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WHITE STONE—Following an executive session 
last Thursday, the White Stone Town Council voted 
unanimously, 5-0, to hire William Jordan Russell as 
a part-time deputy.

William Hubbard made the motion to hire Russell 
to work up to the allowable budget hours of 32 hours 
per month. Paul Elbourn made the second and Hub-
bard, Elbourn, Irving Brittingham, Drew Hubbard 
and Ran Reeves voted in favor. Kelli Blankenship 
and Blair Kenyon were absent. 

Russell was deputized briefly by mayor Randy 
Reeves to monitor the town on Halloween night 
during police chief Cliff Dawson’s absence. Hiring 
Russell part-time will allow for coverage when 
Dawson isn’t on duty, according to town manager 
Patrick Frere. 

In other business, Frere told council crews are fin-
ishing work on the fifth and final house in phase I 
of the housing rehabilitation project area on Irving-

ton Road. Three houses have received upgrades and 
two new homes have been constructed, replacing 
two older properties. One of the older houses on the 
corner of Woods Drive and Irvington Road is slated 
to be demolished and work will begin on the “next 
round of homes….which will have four houses in it,” 
said Frere. “Things are progressing.”

In a related matter, attorney Matson Terry is 
gathering the owner information required to secure 
interim financing for phase II of the sewer project. 
However, there is some confusion as to what specific 
property owner information is required for the ease-
ments. 

Regarding the title research, Terry said, “if we 
have to do more than the engineers have already 
done, it’s a massive undertaking…….the issue has 
to be resolved about what they’re looking for.”

Frere said the town needs to get its first big reim-
bursement from the Department of Housing and 
Community Development. 

“We’re flying close to the wind,” he said. “We 

need to get some money in here.”
A vision for White Stone’s commercial revitaliza-

tion, which is being fine-tuned by planning commis-
sion chairman John Taliaferro and mayor Reeves, 
has been put on hold until “the first of the year,” said 
Reeves. “After we get the sewage project going.”

Lisa Hull, economic development and tourism 
coordinator with the Northern Neck Planning Dis-
trict Commission, attended the last White Stone 
Business Association meeting, said WSBA presi-
dent Lloyd B. Hubbard. She discussed some match-
ing grant funding which may be available to the 
town for the commercial renovation project.

In other action items, council unanimously 
adopted a resolution approving the transfer of the 
cable television franchise for the town from Metro-
Cast Communications to Atlantic Broadband.

Council also voted 5-0 to spend up to $100 to 
attach photo cell sensors to the Christmas pole deco-
rations on Beach Road and Shady Lane. The sensors 
would turn the lights on at dusk.

Town council increases police force, 
tracks housing project progress,
transfers cable television franchise

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Christmastime is filled with tradi-
tions, like writing letters to Santa 

and displaying seasonal heirlooms.
The Rappahannock Record will pub-

lish letters to Santa and photos of heir-
looms in the Thursday, December 21, 
Christmas Greetings special section.

Deliver letters and photos to the 
Record office by 5 p.m. Friday, Decem-
ber 8. If letters are written as a class 
project, teachers are urged to submit 
them by Friday, December 1.

Letters should be written with a dark 
pencil or ink and include the child’s 
first and last name, age and hometown. 
Parents, teachers and others are asked 
to make certain the letters are legible. 
Class submissions should be identified 
by school and grade. The letters should 
be short and concise so Santa can read 
them quickly.

The photos should be submitted by 
email with a brief description of the 
heirloom, name, hometown and contact 
information (not for publication). Feel 
free to reminisce.

Email letters and photos to editor@
rapprecord.com, send to Rappahannock 
Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482, or deliver them to the Record 
office at 27 North Main Street. There is 
a delivery slot in the front door for after-
hours submissions.

KILMARNOCK—Big changes at 
Bon Secours Rappahannock General 
Hospital (RGH) have taken a positive 
turn for the community. Last Monday, 
an open house was held to show 
improved facilities and to celebrate 
the hospital’s 40th anniversary. 

After last May’s community meet-
ing in which some 300 citizens 
and hospital employees lashed out 
against Bon Secours for eliminating 
the intensive care unit (ICU), lack of 
communication with the community 
and employees, announcing the elimi-
nation of all surgeries after 3 p.m., 
and the exodus of several doctors and 
nurses, the parent company reconsid-
ered some of its plans.

At the open house, those changes 
were evident on the happy faces of the 
staff who greeted visitors and enthu-
siastically discussed recent improve-
ments in their departments and plans 
for what’s coming in the next 12 
months.

While the ICU department is gone, 
Bon Secours reversed its decision on 
surgeries.

“It doesn’t make sense” to offer 
a part-time surgical schedule, said 
Chris Accashian, who replaced Mark 
Gordon as hospital chief executive 
officer in July. Accashian also serves 
as the chief executive officer at St. 
Francis Medical Center in Midlothian.  

He noted that surgical services con-
tinue to be provided 24-hours a day, 
seven days a week, including general 

surgery, orthopaedics, gynecology, 
urology and ophthalmology.

Employees give Accashian an 
enthusiastic thumbs up, saying their 
positive attitudes are a result of him 
listening and responding to their con-
cerns, and calling them “my team.”

In the surgical area, operating room 
nurse manager Karen Fariss was 
excited about upgrades in surgical 
equipment. She pointed out the new 
high definition video system for gas-
trointestinal endoscopy and colonos-
copy, a disinfector/reprocessor system 
for endoscope reprocessing and a 
high definition camera system for use 
in multiple surgical fields.

“We’re using disposable scopes” 

Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital is making
strides to improve service

In July, Bon Secours named Chris 
Accashian (above) chief executive 
officer because of his “compassion 
and open communication in providing 
the best patient experience.” His 
success in turning things around is 
already paying off with hospital staff 
who call him “Chris” and stop him in 
the halls to chat.

Ho, ho, ho, 
Santa needs
those letters
and heirlooms

Renovations begin
at Rosenwald School

From left above, Sam Keeve, Danny Cottrell and 
Jim Keeve replace a window on the second floor at 
Rosenwald School in Reedville. Volunteers gathered last 
Saturday for a window raising in honor of the historic 
school’s 100th anniversary celebration. Eight windows 
were replaced. Several renovation projects over the next 
few months include ceiling and floor restoration. 

The broken boards (left), which cover a window at 
Rosenwald School in Reedville, frame volunteers as they 
gather for a lunch break. According to project manager 
Brenda Bullock, the window raising kicks off a major 
renovation project spearheaded by the Julius Rosenwald 
School Foundation of Northumberland County. To 
donate to the cause, go to jrsfnc.org, or call Brenda Yerby 
Bullock, 304-270-6716. Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

by Audrey Thomasson

Democratic Party candidates swept 
the races for the Commonwealth’s top 
positions in Tuesday’s general election, 
according to unofficial results posted 
on the Virginia Department of Elections 
website.

Governor-elect Ralph Northam 
won with 1,405,007 votes, or 53.87%. 
Republican Edward W. “Ed” Gillespie 
received 1,172,533 votes, or 44.96%; 
and Libertarian candidate Clifford D. 
Hyra had 29,303 votes, or 1.12%. 

Lieutenant Governor-elect Justin E. 

Fairfax won election with 1,361,316 
votes, or 52.64%. Republican candidate 
Jill H. Vogel had 1,222,603 votes, or 
47.27%. 

Attorney General incumbent Mark R. 
Herring won re-election with 1,379,162 
votes, or 53.12%. Republican John D. 
Adams received 1,210,398 votes, or 
46.76%.
Lancaster votes

 In Lancaster County, Gillespie won 
with 2,678 votes, or 55.79%; Northam 
had 2,092 votes, or 43.58%; and Hyra,  

Democrats win with 
Northam, Fairfax and
Herring; Del. Ransone 
keeps District 99 seat
Keith, Larson, Young, Howard 
elected in contested local races 

by Madison White Franks

ELECTIONS, continued on page A2

HOSPITAL, continued on page A2

This 1950s era Christmas ornament 
and similar heirlooms would be 
placed near the top of my mother’s 
Christmas tree, out of reach of 
the children. Robert Mason Jr., 
Kilmarnock.
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rather than cleaning them for 
re-use, said Fariss. “We can do 
total joint replacement, includ-
ing hips and knees. Within a 
year, we’ll be able to do shoul-
ders and ankles.” 

According to Ann Gumina, 
vice president of nursing, 
since the closing of the ICU 
unit on July 7 there has been 
no increase in the number of 
transfers to other hospitals. 
However, she says long waits 
for transport are over.

“We met with (the transport 
company) and said those waits 
were not acceptable,” she said. 

RGH remains a critical 
access hospital, a designation 
which enables a rural hospital 
to be paid on a cost basis for 
Medicare patients rather than 
on a set basis which is signifi-
cantly lower. 

RGH will remain a 25-bed 
facility offering an average 
length of stay of 96 hours. 

“That doesn’t mean patients 
can’t stay longer,” said 
Gumina.

The hospital is here to stay, 
said Accashian. He is now 
focused on recruiting an on-
site hospital administrator, 
general surgeons, resident 
oncologist, primary care phy-
sicians, a full-time pediatri-
cian and nurses with better 
and more competitive com-
pensation packages. Addi-
tionally, he said residents will 
find upgrades in services and 
equipment to better address 
their health care needs.

“We’ve invested $10 mil-
lion in infrastructure and 
employee raises…including 
$5 million in an electronic 
medical records (system),” 
said Accashian.

He expects another $5 mil-
lion to be invested in the next 
12 months, including renova-
tions to the emergency room 
and a new transitional care 
unit for recovery and physical 
therapy, using local contractors 
for the build-outs whenever 
possible.

“Tangible investments 
people will see include state-
of-the-art imaging equip-
ment,” he said.

With the help of orthopaedic 
physician Dr. James McCoig, 
occupational therapist Dick 
Brinser will oversee the new 
transitional care unit for physi-
cal, occupational and speech 
therapy related conditions and 
end-of-life care. Formerly with 
veterans hospitals, Brinser says 
the old ICU unit will be reno-
vated into a post-op therapy 
center for in- and out-patients 

27 votes, or 0.56%. 
Vogel took Lancaster with 

2,813 votes, or 58.90%. Fairfax 
had 1,960 votes, or 41.04%. 

Adams won with 2,755 votes, 
or 57.84%. Herring had 2,004 
votes, or 42.07%. 
Northumberland votes 

In Northumberland County, 
Gillespie won with 3,283 votes, 
or 61.47%; Northam had 2,020 
votes, or 37.82%; and Hyra, 35 
votes, or 0.66%. 

Vogel also took Northumber-
land with 3,361 votes, or 63.44%. 
Fairfax had 1,931 votes, or 
36.45%. 

Adams won with 3,094 votes, 
or 63.10%. Herring had 1,806 
votes, or 36.83%. 
District 99

Republican incumbent Mar-
garet Ransone won re-election 
in District 99 with 16,507 votes, 
or 62.16%. Her opponent, Fran-
cis Edwards had 10,018 votes, or 
37.12%. 

In Lancaster, Ransone won with 
2,741 votes, or 57.72%. Edwards 
had 2,001 votes, or 42.14%. 

In Northumberland, Ransone 
won with 3,377 votes, or 63.67%. 
Edwards had 1,920 votes, or 
36.20%.  
Lancaster seats

In Lancaster’s District 1, Kath-
erine Keith was elected to the 
school board with 609 votes, or 
65.13%. Carl Failmezger had 323 
votes, or 34.55%. 

Jack Larson was elected to the 
board of supervisors with 568 
votes, or 57.84%. George Bott 
had 412 votes, or 41.96%. 

In District 5, Carolyn Young 
was elected to the school board 
with 626 votes, or 62.60%. Mar-
garet Socey had 372 votes, or 
37.20%. 

Robert Westbrook was elected 
to the board of supervisors with 
955 votes, or 97.55%.  He ran 
unopposed.

Lancaster County Commis-
sioner of the Revenue Marlon S. 
Savoy received 3,876 votes, or 
98.75%. She ran unopposed.

For White Stone Town Coun-
cil, Randy “Ran” Reeves Jr. 
tallied 111 votes. He was unop-
posed for the seat.
Northumberland seats

District 2 unopposed school 
board candidate Mary Hooper 
received 807 votes, or 97.11%. 

District 2 incumbent supervi-
sor Richard Haynie received 820 
votes, or 96.36%. 

District 3 incumbent school 
board member Gerald Howard 
received 439 votes, or 59.89% 
and his opponent Carl Perez 
received 289 votes, or 39.43%. 

District 3 incumbent supervi-
sor Jim Long received 622 votes, 
or 95.11%. 

Elections
continued from page A1

Hospital making strides
continued from page A1

Jim and Jacqui Penney learned about the new sleep center from Matt Wilmot, lead 
polysomnography tech.

Digital radiography emits one-third of the radiation patients 
received from traditional x-ray film, according to Mark 
Denkinger, RGH’s chief technologist. 

to help them reach a maximum 
level of independence. Five 
staffers will assist the unit in 
handling 8 to 25 patients with 
most stays lasting 3 to 20 days.

“There’s nothing like this 
in the Bon Secours system,” 
Brinser said. 

“It is getting to indepen-
dence so they can go home,” 
said Dr. McCoig.

Other improvements include 
$500,000 invested in work sta-
tions and 3D mammography 
imaging, which will be opera-
tional by the first of the year, 
according to Accashian. 

3D imaging is similar to an 
MRI, taking multiple one mil-
limeter imaging slices, result-
ing in fewer calls for return 
imaging and biopsy, said imag-
ing manager Chris Shepper-
son. 

RGH’s mammography patients 
will be assisted by Catherine 
Webb R.T., (R) (M), ARRT.   

A nuclear imaging camera, 
purchased with community 
donor support, will help iden-
tify diseases in the earliest 
stages. The high-tech images 
created can identify sites of 
seizures, Parkinson’s disease 
and Alzheirmer’s disease. It 
can also detect if patients are 
responding to cancer treatment 
and assess heart damage from 
heart attacks.

Also, the hospital made a 
conversion to digital radiogra-
phy which requires just one-
third the radiation used in the 
conventional x-ray process, 
and a new ultrasound unit.

The Cancer Center is now 
called the Outpatient Infusion 
Center, providing extensive 
treatment options for cancer, 
blood disorders and various 
chronic conditions referred 
by any physician within Vir-
ginia. The Swift-Walker Fund 
recently replaced patient chairs 
in the center. Clinical coor-
dinator Pam Harrington, RN, 
BSN, and her four specialized 
nurses all indicated they had 
been seeing patients for 20 to 
40 years. 

A new sleep center is moni-
toring and addressing sleep 
disorders under provider doc-
tors Gerard Santos, Cecilia 
Luna Santos and Naim Bashir. 
To date, some 70 patients have 
used the facility.

Hospital lab manager Linda 
Duncanson detailed the capa-
bilities of her lab which is 
staffed by a pathologist, clini-
cal scientists, histologist, phle-
botomist and laboratory secre-
tary.

According to RGH commu-
nity relations manager Joanna 
Marchetti, the hospital also 
has completed infrastructure 
upgrades such as an emergency 
generator, a physical plant 
chiller and a medical vacuum 
pump.

RGH offered free dinners 
and flu shots to all the visitors 
who attended the open house. 
Several visitors ended the eve-

ning by joining the volunteer 
auxiliary, according to auxil-
iary president Joan Gravatt.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
65% TO 75% OFF

AS A RESULT OF: UNPAID DOCUMENTS
REPOSSESSED MERCHANDISE

AT IMMEDIATE LIQUIDATION SALE ONE DAY ONLY

HANDMADE
PERSIAN RUGS

COLLECTION CONSISTS OF 297 PIECES FROM 2’ X 3’ UP TO 12’ 
X 25’ & BETWEEN. RUNNERS FROM 2’ 6” X 8’ UP TO 50’ X 2’ 6”. 

DIFFERENT COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM: KASHAN, TABRIZ, ISFAHAN, 
BOKARA, HERIZ, BIJAR, SAROUK, QUM SILK, 10’ X 26’ BIJAR 12’ X 18’ 

TABRIZ 11’X17’ MASHED 8PC 10’ X 8’ TABRIZ & QUME
PUBLIC SALE CONVENIENCE TRANSFERRED TO: 

AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK
882 WAVERLY AVE OFF RT 3 KILMARNOCK

WE HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED TO LIQUIDATE A LARGE 
INVENTORY OF ORIENTAL RUGS COMPLEMENTED WITH OUR 

GOODS OF EQUAL VALUE, CONTRACTED IN AFGHANISTAN, 
PAKISTAN, IRAN, TURKEY, CHINA, ETC. ALL RUGS FURNISHED 

WITH CERTIFICATE OF APPRAISAL & AUTHENTICITY.

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK, VISA, 
M/C, AM-EX, DISC. 
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The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER
Accept Quality Consignments

And Buy Antiques

19th Annual Boot Sale:
Saturday Nov. 11th

one day only!
extended store hours 9-4

Store wide savings 10-50% Off
Best prices of the year

All Workboots 15% Off  Redwing, Irish 
Setter, Wolverine, Georgia, Justin &  Ariat

All Western Boots 20% Off
Dansko Shoes 15% Off

Carhartt Clothing 10% Off
And Much, Much More!!

Also the Redwing Boot Sales 
Representative will be on hand to assist 

T-Town Tack’s Famous  BRUNSWICK 
STEW samples to try and Quarts for 

sale to take home!

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges 
against 10 individuals.
Felonies

Tikesha L. Taylor, 33, of Brent Court was 
charged October 30 with felony abuse and 
neglect of children with reckless disregard.

Maurice R. Levere Jr., 31 of Brent Court 
was charged October 30 with the felonies 
of distribution of marijuana and abuse and 
neglect of children. 

Michael D. Long, 32, of Twin Branch 
Road was charged November 4 with four 
felony counts of distribution of a controlled 
substance.

Dexter O. Sutton, 30, of Beanes Road was 
charged November 5 with felonious assault 
and brandishing a firearm.
Misdemeanors

A Brent Court man, 30, was charged 
October 30 with possession of marijuana.

A Wiggins Avenue man, 22, was charged 
November 1 with possession of marijuana.

A Hartfield man, 21, was charged Novem-
ber 1 with possession of marijuana.

A Campbell Road man, 26, was charged 
November 3 with driving under the influ-
ence of intoxicants, reckless driving and 
driving while suspended.

A Windmill Point Road woman, 26, was 
charged November 3 with assault and bat-
tery and destruction of property.

A Tammy Drive man, 37, was charged 
November 3 with assault and battery of a 
family member.
Activity report

October 30: Staff responded to a walk-
in report of a worthless check, and to the 
8800 block of Mary Ball Road for a suspi-
cious person.

October 31: Staff responded to the 9000 
block of Mary Ball Road to investigate the 
report of child sexual abuse, to the 100 block 
of Washington Street for disorderly conduct 
by a family member, and to Alphonso for a 
missing person.

November 1: Staff responded to the 
100 block of Sullavans Road for a verbal 
disagreement involving alcohol, to the 
900 block of Beanes Road for a suspicious 
person, to the 100 block of Courtney Road 
for an attempted burglary, to the 100 block 
of Hatton Avenue to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) with a protective 
order violation in progress, to the 8700 block 
of Mary Ball Road for the report of a scam, 
to the 400 block of Rappahannock Drive 

for a single-vehicle traffic crash, and to the 
100 block of Greentown Road for a missing 
person.

November 2: Staff responded to the 800 
block of Rappahannock Drive for damage 
to a fuel pump by a vehicle, to the intersec-
tion of Mary Ball and Old Ferry roads for 
a motorcycle crash with injuries, to the 600 
block of North Main Street to assist KPD 
with a fight in progress involving four indi-
viduals, to the 300 block of Tammy Drive for 
a domestic assault, and to the 400 block of 
Greentown Road for a domestic disturbance.

November 3: Staff responded to the 200 
block of Old Fairground Way to assist KPD 
with a fight in progress in the parking lot, to 
the 100 block of Wesley Terrance for a verbal 
disagreement, to Rappahannock Drive for 
a reckless driver, to the 100 block of North 
Main Street to assist KPD with a disturbance 
that involved the brandishing of a firearm, and 
to the 7300 block of River Road for a weapon 
being discharged at a vehicle.

November 4: Staff responded to the 
200 block of Campbell Road for threats to 
harm a family member, to Rappahannock 
Drive for the report of a reckless driver, to 
a walk-in report of an assault and battery 
by a family member, to the 200 block of 
Buzzards Neck Road for a juvenile behav-
ior issue, to the 100 block of Twin Branch 
Road for child neglect, to the 100 block of 
Greenwood Court for gunshots, and to the 
500 block of Southport Lane to assist KPD 
with a domestic disturbance.

November 5: Staff responded to the 100 
block of South Main Street for a suspicious 
vehicle, to the 200 block of Weems Road 
for a suspicious vehicle, and to the 1800 
block of Iberis Road for a suspicious vehicle 
parked on private property.

Staff also conducted 24 traffic stops, 
issued 14 summonses, assisted seven motor-
ists, recorded three deer strike accidents, 
handled six calls for traffic control, investi-
gated 12 building alarms, logged two inmate 
transports, received 14 E911 hang-up calls 
and fielded two calls for animal control ser-
vice.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to fire/smoke alarm on North 
Main Street.

White Stone VFD responded to a motor-
cycle crash at Mary Ball and Old Ferry 
roads.

Upper Lancaster VFD assisted Richmond 

Count departments fighting a woods fire.
EMS calls

For the week of October 29 through 
November 4, the Kilmarnock-Lancaster 
Volunteer Rescue Squad, Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Rescue Squad and Lancaster 
County Emergency Services responded to 
39 calls for service including 16 medical 
emergencies, 11 injuries, a traffic accident 
and 11 other calls.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this week reported 
charges against eight individuals.
Felonies

Deondre Lampkin, 23, of Heathsville was 
charged October 31 with a capias/attach-
ment of the body for a probation violation 
in Lancaster County. This was served by the 
Northumberland County Sheriff’s Office. 
Lampkin was charged in Northumberland 
with child abuse/neglect, selling/distributing 
a schedule I or II drug and possession with 
intent to sell a schedule IV drug. He also was 
charged with speeding and a dangling object 
with obstruction of view for the driver.

LeVaughan Laffiama Seldon, 29, of 
Callao was charged November 4 with 
assault and battery of a police officer, assault 
and battery of a family member, obstruc-
tion of justice and two counts of destroying 
property belonging to the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 32, was charged 
October 27 with failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General District Court 
for the original charge of driving while sus-
pended.

A Heathsville man, 45, was charged Octo-
ber 28 with failing to appear in the Northum-
berland County General District Court for an 
original charge of driving suspended. He was 
also charged with two capias/attachments of 
the body from the same court for failing to 
appear and failing to obey a court order. 

A Lancaster man, 37, was charged Octo-
ber 29 with a custody/visitation violation. 
This was a Northumberland paper served by 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office.

A Reedville woman, 43, was charged 
October 30 with damaging property.

A Burgess man, 33, was charged October 
31 with a capias/attachment of the body for 
failing to comply with the VASAP program.

A Denver, Colo., man , 66, was charged 
November 1 with assault and battery of a 
family member.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

 KILMARNOCK—Nearly 
a year after fire left the home 
of Audrey and Lankford Lee 
of Kilmarnock uninhabitable, 
the couple was presented the 
keys to their restored resi-
dence during a ceremony last 
Saturday. 

The restoration was possible 
through the efforts of the late 
Joe Curry, along with backing 
from the Lancaster/Northum-
berland Interfaith Service 
Council. “My house would 
still be a boarded-up shell if 
not for Joe Curry’s leader-
ship,” said Audrey Lee.  

Kilmarnock mayor Mae 
Umphlett called Curry “a 
great man who put others 
before himself,” during the 
key presentation. 

Unfortunately, Curry, who 
died in late September, passed 
away before he could see the 
work fully completed by Lan-
caster-Northumberland Habi-
tat for Humanity, but he had 
everything on track for com-
pletion, said Interfaith vice 
president Junell Haskins.

 With no insurance and 
unable to afford repairs, the 
Lee family went to Curry 

for help. As chairman of 
Interfaith’s Concerned Citi-
zens Committee (CCC), 
which helps needy people 
with minor home repairs and 
ramps, Curry committed to 
get them back into their home, 
said Haskins. However, the 
CCC budget could not cover 
such a large expenditure, so 
he collected funds and materi-
als from businesses, churches 
and friends.  

Curry raised enough money 
to furnish all of the construc-
tion materials, but not enough 
to pay for labor, said Haskins. 
So, he requested assistance 
from Habitat’s executive direc-
tor Tommy Hemans to restore 
the interior of the gutted 
house. With similar missions 
to help with adequate housing 
in Lancaster and Northumber-
land counties, Habitat volun-
teers readily agreed. 

Under the direction of site 
supervisor and build volunteer 
coordinator Bob Kammerer, 
the Habitat crew replaced 
studs, insulation, sheet rock, 
windows and doors. Volun-
teers also replaced the interior 
plumbing and electrical con-

nections before constructing a 
new bathroom and kitchen.  

“We have spent 998 vol-
unteer hours on this project,” 
said Kammerer.

 The Lees expressed their 
sincere appreciation for a 
great job, said Haskins. A. Lee 
also thanked Habitat board 
president Kathleen Conroy, 
vice president and building 
committee chairman Larry 
Edwards, and Habitat volun-
teers.

Interfaith president Edna 
Mason expressed her appreci-
ation to the Habitat and Inter-
faith boards for their support.  

“We are missing Joe and 
his expertise in getting things 
done. For almost 40 years Joe 
dedicated his ‘heart and soul’ 
to helping residents through 
this committee. The Interfaith 
council is determined that 
the work of the Concerned 
Citizens Committee will con-
tinue,” said Mason.

Donations may be sent to 
Interfaith Service Council, 
P.O. Box 868, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482, or interfaithservi-
cecouncil.com, or call 435-
6950. 

From left are Edna Mason, Tommy Hemans, Bob Kammerer, Audrey Lee, Mae Umphlett and 
Lankford Lee.

Interfaith and Habitat join forces
and complete legacy to Joe Curry

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court convened October 
31. The following cases were 
heard by the Hon. R. Michael 
McKenney. 
Trials 

The case of Bernard C. 
Anderson of Burgess, charged 
with felony unauthorized use 
of a vehicle, was continued to 
January 9. 

Laura M. Heywood of 
Warsaw, charged with misde-
meanor selling or distribut-
ing marijuana and five felo-
nies, including three counts 
of child abuse, one count of 
manufacturing or distribut-
ing a controlled substance 
and possessing a weapon or 
ammo, was not prosecuted at 
the time of trial in all but the 
felony offense of manufac-
turing or distributing a con-
trolled substance. Sentencing 
is scheduled for December 
19. 

Archie A. Jones of Farn-
ham, charged with four felo-
nies including three counts of 
child abuse and one count of 
manufacturing a controlled 
substance, and a misde-
meanor of selling or distribut-
ing marijuana, was not prose-
cuted in all charges except for 
the misdemeanor charge of 
selling and distributing mari-
juana. Jones pled guilty and 
was sentenced to six months 
with five months suspended. 
Other cases 

The case of Kristen King of 
Callao, charged with felony 
manufacturing or distributing 
a controlled substance, was 
dismissed. 

The case of Kirk L. Lamp-
kin Jr. of Burgess, charged 
with two misdemeanors of a 
probation violation and being 
in contempt of court, was 
deferred. 

The case of Tammy L. 
Morgan of Callao, charged 
with felony manufacturing or 
distributing a controlled sub-
stance, was dismissed. 

The case of Jennifer A. 
Campagne of Hague, charged 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Madison White Franks with three felonies of manu-
facturing or distributing a 
controlled substance, was 
withdrawn and a jury trial has 
been scheduled for January 
25. 

The case of Duwan J. 
Sumiel of Saluda, charged 
with felony manufacturing or 
distributing a controlled sub-
stance, was set for trial Feb-
ruary 6. 
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by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, an independent 
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Clinic wins ‘Prize for Progress’
Half a million prescriptions 

filled, over 150,000 patient 
visits and $92 million worth of 
healthcare provided. These are 
only a few of the Northern Neck 
Middlesex County Free Clinic’s 
recent milestones.

Two decades after awarding 
the clinic its first grant, the Vir-
ginia Health Care Foundation 
(VHCF) has recognized the clinic 
for its progress over the years. 
Founded in 1993 as a small, one-
night-a-week operation, the clinic 
has used funding from VHCF 
and the community to transform 
into a large, full-time clinic pro-
viding essential medical, dental, 
pharmacy and behavioral health 
services to uninsured and under-
served residents in Lancaster, 
Middlesex, Northumberland, 
Richmond and Westmoreland 
counties. 

The clinic’s extraordinary 
expansion and considerable 
impact have won a $10,000 sec-
ond-place prize in the VHCF’s 
recent Prizes for Progress contest.  

“We established the Prizes 
for Progress contest as a special 
way to celebrate our 25th anni-
versary and recognize our dedi-
cated health safety net partners,” 
said executive director Debbie 
Oswalt. “Both current and former 
grantees were invited to share the 

IRVINGTON—The Steam-
boat Era Museum recently 
announced the wheel for the 
steamboat Potomac pilothouse 
is now restored and waiting for 
installation in the wheelhouse. 

The wheel was donated to 
the museum by the family of 
Jerry Neault. While it can’t be 
proved this was the Potomac’s 
original wheel, it was built by 
the same company that built 
the Potomac in 1894 and it is 
the correct size and style for 
the wheelhouse, reported exec-

utive director Barbara Brecher.
Local craftsman Ed Thurber 

has been working on the resto-
ration since May, said Brecher. 
It has taken many hours of 
intense work to rebuild the 
wood and bring it back to its 
original glory. 

“The museum is indebted 
to Mr. Thurber for his work 
and careful restoration of the 
wheel,” she said.

The pilothouse is scheduled 
to be placed in the museum in 
the fall of 2018.

ways in which VHCF funding 
has helped their organizations 
grow and succeed over the last 25 
years.”

Out of dozens of compelling 
entries, the local clinic’s strategic 
use of VHCF funding and sup-
port was especially remarkable. 

VHCF’s first grant allowed the 
clinic to hire a full-time nurse 
practitioner, making it pos-
sible for the clinic to start seeing 
patients five days a week. With 
the next grant, the clinic was able 
to build, staff and operate its first 
six-chair dental clinic, which 

opened to a waiting list of 500 
people.

Additional VHCF grants were 
similarly invested in the clinic’s 
growth and expansion, and now 
the clinic offers everything from 
integrated behavioral healthcare 
to dental services.

From left are Ed Thurber, who restored the Potomac 
pilothouse wheel and Steamboat Era Museum board member 
Phil Williams. Photo by Michael Geissinger

Potomac pilothouse wheel
restoration is now complete

The Agenda
Local Government News

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton Town Council will hold a 
public hearing tonight, Novem-
ber 9, on a request to rezone 
several parcels. The meeting 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. in Town 
Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington.

The public hearing will 
address an application from 
Julien G. Patterson to rezone 
properties on Irvington Road 
from business (B-2) to busi-
ness (B-1). Those property 
addresses are 4323, 4303, 
4283 and 4265 Irvington Road. 
Also, the application includes 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 
5 p.m. today, November 9, at 

rezoning 4282 Irvington Road 
from residential (R-1) to busi-
ness (B-1).

Other agenda items include 
reports from the town adminis-
trator and committees. 

A closed session will be 
held on appointees, personnel, 
employee contracts and con-
sideration of  of bids for exte-
rior maintenance of the Town 
Hall.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster County Social Ser-
vices Board will meet at 
4:30 p.m. November 21 in the 
conference room at the Soacial 
Services office, 9049 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster.

the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. 

The board is expected to 
hear reports from school 
superintendent Dr. Holly 
Wargo and representatives of 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation. 
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IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton planning commission 
will hold a public hearing Tues-
day, November 14, on a proposed 
Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) ordinance. The meeting 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. at Irving-
ton Baptist Church, 53 King 
Carter Drive, Irvington.

The PUD ordinance would 
allow denser development of land 
within Irvington on parcels zoned 
R-2 residential and of 20 acres or 
more in size and allowing for the 
addition of 10 acres or more.

It would increase the current 
density of a single residence on 
two acres to five single-family 
homes per acre or 20 townhouses 
per acre. The ordinance would 
require that 30% of the PUD 
land be designated as open for 
common space or recreational 
use. 

CLARAVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
November 13, in the NHS audi-
torium, 201 Academic Lane, 
Claraville. 

The meeting will be preceded 
by a closed session at 5 p.m. on 
personnel, student and legal mat-
ters.

Shauna McCranie and Becky 
Crowther will report on “Focus 
on Students: Port Isobel.” School 
psychologist Amanda Schim-
moller, social worker Jasmine 
Burrell, and school principals 
also will give reports. 

There will be a first reading of 
the professional staff discipline 
regulation.

Michael Ransome will give 
reports on student discipline and 
attendance.

The Agenda
Local Government News

LANCASTER—Due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the Lan-
caster planning commission 
will hold its November meeting 
tonight, November 9, at 7 p.m. 
The meeting will be held at the 
County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road.

A public hearing will be held 
on amendments to Article 14 
of the zoning ordinance, deal-
ing with provisions for appeals. 
Proposed changes include a new 
section allowing the appointment 
of two alternate members to the 
Board of Zoning Appeals.

Other items on the agenda 
include an overview of the com-
mission’s 2017 activities and a 
preview of the year ahead. 

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 
14, at the LCPS Annex, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock. 

Volunteer tutor coordinator 
Sandy Armstrong will report on 
mentoring and tutoring efforts. 
The board also will hear reports 
from all principals: Butch Gross, 
Lancaster High School; Jes-
sica Davis, Lancaster Middle 
School; and Michael Daddario, 
Lancaster Primary School. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Virginia Commission for the 
Arts (VCA) has selected the 
Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts (RFA) to receive 
one of its “50 for 50 Arts 
Inspiration Awards.” 

The VCA chose the RFA 
from over 350 nominees, 
selecting those who are 
today’s leaders and tomor-
row’s visionaries, leading the 
way to a culturally vibrant 
future, reported RFA presi-
dent Peggy Stalnaker.

The 50 Arts Inspirations 
awards were developed by the 
VCA to be its 50th anniver-
sary tribute to 50 programs, 
individuals and organiza-
tions that play a critical role 
in the arts of Virginia. 

The RFA was recognized 
in the category of Bedrock 
Institutions for having been 
in existence for more than 
10 years, demonstrating 
a benefit to the economic 
health and/or tourism in the 
community, exhibiting artis-
tic excellence, celebrating 
diversity and showcasing 
Virginia as a cultural desti-
nation. 

The other award catego-
ries were Exemplary Pro-
grams and Pinnacle Events, 

RFA honored for cultural contributions
by the Virginia Commission for the Arts

Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts past, present and 
future presidents celebrate receiving a “50 for 50 Arts 
Inspiration Award” from the Virginia Commission for the 
Arts. From left are (front row) Jamie Tucker (2018), Peggy 
Stalnaker (2015-2018) and Allen Marple (2004-2008); (next 
row) Bob Denton (2008-2010) and Claudia Calhoun (2010-
2012). Loretta Warren served as president from 2012-2015.

Emerging Artists and Orga-
nizations, Arts Leaders and 
Supporters and Outstanding 
Artists.

“The impressive array of arts 

leaders, arts organizations, pin-
nacle events and artists are a 
testament to the extraordinary 
diversity and vitality of the arts 
in every corner of the state,” 

said VCA chairman Shelley 
Kruger Weisberg.

“The RFA is deeply hon-
ored to continue the excel-
lence which began 32 years 
ago by a small group of 
visionaries — Bill Moore, 
John Binns and Ennols Ste-
phens — to promote the arts 
in the Northern Neck,” said 
Stalnaker.

The On Stage concert 
series, the Arts for Youth 
programs in the schools, and 
community arts promotion 
are cornerstone programs of 
the RFA, enhancing the qual-
ity of life of those who reside 
in the greater Northern Neck 
area, said Stalnaker.

Award recipients were 
honored with other arts lead-
ers in the Commonwealth 
at a special reception for a 
“Celebration of the Arts” last 
month at the Executive Man-
sion with Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe and First Lady Dorothy 
McAuliffe. 

In January, the VCA will 
hold a 50th anniversary pro-
gram at the Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts to officially rec-
ognize the RFA along with 
other arts groups for their 
achievements. 
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Food Samplings from Local Chefs
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SPONSOR

PLATINUM 
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www.tastebythebay.com

WINE, FOOD, ARTS & ALE
5th Annual

NOVEMBER 18, 2017  ~  11:00 AM–5:00 PM
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Iris Treakle, Agent

MIDDLE BAY  
REALTY
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

With the onset of deer-hunting season I 
am thinking of my friend, the late Dan 

Whittaker, who lived at Mila, not far from the 
old steamboat wharf.  He spent his career as 
a carpenter, building, enlarging and remod-
eling many of the houses of Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties. In his spare time 
he and his son, Earl, grew one of the larg-
est vegetable gardens in the Northern Neck 
at what had been his grandfather’s farm near 
Lancaster Courthouse.  

He sold none of his produce, rather enjoy-
ing giving it to both friends and unknowns 
along his way home. Indeed, that is how we 
first met him, when he drove into our drive-
way with the back of his pickup filled to over-
flowing with what he had picked that after-
noon. He unloaded a bushel full of vegetables, 
saying, “The Good Book says to feed the poor 
and here I am.”  In hunting season he was in 
the field, always anxious to get his first deer, 
which he butchered himself and stored in the 
freezer to be available throughout the year.

One year when he was in the woods he came 
across a newborn baby deer whose mother had 

been killed. Knowing that the deer could not 
survive on its own, he brought it home with 
him, thus beginning a saga that lasted several 
years. His real-life “Bambi” was a buck and 
he named him “Man.”

Man became a celebrity in Mila Neck. He 
grew up as a pet, first nursing out of Dan’s 
hand and then being fed as one would feed a 
dog or cat. When Dan approached, Man came 
running, obviously looking for his meal, but 
also eager to express his appreciation and 
affection. He also became friends with Dan’s 

yellow lab, Beige, who was a household pet 
and not a dog who hunted.

As he matured, Man needed space to romp 
in the fields and woods, and in the process to 
meet some attractive does. Dan let him loose 
and he would come back. The game warden, 
did not intervene as long as Man was free to 
go and come as he wished. Ultimately, I sup-
pose he met the doe of his dreams and he left, 
that time not returning. All these years later, 
he remains a part of the lore of the area and 
probably the progenitor of many of the deer at 
play in the fields today.

Up in the village of Wicomico Church, 
the late Genie Forrester raised chickens and 
sold eggs to the local community. He built 
hotel-level accommodations for his hens and 
enclosed a large tract of his back yard for 
their exercise requirements. One year, three 
Canada geese, on their migration, I do not 
know whether north or south, decided to land 
and enjoy some of Genie’s chickens’ corn.  

They found the setting ideal to the extent 
that they decided not to leave. As time passed 
they remained and lived out their lives in 

Genie’s back yard. One had been wounded 
and probably was happy not to have to fly in 
its disabled condition and the other two likely 
decided they knew a good thing when they 
saw it.   

Again the game warden stopped to inspect 
and told Genie they could stay, provided that 
they were not enclosed and could leave when 
they wanted. For their part, the geese never 
wanted to go and were permanent fixtures 
in his pen, next to the road where passersby 
could see them comfortably ensconced. After 
all, why should they have chosen to fly a 
thousand miles competing with others in their 
gaggle for available food, when they could 
get personalized meals served in downtown 
Wicomico Church?  In their behavior pattern 
they confirmed my long held psychoanalyti-
cal observation that geese are highly intelli-
gent animals.

Some might contend that Man and Genie’s 
geese were aberrations in nature. I always 
have thought that they recognized a good deal 
when they saw it, and chose to exercise their 
freedom to stay and enjoy it.

Knowing that the deer could 
not survive on its own, he 
brought it home with him, 
thus beginning a saga that 
lasted several years. His real-
life “Bambi” was a buck and 
he named him “Man.”

Focal Point

West of the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge

Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Norman E. “Pat” Patterson 
passed away October 5, 2016. 
I have put off writing this for 
far too long for fear that I 
could not adequately express 
my gratitude for Pat’s service. 
So, as this Veterans Day nears, 
it is an appropriate time to put 
aside such fears and do my 
best to honor this great veteran 
of ours.

Pat enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and entered active duty 
on July 14, 1943. He was 
assigned to Company A of 
the 533d Engineer Boat and 
Shore Regiment. The 533d 
was commissioned specifically 
for the purpose of conducting 
the amphibious operations that 
would be required to take and 
hold a pathway from the South 
Pacific to Japan.

Pat’s experience on Taylors 
Creek proved influential in his 
selection for assignment as 
an amphibious landing craft 
coxswain. He would drive the 
landing craft that delivered 
troops to the beach. He trained 

Norman E. “Pat” Patterson

A Veterans Day Tribute 
to Norman E. ‘Pat’ Patterson

at Fort Ord in California and 
five months later, on Decem-
ber 21, 1943, he embarked on 
the Troop Transport Ship Cape 
Perpetua in San Francisco en 
route to the South Pacific. On 
January 14, 1944, 23 days 
after leaving San Francisco 
and a month before his 20th 
birthday, he landed in Milne 
Bay, Papua New Guinea. For 
the next two years and 13 days 
he would not see a real bed, 
or shower, or bathroom. He 
would not get a day off and 

he would engage in 
some of the most chal-
lenging amphibious 
assaults of the war. It 
was a perpetual cycle 
of preparation, assault, 
support and relocation.

Pat participated 
in the battles of Bis-
marck Archipelago, 
New Guinea, South 
Philippines Lib-
eration and Luzon. He 
was engaged in the 
operations to position 
forces for an inva-
sion of Japan when 
Japan surrendered in 
September of 1945. 
With the war and the 

amphibious assaults over, Pat’s 
regiment was inactivated and 
Pat was sent home. He arrived 
back in the U.S. on January 3, 
1946, and was transferred to 
Fort Bragg, N.C. for separa-
tion. Upon discharge, he was 
provided $100 in “mustering 
out” pay and $15.20 for travel 
home. He returned home and 
lived a life of service to his 
family, his community and 
his church, always with an 
enduring sense of pride in his 
country.

When I consider what Pat 
endured...what he saw...what 
he accomplished, I am left 
shaking my head. I ponder 
what this world would look 
like if not for the selfless con-
tributions of Patriots like Pat 
Patterson.

At Pat’s graveside, when 
the flag was folded and 
handed to Betty, the honor 
guard uttered these words 
“On behalf of the President 
of the United States, the 
United States Army and a 
grateful nation, please accept 
this flag as a symbol of our 
appreciation of your loved 
one’s honorable and faithful 
service.” The words seem so 
inadequate, particularly when 
honoring someone like Pat, 
but they are also a power-
ful reminder that we should 
express our gratitude for 
those who serve before arriv-
ing at their graveside.

It is my hope that Pat Pat-
terson realized the extent of 
my gratitude for his service 
before he died and that all 
who have served and all who 
serve and fight today know 
that I am profoundly grateful 
for your service.

Saunders is a resident of 
White Stone.

by S.L. “Sandy” Saunders

YOUR LETTERS
Respectable
campaign

While viewing and listen-
ing to the negative campaign 
materials produced by—and 
for—other election contests, 
it is reassuring to know that 
both of the candidates seek-
ing to become Lancaster 
County’s District 1 super-
visor are men of integrity 
with histories of service to 
the community. They differ 
on important issues and they 
have stated their cases.  

I am writing this before the 
election to commend George 
Bott and Jack Larson, both 
willing to serve. The voters 
in District 1 will have had 
the opportunity to choose 
between two highly qualified 
candidates. This is all too 
rare and we are fortunate to 
have candidates of this cali-
ber.  

So congratulations to the 
newly elected supervisor and 
the runner up.   

Mitchell Bober,
Lancaster

PUD could bring 
drastic change

We are writing to call 
Irvington residents’ attention 
to the planning commission’s 
public meeting to review the 
proposed planned unit devel-
opment (PUD) ordinance at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 
14, at the Baptist church in 
Irvington. 

As stated in the public 
notice, this meeting will con-
cern the creation of PUD dis-
tricts in three separate land 
parcels in the town and will 
allow development density of 
20 townhouses or five single 
homes per acre on any qualify-
ing property presently zoned 
R-2 with 20 acres or more. 
R-2 zoning currently restricts 
development to 1 house per 
2-acre lot. 

To put this into perspective, 
under the proposed PUD des-
ignation, a single 20-acre prop-
erty could contain as many as 
240 townhouses or 60 single-
family homes. This is a dras-
tic change in our residential 
zoning ordinances and reflects 
the “new urban village” plan-
ning model so evident in the 
recently adopted 2017 Com-
prehensive Plan for Irvington. 

This plan’s aggressive focus 
on development stands in stark 
contrast to the 2007 Compre-
hensive Plan which empha-
sized the primary importance 
of preserving Irvington’s “his-
toric village” ambiance and the 
rural character of the town. 

The three properties cur-
rently under consideration for 
this new PUD designation are 
Vineyard Meadows, Irvington 
Farms and McGinnis Acreage. 

If Irvington residents have 
any questions or concerns 
about how the proposed PUD 
ordinance would affect the 
unique character and charm 
of our town, we urge them to 
attend the November 14 meet-
ing, ask questions and voice 
their opinions. 

Marsha and Tom Chapman, 
Irvington

The PUDS
are coming! 

Irvington residents take 
notice—without your input, the 
PUDS will definitely come. Hal-
loween is over, but the following 
should scare you enough to attend 
the planning commission’s public 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. November 
14 at the Baptist church in Irving-
ton. 

A PUD, planned unit develop-
ment, would allow much greater 
density in three undeveloped 
properties with over 20 acres: 
The Irvington Vineyard (70 
acres), Irvington Farms (35 acres) 
and the McGinnes property (36 
acres). 

We have an R-2 zoning overlay 
on these properties going back to 
the early 1990s, which requires a 
single family home on a 2-acre 
lot. At that time, PUDs were 
removed from the zoning ordi-
nances because residents wanted 
less density and to stay with tradi-
tional single family homes. 

The new PUD proposal would 
allow five single family homes 
per one-acre lot, or 20 town-
houses per one-acre lot. 

As proposed, a PUD must be at 
least 20 acres in size. But taking 
into account a 30% green space, 
how many townhouses could you 
put into a 70-acre development?

Irvington is a historical rural 
village with a long history and a 
unique past. It is a small, peaceful 
and manageable community, but 
it will not be in the future if PUDs 
are allowed. We are not an “urban 
village” as planners and develop-
ers would like to see us become. 
We are a mature “rural village,” 
in which a recent town-wide 
survey of citizens showed 73% of 
residents do not want more town-
houses or duplexes. 

Social engineering, using 
PUDs as a driving force, should 
not be allowed to invade Irving-
ton. 

Public input is vital because “if 
we receive no written response 
from you and you do not appear 
at the meeting, it shall be deemed 
to indicate you have no objections 
to the proposed PUD ordinance.” 
This is why it is so important you 
contact the town office or attend 
the meeting. 

If this passes into law, it will be 
“open season” for developers and 
that will be a scary thing indeed.

David Cheek, 
Mayor of Irvington, 1988-1992, 

co-trustee of the McGinnes 
Property

Advertisement
prompts concerns
regarding school
facility proposals

A recent political ad in 
the Record read “Why New 
Schools?”  The elections will be 
decided by now, but I’d like to 
call to task points raised in this 
ad. It seems to be the same talk-
ing points being foisted upon us 
the citizens by the “committee.”

Recommended by Citizen 
Committee—who was on this 
committee? Who appointed the 
committee? Were records kept 
for review? When and where 
did they meet? Was there any 
notice published?  I don’t recall 
ever seeing any notice in the 
Record. Would this committee 

be subject to the Freedom of 
Information Act?

Backed by two architec-
tural studies—where did the 
money for these studies come 
from? And how was it appropri-
ated? And certainly—how much 
did they cost?

Approved by the school 
board—what? By who’s author-
ity?

Supported by the board of 
supervisors—to what extent?   

Paid mainly by existing 
taxes—really? $71 million with 
accrued interest over 40 years 
can in no way be paid for with 
existing taxes. Let’s not forget 
this past year’s budget.

Energy efficient new 
schools—how much is it going 
to cost to develop this efficiency? 
How long will it take to realize 
savings? What will be the cost to 
replace it?

Maximize the return on invest-
ment—confused here. What 
return on what investment?

Boost economy—how? 
Schools aren’t job creators. 
Schools don’t generate tax rev-
enue.

Granted we have buildings that 
need serious attention. Spend the 
money necessary to upgrade 
those buildings. The primary 
school comes to mind.  

There is an element that 
believes by building new schools, 
students will learn better. Educa-
tors teach students—not bricks 
and mortar. If people are serious 
about investing in the future of 
the students, then invest it in the 
resources the students, teachers 
and staff need.

Harry Sadler,
Lancaster

A matter of 
interpretation

In the October 26 issue of the 
Rappahannock Record is a letter 
from Rob Wittman in which he 
responded to an earlier letter 
that—according to Wittman—is 
filled with errors.

One item in Wittman’s 
response caught my atten-
tion. Wittman needs to under-
stand something: While we out 
here in the Northern Neck are 
rural, we are not stupid.

Here’s a quote from Witt-
man’s letter: “. . . I do not receive 
campaign contributions from 
(defense contractors). I receive 
contributions from the employees 
working (for defense contrac-
tors) through their political action 
committees.”

Let’s see if I understand this: 
Defense contractors set up politi-
cal action committees—PACs. 
Employees of these defense con-
tractors donate to the PACs, will-
ingly I’m certain, no arm-twist-
ing by their supervisors. Then, 
the defense contractors’ PACs 
contribute to Wittman’s cam-
paign. But he doesn’t accept 
donations from defense contrac-
tors.

 Mr. Wittman, I’m an old sol-
dier with 28 years in uniform. My 
language is, at times, salty and 
inelegant. This is one of those 
times, although, I will clean it up 
a bit: Mr. Wittman, please don’t 
urinate on my boots and tell me 
it’s raining.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville
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There are scores of uncommon 

people at Bank of Lancaster and 

VCB Financial Group. While our bank 

will change its name to Virginia 

Commonwealth Bank later this 

month, our people will not change. 

Once you get to know Eric Nost, a 

wealth management advisor and 

trust officer, you will see that our 

roots in the Northern Neck are as 

solid as an 87-year-old oak tree. 

Raised on the Chesapeake Bay, 

Eric’s nautical roots run deep. His 

grandfather and great-grandfather 

were both ship captains. He served 

in the U.S. Navy as a Supply Corps 

Officer after graduating from VMI.  

Upon completion of his active duty 

service, Eric began his career in 

wealth management in Richmond 

and was a business news reporter 

for WRIC-TV8. However, he missed 

living in the Chesapeake Bay area, 

so Eric moved his young family in 

the early 1990’s to the Northern 

Neck, where his mother lived and his 

step-father and step-brother were 

fish boat captains in the menhaden 

industry. Eric’s wife Margaret began 

working in the local non-profit 

sector and currently serves as the 

regional director of River Counties 

Community Foundation. Their son 

Foster works on the Bay for Norfolk 

Tug Company, and daughter Laura 

is with the Science Museum of 

Virginia. Eric serves on the board 

of the Steamboat Era Museum in 

Irvington along with his sister, and 

is passionate about preserving the 

unique history of the steamboats 

and their impact on the heritage 

and culture of the Bay region.  

 “Helping people manage 
their wealth and reach their 
dreams is my passion.”

Eric Nost

President, VCB Financial Group, Trust 

& Wealth Management

Eric joined Bay Trust, now known as 

VCB Financial Group, after having 

built a large wealth management 

organization in the Richmond 

market area. He is excited to be 

working for a strong, well-known 

financial organization right here 

in the Northern Neck.  “Helping 

people manage their wealth and 

reach their dreams is my passion,”          

Eric says. “The people of the 

Northern Neck are special, and they 

value honesty, trust and a shared 

love of community. This is my home.” 

Supporting Strong Branches  

With seven branches in the Northern 

Neck, Bank of Lancaster makes 

banking easy and convenient. There 

are scores of other uncommon 

people, like Eric, at Bank of 

Lancaster and VCB Financial Group. 

They provide exceptional service, 

optimum return on your investments, 

and an enduring focus on making 

this community a better place.

Want to speak with Eric about your 

trust or wealth management needs? 

Call (804) 435-4188 or e-mail him 
today at eric.nost@vcb.financial. 

the uncommon bank

Visit us at vcb.bank

Strong Roots
— Get to Know Eric Nost

Do you remember?
This 1957 image shows Sullivan’s Inc. in Kilmarnock. The store featured clothing for the entire 
family. It was eventually bought by Southern Department Stores, which also owned Colonial 
Stores. Today the space at 15 North Main Street is occupied by Lewis Trimble Decorative Arts & 
Antiques, reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” 
is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the Novem-

ber 10, 1927, issue of the Rap-
pahannock Record)

Westland
We have had quite a change 

in the weather from the 
summer like days of last week 
to temperatures below freez-
ing, with a plenty of ice this 
Monday morning.

Our fishermen still have 
their nets out but fish are very 
scarce because it is so windy 
that they have not been able to 
fish since last week.

We have had a good seasons 
this year and our corn and 
potato crops are both good.

Mrs. Geo. W. Abrams who 
spent last week with her 
daughters, Mrs. James She-
high of Ditchley and Mrs. Otis 
Crowther of Byrdton, returned 
home Sunday to the pleasure 
of her friends.

Mr. and Mrs. John Thomas 
are receiving congratulations. 
The little one is a boy, born 
October 30.

Miss Betty Alice Rice and 
Mr. Christian New surprised 
their friends by being quietly 
married on October 29 at Lan-
caster by Rev. L. R. Combs.

Mr. and Mrs. Otis Crowther 
and children visited Mrs. Geo. 
W. Abrams on Sunday after-
noon.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Myers 
of Baltimore were recent visi-
tors in the home of Mrs. Jas. P. 
George.

Mr. Geo. W. Self who has 
been visiting relatives in Bal-
timore is expected home on 
Wednesday.

Mr. Tirmadge King of 
Cleveland, Ohio and Mr. Lloyd 

W. King of Annapolis Jet., 
Md., were recent visitors in 
the home of their sister, Mrs. 
D. Yerby.

A number of our people 
attended the Fair at Kilmar-
nock last week and admired 
the variety of beautiful exhib-
its but one cannot help won-
dering why so much gambling 
should be allowed to rob our 
county of money that other-
wise would be better spent.

Ball’s Neck
Quite a number of folks 

from this vicinity attended the 
Kilmarnock Fair last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Silas Whit-
taker and daughter, Gladys, 
motored to Fredericksburg 
recently to visit Miss Lottie 
Whittaker who is attending 
college there.

Miss Genevive Eubank of 
Sampsons Wharf spent from 
Wednesday until Friday of last 
week with her schoolmate, 
Miss Mary Pierce Hudnall.

Miss Gladys Whittaker 
visited her friend, Miss Mabel 
Simmons, of Kilmarnock on 
Friday and Saturday last.

Miss Virginia Christopher 
who has been by the bedside 
of her father, Mr. Addison 
Christopher who has been so 
ill in Baltimore returned home 
on Thursday last. We are glad 
to report that her father is 
doing splendid after two seri-
ous operations.

Mr. Jim Christopher visited 
relatives in Baltimore recently.

Messrs. S. Whittaker and 
H. Blackwell attended a busi-
ness meeting at Heathsville on 
Friday last.

Mrs. Jas. Hudnall of this 

place also Mrs. S. S. Russell 
of Mila were dinner guests 
of the former’s sister, Mrs. 
Hudnall Gill, of Wicomico on 
Tuesday last.

Fleets Bay
Mr. J. W. Edwards and 

family of Regina spent one 
day last week with the gentle-
man’s aunt, Mrs. Virginia 
Shelton.

Mrs. Evelyn Davis and 
daughter, Beatrice, who spent 
the past month with relatives 
here and at White Stone left 
Saturday night via Norfolk for 
their home at Roanoke. Mrs. 
Davis was reared here and 
always finds a royal welcome 
in her old home.

We have been informed that 
most of the fish boats hae have 
cut out.

Pollard Bussells will go 
South as Engineer on the Jos. 
H. Davis for the late fall fish-
ing. Pollard was on the Taft 
boats the past season.

There are some farmers in 
this section who are still seed-
ing rye and there are still some 
late potatoes in the ground 
with the ground frozen and 
good window glass (ice) this 
(Monday) morning, mercury 
down to 30 above.

Rev. Chas. L. Ledford and 
Dr. Lowe will attend the Vir-
ginia Annual Conference in 
Danville this week.   Bro. Led-
ford will be paid his salary in 
full from Lancaster charge this 
year and we are hoping for his 
return to this work.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Thanks to the recent letter 
writer who noted the impor-
tance of the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) Reauthorization last 
week.

 I couldn’t agree more, 
which is why I voted to sup-
port a five-year extension 
of CHIP on Friday through 
the Championing Healthy 
Kids Act. This bill passed 
the House by a vote of 242-
174 and has been sent to the 
Senate. For those who don’t 
know, CHIP provides low-
cost health coverage to chil-
dren in families who earn too 
much money to qualify for 
Medicaid. Although admin-
istered by states, the U.S. 
Department of Health and 

Human Services provides 
matching funds to states for 
this program. 

In addition to a five-
year extension of CHIP, the 
Championing Healthy Kids 
Act provides funding exten-
sions to many important 
public health programs and 
$1 billion for Medicaid pro-
grams in Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands to address 
existing shortfalls. 

I have voted in favor in the 
past for CHIP and the fund-
ing of community health 
centers, as they are critical to 
our children’s health. I have a 
passion for public health that 
dates back to the early 1990s. 
When I was on the board of 
supervisors in Westmoreland 

County, I worked with my 
colleagues to start one of the 
first community health cen-
ters in the First District of 
Virginia. Now there are over 
a dozen throughout the area. 
While back home in the First 
District, I have spent time at 
several of these health care 
centers learning about ways 
that we, on a federal level, 
can support them.

I now urge the Senate to 
act on this legislation, as it 
provides funding certainty 
to millions of children and 
health care providers. Please 
do not hesitate to reach out 
to your U.S. Senators and 
demand action. 

Rep. Rob Wittman,
Montross

YOUR LETTERS
Rep. Wittman supports CHIP

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.
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Strong Roots
and Branches

Because growth is essential
A bank is more than a name. It’s about our people and their dedication to the Northern 

Neck that is as solid as an 87-year-old oak tree. In mid-November, the sign outside “your”              

Bank of Lancaster will read Virginia Commonwealth Bank. Here’s what that means for you:

businesses create new jobs

easier for you

to save and invest

 
Neck for maximum convenience

community initiatives 

the uncommon bank

Kilmarnock Branch
24-Hour ATM
100 S. Main Street 
Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435 -1140

Burgess Branch
24-Hour ATM
15104 Northumberland Hwy.
Burgess, VA 
(804) 453-4754

Member FDIC

Montross Branch
24-Hour ATM
15648 Kings Hwy.
Montross, VA 
(804) 493-8071

Callao Branch
24-Hour ATM
18 Sandy Street
Callao, VA 
(804) 529-6161

Warsaw Branch
24-Hour ATM
4935 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA 
(804) 333-3691

Colonial Beach Branch
24-Hour ATM
680 McKinney Blvd.
Colonial Beach, VA 
(804) 224-0033

White Stone Branch
24-Hour ATM
708 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone, VA 
(804) 435- 0593

For more information about our banking services, call 800-435-1140 or visit VCB.bank


