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RICHMOND—A recent report 
from the State Corporation Commis-
sion’s hearing examiner recommend-
ing Dominion Energy bury replace-
ment lines under the Rappahannock 
River instead of installing them over-
head drew a mix of responses.

Hearing Examiner Alexander F. 
Skirpan Jr. issued a detailed report 
August 22 concluding that an under-
ground line is a better option.

“Because of the significant and 
negative impacts of an overhead line 
on the viewshed and local economy, 
I find that an underground alternative 
best meets the needs…and will rea-
sonably minimize adverse impact on 
the scenic assets, historic districts and 
environment of the area concerned,” 
Skirpan wrote.

Dominion Power fired back with 
a 73-page response from McGuire 
Woods’ attorney Vishwa Link who 
has represented Dominion throughout 
nearly two years of proceedings.

“The company respectfully requests 
that the commission reject such an 
unsupported recommendation and 
instead approve this rebuild in an 
overhead configuration as proposed 
by the company that could be built in 
relatively short order, that reasonably 
minimizes adverse impacts at a cost-
effective level pursuant to the Virginia 
Code and that improves the reliabil-
ity of the line in the Northern Neck,” 
Link wrote.

Attorney John Pirko, represent-
ing Old Dominion Electric Coopera-
tive, released a somewhat harsher, yet 
shorter response at 27 pages.

“What is most striking in this pro-
ceeding is the dearth of hard evidence 
to support the findings and recom-
mendations of the report. The bulk of 
the findings of the report are based on 
speculation, conjecture, strongly-held 
belief and a sample of public opinion. 
Much of the supporting ‘expert’ opin-
ion that is offered in support of the 
conclusions and recommendations 
is either unsubstantiated or based on 

unreliable assumptions. Overall, the 
weakness, or in some cases complete 
absence, of factual support for the 
findings of the report seriously under-
mine its credibility,” Pirko submitted.
No tower responses

Opponents of the towers took 
Dominion Power to task for their 
behavior throughout the proceedings 
and requested the SCC adopt the rec-
ommendations of Skirpan’s report in 
its entirety.

“Dominion has stubbornly insisted 
on treating the Norris Bridge line as 
a typical 115kV rebuild situation, 
resisting all attempts by the coalition, 
William C. Barnhardt, and Lancaster 
County (collectively, “respondents”), 
the staff and the hearing examiner to 
have Dominion recognize the unique 
aspects of Norris Bridge line and 
develop a route that minimizes the 
adverse impact of the Norris Bridge 
line. This stubborn insistence resulted 
in Dominion being told multiple 

WHITE STONE—Drivers crossing the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge are encountering delays of up to 15-minutes 
as spot structural steel repairs are made.

While the planned repairs have been in the works for several 
years, finding the $1.1 million in funding resulted in a late start, 
reported Virginia Department of Transportation Fredericks-
burg District communications manager Kelly Hannon. The 
structural repairs are expected to be completed in November.

“We wanted to schedule this routine maintenance work to 
occur now to minimize traffic impacts while Route 3 is already 
reduced to a single lane at the bridge’s center spans for the 
painting work,” said Hannon.

McLean Contracting Company of Glen Burnie, Md., is 
focusing on the floor beams under the deck, portions of the 
girders, a seven foot piece of the deck truss and elements that 
contribute to the bridge’s stability, like the wind lock and diag-
onals.

“This structural steel repair work will replace some portions 
of structural steel and strengthen the steel in other locations. 

This work is aimed at keeping the bridge well-maintained,” she 
said.

While VDOT’s contract allows work to continue 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Mondays through Saturdays, McLean’s crew is not work-
ing during peak morning and afternoon travel times in order to 
avoid longer wait times on the bridge. 

Steel work is scheduled for during the day on Thursday, 
October 5. Next week, crews will work 7 p.m. to 6 a.m., 
Monday, October 9 and Tuesday, October 10, causing wait 
times of 15-minute intervals while heat is used to straighten 
steel at the entrance to the truss on the portal bracing, which 
was struck some time ago by a vehicle.

“All traffic queued during any 15-minute closure will be 
allowed to fully clear the work zone before another closure is 
put in place,” Hannon said.

At other times, drivers will encounter the temporary traffic 
signals at the center spans for the painting work. That wait time 
is approximately five minutes. 

“The bridge’s condition has not changed. It remains in fair 
condition with the present condition of the deck, substructure 
and superstructure each at a ‘5’ score,” Hannon said.

It’s hard to catch up with Dr. Steve 
Glessner these days. After 30 years of 

serving area residents in internal medi-
cine as part of Bay Internists in Kilmar-
nock, he has hit the road to retirement.

But trying to pin him down for an 
interview was a challenge. Since hang-
ing up his stethoscope, his road trips 
included Charlottesville’s outdoor 
amphitheater where he sang religious 
and pop songs with another retiree, Gar-
rison Keillor and a couple hundred other 
Lake Wobegon fans. 

Did someone say total eclipse of the 
sun? And he was off again, part of the 
mass exodus on I-95 to South Carolina 
for a two-minute blinding event. 

Who could miss the annual conven-
tion of the Extra-Miler Club, composed 
of a bunch of people whose hobby is to 
visit every county in the nation? 

“Texas has 254 counties. Delaware 
has only three, while Rhode Island has 
five. There are 67 in Florida and Penn-
sylvania. Alaska has boroughs, not 
sure how many because they keep cre-
ating more, while Virginia has about 
140, counting jurisdictions (cities),” 
he says.

Okay. I’ll take his word. 
The good doctor estimates he has vis-

ited 2,100 counties of the approximate 

3,100 in the U.S. 
Many of those wild and crazy Extra-

Milers also collect license plates and 
trade or sell them at the convention. 
“One woman told me the smallest col-
lector has 10,000 license plates and the 
most expensive plate went for $10,000,” 
he reports.

Dr. Glessner is also into pre-colonial 
Powhatan Indians, an interest that 
developed in the fifth grade through his 
teacher and Mattaponi tribe member, 
Charlotte Lewis. So, naturally, at the 
30th annual pow-wow of the Upper 
Mattaponi Indian Tribe in King William 
County—there he was watching the 
drum and dance competitions and the 
ceremony honoring those who served in 
the military. 

“In the last few weeks, I’ve been 
doing everything I couldn’t do in the last 
40 years,” he said. 

Dr. Glessner grew up in Warsaw and 
earned an undergraduate degree in biol-
ogy at the College of William and Mary 
before attending medical school at the 
University of Virginia. He completed his 
internship and residency at Portsmouth 
Naval Hospital, serving as a Battalion 
Surgeon in the U.S. Navy for 10 years. 

“I spent one week on a ship in 10 
years,” he said. 

He left the service in 1987 and joined 
Bay Internists and the medical staff at 

HEATHSVILLE—Sporting bright 
yellow “Love Our Planet” t-shirts some 
40 participants, including Northumber-
land students, boat captains, Smith Point 
Sea Rescue crew and on-shore volun-
teers, on October 1 collected hundreds 
of pounds of trash from creeks along the 
Little Wicomico River. 

Cockrell’s Marine Railway serve as 
the base of operations for the 2017 Nor-
thumberland Association for Progressive 
Stewardship (NAPS) Creek cleanup.  
Lynton Land coordinated the captains, 
including Monty Deihl, Andy Cockrell, 
Myles Cockrell, Bill Anderson, Wayne 
Corey, Bob Yinger and Adam Wood.

NAPS president Mike Ahart did a 
great job of organizing the entire event, 
said Land.

After lunch sponsored by Omega Pro-
tein, boats set out with crews of students 
and adults, including many fifth-grade 
Talented and Gifted students and Beta 
Club members. Each boat had creeks 
assigned from special charts provided 
by NAPS. Two of the boats made second 
passes at the debris dumped in the creeks.  
As a safety precaution, a four-man crew 

from Smith Point Sea Rescue stood by 
on its 42-foot Provincial Rescue.

As the boats off-loaded the trash, the 
on-shore volunteers sorted the recycle 
items such as bottles and cans. The heavy 
items, rusty crab traps, plastic furniture, 
old tires and most of a TV receiver, went 
directly into a large dumpster.

Student volunteers included Namiyah 
Andrews, Chloe Brann, Olivia Byrd, 
Victoria Douglas, Izaak Hagy, Reagan 
Harding, Cooper Haynie, Anna Jett, 
Kelsey Moss, Olivia Newsome, Kim-
berly Palka, Anna Pridgen, Ashley Rob-
erts, Joey Rockson, Hallie Shackleford 
and Ava Wilson.

“NAPS holds these cleanups to help 
save the Bay and to call attention to the 
harm trash can cause to the ecology of 
our beautiful creeks,” said Ahart. “Also, 
I think the students learned something 
while having a great time–and the 
weather was perfect.”

“These children are very motivated 
and beach cleanup is this year’s goal. You 
could see the satisfaction they felt,” said 
NAPS board member and TAG program 
coordinator Shauna McCranie.

Dr. Glessner hits the road following his retirement

Recently retired, Dr. Steve Glessner spends most of his time on the 
road visiting America’s counties. Not pictured, reporter Audrey 
Thomasson running behind, trying to get an interview.

by Audrey Thomasson

Rappahannock General Hospital.
Because the area does not attract 

sub-specialists, Dr. Glessner said he 
dealt with a lot of diseases he ordinarily 
wouldn’t have seen.

“Seventy percent of patients are on 
Medicare. Also, we see a lot of aging 
and end-of-life issues,” he said.

He is not particularly happy with the 

direction medicine has taken since he 
began his practice. But while he might 
not miss the new healthcare system—
whatever it may become—he will miss 
his patients. “I’m friends with a lot of 
them,” he says.

“Steve is one of my dear friends,” said 
Jackie Oren P.A., one of Dr. Glessner’s 
colleagues at Bay Internists and choice 

for his own health care needs. “It is 
hard to imagine the world of medicine 
without him. He is one of the smartest 
people I know and a gifted diagnosti-
cian. His patients loved him because 
he really cared about them. He always 
knew everything about his patients 
and their families. He kept up with his 
patients as a ‘whole person’ not just 
a disease or medication list. That is a 
rarity in today’s healthcare climate. I 
have learned a lot from him.” 

“I am so thankful for having worked 
with Dr. Glessner,” said Dr. Patricia 
Monge-Meberg of Bay Internists. “In 
medical school we were taught that the 
patient will tell you what’s wrong if you 
are just willing to take the time to listen. 
Dr. Glessner modeled that behavior. In 
a technology driven world, that is so 
refreshing.”

Should Dr. Glessner stop long 
enough at his White Stone home, he 
plans to attack a stack of 200 non-fiction 
books he’s been anxious to read. And 
in-between county-hopping, he has 
volunteered to transport wild animals 
to the Wildlife Center of Virginia in 
Waynesboro.

“It’s transporting abandoned and 
injured wildlife,” he explained.

Dr. Glessner proves there is a full life 
after retirement.

Happy trails, Doc.

Crews rolled in tires at the 2017 Northumberland Association for 
Progressive Stewardship Creek Cleanup.

NAPS launches flotilla 
for 2017 Creek Cleanup

Steel repairs continue on Norris Bridge
by Audrey Thomasson

Examiner’s recommendation
to bury power lines stimulates
considerable, varying response

by Audrey Thomasson

RESPONSES, continued on page A2
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times that its approach was 
improper or insufficient and it 
should try again,” said attor-
ney Cliona Robb of Christian 
Barton, representing the pri-
vate citizen group, Save the 
Rappahannock Coalition, in a 
27-page response.

Barnhardt’s attorney, 
Michael York of Wehner & 
York, in an 18-page response 
said “Dominion’s failure to 
present evidence from its own 
employees and agents with per-
sonal knowledge of trenched 
designs and costs is the princi-
pal reason that the case record 
is deficient on this subject. 
Worse, the utility’s conduct 
appears to have been designed 
to mislead the commission and 
it demonstrates that Dominion 
was concerned that the hear-
ing process could show costs 
of trenched cables under the 
Rappahannock in this unusual 
set of circumstances could be 
less than constructing over-
head towers…Given Domin-
ion’s conduct, the commission 
could infer that company wit-
nesses with actual knowledge 
of trenched design and costs, 
would have presented evidence 
supporting the (opponents’) 
position.”

Representing Lancaster 

Seeing red
A century of service was celebrated last Saturday, 
when Red Cross volunteers across the Northern Neck 
gathered at the Lancaster Community Library in 

despite their own loss and personal safety, volunteers 
have provided comfort and hope to their communities. 
The 100th anniversary celebration included members 
sharing stories of providing aid and shelter to families 

entertainment was provided by Dr. Cheryl Brown Davis 
and the Northern Neck Bay Tones, a welcome by board 

of Abiding Faith Baptist Church in Kilmarnock, Dana 
Nay leading the pledge and recognition of volunteers’ 

Grant. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

FREDERICKSBURG—
Through Friday, October 6, 
Motorists should anticipate 
brief delays and lane closures 
near the Thomas Downing 
Bridge, eastbound on Rich-
mond Road in Richmond 
County.

Crews will be paving east-
bound Richmond Road from 
a quarter mile north of the 
Downing Bridge to New-
land Road, reported Darragh 
Copley Frye. Weather permit-
ting, alternating, single lane 
closures are scheduled 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. through Friday.

There will be no lane clo-
sures on the Downing Bridge, 
which crosses the Rappahan-
nock River between Essex and 
Richmond counties.

Motorists are urged to allow 
extra travel time with the work 
zone. A message board will 
be posted on the Richmond 
County side of the bridge 
approach to notify travelers 
about the upcoming work zone.

LANCASTER—Did the con-
tractor get it wrong? Or did the 
Department of Game and Inland 
Fishery (VDGIF) sign off on a 
faulty design?

No matter who is at fault, 
one citizen said it isn’t right that 
county residents have to pay to 
fix the boat ramp at Windmill 
Point Marina.

“Thanks for the boat ramp, 
but I can’t use it. It’s too flat,” 
District 3 resident Tom Smith 
told supervisors last week. 

Smith said someone has vastly 
miscalculated the slope neces-
sary to launch a boat from the 
ramp. The ramp has been useless 
to many area boaters since it’s 
opening exactly one year ago.

Smith discovered the prob-
lem when he was unable to use 
the ramp to remove his 16-foot 
Carolina Skiff from the water in 
anticipation of Hurricane Irma.

“The ramp is essentially not 

useable for the majority of people 
who are unwilling to back their 
tow vehicles so far back into the 
water that their exhaust tail pipes 
would be under water. 

“Generally, ramps should 
have slopes of 12 to 15%,” said 
Smith. He calculated the drop 
at the Windmill Point ramp at 
only 4%, “…which is signifi-
cantly deficient and fails to meet 
or even approach the minimum 
design criteria listed in the 
VDGIF website,” he said. “The 
ramp needs to be fixed. Since 
the contractors failed to follow 
the design criteria of the VDGIF, 
I believe that they should be 
responsible for correcting the 
significant deficiency of the 
ramp at their expense. The citi-
zens and taxpayers of Lancaster 
County should not have to pay 
anything in order for the ramp 
to…meet standards listed by 
VDGIF.”

Also, Smith expressed his dis-
appointment that supervisors had 

New boat ramp is virtually unusable
by Audrey Thomasson
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IRVINGTON—River Counties Community Foundation 
(RCCF) will be at the Irvington Farmers Market on Saturday, 
October 7, offering a chance to recommend a local nonprofit to 
receive a $500 grant. 

Visitors to RCCF’s tent can enter the drawing by simply reg-
istering, reported board chairman Bill Vose. One entry will be 
selected at 11:30 a.m. The Irvington Market is open from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

RCCF’s most important role is handling the charitable legacies 
established by more the 70 fundholders from this area, said Vose. 
Charitable giving in 2016 was nearly $800,000 in Lancaster, 
Middlesex and Northumberland counties. 

Established in 1996, RCCF, an affiliate of The Community 
Foundation Serving Richmond and Central Virginia, stewards 
charitable endowments for donors, partners with nonprofits 
through grantmaking and provides leadership on community 
issues.  

Responses vary
continued from page A1

County, Sands Anderson attor-
ney Christopher Mackenzie’s 
26-page response agreed with 
the report findings.

“The county fully agrees 
with the findings of the report 
and respectfully requests that 
the commission enter an order 
adopting these findings in their 
entirety. The principal find-
ings of the report…that an…
underground or trenched route 
designed to this capacity best 
satisfies the statutory require-
ments that the line minimize 
adverse impacts on scenic 
assets, the local economy and 
the health and safety of the 
public, even when consider-
ing the increased costs associ-
ated with an underground or 
trenched design. The Commis-
sion’s statutory framework was 
properly applied in this case to 
successfully promote and pro-
tect the total public interest.”

From left are River Counties Community Foundation 
board members Bill Vose and Stu Kramer.

RCCF to give $500
to a local nonprofit

not fixed the problem and that 
it still exists a year later. “When 
will it be fixed?” he asked.

County administrator Frank 
Pleva said “We hoped to have it 
done in the fall.” 

Pleva noted that responsibil-
ity for the expense of fixing the 
ramp is a legal matter. Also, he 
stated that VDGIF’s grant pro-
gram which initially funded the 
project has been phased out.

Contractors for the ramp 
included the engineering firm of 
Bay Design and builder Docks 
of the Bay, both of White Stone.

“The repairs have been sched-
uled for some time but were 
delayed when the contractor 
got tied up in Virginia Beach,” 
said District 3 supervisor Jason 
Bellows, following the meet-
ing. “Then there were subse-
quent closings due to the sewage 
spills” at the marina. 

“Repairs are currently finally 
underway now,” he said.

It is his understanding that 
VDGIF signed off on both the 
ramp designs and final project as 
being within their design crite-
ria, said Bellows.

 “However we are investigat-
ing Mr. Smith’s comments and 
the information he provided at 
the meeting to see if there is fault 
by any of the parties,” he said.

Expect delays
eastbound near 
Downing Bridge 

 Candidates’ forum
Friends of Lancaster County 

and the Lancaster Community 
Library will sponsor a candi-
dates’ forum at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
October 12, at the library, 16 
Town Centre Drive, Kilmarnock.

The November 7 ballot in 
Lancaster will include seats on 
the board of supervisors and the 
school board for Districts 1 and 
5; as well as District 99, governor, 
lieutenant governor and attorney 
general races.
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WICOMICO CHURCH—
Northumberland school super-
intendent Dr. Holly Wargo 
recently addressed the NAACP 
at the Northumberland County 
Community Center Organi-
zation building in Wicomico 
Church.

Dr. Wargo identified her 
administration goals so that 
every child will have every 
opportunity to a pathway to col-
lege, reported NAACP secre-
tary Frank Kober.  

Closing the achievement gap 
for African Americans, per-
sons with disabilities, special 
needs and disadvantaged is 
her number one priority, said 
Kober.

Dr. Wargo became super-
intendent last November, he 
said. During this time she has 
appointed new administrative 
leaders at the elementary school, 
Stephanie Baker and Lance 
Reynolds; middle school prin-
cipal and vice principal Javonda 
Ashton and Carrie Adkins; 
and high school vice principal 
Wanda Henderson.  Dr. Travis 
Burns is the only holdover as 
principal at the high school.

During her tenure, the high 
school has received accredita-
tion and the elementary school 
is also fully accredited. The 
middle school missed full 
accreditation by just a small per-

Dr. Wargo addresses NAACP

From left are Northumberland District 3 school board 

Wargo.

centage and the school system 
has identified weaknesses and is 
working to improve these, said 
Kober.

The school board has been 
an immense help by providing 
full-day pre-kindergarten with 
a pre-k teacher and a parapro-
fessional in the room, he said. 
Head Start is moving children 
to readiness for school.

Dr. Wargo explained the 
Northern Neck Technical School 
as a way for children, not college 
bound to become successful 
contributory citizens.

District 3 school board 
member Gerald Howard prof-
fered that he is especially proud 
that he pressed the concepts of 
workforce skills training and the 
pre-kindergarten on a full day 
basis for all eligible students.

Dr. Wargo has recruited fac-
ulty from Norfolk State, Hamp-
ton, Virginia State and Virginia 
Union as well as from Mary 
Washington, University of Vir-
ginia and Virginia Tech, added 
Kober. She emphasized that the 
school board makes all hiring 
decisions.

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
-

sory Committee will meet at 
6 p.m. Wednesday, October 11, 
at the Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission Office, 222 Taylor 
Street, Colonial Beach.

Items on the agenda will 
include the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission 
draft amendment 3 to the Inter-
state Fishery Management Plan 
for Atlantic menhaden and the 
concept of allowing the transi-
tion of a commercial hook and 
line license to a gill net license.

Any recommendations devel-
oped by the committee will be 
forwarded to the Potomac River 
Fisheries Commission for con-
sideration prior to implementa-
tion.

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Octo-
ber 10, at the LCPS Annex, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock. 

The board is expected to hear 
reports from all school princi-
pals, Butch Gross, Jessica Davis, 
and Michael Daddario. 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, October 12, at the 
Northumberland County Courts 
Building, 220 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville. 

At 7 p.m., supervisors will 
conduct a public hearing on a 
request from Charles D. Obier 
for a conditional use permit to 
construct a 21-foot by 30-foot by 
23-foot boathouse alongside an 
existing pier on Kingscote Creek 
at 108 Island Lane, Lottsburg.

CLARAVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
October 9, at the NHS Audi-
torium, 201 Academic Lane, 
Claraville.

Middle school principal 
Javornda Ashton will report on 
school improvement.

Talented and Gifted program 
coordinator Shauna McCranie 
will report on the seventh-grade 
community problem solvers 
courtyard beautification project. 
Members also will take action 
on the addition of a student rep-
resentative to the school board. 

WHITE  STONE—The 
Town council will act on 
several resolutions at 7 tonight, 
October 5, at Town Hall, 433 
Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone. 

Town manager Patrick Frere 
will ask council to adopt resolu-
tions relating to U.S. Department 
of Agriculture grant funding for 
phase I and phase II of the town’s 
public sewer project, he said. 

There are no other action items 
on the agenda, however, council 
will hear a report from Frere 
regarding ongoing town renova-
tion projects and grant-related 
funding. Frere also will present a 
monthly financial report. 

The Agenda
Local Government News
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IRVINGTON  
FARMERS 
MARKET

This Saturday
9:00am-1:00pm

Sponsored by the
Irvington Village Improvement Association

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

Exclusive Discounts from Participating Businesses!

SAVE ALL MONTH LONG! OCTOBER 1-31
$20.00/ticket

Made possible by

IRVINGTON

2017

 

Tickets available at: Weekends, Burkes Fine Jewelers, 
The Dandelion, The Box, Tides Inn and the  

Join the  
Rappahannock Record in 
supporting breast cancer 

awareness by adding 
complimentary PINK to your 
ad in the October 19 edition.

Deadline: October 16

PINK OUT THE PAPER!

Call Sara, Marilyn or Jessica today!

(804) 435-1701
-

nie this week reported charges against 10 individu-
als.
Felonies

Kendrick O. Providence, 19, of Knights Run 
Road, Heathsville, surrendered himself Septem-
ber 27 on charges of unauthorized use of a vehicle 
(felony) in a Newport News case, and misdemeanor 
contempt of court on August 22 in a York County 
case. 

Jerrick D. Saunders, 24, of Gaskins Road, was 
charged September 28 with two counts of probation 
violation (one felony, one misdemeanor).

George A. Lee, 43, of Kathy Drive, was charged 
October 1 with strangulation resulting in wounding 
or injury, and third offense domestic assault and 
battery (both felonies).

A Burgess man, 38, was charged September 26 
with three counts of misdemeanor domestic assault. 

A Cedar Lane woman, 31, was charged Septem-
ber 27 with driving suspended.

A Lara Road man, 57, was charged September 
27 with contempt of court. 

A Morattico Road man, 37, surrendered himself 
September 28 on a Richmond County charge of 
failing to comply with support obligation.

A Beanes Road man, 34, surrendered himself 
September 28 on a contempt of court charge.

A White Chapel Road woman, 24, was charged 
September 28 subsequent to a traffic stop, for 
aggravated malicious wounding in a Virginia State 
Police case.

A Hatton Avenue woman, 40, was charged Octo-
ber 2 with public drunkenness as the result of a 
disturbance call at a White Stone area convenience 
store.
Activity Report

September 26: Staff attempted to locate a 
reported reckless/drunk driver in the Mollusk area; 
received a walk-in report of assault by threat, and a 
walk-in complaint of an assault previously reported; 
responded to a shots fired call in the 16500 block 
of Mary Ball Road (2 subjects target shooting; 
unaware of an unsafe backstop), and to a complaint 
of trespass within a vacant house in the 200 block of 
Merry Point Road.

September 27: Staff notified Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation of a motorist’s report of 
heavy debris being a traffic hazard on Weems Road; 
received a credit card fraud report from a James 
Cove Landing resident, an annoying telemarketing 
call complaint from a Merry Point Road resident, 
and a walk-in report of a sexual assault; responded 
to the Crawfords Corner area to assist Northumber-
land authorities involved in a vehicle pursuit, with 
fire and rescue to a report of an overboard vehicle at 
the end of Thomas Landing Road (Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission notified and responded due 
to hazmat involvement), to a trespass complaint 
on Shalem Place (civil incident regarding personal 
property), and to a disturbance call on Sandlin 
Drive.

September 28: Staff received a walk-in com-
plaint involving a civil domestic matter, and a 
walk-in complaint of fraud (no criminal incident; 
complainant was referred to civil court); responded 
with VMRC to the Yankee Point area on a report of 
a swimmer in distress (subject located on shore on 
Tide Point Road; no emergency services required), 
to Clark Road on a resident’s complaint of parked 
vehicles blocking the roadway/private driveways, to 
a disturbance call/mental health emergency in the 
2,800 block of Lara Road, and to a trespass com-

plaint on Little Branch Drive.
September 29: Staff responded to an E911 

disconnect call that originated on Doggett Lane (no 
emergency services needed), and with Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) to an assault incident on 
School Street (juvenile throwing bats at persons), 
and attempted to locate a reported reckless/drunk 
driver in the Lively-Kilmarnock corridor.

September 30: Staff responded to the Twin 
Branch Road area for a possible disturbance call 
(intoxicated complainant), to a trespass complaint 
on Kathy Drive, to an assault call on Shalem Place, 
to a shots fired call on Bull Creek Drive (target 
shooting believed to be involved); and received 
a walk-in complaint of brandishing a firearm on 
Merry Point Road.

: Staff provided information to North 
Carolina authorities as part of a stolen vehicle inves-
tigation; repositioned a traffic control barrel on the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge that was 
knocked into the traffic lane; responded to a protec-
tive order violation on Mariners Watch Lane, with 
KPD to a trespass complaint on Hatton Avenue, 
and to a drunk and disorderly conduct complaint in 
White Stone.

: Staff responded to a suspicious 
person complaint on West Point Road.

Staff also conducted 14 traffic stops, issued seven 
summonses, assisted five motorists, recorded a deer 
strike accident, handled six calls for traffic control, 
investigated seven building alarms, logged two 
inmate transports, received four E911 hang-up calls 
and fielded two calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to an overboard vehicle call on Thomas 
Landing Road and a propane gas leak in the 8600 
block of Mary Ball Road.

Kilmarnock VFD responded to a traffic crash in 
the 100 block of Irvington Road, an appliance fire in 
the 500 block of North Main Street and a fire alarm 
(cancelled call) in the 400 block of South Main 
Street.

For the week of September 24 through 30, the 
Kilmarnock-Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad, 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad and Lan-
caster County Emergency Services responded to 44 
calls for service including 24 medical emergencies, 
10 injuries, two traffic accidents and eight other 
calls.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this week reported 
charges against six individuals.
Felony

Jamaul Bradison Hill, 34, of Newport News was 
charged September 29 on a capias to show cause 
issued by the Northumberland County Circuit 
Court for a probation violation.

A Heathsville woman on September 27 was 
served a summons for dangerous dog/vicious dog.

A Heathsville woman, 50, on September 27 was 
issued summons for a dangerous dog/vicious dog.

A Heathsville man, 56, on September 27 was 
charged with failing to vaccinate an animal and fail-
ing to purchase tags.

A Heathsville man, 34, on September 27 was 
charged on a capias/attachment of the body issued 
by the Northumberland County Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court for failing to obey a court 
order.

A Farnham woman, 18, on September 28 was 
charged with assault and battery.

LANCASTER—A man charged with 
capital murder in the death last June of 
Virginia State Police special agent Michael 
Walter in Richmond was back in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court Friday to face proba-
tion violation charges.

Travis Aaron Ball, 27, of Richmond was 
found guilty of probation violation on a 
felony conviction after testing positive for 
cocaine and failing to report to his probation 
officer.

Ball testified that he believed his super-
vised probation had ended a year after his 
2014 conviction. However, probation offi-
cer Cara Mellanson testified the jurisdiction 
denied his release due to concern that he had 
relapsed after his tests showed cocaine use. 
She said she was unable to locate him at the 
address and phone number given and that he 
failed to pay restitution.

Ball claimed the positive tests were a 
result of being tricked by friends into smok-
ing cigarettes laced with cocaine. He also 
stated he had tried to contact Mellanson and 
his attorney, but no one returned his calls.

Ball “failed to meet every condition set 
by the court in 2014,” said Judge R. Michael 
McKenney. “I commend you for complet-
ing the (drug abuse) program.” However, 
he noted Ball’s positive tests for cocaine 
and $746 outstanding in restitution for court 
costs. “There has been no payment on court 
costs…never an attempt to pay even one or 
two dollars” to show good faith, the judge 
said.

He sentenced Ball to four years of active 
sentence. 

Judge McKenney also presided over the 
following cases on September 29.

Centrix Brandell Palmer of Lancaster, 
in court on probation violation, paid $300 
in restitution costs. “The system is not 
designed to wait until the last minute. It is 
designed to pay every month,” said Judge 
McKenney. He ordered Palmer to pay $50 
a month on the remaining $2,194 owed. The 
show cause was dismissed.

Brandy Nicole Bartron of Yorktown was 
in court on two charges of probation viola-
tion. One charge was dismissed after the 
defense noted jeopardy had attached. Bar-
tron pled no contest to the second charge 
and produced a $240 mechanic’s bill for car 
trouble which prevented her from appearing. 
The judge nolle prosequi the charge.

Tappahannock resident Ashley D. Hos-
mer’s trial date was to be set. However, it 
was continued to October 10. She is charged 
with felony probation violations. 

The trial of Kionte Richon Walters of 
Kilmarnock was postponed to December 
8. Walters is facing four charges of felony 
manufacture/distribution of a controlled 
substance.

The trial of James Charles Newton of 
Weems was continued to December 15 on 
a motion by defense. He is charged with 
manufacture and distribution of a controlled 
substance.

The trial of Cintez Carneal Gibson of 
Lancaster was postponed to October 20 on 
a motion by defense. He is charged with 

felony distribution of schedule I/II drugs.
Devon Kwadueantis Kelley of Lancaster, 

charged with distribution of schedule I/II 
drugs was called off when the Common-
wealth’s Attorney nolle prosequi the charge.

The trial of Tawan Martas Rice of Heaths-
ville was continued to November 17. Rice 
is facing two felony charges of manufacture 
and distribution of a controlled substance.

Clifford Ray Dawson Jr. of Kilmarnock, 
charged with two felonies of manufacture/
distribution of a controlled substance was 
set for trial on December 8.

Matthew Gregory Carr of Heathsville pled 
guilty to an amended charge of misdemeanor 
failure to register as a sex offender. He was 
sentenced to 12 months with 10 months sus-
pended. The judge added two years of super-
vised probation to the sentence.

Richmond resident Cara D. Mellanson’s 
charge of misdemeanor failure to appear in 
the Travis Ball case, was dismissed.

Myshaun Tihee Porter of Burgess pleaded 
guilty to an amended charge of felony unlaw-
ful wounding for an incident in the WalMart 
parking lot. He was given a 12 month sen-
tence, all suspended, two years unsupervised 
probation and court costs of $372.

The case against Donald Fauntleroy 
of White Stone, for misdemeanor DWI 
and other traffic violations was continued 
on a motion by defense. Counsel is to be 
appointed on October 27.

The case of Thomas Earl Kelly Jr. was set 
for trial on October 20. He is charged with 
misdemeanor assault and battery of a family 
member.

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe recently announced 
$2.7 million in new federal 
Local Emergency Manage-
ment Performance Grants 
(LEMPG) to help localities 
plan and respond to emergen-
cies in their areas.

The Virginia Department 
of Emergency Management 
(VDEM) will administer 
funds, which are from the fiscal 

year 2017 Emergency Man-
agement Performance Grant 
program. Virginia receives 
these funds each year from the 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security.

“These important grants 
enable emergency planning 
and first responder agencies 
to acquire the necessary tools, 
equipment and other resources 
they need to prepare for natural 

and man-made threats,” said 
Gov. McAuliffe. “From severe 
weather to terrorism, respond-
ers must be ready for every 
kind of scenario that could 
threaten the safety of their 
fellow Virginians. Grants like 
the LEMPG allow the Com-
monwealth to continue to col-
laborate with local and federal 
emergency management agen-
cies and organizations provid-

Localities receive emergency management grants
ing them with the skills and 
equipment they need to ensure 
safety for our communities.”

“Virginia has no shortage of 
needs for additional projects 
to advance our preparedness 
and resilience concerning the 
myriad of threats facing the 
Commonwealth,” said Secretary 
of Public Safety and Homeland 
Security Brian Moran. “Work-
ing together at the local, state 
and federal level to identify all 
possible resources to advance 
these projects has been a hall-
mark of the McAuliffe admin-
istration and we are glad to be 
able to provide this funding to 
meet locality needs.”

“This federal emergency 
management grant program is 
an additional tool to help local-
ities better prepare our citizens 
and make Virginia communi-
ties more resilient,” said Dr. 
Jeffrey Stern, Virginia’s state 
coordinator of emergency man-
agement. “We will continue 
to explore innovative ways to 
invest in the Commonwealth’s 
ability to prepare for, respond 
to and recover from an emer-
gency or disaster.”  

Among area localities receiv-
ing grants, Essex County was 
awarded $13,316. Lancaster, 
Mathews, Middlesex, Nor-
thumberland, Richmond and 
Westmoreland counties each 
received $7,500.
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Emily Ficklin Hoar’s new store 

THE RIVAH
GRAND OPENING!

COME CHECK OUT  

49 SOUTH MAIN STREET, KILMARNOCK!

You’ll find all your favorites!  
Simply Southern, Lilly Pulitzer, Scout, Spartina 449, sterling 
& costume jewelry, painted furniture and all your favorite 

Northern Neck apparel and gifts.

Including a huge new Ladies Boutique area offering you 
more stylish & AFFORDABLE clothing, shoes, jewelry  

& accessories and a huge Children’s Department.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

HEATHSVILLE—Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern Foun-
dation (RHHT), 73 Monument 
Place, Heathsville, recently 
received a $2,500 grant from the 
Gladys Krieble Delmas Foun-
dation in support of “Listen to 
Voices of the Past,” a community 
oral history program. 

“Listen to Voices of the Past” 
will advance the goal of weav-
ing the stories of the past into 
the culture of today and tomor-
row, reported director Corinne 
Becker.

In keeping with their mission, 
RHHT seeks to preserve the 
voices of those who remember 
the early-20th century period 
when the hotel and tavern were 
still in operation as well as those 
who rescued the derelict build-
ing in the 1990s. 

“Our passionate dedication to 
showcasing living history dove-
tails perfectly with the pressing 
need to capture oral histories,” 
said Becker. “Our goal is to 
achieve excellence and the high-
est standards of professionalism 
in conducting this oral history 
project. The two storylines of 
those who remember the hotel 
and tavern’s active period and 
those who restored the derelict 
building to its former glory are 
important pieces of our history.” 

RHHT is partnering with 
the Samuel Proctor Oral His-
tory Program (SPOHP) of the 
University of Florida. Since its 
founding in 1967, they have 
conducted nearly 7,000 inter-
views and transcribed more than 
150,000 pages of historical rec-
ollections. 

“Our commitment is gather, 
preserve and promote living 
histories of individuals from 
all walks of life,” said director 
Dr. Paul Ortiz. “Oral history is 
an interdisciplinary methodol-
ogy that draws on ethnography, 

LANCASTER—Northern 
Neck Partners for Pets (NNPP) 
recently received a $3,000 
matching grant from the Mason 
Foundation for Animal Shelter 
Design (Mason Foundation).

This highly competitive 
grant program provides fund-
ing for new and existing shelters 
for NNPP. Established to give 
humane care and medical treat-
ment in a no-kill shelter for home-
less pets in the Northern Neck, it 
is one of only three shelters in the 
country awarded a Mason Foun-
dation grant in the fall round. 

“The Mason Foundation 
funds needs assessments or 
architectural plans for new 

shelters or those that need 
to relocate or remodel,” said 
executive director Greg Taylor. 
“Our matching grants support 
the critical first steps to enable 
shelters to successfully meet the 
needs of their community and 
achieve their funding goals. Our 
grants are a helping hand for 
organizations at the start of the 
long process of construction.

“We typically have around 80 
applicants every four months 
and only award two or three 
grants. NNPP did a great job 
on the grant application and we 
hope this helps them succeed. 
Shelters have always been spe-
cial to us because of the selfless 

dedication of these not-for-prof-
its,” said Taylor.

The Mason Company, in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, is the oldest 
and largest designer and manu-
facturer of kennel and cattery 
equipment. 

“NNPP is beginning conver-
sations with qualified architec-
tural firms to identify a partner 
to design and build the shelter. 
With an estimated $3 million in 
construction costs, NNPP has a 
long road to travel to meet our 
ultimate goal. But with commu-
nity support and the support of 
other foundations and donors, 
I am confident we will see this 
dream become a reality,” said 

Northern Neck Partners for Pets 
receives Mason Foundation Grant

NNPP president Terrie Dort.
Donation checks can be pay-

able to NNPP, PO Box 361, 
Irvington, VA 22480. Credit card 
and PayPal gifts can be made at 
northernneckpartnersforpets.org. 

Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern wins
$2,500 grant for oral history program

literature, social theory, history, 
linguistics and memory studies, 
among other academic fields. 
We are delighted to participate 
in ‘Listen to Voices of the Past’.” 

On Sunday, October 22, 
RHHT will host a ‘Listen to 
Voices of the Past” session at 
1 p.m. October 22. The ses-
sion will include an oral history 
workshop open to the public and 
private interviews with six com-
munity elders. 

SPOHP will record and tran-
scribe the 2017 interviews for 

RHHT use in interpretative and 
educational programs. Future 
plans include a more extensive 
series of interviews in 2018, said 
Becker. 

RHHT is deeply grateful to 
The Gladys Krieble Delmas 
Foundation for its generous sup-
port, she said. Located in Man-
hattan, the Delmas Foundation 
encourages excellence in schol-
arship and supports not-for-
profit organizations which trans-
mit cultural heritage and further 
the humanities. 

The Lancaster County Vir-
ginia Education Foundation 
(LCVEF) is raffling tickets to 
“Broadway in Richmond” plays. 
The plays are “The Sound of 
Music,” “Finding Neverland,” 
“Cabaret,” “Dirty Dancing” and 
“Rent 20th Anniversary Tour.”

Tickets are $10 each, three for 
$20, or 15 for $100. The tickets 
are available at various business, 
from LCVEF board members or 
438-6604.

The Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library Fall 50/50 
Raffle is underway. Tickets are 
$5 each or $20 for five. The goal 
is to sell 500 tickets. A drawing 
will be held at the “Shuckin’ 
and Jivin’ on the Lancaster 
Green” Oyster Roast Novem-
ber 11 at Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library, 8346 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster.

Tickets for the Oyster Roast 
and Fall 50/50 Raffle can be 
purchased at www.mkt.com/
maryball, 462-7280, or at the 
museum from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays. 
Raffle tickets also are available 
from any board member, H.W. 
Scott, Jane and Page Henley, 
Mike Osteen, B.H. Hubbard, 
Butch Jenkins, Anita Tad-
lock, Betty Pettyjohn, Ammon 
Dunton, Lex Forrester, or Caro-
lyn Cook.

NEWS 
BREAKS
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estate sales
appraisals & brokerage 

Patricia S. Loughridge

www.circaestatesales.com
pattiloughridge@gmail.com

Boat on over
  for winter storage …

Carter Creek
Irvington, VA
804.438.5353

rappyachts.com

in its Tracks

Stopping 
Breast Cancer

  |   

mansion. 

Inside Belle Isle Abuzz 2017

donated a handsome taxidermy fox for an innovative 
display at the Visitor’s Center.

The spring of 2017 found a host of professional, public 
and private groups and individuals coming together to 
make a difference under the Belle Isle Abuzz umbrella. 
From left, Bartlett Tree reps Rob Allen and Brandon 
Frazier confer with park ranger Jon Steele and the 

to plan exterior mansion cleanup. 

LANCASTER—Neither blis-
tering heat nor drenching rains 
proved any match for the band of 
determined professionals, com-
munity activists, organizations 
and individuals set on making 
a difference at Belle Isle State 
Park over the past few months.

Thanks to monies received 
from a Belle Isle Abuzz pro-
posal made by The Garden Club 
of the Northern Neck (GCNN) 

to its parent, The Garden Club 
of Virginia (GCV), 2017 was 
the beginning of a new era in 
this pristine place where history 
whispers and the natural world 
sings. 

Results of the project to date 
are clearly visible inside the 
Visitors Center and outside the 
Belle Isle mansion, as is the 
complementary mix of commu-
nity-spirited public and private 
groups and individuals giving 
their time, talent and energy to 

help shape a host of ambitious 
changes that began taking place 
last spring. With GCV Centen-
nial Grant funds in hand, GCNN 
continues to spearhead planned, 
phased efforts in coordination 
with local park personnel and 
the Friends of Belle Isle. 

Community interest and 
enthusiasm have already yielded 
a range of enhancements to 
and for the benefit of the park, 
including:

including power tools such as 
blowers, trimmers and chain-
saws to facilitate proscribed 
work.

-
pose.

and items to display in the new 
Visitors Center.

for the Visitors Center entryway.

birding from the Visitors Center 
Rappahannock River overlook.

the Time Traveler, a transport 
vehicle that facilitates every-
thing from hayrides to historical 
programming.

including tree work around the 
front of the Belle Isle mansion.

As a result of all this activity, 
I’m heading to the park today 
to check out works in progress, 
but before I reach the gatehouse 
marking transition from private 
to park lands, I spot for the first 
time from this vantage point 
the full façade of the grand old 
house shimmering up ahead in 
the soft morning light. Exterior 
landscape cleanup around it has 
done its job. This is the 18th Cen-
tury Belle Isle mansion, a brick 
beauty acquired by the park in 
2015, and although it’s not open 
to the public, it is now unveiled 
for all to see from a distance. 

The mansion, its depen-
dencies and centrally located 
90-acre parcel, unlike much of 
the land surrounding it that was 
dedicated in 1993 as Belle Isle 
State Park, remained in private 
hands for 22 additional years, 
ultimately being acquired by the 
park in 2015. Since that time and 
before Belle Isle Abuzz kicked 
off its projects within the park, 
the mansion continued to stand 
as it had for decades—peacefully 
in plain sight, but well hidden 
behind a curtain of overhang-
ing limbs from massive oaks 
threatening the structure and its 
two dependencies, a kitchen and 
a schoolhouse. Completing this 
remarkable exterior, English and 
American boxwoods and native 
hollies tufted by long years of 
decline and neglect increasingly 
resembled French poodles stand-
ing sentinel along perimeters of 
the buildings and grounds.

I know Belle Isle mansion is 
a prized survivor of regional and 
national historic significance, 
that it is listed on the Historic 
Register and further enhanced 
by its privileged placement on 
primordial Rappahannock River 
shoreline, so I can easily imagine 
these as viable reasons individu-
als, volunteer groups and pro-
fessionals are drawn to make a 
difference with Belle Isle Abuzz 
in expanding the park’s existing 
mix of educational experiences 
and outdoor fun for visitors. 

Still, being able to see the 
mansion before one enters the 
park for the first time is a semi-
nal moment. The sight of its 
façade as I pause to look ahead 
strikes me as symbolic of new 
beginnings at the park. But in 

this moment, the mansion with 
its newly cleared grounds and 
exhibit-filled Visitors Center 
nearby represents something 
more than long history and a 
promise of things to come. It 
also represents Northern Neck 
community spirit at its best.

GCV’s Centennial grant 
gifted us all with an extraordi-
nary opportunity to improve 
our parks, but it also prompted 
an ever-growing combination of 
groups, businesses and individu-
als to get involved, thus becom-
ing part of the Belle Isle story by 
doing exactly that. These days 
Belle Isle surely is a rising star 
in the constellation of Virginia 
State Parks, but isn’t that just 
one more reason to come see, 
celebrate and enjoy this very 
special place?

Belle Isle State Park is in Lan-
caster County at 1632 Belle Isle 
Road, Lancaster.

by Carter Blackford Filer

June 2017 saw Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) 
volunteers greeted with a tour of the mansion, Visitor’s 
Center and other areas of the park where their service 
was needed. 

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
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Fine Art Gallery   Local Artisan Shop   Event Center 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
October 7th — “For the Birds” Art exhibit - featuring 7 Virginia 
artists in painting, illustration, photography and more. Original works 
featuring waterfowl and bird themes. Artists on site and light snacks. 

October 13th — “Trick or Art” Friday the 13th comes to life with 
our haunted Halloween festivities. Come for the art, treats and tricks. 

A destination for the arts! 

CLARAVILLE—Northum-
berland candidates tackled the 
issues last Tuesday night as 
they faced the final four weeks 
before the November 7 general 
election. 

The candidate forum was 
presented by the NAACP at 
Northumberland High School 
Auditorium. The Rev. Dr. Tyron 
Williams of Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church presided over the forum 
and provided the questions 
before opening the forum to 
questions from the public. 
School board candidates

The two contenders for Dis-
trict 3 school board, incumbent 
Gerald Howard and challenger 
the Rev. Carl Perez, were the 
only two candidates facing off.

However, the format included 
candidate Mary Hooper, who is 
running unopposed for the Dis-
trict 2 seat. 

What do you see as the most 
important issue?

: “Accreditation.” 
While Howard noted the ele-
mentary and high schools are 
accredited, he said the middle 
school was really close. “We 
have new leadership at all the 
schools with only one principal 
returning. New people don’t 
know what they don’t know.” 
He said the board needed to try 
to help them avoid mistakes.

Perez: Dual enrollment and 
trade school issues. He said 
the district failed to negotiate 
a reduced rate with Rappahan-
nock Community College for 
dual enrollment and conse-
quently is now paying $310 per 
credit hour. For students not on 
the college track, he expressed 
disappointment that they can’t 
get into the Regional Techni-
cal School until the 10th grade. 
“I went in the 6th grade. There 
are jobs. Are we providing the 
educational system to train for 
those jobs…so they can com-
pete state to state?” 

In response to Howard, Perez 
praised the new administra-
tion as well prepared for their 
jobs. Middle school principal 
“Javornda (Ashton) walked 
across the hall to her new 
job” and he noted the leader-
ship at the primary school was 
also promoted from within. 
“They’re not brand spanking 
new. They’ve been able to turn 
things around.”

: Getting to the heart 
of each student is important for 
their success. “Not knowing 
what’s going on in the home 
of a child (who has behavioral 
issues)” is shortchanging the 
child. “We’ve got to get to the 
root of the problem…in order 
for them to learn.” She also 
spoke to the importance of 
unity on the school board, in the 
schools and in the home, and 
that students were commenting 
on the board’s divisive behavior. 

What is your role on the 
school board?

: A member’s role is 
to support the superintendent. 
“The problem is sometimes 
members want to act like super-
intendents. The best way I can 
support the superintendent is to 
tell you what I think. I represent 
all of my constituents.” Howard 
said he believes in “students 
first.” 

Perez: A member’s role 
is “to map a course for the 
future” and to “support a five- 
to ten-year plan…and sustain 
the vision. What do we want? 
Where are we going?” He said 
being “buddy-buddy” with the 
superintendent was not appro-
priate.

: Her role would be 
to provide “more unity.”

What programs would you 
provide to close the achieve-
ment gap?

: “The achievement 
gap starts when you enter the 
world. It’s not driven by poverty 
so much as by how those par-
ents approach it.”

Perez: He would hire more 
reading specialists to help 
children improve their reading 
skills before they reach the 6th 
grade. Also, he would make 
sure teachers understand differ-
ent approaches to teaching math 
for students having difficulty 
with the standard methods. He 
emphasized the need for writing 
skills beyond “texting.”

: Wanted to see 

Five candidates seeking election
in November participate in forum

Carl Perez

James Long Francis Edwards

by Audrey Thomasson

more counselors at the schools 
so they got to know each child, 
listened to what’s going on in 
order to help meet their needs.

Referring to complaints 
about the dress code in the new 
Code of Conduct, how would 
the board listen to students to 
resolve issues?

: He spends a lot of 
time in schools engaged with 
students. “I always listen to 
them.” He noted his involve-
ment in the stop-smoking pro-
gram with Riverside Hospital as 
an example. “I’m always there, 
always open, always talking to 
students. I’m not committed 
to the dress code. We’ve got to 
take it step-by-step.”

Perez: “Every kid wants to 
be heard.” He suggested the 
need for a forum or partnership 
between the students and board. 
He also suggested sitting with 
students during lunch. He rec-
ognized the need for a few prac-
tical changes to the code.

: “The board needs 
to visit the schools often.” She 
also noted that “Something 
should be done about the dress 
code” to make it more practical.

How would you bridge the 
gap between parents and the 
schools?

: “It’s mandatory 
that teachers reach out to par-
ents. The problem is getting 
through to them because they’re 
working.” Howard said he has 
suggested to teachers that they 
sometimes will have to call in 
the evening in order to reach 
parents. But he warned, “All 
parents are not receptive to 
phone calls, so it discourages 
teachers from making calls.”

Perez: Agreed with Howard 
and said teachers must reach 
parents by any means possible.

: Also agreed.
Supervisor candidate

The incumbent candidate for 
District 2, Richard Haynie and 
District 3, James Long, are run-
ning unopposed. Only Long 
attended the forum to answer 
questions posed by Rev. Dr. 
Williams and the public.

Considering the area’s lim-
ited employment opportunities, 
are you interested in industry 
coming here?

Long: “I’d encourage busi-
ness with 25 or more employ-
ees…We don’t have the money 
to help a business come to the 
Northern Neck” with incentives 
like cutting tax, he said. Long 
noted the importance of one of 
the county’s largest employers, 
Omega Protein. “It’s impor-
tant to keep them here,” said 
Long. He said 43% of Omega’s 
employees live in Lancaster and 
40% live in Northumberland. If 
the limit for fishing menhaden 
is cut, some of those jobs would 
be lost, Long stated. Also, he 
noted that many area jobs start 
at $8 an hour, which is much 
lower than people want, even 
for a first time job.

Does a lack of tax incentives 
make the probability of attract-
ing businesses to the area 
remote?

Long: “Thirty to 40 per-
cent of people are leaving for 
jobs,” he said, noting the county 
cannot afford to offer the kinds 
of incentives it would take to 
attract business. He referenced 
a past potential deal with a fast 
food company that fell through 
from lack of private local fund-
ing.

What have you done to 
improve the area?

Long: The county built the 
middle and high school for just 
$40 million. And had built a 
new sheriff’s office which he 
noted was paid off. “I’ve talked 
with VDOT to make the roads 
safe.” Long noted that he is 
working with other county offi-
cials to bring high speed inter-

net to every area of the county.
What is the role of supervi-

sor?
Long: “The role is to improve 

race relations in the county…
I belong to many committees. 
They’re all mixed. I attend a lot 
of churches to spread the word 
about getting along and work-
ing together.”

Do supervisors support solar 
farms in the area?

Long: “I can’t speak for 
anyone else. I would support 
solar farms.” He discussed high 
speed internet and the need to 
make the “last mile” of con-
nection affordable to everyone. 
He noted that Omega Protein 
is responsible for a half million 
dollars in the county treasury. 
“We would have to raise taxes 
two or three cents if those jobs 
are lost.”

Does the county have a 
healthy tax income?

Long: 60% of kids are on free 
or reduced lunch, so income is 
limited, he said. “Raising taxes 
puts a hardship on others.”

In your 20 years on the board 
of supervisors, I don’t see that 
you have accomplished that 
much. Why can’t you give busi-
nesses a tax break to move 
here? That would create jobs 
and you’d get the money back 
in taxes. 

Long: “As far as anyone 
making $10 to $15 an hour, it’s 
going to be pretty hard around 
here. Most are lower paying 
jobs. In a rural area, its not that 
easy.”
District 99 candidate

Incumbent Republican can-
didate Del. Margaret Ransone 
did not attend the forum. Only 
Democratic candidate Francis 
Edwards appeared to respond 
to questions on why he would 
better represent the District 99 
in the House of Delegates. 

What is the difference 
between you and your oppo-
nent?

Edwards: “I built a success-
ful business from the ground 
up, creating 2,400 jobs. My 
opponent has created zero 
jobs.” Edwards noted the North-
ern Neck has slipped behind the 
rest of Virginia, in part because 
of a lack of broadband services, 
which he intends to correct.

What are two or three issues 
that need to be addressed?

Edwards: His concerns 
include fracking followed by 
strengthening public schools 
and providing access to afford-
able health care for every resi-
dent. He also noted the need for 
broadband access in order to 
create jobs and protecting the 
fishing, farming, forestry and 
tourism industries.

How can you promote eco-
nomic growth in District 99?

Edwards: “Unless you have 
MetroCast, you don’t have 
high speed internet,” he said. 
Edwards also feels attracting 

jobs would rely on replacing the 
Norris Bridge.

What is your opinion on the 
proposed Dominion towers 
across the Rappahannock?

Edwards: “I’m absolutely 
against those towers.” He noted 
a local group of citizens’ suc-
cess with the State Corporation 
Commission’s hearing exam-
iner in arguing for underwater 
cable system.

In light of the political divide 
nationwide, how would you 
create synergies with the repub-
lican party to get things done?

Edwards: He has met similar 
obstacles in his career, includ-
ing building a successful start 
up company in Germany when 
people said it couldn’t be done. 

Without cell service in parts 
of the county, residents must 
rely on Verizon to provide land 
lines. What can we do when 
the company does not maintain 
area lines?

Edwards: “The answer is 
with the introduction of broad-
band…getting fiber optics into 
every home.”

What could inspire compa-
nies to provide that last mile of 
high speed internet at an afford-
able price?

Edwards: Experts believe 
the answer lies with electric 
power companies, he replied. 
“It’s in their interest to have 
smart homes” by providing 
broadband. He noted that com-
panies must remain profitable, 
so it may require some help 
from the state to make the initial 
investment.

What can be done about the 
closure of important services at 
Bon Secours/RGH?

Edwards: “Bon Secours 
is out of sync with the area. 
Without hospital care, no one 
will move here. It is vital to 
strengthen and expand the hos-
pital.”

Northumberland ballot
The November 7 ballot in Northumberland will 
include candidates for school board and board of 

of Delegates, governor, lieutenant governor and 
attorney general.

By Rebecca Feldman, Jay Reiss 
William Finn and Rachael Sheinkin

Directed by Robin Blake

This production contains adult language.

November 3-4, 10-11 & 16-18
7:00 p.m. Social Hour  |  8:00 p.m. Curtain

November 5 & 12 
MatinEe

2:00 p.m. Social Hour  |  3:00 p.m. Curtain

The Lancaster Playhouse in White Stone
RESERVATIONS:  

435-3776 or LANCASTERPLAYERS.ORG
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Some individuals by their deportment 
make memorable impressions on everyone 
they meet. Kevin Lux was such a man. The 
abiding memory for those of us who knew 
him in his last years was that of a superb 
father. His two children, Jeremy and Emily, 
were truly the lights of his life. 

He attended all of their school activi-
ties, always in his role as their number one 
cheerleader, leaning on the fence, chatting 
with other parents and commenting on the 
passing scene. He was a great sidelines 
coach, watching every move with acuity 
and shouting his approvals to make certain 
that he was being heard. Through school, 
Emily was a classmate and teammate of the 
Younger B.E. I learned considerably of the 
girls’ sports interests from standing by Kev-
in’s side on the edge of the field, inasmuch 
as I never attended a field hockey game 
until the Younger B.E. began playing. 

Kevin was the ideal sideline commen-
tator for those of us less cognizant of the 
nitty-gritty aspects of sports on the field. He 
learned the names of all of Emily’s team-

mates and cheered for each of them by 
name, knowing that their individual suc-
cesses were everyone’s successes. Long 
after their time on the playing fields he 
would speak of them using their names.

Kevin was a pilot by profession, having 
begun flying in his early adulthood. He 
thoroughly understood both the mechanics 
of aviation and the political implications of 
aviation policies; he could discourse on all 
aspects of aeronautics as well. In such con-

versations, my role was to listen attentively, 
but he also enjoyed history and learning 
about old things, in which arena I was able 
to be more of a contributor to our discourse, 
as in that venue we had more in common. 

He liked to go to shops, auctions, estate 
sales to purchase antiques and collect-
ibles that appealed to his interests. He also 
became excited about finding a bargain and 
looked for ways to turn his discovery into 
cash. He often spoke of his desire to open 
a shop. In the realm of antiques Kevin was 
the constant learner.

Kevin was incapable of a brief hello in 
the grocery store or at church or wherever. 
He found his niche in conversation, which 
for him was always a two-way street, for he 
was genuinely interested in knowing other 
people, what they thought, how they reacted 
to developments and what their plans for 
the future were. In speaking with him the 
other party understood that he or she was 
important to Kevin. He had the ability to let 
his friends know he truly cared for them.

Early in June, Kevin learned that he was 

suffering from a malignant brain tumor. 
He underwent numerous operations and 
treatments in the hope of preserving the 
life he enjoyed so much. His wife, Terry 
and extended family saw him through his 
sufferings and a month thereafter he was 
able to attend Jeremy’s wedding, seated 
in a wheelchair and showing the signs of 
how extensively the disease had ravaged 
his body. 

Kevin was a modest man who appreciated 
and practiced the virtue of humility. He 
never boasted about himself or his accom-
plishments and was uniformly pleased to 
hear of others’ achievements. He was artic-
ulate and reasoned in his approach to every 
aspect of his life, which became apparent 
to everyone who met him. Basically, he 
exuded happiness and was a person whose 
company was a delight to all who knew 
him. Both literally and figuratively, Kevin 
never grew old for he treasured every day 
of the life God had given him.

Kevin Frank Lux, September 30, 1955 – 
September 17, 2017. R.I.P

 

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Kevin was a modest man who 
appreciated and practiced the 
virtue of humility. He never 
boasted about himself or his 
accomplishments and was uni-
formly pleased to hear of others’ 
achievements.

Focal Point

Painted Portals

Photo by H. Fishburne

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Gerrymandering
In October, the Supreme 

Court will hear a case chal-
lenging gerrymandering in 
Wisconsin. The outcome will 
interest me greatly as I firmly 
believe that this practice is 
extremely undemocratic. 

The word “gerryman-
der,” first used in the Boston 
Gazette in 1812, was created 
in reaction to a redrawing of 
Massachusetts state senate 
election districts under Gov. 
Elbridge Gerry. An outline on 
the state map of one such dis-
trict resembled a weird dragon 
in its spiked and curving 
shape. Obviously, the intention 
was to favor candidates sup-
ported by Gov. Gerry. Since 
then, gerrymandering has been 
used extensively throughout 
the U.S. by both parties hoping 
to win through this devious 
tactic.

An alternative that sounds 
sensible to me is the “competi-
tion model” developed by Rep. 

More at stake
I wandered into the Northum-

berland Public Library a few 
months back and found a book 
full of pictures. Those pictures 
were of the predator drone. That 
book was in the children’s sec-
tion.

Then I thought about a confer-
ence I attended in Williamsburg 
a few months earlier. In that con-
ference one ancient U.S. state 
department official talked about 
the little hope he had for the 
future. He noted that the children 
of people who bring violence on 
others were following in the foot-
steps of their parents. He men-
tioned Israel and Palestine and 
Indonesia and Pakistan.

As I looked at the pictures of 
the predator drone and thought of 
his words it came to me, we are 
doing exactly the same thing. We 
might want to rethink.

We could start by telling the 
defense department to stop 
paying $56 million to sports 
associations (including the 
NFL). You have a choice—snow-
globe or your grandkids. Smart 
people will know the difference. 
Forget that knee crap. 

Lon Crow,
Lottsburg

Carolyn Young
for school board 

In our country, to call someone 
a “good citizen” is to award them 
an especially high tribute. “Good 
citizens” practice civic virtues as 
a matter of duty. 

  Voluntarily, they participate in 
community life to make it better 
for its members. They become 
engaged in helping to solve com-
munity problems. 

Carolyn Young is our neighbor 
and a paragon of good citizen-
ship. She is asking us to elect her 
to the Lancaster County School 
Board. We should count our 
blessings.

 Not only is Carolyn Young a 
good citizen, but she is a seasoned 
professional educator. She can 
provide leadership in the man-
agement of our school system at 
a time when her knowledge and 
experience are sorely needed. 
She has an intimate knowledge 
of the Lancaster County school 
system and its problems. 

She has given fully of her-
self to our children, particularly 
those who need extra help. Her 
wider experience as a Peace 
Corps teacher, in other school 
systems and her lifelong com-
mitment to her own higher edu-
cation make her a professional 
heavy weight. Carolyn Young 
has a vision of what an effec-
tive Lancaster  County System 
should look like and the diplo-
matic skills to bring stakehold-
ers together to effect agreed 
improvements.

The written record and letters 
to the editor cannot capture the 
value of all that Carolyn Young 
brings to the table. I hope that 
you have an opportunity to talk 
with her. She is an optimist with 
considerable energy and enthusi-
asm. She is a natural leader. She 
wants the job. It is in our best 
interest that she is elected.

 David G. Davies, 
Irvington

YOUR LETTERS

YOUR LETTERS

George Bott

The citizens of Lancaster 
County’s District 1 can help 
ensure a future of positive, well 
managed, affordable change 
in Lancaster County by elect-
ing George Bott Supervisor on 
November 7.

I have attended numerous 
county supervisors’ meetings 
with Mr. Bott and am constantly 
impressed with his in-depth 
grasp of the issues. George devel-
ops his proposals by exhaustively 
analyzing every issue and pro-
posing reasonable, well thought 
out solutions for consideration 
by the supervisors.

Mr. Bott’s knowledge of gov-
ernmental funding, integrity, 
professionalism and collabora-
tive leadership style have gained 
the respect of our county’s lead-
ers. He will gain your respect 
and support as well. Elect Bott 
on November 7.

Lancaster

Misleading
literature

Del. Margaret Bevans Ran-
sone’s campaign literature is 
misleading on several fronts.

First, she appears to claim 
to have closed the state’s $2.4 
billion dollar shortfall without 
raising taxes—all by herself.

Really? Del. Ransone single-
handedly closed the deficit? No 
one else was involved?

In other instances her lit-
erature says she voted for this 
or voted for that, but when it 
comes to budget shortfalls, she 
closed the gap all by herself. 
This assertion is both delu-
sional and arrogant. She was 
part of the effort and not, by 
any stretch of the imagination, 
a leader in closing the shortfall.

Second, she lists all the 
things she voted for. None of 
the points deal with the serious 
problems faced by residents of 
the Northern Neck. For exam-
ple, nowhere does she com-
ment on the declining quality 
of health care in her district. 
Specifically, her campaign 
literature never mentions the 
parade of cutbacks in health 
care at Bon Secours Rappahan-
nock General Hospital.

The Northern Neck has one 
of the oldest age profiles of any 
area in Virginia, but Del. Ran-
sone seems oblivious to the 
problems her older constitu-
ents will face with health care 
cuts.

It is time to elect someone 
who will represent the entire 
99th District, not just Bevans 
Oyster Company. We need 
Francis Edwards to represent 
the whole district, not just a 
family business.

Syd Garriss, 
Kilmarnock

Mike Fortner, a Republican in 
the Illinois General Assem-
bly. The plan is based on four 
criteria: preserving county 
boundaries; compactness; 
competitiveness (the higher 
number of districts that could 
be won by either major politi-
cal party, the better); and repre-
sentational fairness (matching 
the partisan bias of the state’s 
districts with the history of 
statewide partisan voting pat-
terns). 

Of course, Rep. Fortner’s 
proposal was turned down by 
the state legislature in 2011. 
Unfortunately, Rep. Fortner 
has decided not to run for re-
election when his term expires 
in 2019.

Wouldn’t it be great if the 
people we elect to govern at the 
state and federal levels in our 
(sort of) democracy actually 
supported allowing election out-
comes to reflect accurately what 
the majority of voters want?

Reedville

Disrespect akin
to terrorism

In response, “To stand or not 
to stand,” I will always stand 
for Old Glory and the national 
anthem. Fact!

I, too, am a Vietnam Veteran. 
I have respect for others that 
served before, after and with 
me. The price of ‘freedom’ is 
not free. No money can replace 
someone’s arm or leg, night-
mares or life. These big, bad 
NFL players would scream 
and run and hide and wet their 
pants if they had to go and fight 
like our brave men and women 
face every day in any combat 
zone. Most wouldn’t make it 
through basic training. 

War has allowed us the free-
dom to have a “Free Republic” 
(if you can keep it) to have the 
freedoms we are so blessed to 
have today.

If the players want to kneel 
in their right to protest, so be 
it. But do it on their own time, 
not on their boss’s dime.

I will not buy products from 
businesses that advertise for 
anything on, or with the NFL. 
That’s money I will spend with 
other businesses now.

The last ‘Divider in Chief,’ 
Obama, for eight years never 
missed an opportunity to 
divide America into the hatred 

we have today. The fake 
news media helped Obama 
divide and conquer America, 
as Obama left it as Amerika 
(not misspelled). Come into 
the realm of Obama, com-
rade. Why hasn’t Obama, or 
Hillary come out and called 
“Antifa, Terrorist”? “Terrorist” 
is what they are? 

I do not support any hate 
group, white, black, green, or 
purple. I truly believe that “all 
men are created equal.”

Will the media ever tell us 
facts again?  Or maybe both 
sides of things, like they once 
upon a time did?  I love my 
country, but I fear the news as 
it is not truthful.

“America” home of the free, 
because of the brave.

Roger Guy,

A contradiction
In a recent letter, a famil-

iar writer criticized President 
Trump for attempting to stifle 
the recent NFL protests. But, 
before doing so, he spent two 
paragraphs boasting that he 
fought two years in Vietnam 
and his family, also soldiers, 
fought in the ongoing Middle 
East wars “for the right for 
peaceful protest...”

The writer gave no reason 
for his and his family’s warring 
behavior other than the desire 
to protect “the right for peace-
ful protest.”

What a peculiar boast. 
Think about it. The writer and 
his family fought from one 
end of the world to the other, 
not because the countries they 
were fighting had attacked, or 
threatened to attack, Amer-
ica but, rather, because they 
believed the right of peace-
ful protest in America was in 
jeopardy. So much for Just 
War Theory.

In fact, whenever American 
protest rights have ever been 
threatened, the culprit has 
always been the American gov-
ernment, not foreign govern-
ments. Always. For example, 
Uncle Sam spied on Martin 
Luther King because, among 
other things, King publicly and 
famously declared the Vietnam 
War to be “dishonorable and 
unjust” and encouraged con-
scientious objection to the war. 
Uncle Sam was seeking a way 
to silence King, not tolerate his 
protest.

Perversely, then, the writer 
fought for the very govern-
ment that attempted to stifle the 
very thing the writer claims he 
fought for, namely, the right of 
peaceful protest.

Finally, I would remind 
the writer that America lost 
the Vietnam War. If America 
fought for the right of protest 
and lost, then the right of pro-
test should have been lost. It 
wasn’t. Ditto for the Middle 
East Wars.

The writer and his family 
appear to have fought for no 
good reasons in the spectacu-
larly destructive and expensive 
Vietnam and Middle East wars. 
Their bad.

White Stone
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Citizens of Lancaster County
Can’t make up your mind?

 
 

Thursday, October 12, 2017 
Supervisor (1st & 5th Districts) 

School Board (1st & 5th Districts)
Commissioner of Revenue

The friends of Lancaster County VA and the Lancaster Community Library are  
hosting this event as a public service. These organizations are non-political  

and neither support nor endorse any candidate for any position.

The sole purpose of this event is to provide an opportunity for all citizens to  
interact in one place prior to one of the most important duties of a citizen:  

informed voting for the person of their choice.

Please attend.

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.

When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands – whether in print or on a 
mobile device – you hold a powerful tool 
to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 1-7, 2017, is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring you 
the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

“Real Newspapers ... Real News!”

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 1-7, 2017

Do you remember?
This 1953 photograph shows Kemps Texaco Service Station in Irvington, reported 

YOUR LETTERS
Re-elect Ransone

I have had the pleasure and 
honor to get to know Del. 
Margaret Ransone, since her 
election to the Virginia House 
of Delegates in 2012, on both 
a personal and professional 
basis and my respect for her is 
immense.

Del. Ransone is a dedicated, 
fiscally responsible, public 
servant with a common sense 
approach to solving the many 
problems currently facing Vir-
ginia and the Northern Neck 
specifically. She is a voice 
of reason that is heard and 
respected on both sides of the 
aisle in Richmond. She under-
stands that being a good stew-
ard to our environment and fos-
tering a strong business com-
munity go hand in hand. She 
genuinely cares about people, 
is responsive to her constituents 
and is devoted to her family.

Del. Ransone is active 
throughout the community, 
participating in Shop With 
the Sheriff assisting those less 
fortunate with back to school 
shopping, National Night Out 
supporting community/law 
enforcement partnership, the 
Frazier/Mason Some Gave All 
Ride assisting area disabled 
veterans, 3 Ribbons for 3 Rea-
sons raising distracted driv-
ing awareness, visiting area 
schools and many other com-
munity events and causes.

Her community involvement 
throughout the 99th District 
and vision of the future speaks 
volumes of her commitment.

Del. Ransone patroned bills 
such as HB2313 giving King 
George County the authority 
to decide location of a courts 
facility, and HB1748 giving 
grieving relatives easier access 
to accident reports main-
tained by DMV. Each year she 
improves the efficiency of gov-
ernment.

Del. Ransone has my full 
support and endorsement and I 
urge you to get out and vote this 
November 7, to re-elect Marga-
ret as our representative in the 
Virginia House of Delegates.

King George

Does she care?
There have been a lot of 

pro-Ransone letters lately, so I 
started some research. 

On Del. Ransone’s Facebook 
page, I learned that “I want to 
serve for the people I care most 
about.” 

Since I have never met her, 
I guessed that I am not one 
of those. If I were, perhaps I 
would have had a chance to be 
one of those lottery-winning 
constituents who got to meet 
with her and Ed Gillespie at an 
undisclosed location (to non-
winners) on September 26.

But, since I didn’t even know 
about the lottery, didn’t see it 
published or advertised any-
where, I thought to look at 
what her voting record might 
show about whomever it is that 
she does care about:

Del. Ransone denied insur-
ance coverage to 36,000 of 
Congressional District 1 con-
stituents by voting against 
accepting federal payment for 
Medicaid expansion. 

She voted to prohibit cities 
from increasing minimum 
wage or benefits and “Yea” to 
reducing state employee retire-
ment benefits.

Her votes to require ultra-
sounds and repeal HPV vac-
cine requirements were only 
two of her many votes against 
women’s rights. 

Her votes to block adoptions 
and allow refusal of services 
“for religious reasons” are just 
two of those to discriminate 
against LGBTQ citizens.

She has voted for using 
Photo ID and other bills 
making it more difficult to vote 
and walked out, blocking on a 
vote on non-partisan redistrict-
ing that had already passed the 
Senate. 

She voted against sanctuary 
cities and for police checks on 
immigration status during an 
arrest. 

 None of those votes directly 
hurt me at this point in my 
life, so maybe I am among the 
“most cared-about” although I 
wasn’t among the invited. 

Reedville

Amazing choice
for school board

I am writing this letter in 
regards to Ms. Margaret Socey, 
who is running for District 5 
school board representative.

I have served with Margaret 
on the Lancaster County Vir-
ginia Education Foundation 
board since 2007. Margaret is 
an enthusiastic and dedicated 
leader. 

She is the cornerstone of 
the Lancaster County Virginia 
Education Foundation. She 
has been instrumental in writ-
ing grants and raising funds 
for the following initiatives: 
Third grade Washington, D.C., 
trip, Celebration of Excellence 
Banquet for Lancaster High 
School students, mini-grants 
for teachers, field trips for 
Lancaster Middle School stu-
dents and many more.

She has great leadership 
skills, such as persistence, 
organization and vision. She 
has served as a volunteer tutor 
for Lancaster County Schools, 
for many years, as well. She 
cares and has a great attitude. 
She has encouraged me by her 
dedication to service to her 
community. 

Thank you for your consid-
eration of this amazing candi-
date for school board. 
Jamilah Sawyer, White Stone, 
LPS counselor, LCVEF president

Submit letters to 
editor@rapprecord.com

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11
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AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

AUTO, HOME, FLOOD, BOAT, BONDS, 
COMMERCIAL, LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE

ESTABLISHED IN 1959
435-1677 KILMARNOCK

Hello, 

My name is Daisy Mae and I’m a 5-month-
old yellow Lab puppy. My family took me in 
when I was 2 months old but little did they 
know that I was born with a liver shunt. This 

out of my blood. I’m currently under medical 
management.  

Surgery is available to correct my condition 
but it cannot be performed in Virginia and it 
is very costly. With surgery, I can live a long 
healthy life but without it I might not live to  

My family is doing everything they can and 
would appreciate any help they receive. If you 
would like to donate to my cause, you can do 
so by visiting my GoFundMe page,  
or by calling Charlene Hurst at  
(804) 761-4235.  

https://www.gofundme.com/ 
daisys-vet-fund

With love, 
Daisy

Sat.
Nov. 18

8:30 am to 
12:30 pm

GRACE HOUSE 
AT GRACE EPISCOPAL

CHURCH

HISTORYLAND
Community
Workshop

Get ready for the holidays!
Come join us at the sale!

All proceeds go to scholarships and education!
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Jams, Jellies and Pickles

Baked Goods

Boutique

Cheddar Cheese

Holiday Items

Table Trees

Third Anniversary Sale-A-Bration!
October 10-14

Extended Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9am-5pm

20% off store wide on fabrics and notions!  
10% off sewing cabinets, machines and chairs!

     Quilting Fabrics & MoreQuilting Fabrics & More

Daily drawings! View and vote for your favorite Sewlovelee  
customer creation. Winner will receive a $100 gift card!

YOUR LETTERS

Entrust students
to Carolyn Young

As a concerned member of 
this community, I have had 
the pleasure of meeting many 
of our citizens who unselfishly 
give of their time and talents 
to enhance life for all citizens 
and to make this a great place 
to live and grow.

One such person is Caro-
lyn Young, candidate for the 
Lancaster school board’s Dis-
trict 5. She has proven to be 
one who sees the necessity 
of maximizing the potential 
of our children and preparing 
them to successfully achieve 
their career aspirations either 
through a college education or 
technical/vocational programs 
of their choosing. 

She is committed and pas-
sionate about identifying, 
developing and implementing 
programs to help our children 
attain the skills and knowledge 
necessary to unlock the doors 
of their future and their respon-
sibilities to becoming valued 
and proud members of our 
community while contributing 
to its growth as concerned citi-
zens and its future leaders. 

Mrs. Young is a seasoned 
dedicated educator with 19 
years of experience at the high 
school and college levels and 
willingly shares her innovative 
ideas to help our community 

Norris Bridge 
looking good

I wonder if anyone has 
noticed just how beautiful our 
bridge is becoming. With all 
the hard work and time spent 
within the past couple of years, 
our “blue” bridge is slowly 
emerging. 

Who was responsible for 
choosing the powder blue 
color?

Kudos to whomever, as the 
structure blends into a “sky-
scape,” so to speak, surely 
making it more pleasing to the 
eye. If you have not noticed, 
please take a ride and experi-
ence art in our mechanical 
world. 

Will the proposed “towers” 
also be as beautiful? And be 
a part of a “skyscape”? We 
wonder.

Eliza G. Wright,
Kilmarnock

Del. Ransone
where are you?

“No-Show” Margaret disap-
pears twice in one week.

With the House of Delegates 
election one month away, let-
ters of support for our cur-
rent invisible delegate—”No-
Show” Margaret—are all over 
the Letters page.

My question for these letter-
writers is: If Margaret Ransone 
cares so much for the people of 
the 99th District, where is she 
hiding?

 Last week, she refused to 
appear at two well-attended 
public events. 

Ransone originally accepted 
an invitation to speak to West-
moreland Indivisible; later, 
she backed out. House of 
Delegates candidate Francis 
Edwards was there and spoke 
with the crowd, along with 
Vangie Williams, 2018 candi-
date for the First District Con-
gressional seat.

Ransone outright refused to 
participate in the candidates’ 
forum sponsored by the Nor-
thumberland NAACP, held at 
Northumberland High School, 
September 26. Every other 
local candidate was present, 
addressed the crowd and took 
questions—Francis Edwards, 
candidate for House of Del-
egates was there as were can-
didates for the Northumber-
land board of supervisors and 
school board.

Where is “No-Show” Mar-
garet? 

Of course, she’s upholding a 
long-standing Republican tra-
dition of ignoring the people 
of her district. “Where’s Rob?” 
Wittman has refused to hold a 
town hall meeting for at least 
seven years and will not even 
release his schedule to the 
public.

Joe Schlatter,

Because the October topic 
of the Rappahannock Indi-
visible—We the People open 
meeting is voter registration, 
which closes this year on Octo-
ber 16, the group has moved its 
meeting up a week, to Wednes-
day, October 11.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship of the Rap-
pahannock, 366 James Wharf 
Road, White Stone. A how-to-
register-voters training session 
will follow.

The speaker will be Garry 
Ellis of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Elections. Ellis will 
speak about Virginia elections.  
Many folks don’t realize that 
Virginia has an election for 
some office every year, said 
media contact Mari Bonomi.

Ellis also will speak about 
registration, including what 
one must do to register to vote 

move in a positive and progres-
sive direction. 

Ephesians 2:10 is very clear 
when it says “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them.” 

The works that need to be 
accomplished in our schools 
requires someone who consis-
tently displays a kind heart and 
love for all people, especially 
children. I believe with all of 
my heart that God created Mrs. 
Young to do the good work in 
our school system and commu-
nity for such a time as this. 

As a pastor, I enthusiasti-
cally endorse her candidacy 
for school board member and 
gladly place the educational 
development of the children of 
my congregation into her very 
capable hands.
The Rev. Dr. Tyron D. Williams,

Wicomico Church

Indivisible group to
host election session

in Virginia. He will clarify 
registration, voting and voting 
rights restoration regulations.

Following the presentation, 
Ellis will run a brief training 
session for anyone in the com-
munity who wishes to become 
certified to register people to 
vote. There are no membership 
requirements to participate in 
this training and no need to reg-
ister in advance, said Bonomi.

Rappahannock Indivisible is 
working on behalf of all citi-
zens in the Northern Neck to 
assure that everyone eligible to 
vote casts a ballot. To help with 
this task, the group is organiz-
ing groups of volunteers to 
drive people to the registrar’s 
office and, on voting day, to the 
polls.

Transportation will be avail-
able for those calling 480-9047 
for a ride. Rappahannock Indi-
visible will help get people 
there and home again, she said.

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701


