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C L A R AV I L L E — M e n h a d e n , 
and how many should be caught, 
is again the focus of debate. The 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC) is address-
ing the ecological role of the fish 
and is updating its management plan 
to possibly adjust the catch limits 
and also potentially changing the 
way the catch limits are distributed.

Five years ago, hundreds gathered 
locally to discuss catch limits on the 
small, oily, bait fish which people 
don’t eat. And again last Thursday, 
some 250 people waited in line at 
Northumberland High School in 
Claraville to hear about an Atlantic 
menhaden draft amendment pro-
posed by ASMFC.

Navigating through the 131-page 
draft amendment 3 is nearly impos-
sible for the layman, so ASMFC is 
hosting 15 state hearings for public 
comment in 12 Atlantic states from 
Maine to Florida through Septem-
ber. Public comment on the amend-
ment is accepted through Octo-
ber 20. A final vote will be taken 
November 13 and 14 in Baltimore.

The general consensus at last 
week’s hearing in Northumberland 
County, one of three scheduled in 
Virginia, was to follow the opinion 
of representatives from Omega Pro-
tein Inc., the menhaden processing 
company based in Reedville.

Megan Ware, ASMFC fishing 
and management plan coordinator, 
broke the amendment down to seven 
key issues with the greatest impact 

LHS golfers win
district championship

Lancaster High School golf coach Ned Goode congratulates Nicklaus 
Ford after he shot par on the playoff hole to help lead the Red Devils 
to the Northern Neck District tournament championship Monday 
at Quinton Oaks Golf Course. The Devils edged host Rappahannock 
for the title. All four district teams will advance to the Region A 
tournament Monday, October 2, at Hobbs Hole Golf Course. More 
coverage appears on C1. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

LANCASTER—Planning com-
mission members last week passed 
three amended zoning ordinance 
articles to Lancaster supervisors 
with a recommendation for pas-
sage. 

The amendments included a few 
additions and minor text and struc-
ture changes to make them consis-

tent. There was no discussion or 
public comment during the related 
hearing.

“They are basically cosmetic 
changes,” said planning and land 
use director Don Gill.

Member Steve Sorensen made 
the motion to recommend Arti-
cle 15 dealing with enforcement; 
David Chupp made the motion for 
Article 16 dealing with amend-
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Community sides with Omega Protein 
on draft menhaden quota regulations

With a show of hands, the audience voted in favor of options supported by Omega Protein Inc. during 
a public hearing on draft amendments to Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission menhaden 
management regulations. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

locally. Omega Protein accounts 
for about 75% of the coastal catch 
of menhaden. The rest are caught 
by smaller commercial and recre-
ational operations.

Catch limits that were adopted 
five years ago resulted in layoffs 
at the Reedville plant, the larg-
est employer in Northumberland 
County.

“I was here five years ago, were 
you?” Northumberland resident Bill 
Purcell asked Ware, who answered 
no. “Well, someone just like you 
was here, telling us that menhaden 
were overfished,” Purcell said, when 
science found “that they were in fact 
not overfished.” 

Purcell added, “The last time you 
were here, you cost 45 people their 
jobs and they did not get those jobs 
back.......I know what these people 
are trying to do and that’s put Omega 
out of business.”

According to ASFMC reports, 
menhaden are important forage fish 
and a prime source of food for other 
fish such as striped bass, for birds 
such as osprey and eagles, and for 
other marine mammals. ASMFC has 
come up with reference points or 
benchmarks to measure the menha-
den stock’s health. ASFMC has been 
working with advisers to determine 
the reference points. That study 
should be complete in 2019.

Meanwhile, ASFMC is trying to 
determine how the catch should be 
divided among the 15 Atlantic states 
it manages. The commission has 
looked at historic data to help deter-
mine if new catch limits are needed 
and are considering new specifica-
tions for the 2018 season.

“In the words of the great Yogi 
Berra, it’s like deja vu all over 
again,” said Lancaster County 
administrator Frank Pleva.

Although Omega is in Northum-
berland, it is also a large employer 
of Lancaster County residents, just 
behind the school system and medi-
cal facilities, said Pleva. Some 40% 
of Omega’s workforce are Lancaster 

County residents.
“Any adverse effect on Omega 

will have a ripple effect on the eco-
nomic structure across the North-
ern Neck...this looks like a solution 
looking for a problem,” he said.

Northumberland County admin-
istrator Luttrell Tadlock, speaking 
on behalf of the county supervisors, 
said the board opposes any negative 
language in the amendment which 
would have an impact on Omega.

Pleva and Tadlock were among 
about 20 speakers, who included 
several representatives from Omega 
and a representative from Del. Mar-
garet Ransone’s office.

Ware reviewed the issues relating 
to reference points, allocation meth-
ods and time frames, quota transfers, 
quota rollovers, incidental catch and 
small scale fisheries, episodic events 
and Chesapeake Bay reduction fish-
ery caps and the related options of 
consideration for each issue. She 
then called for a show of hands in 
support of an option.

With each issue, Omega Protein 
vice president of operations Monty 
Deihl or public affairs manager 
Ben Landry would express Omega’s 
opinion on the options. The crowd 
unanimously supported Omega’s 
chosen options with each issue.

Regarding reference points, 
Landry said the “existing [ecologi-
cal] reference points are certainly 
precautionary enough” and Omega 
supported using the current single-
species reference points while men-

Planning commission recommends three zoning 
ordinance amendments to Lancaster supervisors

by Audrey Thomasson ments; and Glenn Pinn Jr. made 
the motion for Article 17 dealing 
with administration and interpre-
tation. The motions passed unani-
mously with the additional votes of 
vice chairman Tara Booth and Bob 
Smart. Members Tom Richardson 
and chairman Ty Brent did not 
attend the meeting.

In other business, the commis-
sion began discussion on Article 
14 which outlines provisions for 
appeals. 

“The Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) has reviewed this article 
since they are the board charged 
with its compliance and hearing 
appeals and requests for variances 
from the zoning ordinance,” said 
Gill. “The BZA has requested an 
amendment to include the addition 
of two alternate members to their 
board to ensure applicants will have 
a full f ive-member board deciding 
a case” in the event a member is 
absent or recuses himself.

All of the the BZA members are 
in agreement on the addition, said 
Sorenson. 

“We have had occasion when 
only three members were here,” he 
said.

Chupp asked for a 48-hour 
notice should an alternative be 
required. Gill noted the state’s 
requirement is a 24-hour minimum 
notif ication.

Members agreed to hold a public 
hearing on Article 14 at the next 
planning meeting, November 9.

According to Gill, if no land use 
applications come in to his office, 
planners will not hold a me

COMMUNITY, continued on page A2
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Omega Protein Inc. vice 
president in charge of 
operations Monty Deihl 
addresses the crowd. Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

haden specific ecological ref-
erence points are developed. 
Existing reference points 
have been used for decades 
to manage menhaden and 
Ware pointed out that the cur-
rent modeling does include 
methods to account for natu-
ral mortality impacts from 
predators.

Regarding allocation meth-
ods and time frames, Omega 
supported an option to 
allow for distribution based 
on historic landings which 
would allow Omega’s quota 
to remain the same at least 
until harvests are raised to 
the pre-quota levels; essen-
tially getting all states back 
to the ‘status quo’ baseline 
average harvests from 2009-
12 which was 212,000 metric 
tons coast-wide. As the over-
all coast-wide quota went 
beyond that 212,000 level, 
then state quotas could begin 
to deviate from historic allo-
cation percentages to allow 
for other states to grow their 
harvests at a faster pace.

Most options presented 
divided the catch limits more 
evenly among the states by 
cutting Virginia’s allocation 
percentage lower than his-
toric landings while increas-

The line extended outside of Northumberland High School as about 250 people filed into the auditorium for the 
hearing. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland Association 
for Progressive Stewardship 
(NAPS) will hold its 2017 
creek clean-up on Sunday, 
October 1, along the Little 
Wicomico River starting at 
noon.

After lunch, the boats 
will deploy from Cock-
rell’s Marine Railway, 309 
Railway Road, Heathsville, 
which will also be the land-
ing to deliver trash to be 
sorted for recycling.

“We are asking captains 
to take responsibility for 
specific arms of the river,” 
said Dr. Lynton Land, who 
is organizing the boats and 
captains.

For boat crews, NAPS 
board member Shauna 
McCranie plans to bring a 
dozen fifth grade Talented 
and Gifted students. In addi-
tion, NAPS is enlisting Beta 
Club members from Nor-
thumberland High School, 
as well as Boy Scouts.

NAPS volunteers will set 
up the lunch at the start of 
the event and sort the trash 
at the end of the clean-up. 
T-shirts will be presented to 
all participants.

Dr. Land also will lead a 
tour of the oyster aquacul-
ture operation at the site.

“A generous donation 
from Omega Protein will 
help offset expenses,” said 
NAPS president Mike Ahart. 
“We also thank Cockrell’s 
Marine Railway for its con-
tribution to the event.”

Cockrell’s Marine Rail-
way, in its fourth genera-
tion of family ownership, 
has restroom facilities and 
other amenities. To reach 
the marina by land, from 
Northumberland Highway 
in Burgess, turn onto Hack’s 
Neck Road. Go 4.9 miles 
and turn right onto Wicom-
ico Point Road, which runs 
into Railway Road.

The marina is at the ter-
minus of Railway Road. By 
boat, the GPS coordinates 
are: Latitude 37.54.11 N; 
Longitude 076.17.7 W.

FREDERICKSBURG—
Work zone hours have been 
extended for spot structural 
steel repairs under way on the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge.

From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon-
days through Saturdays, Route 
3 will be reduced to a single 
lane for approximately a mile 
over the Rappahannock River, 
reported Kelly Hannon. Work 
is anticipated to continue 
through November 2017.

During these times drivers 
will encounter one-way, alter-
nating traffic on the bridge. 
Traffic will be controlled by 
automatic flagging stations and 
flagging crews, said Hannon. 

KILMARNOCK—Mace-
donia Baptist Church, Heaths-
ville, in cooperation with 
Abiding Faith Baptist Church 
in Kilmarnock and other 
churches in the Northern Neck, 
will receive donations for the 
victims of Hurricane Harvey 
over the next two weeks.

A trailer will be parked from 
3 to 6 p.m. today, Septem-
ber 28, at the Westmoreland 
Department of Social Ser-
vices, 18849 Kings Highway 
in Montross, reported the Rev. 
Dr. Barbara L. Cain, pastor of 
Abiding Faith.

The trailer will be at Grace 
Episcopal Church, 303 South 
Main Street in Kilmarnock, 
on Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, October 2, 4 and 5, 
said Rev. Cain. No water, food, 
or gift cards will be collected at 
this time, she said.

Suggested items include new 
and unopened toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, deodorant, mouth-
wash, body soap, shampoo, 
conditioner, lotion, laundry 
detergent, hairbrushes, combs, 

blankets, over-the-counter 
medicine, pillows, sleeping 
bags, sheets, towels and wash-
cloths.

Also, bleach, mops, brooms, 
face masks, heavy gloves, 
buckets, flashlights, batteries, 
can openers, insect repellent, 
toilet tissue, paper towels, tis-
sues, bandages, extra large 
garbage bags, first aid kits, 
hygiene supplies, feminine 
products, paper plates, sil-
verware, disinfectant wipes, 
scrub brushes and construc-
tion tools.

Suggested items for children 
include boys and girls clothes, 
undergarments, shoes, socks, 
baby formula, coloring books, 
crayons, games, stuffed ani-
mals, diapers, pull-ups, baby 
wipes and toys.

Suggested items for men and 
women include clothes, under-
garments, shoes, socks, purses 
and wallets.

For further directions, 
contact the Macedonia Bap-
tist Church at 580-2395, or 
admin@macedoniaheat

Community sides with Omega Protein on draft regulations
continued from page A1

ing harvests for states which 
historically do not harvest 
great amounts of menha-
den. Virginia has historically 
had the greatest catch totals 
among the 15 coastal states.

“You should be offended by 
the other options,” said Deihl. 
“Because they want to get 
some for themselves at Vir-
ginia’s expense when in fact 
the science clearly supports 
increasing the overall coast-
wide quota allowing all states 
to grow their catch fairly.”

The crowd also voted to 
support quota transfers and 
up to a 50% unused quota 
rollover. For example, if a 

quota allocation is one mil-
lion pounds and 600,000 
pounds are harvested, up to 
200,000 pounds of unused 
quota can be rolled over to the 
next year.

Omega supports either 
removing the Chesapeake 
Bay fishery cap or maintain-
ing the cap of 87,216 metric 
tons.

Deihl noted the ASMFC 
technical committee had 
advised the management 
board the cap be eliminated 
several years ago because it is 
not scientifically supported. 

“There is no such thing 
as a localized depletion. It’s 

a migratory species,” said 
Deihl.

He said the Chesapeake 
Bay cap was implemented 
due to political pressures and 
“it has no scientific basis to 
be there. It’s purely political.” 

To read the proposed draft 
amendment 3, visit the fish-
eries commission website 
at asmfc.org. Comments on 
the draft should be sent to 
Megan Ware, FMP Coordi-
nator, 1050 North Highland 
Street, Suite A-N, Arlington, 
VA 22201, faxed to 703-842-
0741, or emailed to com-
ments@asmfc.org (subject 
line: draft amd 3).

Moon Webb remembered for
his dedication to the carnival

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department recently 
installed a plaque at the KVFD Carnival Grounds, 200 
Waverly Avenue, Kilmarnock, dedicated to the memory 
of Moon Webb. A loyal volunteer, Webb is remembered 
as the oldest volunteer to dedicate time to the annual 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department Firemen’s 
Festival. From left are KVFD member Tom Jones and 
representatives of the Webb trust,  Ann Shelton and 
George Snead.

Donation drive continues
for Hurricane Harvey relief

Clean-up 
is set for 
October 1
on Little
Wicomico

Daily work hours extended for
steel repairs on Norris Bridge
Expect delays
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
six days a week

When the steel repair work 
zone is in place, temporary 
traffic signals on the bridge 
will be placed in flash mode.  

Temporary traffic signals are 
controlling one-way traffic at 
the center spans of the Norris 
Bridge as part of a $12.8 mil-
lion painting project. Cleaning 
and painting the bridge’s center 
spans will protect its structural 
steel elements and prevent 
deterioration and corrosion.

When the steel repairs are 
completed each day, the traf-
fic signals will resume color 
operation and will again con-
trol traffic. The temporary traf-
fic signals will remain in place 
until the end of the painting 
project in June 2018.

A $1.1 million contract for 
structural steel repairs on the 
Norris Bridge was awarded to 
McLean Contracting Co. of 
Glen Burnie, Md.

LANCASTER—Two public hearings are on the Lancaster 
board of supervisors’ docket for Thursday, September 
28. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Charlie Poindexter and Darren and Rosha Cook have requested 
a special exception to place a single-wide manufactured home 
on a 0.663-acre parcel at 938 Nuttsville Road. The property is 
zoned R-1, residential general.

Supervisors also will consider text amendments to zoning 
ordinances, including Article 11 sign regulations, Article 12 
non-conforming uses, and Article 13 general provisions.

Other agenda items include appropriation of grant funds for 
emergency medical services, a request for supplemental appro-
priation for the Lancaster County Circuit Court Clerk and a 
closed session on personnel.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Call today to receive your paper
and/or online subscription!
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Clic Magnetic Eyewear

Four local ladies really 
like to dig into Northern 

Neck and Northumberland 
County history.

When the TV series “Find-
ing Your Roots” needed 
assistance to support family 
research for an upcoming 
celebrity guest with ties to 
the area, they contacted the 
Northumberland County 
Historical Society for help. 
Right away some of the 
area’s best researchers — 
Marsha Benya, Janet Cock-
rell, Dr. Hilary Derby and 
Laura Hazel — were on it, 
reported Susan Hudson. 

Hosted by Dr. Henry 
Louis Gates Jr., the hour-
long TV show is broadcast 
on PBS at 8 p.m. Tuesdays 
and always presents inter-
esting and unknown family 
history for two current 
celebrities on each weekly 
program, said Hudson.

It is a customary prac-
tice for the producers to 
reach out to local historical 
societies when they need 
“boots on the ground help,” 
reported Hazel.

Cockrell and Benya said 
the program’s director was 
interested in researching 
the Coles family as well as 
African American slave and 
Free African American fami-
lies in the county, especially 
between the years of 1780 
and 1790. 

“Because we were not 
able to obtain digital high-
resolution copies of these 
documents, we provided 
very good photocopies of 
records in their original size 
and noted the coloration on 
the original paper and inks,” 
said Derby.

This resulted in “thirty-
eight 11 by 17-inch pages 
being copied directly from 
the original Court Record 
Will Books and mailed to 
the show’s researchers,” she 
said.

To trace these family 
lines, hours were spent 
going through court records, 
wills, inventories and Chan-
cery Court records at the 
Office of the Clerk of the 
Court in Heathsville, which 
delighted Northumberland 
County Master Circuit Court 
Clerk Deborah Bingham.

Observing descendants, 
historians and genealogists 
visit the Records Room, she 
realizes just how important 
the county’s holdings are 
to families being able to 
connect to their relatives’ 
records and is happy to see 
them accessed, said Bing-
ham. 

Although they aren’t sure 
which celebrity, which or 
how many segments their 
research will support, the 
new series starts on October 
3 and they hope a lot of resi-
dents will start tuning in to 

From left, Marsha Benya, Deborah Bingham, Hilary Derby, Janet Cockrell and Laura 
Hazel look over late 1700 records.

Local research team supports
‘Finding Your Roots’ series

the weekly program. 
Members of the local 

research team were all happy 
to have been able to help the 
show and have been told by 
the producer, “Thanks for 

participating in the upcom-
ing season of  ‘Finding Your 
Roots’ with Henry Louis 
Gates Jr. We couldn’t have 
done it without you!” said 
Hudson.

Newspapers bring learning to 

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.
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Stay 
Active!

Enjoy a full range 
of sports medicine 
services right here 

on the Middle 
Peninsula and the 

Northern Neck.

Orthopedics

David J. Muron, M.D.
804-693-0529

Steven J. Hospodar, M.D.
804-693-4645

Now seeing 
patients in  

White Stone
804-435-3133

riversideonline.com/goortho

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital is designated as a 
Blue Distinction Center+ for Knee & Hip Replacement 
by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, an independent 
licensee of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association

HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” Lyons recently reported 
two people have been indicted for manslaughter 
in the overdose death of Robert Steven Auman, 
51, of Reedville.

On September 13, Orville Hugh King III, 29, 
and Joan Marie Parks, 40, both of Lancaster, 
were charged under an indictment issued by a 
Multi Jurisdictional Grand Jury in Northumber-
land County, said Sheriff Lyons.

On April 4, 2017, deputies were dispatched to 

a residence at 132 Harbor Drive in the Reedville 
area, where they found Auman lying on the floor 
unresponsive, said Sheriff Lyons. He was later 
pronounced dead at the scene. Witnesses say 
that Auman had used heroin, a severely addic-
tive opioid, earlier that day. 

Members of the Chesapeake Bay Drug and 
Gang Task Force were notified of the suspicious 
death and after a six-month-long investigation 
into the event, King and Parks were indicted for 
manslaughter stemming from the distribution of 

heroin to Auman. 
The chief medical examiner’s office also con-

cluded that the drugs found in Auman’s body 
included fentanyl, a very powerful Schedule I 
manmade narcotic commonly used to cut with 
heroin, said Sheriff Lyons. 

Over the past few years, heroin and fentanyl 
abuse has gained a lot of national and state/local 
attention. Many press releases from the federal 
and state governments have been issued in an 
effort to educate the public of the crisis, and the 

danger that just a tiny amount of exposure to fen-
tanyl/heroin can cause serious bodily harm—in 
this case a contributing factor to death, Sheriff 
Lyons said.

The Northumberland County Sheriff’s Office 
and Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office teamed 
up with the Virginia State Police Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation Drug Enforcement Sec-
tion to form the Chesapeake Bay Drug and 
Gang Task Force to combat the distribution and 
usage of illegal drugs in the Northern Neck.

Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
charges against 10 individuals.

According to Sheriff McCra-
nie, there is no additional 
information to report about the 
recent death investigation of Mr. 
Graham K. McCormick, whose 
body was recovered from water 
near the mouth of Carters Creek 
on August 11.

Felony
Keywon M. Gaskins, 21, of 

the 4400 block of Jesse duPont 
Memorial Highway, was charged 
September 23 with felony pro-
bation violation in a Northum-
berland County case.

Misdemeanors
A Devils Bottom Road man, 

48, was charged September 18 
with assault and battery.

A Reedville man, 29, was 
charged September 19 with dis-
orderly conduct.

A Montross woman, 21, was 
charged September 20 with con-
tempt of court. 

A Windmill Point Road man, 
26, was charged September 20 
with disorderly conduct.

A Morattico Road man, 25, 
was charged September 20 with 
four counts of unlawful filming 
of another.

A Lara Road man, 57, was 
charged September 20 with 
domestic assault and battery.

A Good Luck Road woman, 
24, was charged September 21 
with failure to appear in court.

A Shore Drive man, 27, was 
charged September 21 with pro-
bation violation.

A Tappahannock woman, 33, 
was charged September 25, by 
Middlesex authorities for a pro-
bation violation in a Lancaster 
County case.

Activity Report
Sept. 17: While working a 

special event on Irvington Road, 
staff had to use pepper spray 
to quell a fight (related arrests 
for disorderly conduct reported 
on September 19 and 20). Staff 
responded to the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for a 
possible boating vessel in distress 
after seeing a signal from a flare 
gun, to the 6000 block of Mary 
Ball Road on a suspicious vehicle 
complaint, and to assist emer-
gency medical services (EMS) 
with a call on Campbell Road.

Sept. 18: Staff responded 
with Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a mental health 
emergency on Harris Road, to 
a fight call on Swamp Lane, to 
the Department of Social Ser-
vices on a report of child sexual 
assault, and to a curse and abu-
sive language complaint on 
North Main Street (subject was 
gone on arrival).

Sept. 19: Staff notified the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a motor-
ist’s report of heavy debris 
being a traffic hazard in the 
9000 block of Mary Ball Road, 
at the request of Northumber-
land authorities responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Morat-
tico Church Road (scene turned 
over to Northumberland for 
domestic assault charges), to a 
duck hunting violation off of 
Cherry Point Road, and to a pos-
sible attempted burglary in the 
20500 block of Mary Ball Road, 
received a burglary report from 
a Devils Bottom Road resident 
(Sanyo television stolen, $300 
loss), received a grand larceny 
report from Old Fairgrounds 
Way (cash and iPhone, incident 
occurred on Old Salem Road, 

iPhone recovered, $360 cash 
stolen), and intercepted a vehicle 
with three occupants reportedly 
involved in theft of building 
materials from Levering Lane 
(contractor was notified and 
chose not to prosecute at the 
time).

Sept. 21: Staff responded to 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury to assist staff in 
dealing with a confused elderly 
resident, with KPD to Roseneath 
Avenue on a complaint about 
smoke from a reported con-
trolled burn on Irvington Road, 
and to a domestic disturbance on 
Pine Drive (alcohol involved).

Sept. 22: Staff responded to a 
hit and run incident in the 6000 
block of Mary Ball Road, to a 
shots fired call on Weems Road 
in the vicinity of Gaskins Road, 
to a public drunkenness com-
plaint on South Main Street, to 
a single vehicle traffic crash on 
Chases Road, and to a domes-
tic disturbance on Beach Road; 
received a citizen’s complaint of 
attempted fraud by telephone; 
and notified the game warden of 
a hunting complaint on Cherry 
Point Drive.

Sept. 23: Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance on 
West Point Road, with KPD to 
a domestic disturbance in the 
16500 block of Mary Ball Road, 
to the end of Windmill Point 
Road on a complaint of a vehicle 
parked on the beach, to Lancaster 
Shores on a complaint of under-
age drivers on the highway, to a 
trespass on Old Orchard Drive, 
to North Main Street for a small 
child not restrained properly in 
a vehicle while on the roadway, 
to Boys Camp Road for a single-
vehicle traffic crash (Middlesex 
authorities were notified when it 

Two Lancaster residents face manslaughter charges
following the investigation of an overdose death

LANCASTER AND NORTHUMBERLAND SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
refusing to leave the property 
when directed to do so by the 
owner, with KPD, Virginia 
State Police and Northumber-
land County Sheriff’s Office 
to a fight call near Roseneath 
Avenue (three subjects, firearm 
reported involved), and to Iberis 
Road to assist EMS, received 
a report of the theft of a wallet 
from a vehicle (wallet recov-
ered, $10 cash stolen), a larceny 
report from a Levelgreen Road 
property owner (Stihl chain 
saw and hedge trimmer; $1,069 
loss), a report of destruction of 
property in the 4,900 block of 
Morattico Road, and a walk-in 
complaint of domestic assault. 
Staff reported being involved in 
a deer strike incident (damages 
estimated at less than $1,500).

Sept. 26: Staff responded 
to Iberis Road to assist EMS; 
received a citizen’s complaint of 
attempted fraud.

Staff also conducted 41 
traffic stops, issued 13 sum-
monses, assisted seven motorists, 
recorded a deer strike accident, 
handled four calls for traffic con-
trol, investigated eight building 
alarms, logged two inmate trans-
ports, received 11 E911 hang-up 
calls and fielded three calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
the 10600 block of River Road 
to assist EMS.

Kilmarnock VFD responded 

to a traffic crash at Mary Ball 
and Good Luck Roads.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a vehicle fire on James Wharf 
Road.
EMS calls

For the week of September 
13 through 23, the Kilmarnock-
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Rescue Squad and Lancaster 
County Emergency Services 
responded to 30 calls for service 
including 12 medical emergen-
cies, nine injuries, a traffic acci-
dent and eight other calls.

Northumberland Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this 
week reported charges against 
four individuals.
Felony

Keywon Maquee Gaskins, 
21, of Heathsville was charged 
September 23 with a capias/
attachment of the body for a pro-
bation violation. This was a Nor-
thumberland County capias and 
served by the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office.
Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg man, 81, was 
charged September 19 with 
assault and battery.

A Reedville man, 29, was 
charged September 19 with dis-
orderly conduct.

A Reedville man, 38, was 
charged September 22 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court.

was determined that the incident 
occurred in the Jamaica area), 
to a report of shots fired in/from 
a house in the 10400 block of 
Jesse duPont Memorial High-
way, and to a domestic assault 
on Fleets Bay Road (step-parent/
adult step-son; victim declined 
to prosecute), notified Richmond 
City authorities of a suicidal 
person, who through an online 
chat room said he was going 
to kill himself (call received by 
Lancaster via cell service), noti-
fied VDOT of a heavy amount 
of trash on Western Branch 
Road; and received a complaint 
of patrons of a Lively area res-
taurant using private driveways 
on Clark Road in order to turn 
around and in doing so damag-
ing lawns and driveway markers.

Sept. 24: Staff responded to 
Shalem Place to assist EMS, to 
the Ottoman area on a report of 
juveniles involved in a theft (the 
parent of the responsible child 
brought the child and the stolen 
property back to the owner), and 
to Little Bay Road on a civil inci-
dent involving recovery of per-
sonal property, received infor-
mation from a California psychi-
atric facility of a patient saying 
he intended to blow up Lancaster 
Courthouse and kill specific per-
sons (it was determined that the 
patient was referring to Lan-
caster, California, not Virginia), 
and a report of the theft of geese 
lawn ornaments from an Old 
Orchard Drive residence ($50 
loss), and notified Richmond 
County authorities of a reck-
less driver westbound from the 
Chinns Mill area (vehicle was 
intercepted, diabetic emergency 
involved, Lancaster contacted 
the family of the driver, who is 
from Weems). 

Sept. 25: Staff responded 
with KPD to a possible stalking 
complaint on DMV Drive, to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash at Mary 
Ball and Good Luck roads, to 
Lancaster Middle School on a 
staff member’s report of finding 
marijuana (7.5 grams recovered; 
juvenile petition to follow), to 
the old White Stone school on 
a complaint of three juveniles 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster County Circuit Court con-
vened on September 22. Judge 
R. Michael McKenney presided 
over the following cases.

Christopher O’Neal Crock-
ett of Weems failed to appear in 
court on a felony probation vio-
lation. The case was continued to 
October 28.

Brandy Nicole Bartron of 
Newport News failed to appear 
on two misdemeanor probation 
violations. The case was contin-
ued to September 29.

Maria F. Thompson’s trial 

on 12 forgery charges and one 
charge of failure to appear was 
postponed on a motion by the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney. 
Judge McKenney noted the 
objection of the defense.

Ashley D. Hosmer of Tappa-
hannock failed to appear on two 
felony probation violations. The 
case was continued to October 
28.

The trial of Kionte Richon 
Walters of Kilmarnock for felony 
break-in and rape was continued 
to December 8 on a motion by 
defense.

Samantha Renee Ellis of 
Warsaw was set for trial Novem-

ber 17 on multiple felony charges 
of distribution of marijuana, 
grand larceny, forgery/uttering 
and forgery.

The trial of Douglas Randell 
Broadus of White Stone was con-
tinued to January 5, 2018, on a 
motion by defense. He is charged 
with five misdemeanors of con-
tributing to the delinquency of a 
minor, one felony of consensual 
sex with a child over 15, and two 
felonies of carnal knowledge of 
13/14 year old. 

The trial of Chelsea Marie 
Jarvis of Bohannon on felony 
grand larceny was continued to 
January 1 on a motion by defense.

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

WHITE STONE—The Middle Peninsula 
Northern Neck Community Services Board 
Prevention, Health & Wellness Division, 
with support from the Virginia Department of 
Behavioral Health & Developmental Services, 
will offer an opioid misuse awareness summit 
Tuesday, December 5, at the White Stone 
Church of the Nazarene, 57 Whisk Drive, 
White Stone.

Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. and the 
summit will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 

including lunch, reported administrative assis-
tant Gina Endres.

Project Lazarus president and chief execu-
tive officer Fred Wells Brason II will present 
Project Lazarus: Community Engagement 
Response to Reach, Teach & Treat.

Registration is required. To register, visit 
www.chvc. Registration will close November 
28. This is a free event. However, a $25 fee 
will be charged for no-shows or cancellations 
made after November 28, said Endres.

CHARLOTTESVILLE—
The Virginia Department of 
Forestry is seeking 13 species of 
acorns or nuts that can be planted 
at its Augusta Forestry Center to 
grow into tree seedlings that will 
become the forests of tomorrow. 
Virginia landowners interested 
in sharing their acorns/nuts are 
asked to follow the following 
guidelines:

During September and early 
October, it is easy to pick up 
acorns/nuts in many yards and 
parking lots. Try to stay away 
from trees in the forest because 
there may be different species of 

trees nearby and the acorns/nuts 
need to be sorted by species for 
proper planting. 

Place the acorns/nuts in a 
breathable sack or bag (no plas-
tic, please). Try to keep as much 
trash (sticks, leaves, gravel) out 
as possible. It doesn’t matter 
if acorns still have the caps on 
them or not.  On the sack/bag, 
please label the species and date 
of collection. Once the acorns/
nuts are collected, place in a 
cool area until you are ready to 
drop them off at a VDOF office. 
Acorns/nuts must be delivered 
to a VDOF office by October 13.  

The species the tree nursery 
needs this year are: Black oak, 
black walnut, Chinese chestnut, 
chestnut oak, live oak, Northern 
red oak, pin oak, sawtooth oak, 
Southern red oak, swamp chest-
nut oak, swamp white oak, white 
oak and willow oak.

“Donating acorns and nuts to 
the VDOF nursery is fast and 
easy, but the tremendous appre-
ciation we have for those who do 
is long lasting, said nursery for-
ester Joshua McLaughlin.”

For help identifying trees, call 
Joshua at the Augusta Forestry 
Center, 540-363-7000.

VDOF seeks acorns/nuts from landowners

Opioid misuse awareness summit set Dec. 5
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chesbank.com  Member FDIC

©2017 Chesapeake Bank. Member FDIC. *Offer limited to one new checking account per household. Offer available to checking accounts opened between 9/7/2017 and 12/15/2017 and may be discontinued at any time. 

$100 will be paid to a Northern Neck area based 501c3 nonprofit organization. *Donations will be made to chosen nonprofits at the conclusion of the promotion. Account needs to be open and in good standing (not 

overdrawn) at the time of the donation, otherwise donation will not take place. The minimum balance to open a myChecking account is $100. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for myChecking 2 is 0.15% for balances 

$2,000 and above; for myChecking 3 0.20% for balances $10,000 to $24,999, 0.30% APY for balances $25,000 to $49,999 and 0.35% APY for balances $50,000 and above. These APYs are accurate as of 8/10/2017. 

APYs are variable and subject to change after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Non-US residents and individuals under 18 years of age are not eligible. This program may be modified or cancelled at 

any time without notice to either party. Member FDIC.

MIGRATE HERE,

SOAR.

and we’ll help your 
favorite nonprofit 

Open a checking account at Chesapeake Bank, and we’ll 
give $100 to your favorite Northern Neck nonprofit.*
At Chesapeake Bank, we’ve been serving the Northern Neck since 1900 – so we know the importance of 

giving back. Right now, we’re proving it with this special offer. Here’s how it works. 

1 Stop by any Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch.

2 Open a new checking account. 

3 We’ll give $100 to the nonprofit of your choice. 

It’s that simple. Because at Chesapeake Bank, we’ve made it easy to switch. And easy to give. Stop by  

your nearest Northern Neck Chesapeake Bank branch for additional information, or give us a call.

Irvington Office

98 King Carter Drive

Irvington, Virginia 22480

804-438-5252

Lively Office

2824 White Chapel Road

Lively, Virginia 22507

804-462-5131

Main Office

97 North Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

804-435-1181

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened September 12. 
The following cases were heard 
by the Hon. R. Michael McKen-
ney. 
Trials 

The case of Alicia S. Darby 
of Warsaw, charged with felony 
manufacturing or distributing a 
controlled substance, was con-
tinued to October 3. 

Phillip P. Jackson of Heaths-
ville, charged with two misde-
meanors of fishing in tidal waters 
with no license and selling sea-
food without a license, pled not 
guilty but was found guilty and 
was ordered to pay a fine. 

The case of Valencia Owens of 
Lancaster, charged with felony 
selling an imitation Schedule I 
or II drug, was carried over to 
September 26. 

Graison A. Pierce of Mon-
tross, charged with misdemeanor 
reckless driving, pled guilty and 
was sentenced to 12 months with 
11 months suspended. 
Other cases 

The case of Jesus L. Garcia 
of Warsaw, charged with felony 
manufacturing or distributing a 
controlled substance, was con-

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Madison White Franks for December 19. 

Corey Moody Jr. of Kilmar-
nock, charged with two mis-
demeanors of the sale or dis-
tribution of marijuana and a 
felony in the same offense, 
pled guilty to the misdemeanor 
charges and was sentenced to 
12 months with 11 months sus-
pended and was not prosecuted 

on the felony charge. 
James C. Newsome of Chesa-

peake, charged with one felony 
of manufacturing or distributing 
a controlled substance and two 
felonies of sale as accommoda-
tion, pled guilty in the sale as 
accommodation charge and was 
sentenced to five years with four 
years suspended.

tinued to October 3. 
The case of Donald C. Wilkins 

of Warsaw, charged with misde-
meanor driving under a revoked 
or suspended license, was set for 
trial November 21. 

The case of Babetta J. Nor-
wood of Hague, charged with 
felony buying or giving a gun 
to an ineligible person, was dis-
missed. 

The case of Sheldon P. Cox of 
Heathsville, charged with two 
felonies of manufacturing or dis-
tributing a controlled substance 
and a felony failing to appear, 
was set for trial December 19. 

The case of Dakota A. Galvez 
of Reedville, charged with man-
ufacturing or distributing a con-
trolled substance, was continued 
for trial December 5. 

The case of Tyeka S. Turner 
of Kinsale, charged with felony 
sale or distribution of mari-
juana, was continued for trial 
November 7. 

The case of Patricia L. Tuck 
of Mineral, charged with felony 
manufacturing or distributing a 
controlled substance, was set for 
trial December 19. 
September 19 cases 

The Northumberland County 
Circuit Court also convened 
September 5 and the following 
cases were heard by the Hon. R. 
Michael McKenney. 

The case of Sequoya T. Piece 

of Newport News, charged with 
misdemeanor possessing mari-
juana and two felonies of pos-
sessing a controlled substance 
and manufacturing or distribut-
ing a controlled substance, was 
continued to September 26. 

The case of Orville H. King 
III of Weems, charged with 
felony involuntary manslaugh-
ter, was continued to October 3. 

The case of Joan M. Parks 
of Weems, charged with felony 
involuntary manslaughter, was 
continued to October 3. 
Trials

The case of Taylor R. Burts of 
Reedville, charged with felony 
manufacturing or distributing a 
controlled substance, was con-
tinued to November 28. 

The case of Jennifer A. Cam-
pagne of Hague, charged with 
three felonies of manufactur-
ing a controlled substance, 
was continued for a jury trial 
November 9. 

The case of Vanessa Gold-
smith of Burgess, charged with 
four misdemeanors, one count 
of escaping without violence, 
one count of resisting arrest, two 
counts of assault and battery, 
and a felony of assaulting law 
enforcement, was not prosecuted 
at the time of trial on the escap-
ing without violence charge and 
the resisting arrest charge. She 
pled guilty to the other charges 

and sentencing is scheduled 
December 12. 

Holly S. Gough of Lottsburg, 
charged with three misdemean-
ors of possessing a controlled 
substance, a probation violation 
and failure to appear, was found 
guilty of one of the possession of 
a controlled substance charges 
and the other charges were dis-
missed. 

The case of Laura M. Hey-
wood of Warsaw, charged with 
misdemeanor sale or distribution 
of marijuana and five felonies 
of possessing a weapon, three 
counts of child abuse and one 
count of manufacturing or dis-
tributing a controlled substance, 
was continued to October 31. 

The case of Archie C. Jones of 
Farnham, charged with three fel-
onies of child abuse, one felony 
of manufacturing or distributing 
a controlled substance and mis-
demeanor sale or distribution 
of marijuana, was continued to 
October 31. 

Brian Luckham of Kilmar-
nock, charged with two felonies 
of manufacturing a controlled 
substance, one felony of sale as 
accommodation and two felo-
nies of possessing a controlled 
substance, was not prosecuted 
at the time of trial in all charges 
except for the sale as accom-
modation charge where he pled 
guilty. Sentencing is scheduled 

RICHMOND—Fall is in the 
air. Before taking the chill off 
with your fireplace, remember 
to have your chimney cleaned 
and inspected.

“Your chimney should be 
cleaned and inspected by a 
licensed, reputable service 
each year, which can help pre-
vent fires,” said Virginia Farm 
Bureau safety coordinator 
Kevin Bartal.

“Cleaning should include 
removal of all soot that has 
built up and any debris or nests 
that birds or animals may have 
built. It also should include 
a thorough inspection of the 
chimney for cracks, which can 
cause fire to spread from the 
chimney to your home,” said 
Bartal.

He offers several tips for a 
safe heating season.

Keep the area around the 
hearth free of debris, decora-
tions and flammable materials. 
Remove any branches or leaves 
from the roof or anywhere that 
could block the chimney.

Burn only seasoned, dry 
wood in fireplaces and wood-
burning stoves and always keep 
a fire extinguisher nearby.

All firewood should be 
stacked at least 30 feet away 
from the home. Do not use 
gasoline or other liquid fuels 
to start a fire and never burn 
trash in a fireplace or wood 
stove.

Now also is the time to have 
heating units inspected. Hiring 
a reputable service company 
to perform necessary mainte-
nance will ensure that every-
thing is working like it should 
and also can save money on 
energy bills.

Additionally, check all 
smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors to ensure they are 
functioning properly. Replace 
the batteries when changing 
clocks back to standard time 
and test each detector on a 
monthly basis.

Smoke detectors should be 
replaced after about 10 years, 
said Bartal. Many fire depart-
ments offer assistance with 
replacing and installing the 
devices.

Remember
to inspect
chimneys, 
heating units
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

The term, “Renaissance man” is one of the 
most overworked expressions in the Eng-

lish language and for nearly two weeks I have 
been thinking of how to describe Bill Nunn 
without using it. At last, with the deadline for 
submission nearing, I have no choice but to 
use it, for Bill was the epitome of what a true 
Renaissance man was.

Bill was born in Texas, where his father 
was assigned in the U.S. Army. All his life he 
was the quintessential learner, always eager 
to know all that he could about any topic that 
arose. He was a brilliant student, who went off 
to college at the University of Wyoming, then 
began the first phase of his own military ser-
vice, which in its later second phase defined 
the remainder of his life, but first he travelled 
to Germany to study at the University of Hei-
delberg. 

While there he met his future wife, Ute, with 
whom he was married for 55 years. Ute was 
Bill’s equal in all aspects of life and together 
they were truly a unit in every respect. They 
returned to the U.S. and Bill completed his 

doctorate in philosophy at the University 
of Virginia, after which he commenced his 
second tour of duty in the U.S. Army.

This time he saw service in Vietnam where 
in 1970 he suffered the loss of his lower left 
leg in combat. His family here in White Stone 
learned of his wounding, with the assurance 
that he had been evacuated to safety. I think 
that at every church in the lower Northern 
Neck the congregations were praying for 
his successful recovery. Those prayers were 
answered in abundance.

With Ute’s encouragement Bill then matric-
ulated at American University in Washington 
where he earned a law degree, after which he 
worked as a prosecutor in Arlington County, 

prior to returning to the Northern Neck to 
practice law in White Stone. Bill combined 
the reasoned judgment of a philosopher with 
the incisive logic of a superb debater. In court 
he was uniformly stellar in representing his 
clients and in private consultations about their 
estate planning and other legal matters he was 
the solicitous friend who was ever conscious 
of placing their interests first.

Bill’s injury in wartime in no way reduced 
his interests and abilities in living life to the 
fullest. He liked to skydive, ride horses, go 
hunting and usher at church. He especially 
was fascinated by German history and cul-
ture, an appropriate pastime given his mar-
riage to Ute. In conversation he liked to wait 
for others to speak up and then offer his own 
perceptions and comments, which inevitably 
led them to view the topic being considered in 
new and engaging terms.

When Bill walked along, no one observ-
ing him would have known that he had lost a 
leg. He did not speak of his injury and neither 
wanted nor expected anyone’s sympathy. He 

was more concerned with helping others with 
their problems in life than in reflecting on his 
own past misfortune. His clients knew that he 
was totally there for their benefit, the ultimate 
person of trust.

Each year Ute and Bill hosted a wonderful 
Christmas party, the centerpiece of the smor-
gasbord being a large platter of Ute’s exqui-
sitely prepared venison from deer that Bill 
had hunted. When guests would be leaving, 
thanking them for the evening, Bill would 
reply, “It wouldn’t be the same without you.” 
When I learned of his death earlier this month, 
I thought of that comment that he sincerely 
made to his guests, for indeed the Northern 
Neck would not have been the same these past 
four decades without Bill. 

He was a man of extraordinary intellectual 
capacity and great humanity, both of which he 
used for the benefit and well-being of those 
around him. Happily this “Renaissance man” 
chose to use them in our midst.

William Albert Nunn, III, Esquire, Decem-
ber 26, 1936 – September 13, 2007. R.I.P.

Bill’s injury in wartime in 
no way reduced his interests 
and abilities in living life to 
the fullest.

Focal Point

Into the clouds on the last day of summer.

Photo by Sara Amiss

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 
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The Lancaster Community 
Library is pleased to co-sponsor, 
with the Friends of Lancaster 
County, the Candidates Night 
at 7 p.m. on October 12 in the 
library’s upstairs meeting room.

The first public library in 
America was established in 1833 
in Peterborough, New Hamp-
shire.  At that time we were a 
new country and public librar-
ies were a perfect solution to the 
need for people to have access 
to education and information 
in order to become productive, 
educated citizens.   

Today, public libraries con-
tinue to fulfill this same purpose 
and Candidates Night is a perfect 
example. We invite the commu-
nity to come on October 12 to 
hear and meet Lancaster County 
candidates for local office in a 
nonpartisan public forum.

Alice Cooper, director,
Lancaster Community Library,

Kilmarnock

Invitation to
Candidate Night

Lancaster County is fortunate 
to attract many high-achieving 
citizens who are willing to devote 
their time and talents in service 
to our county. One such citizen 
is Carolyn Young, a candidate for 
our school board, District 5.

I first met Carolyn when she 
was hired by Christchurch School 
to teach mathematics. I was the 
math department chairman, 
which put me in a position to wit-
ness first-hand, for a number of 
years, Carolyn’s professionalism 
and dedication to her students. 
She was an outstanding and inno-
vative teacher. Her students loved 
her.

Carolyn’s experience and dedi-
cation to improving the educa-
tional opportunities for all Lan-
caster students equally extends 
beyond the classroom into the 
workplace. She advocates that 
each student should graduate 

Elect Young
in District 5

with a job or an acceptance letter 
for additional study and that both 
our public schools and our com-
munity should partnership to 
make this happen.

In 2005 Carolyn and her hus-
band, retired naval Capt. Bill, felt 
a calling to serve in the Peace 
Corps. They lived two years in 
the Ukraine and served as high 
school and advanced education 
teachers. Upon her return to Lan-
caster County, Carolyn imme-
diately immersed herself in the 
Lancaster County school system 
volunteering her services as a 
math and SAT/ACT tutor.

As a school board member, 
Carolyn has the unique and vast 
background of experiences from 
which she can draw to help shape 
and improve the educational 
system of Lancaster County. I 
urge the citizens of Lancaster 
County to vote for Carolyn Young 
in November. 

Ned Crockett,
Irvington

We have known Margaret 
Socey for about 11 years. She is 
a very good person and a friend 
of ours. 

She has dedicated much of 
her time to help our Lancaster 
community by volunteering at 
The Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic. She was a founder and 
president of Lancaster Education 
Foundation.

She has been writing grants to 
raise funding for our school dis-
trict for many years. This fund-
ing has provided our students at 
the primary and middle schools 
the financial means to take trips 
to Washington, D.C., The Sci-
ence Museum in Richmond, 
The Living Museum in Newport 
News and The Flying Squirrels 
Education Day in Richmond. 

This funding also provided 
the Smart Tables for Lancaster 
Primary School, the equipment 
for the STEM Lab at Lancaster 
High School, the first robotics 

Elect Socey
to school board

teams for the middle and high 
schools, and the tutoring for all 
three schools. 

She has attended almost every 
school board meeting and worked 
very well with all our school 
board members, superintendent, 
principals, school administrators, 
as well as with all our teachers.

Perhaps most importantly, 
however, is that she knows our 
school system inside and out.

Because of all these qualifica-
tions we firmly believe that she 
is clearly now the most qualified 
person to serve as our next school 
board member for District 5. This 
is our big chance now to take 
advantage of her experience and 
many talents by electing her to be 
our next school board member 
for District 5.

Richard, Jessica, 
Ronnie and Roman Cutler, 

Lancaster

Del. Margaret Ransone is the 
best candidate for the 99th Dis-
trict.

As a farmer and past president 
of the Northumberland-Lan-
caster Farm Bureau, I know she 
has always been willing to meet 
and listen to the concerns of the 
agricultural community. She has 
even taken the time to read to 
students at Lancaster Primary 
School about the impact of the 
farming community through-
out Virginia during the Farm 
Bureau’s Agriculture Literacy 
Week.

The Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation has endorsed her for 
her leadership and support of 
our local farming and forestry 
industries in the 99th District and 
her door is always open in Rich-
mond. She serves on the agri-
culture, Chesapeake and natural 
resources committee and defends 
our interests in Richmond.

We need to re-elect Del. Ran-
sone in November.

Ronnie Forrester,
Lancaster

Ransone supports
local agriculture

I don’t believe that just 
because someone has a job 
they are the best choice for that 
job. With the governmental 
chaos of today, I see the need 
for change. 

Our District 99 Delegate 
race is a great starting point 
with incumbent Margaret Ran-
sone and candidate Francis 
Edwards. 

 Mrs. Ransone is an imbed-
ded part of the working estab-
lishment in state government. 
With the level of dysfunction 
in our government I don’t 
find this a plus. Mr. Edwards 
is a relative newcomer to the 
Northern Neck although he has 
spent much time here during 
his adult life since his wife was 
raised and has deep familial 
ties to the area. He is a novice 
to politics but not to commu-
nity commitment.

I’m sure both want to 
improve the Northern Neck.

Mrs. Ransone is firmly 
ensconced within the state’s 
Republican party. However, 
I’ve discovered no direct ben-
efit this has provided to District 
99. Mr. Edwards has a distin-
guished career in business 
with an organized and focused 
approach. His obligations and 
responsibility would only be to 
his constituents. 

As chairwoman of the House 
privileges and elections com-
mittee’s subcommittee on 
elections, Mrs. Ransone con-
sistently killed bills that were 
aimed at creating a fairer, more 
competitive electoral process 
with a map of districts that 
did not favor a particular party 
or protect incumbents. These 
bills passed the Senate on a bi-
partisan vote but Mrs. Ransone 
made sure they never reached 
the House floor.

 I believe correcting gerry-
mandering is fundamental to 
government and voter’s rights; 
however, Mrs. Ransone’s 
actions clearly show she does 
not. 

 I’m ready to see a positive 
change in the Northern Neck 
and I don’t think it will happen 
under the same old leadership.

 I hope you all meet Francis 
Edwards and discuss his vision 
for the Northern Neck.

Sharon K. Gill,
Lancaster

Need for a change

Let me begin by saying I am 
a retired military officer and I 
have three children who served 
our country as officers and two 
are retired. I served two tours 
in Vietnam and they served in 
Desert Storm, Iraq and sur-
vived the attack on the Penta-
gon.

We fought for the right for 
peaceful protest and I support 
peaceful protest.

Let's be clear, saying the 
NFL players are protesting the 
flag is like saying Rosa Parks 
was protesting public transpor-
tation. It is a false narrative and 
I believe the administration 
knows it.

Our 'Divider in Chief' has 
found an issue to detract us 
while he systematically dis-
mantles the previous adminis-

To stand or
not to stand

tration policies.
Before 2009, no football 

player stood for the flag or 
anthem because they were in 
the locker room. The Depart-
ment of Defense paid the NFL 
millions of dollars for the play-
ers to come out as a recruiting 
tool. Have you ever listened to 
the third verse of the national 
anthem as Francis Key talks 
negative about slaves. The 
courts have ruled that we can't 
make kids in school stand to 
honor patriotic symbols. We 
make all kinds of things with 
our flag and not a beep is heard.

I love my country and want 
the best for it but to remain 
silent in the face of what is 
spewing from the White House 
make me an enabler. The only 
way for good to triumph over 
bad is for good people to 
remain silent. I never dreamed 
that I would see the day that the 
leader of our country and the 
free world would call a group 
of people a word so vulgar that 
some TV stations are bleeping 
it out. 

Just think about it, he has 
never called the Nazis, white 
supremacist, alt-right, Putin or 
any other group that name.

Lloyd Hill,
White Stone

Let your voice be heard by 
voting in the November Elec-
tion.

Voter turnout historically 
drops during midterm elections. 
Let’s change history on Novem-
ber 7. Make your voice be heard 
in your community and in your 
state.

The Northern Neck Indivisi-
ble groups are working on behalf 
of all citizens in the Northern 
Neck to assure that everyone eli-
gible to vote casts a ballot.

If you are not registered to vote 
or need to change your address, 
please do so. If you will not be 
able to vote at the polls, request 
an absentee ballot. If you or 
someone you know needs assis-
tance or a ride to the registration 
office or to a polling place on 
election day, call 480-9047 and 
an Indivisible volunteer will help 
get you there and home again.

Registering to vote or chang-
ing your address can be accom-
plished by visiting one of the 
following Voter Registration 
Offices, your DMV, or going to 
www.vote.virginia.gov.

Northern Neck Voter Regis-
tration Offices include Lancaster 
County, 8694 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster, 462-5277; Northum-
berland County, 72 Monument 
Place, Heathsville, 580-4655; 
Richmond County, 101 Court 
Circle, Warsaw, 333-4772; West-
moreland County, 105 Court 
Square, Montross, 493-8898.

Don’t miss these deadlines: 
October 16, last day to change 
your address and to register to 
vote; October 31, last day to 
request an absentee ballot to 
be mailed to you; November 4, 
last day to vote absentee ballot 
in person at voter registration 
office; November 7, Election 
Day. Absentee ballots must be 
received by 7 p.m. Polls will be 
open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Diana Jamison, coordinator
Rappahannock Indivisible

Election reminder

It’s not rude to save a lot 
of things. For instance coins, 
bubblegum cards, Bed, Bath 
and Beyond coupons and 
little furry kittens are all 
good things to save. 

However, what about 
saving seats in a perfor-
mance venue? When I did 
this recently, I found myself 
having difficulty look-
ing people in the eye even 
though I wasn’t sure whether 
I had crossed to the dark 
side of any courtesy bounds 
or not. 

So I have researched the 
question and am here to 
report the following. All 
of the information refers 
to situations where there is 
open seating—not assigned 
at the time of ticket pur-
chase.

The Manners Gurus of 
our day caution that seats 
should be saved only if 
your expected companions’ 
schedules make it impos-
sible for them to arrive at 
the same time you do. If the 
theater is packed and they 
have not arrived by the time 
the performance starts, or in 
the case of a movie before 
the previews start, you 
must allow others to use the 
seats.

That was all the official 
etiquette guides provided, 
but online there was a lot 
of interest in the question. 
Generally, the opinion is that 
if you have bought a ticket 
(on-line or in person), you 
should be able to sit wher-
ever you wish, as long as no 
one is already in the seat, of 
course. 

It is a common courtesy, 
though, not to demand a 
seat being saved by another, 
unless there are no other 
acceptable seats available. 
As to a limit on seats being 
saved, it was agreed that 2 
or 3 are okay. If more, you 
are opening yourself up to a 
turf war. 

A caution: the ticket you 
bought does not entitle your 
coat, hat, sweater or purse 
to occupy a separate seat. I 
have found that using them 
for pillows works well, 
unless the hat is my hus-
band’s prized Red Socks 
cap. 

Many theaters and play-
houses have their own 
policies regarding saving 
seats and, if you are feeling 
conflicted as the designated 
saver, a check with the usher 
or management will cement 
your position. 

Lastly, do a bit of plan-
ning around what you will 
put in those seats to indicate 
you are saving them. A pro-
gram or piece of extra cloth-
ing is preferable to some-
thing more aggressive such 
as barbed wire.

I’m sure you will make 
the right decision.

Because You 
Are Polite . . .
  . . . Let’s Talk           
           Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 
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Do you remember?
This 1953 image shows Barlow Jewelers, now Burkes Fine 
Jewelers on South Main Street in Kilmarnock, reported 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. "Do you 
remember?" is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the September 22, 1927, 

Rappahannock Record)
Ottoman

Miss Helen Thomas has gone to take up 
her duties as teacher in the school at Church-
view, Va.

Mrs. Mary Watson of Washington, D.C., 
has been a guest in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
L. B. Cottington.

Mrs. W. C. Chowning and son, John 
Sharpe, left Wednesday for their home in 
New Smyrna, Florida. Mrs. Chowning who 
was Miss May Blakemore, has many friends 
and relatives in this and neighboring coun-
ties.

Misses Catherine and Gladys Stevens 
returned Monday to Farmville for their 
second year at the college. They are the 
attractive daughters of Mrs. Robert Pridham 
of Millenbeck.

Mr. and Mrs. Virginius Towles left Monday 
by motor for their home in Columbia, S.C., 
after a several weeks visit at "Towles Point."
Merry Point

Mrs. Andrew Davis of Reidsville, N.C. 
was the guests of friends here last week.

Miss Elsa Rowe of Heathsville was a 
week-end guest of Miss Louise Currie.

Mr. C. E. Thomas, Jr., was in Fredericks-

burg last week receiving treatment for his 
eyes.

Among those returning to their school 
duties are, Miss Elizabeth Dunaway, Fred-
ericksburg State Teachers College, and Miss 
Louise Currie, Farmville State Teachers Col-
lege.
Morattico

 Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Hammel of this 
place returned to their home, after having a 
delightful summer with relatives and friends 
in New Jersey.

Mrs. Neal is spending a few days with 
friends and relatives in Irvington and White 
Stone.

Mrs. L. L. East was taken very ill on 
Friday morning and was rushed to a hospi-
tal in Fredericksburg and was operated on at 
11:30. We hope for her a speedy recovery.

Mr. Jack Curlett left Saturday night for 
Norfolk to buy a load of seed oysters.

Mr. Eugene Chilton of Ohio and Mr. C. P. 
Palmer of Kilmarnock were guests of their 
aunt, Mrs. S. C. Curlett.

Miss Catherine Ficklin of Litwalton was 
in our village on Sunday afternoon bidding 
good-bye to her many friends before leaving 
on Monday for Fredericksburg State Teach-
ers College.

Mr. R. E. Roberts of Baltimore was here 
on Monday looking after his business.

Capt. E. L. Thomas and son, Bennie, were 
in Remlik on Sunday last.

Rev. Bedford of Kilmarnock exchanged 
pulpits with Rev. E. E. Henley. While here he 
was a guest of Mr. S. S. Lankford.

Mr. Robert Crabbe left Sunday to take up 
his school duties at the University of Vir-
ginia.
White Stone

Miss Katherine Chilton of Charles City 
spent the week-end at her parental home 
here.

Miss Mary Rock of Callao was the guest 
of Miss Lucy Treakle recently.

Mrs. W. T. James, Jr. assisted Prof. Webb in 
the high school department on Thursday and 
Friday in the absence of Mrs. W. A. Mercer.

Mr. and Mrs. B. H. Reeves motored to 
Fredericksburg Sunday.

Mrs. R. L. Wilmot of Atlanta, Ga., is at the 
bedside of her father, Mr. B. H. B. Hubbard, 
who is very ill at this writing.

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Jenkins and family 
spent Sunday at Emmerton, Va.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

YOUR LETTERS

One of the wonderful assets of 
our Northern Neck is a non-profit 
organization, Hospice Support 
Services of the Northern Neck 
Inc. (HSSNN). This organization 
has been serving the Northern 
Neck since 1987. 

I have been involved with them 
since about that time. Currently, I 
am the president of their board of 
directors. 

What does this have to do 
with Del. Margaret Ransone? 
Her office helped our non-profit 
maneuver through governmental 
regulations.

Recently, we, HSSNN, were 
working with the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (VDAC) and 
as with any governmental agen-
cies, it was confusing on many 
levels. 

We contacted Del. Ransone’s 
office, explained our organiza-
tion and what we were trying to 
accomplish. Her staff wasted no 
time contacting folks within the 
VDAC and got back with us in 
a very timely manner. It didn’t 
end there. Del. Ransone’s staff 
followed up with us to make sure 
we were successful in our efforts 
and wanted to assist further in 
any way possible.

Del. Ransone and her team are 
committed to the Northern Neck. 
They are supportive of our efforts 
and responsive to our needs. It 
was like calling a friend when 
we contacted Del. Ransone. Del. 
Ransone has deep roots in our 
area and maintains the friendly, 
down home environment. 

Del. Ransone is a strong leader. 
Her strength in communication, 
commitment and concern are all 
attributes of a good, strong leader 
and one that we need to keep in 
office. So many people in her 
position forget where they came 
from and whom they serve. Del. 
Ransone works in Richmond 
supporting our efforts, but also 
continues to help her neighbors 
here in the Neck.

Let’s get out and vote to keep 
Del. Ransone in the House. 

John McConnico, president, 
board of directors, Hospice 

Support Services of the 
Northern Neck Inc., Warsaw

Del. Ransone is
committed to the
Northern Neck

I just fired the NFL and the 
Washington Redskins.

Enough is enough. Last 
night, I changed the channel on 
my television set after observ-
ing disrespectful conduct 
among team members of the 
Washington Redskins. During 
the singing of our national 
anthem prior to the start of the 
football game with the Oak-
land Raiders, members of both 
teams, in civil protest, knelt 
rather than stand in respect for 
what our flag and anthem mean 
to so many.

My protest is as follows: I 
will not watch on television or 
in person any sport, especially 
professional, or any other 
entertainment activity where 
this type of disrespectful con-
duct is tolerated by the owners/
management of said organiza-
tions.

I will not knowingly pur-
chase products or services 

Disrespectful 
conduct 
sparks protest

whose profits benefit those that 
disrespect the symbols of free-
dom that so many have fought 
and died for.

Under our Constitution, I 
respect the right of inarticulate, 
overpaid, poorly educated ath-
letes and entertainers to disre-
spect me and their fellow coun-
trymen. Frankly, I don't give a 
damn if they don't respect my 
right not to support them finan-
cially.

Robert L. Jackson,
Lottsburg

The town council meet-
ing last week focused on 
eyesores, sidewalks and 
employee bonuses.

The Town Centre Park has 
certainly cost the town's tax-
payers enough money—well 
over $3 million, now we 
have to pay town employees' 
bonuses. It would be nice 
to know how much and to 
whom for what?

A sidewalk needed on 

Town out of focus Town Centre Drive? Cer-
tainly there are more deserv-
ing and much more needed 
sidewalks in town.

Davis Auto is AAA towing 
service and handles damaged 
cars from all over the area 
as part of its business and 
has for years. If bothered by 
stray cats, I suggest the town 
call the Animal Control Offi-
cer or the SPCA.

There are vacant build-
ings all over Kilmarnock 

because the town council 
has made it a point to be as 
anti-business as possible. 
The building at the corner of 
Main and Irvington Road has 
been a popular spot for cam-
paign posters through the 
years—many for town coun-
cil. Maybe we could employ 
Capt. Obvious instead of a 
program coordinator for the 
Town Centre Park and get 
better results.

R.A. Ludwig, 
Kilmarnock

More
Community

Forum 
items on

page 
D8

Emily Ficklin Hoar’s new store 

THE RIVAH
is opening early October!

NEWS!EXCITING

COME CHECK OUT THE RIVAH! 
49 SOUTH MAIN STREET, KILMARNOCK!

You’ll still find all your favorite things: Simply Southern, Lilly Pulitzer, 
Scout, Spartina 449, sterling & costume jewelry, 

painted furniture and all your favorite 
Northern Neck apparel and gifts.

Including a huge NEW  
Ladies Boutique area offering you more  

STYLISH & AFFORDABLE  
clothing, shoes, jewelry & accessories  

and a huge Children’s 
Department.
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