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Hundreds flocked to Camp Kekoka on the Indian Creek shoreline Saturday for the Kilmarnock 
Irvington White Stone Rotary’s 27th annual Bay Seafood Festival. Patrons enjoyed a variety 
of fresh seafood, dancing to The En’Novation Band, cold beverages, a raffle, silent auction and 

fellowship. Thanking patrons for their support, event chairman Mat Terry noted the festival 
would not be possible without the help of the many volunteers who pitch in to help the Rotary. 
The “Party with a Purpose” raises funds for local charities. More coverage appears on page C10.

After months of hard work and plan-
ning, the Northumberland Public 

Library rolled out its new “Big Blue” 
Tech Mobile last Saturday at the Farm-
er’s Market in Heathsville.

On hand were members of the board 
of trustees, library director Cherie Carl 
and Barbe Bonjour Pike, who made the 
initial donation for the project through 
her foundation named for her husband, 
Otis G. Pike Charitable Trust VIII.

“Without her, there would be no tech 
mobile,” said board member Jim Rus-
sell.

Many in the community took a tour 
of the new vehicle, which will drive to 
neighborhoods to provide an internet 
connection, a copy and fax machine, 
as well as books, books on tape and 
movies for patrons to borrow.

There was a steady flow of curious 
people throughout the morning. Court-
lyn and Headley Bowis, both age 6, 
were two of the first patrons to borrow 
books from the Tech Mobile. Jacob 
Johnson, 7, hung out for a while, sitting 
inside to read Where the Wild Things 

Are and using the iPad to game.
Northumberland residents are asked 

to visit the library, 580-5051, or email 
library@nplva.org, to request a stop in a 
neighborhood.

It’s not hard to see the shiny, big blue 
vehicle sporting a blue crab blowing 
bubbles. But it’s what’s inside that’s so 
spectacular. The interior, designed with 
Tiffany Yachts, is much like the inside of 
one of their handcrafted boats—wooden 
flooring, carpeted seating on the wheel 
wells and boat lighting. At the front desk 
are staff members Joanne Adams and 
Casey Gaskins.

The walls are lined with shelves of 
books and DVDs. At the back is a big 
window and an area to use laptops 
and an iPad. There is plenty of space 
for patrons or to conduct a story time. 
Outside lighting and an awning will be 
added in the coming weeks.

“It’s not as important today for people 
to come to the library as it is for the 
library to come to the people,” said Rus-
sell.

Bonjour Pike called the Tech Mobile 

“extra special” because of the internet 
and other technology it will bring to 
neighborhoods.

“Internet access isn’t good all over 
Northumberland County,” she said, 
adding she hopes people will also read 
more books.

Carl said she is reaching out to the 
community to let the library know 
where the Tech Mobile is needed.

“We want to do it in a thoughtful 
way,” she said.

The library also thanked other com-
munity donors including River Coun-
tries Community Foundation, the Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation, Friends 
of the Library, the Library of Virginia, 
Bruce Craig who traveled “on his own 
dime” to Missouri to do the original test 
drive and Mason Brent who paid for one 
of his employees to drive the vehicle to 
its new home in Heathsville.

Local companies hired to overhaul 
the vehicle included Newsome’s Body 
Shop, Tiffany Yachts, Inc., Silco Truck 
Services, Inc., Baughan Tire & Automo-
tive and Kilmarnock Lettering Co. 

Northumberland Public Library rolls out Tech Mobile

From left are Northumberland Public Library board of trustees treasurer 
Richard Becker, Barbe Bonjour Pike of the Otis G. Pike Charitable Trust 
VIII, director Cherie Carl and board of trustees member Jim Russell.

Study: New Norris Bridge is ‘optimal’ solution
by Audrey Thomasson

FREDERICKSBURG—The Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge is 
among the 40% of America’s 614,387 
bridges that are 50 years or older. In 
fact, the two-mile-long bridge is enter-
ing its seventh decade of connecting 
the Northern Neck and Middle Penin-
sula across the Rappahannock River.

Partial or total replacement of 
the bridge will be extremely costly, 
according to a just-released concept 
study by AECOM Technical Services 
Inc. for the Virginia Department of 
Transportation.

The study developed and evaluated 
seven concepts related to the bridge’s 
future. AECOM presented two super-
structure replacement alternatives as 
being feasible, both of which would 

require bridge closures, ranging from 
15 days to 4 years. A third alternative, 
a completely new bridge, would cost 
$91 million less than one of the super-
structure replacement plans and was 
said to offer “the most optimal balance 
of costs and user impacts during con-
struction.”  

All three plans presented assume 
U.S. Coast Guard approval of nar-
rowing the navigational channel verti-
cal clearance to 75 feet. Without that 
approval, the costs would increase 
some $2 million.

“The scale of a superstructure 

replacement project and lack of func-
tional detour prompted consideration 
of rapid replacement construction 
methods…” but at a much higher cost 
according to the report. 

Plan D1 addresses new methods of 
rapidly replacing existing parts and 
would increase costs significantly 
at $349 million. It would result in a 
bridge closure of 15 days. 

Plan F provides a replacement plan 
using more conventional construction 
methods for the lowest cost at $237 
million. However, conventional con-
struction requires the bridge be closed 

to traffic for the duration of construc-
tion, approximately four years. 

In contrast, Plan 7A provides for 
construction of a new bridge on a 
new alignment some 100 to 200 feet 
upstream of the existing bridge. A new 
bridge would cost $258 million and 
require no closures with a minimum 
impact to traffic compared to the other 
two plans.

In estimating the costs for plans D1 
and F, the study used VDOT’s mini-
mum structure width of 30 feet, curb-
to-curb, in order to save money. That 
represents a gain of seven feet over the 
current curb-to-curb width of 23 feet. 
A new bridge would have a curb-to-
curb width of 32 feet.

“Complete bridge replacement on 
a new upstream alignment results in 
a longer service life with less mainte-

nance costs than the alternatives that 
reuse significant portions of the existing 
substructure with a new replacement 
superstructure,” according to the report.

Steve Bonner of Kilmarnock, orga-
nizer of the group “Replace the Robert 
O. Norris Bridge,” said the report was 
great news for the safety and economy 
of the lower Northern Neck.  

“Before this report, no one knew if 
the superstructure being replaced on 
the bridge was the right way to go or 
total replacement,” said Bonner. “It’s 
a very long process but I am hoping 
Congress will pass an infrastructure 
bill.”

Bonner said his organization has 
worked to make sure the Transporta-
tion Board “knows about us and con-
tinually keeps us in mind when allocat-
ing funds to projects across the state.”

‘Party with a Purpose’ still a crowd pleaser

A new bridge would cost $258 million and require no 
closures with a minimum impact to traffic compared to 
the other two plans.

FREDERICKSBURG—Vehicles 
weighing more than 15 tons are pro-
hibited from crossing the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge over the 
Rappahannock River until further 
notice. The restriction became effec-
tive at noon Wednesday, October 25, 
following recent bridge inspections.

The weight limit is being lowered 
temporarily for an estimated 30 days 
to allow the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) to replace 
two pins in one of the bridge’s spans.

 An annual inspection of the Norris 
Bridge this month identified potential 
abnormalities in two of the bridge’s 

pins, which help to support the bridge 
beams.

Ultrasonic testing is done annually 
on pins associated with the fracture 
critical bridge elements. An abnor-
mality was discovered in two of these 
pins. VDOT has secured a contractor 
using emergency procurement meth-

ods to rapidly replace the two pins.
“The bridge remains safe for 

travel,” said Annette Adams, P.E., 
VDOT Fredericksburg District struc-
ture and bridge engineer. “We are 
temporarily restricting heavier-weight 
vehicles, such as tractor-trailers, from 
crossing the bridge until two new 

pins are installed to reduce the stress 
on the bridge. We regret the incon-
venience and delays this detour will 
cause for residents and businesses on 
the Northern Neck and Middle Penin-
sula. We are evaluating all options to 

Temporary weight limit will be enforced at Norris Bridge

TEMPORARY, continued on page A2
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schedule and announce dates 
for the pin replacement as soon 
as possible.”

 The posting should not 
affect most passenger vehi-
cles, ambulances and school 
buses. Heavier-weight vehi-
cles and overloaded vehicles 
such as tractor-trailers will not 
be permitted to cross Norris 
Bridge until the weight post-
ing is removed. Travelers 
should consult their vehicle 
registration card to check the 

KILMARNOCK—Three 
board members of the Boys & 
Girls Club of the Northern Neck 
(BGCNN) recently received 
awards from the Virginia/D.C. 
Area Council.

“I have been involved with the 
Boys & Girls Club of America 
for 37 years and I have never 
before seen a club receive mul-
tiple awards at an Area Council 
meeting,” said BGCA regional 
service director Chet Nichols.

“The bedrock of any solid 
Boys & Girls Club begins with 
board leadership. These awards 
show just how strong the board 
of the BGCNN is and that they 
continue to be headed in a good 
direction,” said Nichols. 

The awards were presented at 
the annual Virginia/D.C. Area 
Council session held September 
27-29 in Roanoke, said BGCNN 
executive director Phillip Mum-
ford. Area Councils provide an 
opportunity for securing and 
maintaining the interest and 
active participation of board vol-
unteers in national and regional 
Boys & Girls Club affairs and 
are a forum for fellowship and 
networking.

“This year three of our board 
members were recognized for 
their passion and dedication,” 
said Mumford. 

“Karla Beale, who currently 
serves as our board secretary, 
was honored with the Beverly 
Burton New Board Member 
of the Year Award, which is 
awarded to committed and 
enthusiastic board members 
with less than three years of ser-
vice,” he said.

 “Karla has been a vital and 
dynamic board and executive 
committee member. She has 
worked tirelessly, shared her 
insights, taken on a variety of 
duties and inspired us when 
we’ve encountered challenges 
through her own hard work,” 
said BGCNN board president 
Donna Anderson. 

Beale works at Chesapeake 
Wealth Management as a per-
sonal trust administrator and 
has been a member of the board 
since 2015. 

“Karla is committed to our 
community, working with the 
Boys & Girls Club and her 
church, and she has a true pas-
sion for helping the youth of our 
community head off in the right 
direction,” said Chesapeake 
Wealth Management senior vice 
president Jean Light.

“The Bud Porter Passion 
Award, which honors individu-
als who are dedicated to promot-
ing the principles of the Boys 
& Girls Club movement, was 
awarded this year to Ed Fueh-
rer,” said Mumford. “Ed is one 
of our founding board members 
and was our board president for 
six years during which time he 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervisors 
will conduct a public hearing 
tonight, October 26, on a pro-
posed amendment to the capi-
tal improvement budget (CIB).

Supervisors will meet at 7 
p.m. at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

If approved, the amendment 
would move $2 million from the 
CIB for fiscal year 2019 to fiscal 
year 2018, for the purpose of con-
structing an emergency medical 
services/emergency operations 
center. 

The center has been the focus 
of community debate mostly 
because of the cost involved, 

which originally exceeded $3.1 
million. Supervisors agreed to 
reduce the building’s footprint 
and build the facility on county 
land next to the courthouse. The 
changes resulted in an estimated 
savings of $1 million. However, 
some citizens believe the cost is 
still excessive since the facility 
will house only two employees 
on a daily basis.

During emergency weather 
events, however, the build-
ing will become the operations 
center for the entire county, 
according to EMS chief Terry 
McGregor. Therefore, it must 
accommodate personnel from all 
departments and offer overnight 
accommodations. Also adding 
to the expense is federally man-
dated structural requirements for 

emergency operations centers 
in order to withstand hurricane-
force winds. 

Meanwhile, the county is 
seeking sealed bids for the con-
struction of the new facility. 
As advertised the bids will be 
received until 2 p.m. November 
20 at the offices of the project 
architect, Guernsey Tingle, 4350 
New Town Avenue, Suite 101, 
Williamsburg; at which time 
they will be opened and read 
aloud.  The EMS department 
has been temporarily housed 
in the former Family Maternity 
Center of the Northern Neck, 
11540 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster. However, the building was 
recently sold and is being rented 
to the county until another facil-
ity is built.

Temporary weight limit on bridge
continued from page A1

maximum gross weight of 
their vehicle which includes 
the weight of the vehicle and 
manufacturer’s recommended 
load carried.  

Detour signs and mes-
sage boards were deployed to 
guide heavier weight vehicles 
through the 85-mile detour 
route to cross the Rappah-
annock River at the Down-
ing Bridge on Route 360 at 
Tappahannock. The Norris 
Bridge carries Route 3 traf-
fic across the Rappahannock 
River between Lancaster and 
Middlesex counties.

VDOT is coordinating with 
Virginia State Police and the 
Virginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles to enforce the 15-ton 
weight posting at the bridge 
until the pins are replaced.

 The affected pins are in the 
bridge’s dual girder section, 
between the center spans and 
the bridge approach in Mid-
dlesex County.

 An average of 8,208 vehi-
cles cross Norris Bridge each 
day on weekdays, and an aver-

age of 6,326 vehicles cross the 
bridge each day on weekends, 
according to a 2017 traffic 
count.

 Pin replacement
When the pins are ready to be 

replaced, VDOT anticipates an 
overnight bridge closure will be 
needed for two evenings.

 VDOT will announce these 
dates in advance to notify 
travelers and will coordinate 
this work zone with emer-
gency service providers in the 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula.

Painting project
 An ongoing maintenance 

project to paint the three 
center spans of the Norris 
Bridge will continue to pro-
ceed. All painting equipment, 
platforms, materials and 
vehicles fall below the 15-ton 
weight limit.

 Temporary traffic signals 
will continue to control one-
way, alternating traffic at the 
center spans of the Norris 
Bridge.

From left are Chet Nichols, Donna Anderson, Karla Beale, Ed Feuhrer and Phillip Mumford. 

Boys & Girls Club of the Northern
Neck board members are recognized

grew community support and 
expanded our services. He has 
been truly instrumental to the 
success of our club.” 

“This award emphasizes Area 
Council involvement and Ed, as 
VA/DC Area Council president, 
has really stepped up to the plate 
in leading this council through a 
challenging period of transition. 
We are grateful to BGCNN for 
sharing Ed’s skill and passion 
with us,” said National Area 
Council committee member 
Kate Zirkle.

“Our board president Donna 
Anderson was awarded Board 
Member of the Year,” said Mum-
ford. “Donna took the helm 
during a challenging time at 
our club and her leadership has 
enabled us to regroup, build 
the public trust, attract new and 
dynamic board members and 
grow our financial security.” 

“Donna Anderson leads by 
example and understands that 
investing in today’s youth pays 
dividends that enrich the future 
for our common good. How 
fortunate we are that Donna has 
enthusiastically embraced this 
worthy calling,” said founding 
board member and advisory 
council member Julien Patter-
son. 

“Donna has invested her time, 
her resources and her connec-
tions to make our Boys & Girls 
Club a safe, educational and 
fun place for local youth. In 
my opinion, she is an angel for 
our club, caring for it, watching 
over it and nurturing it. She has 
a quiet demeanor about her but 
she is a powerful force,” said 
Virginia Commonwealth Bank 
senior vice president and con-
sumer education director Hazel 
Farmer.

BGCNN received these 
awards from a field of 19 tradi-
tional organizations ranging in 
size from a single club serving 
100 youth members to umbrella 
groups made up of 15 club sites 
serving more than 5,000 youth 
members. Overall, these 19 
organizations manage more than 
90 club sites throughout Virginia 
and D.C., said Mumford.

Hearing set on proposal to shift
capital funding for EMS facility

by Audrey Thomasson

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commis-
sion will hold a public hearing 
at its next meeting November 
16 regarding regulations for 
electrical substations in the 
county zoning ordinance. 

Northern Neck Electric 
Cooperative (NNEC) has plans 
to build an additional electri-
cal substation near Avalon. The 
new substation would relieve 
congestion at other substations 
in the county and add capacity 
and contingency in Northum-
berland’s power supply needs, 
said lead engineer Scott Smith 
at the commission meeting 
October 19. 

The need was identified in 
2003 when NNEC completed 
a 20-year long range plan, said 
Smith. 

According to Virginia Code, 
a substation is defined as an 
electrical installation contain-
ing generating or power conver-
sion equipment and associated 
electric equipment and parts, 
such as switchboards, switches, 
wiring, fuses, circuit breakers, 
compensators and transformers. 

At the September meeting, 
commission member Patrick 
O’Brien moved to propose 
adoption of the State Code defi-
nition of a substation and com-
mission member Albert Penley 
seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously, 
10-0, with support from Chris 
Cralle, Alfred Fisher, Ed King, 
Richard Haynie, Garfield 
Parker, Heidi Wilkins, Welling-
ton Shirley Jr. and Charles Wil-
liams. 

The commission also in Sep-
tember unanimously agreed 
to propose that electrical sub-
stations be allowed by right in 

agricultural (A-1), conserva-
tion (C-1) and industrial (M-1) 
districts and by conditional use 
permit in residential general 
(R-1), residential waterfront, 
(R-2), residential restricted 
(R-3) and historical site (H-1) 
districts. 

The planning commission 
must present its recommen-
dations to county supervisors 
who are responsible for final 
approval. 

King questioned Smith on a 
substation’s protection against 
cyber attacks. Smith said NNEC 
performs routine penetration 
tests against their password pro-
tected equipment and the last 
test was unable to get past the 
firewall system in place. 
Solar farms 

The planners also continued 
their discussion on solar farms. 

Smith said anyone who wants 
to establish a solar farm through 
a utility has to go through a pro-
cess that is regulated by the state. 

In September, O’Brien sug-
gested a less-restrictive ordi-
nance for Northumberland 
County will send a signal that 
the locality is open for business 
and is flexible to the needs of 
an electric generating company. 
Based on the geographic loca-
tion between Richmond and 
Washington, D.C., that could be 
very good for the county’s econ-
omy, he said. 

However, if the county 
requires conditional use permits 
for solar farms, everyone would 
have a chance to give their opin-
ion and every proposal would be 
judged by its own merits, said 
Shirley.

Commission members have 
yet to reach a consensus on the 
appropriate zoning for solar 
farms. The discussion will con-
tinue in January 2018.

Northumberland sets
planning commission
hearing November 16
on electrical substations

by Madison White Franks

HURRY! Tickets are selling fast!

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUTSOLD OUT

By Rebecca Feldman, Jay Reiss 
William Finn and Rachael Sheinkin

Directed by Robin Blake

This production contains adult language.

November 3-4, 10-11 & 16, 17 & 18
7:00 p.m. Social Hour  |  8:00 p.m. Curtain

November 5 & 12 
MatinEe

2:00 p.m. Social Hour  |  3:00 p.m. Curtain

The Lancaster Playhouse in White Stone
RESERVATIONS:  

435-3776 or LANCASTERPLAYERS.ORG
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MIGRATE HERE,

SOAR.

and we’ll help your 
favorite nonprofit 

Open a checking account at Chesapeake Bank, and we’ll 
give $100 to your favorite Northern Neck nonprofit.*
At Chesapeake Bank, we’ve been serving the Northern Neck since 1900 – so we know the importance of 

giving back. Right now, we’re proving it with this special offer. Here’s how it works. 

1 Stop by any Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch.

2 Open a new checking account. 

3 We’ll give $100 to the nonprofit of your choice. 

It’s that simple. Because at Chesapeake Bank, we’ve made it easy to switch. And easy to give. Stop by  

your nearest Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch for additional information, or give us a call.
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Irvington, Virginia 22480
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Lively, Virginia 22507
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Main Office

97 North Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
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Join us for The D  gbone’s

2 pm to 4 pm

Door 
Prizes

Prizes 
Awarded

Judging at 3:00

Play by the 
Rules.  

All dogs must  
be leashed.

Costume Contest

238 N. Main St., Kilmarnock
804-435-3026

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Northern Neck-Middlesex Free 
Health Clinic (NNMFHC) 
recently was recognized for its 
role in dispensing approximately 
$9,505,049 in free prescription 
medication for low-income, 
uninsured patients through par-
ticipation with the statewide Rx 
Partnership (RxP).

For more than 12 years, RxP, 
a public/private partnership, has 
led the effort to increase access 
to free prescription medications 
for Virginia’s eligible uninsured 
through free clinic partners 
throughout the state.

“Changes in health care and 
prescription medication avail-
ability are hard to keep up with 
in today’s environment,” said 
Michelle Taylor, RxP’s director 
of affiliate services. “The dedi-
cation and determination of the 
pharmacy staff at Virginia’s free 
clinics brings medication within 
reach to the most vulnerable in 
Virginia. If it were not for these 
individuals who put together 
pieces of an ever-changing 
puzzle every day, RxP would not 
be as successful as it is.”

The NNMFHC began par-
ticipating as an RxP Affiliate in 
2004. 

“To keep our pharmacy open 
these relationships are crucial 
and these medications save lives,” 

From left are Northern Neck-Middlesex Free Health Clinic pharmacist Britney Dedmond, 
pharmacy technician Jenny Martin, pharmacy coordinator Angie Rich, RxP director Michelle 
Taylor and executive director Jeannie Nelson.

Clinic is recognized for dispensing
$9.5 million worth of free medications

said NNMFHC executive direc-
tor Jean Nelson, who has chaired 
the RxP affiliate committee for 
the past four years. “It is powerful 
and impactful to see what non-
profits can do working together.” 

The NNMFHC Pharmacy has 
dispensed 60,052 RxP medica-
tions since 2004. Through RxP, 
patients have access to free pre-
scription medications that treat 
a variety of chronic conditions 
and the prescriptions can also be 
filled immediately, avoiding the 
2-4 week wait that is common to 

individual patient assistance pro-
grams.

The NNMFHC received 
its certificate of recognition at 
the RxP 12th annual Affiliate 
Roundtable on October 18 at 
the offices of the Medical Soci-
ety of Virginia in Richmond. 
The roundtable training brings 
together representatives from free 
clinics across the state to network 
with colleagues, trade best prac-
tices and learn about pharmacy 
regulations and updates in order 
to best serve patients.

WHITE STONE—A man 
working on the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge on Saturday, 
October 21, suffered non-life 
threatening injuries when he fell 
30 feet from above the bridge 
deck onto a secondary painting 
platform.

The unidentified man was 
an employee of M & J Painting 
Company, the contractor painting 
the bridge. The incident occurred 
about 2 p.m., stopping traffic 
on the bridge for about an hour, 
according to Virginia Department 
of Transportation communica-
tions manager Kelly Hannon. 

“The individual was taken to a 
local hospital first, but was flown 
to VCU Medical Center in Rich-
mond where he was treated and 
has since been released,” Hannon 
said on Monday.

“Fall protection gear is 
required to be worn by individu-
als painting the bridge” she said. 
However, Hannon could not say 
whether the employee was in 
compliance. “We are still investi-
gating the incident.” 

While VDOT offered a finan-
cial incentive to complete the 
painting project by January 2018, 
the contractor is not expected to 
finish until next June, which is 
in accordance with the contract, 
said Hannon.

Worker survives 
30-foot fall on 
Norris Bridge

by Audrey Thomasson

■ Show raffle
The Lancaster County Vir-

ginia Education Foundation 
(LCVEF) is raffling tickets 
to “Broadway in Richmond” 
plays. The plays are “The 
Sound of Music,” “Finding 
Neverland,” “Cabaret,” “Dirty 
Dancing” and “Rent 20th 
Anniversary Tour.”

Tickets are $10 each, three 
for $20, or 15 for $100. The 
tickets are available at various 
business, from LCVEF board 
members or 438-6604.

NEWS 
BREAK
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We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

 Or visit us at: www.deedavidandco.com

We Specialize in Designing

 and Remodeling Kitchens, 

Bathrooms, Laundry Rooms, 

Outdoor Kitchens and more!

Call to schedule an in-home consultation
or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.

–804-724-0829–
info@deedavidandco.com

Saturday, October 28, 2017
Start Time: 11:00 AM 

Parade Route:
Northumberland YMCA to Northumberland County New Courthouse

Lineup begins at 10:00 AM at Northumberland YMCA

Participants are needed!!!
For details contact:

First Baptist Church Office (804)-580-4912
Gerald Howard (804) 580-4829
Todd Thomas (804) 580-4600

Reception following parade at First Baptist Church pavilion!

“TO GOD BE THE GLORY”

FBC Community and  
NHS Homecoming Parade

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported charges against eight 
individuals.
Felonies

Destiny L. Taylor, 19, of Pinck-
ardsville Road was charged Octo-
ber 17 with assault and battery, 
assault and battery on a family 
member, and felonious assault.

Cherry A. Waller, 27, no 
address given, was arrested for 
felonious assault.
Misdemeanors

A Jesse duPont Memorial 
Highway man, 45, was charged 
October 18 by Northumberland 
authorities for contempt of Lan-
caster General District Court.

A Chase Street man, 29, was 
charged October 20 with posses-
sion of marijuana.

A Levelgreen Road man, 34, 
was charged October 20 with 
contributing to the delinquency 
of a minor and grand larceny, 
both in a KPD case.

A Nuttsville Road man, 32, 
was charged October 21 with 
contempt of court.

A Millenbeck Road man, 38, 
was charged October 21 with 
abduction, domestic assault and 
battery, and unlawful damage to 
telephone line.

A Rappahannock Drive man, 
41, was charged October 22 DUI 
and reckless driving.
Activity Report

October 16: Staff attempted 
to locate a reported reckless 
driver in the Lively-River Road 
area, responded to Cedar Lane 
on a social media post about a 
person intending to harm him/
herself, with Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a shots 
fired call in the area of Third 
Avenue, and to a deer strike inci-
dent near Chinns Mill.

October 17: Staff notified 
Richmond County authorities of 
a reported reckless driver from 
Lively towards Chinns Mill as 
no Lancaster unit was in posi-
tion to attempt to intercept, and 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff’s Office (NCSO) of an E911 
disconnect call that originated in 
the 9000 block of Jesse duPont 
Memorial Highway, responded 
to a destruction of property com-
plaint on Pohickory Lane (no 
criminal incident), to Weems in 
an attempt to locate a reported 
suicidal person, finding him/
her after 1 hour 20 minutes and 
determining the person was not 
a danger to him/herself or others, 
and to a possible prowler com-
plaint in the 400 block of Ocran 
Road, received a walk-in com-
plaint of a residential burglary in 
the 500 block of Mary Ball Road 
(no criminal incident involved), 
and received an assault by threat 
complaint from a resident in the 
5700 block of White Chapel 
Road. 

October 18: Staff responded 
with KPD to a domestic distur-
bance on East Church Street, 
destroyed an injured game animal 
in the 4800 block of Windmill 
Point Road, received a sexual 
assault report from a Kilmar-
nock area resident (investigation 
determined the incident occurred 
in Northumberland County, the 
investigation information was for-
warded to NCSO), and a sexual 
assault report (investigation found 
that the incident occurred in Mar-
tinsville, authorities there were 
provided with a copy of the Lan-
caster investigation), and received 
a walk-in complaint of fraud (no 
financial loss reported). 

October 19: Staff checked 
on the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (neighbor advised 
that the person was hospitalized), 
and responded to Levelgreen 
Road on a resident’s request for 
assistance with a lock.

October 20: Staff investi-
gated a suspicious vehicle parked 
in the 400 block of North Main 
Street (driver waiting to meet a 
worker from a local business), 
and an abandoned vehicle on 
Regina Road (owner arrived, dis-
abled vehicle, tow service was en 
route), checked on the well-being 
of a Shore Drive resident at the 
request of an out-of-town family 
member (no emergency services 
needed), transferred to Northum-
berland authorities a caller who 
needed to report a stolen vehicle 
(incident occurred on Remo 
Road), responded to a reported 
game animal carcass being a 
traffic hazard on Weems Road, 
to an E911 disconnect call from 
Winona Drive (no emergency ser-
vices needed), to Loblolly Road 
on a report of a possible mental 
health emergency (no emergency 
services needed), to a destruction 
of property and juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on Robinson 
Road, with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a single-vehicle traffic 
crash on Lara Road (road closed 
for approximately 45 minutes), to 
a two-vehicle traffic crash near 
Mary Ball and Pinckardsville 
roads, to a suspicious person 
complaint near Oyster Way, to 
a trespass complaint on Green-
wood Court, and to a disturbance 
call on Davis Mill Road (subjects 
gone on arrival), and attempted 
to intercept a reported reckless 
driver in the White Stone area.

October 21: Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance on Mil-
lenbeck Road, to a minor single-
vehicle traffic crash at Mary Ball 
and Merry Point roads (VDOT 
was notified to repair downed 
stop sign), to Morattico Road on 
an excess speed complaint, with 
VSP to assist Northumberland 
authorities with a disturbance 
call, possible firearm involved, in 
the 2900 block of Browns Store 
Road (landlord/tenant incident), 
and to a reckless driving com-
plaint on Devils Bottom Road, 
received a motorist’s report of 
a reckless driver in the White 
Stone area (no unit in position to 
attempt to intercept), and a com-
plaint of juveniles knocking on 
doors in the neighborhood then 
running away, notified Richmond 
County authorities of a downed 
tree blocking Lara Road near the 
old landfill site, and received a 
walk-in complaint involving the 
recovery of property. 

October 22: Staff responded 
to the Lively-Chinns Mill area 
to attempt to intercept a reported 
reckless driver, received a report 
of the theft of firearms from the 
2500 block of Irvington Road (two 
Smith & Wesson pistols, $1,280 
loss), responded with KPD to 
assist Northumberland authorities 
with the arrest of a wanted person 
on Southport Lane, to the Weems 
area on a complaint of person 
beeping the horn when passing the 
complainant’s son’s home, and to a 
possible mental health emergency 
in the 2800 block of Lara Road 
(EMS placed on standby), and 
removed heavy debris causing a 
traffic hazard on Mary Ball Road 
near Norris Pond.

October 23: Staff notified 
VDOT of game animal carcass 
blocking a driveway on Morat-
tico Road (VDOT advised 
removal will be done in 1-3 
days, depending upon work-
load), checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program partici-
pant after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), 
responded to an unattended 
death on Cypress Lane (medi-
cal examiner’s office determined 
natural death), to a man with a 
gun call on Regina Road (no 
firearm involved, protective 
order issued), and to a domestic 
disturbance on West Point Road.

Staff also conducted 15 traffic 
stops, issued nine summonses, 
assisted three motorists, recorded 
eight deer strike accidents, han-
dled six calls for traffic control, 
investigated two building alarms, 
logged three inmate transports, 
received eight E911 hang-up 
calls and fielded two calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a 
smoke/fire alarm in the 2200 
block of Mosquito Point Road, 
fire training in the 100 block of 
Ocran Road, to establish a med-
evac landing zone near the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge, 
and with Kilmarnock VFD to a 
vehicle fire on Mary Ball Road.

Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash on 
South Main Street—cancelled 
by KPD, a traffic crash near 
Mary Ball and Pinckardsville 
roads, and a propane gas leak 
on Akins Lane.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a vehicle fire in the 
8600 block Courthouse Road—
no fire involved, a traffic crash on 
Lara Road, and a combine fire in 
the 600 block of Miskimon Road.
EMS calls

For the week of October 15 
through 21, the Kilmarnock-
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Rescue Squad and Lancaster 
County Emergency Services 
responded to 41 calls for service 
including 21 medical emergen-
cies, nine injuries, a traffic acci-
dent and 10 other calls.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 
against nine individuals.
Felonies

Carlos A. Liverpool, 37, of 
Burgess was charged October 
17 with grand larceny, forgery 
and uttering—all Westmoreland 
County papers served by NCSO. 
He also was charged October 17 
with six counts of grand larceny, 
three counts of petit larceny, third 
plus offense, nine counts of forg-
ery and nine counts of uttering—
all Essex County papers served 
by NCSO.

Kelvin Delwood Muse, 54, of 
Callao was charged October 19 
with two counts of failing to reg-
ister as a sex offender.

Charles Lamont Williams, 48, 
of Kilmarnock was charged Octo-
ber 22 with selling/distribution of 
marijuana, altering or removing 
numbers on a firearm and carry-
ing a concealed weapon. He also 
was charged with failing to wear 
a face shield on a motorcycle and 
failing to secure a license plate on 
a vehicle.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 52, was 
charged October 12 with hit and 
run.

A Heathsville man, 38, was 
charged October 15 with being 
drunk in public.

A Heathsville woman, 37, was 
charged October 16 with assault 
and battery.

A Burgess man, 37, was 
charged October 17 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
issued from the Northumberland 
County General District Court 
for failing to obey a court order.

A Heathsville man, 45, was 
charged October 18 with a capias/
attachment of the body for failing 
to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court on 
the original charge driving sus-
pended.

A Heathsville man, 29, was 
charged October 22 with a capias/
attachment of the body for failing 
to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court. 
He was served by the Essex 
County Sheriff’s Office.

WEEMS—John Randolph 
Hooper, 31, of Richmond has 
been charged with failing to 
promptly report an August 
boating accident that resulted 
in the death of Graham McCor-
mick of Atlanta, according to 
Lancaster County Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie. 

McCormick, 31, formerly of 
Richmond, was found August 
11 floating in Carter Creek 
near the end of Weems Road. 
According to the sheriff ’s 
department, he had been visit-
ing Hooper and other friends 
in Irvington and was reported 
missing that morning.

A report from the state med-
ical examiner this week noted 
the official cause of McCor-
mick’s death was drowning 
with blunt force trauma as a 
contributing factor, reported 
Major William Webb with the 
Lancaster Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment. The manner of death is 
still undetermined, he said. 

Although the state medi-
cal examiner initially ruled 
McCormick’s death an acci-
dental drowning, the sher-
iff ’s department investiga-
tion uncovered that it was the 
result of a boating accident. 
McCormick had cuts on his 

head when he was pulled 
from the water and Maj. 
Webb reported several weeks 
ago that a Boston Whaler 
owned by Randolph’s father, 
Gary Hooper, showed signs 
of a boating accident.

McCormick’s body was 
found floating two miles from 
where he was reported miss-
ing in Irvington. The sheriff ’s 
department concluded the 
boat had struck a bulkhead 
and McCormick died as a 
result of the accident. 

The investigation has not 
yet revealed who was driving 
the boat. However, J. Hooper 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Authorities say drowning with blunt force trauma
contributed to death of man found in Carter Creek

was charged with a misde-
meanor October 5 for failing 
to report the accident. The 
investigation is ongoing.

■ Band raffle
The Lancaster Band Boost-

ers is conducting a raffle to raise 
funds to help send the LHS Red 
Devils Marching Band to the 
2017 Taxslayer Bowl game, 
December 30, in Jacksonville, 
Fla. The prize is a rustic wooden 
American flag handcrafted by 
Kevin Powell of American Heir-
loom Woodworks.

The drawing will be held at the 
Lancaster Middle School Band’s 
winter concert at 7 p.m. Decem-
ber 18 at the LMS Theater, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock. Tick-
ets are $1 each, or six for $5. To 
purchase concert or raffle tickets, 
contact Donna McGrath at 438-
5803, or dmcgrath64@gmail.
com.

NEWS 
BREAK

Northern Neck 
 Hardware

Welcomes 

J.D. POWER
Thursday, November 2nd  

from 10am to 1pm

96 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

804-435-1242

REGISTER TO WIN A CRAFTSMAN 6 DRAWER  
ROLLING TOOLBOX VALUED AT $159.99

FREE HOT DOGS & DRINKS FROM 11AM TO 1PM

ONE DAY ONLY TAKE 11% off 
Regularly Priced Merchandise 

(Thursday, November 2 – some exclusions apply)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND THROUGH 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH TAKE UP TO 

50% off Select Fall Merchandise 
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LANCASTER—Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III presided over 
the following cases in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on October 
20.

Joshua Tyler Williams, 21, of 
Mathews entered a guilty plea 
to stealing a homeowner’s wallet 
while working construction at an 
Irvington residence and making 
over $2,500 in purchases on a 
stolen credit card.

He admitted to felony credit 
card fraud and larceny, but 
objected to a charge of felony 
receiving goods for those pur-
chases. Defense attorney Carl 
Failmezger claimed Williams 
received the online purchases at 
his home in Mathews County and 
not in Lancaster. 

Judge Taliaferro ruled against 
Failmezger’s motion to dismiss 
the charge of receiving stollen 
goods. The action nullified a 
plea agreement worked out with 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Jan 
Smith.

Failmezger requested a pre-
sentence report. Sentencing 
will take place on January 26. 

Jerrick Deion Saunders of 
Weems was denied bond while 
awaiting trial on probation viola-
tions on felony and misdemeanor 
convictions. He was granted a 
one-day furlough to attend his 
cousin’s funeral.

Sharon Kay Pelkey of Weems 
is charged with probation viola-
tions on nine felony convictions. 
Her case was set for trial on Janu-
ary 26.

Antonio Darrell Tiggle of Lan-
caster had a charge of felony pos-
session of a controlled substance 
dismissed after an annual review 
and completion of community 
service. 

The case against Terrence 
Marcel Clarke of Kilmarnock on 
charges of selling a Schedule I/II 
controlled substance was taken 
under advisement for a year. He 
pled guilty to obstruction of jus-
tice and was given a 12-month 
sentence, all suspended minus 
46 days served, for videotap-
ing police evidence of the drug 
transaction and posting it online. 
His sentence included 100 hours 
of community service, driver’s 
license suspended for six months, 
completion of a drug program 
and restitution of $100 to Virginia 
State Police (VSP), plus court 
costs. Review was set for October 
26, 2018.

The case against S. Annette 
Chewning of Weems on charges 
of selling Schedule I/II drugs was 
continued to December 15 after 
defense attorney Patrick O’Brien 
filed a motion to be released 
from the case. Judge Taliaferro 
appointed attorney Elizabeth 
Hurd to represent Chewning.

The trial of Cintez Carneal 
Gibson of Lancaster was contin-
ued to December 15 on a motion 
by defense.

Matthew Tony Rasmussen of 
Kilmarnock entered a plea of 
guilty to an amended charge of 
misdemeanor DWI, first offense. 
He was sentenced to 60 days, all 
suspended, ordered to pay $250 
in fines and court costs of $266. 
His operating license was sus-
pended for one year and he was 
placed on two years’ supervised 
probation. A second charge of 
reckless driving was nolle pro-
sequi.

John Maurice Thomas of Lan-
caster entered a plea of guilty 
to an amended charge of arson, 
assault and battery of a family 
member and misdemeanor 
destruction of property. He was 
sentenced to a total of 12 years 
with 10 suspended, two years of 
supervised probation and ordered 
to pay court costs of $970 and a 
$500 fine, with $250 suspended. 
Thomas also was given two years 
supervised probation and ordered 
to seek treatment for drug/alco-
hol abuse. 

The trial of Keywon Maquee 
Gaskins of Kilmarnock, charged 
with felony distribution of a 
controlled substance and misde-
meanor distribution of marijuana, 
was set for December 15.

Damien T. Dandridge of Lan-
caster entered a plea of guilty 
to an amended charge of felony 
petit grand larceny. He was sen-
tenced to 60 days, all suspended, 
given two years unsupervised 
probation, ordered to pay resti-
tution of $174 to VSP and court 
costs of $883. A second charge 
of felony sale of marijuana was 
nolle prosequi.

Deandre Lucas of Lottsburg 

had misdemeanor charges of 
possession and sale of marijuana 
nolle prosequi.

Keith Charles Richardson of 
Kilmarnock entered a plea of 
guilty to misdemeanor posses-
sion of marijuana. He was sen-
tenced to 30 days, all suspended, 
two years unsupervised proba-
tion, six month restricted driver’s 
license and $250 fine. A second 
charge of misdemeanor distribu-
tion of marijuana was nolle pro-
sequi.

Linnell Sylvester Burrell Jr. of 
Weems entered a plea of guilty to 
DWI, first offense. He was sen-
tenced to 60 days, all suspended, 
one year restricted license, two 
years unsupervised probation, 
pay $541 in court costs and $250 
fine, and ordered to attend a sub-
stance abuse program. A second 
charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance was nolle pro-
sequi.

Thomas Earl Kelly Jr. with-
drew his appeal on an assault 
and battery conviction in General 
District Court from September 
12. He was sentenced to serve 30 
days in jail and ordered to take 
an anger management class and 
enter a drug abuse program. He 
also received one year unsuper-
vised probation and was ordered 
to pay a $250 fine and court costs 
of $286.

LANCASTER COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

RRecord.com
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This winter… 
Let us be your pride and joy’s home 

away from home 
Conveniently located on the Eastern 

Branch of Carters Creek 
 Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage 

50-ton travel lift and 
9 feet at mean low water 

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

96 Seafood Lane in Irvington 
(804) 438-5563 

A Full Service Boatyard No weight 
or size limit

Growing Oysters for a Cleaner Bay!

At the TOGA tent you will be able to get one on one attention for 
your oyster gardening questions, best practices  or concerns, plus 
see demonstrations on “Oyster Shucking” and “How to build your 
own cages”.  There will be oyster seed both diploid and triploid along 
with various TOGA built cages, apparel and accessories for sale.

The event will include different choices of raw and cooked 
bivalves from the a local grower Great Wicomico Oyster Co. and 

For the full vineyard experience people will be able to visit 
the comfortable Good Luck wine tasting bar and lounge where 
knowledgeable and friendly servers will keep pace with any crowd.  
Favorite bottles can be brought out unto the large covered veranda 
with many tables overlooking the fair fun. The public is invited to join 
in on this festive activity.

WINE & OYSTER FAIR 
OCTOBER 28, 2017  11AM - 4PM

1025 Good Luck Road, Kilmarnock, VA

FREE ADMISSION

Our team of financial experts will be here ready 
to assist you with any questions you may have.

 • Personal banking solutions

 • Commercial financing services

 • Retirement planning insight 1.804.435.1626

MEMBER FDIC  |   bankatunion.com

Join us for Community Day! 
White Stone Branch, 485 Chesapeake Drive 

Friday, November 3rd, 11:00AM – 1:00PM

FOOD!   FUN!   PRIZES!

24/7 CARE
HERE FOR YOU

What Matters to You?

Every Minute 

In an emergency, minutes matter.  

In fact, every second counts.

LIVING OUR MISSION OF CARING FOR OTHERS AS WE WOULD CARE FOR THOSE  
WE LOVE, SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 40 YEARS.

7519 Hospital Drive  |  Gloucester, VA 
804-693-8800

whatmattersisYOU.com  |   

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
annual Freedom Fund Ban-
quet, sponsored by the Lan-
caster County NAACP, was 
held October 8 at Palestine 
Lodge #100, 1434 Goodluck 
Road, Kilmarnock.

Ida Coleman LaRhue 
orchestrated the program as 
toast mistress, reported presi-
dent Lloyd Hill. Madison Boyd 
offered an invocation, followed 
by a welcome from Hill.

Lillie Boyd introduced the 
keynote preacher, Ulysses 
Turner, pastor of Beulah Bap-
tist Church.

The soloist for the event was 
DaQuan Boyd, who sang “A 
Change is Going to Come” and 
“What More Can I Ask You to 
Do?”

The highlight of the evening 
was recognizing the 2017 hon-
orees including Lillie Boyd, 
Melvin Gregory III, Carolyn 
and William Hines, MacArthur 
Howard, Mildred Reid, Alice 
Rich, William C. Smith and 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Brookvale High School Class of 
1967 held its 50th reunion Octo-
ber 7 at Anna’s Pizza in Kilmar-
nock.

What a milestone event to see 
former classmates and meet new 
acquaintances, reported Sandra 
Gaskins Smyre.

The event opened with a wel-
come by class president Lloyd 
Coleman. A mix-match meet and 
greet took place, followed by a 
moment of silence remembering 
11 classmates that have passed.

A memorial poem, “Memo-
ries” was read by Gloria Lee 
Kenner, followed by a period of 
reminiscing.

Dr. Elton Smith was the prin-
cipal at the time. He was remem-

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervisors 
will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, Octo-
ber 26, at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Supervisors will recognize the 
public service of Joseph E. Curry 
and Katie Y. Chewning. 

Public hearings will address:

the capital improvement budget 
to move $2 million from fiscal 

year 2019 to fiscal year 2018 
to build an emergency medical 
services/emergency operations 
center. 

the zoning ordinance regarding 
enforcement, amendments, and 
administration and interpretation.

exception from James and Eliza-
beth Stanley to expand an exist-
ing non-conforming structure at 
2011 Mosquito Point Road.

From left are speaker Ulysses Turner; Aneesha White, subbing for Andrea White; William 
Smith, Mildred Reid, Lillie Boyd, Melvin Gregory III and Rev. Linwood Blizzard, subbing for Mr. 
and Mrs. William Hines.

Several community members are
honored at Freedom Fund Banquet

From left are Lloyd Hill and Sandra Gaskins Smyre.

Alice Rich

Ida Coleman LaRhue

DaQuan Boyd

Andrea White.
Sandra Gaskins Smyre was 

also recognized for her 45 
years of teaching in the Lan-
caster County School System.

Ida Coleman LaRhue was 
presented flowers and an 
NAACP Chronology Book.

Deacon Michael Logan 

blessed the food. The ban-
quet was catered and the hall 
decorated by Fabulous Events, 
Michael and Tracey Lee, 
owners.

The event concluded with 
the singing of “We Shall 
Overcome.” Proceeds benefit 
NAACP scholarships.

Brookvale High School Class of 1967 holds reunion
bered for his keys jingling as a 
warning as he checked the hall-
ways.

Deacon Horace Tiggle pro-
vided the prayer and blessing of 
the food.

Following the meal, closing 
remarks were offered by Cole-

man and Smyre. 
Everyone left with love, peace 

and happiness promising to keep 
in touch, said Smyre. 

The finale including the sign-
ing of the alma matter and prayer 
by Veselia Brown wood.

The planning committee 

included Coleman, Smyre, Hilda 
Boyd Taylor, Gloria Lee Kenner, 
Rudolph Kenner, George Epps 
and Lewis Conway.

The Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library Fall 50/50 
Raffle is underway. Tickets are 
$5 each or $20 for five. The goal 
is to sell 500 tickets. A drawing 
will be held at the “Shuckin’ and 
Jivin’ on the Lancaster Green” 
Oyster Roast November 11 at 
Mary Ball Washington Museum 
& Library, 8346 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Tickets for the Oyster Roast 
and Fall 50/50 Raffle can be pur-
chased at www.mkt.com/mary-
ball, 462-7280, or at the museum 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays. Raffle tick-
ets also are available from any 
board member, H.W. Scott, Jane 
and Page Henley, Mike Osteen, 
B.H. Hubbard, Butch Jenkins, 
Anita Tadlock, Betty Pettyjohn, 
Ammon Dunton, Lex Forrester, 
or Carolyn Cook.

■ Poll rides
A ride to the polls on Elec-

tion Day, November 7, is one 
phone call away. Call 480-9047 
to ask an Indivisible volunteer 
for a lift to the polling location 
and home again.

The Agenda
Local Government News

NEWS 
BREAK

■ 50/50 raffle

Rappahannock 

Record

Deadlines

Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

Classified Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON

News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

ALL SEASONS
Exterior House Cleaning

On-Site Removal of Algae, Fungus,  
Mold, and Mildew.

Specializing in removing black stains on roofs,  
brick, siding, walkways, decks, docks,  

and corrugated driveways. 
Call today to schedule a consultation  

with our master technicians:
804.436.7288
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There are scores of uncommon 

bankers at Bank of Lancaster. 

While our bank will change its 

name to Virginia Commonwealth 

Bank in mid-November, our bankers 

won’t change. So, getting to know 

Megan George and others like 

her demonstrates that our roots 

in the Northern Neck are as solid 

as an 87-year-old oak tree. 

Megan’s fondest memory as a 

child is being on the water with her 

father, a waterman. To this day, she 

loves being on the Rappahannock 

on a leisurely summer afternoon. 

You’ve met her at the many bank-

sponsored events or have seen 

her and husband, Bobby, around 

the town’s restaurants and shops.

Born and raised in Kilmarnock, her 

love for the Northern Neck is endless. 

She went to Lancaster High and 

even before she graduated from 

Rappahannock Community College, 

she had found a home at Bank of 

Lancaster. Megan started here as 

a teller, then became a customer 

service representative, and now 

serves as manager of our White Stone 

and Hartfield branches. In a few short 

weeks, she will become manager of 

our Kilmarnock branch. 

“I will be able to walk to work in my 

own hometown. That’s very satisfying,” 

Megan says. “Yet, the best part of my 

day is when I work with one of our 

customers. Making sure that we have 

met their needs and made them a 

little happier is what I really enjoy.”

Supporting Strong Branches 

With seven branches in the Northern 

Neck, Bank of Lancaster makes 

banking easy and convenient.   There 

are scores of other uncommon 

bankers, like Megan, at Bank of 

Lancaster. They assure you of 

exceptional service, optimum 

return on your investments, and 

an enduring focus on making our 

community a better place.

Want to speak with Megan about your 

banking needs? 

Call (804) 435-4185 or e-mail her at 

megan.george@vcb.bank.

the uncommon bank

Visit us at vcb.bank

Strong Roots
— Get to Know Megan George  

“There is something 
more genuine and kind 
about the people here 
in the Northern Neck.”

Megan George 

White Stone & Hartfield                

Branch Manager

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

ELECT
CAROLYN YOUNG

District 5 School Board
I Believe Together We CAN

 Raise the achievement bar

 Build career and technical facilities  
   within the walls of our schools

 Emphasize school pride  
  and ownership
PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY FRIENDS OF CAROLYN YOUNG

LANCASTER—Carl E. Fail-
mezger qualified as a candidate 
on the November 7 ballot for 
Lancaster school board in Dis-
trict 1. 

Failmezger has been a licensed 
Virginia attorney practicing law 
in Lancaster County since 1992 
and was the Lancaster Magis-
trate from 2011-2016. He pre-
viously represented District 1 
on the school board from 2006-
2011, until he was required to 
resign because of a conflict with 
his appointment to the judiciary. 
While on the school board, Fail-
mezger worked well with Jack 
Larson, he said. 

Failmezger is a Supreme Court 
certified Guardian Ad Litem, 
representing troubled juveniles in 
distress. 

Failmezger is a cub scout 
leader with Pack 222 in Lively, 
YMCA soccer and basketball 
coach, and a mentor at the Boys 
and Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck in Kilmarnock, where he 
also teaches chess and actively 
encourages underprivileged chil-
dren to perform better in school 
with STAR readers, A team 
(math), and SOL programs, he 
said. 

Failmezger said the school 
building replacement is the most 
important issue facing the com-
munity. He favors replacing only 
the outdated primary school, 
however his opinion may be 
moot, since the Lancaster school 
board has already voted in favor 
of the $71 million appropriation 
for new schools. This school 
decision will be in the hands of 

Grocery-spree winner
P. D. O’Keefe of Reedville claimed first place in the Chesapeake 
Academy Community Oyster Roast raffle. He won a $750 gift 
certificate to Tri-Star Supermarket in Kilmarnock. From left 
are head of school Julianne Keesee and O’Keefe.

Philanthropy exercise
The River Counties Community Foundation (RCCF) recently 
conducted a raffle to encourage people to focus on the 
importance of local philanthropy. More than 100 people 
entered the drawing. The winner, Pattie Hope, chose the 
Foundation for Historic Christ Church and Museum to receive 
a $500 grant. From left are RCCF chairman Bill Vose, Hope, 
and Historic Christ Church and Museum executive director 
Doug Walker.

Failmezger seeks school 
board seat in District 1

the Lancaster board of supervi-
sors, he said. 

Failmezger said he prefers 
instead to use the community’s 
funds to build an auditorium at 
LHS and raise Lancaster’s teacher 
salary scale. He said teacher 
evaluations should identify the 
best teachers and their practices 
for acclamation, so new, younger 
teachers can follow these best 
examples. 

Failmezger suggests that chil-
dren should not be promoted to 
fourth grade until they can read. 
From K to 3, children learn to 
read; from fourth grade on, chil-
dren read to learn. Non-readers 
are frustrated by school and 
become discipline problems, he 
said. 

Failmezger wants to re-insti-
tute a chess club at both LMS 
and LHS. He also wants to see 
the middle school science fair 
returned. 

Failmezger wants to institute 
an honor code at both LMS and 
LHS. Teaching honesty and 
morality is priceless but without 
cost, he said. 

Failmezger’s son is an LHS 
student on the “A” honor roll.

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext.  13

WHY
ADVERTISE?

Congratulations,  
Damier Smith, the winner 
of our 2017 Rapphannock 

Record KVFD Fire Chief  
for a Day contest!Damier Smith
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In April and for the second year in a row, as I 
have mentioned previously, I fell for Mike’s 

promotional pitch at Farm and Home and 
bought a 50-pound bag of Start-and-Grow, 
which purchase entitled me to six baby chicks 
for free.

How could I say no? 
My Good Wife was extraordinarily tolerant, 

and accepted them into the house, granted in 
the old utility room, inasmuch as the weather 
was too cold for them outside. She was over-
joyed when they were able to move to their 
permanent outdoor quarters.

The chicks, all hens, are Rhode Island 
Reds, a breed I never had until last year. Of 
that crop, two died in infancy, and four have 
survived, producing eggs, but with somewhat 
unpleasant personalities. I do not know if 
such behavior is characteristic of the breed, 
but they are not, shall we say, friendly. This 
year all six chicks have thrived, and as I like 
to remind my Good Wife, we have not bought 
eggs in months, although we do have some 
slackers, which I as yet have not been able to 
identify. 

We have a large and spacious coup where 
the chickens are free to roam at will. I have 
observed that last year’s brood will have noth-
ing to do with this year’s arrivals. They roost 
separately, eat competitively as all chickens 
do, and have been most unwelcoming to the 
new flock.

Of the newbies, one chick has been par-
ticularly attentive. I readily recognize her 
by the pale feathering around her neck. She 

enjoys personal treatment, and for six months 
now has received her food individually. Two 
other intelligent pullets have taken note, and 
adapted their behavior accordingly, joining 
her for hand-feeding. As they have matured 
I have had to give up on letting them eat out 
of my hand literally, beaks do develop, and 
at present hold the scoop for their meals in 
their former crate, now elevated on saw-
horses. When my arm becomes tired, I pour 
the remaining feed into a pan for them, and 
they enjoy scratching it with the excess fall-
ing to the less personable ones below.

My special pet comes to watch me feeding 
the antique, or should I say “vintage”?, goat, 
always interested to learn what other species 
like and do not like. For instance, the chickens 
get used eggshells and leftover dairy products, 
whereas the goat being a vegetarian, benefits 
from broccoli stems, carrot and parsnip tops 
and excess lettuce leaves, although some of 
the latter go to the chickens as well. The pet 
and her two recent dining partners find com-
fort in being stroked while they are eating. 

A chicken’s favorite food is an egg, which 

ours receive only when I accidentally drop 
one in the coup, at which time they swarm 
like bees to get as big a share as possible. 
Chickens are insular animals; ours seem com-
pletely happy being in the coup, uncaged and 
free from the worry of the outside world. 

One evening last week we saw a fox that 
had been killed by a car about a quarter of a 
mile down from our farm, not that the chick-
ens knew about it, but they enjoy the sense of 
security that the pen affords. When we bring 
them grass cuttings, they delight in scratch-
ing through them searching for bugs, usually 
a futile task, but if it makes them happy, so 
be it.

Last year’s crop now produce large brown 
eggs, but are lacking in the more anthropo-
morphic characteristics of this year’s recent 
arrivals. My Good Wife has concocted some 
delicious configurations with the eggs, and as 
the new ones have begun laying, we expect 
more of the same. I am confident that she 
realizes that giving up a small part of the util-
ity room for a brief period is bringing us a 
rich reward.

This year all six chicks 
have thrived, and as I like 
to remind my Good Wife, 
we have not bought eggs 
in months, although we do 
have some slackers, which I 
as yet have not been able to 
identify. 

Focal Point

Eagles near Senior Creek off the Corrotoman River watch each other’s back.

Photo by Peggy McKim

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS
An Advocate for
the Northern Neck 

On November 7, the citi-
zens of the 99th District have 
the opportunity to vote for 
Del. Margaret Bevans Ran-
sone to continue as our del-
egate and as the advocate for 
the Northern Neck in Rich-
mond. 

Del. Ransone was born 
and raised in the area. She 
and her family continue to 
work, live and attend school 
in the Northern Neck. She 
and her family are involved 
in their church and schools 
right here in the area. 

Because of living here her 
entire life she has a genuine 
concern for the people of the 
Northern Neck. She is well 
aware of the issues and prob-
lems that the people face. 
She knows and demonstrates 
great concern for the young, 
old, watermen, farmers, 
small business owners, fami-
lies and even those who are 
only here part time to enjoy 
our area. 

Del. Ransone has earned 
the “Champion of Regula-
tory Reform” award and 
“A” rating from the Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce. Del. 
Ransone understands the 
impact of small, privately-
owned businesses in our 
community. In Richmond she 
works for policies to support 
these small businesses. 

Del. Ransone supports our 
traditional values. She has 
received a “100%” rating 
from the family foundation 
for protecting our family 
values and always defends 
the right to life. 

Del. Ransone supports the 
rights of gun owners, hunt-
ers and sportsmen. She has 
earned an “A” rating from 
the National Rifle Associa-
tion and fights for our rights 
guaranteed by the Virginia 
and U.S. Constitutions.

Del. Ransone has been 
supportive of legislation that 
supports our veterans here in 
Virginia. She has met with 
and spoke with veteran orga-
nizations and is attentive to 
their needs and concerns. 
She has supported legislation 
for the expansion of Veterans 
Care Centers, to increase 
Veterans Claims processors 
and support to the Virginia 
War Memorial. 

Del. Ransone is always 
willing to listen and address 
questions and concerns 
whenever she is contacted. 
She has spoken to our com-
mittee and other organiza-
tions in the Northern Neck 
to provide updates and status 
on issues and the effect of 
the legislation on the North-
ern Neck. 

I urge voters throughout 
the 99th District to vote for 
Margaret Bevans Ransone on 
November 7. 

John Huber, chairman, 
Northumberland County Repub-

lican Committee, Lottsburg 

Bott: Conservative
and intelligent

For years, board of super-
visors candidate George Bott 
has attended virtually every 
public meeting of the school 
board and board of supervi-
sors as a concerned private 
citizen. His dedication to 
the county is an inspiration 

and just the kind of involved 
leadership we need. He is 
f inancially conservative and 
thoroughly studies the issues 
affecting our region.

It’s easy to pretend to be 
a financial conservative by 
saying “no” to any spending. 
It is harder to do what George 
does. He devotes time to 
understanding an issue 
before making recommenda-
tions and his careful analysis 
will save taxpayer money 
over the long run while also 
preparing the county to meet 
its challenges.

Schools are one such 
issue. I recently worked 
with George on the school 
board’s facilities committee, 
focusing on making recom-
mendations for future school 
improvements. I assumed 
George was going to be anti-
spending. But once the com-
mittee got educated on the 
facts and held public meet-
ings, George agreed with 
the fuller committee that 
new schools are an essen-
tial investment in the future. 
George more than any other 
member of the commit-
tee researched the financial 
implications to ensure the 
recommendations were the 
best for our taxpayers.

As a businessman in this 
community I want leaders 
who can improve our econ-
omy. I urge the voters of 
District 1 to help us all by 
voting for George Bott for 
supervisor. He has proven to 
have the right blend of finan-
cial conservatism and intel-
ligence we need. 

Jimmie Carter,
White Stone 

YOUR LETTERS
Margaret Ransone
understands needs
of Northern Neck

Over the past couple of 
weeks, I have received many 
unwanted and misleading cam-
paign flyers in my mailbox 
from Del. Margaret Ransone’s 
Democrat opponent. The flyers 
seem to distort Margaret’s 
positive governing record into 
a false and deceptive narrative 
with the tagline “helping her-
self, hurting families.” 

This is untrue and is nothing 
more than dirty, Washington, 
D.C.-style politics that have 
no place here in the Northern 
Neck.

This is the overwhelming 
sentiment in my discussions 
with residents throughout our 
region and across the political 
spectrum.

As a business owner here in 
Kilmarnock, I know Margaret 
Ransone is the only option to 
continue representing us in 
Richmond. She is hardworking, 
genuine, honest and truly cares 
about our community. She is 
widely respected in Richmond 
and throughout our community 
on many issues including agri-
culture, business, government 
reform, fishing and forestry. 
She opposes increased taxes on 
our hardworking families.

Margaret Ransone is a life-
long resident of the Northern 
Neck who truly understands 
the needs and issues that are 
important to our region. I hope 
you will join me in voting for 
Margaret Ransone on Novem-
ber 7.

Jackie Barrack,
Lancaster

Vote for Edwards
I have serious concerns 

about Margaret Ransone’s abil-
ity and will to represent her 
constituents. She and her sub-
committee in the House buried 
two resolutions to present bills 
aimed at redistricting reform to 
the voters in 2018.

Gerrymandering is a major 
problem in Virginia and reform 
has been endorsed on a bipar-
tisan basis. Apparently Ms. 
Ransone has no problems with 
gerrymandering.

A recent letter chided criti-
cism of her no-shows at can-
didate forums. I find it very 
troubling that she has never 
appeared at a forum, never 
responded to invitations to 
participate and on at least one 
occasion returned an invitation 
unopened. What is she afraid 
of?

Although the delegate 
expresses concern for her con-
stituents she has repeatedly 
voted against Medicaid expan-
sion, a program which would 
have assisted our neediest citi-
zens.

Francis Edwards offers a 
breath of fresh air to Dis-
trict 99. He has been in favor 
of Medicaid expansion and 
all efforts to provide quality 
health care for all. His wide 
business experience will help 
grow the economy by working 
to provide broadband access 
to all as well as strengthening 

our schools. He stands against 
fracking, which can threaten 
health and water industries 
through water contamination.

Due to travel plans I have 
proudly cast my absentee 
ballot for Francis Edwards. I 
urge others to vote for him as 
well.

Tanya Bohlke,
White Stone

Freedom to question
Del. Margaret Bevans Ran-

sone’s supporters are at it again. 
Anyone who disagrees with, or 
questions Ransone is part of 
“the radical left echo cham-
bers.” If you are a member of 
an “Indivisible” group you are 
“radical.” 

The most egregious of the 
hyperbolic supporters of Ran-
sone has, in the past, erro-
neously and falsely accused 
anyone who dares write a letter 
questioning Del. Ransone 
of engaging in “slander.” He 
means “libel,” but apparently 
doesn’t know the difference in 
the meaning of the words. 

The frenzied Ransone sup-
porters appear to be so void 
of substance that they resort 
to name calling, labeling those 
questioning her “radical left-
ies” and saying if they had paid 
attention they would know “she 
attended an astounding number 
of community of events per 
week.” Well, where was she 
when the NAACP invited her 
to a candidates’ forum? She 
didn’t show. Where was she 
when “Indivisible” groups 
invited her to speak? She didn’t 
show. 

It is telling that Democrat 
candidates accept invitations 
to Tea Party forums, but Del. 
Ransone declined NAACP or 
Indivisible invitations. 

We need someone in Rich-
mond who will represent 
the entire 99th District—not 
just Dominion Power and the 
Bevans Oyster Company. In 
the wake of Charlottesville, 
elected Virginia officials, 
including Del. Ransone, need 
to engage in the healing pro-
cess and meet with all constitu-
ents. Sadly, Del. Ransone pre-
fers to hide from anyone who 
might ask her pointed ques-
tions. The optics of Ransone’s 
no-shows are terrible.

Now might be a good time 
for Ransone and her supporters 
to take a refresher course in the 
Constitution. Has anyone told 
the Ransone supporters about 
the First Amendment allowing 
all citizens’ freedom of speech 
as well as the freedom to ques-
tion elected officials? I guess 
not.

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Young: Quality
of experience 

The voters in District 5 are 
indeed fortunate to have two 
excellent candidates for school 
board. Margaret Socey has 
worked tirelessly for 25 years 
tutoring and mentoring stu-
dents, arranging school trips 
and finding funding for school 
enhancements not provided for 
in school budgets. 

Carolyn Young has done 
many of the same things during 
the 14 years she and her retired 
naval officer husband have 
lived here. I believe Carolyn 
has a distinct edge in this elec-
tion because of the quality of 
her experience in two key areas: 
19 years as a teacher at both the 
high school and college levels 
and the variety of her teaching 
experiences as she taught at her 
husband’s postings in the U.S. 
and abroad. While tutoring is 
a critical part of the learning 
process for many, teaching 
is the bedrock function of a 
school system and the focus of 
most of the critical decisions a 
school board must make. 

At the candidates forum I 
attended, Carolyn talked about 
teaching in a relatively poor 
school system in Europe where 
they inexpensively exposed 
their students to some of the 
best teachers in the world by 
using computers and the inter-
net. She mentioned another 
system where they worked to 
lessen the “prestige problem” 
almost invariably associated 
with dual academic/technical 
programs by making it possible 
for students in either program 
to take courses in the other pro-
gram. 

Based on the quality and 
variety of her teaching experi-
ence, her exposure and recep-
tiveness to new techniques and 
programs, and her obvious 
enthusiasm for upgrading the 
educational experience for our 
children, Carolyn Young gets 
my vote for school board. 

Dave Chupp, 
Weems

Student supports
Margaret Socey

I am writing to share some 
words of support for Mrs. 
Margaret Socey and her cam-
paign for the school board.

Mrs. Socey has made a 
personal impact on my career 
as a student along with many 
other students. Beginning in 
primary school, Mrs. Socey 
worked to send my entire 
third-grade class to Wash-
ington, D.C., along with 
all third graders every year 
since. 

She also took time to vol-
unteer years ago to introduce 
Spanish to a group of stu-
dents at Lancaster Primary 
School and that was my first 
introduction to a foreign 
language. She has worked 
to provide so many oppor-
tunities to students in this 
county through the Lancaster 
County Virginia Education 
Foundation to include fully 
funded field trips, enrich-
ment opportunities, hands on 
learning materials and much, 
much more.

I believe that someone 
who has been invested to this 
extent in the students of Lan-
caster schools and has shown 
a dedication that is remark-
able would always have stu-
dents on the forefront of all 
decisions.

Madison Davis,
LHS student,

Kilmarnock
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Strong Roots
and Branches

Because growth is essential
A bank is more than a name. It’s about our people and their dedication to the Northern 

Neck that is as solid as an 87-year-old oak tree. In mid-November, the sign outside “your”              

Bank of Lancaster will read Virginia Commonwealth Bank. Here’s what that means for you:

businesses create new jobs

easier for you

to save and invest

 
Neck for maximum convenience

community initiatives 

the uncommon bank

Kilmarnock Branch
24-Hour ATM
100 S. Main Street 
Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435 -1140

Burgess Branch
24-Hour ATM
15104 Northumberland Hwy.
Burgess, VA 
(804) 453-4754

Member FDIC

Montross Branch
24-Hour ATM
15648 Kings Hwy.
Montross, VA 
(804) 493-8071

Callao Branch
24-Hour ATM
18 Sandy Street
Callao, VA 
(804) 529-6161

Warsaw Branch
24-Hour ATM
4935 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA 
(804) 333-3691

Colonial Beach Branch
24-Hour ATM
680 McKinney Blvd.
Colonial Beach, VA 
(804) 224-0033

White Stone Branch
24-Hour ATM
708 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone, VA 
(804) 435- 0593

For more information about our banking services, call 800-435-1140 or visit VCB.bank
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PSYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES  
& SELF-HYPNOSIS TRAINING

for Adults Abused as Children
Trauma Recovery
and for those in 

Recovery from Addictive Relationships  
involving

Substances (e.g., opiates & alcohol) and

Behaviors (e.g., gambling, pornography & rage)

ajb@oysterpointpsychological.com

804-435-6777

Andrew J. Billups, PsyD
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

YOUR LETTERS

Do you remember?
Henrietta Hall, born in Kilmarnock, married the Rev. J. Lewis 
Shuck and eventually became the first American woman 
missionary to China. She was born on October 28, 1817, 
and died on November 27, 1844, in Hong Kong, where she 
is buried. The Kilmarnock Museum is celebrating her 200th 
birthday with an exhibit of her life, reported president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the October 20, 1927, issue of the Rappahan-

nock Record)

Irvington
Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Rowe motored to Richmond Saturday. They 

took with them Alfred Lokey, who is still receiving medical treat-
ment in that city.

Mrs. Hall Pugh spent Saturday in Richmond.
Miss Maria Brewington, who for several weeks has been St. 

Luke’s Hospital, Richmond, where she underwent an operation, 
returned home Sunday.

Miss Alma Haydon spent the past week-end with her parents.
Miss Marian Lokey spent the past week-end in Sharps with 

friends, motoring from there to Richmond to see “Ben Hur” 
played.

Mrs. Griff Garner and mother, Mrs. Edwards, both of Balti-
more, are visiting Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Garner.

Miss Roberta Messick has recently been employed by the Lan-
caster National Bank.

Messrs. Ikey Hudson and V. O. Wiley motored to Fredericks-
burg Sunday.

Mr. Frank G. Newbill spent a few days last week in Middlesex 
and Richmond.

Mr. W. I. Clements of Norfolk was here for a few days. He 
returned Monday taking with him his wife and children who have 
been the guests of Mrs. V. A. Messick.

Miss Margaret Dix, Mrs. G. H. Bowers and Stonewall Dix, all 
of Norfolk and Mr. Billy Dix of New York City, were here last 
week, called to the bedside of their mother.

Mrs. Sadie Bobbitt and little daughter of Richmond returned 
home Saturday.

The Light Plant is making great progress. They have employed 
quite a number of men from this and surrounding towns and from 
all indications we will have our lights soon.

The family of the late Mrs. T. J. Dix, Sr., would like to express 
their deep appreciation for the many kindnesses shown them by 
their friends in their great sorrow.

Mrs. Harold H. Addenbrook of Norfolk and Mrs. John R. 
Bobbitt of Richmond and Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Daley of Baltimore 
attended the funeral of the late Mrs. T. J. Dix.

Fleets Bay
Mrs. Evelyn Davis and daughter, Miss Beatrice, of North Caro-

lina, spent a part of last week with Mrs. Davis’ sister, Mrs. C. P. 
Bussells here. They came up last week and will spend most of 
their time with Mrs. Davis’ sister, Mrs. Shelton at White Stone 
while Capt. Charlie is sick. We are sorry to note that Capt. Char-
lie does not improve as rapidly as we could wish.

The Chinese Junk came up to Kilmarnock Wharf Saturday and 
remained until this Monday morning. It is a curiosity.

Brother Eddie Coppedge, one of our most progressive farmers, 
purchased a tractor  and saw rig last week and will soon be cut-
ting up on people’s wood piles.

Rev. C. L. Ledford was calling on some of the members of his 
flock in this neck one afternoon last week. Brother Ledford con-
ducted revival services at Rehoboth last week where much inter-
est was shown.

The writer of these notes received much attention and many 
expressions of sympathy during the period of his suffering from 
his fall from the hay wagon for which we thank all our friends.   
Though still suffering we are glad to state we are improving.

Weems
 Mrs. G. R. Hutchings entertained at a card party Tuesday eve-

ning Mrs. P. Bittner and daughter, Miss Pearl, Mrs. Kate Heiber, 
Mrs. A. M. Long and two sons, Lyttleton and Edwin.

Mrs. L. T. Buck left Tuesday for an extended visit to relatives 
and friends in Baltimore.

Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Harding, Mesdames Ernest Webb and Ira 
Webb motored to Richmond Wednesday to do some shopping 
returning the same day.

Mrs. Kate Heiber left for her home in Baltimore Friday, after a 
very pleasant visit in the home of her cousin, Mrs. P. Bittner.

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert George spent Sunday with the latter’s 
mother at Ottoman.

Mr. Virgil Jones has purchased a Chevrolet coach from Palmer 
& Moore, Irvington.

Mr. Albert Daniel, Mrs. J. M. Bussells, Mrs. Luther Headley 
and Mrs. H. C. Daniel motored to Richmond Monday.

Mr. James Wharton has returned from his trip in New York and 
Baltimore. His many friends are glad to see him in town again.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum and Library)

Support for 
Carolyn Young

I first met Carolyn six 
years ago when we served 
together as founding directors 
of The Link. I was impressed 
by her buoyant spirit, com-
passion for people and love of 
education.

Over the years, she has 
proven to be a strong commu-
nity supporter, an active church 
member and a dedicated tutor 
in our schools. 

She has much to offer and I 
believe she will be be a valu-
able member of the school 
board. 

Thomas Coye,
Irvington

Performance
over promises

Francis Edwards claims 
a successful career as chief 
executive officer of a German 
cable company. Indeed it was 
successful, creating 2,400 jobs 
and a 50% market share for 
German mail-order companies. 
And indeed, this is a ringing 
endorsement for Del. Margaret 
Ransone.

QVC Germany was modeled 
10 years after the successful 
creation of QVC in America 
by Joseph Segel. Earlier, Segal 
had been appointed to the UN 
General Assembly by Gerald 
Ford and served under Henry 
Kissinger. Mr. Segal has proven 
many times what Republican 
principles and private capital 
can accomplish. 

Mr. Edwards has offered few, 
if any, plans to accomplish his 
goals to move the Common-
wealth forward but it can be 
presumed his ideas mirror those 
of his fellow Democrats. These 
ideas always involve using 
government as a redistribu-
tion system of existing wealth, 
never creating wealth. A bal-
looning government ultimately 
stagnates and then consumes 
the economy. Look at the recent 
history of the Soviet Union, 
Venezuela or Cuba. Depending 
on the state does not end well.

Del. Ransone knows which 
policies contribute to the 
growth of our economy. She has 
learned this from actually man-
aging a local company during 
these difficult times. She also 
fights for these ideas in Rich-
mond. Solving problems by 
taking from one group to give 
to another is not the answer. She 
knows that more government is 
the wrong solution. 

George Washington said 
that, “government is like fire, 
a dangerous servant and a fear-
ful master.” Del. Ransone also 
recognizes the role of govern-
ment and its limitations. This is 
a delicate balance but not all see 
this danger. Ransone’s record 
proves she does.

 Evaluating future perfor-
mance can be judged best by 
proven leadership, not prom-
ises. This is why Margaret Ran-
sone has demonstrated that she 
is the best choice as delegate 
from our district.

Dee Meredith,
Callao

Edwards for all
Tired of being taken for 

granted and ignored?  On 
November 7, vote for Francis 
Edwards, the only candidate 
for delegate who will listen and 
respond to the needs of all the 
people of the Northern Neck, 
not just those with money, con-
nections and influence.  

David Evans,
Lancaster

Fearmongering
won’t win vote

The blatant and shameful 
fearmongering in the televi-
sion advertisements by Ed 
Gillespie, John Adams and 
the National Rifle Associa-
tion should be deplored by 
every citizen of Virginia. 

They are shameful because 
the claims they make are 
untrue. Political advertise-
ments should be required to 
tell the truth.

These politicians come to 
us with their hands stained 
with the blood of children, 
young people and police 
officers asking us to vote for 
them. It is our moral duty to 
say no, we will not vote for 
you.

James B. Godwin Sr.,
Reedville

Elect a lifelong
Northern Necker

One day while casually 
walking down the grocery 
store aisle, I ran into Del. Mar-
garet Ransone. 

First of all, the fact that you 
can run into your Delegate in 
the grocery store aisle certainly 
means something to me—this 
person is a part of our commu-
nity and an invested member 
of our community. Then, after 
stopping to speak, I told Mar-
garet about a concern I had and 
something I thought she may 
be able to help with at the Gen-
eral Assembly. Feeling slightly 
guilty for taking up her shop-
ping time with “work” I soon 
forgot about our conversation, 
imagining nothing would come 
from it.

A few months later, I 
received an email from Mar-
garet saying she was working 
on creating a bill to address the 
concern we spoke about in that 
grocery store aisle. 

We are fortunate to have a 
delegate that is not only acces-
sible to us whether at the local 
grocery store or a phone call 
away, but one whom also takes 
our concerns seriously and 
understands what is important 
to the people in the Northern 
Neck. At that moment, regard-
less of the details of the bill, 
I was impressed and grateful 
for the fact we have someone 
in Richmond as competent, 
dedicated and hard working as 
Margaret. 

On Election Day, I will be 
voting for a lifelong Northern 
Necker who hears my concerns 
and works hard for our com-
munity. On Election Day, I am 
voting for Margaret Ransone 
and I hope you will too. 

Ryan Kent,
Warsaw

Elect a role model
I have known Margaret Socey 

for over 25 years as a neighbor, 
friend and tireless advocate for 
the education and development of 
the children of Lancaster County. 

When my husband and I first 
met Margaret in 1992, we were 
the typical “come-here” week-
enders from Northern Virginia. 
We came to relax and were not 
overly engaged in community 
issues. 

One Saturday morning while 
drinking our coffee, still in our 
pj’s, we heard a soft knock on our 
front door: it was Margaret, who 
introduced herself as our neigh-
bor and then started talking about 
the Lancaster schools. Clearly 
she was a woman with a mission. 

Over the years, Margaret has 
continued to amaze us with her 
quiet and fierce dedication to 
Lancaster’s kids. When we retired 
in 2005, she was one of the 
people that inspired us to become 
truly involved in the Lancaster 
community and particularly with 
the schools. 

Margaret’s accomplishments 
are many and have been dis-
cussed in other letters and articles 
during her campaign so I will not 
repeat them here. I would just like 
to note that Margaret will always 
work on behalf of all our kids. 
She is that kind of person.

Please give Margaret your 
vote for the District 5 seat on the 
Lancaster County School Board. 
She is such a positive force as a 
private citizen: Imagine what she 
can accomplish as a member of 
the board.  

Loretta Warren,
Weems

An opportunity to 
listen and learn
from constituents

I hear that many of Del. Ran-
sone’s constituents feel that 
they have not had an opportu-
nity to express their concerns 
to her during this election 
season.

Del. Ransone could join me 
at the Remote Area Medical 
(RAM) Clinic in Warsaw on 
November 4 and 5. Hundreds 
of her constituents will be 
there.

The RAM clinics provide 
free medical care to those who 
do not have health insurance or 
money for a medical, dental, 
or vision office visit. These 
patients are unlikely to speak 
with her at a club or an Oyster 
Roast; therefore, she may not 
have heard their concerns about 
adequate and affordable health 
care before she voted twice to 
refuse to expand Medicaid to 

400,000 Virginia residents.
Ransone could come at mid-

night when the line forms, or 
she could come at 3 a.m. when 
tickets are given to patients 
who will be seen on Novem-
ber 4. One ticket per person, 
so Granny and the kids must 
be there too. She could come 
at 6 a.m. when the first patient 
is seen.

Ransone should not worry if 
she can’t make it the first day–
she could just come when the 
process starts all over again at 
midnight for those who have 
not been seen. She will have 
plenty of time to talk to people 
who live in her district about 
their medical concerns because 
most people wait 10 or more 
hours to be seen. 

Del. Ransone could see the 
best of America in the actions 
of dozens of compassionate, 
skilled volunteers, working in 
sub-prime conditions, so that 
their neighbors—her constitu-
ents—receive basic medical 
care. How tragic that RAM 
clinics are needed because the 
Republican General Assembly, 
including Del. Ransone, oper-
ates along party lines to deny 
its citizens basic health care.

Laurie Morissette,
Heathsville

Young has policy-
making knowledge

I believe that whoever seeks 
to serve their community in any 
position do so out of a feeling 
of civic responsibility. Today 
I want to talk about my friend 
Carolyn Young, who is running 
for Lancaster school board in 
District 5.

I have read things about Caro-
lyn and the many attributes that 
she possesses that will serve her 
well, however little has been 
said about the most needed attri-
bute, that of policy development 
and oversight. I want to mention 
some of the policy work Caro-
lyn has done here and around 
the world.

As a Peace Corps volunteer 
in Ukraine, Carolyn worked 
closely with the country direc-
tor’s program advancing the 
technical training of English 
language teachers. She worked 
with the entire faculty of the 
high school in brainstorming 
policy issues and ways of imple-
menting programs and curricu-
lum. She presented mock-up 
lessons to the entire school to 
show how policy could be uti-
lized within an hour of instruc-
tion. 

While living in Virginia 
Beach, Carolyn was a part of a 
standardized testing team that 
worked as a liaison between test 
makers and students who partic-
ipated. The team’s observations 
were included in the implemen-
tation of the statewide program. 

In the Northern Neck, Caro-
lyn has served in various leader-
ship positions at Campbell Pres-
byterian Church and I know that 
she has met with representatives 
from many grant seeking orga-
nizations. She was involved in 
the writing of the current bylaws 
of the Agape Foundation and 
has served as its moderator for 
nearly four years. Further, she 
coordinated the presentations of 
the various grant requests to the 
committee. 

Carolyn Young will bring 
with her a sense of community 
mindedness as well as a knowl-
edge of policy making that will 
serve her and our county well.

Phillip Mumford,
Kilmarnock

Give candidates 
an opportunity

There is a technique in jour-
nalism called “shaping the 
story.” Unfortunately, this tech-
nique seems to have come to the 
Rappahannock Record. 

In the past, the Record has 
allowed local political candi-
dates to write a short article 
explaining their position on 
issues. However, in the October 
19 edition of your paper, this 
method was replaced by seem-
ingly partisan reporting on the 
Candidate Forum which took 
place on October 12. 

The paper should return to its 
policy of giving candidates an 
opportunity to write directly to 
readers to espouse their case in 
their own words. 

Your readers deserve no less 
than information from the candi-
dates themselves, not to have to 
read “shaped” stories. 

Paul D. McClean, 
Towles Point 

Margaret Socey
listens, researches
and then delivers 

As a retired 30-year educa-
tor, I wish to throw my sup-
port behind Margaret Socey 
who is running for Lancaster 
school board in District 5. I 
have known her for a decade or 
more and I know of few people 
who are stronger, more sincere, 
or who have a better heart.

In this time of school need, 
many have written of her ser-
vice to the community public 
schools with her Lancaster 
County Virginia Education 
Foundation. Letter writers and 
supporters have told over the 
last month of the many grants 
she has written, fundrais-
ing she has organized and the 
equipment she has distributed.

None of these endeavors 
were taken blindly. Instead, my 
experience with Mrs. Socey is 
that she asks first, listens first, 
researches first and then deliv-
ers on her promises. For Mar-
garet, the bottom line is the 
student, not the bureaucracy. 
After she listens to the teacher, 
administrator, or parent, she is 
the facilitator rather than the 
outsider who pushes her will 
on those truly in the trenches.

Voting for anyone nowa-
days is difficult and there is no 
more important subject than 
your children and grandchil-
dren. But you can relax if you 
vote for Mrs. Socey; you can 
trust Margaret Socey as your 
next Lancaster school board 
member. She will do the right 
thing for your children and our 
community.

Linda Stough,
Lancaster

More letters
on page D6


