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The 56th annual Rappahannock 
Art League Labor Day Show 

opened with a reception Septem-
ber 1 at the freshly renovated RAL 
Art Center, 19 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The Labor Day Show was planned 
as the first event for the new gallery 
spaces, reported president Barry 
Beswick. New lighting provided 
a superb venue for the show and 
reception. 

More than 250 guests attended 
the reception and awards ceremony, 
more than filling the space to enjoy 
the art in its new setting, he said. 
Some 120 pieces of art including 
paintings, photography, pottery, 
jewelry and sculpture created by 69 
regional artists were displayed. 

The show will continue from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily through Satur-
day, September 9. 

The judge was Mary Montague 
Sikes of West Point, an accom-
plished artist, author, photographer 
and teacher. 

“I am honored to have the oppor-

56th annual Labor Day Show to continue through Saturday

From left, show judge Mary Montague Sikes presents best-in-show ribbon 
to Mary Jo Beswick.

tunity to judge an exhibition of 
such varied work produced by so 
many imaginative artists,” said 
Sikes.

At the reception, Sikes presented 
more than 30 awards to artists for 
their work in the show. The best-in-
show award went to Mary Jo Bes-

wick for her acrylic painting, “In the 
Trees-Spring.” 

“This acrylic painting, with the 
soft use of purple and lavender 
colors, captured my attention,” 
said Sykes. “I was touched by its 
charming interplay of the trees and 
branches.” 

Other award winners included:

O’Shaughnessy Memorial Award, 
traditional approach, David Zuck, 
“Sisterhood of the Rivah;” Kennedy 
Memorial Award, creative use of 
color, Mary Ellis, “Living on Higher 
Ground;” Jane Stouffer Memo-
rial Award, overall, Brenda Sylvia, 
“Queen Anne’s View;” Jim Hazel 
Memorial Award, use of watercolor, 
Ralph Higgins, “Lifted Spirit;” and 
Anne Hayes Memorial Award, over-
all, Harold Burnley, “New River 
Sunrise.”

-
quie Colligan, “Sangre de Cristo;” 
Lella Lee Edwards, “Day Break;” 
Bob Haynes, “Great Egret II;” Mel 
Neale, “Beach Boys;” and Eileen 

Tullner, “Spring Fling.”

Richards, “Mist Connections;” 
Sukey Starkey, “Mosaic Quilt;” 
Anne Wilcox, “Dragon Run Magic;” 
Buzz Burhenn, “Bethlehem Steel 
Valve;” Sarah Soderlund, “Live, 
Laugh;” and Linda LaVigne-Long, 
“Self Portrait.”

Kathryn Murray, “Exponential 
Moment;” Anne Cotter, “Menac-
ing Tapestry;” Ed Ramsey, “Lotus 
II;” Herb Aman, “Mist at Sunset;” 
Renate Muller, “Floorvase-Snow-
fields;” Martha Anne King, “Boxed 
In;” and Amy L. Lewis, “Fish 
Abyss.”

-
tion, Sue Ramsey, “Abstract Allure;” 
CarolAnne Taylor, “Sanibel Sunset;” 
Margaret Alderson, “Rockslide;” 
Joan Robinson, “Serendipity 2;” 
Jan Dobrowolski, “The Ancients;” 
Cheryl Mihills, “A Fish Tale;” 
Barbara Kershner, “Great White 
Hunter;” and Agnes Carter, “Tea 
Time with Lemon.”

Chatter in the halls

Students gathered around postings of class schedules and socialized in the hallways on their way to 

Gross to welcome students to a new term. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—Citizens on 
Thursday, August 31, criticized Lan-
casters County’s Emergency Man-
agement Services program during a 
board of supervisors meeting. 

One citizen accused chief of emer-
gency services Terry McGregor of 
using one of the county’s two emer-
gency response vehicles to com-
mute daily to his home in Glouces-
ter County.

Another citizen asked supervisors 
not to move forward on an Emer-
gency Management Services (EMS) 
building without an overall five-year 
plan for the county. 

During a public comments period 
on the meeting agenda, District 

2 resident Charlie Costello said 
McGregor is taking the county’s 
$48,000 EMS command vehicle out 
of the county and out of service by 
using it to commute back and forth 
to Gloucester.

“That’s 17,000 miles in one year, 
85,000 miles in five years,” Costello 
said. He calculated his figures on an 
estimated 34 miles each way, five 
days a week, noting the vehicle’s 
service life expectancy is about 
100,000 miles.

Costello told supervisors that 
he worked for the U. S. General 
Accounting Office, and that milage 
could be considered a taxable ben-
efit. 

At $0.50 per mile over five years, 
“…that amounts to $40,000 in ben-

efits that should be reported to the 
IRS,” he said. “I’ve been retired for 
27 years. It’s time to catch up.”

According to county administra-
tor Frank Pleva, the vehicle is one 
of two owned by the county and is a 
2015 Chevy Tahoe carrying $4,000 
in medical supplies and $10,000 in 
communication equipment. 

The car is equipped as a Basic 
Life Support vehicle and is the 
command/EMS vehicle, “…includ-
ing being used for the chief of emer-
gency services as a take-home vehi-
cle since being placed into service,” 
Pleva said. “Additionally, the vehi-
cle serves as a back-up to ALS-1 
(a 2012 Chevy Tahoe) and is used 

LANCASTER—Rezoning to accom-
modate a light industrial business within 
a residential area brought up the argu-
ment of whether job growth is more 
important than spot zoning. 

The controversy centered around 
a request from Otho and Dandridge 
Carlson to rezone a 7.803-acre 
parcel from residential to indus-
trial limited in the 12300 block of 
Mary Ball Road across from Kamps 
Mill Road in order to relocate DC’s 
Powder Coating and DC’s Lawn 
Care to the site.

District 2 supervisor Ernest Palin 
made the motion to approve, which 
passed on a 4-1 vote. Supervi-
sors voting with Palin were Butch 
Jenkins of District 1, Wally Beau-
champ of District 5 and William 
Lee of District 4. The opposing 
vote came from Jason Bellows of 
District 3. 

“This is spot zoning,” said Dis-
trict 2 resident Charlie Costello 
during the public hearing. “It is not 
in the primary growth area. It’s in a 
residential area.”

Costello was one of only two citi-
zens to express opposition to rezon-
ing. Three adjacent property owners 
requested more information, but did 
not object.

Planning and land use director 
Don Gill disagreed with Costello. 
“The rezoning request can be con-
sidered reasonable and appropriate 
given the fact that nearby parcels 
have industrial or commercial uses. 
This parcel is located approximately 
one-half mile from eight industri-
ally zoned properties at the inter-
section of Mary Ball and Goodluck 
roads,” he said.

The parcel has sufficient acreage 
to provide adequate buffering from 
the neighbors to the west, he said.

Palin noted his reluctance to 
approve a light industrial business 
in a residential area outside the pri-
mary growth area. He called on the 
planning commission to amend the 
comprehensive plan to be “more 

definitive of the perimeters for the 
primary growth area” in the triangle 
between Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone.

“One job will be created, possibly 
more,” said Beauchamp. “I’d like to 
see it pass. We need more jobs.”

“This is another young man con-
ducting business in the county,” 
said board chairman Lee in noting 
his support of business start-ups. “I 
think its ideal for this property. It’s 
light industry.”

Jenkins agreed, sighting the low 
activity of the two businesses.

Bellows cited the comprehensive 
plan’s directive to protect residen-
tial neighborhoods. “I understand 
the concerns. But, we’re already 
getting complaints about residential 
businesses going beyond the scope. 
We need to protect against urban 
sprawl.”

In other business, Davenport and 
Associates reported the Bank of 
Lancaster won the county’s rev-
enue anticipation note request with 
an interest rate of 0.85%. The note 
requesting $2.5 million is expected 
to be paid off by the end of the year. 

By unanimous vote, supervisors 
also approved:

Smith to amend proffers on a prop-
erty at 3611 Irvington Road near 
Irvington which he purchased for 
an auction house and antique shop 
under the business, Big Red Enter-
prises, LLC. Supervisors praised 
Smith as a young entrepreneur who 
grew up in Lancaster County and 
started his business when he was 14 
years old.

Benson and Michael Andrews Jr., to 
place a double-wide manufactured 
home at 302 Senora Road in Salt 
Aire Subdivision.

landing regulations to include the 
public boat ramp at Windmill Point.

Creek requested by the Dymer 
Creek Environmental Preservation 
Association. 

With an eye on business, 
Lancaster supervisors
rezone residential parcel
to limited industrial use

by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster citizens question EMS vehicle
usage and proposed facility construction

by Audrey Thomasson

EMS CONCERNS, continued on page A2
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by department staff when 
ALS-1 is out of service for 
maintenance by transferring 
the Advanced Life Support 
equipment to the vehicle.”

Pleva noted all the coun-
ties of the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula “provide 
take-home vehicles to equiva-
lent positions, all of whom 
live out of the county.”

Supervisors took no related 
action following the discus-
sion.

Costello also addressed the 
supervisors’ August 22 deci-
sion to include an emergency 
operations center (EOC) in 
a new EMS building rather 
than renovate a room in the 
county offices for the center 
because of the problems and 
costs involved in renovating 
an old building. He reminded 
them of their push to renovate 
old school buildings rather 

than fund the building of new 
schools.

During the August 22 spe-
cial session, supervisors 
voted to include the EOC in 
an estimated $2 million emer-
gency management building 
that will house the county’s 
paid EMS department. The 
department is temporarily 
housed in the former Family 
Maternity Center on Mary 
Ball Road near the intersec-
tion of Devil’s Bottom Road.

According to previous 
statements by McGregor, 
there will be two staffers 
manning the building on a 
daily basis. However, the 
EOC room will become the 
central hub for county com-
munications during weather-
related emergency events.

Supervisors rejected plan-
ning and land use direc-
tor Don Gill’s suggestion to 

WHITE STONE—Route 3 
drivers crossing the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
should anticipate brief delays 
overnight Thursday, Septem-
ber 7, for repairs to the bridge’s 
travel surface.

Crews will remove tem-
porary asphalt patches from 
the bridge’s travel surface 
and replace it with concrete 
for a smoother ride, reported 
Kelly Hannon of the Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion Fredericksburg District 
communications office. The 
project was scheduled to 

begin Wednesday night.
Between 7 p.m. and 5 a.m. 

Thursday, drivers will encoun-
ter one-way, alternating traffic 
on the bridge, controlled by 
automatic flagging stations, 
said Hannon. Law enforcement 
officials will be present to pro-
vide assistance.

Temporary traffic signals 
on the bridge will be placed 
in flash mode during this 
work zone. When the concrete 
repairs are complete, the sig-
nals will resume color opera-
tion and will again control traf-
fic.

Temporary traffic signals are 
controlling one-way traffic at 
the center spans of the Norris 
Bridge as part of a $12.8 mil-
lion painting project. Cleaning 
and painting the bridge’s center 
spans will protect its structural 
steel elements and prevent 
deterioration and corrosion.

The signals will remain in 
place until the end of the paint-
ing project in June 2018. This 
project will complete a full 
painting of the Norris Bridge 
spans. Additional spans were 
cleaned and painted between 
2009 and 2012.

CLARAVILLE—Work continues on a project 
to extend the existing left turn lane and construct 
an additional left turn lane on Northumberland 
Highway at Academic Lane in Claraville.

The project began in May 2017 and is on 
schedule for completion in October 2017. This 
project seeks to enhance safety at the intersec-
tion serving the Northumberland public school 
campus and to improve roadway drainage in the 
area, reported Tina Bundy. 

Anticipating an increase in traffic due to the 
opening of schools on September 5, the Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation issued a 
reminder.

Motorists can expect the following construc-

tion activity in the work zone:
-

berland Highway and Academic Lane. To reduce 
congestion at school arrival and dismissal times, 
lane closures are not permitted from 7:30 to 
8:15 a.m. on weekday mornings and 3 to 4:50 
p.m. on weekday afternoons.

delaying arrival and dismissal times for special 
events and evening athletic games at the school 
campus.

-
thumberland Highway will remain open. The 
entrance and turn lane to this bus parking lot 
will be paved in approximately two weeks.

Children raise funds 
for hurricane relief efforts

A group of youngsters last Friday raised over $600 at a 

Aubrey Carrier, Cayden Bishoff and Kellen Brockwell; 

arranging transportation for animals in need and 
assisting in reuniting owned animals and families.

IRVINGTON—The Irvington town council will hold a 
workshop at 5:30 p.m. tonight, September 7, at Town Hall, 235 
Steamboat Road, Irvington.

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss a proposed employee 
handbook, fiscal policy and short term rental registry.

KILMARNOCK—The planning commission for 
Kilmarnock will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, September 11, at the 
Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. The commission 
will elect officers.

KILMARNOCK—The  will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 12, at the LCPS Annex, 
235 School Street, Kilmarnock. 

The board is expected to hear reports from all school princi-
pals, Butch Gross, Jessica Davis, and Michael Daddario. 

The board also will meet in a closed session to discuss a per-
sonnel matter.

WHITE STONE—There are no public hearings scheduled 
or action items on the agenda for 
Council tonight, September 7. Council will convene at 7 
p.m. in the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 

Town manager Patrick Frere will comment on the progress 
of a housing rehabilitation and public sewer project. 

He also will discuss the recent sale of Metrocast to Cana-
dian-based Cogeco Communications and its possible impact 
on broadband services in the county, said Frere. Cogeco 
purchased the local provider through its subsidiary, Atlantic 
Broadband. 

Council will hear a financial report from Frere, along with 
reports from committee chairmen and police chief Cliff 
Dawson.

The Agenda
Local Government News

What type of movie would your favorite vehicle be in . 
. . drama, thriller, suspense, comedy, horror?

may include a photo.
Share your vehicle story with us and it might appear in 

our Wings, Wheels & Keels section in the September 28 
Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel.

How long did you own it? Or, did it own you?
How many miles?
Why did you buy it? 
Did it live up to your expectations?
How old were you when you had it?
How well did it run?
Was it cheap to maintain?
How much did you work on it?
Why did you sell it?
What would you have done differently?
Submit stories by September 17 to Tom Chillemi at 

tchillemi@ssentinel.com, or Southside Sentinel, PO Box 
549, Urbanna, VA 23175.

EMS concerns aired for supervisors
continued from page A1

VDOT issues reminder
for Academic Lane project

Surface repairs continue 
tonight on Norris Bridge

locate the EOC room in the 
county office building where 
county officials are already 
located and to avoid new 
federal regulations requiring 
expensive safety features on a 
new EOC build. 

“Do not build an EMS 
building until you have a 
cohesive five-year plan for 
moving forward,” warned 
George Bott. The District 
1 resident noted there have 
been two architectural studies 
and a citizen group that con-
cluded the county would be 
better served by building two 
new schools. The current high 
school with “100,000 square 
feet” of usable space could 
house the board of supervi-
sors, planning and land use, 
social services” and the old 
courthouse could house a 
museum, said Bott. As part of 
an overall plan for the county, 
he noted the importance of 
having “strategies to provide 
high speed internet to all fam-
ilies” in Lancaster.

After a closed session, 
supervisors approved a tem-
porary lease arrangement 
with Randall Kipp for EMS 
to remain in the Family 
Maternity Center until a new 
facility is built. Kipp bought 
the building in a foreclosure 
auction.
Other action

Supervisors also retained 
Jim Cornwell as county attor-
ney. Cornwell recently retired 
from the law firm of Sands 
Anderson.

Supervisors adopted a reso-
lution endorsing the State Cor-
poration Commission’s hear-
ing examiner’s finding against 
Dominion Energy’s proposed 
towers and recommending the 
underwater alternative.

‘Car stories’ wanted

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com
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WEEMS—The investigation 
into the death of Graham McCor-
mick, 31, of Georgia is ongo-
ing, according to Major William 
Webb, chief deputy with the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. 

McCormick’s body was 
found on Carter Creek near 
the end of Weems Road by a 
passing boater on August 11. 
His disappearance had been 
reported to the sheriff ’s depart-
ment that morning by friends 
he was visiting in Irvington.

“At this time, we aren’t exactly 

Patrick McCranie this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against two individuals.

A Beach Road man, 36, 
was charged September 1 with 
public swearing or intoxication.

A Wilson Lane man, 43, was 
charged September 3 with pro-
fane or threatening language 
over the public airway.
Activity report

August 29: Staff responded 
to the 9000 block of Mary Ball 
Road to investigate the finan-
cial exploitation of an elderly 
person.

August 30: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Brent Court 
for a fight in progress and home 
invasion, and to the 300 block 
of Buzzards Neck Road for a 
trespasser.

August 31: Staff responded 
to the 300 block of Johns Neck 
Road for a domestic distur-
bance and assault, and to the 
1700 block of Ocran Road for a 
possible suicidal subject.

Sept. 1: Staff responded to 
the 500 block of Beach Road 
for the report of a domestic 
disturbance and vandalism, to 
the 300 block of Glebe Road 
to assist Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) with a possible 
medical emergency, to the 100 
block of Windmill Point Road 
for a child custody issue, to the 
1900 block of Windmill Point 
Road for a medical emergency 
involving a suicidal subject, 
and to a traffic hazard from a 
disabled vehicle.

Sept. 2: Staff responded to 
6300 block of Mary Ball Road 
to investigate stolen furniture, 
to the 2000 block of Weems 
Road for the reported theft of 

road gravel, to a walk-in report 
of a sexual assault, and to the 
1300 block of Harris Road for 
a domestic disturbance.

Sept. 3: Staff responded to 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge to assist Virginia 
State Police with a vehicle 
search, to the 100 block of 
Washington Street for a domes-
tic civil issue, to the 6800 block 
of Windmill Point Road for 
indecent exposure with a child 
victim, and to the 500 block of 
Cove Colony Road for a noise 
violation.

Staff also conducted 25 traffic 
stops, issued nine summonses, 
assisted 10 motorists, reported 
two deer strike accidents, han-
dled two calls for traffic con-
trol, investigated five building 
alarms, processed a mental 
health order, logged an inmate 
transport, received 13 E911 
hang-up calls and fielded a call 
for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department last week 
responded to an electrical fire 
on Lloyd Lane, a transformer 
fire on Bluff Point Road, sepa-
rate traffic crashes on Bluff 
Point and Harris roads, and a 
structure fire on Lawrence Cove 
Lane.

For the week of August 27 to 
September 2, the Kilmarnock-
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad and 
Lancaster County Emergency 
Services responded to 29 calls 
for service, including 16 med-
ical emergencies, 6 injuries, a 
traffic accident, a fire and five 
other calls.

LANCASTER—A $455,000 
default judgement issued August 
4 against the owners of Wind-
mill Point Marina for failure to 
comply with state law in the oper-
ations of its wastewater treatment 
plant and their continued failure 
to pump out facility lagoons has 
resulted in another closure action 
by the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ). 

On August 31, DEQ reported 
concerns regarding the poten-
tial for release of sewage from 
those lagoons. The closure was 
issued against the owners: RL 
Prop 2011-1 Investments, LLC, 
Peter Anzo and Vinings Marine 
Group, LLC.

This presents an imminent 
health risk because the likeli-
hood of sewage overflow from 
the lagoons is high due to fore-
casted rains in the next 48 hours, 
reported Northern Region public 
information officer Lorrie 
Andrew-Spear.

The public boat ramp is adja-
cent to the marina basin, posing 

public health concerns of expo-
sure risk to those launching and 
trailering boats, according to 
Andrew-Spear. 

As a precaution to health 
risks due to possible exposure 
should the lagoons overflow, the 
Virginia Department of Health 
last week issued a closure of 
the Windmill Point Boat Marina 
public boat ramp and urged boat-
ers and recreational watercraft to 
avoid the marina area until the 
integrity of the lagoons can be 
ensured, she said.

The situation first developed 
this past spring when a lightning 
strike disabled the pump station 
and alarm system causing some 
spillage, according to Lancaster 
County administrator Frank 
Pleva. “They don’t have a permit 
to discharge. It’s an older system 
and if not properly maintained 
and operated, it will overflow. 
There was a little bit of seep-
age, but not on the road or in the 
water. There was no seepage in 
the basin.”

Last week’s closure by the 
Health Department did not 

result from another spill, but was 
a precautionary move, according 
to Lancaster planning and land 
use director Don Gill. “DEQ 
used their emergency funds 
to contract with Church View 
Septic service to pump 100,000 
gallons out of the lagoons over 
the weekend. 

“The bottom line is there is 
no spill, 100,000 gallons was 
pumped out and there is now 
plenty of room in the lagoon,” 
said Gill.

The civil suit was brought by 
the Attorney General’s office on 
behalf of DEQ and served on 
Peter Anzo of Atlanta in May. 
When Anzo failed to respond, 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
Judge R. Michael McKenney 
issued the default judgement of 
$455,000 and an order to comply 
within 20 days. On August 18, 
the defendants’ attorney, Tripp 
Bugg, filed a motion to reopen 
the case. The motion was denied 
by the court. Judge McKenney 
has since issued a “show cause” 
order for non-compliance of the 
August 4 order.

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland County Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Day will be 
held at 10 a.m. September 16 on 
the steps of the Old Courthouse, 
72 Monument Place, Heaths-
ville.

Members of the community 
are invited to join elected offi-
cials, local leaders and represen-
tatives of the faith community in 
supporting the men and women 

who serve Northumberland 
County, said steering committee 
member Jesse F. Bowman.

“This is an opportunity to 
publicly thank our officers for 
serving as community caretak-
ers and to recognize the diffi-
cult job they have enforcing our 
laws and protecting us around 
the clock,” said Bowman. 

All residents and citizens 
who work in, travel through or 

desire to show their support for 
the local law enforcement offi-
cers are invited.

This program will take place 
during the Heathsville Farmers 
Market. Invited guests include 
Rep. Rob Wittman, Sen. Ryan 
McDougle, Del. Margaret 
Ransone and the Honorable 
Michael McKenney, Northum-
berland County Circuit Court 
judge.

State officials take preventive
measures to reduce health risk
at Windmill Point boat ramp

by Audrey Thomasson

Investigation continues regarding
body recovered from Carter Creek

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Law enforcement appreciation event slated

sure what the cause of death was,” 
said Webb, who added there has 
been a delay in receiving the 
medical examiner’s report.

A search warrant of a Boston 
Whaler, owned by Gary Hooper 
of Glebe Road in Irvington, 
was executed on August 24. 
According to Webb, the boat 
was checked for forensic evi-
dence and signs of an accident. 

McCormick’s body was 
found 1.9 miles across the 
creek from the residence where 
he was staying.

RICHMOND-—Virginia 
witnessed an unprecedented 
drop in traffic deaths over 
the 2017 Labor Day week-
end with three reported traf-
fic deaths during the four-day 
holiday statistical counting 
period.

The three fatal crashes 
occurred in the City of Suf-
folk and the counties of 
Appomattox and Frederick. 
The traffic crashes in Appo-
mattox County and Suffolk 
each claimed the life of a 
motorcyclist. During the 
2016 Labor Day weekend, 
there were eight traffic deaths 
and 16 fatal crashes during 
the 2015 holiday.

“Despite the encouraging 
and significant decline in 
traffic deaths during this past 
holiday weekend, Virginia is 
still averaging 50 more traffic 
deaths this year when com-
pared to 2016,” said Virginia 
State Police (VSP) Superin-
tendent Col. W. Steven Fla-
herty. “The Labor Day week-
end clearly demonstrates that 
we can prevent traffic deaths 
on our highways, so let’s 
use this as the momentum 
we need to continue driving 
down fatal traffic crashes for 
the remainder of 2017.”

During the holiday week-
end, state police participated 
in the annual Operation Com-
bined Accident Reduction 
Effort (C.A.R.E.) program. 
Operation CARE is a nation-
wide, state-sponsored traffic 
safety program that aims to 
reduce traffic crashes, fatali-
ties and injuries caused by 
impaired driving, speeding 
and failing to use occupant 
restraints.

Through the stepped up 
presence on Virginia’s high-
ways over Labor Day, VSP 
stopped and cited 7,381 
speeders and another 2,092 
reckless drivers. VSP also 
cited 576 safety belt viola-
tions and 181 child safety seat 
violations. In addition, VSP 
assisted 3,205 disabled or 
stranded motorists, and inves-
tigated 747 traffic crashes.

VSP also has joined nearly 
200 local law enforcement 
agencies across Virginia to 
launch the 2017 Checkpoint 
Strikeforce campaign, spon-
sored by the Washington 
Regional Alcohol Program 
(WRAP). During the Labor 
Day weekend, VSP arrested 
97 drivers for DUI statewide. 
The Checkpoint Strikeforce 
traffic safety initiative and 
educational outreach continue 
through the end of the year.

Funds generated from sum-
monses issued by VSP go 
directly to court fees and the 
state’s Literary Fund, which 
benefits public school con-
struction, technology funding 
and teacher retirement.

“We are also reminding all 
drivers of the importance of 
responsibly sharing the road 
with Virginia’s students and 
school buses, now that all 
schools across the Common-
wealth are in session,” said 
Col. Flaherty.

“For student drivers, 
whether high school or col-
lege, be sure to always buckle 
up, comply with posted speed 
limits and never drive dis-
tracted,” he said. “Those stu-
dents walking to and from 
school are urged to use side-
walks when available, walk 
towards traffic and increase 
your visibility by wearing 
bright colors, when possible.”

Labor Day
traffic deaths
at record low
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The Kilmarnock Museum Presents

Dance Extravaganza 2017
Featuring

Kristen Blackwell  
& Michael Angel

Dancing with  
The Northern Neck Stars

WINNERS

Saturday,
September 16th

7:00 pm

LANCASTER
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Kilmarnock

ONLY SHOW OF ITS KIND!
ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY

Tickets On Sale Now
Rappahannock Record

Heads Up Hair Works

Foxy in Kilmarnock

Lester’s Barber Shop

Yours Truly Photographers

Kilmarnock Museum

Bank of Lancaster, Main Office, White Stone & Burgess

Chesapeake Bank, Main Office & Lively

ALL NEW 20th  
Anniversary  

Show

A HAY-BURN PRODUCTION

Friends of Belle Isle State Park

Eugene Duffer 
Foundation Community Banking Since 1910

TRI-STAR SUPERMARKET, INC.
WEALTH PLANNING SOLUTIONS, LLC

“Strategic Planning for the Preservation of Wealth”
A member of Premier Financial Network

Robert E. Walker, LUTCF
Senior Advisor

W
PS

The Friends of Belle Isle thank our 2017 sponsors of

Rappahannock RecordDehnert & Clarke & Co., PC

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton Baptist Church was filled 
Friday, August 25, and Saturday, 
August 26, for concerts by the 
Graham Brothers in support of 
the Steamboat Era Museum’s 
(SEM) Potomac Pilothouse 
Project.

A reception was held at the 
museum for members and sup-
porters to meet David and Phil-
lip Graham before the Friday 
evening concert, reported execu-
tive director Barbara Brecher.

P. Graham began the concert 
playing “I Got Rhythm” by 
George Gershwin and “Piano 
Concerto No. 2, Op.18, Move-
ment 3” by Sergei Rachmaninoff. 
D. Graham followed playing 
“Clair de lune from Suite Ber-
gamasque” by Claude Debussy 
and his original arrangement of 
“Wonderful Name Medley” and 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

The remainder of the evening 
the brothers played together on 
two pianos set up side by side. 
Their selections included “How 
Great Thou Art,” an original 
arrangement by David Graham, 
“Scaramouche: Suite for Two 
Pianos III. Braziliera” by Darius 
Milhaud, “Warsaw Concerto” by 
Richard Addinsell and “Rhap-
sody in Blue” by George Ger-
shwin. The evening concluded 
with an encore including a selec-
tion from Showboat.

On Saturday afternoon they 
repeated this program to another 
full house.

The Graham Brothers dedi-
cated the concerts in loving 
memory of R. “Lee” Stephens 
Jr., a longtime member of the 
SEM board of directors. Mem-
bers of Stephens family attended 
the event on Friday evening.

The Graham Brothers donated 

Graham Brothers concerts 
raise $9,000 towards SEM’s 
Potomac Pilothouse Project

Pilothouse Project. Photo by Michael Geissinger

their time and talent to raise 
awareness and funds for the 
SEM’s Potomac pilothouse 
restoration project. During the 
intermission, Randy Graham, 
the proud father of David and 
Phillip and member of the SEM 
board of directors, spoke about 
the Potomac Pilothouse Project 
and its importance to the history 
of Irvington and the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

He also told the audience 
about the Mary Morton Par-
sons matching grant, which will 
match dollar for dollar all contri-

butions up to $50,000. The con-
certs raised more then $9,000 
toward the matching grant, said 
Brecher. 

This event would not have 
been possible without the sup-
port of the Irvington community 
including the Rev. John Farmer 
who provided the venue and 
pianos and Barbara Baxter and 
Virginia Fleet and all the volun-
teers who planned the after con-
cert receptions, seated attendees 
and provided the beautiful floral 
arrangements for the museum 
reception and church, she said.

REEDVILLE—Recently 
members of the Reedville 
community gathered to present 
a check to Segs4Vets.

Led by Karen Rogers, the 
community collected money 
over a six-week period and 
exceeded their initial goal 
of $15,000 to raise a total of 
$22,000 in donations, reported 
Ray Reuter.

 Accepting the check for 
Segs4Vets was Medal of Honor 
recipient retired Col. Barney 
Barnum. Col. Barnum was 
deeply moved by the outpour-
ing of support for American 
Veterans and the generosity of 
the Reedville community, said 
Reuter.

He took a moment to elabo-
rate on how important and 
beneficial the Segs4Vets pro-
gram is to disabled veterans, 
continued Reuter. To date 
over 1,600 Segways have been 
given to disabled veterans and 
they receive more than a free 
Segway or a modified Segway 

is given training on the use of 
it along with training for their 

Community effort raises 
$22,000 for disabled veterans 

From left are retired Col. Barney Barnum and Karen 
Rogers.

respective home support team. 
Ongoing maintenance is free.

 A Segway gives a disabled 
veteran more mobility, inde-
pendence and dignity as well. 
They can now “walk” with 
their children and participate 

unassisted in most of their 
friends’ and family’s activities. 
The funds raised by the Reed-
ville community will enable 
Segs4Vets to give hope and 
mobility to at least two dis-
abled veterans. 

Thursday, September 21 – 5 PM - 7 PM
HISTORIC CHRIST CHURCH – $25 

Friday, September 22 – 10 AM - 4 PM
Saturday, September 23 – 10 AM - 4 PM
Sunday, September 24 – 10 AM - 4 PM

(exact address to be announced)

estate sales
appraisals & brokerage

Patricia S. Loughridge

Circa Estate Sales 
is coming to 
White Stone

Join us in White Stone, VA in this packed house containing three generations 

rugs, silver, chinese export porcelain, lamps, accessories, and more.  
See our ad on www.circaestatesales.com/current-sale.html and  

www.estatesales.net/va/white-stone/22578/1659543

(Thurs. Night only)

Call today to receive  
your paper and/or  

online subscription!
RRecord.com 
804-435-1701
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Learning and fun go together 
with the Chesapeake Bay 
Garden Club (CBGC). One 
warm Thursday morning in 
August, some new and inter-
ested others from CBGC met 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library to learn about mass 
table design and vertical angle 
designs, reported publicist 
Karen Luzuriaga.

Members brought with them 
their own containers, clippers, 
flowers and even weeds from 
their gardens to make their 

master accredited flower show 
judge, instructed the class. 
Sharon Lemke and Lorraine 
Van Wickler assisted. Lemke 
and Van Wickler also are 
accredited flower show judges. 

chairmen of the CBGC floral 
design committee.

During the process, each 
member created a beautiful 
arrangement, said Luzuriaga. 

Other design workshops 
will be held in October and 
January.

The club extends an open 

Learning floral design 
the fun way with CBGC

Barbara Yinger led a recent workshop on mass table 
design and vertical angle designs.

invitation to join them on 
fourth Tuesdays at Festival 
Halle in Reedville. Members 

gather at 11:30 a.m. for lunch 
and different learning experi-
ences. 

KILMARNOCK—At a recent meeting of 
the Lancaster Lions Club, Lion John Tullner, 
a former club president, received the Melvin 
Jones Award, the highest individual accolade 
within Lions Clubs International. 

Selected by a group of past club presidents, 
he was presented the plaque by immediate past 
president Eileen Tullner.

“This award, given for sustained level of 
exceptional service, is named for Melvin Jones, 
who founded the first Lions Club 100 years ago 
this year," said E. Tullner. "As a young man, 
Melvin Jones, an insurance agent in Chicago, 
Ill., joined the Business Circle, a businessmen's 
luncheon group and was shortly elected secre-
tary. 

"Because this group was one of many at that 
time devoted solely to promoting the financial 
interests of their membership, Melvin Jones, 
then a 38-year-old Chicago business leader, 
knew they were destined to disappear. But he 
had other plans.

"‘What if these men,' Melvin Jones asked, 
'who are successful because of their drive, intel-
ligence and ambition, were to put their talents to 
work improving their communities?’ 

"At his invitation, delegates from men's clubs 
met in Chicago to lay the groundwork for such 
an organization and on June 7, 1917, Lions 
Clubs International was born."

Lion John Tullner with past Lancaster Lions 
Club recipients of the Melvin Jones Award.

John Tullner receives Melvin Jones Award

PHILADELPHIA, PA.—The 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) recently 
announced that it is provid-
ing the Virginia Department of 
Health a grant of $331,340 to 
support its coastal recreation 
water monitoring and public 
notification programs. 

“Swimming when bacteria 
levels are high can be harm-
ful to human health,” said EPA 
administrator Scott Pruitt. “This 
funding will help ensure that 
Virginia’s beaches are safe and 
enjoyable.”

“These funds support vital 
programs that monitor water 
quality and notify the public of 
hazardous bacteria levels,” said 
Virginia’s Second District Rep. 
Scott Taylor. “This means that 
locals and tourists can safely 
enjoy their time at the beach and 
continue visiting for many years 
to come.”

“EPA’s funding of beach mon-
itoring is critical to our mission 
to protect the health and promote 
the well-being of all people in 
Virginia,” said Virginia State 
Health Commissioner Marissa 
Levine, MD, MPH, FAAFP.  
“Our state’s natural waters are 
important resources and criti-
cal to our economy. With these 
monies, we can help assure that 
all Virginians and visitors who 
enjoy these beautiful, natural 
assets can do so safely.”

The funds are provided under 
the Clean Water Act, as amended 
by the Beaches Environmental 
Assessment and Coastal Health 
Act of 2000. 

The funding will be used 
during the 2018 swimming 
season to implement beach 
monitoring and notification to 
the public for approximately 50 
sites in Norfolk, Virginia Beach, 
Hampton, the Newport News 

-
sula Health District, the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia and the coun-
ties of Gloucester and Mathews. 

The Health Districts will 
monitor the quality of water at 
Virginia’s beaches and when 
bacteria levels in the water are 
too high, the public will be noti-
fied by posted beach warnings, 
or closing of the beach. 

EPA provides 
funding to help 
keep Virginia 
swimmers safe 
from bacteria
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Before the arrival in the 1940s of the late 
Ruth B. Gravatt, known to all as Dimple, 

politically the Northern Neck was largely a 
one-party region. Dimple changed that situ-
ation, working tirelessly with the late Carl 
Croasdale and Bill Humphreys, to foster the 
Republican Party, the three of them determined 
by their vision that the electorate should have a 
choice at the polls.

If Dimple was the Foundress of the Repub-
lican Party in the Northern Neck, for the last 
three decades its Guiding Light has been Carol 
Dawson. On a cold winter evening in 1991, I 
found myself seated next to Carol and across 
from her husband, Frank Smith, at a dinner at 
the Embassy of Mauritania in Washington. To 
make conversation, I asked where they lived 
and she replied that they were in the process 
of moving to “a small town in Virginia that you 
have never heard of.”

Undeterred, I pressed on, asking its name. 
She replied, “Morattico.” I told her that indeed 
I was quite familiar with Morattico and upon 
further discussion I was also able to tell her 
that I was knowledgeable about their house. At 
the time, I learned that Frank was a retired U.S. 

Navy captain and Carol was serving on the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, having 
been appointed by President Reagan in 1984 
and continued in office by President George H. 
W. Bush and later in to 
the early months of the 
Clinton Administra-
tion.

Carol is a native of 
Indianapolis, having 
moved to the Wash-
ington area when her 
father, a journalist, was 
assigned to cover the 
D.C. political scene, 
perhaps the genesis 
of her lifelong inter-
est in politics. She is 
extremely politically 
astute, following both races and policy at all 
levels from local to national to global. She has 
come to know innumerable figures from both 
parties and is versed in all aspects of the on-
going gamesmanship of politics. She has been 
a delegate to many national and state conven-
tions, and has been a representative on the par-

ty’s State Central Committee.
Locally, Carol served for many years as 

chairman of the Lancaster County Republican 
Committee, during which time she founded 

the annual Reagan 
Day Dinner held each 
winter to commemo-
rate the 40th president 
and to gather fellow 
Republicans from all 
across the Common-
wealth to meet, greet 
and learn what is hap-
pening at every level. 
The event has become 
one of Virginia’s signa-
ture political happen-
ings.

At Morattico, Carol 
and Frank have returned their venerable Victo-
rian home on its rise overlooking the waters of 
the Rappahannock River and Morattico Creek 
into a classic example of the architecture of its 
period. It is a showpiece of the village and a 
significant component justifying the Morattico 
Historic District’s listing on the National Reg-

ister of Historic Places in 2011.
Shortly after Carol and Frank arrived in the 

Northern Neck, the Commonwealth purchased 
the land to become Belle Isle State Park. They 
have been enthusiastic supporters of the park 
and pleased that its lands are at public use.

Carol was particularly instrumental in 
bringing about the bridle trail at the park. 
Both she and Frank are horse lovers and Carol 
has had a faithful steed, Max, for years. They 
both have become immersed in Lancaster 
County happenings across many levels, as I 
noted in an item written about Frank nearly 
five years ago.

Tomorrow, Carol joins Frank in becoming 
an octogenarian. In describing her activities 
and interests, I have saved the most important 
for last. Carol is a person of deep spiritual faith 
which has imbued her entire life, her relation-
ship with Frank and her children and grand-
children, her role as a citizen, officeholder, 
activist and proponent of the causes to which 
she is committed. She is a model Christian and 
an example for others in all facets of her life.

Consider all the
facts to make
informed decisions 

I’m seeing an interesting 
paradoxical attitude which 
underscores Americans’ obliv-
iousness to political history.

I recall when we were 
all terrified of Communist 
spies infiltrating our gov-
ernment and we practiced 
“duck and cover” in case of 
nuclear attack. Back then, the 
U.S.S.R., now Russia, was 
the ultimate enemy, our bitter 
rivals from the space race to 
the Olympics. We even ostra-
cized people who held social-
ist ideals, because the U.S.S.R. 
was ruled with an iron fist and 
no velvet glove. Today, we 
still fear universal health care 
because it is “socialistic.”  

we blithely accept the fact that 
agents of our present adminis-
tration have secretly met with, 
even worked for, a variety of 
Russians almost certainly tied 
to Putin, the ex-KGB leader 
of an aggressive, authoritar-
ian oligarchy. All our intel-
ligence agencies are certain 
that Russian hackers, work-
ing for Putin, tried to sway the 
outcome of our presidential 
election process. It confounds 
me that our president wanted 
to lift sanctions we imposed 
on Russia in retaliation for 

Support Socey 
for school board

We the citizens of Lan-
caster County, must continue 
to provide and invest in the 
education of our children.

Therefore, it is with great 
pleasure that we write to the 
Rappahannock Record and its 
readers, on behalf of Marga-
ret Socey, an upcoming can-
didate for Lancaster County 
School Board from District 5 
in the elections this fall.

Edwards for 
delegate 

Before we get the rush 
of political propaganda and 
hyperbole, I decided to take 
a look at the qualifications of 
Francis Edwards, candidate 
for the House of Delegates.

I am very impressed.
The revelations that Mar-

garet Bevans Ransone has 
been using her office to enrich 
Bevans Oyster Company has 
made me willing to take a look 
at a fresh face and his ideas.

Edwards appears to be the 
man poised to bring much-
needed change to the North-
ern Neck and the legislature 
in Richmond. He was chief 
executive officer of QVC 
Germany, the shopping chan-
nel. He helped build QVC into 
a successful business creating 
2,400 new jobs.

For the past 10 years, 
Edwards has provided 
resources and free counseling 
services to more than 20 small 
businesses. He has the knowl-
edge and will to help stimulate 
growth and create new and 
better paying jobs throughout 
the 99th District.

I am supporting Francis 
Edwards this fall and hope 
all of you reading this letter 
will give him serious consid-
eration.

Kitty Creeth, 
Reedville

Gerrymandering
Redistricting reform doesn’t have a very sexy ring to it. Many 

people feel there are more pressing issues, but in truth, gerry-
mandering is a huge reason why our government is so gridlocked 
and why so many issues aren’t being resolved.

 Gerrymandering is the manipulation of boundaries of an elec-
toral constituency so as to favor one party. In other words, the 
politicians are picking their voters rather than the voters pick-
ing their politicians. Virginia is one of the most gerrymandered 
states in the union—the First Congressional District runs from 
Manassas to Williamsburg; the Fifth district, from Upperville to 
the North Carolina border.

The Constitution dictates that districts must be compact but 
the problem is that “compact” has never been defined.

Both parties are guilty of this practice and many prominent 
members of both parties are advocating redistricting reform. The 
more voting districts are gerrymandered, the more the primary 
becomes the real election. To win the primary, politicians have 
to appeal to the base, going further to the left or right, leaving no 
middle ground and little room to compromise.

The 2017 General Assembly saw more recorded votes on 
redistricting reform than any other. In the Senate, redistricting 
reform bills passed with overwhelming bipartisan support. There 
is also bipartisan support in the House but the subcommittee, 
led by Del. Margaret Ransone, refused to allow the bill to come 
to a full vote. Nine representatives from disparate groups spoke 
before the subcommittee in favor of House Bill 555 while no one 
spoke in opposition. Despite that the subcommittee killed it.

If we want to end gridlock and to be truly represented by our 
politicians, we need redistricting reform. Let your representative 
know this platform is important to you. To see actual gerryman-
dered districts and to learn more, go to onevirginia2012.org. 

Understanding hate
As a netizen well versed in internet subculture, I think a brief 

introduction of what people hear in the media regarding the new 
wave of white nationalist/white identitarian reactionary move-
ments is in order.

To put it simply, the “alt-right” is a subgroup within the right-
wing political spectrum consisting primarily of millenials of 
European descent who preach various forms of ethnic national-
ism, anti-Semitism and right-wing authoritarianism. They have 
no allegiance to democracy, the free market or, in many cases, 
racial equality.

White nationalism is nothing new. It has been a thing since the 
end of slavery and the integration of non-European people into 
Western society. But the alt-right is a tight-knit group of young 
millenials who have been radicalized after decades of being told 
they don’t matter, that they’re privileged, that racial injustice only 
happens to people of color and that feminism, political correct-
ness and neo-progressivism are the future.

For their motives, there’s probably many of us that can relate 
to that feeling—the attempt to overcompensate for segregation 
and racism in the U.S. has alienated people and they’re upset. 
But while they have a right to speak their minds, we must not 
give in to that form of hatred. Injustice can affect anyone, regard-
less of your skin color, sexuality, gender or ethnic background. 
The years of burned bridges by the neo-progressives sowed these 
seeds and we have to deal with the fallout.

As a man whose family is mostly Spanish immigrants, I con-
demn the alt-right for their hate, but I do fully understand why 
they’ve come about and everyone else should too. Stand against 
hate, but understand the cause and source of it, or history will 
repeat itself.

Kazuo Kuroi, White Stone

Tragic lesson
Last week’s tragic hurricane in Texas can be used to illustrate 

an important point to the American public.
If the estimated 80% of the people who didn’t have flood insur-

ance could have purchased it after the water had already covered 
the first floor of their home, or to buy boat insurance when their 
boat was already on the bottom, they would have done so.

To allow people to buy something when covered conditions 
pre-exist, is not “insurance.”
Ralph Polhamus, Irvington, retired marine insurance underwriter

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Carol is a person of deep spiri-
tual faith which has imbued 
her entire life, her relationship 
with Frank and her children 
and grandchildren, her role as 
a citizen, officeholder, activist 
and proponent of the causes to 
which she is committed. 

Focal Point

Photo by Daniel Schiavo Jr.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 
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interfering with our election 
process. Thank you, Congress, 
for acting to prevent this.

And now, much like Russian 
news censors, our own admin-
istration urges us to listen only 
to a few news outlets, dubbing 
all others “fake news.” Many 
of us have narrowed our infor-
mation down to these sources 
that twist or omit much that 
we all ought to be thinking 
about.  

So, do we no longer fear a 
totalitarian regime trying to 
impose itself on us? Or do we 
still shrink from every social-
ist idea? Or, can we use all 
means of shedding light on 
each issue as we form our 
opinions? Very little is all 
bad or all good; everything is 
worth examining before you 
form an opinion.

Marie Armstrong,
Reedville

We have known Ms. Socey 
for over 15 years and have 
had a long period of time to 
observe her continuous, dedi-
cated and personal invest-
ment in the Lancaster County 
school system. 

As an example, Ms. Socey 
was the founder of and is 
the current president of the 
Lancaster County Educa-
tional Foundation (LCEF). 
This charitable, community 
non-profit organization, has 
as its mission to enhance 
educational excellence and 
learning opportunities for 
Lancaster County students. 
This local community effort 
spearheaded by her has raised 
and distributed over $400,000 
to Lancaster schools and stu-
dents all without taxpayer 
assistance.

Beyond this effort she has 
personally been involved as 
a past and current volunteer 
tutor in all disciplines for 
more than 19 years.

Our community, schools 
and especially all of our chil-
dren certainly deserve noth-
ing less than to have such 
an individual’s continuous 
exemplary service and we 
should support those efforts 
by voting her to the Lancaster 
County School Board seat she 
will be seeking in this year’s 
election cycle. 

Mike and Kathleen Conroy, 
Weems

YOUR LETTERS

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701
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YOU are the reason we are here to celebrate our 40th year  
of caring for others as we would care for those we love.

Please Join Us for a Community Celebration  
Featuring The Original Rhondels

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 10, 2017 from 2-5 p.m.

On the Lawn of Main Street & Walter Reed Way in Gloucester court house
(Main Street Entrance to Riverside Walter Reed Hospital Campus.  

Parking available at Newington Baptist Church.)

Local area food trucks selling their finest fare

Beer and wine available for purchase

Please bring your lawn chairs and blankets

No outside food or beverage allowed. For questions or more information,  
please contact Shannon Fedors at shannon.fedors@rivhs.com or 804-693-8845

years
Caring For Community

for allowing Riverside Walter Reed Hospital to care for you and your family!

Until further notice, 
starting October 4

will be CLOSED on 
WEDNESDAYS

Stylish Eyes

804-435-2620
266 N Main St. 

Kilmarnock

STEP IN THE SPOTLIGHT
AUDITION for 2 Great Shows

Sat., Sept. 9, 10am-1pm
Mon. & Tues., Sept. 11&12, 6:30-9pm*

For info call 529-9345 or go to 
www.westmorelandplayers.org

“Barefoot in the Park” & “Enter Laughing!”
Actors & Backstage Volunteers. Teens-90s!

All levels of experience welcome. We train. 
Players Theatre, 16217 Richmond Rd., Callao

*Or other times by appointment.

Do you
remember?

Fla., formerly of Ottoman 
was the featured performer 

At the time, she was singing at 

Kilmarnock Museum president 

the museum, will be staged 

available at various businesses 
throughout the community, 

you remember?” is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum.

The day after Labor Day marked 
the first day of school for many 
students in Virginia. As of Tues-
day, September 5, school buses, 
teen drivers and young walkers are 
all heading to and from school in 
addition to the normal traffic and 
congestion. 

According to National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, 
233 child pedestrians were killed 
in 2015 with the highest weekday 
percentage of child pedestrian 
fatalities occurring between 3 and 
5:59 p.m. AAA’s School’s Open – 
Drive Carefully campaign is held 
during the first weeks of school 
to remind drivers to be extra vigi-
lant before and after school. By 
increasing awareness especially 
near school zones, we can reduce 
the number of school-related 
pedestrian injuries and fatalities.

 “In 2016, Virginia saw more 
than 246 child pedestrians’ inju-
ries and three fatalities in children 
age 15 and under, which is signifi-
cantly more than the year before 
with one fatality,” said Geor-
jeane Blumling, vice president of 
public affairs for AAA Tidewater 
Virginia. “AAA’s School’s Open 
– Drive Carefully awareness 
campaign was designed in 1946 

School’s open, drive carefully

The Middlesex County Repub-
lican Committee will host a Red 
White and Blue Barbecue & 
Oyster Tasting at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
October 8, at the Deltaville Mari-
time Museum Pavilion, 287 Jack-
son Creek Road, Deltaville.

Tickets are $25 per person for 
an afternoon of politics, food and 
music, reported Patti Humphrey 
Taylor. 

A program, emceed by First 
District Republican chairman 
Eric Herr will offer statewide 
candidates, including Jill Vogel, 
first-woman candidate for lieu-
tenant governor of Virginia, an 
opportunity to address voters in 
this region. Rep. Rob Wittman 

and Del. Keith Hodges will be 
featured speakers. Candidates 
for local office will include Bob 
LeBoeuf and Marcia Jones.

Tickets must be purchased 
prior to the event. Tickets are 
available at Deltaville Auto & 
Marine, 16450 General Puller 
Highway, Deltaville; Salon by 
the Bay, 82 Campbell Drive, 
Topping; or from the Middlesex 
County Republican Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 396, Hartfield, VA 
2307. Tickets will be sent by 
return mail.

‘Meet and Greet’ set for 
board of supervisors 
candidate Jack Larson

Republican event set 
Sunday in Deltaville

Jack Larson, a candidate for the Lancaster board of supervisors in 
District 1, will meet voters at a campaign “Meet and Greet” event 
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. September 23 at the Upper Lancaster Fire 
Department Pavilion in Lively.

Larson is the Republican nominee for board of supervisors, 
reported vice chairman Gene Underwood.

Larson is a former assistant county administrator and previously 
retired from a 27-year career in the U.S. Marine Corps. He is experi-
enced in financial management and is eager to put his talents to work 
for Lancaster County citizens on the board of supervisors.

The public is invited to attend. Light refreshments will be served.
Larson will present ideas for improving the county’s financial 

status, while continuing to provide necessary public services, said 
Underwood. 

330,000 members with travel, 
insurance, financial and automo-
tive-related services. Visit  AAA.
com.

to curb a trend of unsafe driv-
ing behavior in school zones and 
neighborhoods that can result in 
children’s injury and death.”

 AAA offers helpful tips to keep 
kids safe this school year:

school zones are reduced for a 
reason. A pedestrian struck by a 
vehicle traveling 25 mph is nearly 
two-thirds less likely to be killed 
compared to a pedestrian struck 
by a vehicle traveling just 10 mph 
faster. A difference between 25 
mph and 35 mph can save a life.

-
dren often cross the road unex-
pectedly and may emerge sud-
denly between two parked cars. 
Research shows that taking your 
eyes off the road for just two sec-
onds doubles your chances of 
crashing.

vehicle has blind spots. Check for 
children on the sidewalk, driveway 
and around your vehicle before 
slowly backing up. Teach your 
children to never play in, under or 
around vehicles—even those that 
are parked.

the leading cause of death for teens 
in the U.S. and more than one-
quarter of fatal crashes involving 
teen drivers occur during the after-
school hours of 3 to 7 p.m. Get 
evidence-based guidance and tips 
at teendriving.AAA.com.

Research shows that more than 
one-third of drivers roll through 
stop signs in school zones or 
neighborhoods. Always come to a 
complete stop, checking carefully 
for children on sidewalks and in 
crosswalks before proceeding.

on bikes are often inexperienced, 
unsteady and unpredictable. Slow 
down and allow at least three feet 
of passing distance between a 
vehicle and the bicycle. If a child 
rides a bicycle to school, require 
that they wear a properly fitted 
bicycle helmet on every ride. Find 
videos, expert advice and safety 
tips at sharetheroad.AAA.com

As part of North America’s larg-
est motoring and leisure travel 
organization, AAA Tidewater 
Virginia provides its more than 

GOT THE  I TC H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?

Mai l@RappRecord.com
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Accepting

New Patients!

Joselin Tacastacas, MD
Dr. Tacastacas joined Dermatology Specialists August 1, 2017, 
after completing her dermatology residency at the University 
Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center. She has a special interest 
in cutaneous T-cell lymphoma and other skin cancers. She 
completed Internal Medicine training at the State University 
of New York Downstate Medical Center in Brooklyn, NY. She is 

College of Physicians. Dr. Tacastacas practiced as a primary care 
physician for 6 years in Lebanon, VA and Grants Pass, OR.
Dr. Tacastacas welcomes patients of all ages to the Newport 
News Williamsburg 

Donald Shenenberger, MD
Dr. Shenenberger joined Dermatology Specialists January 1, 

American Academy of Dermatology and the American Academy 

EVMS and for the Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland. Dr. Shenenberger retired from 
the Navy after almost 26 years and serves on the editorial board 
of the Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology.
Dr. Shenenberger currently welcomes patients of all ages to the 
Newport News

(757) 873-0161
11844 Rock Landing Dr, Suite B,

Newport News, VA 23606

(757) 259-9466
475 McLaws Circle, Suite 1,

Williamsburg, VA 23185

www.opderm.net

Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

k h k d

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!oon

Places to go and things  

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:

Mobile cuisine
 Bait and tackle

Dining at Cobb’s Creek Diner

District 7 Rep. Dave Brat 
recently told Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation board mem-
bers he would welcome their 
input on the debate over the 2018 
Farm Bill, the nation’s most com-
prehensive farm legislation.

Rep. Brat spoke to represen-
tatives of the state’s largest farm 
group August 24 in a wide-rang-
ing discussion of federal issues 
facing farmers. He noted Con-
gress will tackle tax reform this 
fall, which should help all small 
businesses.

“We’re hoping to lower the 
corporate tax rate from 35% to 
maybe the mid-20s,” but there 
are still a lot of proposals floating 
around, Brat noted.

Regarding the farm bill, “Let 
me know how I can help you with 
that,” he suggested.

The next farm bill is scheduled 
to go before Congress next year 
and farmers are worried legisla-
tors may further diminish the 
farm safety net by reducing fund-
ing for crop insurance, conserva-
tion and other farm programs.

“Crop insurance is very 
important to us. It’s not some-
thing where we have the option 
of rolling the dice and taking a 
gamble,” said M.L. Everett Jr., a 
Southampton County farmer and 
VFBF board member.

Farmers also would like Con-
gress to either complete the next 
farm bill by the end of the year or 
defer the old bill until the follow-
ing year so they can plan more 
efficiently. 

“The 2014 Farm Bill was actu-
ally passed in February,” long 
after growers had finalized their 

plans for the upcoming growing 
season, said Everett.

“Beyond the need for food 
security, farmers have a special 
place in the hearts of everyone, 
so they will find a sympathetic 
ear about the next farm bill with 
me,” said Rep. Brat.

Other federal priorities for Vir-
ginia farmers include reforming 
the seasonal agriculture worker 
program and renegotiating the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement. NAFTA is widely 
credited with boosting U.S. farm 
exports to Canada and Mexico.

“We are in dire need of some 
labor reform,” said Robert Mills, 
a Pittsylvania County farmer and 
VFBF board member. “We’re 
talking about having an available, 
legal workforce that is docu-
mented.”

As summer draws to a close on 
Capitol Hill, farmers are pleased 
that both Republican Congres-
sional leaders and administration 
officials are asserting that tax 
reform will be the first order of 
business when Congress returns 
to Washington.

“Fixing our tax system now 
is crucial to creating economic 
opportunities for farmers, ranch-
ers and other family-owned 
businesses,” commented Zippy 
Duvall, president of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation. “This is 
especially important as farmers 
continue to face down tough eco-
nomic challenges” related to low 
commodity prices.

Farmers are seeking several tax 
code changes, said Duvall. Those 
include reducing combined 
income and self-employment tax 
rates to account for any deduc-
tions or credits lost; cost-recov-
ery tools that allow businesses to 
deduct expenses when they are 
incurred; and the continuation of 
the cash accounting method, as 
well as deductions for state and 
local taxes.

“We definitely need to keep 

Section 179 of the tax code, 
which allows a farmer to expense 
farm equipment in the first year 
it is purchased,” said Craig 
Giese, a CPA with the firm of 
Dehnert, Clarke & Co., P.C. and 
a Lancaster County Farm Bureau 
member and grain grower. 
“That’s currently allowed, but 
anytime Congress rewrites the 
tax code that could change.

“That’s a really important tool 
with such large capital invest-
ments,” he added. “These days a 
new combine can cost between 
$400,000 and $500,000. Right 
now you could use all of that in 
the first tax year if you needed to 
offset some other income.”

The AFBF also is calling for a 
repeal of all federal estate taxes, 
along with a reduction of capi-

tal gains taxes. Giese noted that 
a friendly tax code is one of the 
few ways Congress can continue 
to support family farmers.

“Farm safety net programs 
went away in previous budget 
cuts,” he said. “Now that com-
modity prices are much lower 
than back in 2012, farmers are 
all feeling the pinch of not having 
those farm programs.”

Giese added that “whether 
it’s through the tax code or crop 
insurance, farmers need a stron-
ger safety net. When they were 
talking about changing crop 
insurance, that scared the living 
daylights out of me. Without crop 
insurance, you are literally gam-
bling hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to put a crop in the ground 
each year.”

Tax reform is a priority for farmers

“We definitely need to keep Section 179 
of the tax code, which allows a farmer to 
expense farm equipment in the first year 
it is purchased.” 

—Craig Giese, Lancaster

Congressman asks Farm Bureau board for input

                     RESTAURANT 
 

ON HISTORIC 
MAIN STREET 

REEDVILLE, VIRGINIA 
804-453-6789

Come enjoy the Fall . . .
Overlooking the harbor 

™Fall Hours:
Friday - 5 pm to 9 pm

Saturday - Noon to 9 pm Sunday - Noon to 8 pm

incorporatedR E E D V I L L E  M A R I N A

at Cockrell’s Creek

Retired U.S. Army Col. Joseph 
Schlatter will speak at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, September 14, at the 
Northumberland Public Library, 
7204 Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville.

His presentation, “Why 
Russia?” is sponsored by Nor-
thumberland Indivisible. It will 
distill his knowledge of Russian 

intelligence gathering ideology 
and methods, reported Lynn 
Melton. There will be an oppor-
tunity for questions following the 
presentation.

 Col. Schlatter served in Viet-
nam and throughout South and 
Southeast Asia as an artillery 
officer and, later, an Army intel-
ligence officer. He was desig-

nated as an Army Foreign Area 
Specialist and Army Strategist, 
specializing in Chinese military 
and political affairs and holding 
multiple specialized, compart-
mented clearances through his 
career.  

Joe and Rose Schlatter live 
near Heathsville, enjoying retire-
ment and 51 years of marriage. 

Schlatter to speak at Indivisble gathering

Portions of the Chesapeake 
Bay, James River and Rappahan-
nock River are showing prom-
ising signs of recovery due to 
restoration efforts, meeting state 
standards for dissolved oxygen 
for the first time since the bench-
marks were adopted in 2005.

The Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion (CBF) identified this prog-
ress in a review of the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality’s 
(DEQ) recent draft Water Quality 
Assessment Integrated Report. 
The report also shows a hopeful 
increase in the number of non-
tidal streams and reservoirs that 
meet state quality standards. 

“The improving health of 
these waterways is yet another 
sign that state and federal efforts 
are starting to pay off. More dis-
solved oxygen in these water-
ways leads to healthier popula-
tions of fish, oysters and crabs, 
bringing economic benefits to the 
Commonwealth,” said CBF Vir-
ginia Director Rebecca LePrell. 
“But these are just initial signs 
of recovery in a fragile system. 
More than two-thirds of Virginia 
waterways being monitored are 
still impaired. Progress will only 
continue with sustained invest-
ment by Virginia combined with 
full support of the Chesapeake 
Bay Program.” 

There is a lot left to be done., 
she said. More than two-thirds of 
Virginia streams that are moni-
tored are impaired and DEQ has 
only been able to monitor one-
fourth of the streams in the Com-
monwealth. Additionally, 87% 
of tidal waters assessed by DEQ 
also are impaired.

 The improvements can be 
linked to restoration work going 
on throughout the Common-
wealth. That includes upgrades 
to many wastewater treatment 
plants, farm conservation prac-

tices often supported by state and 
federal cost-share programs and 
efforts by state and local govern-
ments to reduce polluted runoff 
from cities and suburbs.

Under the Chesapeake Clean 
Water Blueprint, the Chesapeake 
Bay Program at EPA has been 
critical to the success of state and 
local efforts to restore the bay 
and its rivers and streams. How-
ever, the House will son vote on 
a budget that cuts the Bay Pro-
gram by almost 20%, threatening 
future progress.

DEQ’s integrated report, ana-
lyzes water quality in monitored 
waterways across Virginia for a 
range of standards. Since Virginia 
adopted these benchmarks in 
2005, tidal parts of the James and 
the Rappahannock have shown 
evidence of chronically low dis-
solved oxygen. 

The draft report, released in 
August, for the first time shows 
no evidence of chronically low 
dissolved oxygen within these 
rivers. A segment of the main stem 
Chesapeake Bay between the 
Rappahannock and the Potomac 
has also showed improvements in 
dissolved oxygen in deep waters. 

However, low dissolved 
oxygen still occurs for shorter 
periods. These waterways are 
also still impaired for other fac-
tors, including low water clarity 
and harmful algal blooms. The 
draft references data from Janu-
ary 2009 to December 2014. 

 Higher levels of dissolved 
oxygen support a greater variety 
and abundance of aquatic life, 
including fish, crabs and oysters. 
Extremely low levels of dissolved 
oxygen can lead to dead zones 
within a waterway where life 
can’t survive. 

Pollution often lowers dis-
solved oxygen levels by feeding 
oxygen-sucking algal blooms. 

Report shows promising signs
for Chesapeake Bay and tributaries 

More work is needed to stem 
the flow of pollution to Virginia’s 
waters and take more waterways 
off the dirty waters list. Contin-
ued investment in monitoring and 
restoration is critical.


