp, chicken, and well done and rare roast 
beef. 

Tickets are $25 each. Please remit check payable to the Nor-
thumberland County Democrat Party by November 24 to Ms. 
Kitty Creeth, 281 Lancelot Drive, Reedville, or call 453-5859.

Kober also reminds members to bring gift for Ty’s Friends.

YOUR LETTERS

Rep. Rob Wittman released 
the following statement after 
voting in favor of H.R. 1, The 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA):

“This is our window of oppor-
tunity; our once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to pass real reform 
for the American people. I was 
proud to cast my vote in favor 
of a plan that means bigger pay-
checks, fairer taxes, and more 
jobs for my constituents. 

“This pro-family, pro-growth 
plan for tax reform was inspired 
by hardworking men and 
women across the country who 
are struggling under our current 
tax code. The Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act will give our economy the 
boost it so desperately needs, by 
simplifying our broken tax code 
and supporting our job creators 
on Main Street. 

“I urge the Senate to move 
this legislation as quickly as 
possible so that we can start 
working out our issues in con-
ference. We cannot continue to 

Rep. Rob Wittman
votes for tax relief

burden our families and job cre-
ators; we must instead unleash 
America’s full potential.” 

 The TCJA lowers individual 
tax rates for low- and middle-
income Americans to zero, 
12%, 25% and 35% while 
continuing to maintain 39.6% 
for high-income Americans, 
eliminates loopholes for special 
interests, doubles the standard 
deduction, increases the Child 
Tax Credit, reduces the tax rate 
on small businesses, lowers the 
corporate tax code to 20% and 
modernizes the international 
tax system by leveling the play-
ing field for America’s global 
businesses so they can compete 
and win around the world.

Here’s how the TCJA will 
impact the First District of Vir-
ginia:

families claim the child tax 
credit in the First District. 
Under the TCJA, the child tax 
credit increases by $600 per 
child.

-
payers who have small business 
income in the First District. The 
TCJA reduces the tax rate on the 
hard-earned business income of 
Main Street job creators to no 
more than 25%.

-
payers who are effected by 
the Alternative Minimum Tax 
(AMT) in the First District. The 
TCJA repeals the AMT so tax-
payers won’t have to calculate 
their taxes twice each year and 
pay the higher amount.

-
payers itemize their deductions 
in the First District. The TCJA 
simplifies the tax code so 9 in 
10 people will be able to file 
their taxes on a postcard.

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com

R I C H M O N D — C o o k s 
spend more time in the kitchen 
during colder months and holi-
days, and it is important to 
remember to cook safely.

Always have a working 
smoke detector in your home, 
advised Kevin Bartal, Virginia 
Farm Bureau safety coordina-
tor. “This will provide early 
warning should a fire occur.”

Keep all work and oven sur-
faces clean of grease and clut-
ter. Never leave cooking items 
unattended. Bartal noted it is 
important to not cook while 
distracted because that can 
lead to items being overheated, 
burned or erupting in flames.

If a stove fire occurs, always 
evacuate everyone and call 
911, Bartal said. A pan lid can 
be used to smother the flames, 
but this can put your hands too 
close to the flames.

“I recommend using an over-
sized cookie sheet to smother 
the flames because it keeps 
your hand away from the edge 
of the pan, but will still smother 
the flames,” Bartal explained.

Turn off the heat and keep 
the pan covered. Do not move 
the pan; call the fire depart-
ment and allow it to cool.

Never try to move a flaming 
pan of grease or use water on 
a grease fire. Baking soda can 
be used to extinguish a grease 
fire; however, it puts your hand 
close to the flames. Purchase 
an ABC fire extinguisher to 
keep in your home, and place 
it next to an exit door so it can 
be easily retrieved and you can 
evacuate if the fire gets too big.

“Fire extinguishers are easy 
to handle and can be used from 
a distance of more than 10 
feet,” said Bartal.

Remember to “PASS” when 
operating a fire extinguisher. 
Pull the pin; Aim the nozzle 
at the base of the fire from a 
distance of 10 to 15 feet away; 
Squeeze the handles together 
to active the extinguisher; and 
Sweep the base of the fire until 
the flames are extinguished.

If an oven fire occurs, leave 
the door shut to help contain 
the flames, turn off the oven, 
evacuate and call 911. 

“Always call the fire depart-
ment if you had a fire, even if 
you put it out yourself, in order 
to check for hidden fire,” added 
Bartal.

Use caution 
when preparing 
holiday meals
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Get to Know  
Your Doctors

You’re invited to come and meet the Riverside team 

members providing care for you and your loved ones right 

here at home. Meet. Mingle. Ask questions. 

Join us December 6, from 6 to 8 p.m.
RSVP to 804-443-6015

Hundreds of dollars in door prizes, RSVP to be eligible 
Food and drinks catered by the Car Wash Cafe 

Event will be held at White 
Stone Church of the Nazarene 
57 Whisk Drive 

White Stone, VA 22578

riversideonline.com

Our team members at this event will include: General Surgery, Urology, 

ENT, Vascular, Gastroenterology, Cardiology, Neurology, OB/GYN, Ophthalmology, 

Orthopedics, Cancer Care Services, Primary Care, Emergency Services,  

Imaging Services, Aging Related Services and Retirement Communities.

(No Appointment Necessary)

DEC 

6

KILMARNOCK—The Tidewater Founda-
tion recently announced grants to a variety of 
community organizations throughout the North-
ern Neck and Middle Peninsula.

The funds for these grants are made pos-
sible through the proceeds of The Holly Ball, 
a debutante ball which takes place each year in 
December, reported publicity chairman Patricia 
Gallagher.

Contributions were made to Aylett Country 
Day School, Chesapeake Academy, Christ-
church School, Northumberland Elementary 
School-music, Northern Neck Montessori 
School, St. Margaret’s School and Rappahan-
nock Community College.

Contributions were made to the Kilmarnock 
Museum, Lancaster Community Library, Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and Library Inc., 
Morattico Waterfront Museum, Northern Neck 
Farm Museum, Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, 
Richmond County Museum and the Steamboat 
Era Museum.

Contributions also were made to Cub Scout 
Pack 222, Jacob’s Ladder, Lancaster High 
School Band, Lancaster Middle School-music, 

Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society, 
Northumberland County Historical Society, The 
Northern Neck Orchestra and Rappahannock 
Foundation for the Arts.  

Participating as a debutante in the time hon-
ored tradition of the Holly Ball provides many 
long-lasting memories and imparts numerous 
lessons, one being the importance of philan-
thropic participation, said Gallagher. Reign-
ing Queen Macy Stuart Swift of Reedville has 
chosen as her community service project the 
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) 
program.

The Tidewater Foundation is committed to 
the promotion of cultural enrichment opportu-
nities and education throughout the Northern 
Neck and Tidewater area, she said. 

The 2017 Holly Ball will be held Friday, 
December 29, at Indian Creek Yacht and Coun-
try Club, Kilmarnock. For ticket informa-
tion, call 804-761-0401 or write the Tidewater 
Foundation, PO Box 363, Irvington, VA 22480. 
Tax-deductible donations supporting the foun-
dation’s charitable efforts may be mailed to the 
same address.

Chief for a day
Damier Smith (above) won the recent Kilmarnock Fire Chief 
for a Day contest in the Rappahannock Record. The contest 
was in conjunction with an advertising campaign promoting 
Fire Prevention Week, October 8 through 14.

KILMARNOCK—The Boys 
and Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck (BGCNN) is gearing up 
for its Character Cash Christmas 
Store. 

The store will be open to 
club members the final week 
of school before the Christ-
mas break, reported volunteer 
Linda Enders Bailey. The chil-
dren have been earning play 
money (character cash) for good 
citizenship and a helpful attitude 
toward others. 

The items donated by local res-
idents and businesses are placed 
in a store-like setting and priced 

specifically for the play money 
earned by each club member over 
time, said Bailey. This program 
empowers the children to be 
able to shop for siblings, parents, 
teachers and friends. 

One young boy was heard 
saying, “I am the luckiest boy in 
the world!” as he handed a gift 
for his mother to one of the gift 
wrapping volunteers, she said.

The youth learn behavior 
(character) skills, math skills 
in counting their money and 
change, and the act of saving 
money through the in-house 
investment club (banking), they 

earn the money, do the shop-
ping and enjoy taking part in 
the Christmas joy of giving...it 
is a win-win for everyone, said 
Bailey.

The Character Cash Christmas 
Store is in its third year of opera-
tion and thanks to the many kind 
and generous Northern Neck 
residents and businesses alike, 
this program has been growing 
exponentially in character build-
ing, empowerment and the joy of 
Christmas, she said.

Contact the BGCNN to share 
in this most wonderful year of 
Christmas joy, said Bailey.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland Department of 
Social Services (NDSS) recently 
decided to involve their commu-
nity in a team-building event. 

During a staff meeting, the 
employees painted rocks and 
placed them at numerous loca-
tions in Heathsville, reported 
director Jackie Clayton. 

NDSS followed a national proj-

ect which involves painting a 
positive, inspirational word on 
a rock and then leaving it some-
where for someone else to find 
and hopefully brighten their day, 
said Clayton. 

“The staff is asking individu-
als who find one of our special 
painted rocks to please let us 
know,” said Clayton. “Take a pic-
ture of it and email it to our direc-

tor at jackie.clayton@dss.virginia.
gov, then hide it in a different 
location around town for the next 
person to enjoy,” said Clayton.

 “If an individual finds a rock 
that they absolutely love and 
wants to keep it, we are asking 
that the individual paint a rock 
of their own to replace the one 
they are keeping. Please pay it 
forward.”

Tidewater Foundation volunteers (above) address invitations to the Holly Ball. From left are 
Shannon Smith, Susan Simmons, Kathryn Wittman and Beth Somers.

Tidewater Foundation announces
grants from the 2016 Holly Ball

Northumberland Department of Social Services staff members prepare their painted rock 
project.

Social Services ‘rocks’ Heathsville

Boys and Girls Club to operate
Character Cash Christmas Store

RICHMOND—Virginians 
will be able to feed their fam-
ilies a Thanksgiving meal for 
about $5.06 per person this 
year, according to an infor-
mal price survey conducted 
by the Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation (VFBF).

The survey of the price of 
basic items found on Virgin-
ians’ Thanksgiving tables 
places the average cost of a 
traditional meal for 10 adults 
at $50.56. The menu includes 
turkey, dressing, sweet pota-
toes, rolls, peas, cranberries, 
a relish tray of carrots and 
celery, milk and pumpkin pie 
with whipped cream. Prices 
were reported by volunteer 
shoppers using no promo-
tional sales or coupons.

This year’s average rep-
resents an increase of $6.54 
from the 2016 average price 
of $44.02 for a 10-person 
meal.

The locality reporting the 
highest average cost for a 
meal this year was Glouces-
ter County at $64.35. The 

locality with the lowest aver-
age cost was Floyd County at 
$31.78.

“This annual survey contin-
ues to demonstrate that farm-
ers across the nation provide 
an opportunity for families to 
share a meal in an affordable 
way,” said Wilmer Stoneman, 
director of VFBF’s commod-
ity marketing department.

Based on surveys at gro-
cery stores throughout Vir-
ginia, the Farm Bureau 
found the average cost of a 
16-pound turkey was $25.24, 
or a little more than $1.57 per 
pound. Virginia consumers 
paid an average of $1.15 per 
pound last year.

The organization found 
that the average price for a 
gallon of milk was $3.12; for 
peas, $1.56; for a 3-pound 
bag of sweet potatoes, $2.62; 
for celery, $1.49; for car-
rots, $1.07; for pie shells, 
$2.46; for whipping cream, 
$1.87; for canned pumpkin 
pie filling, $3.20; for cranber-
ries, $2.55; for stuffing mix, 

Despite slight increase, Virginians’ 
Thanksgiving meal still a bargain 

$2.86; and for rolls, $2.52 a 
dozen.

Since VFBF began con-
ducting the survey in 2003, 
the average cost of a family’s 
Thanksgiving meal in Vir-
ginia has increased by $11.44.

“Virginia farmers prove 
every year that they are com-
mitted to making sure Ameri-
cans have an abundance of 
wholesome food and they are 
so good at what they do that 
consumers are able to enjoy 
affordable food—on Thanks-
giving and every day,” said 
VFBF president Wayne F. 
Pryor.

Nationally, an informal 
survey conducted by the 
American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration found the average cost 
of this year’s meal for 10 to be 
$49.12, or $4.91 per person. 
That represents a 75-cent 
decrease from last year’s 
national average of $49.67.

Declines in the average 
retail price for turkey, rolls 
and milk are the main driv-
ers behind the decrease in the 
cost of the meal, said Dr. John 
Newton, director of market 
intelligence for AFBF. The 
average cost of a turkey has 
declined nationally as well, 
he said.

This is the second consecu-
tive year that the overall price 
of a Thanksgiving dinner has 
declined across the U.S. It is 
the lowest level since 2013 
and second-lowest level since 
2011.

“Virginians may be paying 
slightly more than the 
national average cost of a 
basic Thanksgiving meal this 
year, but at just over $5 per 
person, it’s still a great bar-
gain,” said Pryor.
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