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HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland County Circuit 
Court judge Michael McKenney spoke at the second 
annual Northumberland Law Enforcement Appreciation 
Day last Saturday on the steps of the Old Courthouse in 
Heathsville. 

“Everyday we can be proud of the men and women who 
serve as deputies, dispatchers and as emergency person-
nel. We are quite blessed by the dedication, intelligence 
and compassion that is shown by these officers,” said 
McKenney. 

“Today, we gather to express our deep appreciation for a 
job well done,” he said. 

“In the early years, Sheriffs found it convenient to make 
arrests and serve warrants at public meetings...the fear of 
meeting the Sheriff caused many people to absent them-
selves from public meetings and from church on Sun-
days,” said McKenney. 

He noted that in 1658, the General Assembly eventually 
banned arrests and warrants on the sabbath. 

“We have a long history of outstanding individuals that 
have served as Sheriff in Northumberland County. I think 
they deserve not only our recognition and appreciation, 
they deserve to be remembered in our county’s history,” 
he said. 

“It takes a large group of individuals working together 
to keep us safe in the community,” said Del. Margaret 
Ransone. “Living together in a community requires com-
mitment to each other to respect the law.”

She urged that parents should teach their children to be 
respectful of law enforcement and authority figures. 

“2016 was not a good year for law enforcement. We had 
135 officers killed nationwide,” said Sheriff Doc Lyons. 
“So far in 2017, we have had 95 police officers killed.” 

“If you are in law enforcement, you have a calling that 
has been given to you from God, it is God ordained,” 
said the Rev. Mike Moffitt of Light of Christ Anglican 
Church in Heathsville. “Thank you for answering this 
call for your life, we are grateful for your service and 
your sacrifice.” 

Other speakers were Lance Marston of the event steer-
ing committee; Jim Hess acting commandant of the 
Northern Neck Marine Corps League Detachment 1062; 
Northumberland County Commonwealth’s Attorney Jane 
Wrightson; attorney Patrick O’Brien of the event steering 
committee; Major Johnny Beauchamp of the Northumber-
land County Sheriff’s Department and Jesse Bowman of 
the event steering committee. 

Northumberland Public Library director Cherie Carl 
and Jan Bates informed the public about the Cops Rock 
Project where Northumberland Elementary school stu-
dents were able to paint rocks with art teacher Susan 
Lewis in support of the local law enforcement and put 
them on display at the Sheriff’s office. 

Sharon Mann sang the national anthem and “Heroes 
Unsung.”

“With uncommon acts of bravery, you rush into harm’s 
way, giving something to the rest of us, there is no way to 
repay,” she sang. 

Other participants were the Northern Neck Marine 
Corps League Detachment 1062, American Legion Post 
#117 of Reedville, the Kilmarnock and District Pipe Band, 
and pastor Kori Kiss of Bethany Baptist Church, Callao. 

KILMARNOCK—Joe Curry, whose 
rise from childhood poverty, segregation 
and a career of crabbing local waters to 
becoming one of the area’s most influen-
tial humanitarians and community lead-
ers, passed away last week.

Death came silently as he slept, just 95 
days after his life partner and wife, Rose 
Moody Curry, passed. He was 84.

Curry was the kind of man who qui-
etly helped the poor and became a bridge 
across the divide of segregation. One 
phone call to Curry and Curry Pottery 
on Mary Ball Road between Kilmarnock 
and White Stone and he would put the 
wheels in motion for emergency home 
repairs or a wheel chair ramp for the 
needy. 

Curry was so well-connected with 
state, community and business leaders, 
his office became the hub for people 
looking for his counsel on things like 
politics, running for office or seeking 
help on projects. Many important deci-
sions were influenced with just one 
phone call from Joe Curry. 

“Joe had this way about him. It’s hard 
to turn him down,” said William Lee, 
chairman of the Lancaster board of 
supervisors. For years, Lee had brushed 
off suggestions he run for supervisor in 
District 4. After the death of supervisor 
Jack Russell, the requests began flowing 
in again. Curry was the one who finally 
persuaded him to accept the appointment 
to serve out Russell’s term and then run 
again in the next election.

“I was very fond of him and admired 
his community spirit,” said former Vir-
ginia governor Linwood Holton of his 
friend. “He was a major influence in 
this community. He did more good than 
anyone I can imagine for anyone who 
was in need.”

“Joe was the greatest humanitar-
ian that I have personally known,” said 
Jimmie Carter, president of the Rappa-
hannock General Hospital Foundation 
who served on the board of Bay Aging 
with Curry. “Lots of people worry about 
others, but Joe did things for people 
every day, all the time. Joe was always 
concerned that service was provided 
to the neediest. He was always worried 
about the underdog, always reaching into 
his own pocket; he was very generous.” 

And he didn’t forget about Bay Aging 
employees. “He made sure they were 
paid appropriately,” said Carter. “He 
bridged the social barriers with grace 
and bridged white and black relation-
ships. He was authentic. I can’t think of 
anyone who had more respect than Joe 
Curry,” he said.
Born in 1933

Curry was born in the midst of the 
Great Depression, the third child of a 
waterman father. He has a twin sister, 
Josaphine. They are one of three sets of 
twins among his 19 brothers and sisters.

“When he was a young kid, he would 
always disappear. You could find him up 
in a tree reading a book,” said Curry’s 
son, Jimmy. “He was always the favorite 
child. The other kids had to pick toma-
toes. They’d save the green ones to throw 
at him because he was the dreamer up in 
the tree.

“What I learned about my dad was 
how hard he worked. He had five kids to 
support—two sons and three daughters. 
I remember him coming home after long 
hours of working on the water and then 
selling fish on the weekend,” he said.

Generations of the Curry’s were 
watermen and crabbers, according to 
Jimmy. “My dad and grandfather also 
built crab pots.” 

Jimmy learned the value of hard 
work from them. “My dad always said, 
‘There’s a vast world out there to con-
quer. Try to be the best you can be and 
try your hardest.’”

Community mourns loss 
of humanitarian Joe Curry

Joe Curry participated in the 
grand opening of the Kilmarnock 
Town Centre Park in July.

by Audrey Thomasson

Curry sold steamed crabs at his old 
location on the south end of Kilmar-
nock for many years, but finally stopped 
around 1990 as he got more into the 
pottery business.

After the children were grown, Curry 
turned his attention to the community. 
“He didn’t care who they were, he 
helped them,” said Jimmy. “He’d go 
up and down the road with (the late J.) 
Allen Ball” helping people.

Jimmy credits the influence of his 
father’s work ethic with his own success 
in qualifying for “nuclear power school 
in the Navy” and later working on a 
nuclear submarine.

“In the last seven or eight years we 
got real close…I got close to a person 
you can’t get close to,” said his son.

In school, Curry knew more than 
some of the teachers and would take 
over the class, according to daugh-
ter Pam Munford. He enlisted in the 
Marines right after high school and 
served in the Korean War. “My dad 
never talked about the past. He lived in 
the present and looked to the future.”

Munford said her father grew up in a 
very religious family and that upbring-
ing guided him toward helping others. 
Among his favorite charities was the 
Boys and Girls Club. “That was his heart. 
He felt as an African-American business 
he should help as much as he could.”

According to county administrator 
Frank Pleva, some of the agencies and 
commissions Curry served on included 
Northern Neck Planning District Com-
mission (since 2003), Bay Aging Board 
(2006) and Lancaster County Eco-
nomic Development Authority (2012). 
He also served on the county planning 
commission.

Curry received numerous awards 
throughout his life for his charitable 
work and service, including from Lan-
caster/Northumberland Interfaith Ser-
vice Council, the 2009 Community 
Leader award from the local chapter 
of the American Red Cross, American 
Heart Association, Kiwanis Club, Rotary 
International and Lancaster County.

Curry worked up to the last day of his 
life. Now the office once bustling with 
community leaders is empty. A picture 
of Curry with Gen. Colin Powell still 
sits on top of his desk as his family sorts 
through his business papers.

“There’s a big hole left in the commu-
nity that’s hard to fill,” said Lee.

A memorial service will be held at 
11 a.m., Saturday, September 23, at the 
Lancaster Middle School Theater, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock, followed by 
a gathering at the Boys and Girls Club.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to the Boys and Girls Club 
of the Northern Neck, the Lancaster/
Northumberland Interfaith Service 
Council or the American Red Cross.

Sheriff Doc Lyons recognized select Northumberland Law Enforcement officers. From left are, Captain 
Keith Crandall, Detective Nancy Johnson, Deputy Stephen Akers, Deputy Tommy English and Deputy 
Keith Lewis. He also recognized Major Johnny Beauchamp.

Northumberland celebrates Law
Enforcement Appreciation Day

by Madison White Franks

Blue skies and sunshine welcomed thousands of patrons to the annual Stratford Hall Wine & Oyster 
Festival September 16 and 17 on the grounds of Robert E. Lee’s birthplace in Westmoreland County. The 
event featured Virginia wines and Chesapeake Bay oysters, as well as craft breweries, food concessions 
and arts and crafts vendors.  Entertainment included music, a car show, barrel train rides, miniature 
farm animals and free admission to the Great House. The Tidewater Oyster Gardeners  Association 
coordinated educational activities including shucking demonstrations and cooking classes. More photos 
appear on page D5. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Festival showcases Virginia wines and oysters
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FREDERICKSBURG—Spot structural steel repairs are underway 
on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for routine bridge main-
tenance and drivers can expect brief delays crossing the bridge during 
daytime hours through November 2017.

Between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. daily, Route 3 will be reduced to a 
single lane over the Rappahannock River, reported Kelly Hannon. 
During these hours, drivers will encounter one-way, alternating traffic 
on the bridge. Traffic will be controlled by automatic flagging sta-
tions and flagging crews.

When the steel repair work zone is in place, temporary traffic sig-
nals on the bridge will be placed in flash mode, said Hannon.  

Temporary traffic signals are controlling one-way traffic at the 
center spans of the Norris Bridge as part of a $12.8 million painting 
project. Cleaning and painting the bridge’s center spans will protect 
its structural steel elements and prevent deterioration and corrosion.

When the steel repairs are completed each day, the traffic signals 
will resume color operation and will again control traffic. The tempo-
rary traffic signals will remain in place until the end of the painting 
project in June 2018.

A $1.1 million contract for structural steel repairs on Norris Bridge 
was awarded to McLean Contracting Co., of Glen Burnie, Md.

LANCASTER—Supervi-
sors will hold public hearings 
on an application for a special 
exception and amendments 
to the zoning ordinance on 
Thursday, September 28. The 
board will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

Charlie Poindexter and 

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission will hold 
public hearings on amendments 
to the zoning ordinance at 7 p.m. 
tonight, September 21, at the 
County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Minor amendments are pro-
posed for Article 15, enforce-
ment; Article 16, amendments; 
and Article 17, administration 
and interpretation. 

Discussion items include Arti-
cle 1, definitions; and Article 14, 
provisions for appeals.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning  
commission will meet at 7 
p.m. tonight, September 21, at the 
Northumberland County Courts 
Building, 220 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville. 

The commission will continue 
discussing zoning ordinance 
changes related to electrical sub-
stations and solar farms. 

NEWPORT NEWS—
The Virginia Marine  
Resources Commission 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. Tues-
day, September 26, at VMRC 
Headquarters, 2600 Washing-
ton Avenue, Newport News.

Habitat permit applications 

K I L M A R N O C K — L a n -
caster school superintendent 
Steve Parker reported at last 
week’s  school board meet-
ing that the beginning of the 
school year went well. 

“We had an incredible out-
pouring of community support 
for our new and returning staff 
during the week of August 21. 
We had gift cards for dinners, 
spa treatments, sailing oppor-
tunities and more,” said Parker. 

Business and community 
partners that made donations 
to the schools include Ace 
Hardware, American College, 
Bank of Lancaster, Bartlett 
Tree Experts, Bay and River 
Home Decor, Bon Secours 
Rappahannock General Hos-
pital, Booth Furniture, Burkes 
Fine Jewelers, Chesapeake 
Bank, Dandelion, Docks of the 
Bay, Foundation for Historic 
Christ Church, Front Porch 
Coffee House, Good Luck Cel-
lars and Great Fortune Chinese 
Restaurant. 

Also KC’s Crabs and Cues, 
Kilmarnock Trolley/Bay Tran-
sit, King Carter Golf Club, 
Lancaster by the Bay Cham-
ber of Commerce, Lancaster 
Education Foundation, Lan-
caster Tavern, Lee’s Restau-
rant, Matt and Candy Terry, 
Merle Norman, Northern Neck 
Boys and Girls Club, Northern 
Neck Burger, Northern Neck 
Popcorn Bag, Northern Neck 
Insurance, Northern Neck 
Family YMCA, Rappahannock 
Art League and Rappahannock 
Community College. 

Also Rappahannock Foun-
dation for the Arts, Rivah 
Antiques and Accessories, 
RiverLand Insurers, Sal’s Ital-
ian Pizza, Sports Centre, Tides 
Inn, Town of Kilmarnock, 
Two Rivers Communications, 
Union Bank and Virginia’s 
River Realm.

“The community support 
for the teacher induction pro-
gram was tremendous,” said 
instructional coordinator Anna 
Kellum. “We are very blessed 
to have the community sup-
port.” 
Principal reports 

Lancaster High School prin-
cipal Butch Gross reported an 
enrollment of 377 students. 
The school is fully staffed with 
the exception of one special 
education teacher, he said. 

“Our school-wide goal is 
very strongly tied to PBIS,” 
said Gross. 

The Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports 

(PBIS) reward system is 
focused on PRIDE (polite, 
respect, integrity, disciplined 
and excellent). Each time a 
staff member of the school 
catches a student doing one of 
these acts, they will get a point 
towards their reward virtually, 
said Gross. 

Each student has received a 
student identification card with 
a lanyard and a quick response 
code which allows the staff 
member to scan the code and 
give the student a point towards 
certain rewards such as free 
admittance to sports events and 
gift cards. 

“It’s a change of culture for 
everyone. Let’s focus on the 
good and stop focusing on the 
negative,” Gross said. 

He also indicated that aca-
demically, the focus will be on 
improving student math skills. 

Gross introduced Regina 
Howard, the new dean of stu-
dents at the high school.

Lancaster Middle School 
principal Jessica Davis reported 
the start of school there was full 
of positive energy. 

The middle school also will 
focus on PBIS and a reward 
system using card punches. 
She also indicated the middle 
school will continue to imple-
ment the corrective action 
plan. 

Lancaster Primary School 
principal Mike Daddario said 
the primary school also has had 
a very good start to the school 
year. At the August 30 Back to 
School bash, over 80% of the 
families were in attendance. 

He also said they have new 
ideas for their PBIS rewards 
with new incentives including 
experience opportunities such 
as eating lunch with a teacher. 

Daddario reported new smart 
boards have been installed in 
the third grade classrooms 
under a grant from the Wiley 
Foundation. 
Diversity 

Among other discussion, 
school board member Joan 
Gravatt readdressed diversity 
at the administrative level. 
Lloyd Hill raised the topic at 
the August meeting. 

“As a matter of fact, Lan-
caster is above the national and 
state average in hiring minori-
ties in certified non-adminis-
trative positions,” said Gravatt. 
“I would like to assure Mr. Hill 
and others in our community 
that this board is aware and 
constantly striving for more 
diversity. Our administration 
works hard at finding the right 
people for our students.

Lancaster school administrators
report on smooth school opening

by Madison White Franks

Equipment donation
Kilmarnock Town Council recently approved a 
$30,000 contribution to the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department to replace turnout gear. Council also 
discussed the gifting of a parcel of land adjoining the 
existing KVFD property. A public hearing will be held on 
the transfer of the land in the coming months. From left, 
KVFD member Tom Jones receives a check from mayor 
Mae Umphlett. Photo by Madison White Franks 

Drivers can expect
one-lane travel 
on Norris Bridge
through November

“The administration only 
interviews and recommends 
certified or eligible candidates 
for administrative positions. If 
the applicants are not certified 
or eligible for certification at 
the administrative level, then 
we as a school system would be 
non-compliant to state require-
ments,” she continued. 

“We are trying to make 
proper education and certifi-
cation an easier process in our 
community. Programs have 
been put into place to train 
educators while giving finan-
cial help. By taking advantage 
of these programs, it costs less 
for the student and after the 
student graduates, he or she 
will be indebted to Lancaster 
County. The graduate will 
return to Lancaster and work 
within the school system. A 
true win-win for our county,” 
she said. 

“We are working on hiring 
at the administrative level from 
within our educational family. 
It is easier and more benefi-
cial, in a rural community, to 
move our employees up rather 
then bring in new personnel 
whenever possible. This too 
is a win-win situation. People 
who already live and work 
here are more inclined to stay 
here. They know the area and 
like it. It is better for students 
to not have too much turnover. 
We have had enough of that 
recently,” she continued. 

“Our first priority is always, 
what is best for our students,” 
she said. 

“Am I to believe that you 
are satisfied with the results 
that we are making in the area 
of diversity? Are you satisfied 
with the number of hires that 
we have made and put in front 
of our students? I’m looking at 
the results, are we doing all the 
things that you know to do in 
order to have a more diversi-
fied staff?” responded Lloyd 
Hill. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

are generally considered early 
in the meeting, followed by 
fisheries items. Hearings on 
proposed amendments to regu-
lations are held no earlier than 
noon.

The tentative agenda includes 
a request from Tangier-Rappa-
hannock LLC for after-the-fact 
authorization regarding water-
front improvements on Cock-
rell Creek in Northumberland 
County. 

The request seeks authoriza-
tion to retain two uncovered 
boat lifts and a 28-foot long by 
5-foot wide tending pier; and to 
install two additional uncovered 
boat lifts and a 28-foot long by 
8-foot wide tending pier. The 
applicant has agreed to pay a 
$1,000 civil charge and triple 
permit fees of $75 in lieu of fur-
ther enforcement action.

Darren and Rosha Cook have 
requested a special exception 
to place a single-wide manu-
factured home on a 0.663-acre 
parcel residential at 938 Nutts-
ville Road. 

Supervisors also will con-
sider amendments to the 
zoning ordinance, including 
Article 11, sign regulations; 
Article 12, non-conforming 
uses; and Article 13, general 
provisions.
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Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported felony charges against 
one individual..

Donna M. Demartino, 63, 
of Hoecake Road was charged 
September 14 with felony man-
ufacture of marijuana for others 
to use.
Activity Report

Sept. 11: Staff responded 
to the 1900 block of Iberis 
Road for a subject in need of 
services because of an altered 
mental status, to the 100 block 
of Oakland Park Lane for bur-
glary and vandalism, to the 100 
block of Turner Lane for a civil 
dispute involving alcohol, to the 
400 block of Lancaster Creek 
Drive for a juvenile behavioral 
problem, and to the 600 block 
of Rappahannock Drive for 
an elderly couple with mental 
issues.

Sept. 12: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Gill Road for 
a scam or attempt to defraud, 
to the 8200 block of Mary Ball 
Road for gunshots fired, to the 
100 block of School Street 
to assist Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) with a dis-
turbance involving approxi-
mately 15 subjects.

Sept. 13: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Pohickory 
Lane to assist emergency medi-
cal services (EMS) with entry 
into a patient’s home, to the 
5200 block of Mary Ball Road 
for threats to harm another, to 
the 100 block of Hoecake Road 
for the discovery of several 
growing marijuana plants, to 
the 1900 block of Iberis Road 
for an Alzheimer’s patient in 
need of services, to the 6000 
block of Mary Ball Road for 
a domestic disturbance, and to 
Norwood Church Road for a 
traffic hazard from a downed 
tree.

Sept. 14:  Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Turner Lane 
for a domestic disturbance, to 
the 7200 block of River Road to 
investigate a parental abduction, 
to the 1000 block of River Road 
to investigate the theft of a lawn 
mower battery, battery charger 
and air tank, to the 9000 block 
of Mary Ball Road to assist 
Social Services with a child 
sexual assault, to the 9000 block 
of Mary Ball Road for a miss-
ing child, later located in the 
Nuttsville area, to Irvington and 
Weems roads for a two-vehicle 
traffic crash with injuries, to the 
17100 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a suspicious person, and to 
the 70 block of Nuttsville Road 
for three gun shots.

Sept. 15: Staff responded to 
300 block of Fleets Bay Road 
to assist EMS with a patient in 
need of services, to the 15900 
block of Mary Ball Road to 
assist KPD with an unattended 
death investigation, to the 3100 
block of White Chapel Road 
for juveniles trespassing and 
playing in the highway, to the 
8300 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a hit and run with property 
damage to a parked vehicle, to 
the 5200 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a single-vehicle traffic 
crash with damage to a building, 
to the 1100 block of Chestnut 
Grove Lane for a domestic dis-
turbance and vandalism, to the 
intersection of Mary Ball and 
Morattico roads for a domestic 
disturbance,  to the 100 block of 
Rocky Neck Road for a verbal 
disagreement involving alco-
hol, and to the Rapphannock 
Drive for a traffic hazard caused 
by debris.

Sept. 16: Staff responded to 
River and Rocky Neck roads for 
a single-vehicle traffic crash, to 
the 100 block of Irvington Road 
for a disturbance involving 
approximately 30 subjects, and 
to Weems Road for a vehicle 
that ran off the road into a bean 
field.

Sept. 17: Staff responded 
to the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge for a possible 
boating vessel in distress after 
seeing a signal from a flare gun.

Staff also conducted 30 
traffic stops, issued 20 sum-
monses, assisted nine motorists, 
recorded a deer strike accident, 
handled five calls for traffic 
control, investigated six build-
ing alarms, logged four inmate 
transports, received 11 E911 
hang-up calls and fielded three 
calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock, White Stone 
and Upper Lancaster volunteer 
fire departments responded to a 
structure fire on Nunn Lane.

Kilmarnock VFD also 

responded to a fire/smoke alarm 
on School Street.

Upper Lancaster VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash with 
injuries at Irvington and Weems 
Road; a traffic crash with build-
ing damage on Mary Ball Road 
and a traffic crash at River and 
Rocky Neck roads.
EMS calls

For the week of September 
10 through 16, Kilmarnock-
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, Lancaster County Emer-
gency Services and Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad responded to 45 calls for 
services including 26 medical 
emergencies, 10 injuries, two 
traffic accidents, a fire and six 
other calls. 

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons this week reported 
charges against  eight individu-
als.
Felonies

Lawrence Michael Jenkins, 
18, of Heathsville was charged 
September 12 on an indict-
ment from the Northumberland 
County Multi-jurisdictional 
Grand Jury for selling/distribut-
ing a Schedule II drug.

Joan Marie Parks, 41, of 
Weems was charged September 
13 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand Jury 
for involuntary manslaughter.

Orville Hugh King III, 30, of 
Weems was charged September 
13 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand Jury 
for involuntary manslaughter.
Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock man, 65, was 
charged September 13 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
issued from the King William 
General District Court. The 
capias was for failing to obey a 
court order for failing to be of 
peace and good behavior and no 
alcohol after being interdicted.

A Heathsville man, 61, was 
charged September 15 with vio-
lating regulations of a county 
boat landing.

A Callao woman, 42, was 
charged September 16 with 
violating a protective order and 
criminal trespassing after being 
forbidden to do so.

A Kilmarnock man, 29, was 
charged September 17 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to comply with a 
court order in reference to a 
driving under the influence 
charge. This was a Northum-
berland County paper that was 
served by New Kent County 
Sheriff’s Office.

A Lottsburg woman, 28, was 
charged September 17 with 
threatening an illegal act/moral 
act over the telephone and dam-
aging property.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

RICHMOND—Virginia State 
Police warns all Virginians of an 
email scam that advises individu-
als they are receiving an “auto-
mated traffic ticket” from the 
State Police. 

The Virginia State Police does 
not use or issue digital/automated 
traffic tickets or summonses, 
reported public relations direc-
tor Corinne N. Geller. Anyone 
receiving such an email should 
delete it and not click on any links 
provided in the email. 

 The email scam is just one of 
numerous tactics used by scam-
mers to harass individuals under 
the guise of being the Virginia 
State Police, said Geller. Just 
last month Virginia State Police 
pushed out an advisory about 
state police phone numbers being 
cloned by scammers demanding 
money and/or threatening indi-
viduals with arrest warrants.

In these instances, anyone 
receiving such a phone call 
should hang up, she said.

 To protect one’s self from such 
scams:

in an email from an unknown 
email address, individual or orga-
nization. To check the validity of 
an email, locate the entity’s web-
site and call to determine if it is a 
legitimate email. The same goes 

Virginia State Police issues warning
about automated traffic ticket scam

for an individual.

information, credit card num-
bers, bank account information, 
to unknown individuals or enti-

ties via the phone or email.
For additional tips on how to 

protect oneself and identifying 
common scams, go to www.usa.
gov/scams-and-frauds.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Featuring Radio City Music Hall’s
“Christmas Spectacular” in New York City

PACKAGE INCLUDES:

2017 Christmas Show–Winter Wonderland at American Music Theater

 

CALL TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS!

Visit Bethlehem, PA
&

The Christmas City

4 DAYS ~ 3 NIGHTS
November 28 ~ December 1, 2017
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Accepting

New Patients!

Joselin Tacastacas, MD
Dr. Tacastacas joined Dermatology Specialists August 1, 2017, 
after completing her dermatology residency at the University 
Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center. She has a special interest 
in cutaneous T-cell lymphoma and other skin cancers. She 
completed Internal Medicine training at the State University 
of New York Downstate Medical Center in Brooklyn, NY. She is 

College of Physicians. Dr. Tacastacas practiced as a primary care 
physician for 6 years in Lebanon, VA and Grants Pass, OR.
Dr. Tacastacas welcomes patients of all ages to the Newport 
News Williamsburg 

Donald Shenenberger, MD
Dr. Shenenberger joined Dermatology Specialists January 1, 

American Academy of Dermatology and the American Academy 

EVMS and for the Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland. Dr. Shenenberger retired from 
the Navy after almost 26 years and serves on the editorial board 
of the Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology.
Dr. Shenenberger currently welcomes patients of all ages to the 
Newport News

(757) 873-0161
11844 Rock Landing Dr, Suite B,

Newport News, VA 23606

(757) 259-9466
475 McLaws Circle, Suite 1,

Williamsburg, VA 23185

www.opderm.net

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
vice president Jim Bul-
lard reported crews recently 
responded to the following 
calls for assistance:

August 16: At 3:30 p.m., 
the owner of a 22-foot center 
console reported that his boat 
had sunk and was lying on its 
side at his dock. A Reedville 
crew from Rescue 1 responded, 
pumped the water out of the 
boat and towed it to Buzzard’s 
Point Marina for repairs. Time 
on call, 3 hours.

August 18: At 3:20 p.m., 
the owner of a 25-foot bow 
rider called from Cockrell’s 
Deli reporting that his bat-
tery was dead. Rescue 1 was 
dispatched from the Reedville 
boathouse and was unable to 
get the engine started after 
attempting to jump the battery. 
The crew then towed the boat 
to the owner’s dock at the head 
of the Great Wicomico River. 
Time on call, 3 hours.

August 19: At 4:05 p.m., 
the sheriff received a call 
from the captain of a 21-foot 
Seadoo that had sucked the 
line from a crab pot into its jet 
drive. The boat was disabled in 
shallow water in the mouth of 
Hull Creek off the Potomac. A 
Rescue 3 member who lives on 
that creek responded in a boat 
that could operate in extreme 
shallow water and was able to 
free the Seadoo and tow it to a 
nearby ramp. The member then 
drove the captain to his home 
to retrieve his truck and trailer. 
Time on call, 1 hour.

August 21: At 9:45 a.m., 
a boater reported there was a 
large boat in the bay off Flee-
ton that was on fire. Rescue 1 
was dispatched from Reedville 
and located the 33-foot trawler 
being escorted to shore by the 
marine police. The trawler’s 
diesel engine was malfunction-
ing and creating heavy black 
smoke, but was able to reach 
Buzzard’s Point Marina under 
its own power. Time on call, 1 
hour.

August 22: At 10:15 
a.m., the captain of a 33-foot 
Grady White called the U.S. 
Coast Guard seeking help. He 
reported he was hard aground 
on a sandbar in the Great Wic-
omico with two passengers on 

“Why Buy New When Used Will Do”

Jean’s Bargain Center

Rt. 360 between Heathsville & Burgess          804-580-2850

Open Monday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, 10am-5pm

SUMMER CLE AR ANCE SALE 
50% to 75% OFF

Making Room for Fall Merchandise

Lake Cowart and crew aboard the Fat Spat oyster boat (left) help with an August 29 rescue.

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT

Members of Smith Point Sea Rescue urge 
readers to attend the free talk “Safe Waters: 
Avoiding Vibriosis in Coastal Virginia,” by Dr. 
Wirt Cross, concerning the dangers of Vibrio 
bacteria in coastal waters and how to avoid 
becoming sick. 

The talk will be at held at 7 p.m. Monday, 
September 25, at Festival Halle, 177 Main 
Street, Reedville. 

Vibrio is a bacteria common to coastal 
waters. The vibriosis infection can be 
potentially life threatening when it enters the 
blood through a cut or scrape in the skin.

The lecture is sponsored by Riverside 
Tappahannock Hospital, Smith Point Sea 
Rescue Inc., and the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum.

Safe waters lecture

board. The Coast Guard asked 
Smith Point Sea Rescue to 
respond. 

Rescue 1 and Rescue 2 were 
dispatched from Reedville 
and the crews found that the 
captain had climbed out of 
his boat in an attempt to walk 
ashore. A good Samaritan had 
picked him up in a private boat. 
Rescue 2 retrieved the captain 
while Rescue 1 attended to the 
disabled boat which they dis-
covered had broken free with a 
rising tide and was now adrift 
with two inexperienced pas-
sengers aboard. 

The captain was returned to 
his boat and was able to motor 
home under his own power. 
Time on call, 1 hour.

August 26: At 2:45 p.m., 
the sheriff called the Senior 
Boat Captain of Smith Point 
Sea Rescue to ask for help for a 
boater whose engine had failed 
in shallow water in Dameron 
Marsh. The captain happened 
to be out fishing near the marsh 
so he took his personal boat 
into the marsh and towed the 
disabled boat with three occu-
pants into Ingram Bay Marina. 
Time on call, 1 hour. 

August 27: At 4:30 p.m., 
a passenger on a 29-foot Sea 
Hawk powerboat called the 
sheriff asking for help. The 
engine had failed and the cap-
tain had been attempting to fix 
it for several hours as the boat 
drifted in the mouth of the 
Potomac River off Point Look-

out.
Rescue 1 was dispatched 

from Reedville but once under-
way called the passenger who 
requested a tow back to Lewi-
setta Marina. Since Rescue 3 
is stationed near Lewisetta, 
Rescue 1 turned the rescue 
over to Rescue 3. The crew on 
Rescue 3 arrived at the mouth 
of the Potomac but could not 
locate the boat. 

The passenger was called 
again and explained that the 
captain had been able to get the 
engine running, that a steering 
cable then broke, but that they 
were underway to Lewisetta 
using the trim tabs as steering. 
Rescue 3 followed the boat to 
Lewisetta and confirmed they 
arrived safely. Time on call, 2 
hours.

August 28: At 9:30 a.m., 
the captain of a 28-foot sailboat 
that had anchored overnight in 
the Coan River reported that 
he was in rough seas and his 
engine would not start, likely 
a clogged fuel filter caused by 
a night of bouncing over wind 
driven waves. Rescue 3 towed 
the sailboat, from Oriental, 
N.C., into a quiet harbor near 
Cowart Seafood up the Coan 
River where the captain could 
attempt repairs. Time on call, 2 
hours.

August 29: At 10:10 a.m., 
the sheriff received a call from 
the same captain who had 
called the day before stating 
that he was in extreme wind, 

that his anchor was drag-
ging and he was in danger of 
grounding. The Potomac River 
was so rough it was decided 
it was too dangerous to bring 
Rescue 3 down to assist. The 
Rescue 3 captain drove to 
Cowart Seafood where he 
asked Lake Cowart if he could 
help. Without hesitation, Lake, 
an employee, and the Sea 
Rescue captain boarded Cow-
art’s Fat Spat oyster boat to 
intercept the sailboat, tow it 
to a piling 50 yards offshore 
and secure it. Thanks, to Lake 
Cowart, said Bullard. Time on 
call, 2 hours.

August 30: At 11 a.m., 
the crew of Rescue 3 returned 
in calm seas to the sailboat 
secured the day before and 
towed it into Coan River 
Marina for repairs. Time on 
call, 2 hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue is 
a totally volunteer rescue unit 
which serves boaters from 
Coles Point to the mouth of 
the Potomac River, south to 
the Rappahannock River and 
across to the Chesapeake Bay 
to the Eastern Shore. The orga-
nization receives no govern-
mental monetary support and 
depends solely on donations to 
fund its operations. 

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue 1 and 
Rescue 2 are based in Reed-
ville and Rescue 3 is on Lodge 
Creek near Callao.

AREA EVENT
■ Veterans’ breakfast

Commonwealth Senior Living at Farnham, 511 Cedar Grove 
Road, Farnham, hosts a Veterans’ Breakfast at 9 a.m. on second 
Tuesdays. Participants are urged to RSVP at 394-2102.
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Wealth Management. We’re here to help you soar.  

Northern Neck Office:  97 North Main Street  Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482  804-435-3652  chesapeakewealth.com

©2017 Chesapeake Wealth Management. Not insured by FDIC or any federal government agency. May lose value. Not a deposit of, or guaranteed by, Chesapeake Bank or any bank affiliate.

credentials to work for you, meeting with you on 

your schedule to customize and manage your 

portfolio according to your needs and goals. So 

when you’re ready to work with a firm that will 

exceed your high expectations, just call Chesapeake 

When we first opened our doors in 1973, we were 

the Northern Neck’s first trust company. Today, we’re 

a premier wealth management and trust firm with 

offices across eastern Virginia, and over $400 million 

in assets under management. Our investment and 

trust team stands ready to put their experience and 

FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS, CHESAPEAKE WEALTH MANAGEMENT HAS BEEN BUILDING 
WEALTH, MANAGING TRUSTS AND PRESERVING LEGACIES, RIGHT HERE AT HOME.

Bring us your high 
expectations.

Thyme In A Basket
Home Accessories and Unique Gifts

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons recently announced the 
results of Operation Summer 
Ova, including the arrests of nine 
individuals for 13 felonies and 
three misdemeanor charges.

This operation was conducted 
by the Chesapeake Bay Drug 
and Gang Task Force, composed 
of officers from the Northum-
berland County Sheriff’s Office, 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Virginia State Police 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation 
Drug Enforcement Section.

Charges were placed against 
the following individuals:

Lockett Jr., 23, Warsaw, two 
counts of distribution of cocaine, 
a Schedule II narcotic.

-
sale, distribution of cocaine, a 
Schedule II narcotic.

Heathsville, distribution of mor-
phine pills, a Schedule II nar-
cotic; misdemeanor possession 
of marijuana.

21, Heathsville, distribution of 
cocaine, a Schedule II narcotic.

Lancaster, two counts of distri-
bution of cocaine, a Schedule II 
narcotic.

-
ville, distribution of Schedule II 
pills.

-
moreland County, two counts of 
distribution of Schedule II pills.

possession with intent to distrib-
ute cocaine, third offense; misde-
meanor possession of marijuana.

-
ter area, possession of a Sched-
ule II narcotic, distribution of 
a Schedule 2 narcotic; misde-
meanor possession of marijuana.
At large

According to Sheriff Lyons, 
the following persons are wanted 
as a result of this operation and 
are encouraged to turn them-
selves over to law enforcement as 
soon as possible:

-
son, 60, Westmoreland County, 
charged with distribution of 
Schedule II pills.

Heathsville, charged with three 
counts of possession with intent 
to distribute a Schedule II nar-
cotic, distribution of a Schedule 
II narcotic, and misdemeanor 
possession of marijuana.

Heathsville, charged with two 
counts of misdemeanor distribu-
tion of marijuana, less than one 
half ounce.

charged with distribution of a 
Schedule II narcotic.

-
ter area, charged with distribution 
of a Schedule II narcotic, pos-
session of a Schedule 2 narcotic, 
and misdemeanor possession of 
marijuana.

KILMARNOCK—The mayor 
and town council adopted a reso-
lution Monday night to honor 
and recognize Kilmarnock police 
chief Mike Bedell for 30 years of 
service. 

Mayor Mae Umphlett said 
Bedell has served the citizens of 
Kilmarnock without interruption 

LANCASTER—Three men 
accused of raping a 16-year-old 
girl were able to avoid being tried 
together. However, Lancaster 
County Circuit Court Judge R. 
Michael McKenney last Friday 
allowed the Commonwealth to 
join the trials of two of the men. 

Rashad Jamel Foote of Weems 
and Marquis Monte Smith of 
Lancaster will be tried together 
because both requested bench 
trials. That trial was set for 
December 15. 

A third defendant, Travis 
Centel Veney of Weems, was 
allowed to be tried separately 
because he had requested a jury 
trial. Veney’s trial was set for 
November 3.

Foote is charged with three 
felonies of abduction to defile, 
sodomy and forcible rape. Smith 
is charged with two felonies of 
aggravated sexual battery and 
forcible rape. Veney is charged 
with three felonies of forcible 
rape, abduction to extort money/
benefit and aggravated sexual 
battery.

Commonwealth’s Attorney Jan 
Smith asked to combine the three 
trials so that the victim would not 
have to testify three times. “She’s 
already testified at three sepa-
rate preliminary hearings,” said 
Smith.

In denying the motion, Judge 
McKenney said, “The responsi-

bility is to ensure the defendants 
a fair trial. That far exceeds any 
inconvenience to the victim.”

Judge McKenney also denied 
Smith’s pre-trial motion to bring 
in an expert witness at state 
expense to explain the behavior 
anomalies of rape victims and 
why some take so long to report 
the crime.

Judge McKenney also heard 
the following cases on Septem-
ber 15.

Joseph Cox Jr. of Lively was 
granted a court appointed attor-
ney. His trial on 13 charges of pro-
bation violation on felony convic-
tions will be set October 13.

Valencia W. Owens of Lan-
caster entered a guilty plea to 
one charge of felony possession 
with intent to sell a schedule II 
drug. She was sentenced to five 
years with four years 10 months 
suspended, two years supervised 
probation and six months suspen-
sion of her driver’s license.

Jonte Artyne Towles of Lan-
caster entered a guilty plea to 
felony hit and run, destruction 
of property, unauthorized use of 
a vehicle and misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license. He 
was sentenced to 10 years, with 
all but four months suspended 
and given credit for time served. 
He was ordered to pay $1,250 in 
restitution plus court costs and 
his license was suspended for 13 
months. Three other charges were 
nolle prosequi.

Thomas Edward Stevens III 
of Lancaster entered a plea of 
guilty to felony grand larceny for 
helping three other defendants 
steal cash and cases of beer from 
Dominion Express where he was 
employed. He was sentenced to 
five years, all suspended and two 
years supervised probation.

The case of John Maurice 
Thomas of Lancaster was set for 

trial October 20. He is charged 
with felony arson of a dwelling, 
misdemeanor assault and battery 
of a family member and destruc-
tion of property. 

Justeyn Tyjaih Howard waived 
his right to a jury trial on two 
felony charges of possession of 
drugs and selling drugs on or near 
a school or library. A bench trial 
was set for December 8.

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

From left are Kilmarnock police chief Mike Bedell and 
mayor Mae Umphlett. Photo by Madison White Franks

Kilmarnock recognizes
police chief Mike Bedell

by Madison White Franks

Operation 
Summer Ova 
results in
nine arrests

since January 6, 1986, when he 
began his service as a police offi-
cer and then was appointed chief 
on November 25, 1989. 

Bedell has served under five 
mayors and six town manag-
ers since being in his position, 
said Umphlett. He has earned 
the respect and admiration and 
affection of the entire town staff 
to the point of being known and 
addressed by many of his co-
workers as “his chiefness.”

Family, friends and co-workers 
were in attendance in support and 
celebration of Bedell. 

■ Prevent suicide walk
Prevent Suicide Walk For A New Day will be held from 10 

a.m. to noon on October 14. The walk will begin at Grace Epis-
copal Church, 303 South Main Street, Kilmarnock. To register, 
visit chvc.online, or call 1-888-773-8550, or 642-5402.

A $5 donation per person will benefit suicide prevention 
awareness initiatives. Donations will be accepted the morning 
of the event.

AREA EVENT
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Two years before I started writing this 
column in 1984, Ann Shelton began 

working in the office at the Rappahannock 
Record. We became friends soon thereafter, 
and through her I came to know her husband, 
Frank, and later her son, Richard. In virtually 
every one of our early conversations prior to 
my meeting them in person, she had described 
each of them extensively, and when we finally 
did met, I thought I had known them for years.

Frank died in 2001, and Ann’s younger son, 
Dennis, died in 2008 at the age of 44. Rich-
ard lived in Glen Allen, and spent his early 
career from the age of 15 onwards in the gro-
cery business there. Nine years ago he left that 
field, and became a school bus driver for the 
Henrico County school system. On Tuesday 
of last week, on the first day of classes, after 
collecting his pupils, he collapsed and died on 
his bus, having greeted his students as they had 
boarded. Fortunately, he had not begun driv-
ing.

Richard was a remarkable and memorable 

person, one with an insatiable desire always to 
be learning at every step of his life. He was 
fascinated by the study of the past, and, like all 
intellectually curious individuals, he continued 
to educate himself throughout his life. I recall 
the time many years ago when he came across 
an ivory piecrust crimper. Not having seen 
one previously, he delved into its background, 
and learned all he could about its origin and 
age. That course was typical for Richard. He 
delighted in learning.

At his funeral in Richmond last week, many 

spoke of his interests and his mastery of the 
many details that were part of his work. His 
supervisor noted his constant attention to the 
children in his care, how they were progress-
ing in their schoolwork, and his diligence in 
attending to the needs of those entrusted to 
him. A little girl about the age of 10 spoke 
of the devotion that existed between them, 
and how he had been far more in her life than 
her school bus driver. Her words made clear 
that indeed Richard was a truly good person 
in every aspect of his life, attributes he mani-
fested to all those he encountered. In testimony 
to his faithful dedication to the children, during 
his service a large Henrico County school bus 
was parked in front of the funeral home.

Richard was particularly knowledgeable 
about all things Celtic. He wore a gold Celtic 
cross around his neck, and endeavored to 
learn as much as possible about Celtic history, 
culture and customs, another bond we found 
between us. Although Richard spent his entire 
life in and around Richmond, through his 

mother he had a distinct Northern Neck con-
nection.

Each summer he enjoyed coming down to 
Kilmarnock for the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department Carnival at the end of July 
and beginning of August. He worked as a vol-
unteer where needed, and found new fellow-
ship among his fellow workers, for, like his 
mother, he fitted into any scene in which he 
found himself. At his funeral people spoke of 
having enjoyed his sardonic wit and dry sense 
of humor. For all who know Ann, where he got 
that quality is abundantly self-evident.  

At the time of his death, Richard was 
anticipating a bright future, as he had become 
engaged to be married to Lina Price, and 
looked forward to working with her in rais-
ing her two children. Richard lived a good and 
worthy life, and his kind deeds were magnified 
by the shortness of the years he was given in 
which to perform them.  

Richard Allen Hall, February 6, 1959 – Sep-
tember 5, 2017.  R.I.P.

In testimony to his faithful 
dedication to the children, 
during his service a large 
Henrico County school bus 
was parked in front of the 
funeral home.

Focal Point

Sunset at Crazy Crab on Cockrell Creek, Reedville.

Photo by Don Gutermuth 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

The Preamble to the Constitu-
tion establishes six purposes for 
which this nation was founded.

Now that Republicans control 
Congress, the White House, the 
federal judiciary and most state 
governments, we should examine 
how the Republicans measure up 
to our founding principles.

Simply stated: They fail.
To form a more perfect 

union. Republicans use the broad-
cast airwaves, cable television 
and the Internet to spew a tsu-
nami of lies, misrepresentations 
and "fake news." Three decades 
of Republican propaganda have 
left us more divided now than at 
any time since the Civil War.

Establish justice. Two 
words: Jeff Sessions. Sessions 
wants a small government—so 
small it can fit into your bedroom, 
computer and cell phone. To Ses-
sions, the Constitution is merely 
an annoyance. To Republicans, 
establishing justice is not even on 
their radar.

Ensure domestic tranquil-
ity. The Republican president 
equates peaceful demonstrators 
with Nazis, Klansmen and self-
appointed militia carrying semi-
automatic rifles.

Provide for the common 
defense. Our defense depends 
on skillful use of our economic, 
diplomatic and military power 
allied with like-minded free 
nations. We are not defended by 
chest-thumping or by threaten-
ing nuclear war with a third-rate 
failed state. The schoolyard bully 
does not make anyone safe.

Promote the general welfare. 
Republicans have promoted the 
welfare of the wealthiest Ameri-
cans. Currently, the richest 1% 
of Americans now own more 

Measuring up to
original intentions

wealth than the bottom 90%. To 
Republicans, the general welfare 
is a joke.

Secure the blessings of liberty 
to ourselves and our children. At 
this rate all we will leave to our 
children is a mountain of debt, a 
political system controlled by the 
privileged, and an economy that 
resembles a banana republic.

We certainly will not leave 
them clean air and water, healthy 
forests, a vibrant representative 
democracy and a world filled 
with people who respect us.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

White folks wonder why 
blacks are still angry when it 
has been over 150 years since 
the Emancipation.

During these 150 years, 
Northern carpetbaggers used 
newly-freed slaves to create 
even worse antipathy between 
the races. Then, African-Amer-
icans were made to endure 
decades of Jim Crow laws and 
countless illegal and unjust 
lynchings. Finally, they were 
forced to risk life and limb to 
secure the right to vote and to 
otherwise participate equally 
in our public life.

For many, the struggle con-
tinues to this day.

 I don’t wonder at the repug-
nance of any descendant of 
slaves at seeing monuments 
that, along with honoring the 
courage and loyalty of Con-
federate soldiers to home and 
family, glorify an effort to 
perpetuate the enslavement 
of their own ancestors. Inter-
estingly, most of these monu-
ments went up during the Jim 
Crow era when African-Amer-
icans were sure to take them as 

Racism: 
Alive and well

an assertion of white superior-
ity.

 And, even if all this were not 
the plain truth, I think we must 
also notice that plenty white 
descendants of those who 
fought for the Confederacy 
(of which I am one) are them-
selves still angry. 

That anger shows up as dis-
like and distrust of all people 
of color which a layer of civil-
ity does not disguise, a general 
prejudice against Northerners, 
and, very often, of anything the 
federal (Union) government 
does.

Oh, everybody’s still angry 
all right, and racism is very 
much alive and well!

Marie Armstrong,
Reedville

It is with a heavy heart I write 
this letter.

The recent passing of Joe 
Curry leaves an empty spot 
in my heart, his family's, Lan-
caster County and humanity as 
a whole.

I had the distinct honor of 
working with Joe when the Lan-
caster County Virginia Educa-
tion Foundation (LCVEF) was 
in its infancy. He helped mold 
our mission and secure initial 
donations. He was the voice of 
those who had no voice. He was 
our heart and soul.

On behalf of the present 
board of directors, those who 
have served on our board in the 
past and the children who have 
benefited from Joe's unwaver-
ing support, we salute you—
you were truly "one in a mil-
lion."

We, the citizens of the North-
ern Neck, are blessed that you 
touched our lives.

Margaret Socey, Weems
Founder, LCVEF

One in a million

YOUR LETTERS

It is with great pleasure that I 
support Margaret Socey's bid for 
Lancaster County School Board, 
District 5. 

I have been very fortunate to 
work with Margaret. She conveys 
a strong presence in the commu-
nity working with the school and 
citizens. She is highly respected 
and her dedication is truly inspir-
ing to others; challenging others 
to do better and be better.

Margaret works collabora-
tively with all members of the 
school community. Every year, 
she works diligently to organize 
and provide opportunities for 
children of the community such 
as the third-grade Washington, 
D.C., trip and mini grants for 
educational purposes such as 
field trips, teacher materials and 
reading curriculum.

Another one of Margaret's 
greatest strengths is her vast 
knowledge of the needs of the 
students and school in the com-
munity, which will greatly benefit 
Lancaster County Schools.

Margaret is the consummate 
professional. She truly cares 
about the growth of this commu-
nity. She is a great leader, always 
willing to pitch in and support 
those in need. She has provided 
tutoring for many of the children 
in Lancaster County. Margaret 
recognizes the importance of 
communication and will repre-
sent District 5 with diligence and 
compassion.

It is in her multiple talents, her 
dedication to education, her will-
ingness to support others and her 
love of children that makes Mar-
garet Socey a great candidate for 
the position of District 5 on the 
Lancaster County School Board.

Lisa Barton,
White Stone

I recommend George Bott 
for District 1, Lancaster County 
supervisor.  

George and I have worked 
closely for five years on the Hos-
pice Turkey Shoot Regatta, rais-
ing money for Hospice Support 
Services of the Northern Neck. 

George is a person of great 
character, someone you can 
always count on to come up with 
solutions and get the job done. A 
dedicated and energetic worker, 
with excellent leadership skills, 
George is always willing to listen 
to others and give full consider-
ation to their views.  

George is a fiscal conservative, 
always looking out for Lancaster 
County taxpayers and with an 
eye to the future. For a number 
of years he has brought his pro-
fessional budget expertise to 
Lancaster board of supervisors 
and the Lancaster County School 
Board. He was instrumental in 
developing the budget basis for 
eliminating the Lancaster County 
boat tax that has brought business 
and jobs to our county as well as 
significant capital investment.  

I urge District 1 residents to 
vote for George Bott. He will be 
responsible with your tax dollars 
and will help bring jobs to Lan-
caster County and will always be 
available to hear your issues and 
concerns. You could not ask for a 
better representative on our board 
of supervisors.

Tom Chapman,
Irvington

The letter “Discomfort-
ing Connotations,” published 
September 14, prompted this 
response.

With recent mal-attention to 
the flag of the Army of North-
ern Virginia (ANV), aka Con-
federate battle flag, perhaps the 
encampment lowered the battle 
flag and raised the less recog-
nizable/contentious (to most) 
Third National Flag of the 
Confederacy to ease tensions? 

The First National Flag of 
the Confederacy was easily 
mistaken for the Union flag 
and caused confusion on the 
battlefield. Confederate Gen-
eral Beauregard often com-
plained of this. So the design 
was changed in 1863. 

The Second National Flag 
had a white field with the 
ANV battle flag as canton. 
The designer was William 
Tappan Thompson and it was 
he who proclaimed it “the 
white man’s flag.” The letter 
writer implies that this was the 
reason for adoption, it wasn’t; 
and I don’t think avoidance 
of confusion during battle is 
particularly “chilling.” The 
Second National Flag was, in 
fact, more widely known as 
the “Stainless Banner” or the 
“Jackson/Stonewall Flag” after 
his death, since it was used to 
drape Gen. Jackson’s coffin. 

The letter was troubling on 
two counts. First, the selec-
tion of quotations, both from 
the same source (Thompson) 
which reflected his personal 
beliefs only. 

The second was ascribing 
Thompson’s beliefs, sans evi-
dence, to the people of the 
“confederate encampment.” 
We can take umbrage with 
anything if we try hard enough. 
I know, I have a garage full of 
it. But let’s not endeavor to 
mislead.

The causes for the Civil War 
were varied and can be thought 
of as a multi-strand rope. The 
reason why people fought for 
the Confederacy were also 
varied. Selecting one strand, 
e.g. slavery, is simplistic and 
leads to intolerance.

I would hope we can respect 
the courage and sacrifice made 
by forces on both sides and 
honor the men, if not the Con-
federate cause.

Dr. Michael Given,
Heathsville

Vote for Socey

Vote for George Bott

Adding context

The Virginia Auditor of 
Public Accounts recently 
released an assessment grading 
the fiscal health for all Virginia 
counties. There were huge dis-
parities among the counties of 
the Northern Neck.

Rankings were on a scale 
between zero and one hundred. 
Figures were provided for fiscal 
years 2014-15, 2015-16 and 
2016-17. Scores of 15 or below 
were considered problematic.

These counties were subject 
to a follow-up questionnaire 
from the APA to determine 
the cause of their situation and 
formulate a remedy. Only two 
counties fell into this category, 
including Richmond County.

Westmoreland County had 
the highest scores for the period 

Fiscal notes

between fiscal year 2014 and 
fiscal year 2016 with scores 
of 53.5, 67.2 and 66.8 respec-
tively.

Lancaster was second with 
respective scores of 32.3, 32.5 
and 30.3. Northumberland was 
third with respective scores of 
33.3, 23.3 and 15.9. Richmond 
County was a distant last with 
respective scores of 5.9, 8.3 and 
7.3.

Although both Westmore-
land and Lancaster counties 
appear to be stable, there are 
troubling trends in both Nor-
thumberland and Richmond 
counties.

Northumberland’s 2016 
score of 15.9 is barely above 
the threshold of 15 but more 
alarming is that their score was 
a healthy 33.3 just two years 
before. The Northumberland 
supervisors need to take a hard 
look into the reasons for this 
precipitous decline.

Most disturbing are the abys-
mal scores recorded by Rich-
mond County. This is not a new 
trend. Richmond County has 
had to borrow money to pay 
bills through revenue anticipa-
tion notes for several years.

Their school budget has 
exploded by 25% over the past 
few years fueled by 202 nonres-
ident students who attend Rich-
mond County schools tuition 
free. Hopefully, intervention by 
the APA will offer guidance.

John Haynes,
Warsaw

The fundraiser for Special 
Olympics Area 28 on August 
18 was a huge success. We 
had about 114 people in atten-
dance and raised over $2,600.  
Music by Southern Grace was 
enjoyed by all.

I wish to recognize the won-
derful church members from 
Trinity and St. Mary’s White 
Chapel Episcopal churches for 
their support. I could not have 
done this without their love and 
support.

Robert Mason introduced 
me to the gospel group South-
ern Grace, which gave me the 
idea to host a fundraiser in 
the Trinity pavilion for Spe-
cial Olympics Area 28.  Their 
music and message is wonder-
ful and so needed during these 
challenging times. Southern 
Grace will be back next year.

Sponsors included Tri Star 
Supermarket, Food Lion 
in Heathsville and Kilmar-
nock, BJ’s in Mechanicsville, 
Kilmarnock Lettering and 
Noblett Appliances. They 
helped to make this fundraiser 
such a success. 

The funds will be used to 
purchase uniforms and equip-
ment and to help with expenses 
for the athletes. There is no 
charge for the athletes to par-
ticipate in the events. These 
funds will help make this pos-
sible. I know the athletes from 
Area 28 appreciate the support.

 It takes a village to make 
this happen and I am so blessed 
to live in “this village.”  

Save the third Friday in 
August next year. We will do 
this again.

Carol Roscher,
Lancaster, and Area 28

Fundraiser
is a success
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‘Meet and Greet’ with

Jack Larson
Republican Candidate for

County Board of Supervisors, District One

Saturday, September 23, 3:30 to 5:30 pm

Upper Lancaster Fire Department

Pavilion, Lively. Light Refreshments

Paid for and Authorized by the Lancaster County Republican Committee

Jack is the Republican candidate for Board of 
Supervisors in District One. He is a former Assistant 
County Administrator and is retired from a career in 
the Marine Corps. He is eager to put his talents to 
work for Lancaster County.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Until further notice, 
starting October 4

will be CLOSED on 
WEDNESDAYS

Stylish Eyes

804-435-2620
266 N Main St. 

Kilmarnock

Every Sunday, 4-7 p.m.

11 a.m.-2 p.m.

4-6 p.m. ~ Half-Price Appetizers

*SUNDAY SUPPER

SUNDAY BRUNCH

HAPPY HOUR DAILY
p

*

O
f 

T
he

Best

2017

Selected by the readers of The Rivah Visitor’s Guidehe Rivah Visitor’s Guide

WINNER

I would enthusiastically like to 
recommend Carolyn Young for a 
position on the Lancaster County 
School Board. 

Carolyn has taught for many 
years at the high school and com-
munity college level. In the last 
10 years she has also been tutor-
ing students from the high school 
in both math and SAT/ACT 
preparation. While doing so she 
has gotten to know the students 
well, attends many functions to 
cheer them on and encourages 
them in their future plans, both 
vocational-technical and college.

She and her husband Bill have 
attended the college graduations 
of basketball players he coached 
and she tutored. She knows 
many of the students’ families. 
This “hands-on” work is both 
time consuming and one that 
takes dedication. 

Carolyn is on many boards, 
working with people of many 
faiths and backgrounds who are 
interested in various aspects of 
community development. She 
worked on The Link board of 
directors and continues on the 
advisory board.  She serves as 
moderator of the Agape Fund of 
Campbell Church, which helped 
launch the Lancaster County Vol-
unteer Program. Agape is cur-
rently helping to fund both Early 
College Academy and the new 
LHS and LMS Robotics Pro-
gram. She has been selected to 
participate in Lead NN/Visions 
leadership program, a forum for 
community leaders.

She will bring this experi-
ence and perspective to the table 
of the school board. Carolyn is 
especially interested in getting 
members of the community to 
come into the classrooms to 
share their knowledge and exper-
tise with students, exposing them 
to theater arts, career skills and 
their experiences in the work-
place. This is what I call her “out 
of the box” prospective, using 
fresh approaches.

Carolyn is an outstanding col-
laborator and encourages others 
to debate and bring out new 
ideas. She is a team player. I 
strongly encourage you to vote 
for her in November.

Mary Lloyd Lay,
Irvington

Young for
school board

Do you remember?
This undated photo shows the Kilmarnock United Methodist Church, 89 East Church 
Street, under construction. If anyone can add an approximate date, call Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn at 296-0930. "Do you remember?" is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS

I moved to Weems 10 years 
ago. Two of the first to greet 
me were Peter Fallon and Mar-
garet Socey. I am a 30-year 
Navy veteran, retired high 
school teacher and retired con-
struction manager.

Mrs. Socey is running for 
the Lancaster County School 
Board from District 5. Her 
involvement with the children 
of Lancaster schools is com-
mendable, volunteering many 
hours. She has been a tutor to 
numerous children and stayed 
the course as mentor to them 
all.

Margaret doesn't stop there, 
she has raised funds and orga-
nized trips to Washington, 
D.C., for Lancaster students—
a tremendous motivator to 
their understanding the values 
of our nation.

Margaret is a successful 
financial manager, grant writer 
and organizer of events. Her 
expertise in those areas alone 
are badly needed on the Lan-
caster school board.

She is a listener and nego-
tiator. We don't always view 
political points in the same 
manner but never does she 
attack or befriend one for their 
views and often helps one 
understand an opposing view.

Elect Socey
to school board

We need people in leadership 
and decision-making positions 
that will put a positive spin 
on our education system. Our 
future depends on the youth of 
today. Let's help make it a posi-
tive influence and elect Mar-
garet Socey to the Lancaster 
school board.

MCPON Duane Bushey, 
USN (Ret), Weems

When evaluating a candidate 
it is important to know where 
they are coming from in order 
to judge where they are going. 
Customs and traditions are the 
foundation of our laws; those 
values we want expressed in 
legislative votes in Richmond. 
Margaret Ransone is a prod-
uct of the Northern Neck and 
American traditions.

Del. Ransone holds the sanc-
tity of the family as one of her 
highest principles. The family 
unit is the backbone of Ameri-
can individualism and is the 
strength of our nation. Family 
values also are important at 
the local level. They deter-
mine how a community reacts 
to a disaster or how children 
are best raised and educated. 
Margaret consistently receives 
a 100% rating from the Family 
Foundation.

One tradition Del. Ransone 
dislikes is the growth of state 
government. Virginia govern-
ment has been growing faster 
than the population. The free 
enterprise system generates tax 
revenue to the state, which then 
proves that cost rises to meet 
income. Of course Richmond 
doles some of our money back 
to us, but not all. As a local 
businesswoman, Margaret 
knows the importance of small 
business in America and how 
taxes kill them, and the Ameri-
can dream. The big businesses 
that survive do not pay tax; 
they only collect it for the gov-
ernment—we pay the tax. As 
a conservative in Richmond, 
Del. Ransone fights against 
government expansion.

We don’t need to explain 
to Margaret about our federal 
system of government or the 
limits on government placed 
by the Constitutions of Virginia 
and the U.S. These are part of 
our common heritage. She is a 
hometown gal with hometown 
values…faith, family and free-
dom. This is why I encourage 
all to re-elect Del. Ransone on 
November 7.

Rodger Meredith,
Callao

Background
for leadership

I endorse Margaret Ransone 
for re-election as our delegate 
for the 99th District. Mrs. Ran-
sone has exhibited all of the 
qualities we seek, but rarely 
find, in our elected officials.

Margaret is such a strong 
supporter of law enforcement 
that she was named the Fresh-
man Legislator of the Year by 
the Virginia Sheriff's Asso-
ciation. She has been named 
a Champion of Regulatory 
Reform three times by the 
Virginia Chamber of Com-
merce. She has “A” ratings 
from and the endorsements 
of the National Federation of 
Independent Businesses, the 
Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, and the National Rifle 
Association. She has a “100% 
Rating” from the Family Foun-
dation. She has sponsored and 
supported numerous bills to 
enhance employment and busi-
nesses; to protect our children 
and the elderly; and to improve 

Return Ransone
to the House

our schools.
In Margaret, a lifelong resi-

dent of the Northern Neck who 
works ceaselessly to advocate 
our interests in Richmond, we 
have best delegate imaginable. 
She has advanced in the House 
leadership to the point where 
she can protect and promote all 
of the interests of this area—
the rural economy, the Chesa-
peake Bay, and our quality of 
life.

I find it hard to believe that 
any rational voter would opt 
against Margaret in favor of an 
opponent who only registered 
to vote in Virginia last year 
and who has never voted in an 
election for the seat he now 
seeks to secure. I find it hard 
to believe that any voter would 
consider voting for someone 
whose only campaign strategy 
appears to be distorting Marga-
ret's record.

I cannot overstate the impor-
tance of this election to the 
people of the Northern Neck. 
There is only one possible 
choice in November: Marga-
ret Ransone, who has been 
our friend and neighbor in 
Richmond for three terms. We 
need to send her back one more 
time.

Patrick J. O'Brien,
Callao

It is with absolute certainty 
that I support the best candi-
date for the Lancaster school 
board when I recommend Car-
olyn Young.

Carolyn is a remarkable 
American in every respect. A 
true patriot, she is the daughter 
of a career diplomat, the wife 
of a career naval officer and the 
mother of diplomats serving 
the best interests of our nation 
in Africa.

A military wife, she brings 
tremendous organizational 
experience having led count-
less committees and compas-
sionately assisting other mili-
tary spouses and families suc-
ceed in a terribly demanding 
environment. Having moved 
23 times, she knows how to 
bring order from chaos and 
how to maintain equilibrium 
during stressful times. Putting 
her talents to work wherever 
the U.S. Navy sent her family, 
she taught at the most innova-
tive and prestigious school in 
Fairfax County, Thomas Jeffer-
son High School for Science 
and Technology. 

At the Navy Campus in 
Japan she provided adult edu-
cation to U.S. sailors. Not con-
tent to rest on retirement, she 
and her husband, Bill, taught at 
schools in the Ukraine through 
the Peace Corps. 

Returning to Lancaster, she 
and Bill immersed themselves 
in the community. While Bill 
assisted coaching the 2012 
Lancaster High School team to 
the state championship, Caro-
lyn helped those young athletes 
by coaching them in SAT and 
ACT preparation so they could 
take advantage of scholarships. 
She continues to assist at LHS 
actively pushing programs to 
make our schools better and 
continuing one on one tutoring. 

With her varied background, 
extensive educational experi-
ence, a devotion to doing-the-
right-thing, imaginative and 
workable ideas, first-hand and 
current knowledge of the edu-
cational needs of our county 
and a selfless sense of duty and 
dedication to her community, 
Carolyn Young needs to be on 
the school board in Lancaster 
County. Please vote for her in 
November.

Tom Parrish,
Weems

Vote for Young

YOUR LETTERS

We want to extend our sin-
cere condolences to the family 
of Joe Curry who passed this 
week. We believe the loss is 
also to the Northern Neck.

Joe was an extraordinary 
person. He was always ready to 
help or organize help, no one 
ever came to a closed door with 
him. He was a man of great 
generosity and wisdom. We 
feel very fortunate to have 
known him. He will be greatly 
missed by us and we believe 
many in the community.

From Switzerland we wish 
his family and friends all the 
strength needed to cope with 
this loss. Rest in peace, Joe.

Marian and Hans Weenink,
Switzerland

Rest in peace,
Joe Curry

Remember John Prine's song 
“Paradise? The chorus goes:

"And daddy won't you 
take me back to Muhlenberg 
County Down by the Green 
River where Paradise lay?

“Well, I’m sorry my son, 
but you’re too late in asking; 
Mister Peabody’s coal train has 
hauled it away."

Paradise was the name of a 
community on the banks of 
the Green River in Western 
Kentucky that had the misfor-
tune of sitting on a large coal 
deposit. Paradise isn’t there 
any more. It was hauled away. 
Our representative democracy 
is in similar peril, but it is our 
elected state legislators that 
have sold us down the river.

A tactician with the Repub-
lican State Leadership Com-
mittee (RSLC) devised a plan 
called Redistricting Majority 
Project (REDMAP). It would 
enable the Republicans to win 
the majority of state legislative 
elections in 2010, placing them 
in control of the redistricting in 
2011. 

Through skillful gerry-
mandering, using advanced 
mapping software and voter 
profiles screened from Big 

Paradise?

Data, they could lock in leg-
islative majorities in a major-
ity of the states and maintain 
control of those states and the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
for the next decade. With the 
$30 million raised by Ed Gil-
lespie as RSLC chairman and 
aggressively promoted to state 
Republican parties, REDMAP 
was successful.

As a consequence of RED-
MAP’s success, we have had 
a do-nothing Congress since 
2012. But most dangerous for 
our representative democracy 
is that there is little voters can 
do about it. The next redis-
tricting will be in 2021, and 
unless the process is changed 
to take legislators and politi-
cal data out of the process, we 
can expect the state legislators 

from the existing gerryman-
dered districts to tune up the 
district maps to insure another 
decade of control.

Make redistricting reform 
a litmus test for your vote for 
delegate.

Bob Wilson,
Reedville

Cathy Gillespie, wife of 
Republican gubernatorial can-
didate Ed Gillespie, will visit 
Lancaster County Saturday, 
September 23, with a stop at 
the meet and greet event for 
Jack Larson.

Larson, a candidate for the 
Lancaster board of supervisors 
in District 1, will meet voters 
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department Pavilion in Lively. 
The public is invited.

Gillespie’s RV tour brings 
her to the Northern Neck this 
weekend where she will cam-
paign for her husband with 
stops in several counties.

Cathy Gillespie 
will visit Lively 
this Saturday

The Northumberland County 
Democratic Committee will 
meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sep-
tember 21, at the Northumber-
land Public Library, 7204 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Heaths-
ville. A social period will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. 

The guest speaker will be 
Lavangeline “Vangie” Wil-
liams, Democratic candidate 
for the First District, reported 
chairman Frank J. Kober.

Additionally, the committee 
will endorse candidates for the 
November 7 election, includ-
ing candidates for the District 
99 House of Delegates seat, 
supervisor and school board 
candidates in Districts 2 and 3, 
said Kober.

Campaign material will be 
available for most office seek-
ers, he said.  

Northumberland
Democrats plan 
to endorse 
candidates today

Gift Subscriptions
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LANCASTER—For those who cannot vote on 
Election Day, November 7, there are opportunities 
to vote absentee at the Lancaster County Voter Reg-
istration Office beginning Friday, September 22. 

The office on the lower level of the County 
Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster, will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays, reported voter registrar 
Susan P. Jett. 

In addition, the office will be open from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Saturdays, October 28, and November 
4.

To qualify to vote early, citizens need only meet 
one of the following requirements: 

locality of residence in Virginia.
-

sity outside of locality of residence in Virginia.
-

tion day.

residence on election day.

or more hours between 6 a.m. and 7 p.m. on elec-
tion day.

fire fighter, emergency technician, search and 
rescue).

care of a disabled/ill family member confined at 
home.

election, or custodian of voting equipment.

merchant marine or armed forces.

employment or spouse or dependent  r e s i d i n g 
with employee.

presidential elections only (if moved less than 30 
days before the presidential election).

serving inside the polling place.

the authority of a court of competent jurisdiction.
Registered voters who chose to vote absentee 

are subject to the same rules as voting at the polls. 
Voters must show an acceptable form of valid photo 
ID which include the following: 

-
vate school in Virginia.

Any registered voter without an acceptable photo 
ID may apply for a free Virginia Voter Photo Identi-
fication from the Voter Registration Office. Contact 
the Lancaster County Voter Registration Office at 
462-5277.

LANCASTER—A local orga-
nization, Friends of Lancaster 
County (FOLCVA), believes sev-
eral issues of major significance 
to county citizens are at stake in 
the November 7 election, includ-
ing the future of the county’s 
children and whether 21st cen-
tury jobs are in the future for the 
Northern Neck. 

To help keep the public 
informed, FOLCVA and the Lan-
caster Community Library are 
sponsoring a candidates’ forum at 
7 p.m. October 12 at the library, 
16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock.

Local elections will include 
seats on the board of supervisors 
and the school board for Districts 
1 and 5. Incumbents for all four 
offices are not seeking another 
term, so all the candidates are 
new, reported FOLCVA presi-
dent Charlie Costello.

District 1 candidates running 
for supervisor are George R. Bott 
IV and Jack D. Larson. They are 
seeking to replace F.W. “Butch” 
Jenkins Jr. who is retiring after 
24 years. Candidates for school 

board are Carl E. Failmezger and 
Katherine Lee Keith, who are 
running to replace Bob Smart 
who is not seeking re-election. 

In District 5, Robert S. West-
brook, current school board 
chairman, is running unopposed 
to replace B. Wally Beauchamp, 
who is retiring after 20 years 
on the board. Candidates for 
school board to replace West-
brook are Lara Mills Brown, 
Margaret S. Socey and Carolyn 
W. Young.

Marlon S. Savoy is running 
unopposed for Commissioner of 
the Revenue, to succeed George 
E. “Sonny” Thomas who has 
retired from that office after 21 
years. 

Among issues of current inter-
est, according to Costello, are 
the school board has recently 
proposed a multi-year, $70-mil-
lion project to replace Lancaster 
high and middle schools, which 
are more than 50 years old and 
obsolete, and to renovate Lan-
caster Middle School up to 
modern standards as an elemen-
tary school.

Some candidates also propose 
seeking high-speed fiber-optic 
internet for the entire Northern 
Neck, especially the rural areas, 
he said.

Advocates for new schools 
and faster internet say these will 
encourage young families with 
children to settle in the Northern 
Neck and businesses that depend 
on the internet to move here, 
stimulating county population 
and job growth, added Costello.

All but one candidate have 
indicated they will participate in 
the forum, he said. Each candi-
date will be given equal time to 
speak and answer questions from 
the audience without opposing 
candidate(s) present in the room. 
All candidates will be urged to 
remain for the whole event so 
they may meet the attending citi-
zens.

All citizens are urged to attend 
without regard to District. 

“Your thoughts and concerns 
are important to all, especially 
the successful candidates as they 
assume their critical duties for 
us,” said Costello.

WEEMS—A former Peace 
Corps volunteer and teacher, 
Carolyn Young is a candidate for 
the District 5 seat on the Lan-
caster County School Board in 
November.

A native of St. Louis, Young 
graduated from high school 
in Chattanooga, Tenn., before 
attending Vanderbilt University 
and earning a bachelor's in phi-
losophy. She also studied at the 
International Christian Univer-
sity in Japan, Georgetown Uni-
versity, Providence College and 
San Diego State University. She 
can often be recognized on her 
four or five mile walks around 
Irvington.

Young has been selected to 
participate in the 2017-18 Lead 
Northern Neck/Visions leader-
ship forum. This program con-
nects area leaders by training 
them in a year-long program to 
help each network and further 
community and economic devel-
opment in Lancaster and neigh-
boring counties. 

Young and her husband Bill, a 
retired U.S. Navy captain, have 
lived in Irvington nearly 14 years. 
During their 30 years as a Navy 
family, they lived in Florida, Cal-
ifornia, Rhode Island, Bermuda, 
Japan and Virginia. They have 
three adult children and nine 
grandchildren, four of whom are 
Tanzanian and in the process of 
being adopted.

Her daughter is a high school 
counselor in Charlottesville, and 
the sons and their spouses are for-
eign service officers with the U.S. 
Agency for International Devel-
opment, currently serving in 
Egypt and Tanzania. “My father 
was a foreign service officer in 
South Korea and South Vietnam. 
He was evacuated during the 
final days of the war. My grand-
father worked in China before the 
revolution,” added Young. 

“The Navy gave me the oppor-
tunity to be a parent and teacher 
in many excellent school sys-
tems, coast to coast and overseas. 
I have more than 19 years of 

WEEMS—Marlon S. Savoy 
of Weems recently announced 
her candidacy for Lancaster 
County Commissioner of the 
Revenue in the November 7 
election.

“I have worked in the Com-
missioner’s office since Decem-
ber 1, 1978, and was promoted 
to chief deputy in 2008. On Janu-
ary 3, 2017, upon the retirement 
of the former commissioner 
I was appointed as the acting 
commissioner,” said Savoy.

“I am certified as a master 
deputy commissioner by the 
University of Virginia, Weldon 
Cooper Center for Public Ser-

Absentee voting starts Friday

Candidates’ forum set Oct. 12

Savoy announces candidacy
for Commissioner of Revenue

Marlon S. Savoy

vice and the Commissioners of 
the Revenue Association of Vir-
ginia,” she said.

Savoy is a member of the 
Tidewater Commissioners of the 
Revenue Association and has 
served as treasurer of the asso-
ciation for the past six years.

“I am knowledgeable and 
experienced in all aspects of the 
office and understand the impor-
tance of fairness and equality to 
all taxpayers,” said Savoy. “I will 
continue to treat you, the taxpay-
ers, with respect as I have done 
since serving in this office.”

Savoy and her husband, Jesse, 
have two children.

Carolyn Young seeks election
to the Lancaster school board  

Carolyn Young

experience teaching high school 
and college math. That, alongside 
over 20 moves,” Young said. 

“My life experiences have 
given me the belief that each of 
our students should graduate 
from Lancaster High School with 
either a job or a letter of accep-
tance for further study. To make 
this happen, our career and tech-
nical and academic programs 
should be accessible to all students 
within our Lancaster schools, and 
the Lancaster County community 
should open up opportunities for 
apprenticeships to further a real 
workplace experience. A contrac-
tual relationship between students 
and LMS and LHS would ideally 
begin in 7th grade.” 

While her husband was a vol-
unteer assistant coach for the 
LHS basketball team, Young was 
the team tutor. She tutored in both 
math and SAT/ACT preparation 
for nearly a decade in the high 
school. 

After Bill’s retirement from the 
U.S. Navy, Young and her hus-
band taught three years at Christ-
church School. She explained 
what followed: “Our youngest 
son announced at Christmas that 
he and his girlfriend were plan-
ning to be married immediately 
after graduation and to go into 
the Peace Corps. Surprised and 
intrigued by the news, we drove 
to William and Mary the very 
next day for a scheduled Peace 

Corps presentation to its gradu-
ating students. They practically 
signed us up on the spot. Older 
volunteers were being enthusias-
tically recruited,” Young said. 

Young taught high school 
English in Lutsk, Ukraine, and 
worked with her husband, who 
coached the first ever girls’ soft-
ball team in the western part of 
the country. 

“Governor Terry McAuliffe’s 
niece was also a Peace Corps vol-
unteer at the time and was part of 
the coaching staff,” she said. 

After moving to the North-
ern Neck, Young became active 
in many community activities. 
An elder at Campbell Memo-
rial Presbyterian Church, Young 
is moderator of both the Agape 
Endowment Fund and the Per-
sonnel Committee. She is co-
moderator of Missions. She 
served on the board of directors 
of The Link for three years and is 
a current member of its Advisory 
Committee. 

Young’s work with the Agape 
Fund and The Link gave her the 
opportunity to help in the devel-
opment of the Lancaster County 
Public School Volunteer Coor-
dinator Program. She and her 
husband worked with the middle 
school principal on a prototype 
a year earlier than the school 
system’s Volunteer Coordinator 
Program was initiated. “Direc-
tor Sandy Armstrong tapped us 
as her advisory committee,” said 
Young. 

 The Agape Fund is funding 
a new robotics program at the 
middle school and high school as 
well as the Early College Acad-
emy, a partnership between Rap-
pahannock Community College 
and LHS.

“Our Lancaster County Public 
Schools and the community itself 
are anchored together and will 
grow together. Many of our resi-
dents are anxious to join in the 
new efforts of the School Board 
and Board of Supervisors by vol-
unteering their own career skills, 
workplace experiences, scientific 
and other academic expertise, 
and journalistic or theater arts 
talents. Let’s swing the doors 
open both ways and together our 
schools and our citizens will find 
real pride in ownership,” she said.

The Lancaster County Demo-
cratic Committee (LCDC) will 
meet Monday, September 25, 
at the Lancaster Community 
Library, 16 Town Centre Drive, 
Kilmarnock.

The meeting will open at 6:30 
p.m. for a short social, reported 
chairman Nick Magnani. At 7 
p.m., the agenda will include busi-
ness essentials, a review of the 
Labor Day Picnic, membership 
status and arally held for House 
of Delegates candidate Francis 
Edwards, plans for the upcom-
ing visit of Pam Northam and 
Anne Holton on October 5, the 
November election, the reorga-
nization caucus and Christmas 
Party on December 7.

The guest speaker, Lancaster 
County Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jan Smith, will review the 
activities of his office, especially 

Commonwealth’s Attorney to
address Lancaster Democrats

Jan Smith

efforts to protect senior citizens 
from fraud.

The meeting is open to all. Var-
ious tasty treats will be provided 
by members, attendees and vol-
unteers, added Magnani.

■ Asheville tour
The Friends of Northumber-

land Public Library will host 
a four-day tour to Asheville, 
N.C. and environs October 15 
to 18. The package will include 
roundtrip transportation by 
motor coach, three nights’ 
lodging, tour escorts, three 
breakfasts and three dinners.

Operated by Kelly Tours, 
the price per person is $1,099 
double occupancy, or $1,384 
single occupancy. To purchase 
tickets, contact the library, 
580-5051.

AREA 
EVENT


