
Northern Neck Partners for Pets (NNPP) recently 
announced the August 31st purchase of 38.5 acres 

for a private no-kill animal shelter on Devil’s Bottom 
Road in Lancaster.

Concurrently, NNPP is launching their new website, 
northernneckpartnersforpets.org, reported president 
Terrie Dort.

Founded in 2014 by concerned citizens, NNPP’s mis-
sion is to provide compassionate care and loving homes 
for the strays, the abandoned, the old, the abused and the 
surrendered cats and dogs that end up in county pounds. 
In far too many cases, these helpless animals face eutha-
nasia.

“Our 
motivation 
is belief in 
our mis-
sion,” said 
Dort. “We 
care deeply 
about reduc-
ing needless 
suffering and 
promoting 
adoption. 
Buying this 
land is the 
result of 
three years of hard work and the springboard to building 
a privately funded no-kill shelter.”

Set on a plateau, the NNPP land is wooded, secluded 
by farm fields and has generous set-backs. Preliminary 
planning calls for a one-story masonry building of about 
8,000 square feet. Fully outfitted to meet professional 
shelter standards for health and safety, the total project 
costs are estimated at $3,000,000. Privately funded by 
gifts and foundations, it will not cost the county a dime, 
said Dort. 

It’s not easy to think about the 1.5 million pets dying 
every year in the country’s public animal shelters. What 
is even more heartbreaking is that most of these dogs and 
cats die simply because shelters cannot accommodate 
them. These pets are not sick and do not have behavioral 
issues. 

That is why national, state and local animal rescue 
organizations embraced the “no-kill” movement over 30 
years ago. The goal is to reduce needless suffering and 
promote adoption. No-kill shelters are nationally bench-
marked at saving roughly 90% of impounded animals. 
Only the 10% with terminal illnesses, severe injuries, or 
serious behavioral issues are euthanized.

In 2016, Commonwealth statistics on government 
animal shelters show an average euthanasia rate of 25%. 
That’s 38,000 cats and dogs. 

To reduce these numbers, the Virginia Federation of 
Humane Societies launched “Save VA Pets – Crossing 
the No-Kill Finish Line” program this year. This state-
wide no-kill effort aims to reduce the death rate to 10% 
by 2020 and then continue until all adoptable and treat-
able animals are saved. 

To achieve this goal in the Northern Neck, commu-

nity support and cooperation is vital. NNPP will work 
with the Animal Welfare League of the Northern Neck 
(AWL), county animal shelters, breed rescues, private 
rescue groups, volunteers and other no-kill facilities. 

NNPP applauds the valiant efforts and hard work of 
Northern Neck county animal control staff and their 
volunteers to save pets. This is a difficult, agonizing task 
in the face of over-crowded shelters and too many needy 
animals. Sadly, county shelters in Lancaster, Northum-
berland and Westmoreland/Richmond still have one of 
the highest kill rates in the Commonwealth. 

Statistics show that 1,090 cats and dogs were taken 
into North-
ern Neck 
county 
shelters in 
2016. Three 
hundred plus 
cats and dogs 
were eutha-
nized. That’s 
roughly a 
30% to 40% 
kill rate. 
State-man-
dated waiting 
periods are 
five days for 

pets without tags; 10 for those with tags. 
Simply put, animal welfare is a low funding priority 

for county governments, said Dort. The result in this 
rural region is that public shelters struggle to keep up the 
influx of unwanted and homeless animals. Not enough 
staff. Not enough room. Not enough money. 

“As the president of the AWL, I am asking the commu-
nity to come together and realize the importance of a pri-
vate no-kill shelter for our beloved animals,” said Judith 
E. Harvell. “Community support is essential to make this 
happen. The need has been here for years, but it never 
got off the ground until NNPP stepped up to the plate. 
AWL applauds this tremendous undertaking.

“I know firsthand the need for a safe haven when 
public shelters are overrun with needy animals. It is 
heartbreaking to know that these helpless pets have no 
place to go. State law and county shelter space dictates 
their fate,” she continued.

“Despite the efforts of AWL to spay and neuter all 
incoming pets, they just keep coming. And even with 
AWL’s foster homes, there is no one safe place for them 
to stay until they find their forever home,” said Harvell. 

“With a private shelter, they can be saved and become 
someone’s beloved pet. They will get compassionate 
care in the NNPP no-kill shelter,” she said. “Medical 
care, frequent hours for adoptions, runs, playrooms and 
training will help deserving, happy and healthy dogs and 
cats ready for their forever homes. I urge everyone in the 
Northern Neck to get on the band wagon to make this 
project happen.” 

To succeed, NNPP needs the backing and support of 
all fellow animal lovers in the Northern Neck. Contact 
NNPP at info@northernneckpartnersforpets.org.
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LANCASTER—County supervi-
sors accepted a proposal last week from 
Guernsey Tingle Architects for building 
an emergency management services 
and operations center at an estimated 
cost of $1.8 million with 10% contin-
gency, a significant decrease from the 
original proposal of $3.1 million. 

At a special called work session 
August 22, District 4 supervisor 
Bill Lee moved to construct the new 
building to house the emergency ser-
vices and operations center on the 
courthouse property in Lancaster. 

The motion passed 5-0 with the 
support of District 1 supervisor F.W. 
Jenkins Jr., District 2 supervisor 
Ernest Palin Jr., District 3 supervisor 
Jason Bellows and District 5 super-

visor Wally Beauchamp.
 At a previous meeting, county plan-

ning and land use director Don Gill sug-
gested the facility be on the courthouse 
property versus the Norris property. 

Andy Cronan of Guernsey Tingle 
Architects said this option would 
remove the unknowns and any unex-
pected problems with renovating exist-
ing spaces. 

Palin said that it would be best to be 
in a new building. 

“In long term planning, it just makes 
sense,” said Bellows. “In a true emer-
gency, it would be good to have all the 
emergency staff in the same place.” 

Tom Tingle of Guernsey Tingle 
Architects noted the prices presented 
are conservative numbers in today’s 
bidding climate. 

Additional options presented by the 

architects were to build a new emer-
gency services facility and renovate the 
basement space in the county admin-
istration building to become the emer-
gency operation center. 

The cost would have been an esti-
mated $1.6 million for the new build-
ing and $383,600 for the renovation of 
the basement. However, Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie expressed concern for this 
option because his department uses the 
basement space on a daily basis. 

The second option was to build a new 
emergency services facility and reno-
vate the first floor space in the county 
administration building to become the 
emergency operation center. 

The cost would have been an esti-
mated $1.6 million for the new building 
and $357,200 for the first floor renova-
tion.

Lancaster supervisors select
building plan for emergency
management/operations center

by Madison White Franks

Public school students in Lancaster and Northumberland counties 
return to classes on Tuesday, September 5. Above, Lancaster Middle 
School language arts teacher Rosie Kelley prepares her classroom 
for fifth graders. Photo by Madison White Franks

Students will return
to classes on Tuesday

KILMARNOCK—Administrators, faculty and staff are getting ready for a 
new school year beginning Tuesday, September 5.

All Lancaster public school students can enter their buildings as early as 8 
a.m.; the school day will end at 3:15 p.m.

“I’m very excited for the upcoming school year. We have worked hard all 
summer to make sure our schools are staffed with the very best instructional 
and support staff available and we’re looking forward to continuing the growth 
we have been experiencing in student achievement,” said superintendent Steve 
Parker. 

“We will continue to focus on improving literacy for all our students and we 
have begun the process of developing a plan for implementation of restorative 
practices throughout the division. Our priority will be to continue meeting the 
needs of each and every one of our students through our multi-tiered system 
of supports,” he said. 

Lancaster welcomes new high school principal Roger “Butch” Gross and 
assistant principal Jennifer Eddy who say they are passionate about what they 
want to do for the kids.

“My desire is to build upon the traditions that are here,” said Gross. His and 
Eddy’s focus for the year is to raise the school cultural climate which in turn 
will get students excited and raise student achievement.

“Our whole focus is bringing back the PRIDE at LHS...we will strive to 
highlight anything our students and staff do that will shed a positive light on 
our school,” said Gross. 

PRIDE stands for politeness, respect, integrity, discipline and excellence, 
said Gross. 

“We plan to catch students exhibiting these traits throughout the school and 
reward them using various incentives,” he said. “This intense focus on the 
positive will make our school a place that students and staff want to attend 
each day.”

by Madison White Franks

From left Lancaster High School assistant principal Jennifer Eddy 
and principal Roger “Butch” Gross are ready to welcome students to 
“Red Devil Country.” Photo by Madison White Franks

Northern Neck Partners for Pets to build
a safe haven for unwanted, at-risk pets

The Northern Neck Partners for Pets seeks community support for a no-kill 
animal shelter. Preliminary planning calls for a one-story masonry building (above) 
of about 8,000 square feet. Rendering by Maria Whitehead

More back-to-school coverage appears on pages A2-3
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LOTTSBURG—From her 
first day as school superintendent, 
Dr. Holly Wargo’s decisions have 
been driven by what she believes 
is best for student success.

Last November, she took over 
the helm of Northumberland 
County School District well into 
the school term. It was a smooth 
transition for the former assistant 
superintendent of instruction. 
After two years in the central 
office, Wargo was well aware of 
the division’s strengths and weak-
nesses. 

Her style is one of quiet lead-
ership and support for teachers 
and administrators. Her organiza-
tional skills in drafting this year’s 
school budget won praise from 

Northumberland superintendent
prepares for her first full school year

Dr. Holly Wargo

by Audrey Thomasson

school board members.
By emphasizing wide support 

for instructional leadership, she 
hopes to achieve full accredita-

tion in all three Northumberland 
schools. 

Wargo’s goal is to close the 
achievement gap for socio-eco-
nomically challenged students 
and to strengthen personalized 
and individualized instruction 
for every student. Her efforts are 
already paying off.

“Two of our three schools—
Northumberland Elementary and 
Northumberland High—will be 
fully accredited this year and we 
are seeing academic gains at Nor-
thumberland Middle School,” 
Wargo reported.

One way she supports her 
instructional team is to promote 
from within. For the new term, 
students will see some familiar 
faces with new responsibilities.

Amy Lamb steps into the posi-

tion of director of instruction in 
the central office. Adam Letzia 
takes over as director of special 
education. Stephanie Baker is the 
new principal at the elementary 
school aided by Lance Reyn-
olds as assistant principal, while 
Javornda Ashton takes the reins at 
the middle school. One new hire 
is high school assistant principal 
Wanda Henderson. 

The schools are upgrading 
technology and continuing to 
foster the talented and gifted 
programs while providing more 
support in special education and 
early childhood development.

“Our school division is expand-
ing opportunities for online 
learning and blended learning 
at the middle and high schools,” 
said Wargo.

“This is the first year…we will 
offer four full day pre-K class-
rooms. Each classroom already 
has met the maximum enrollment 
of 18 students per classroom.”

Also, an additional resource 
officer will be monitoring the 
elementary school as part of 
enhanced security for the young-
est students, Wargo said. 

High on the superintendent’s 
list of goals is fostering relation-
ships between families, schools 
and the community. 

“Our division staff will be 
visible in our schools on a daily 
basis to build relationships and 
to monitor and address the aca-
demic, social and emotional 
needs of students and support the 
hard work of our teachers, admin-
istrators and staff,” she said.

LOTTSBURG—Tuesday is 
the dawn of a new school year for 
Northumberland students. Youth 
will reconnect with friends, take 
part in new programs and find a 
number of new administrators 
and teachers in the hallways and 
classrooms—all ready to get 
them on the road to academic 
success.

The instructional day will 
begin at 8:05 a.m., with the 
final bell at 3:15 p.m. School 
buses will begin departing at 
3:25 p.m.

Last year, students were intro-
duced to the behavioral program 
known as Positive Behavior Inter-
ventions and Support (PBIS). 
This year PBIS will be fully 
implemented across the division 
to teach discipline and reward 
positive behavior—an important 
key to improving academics. 

There will be a lot of Indian 
pride this year with two former 
students moving into principal 
positions. According to school 
board chairman Betty Chris-
topher, she taught elementary 
school principal Stephanie Sav-
ille Baker, a 1998 graduate of 
Northumberland High School 
and middle school principal 
Javornda Ashton, who graduated 
in 2001.
Elementary school 

After a year as vice principal 
at Northumberland Elementary, 
Stephanie Baker will take com-
mand of the county’s youngest 
students. 

“I want to ensure every student 

Northumberland principals ready for students to return

From left are Northumberland Elementary School vice 
principal Lance Reynolds and principal Stephanie Baker.

From left are Northumberland Middle School principal 
Javornda Ashton and assistant principal Kerry Adkins.

From left are Northumberland High School vice principal 
Wanda Henderson and principal Dr. Travis Burns.

by Audrey Thomasson

has what they need to be safe and 
meet their social and emotional 
needs,” said Baker.

Baker is a graduate of The Col-
lege of William and Mary with a 
master’s from University of Vir-
ginia. 

She is excited about the 
changes in the pre-school pro-
gram. Two half-day classes have 
become four full-day classes to 
allow more four-year-olds an 
opportunity to prepare for kinder-
garten. 

“This will give them a 
smoother transition to kindergar-
ten” and “maximize instructional 
time,” she said. 

The addition of a positive 
behavioral program with the 
youngest children will give kids 
a jump start on better behavior 
which is expected to work toward 
closing the achievement gap. 

“We have outstanding teach-
ers…who are very good at being 
flexible and changing” in order 
to help students progress to the 
next level at their own speed, said 
Baker. 

She will be joined by a 
newly named assistant princi-
pal, Lance Reynolds, a 23-year 
veteran of the Northumberland 
school district. Reynolds previ-
ously served as assistant prin-
cipal at NHS, administrative 
assistant at NES and physical 
education teacher.

“I’m very fortunate to work 
with such a great group of 
teachers,” said Baker.
Middle School

Northumberland Middle 
School principal Javornda Ashton 
didn’t have far to move from her 
former position as vice principal 
at the high school. 

Kerry Adkins continues in her 
second year as assistant principal. 

Ashton is excited to begin the 
new term and stressed the impor-
tance of having an open door 
policy and a welcoming environ-
ment for families.

“My vision is to foster a culture 
of trust and positive relationships 
between teachers, staff, students 
and parents—a place where stu-
dents want to learn, teachers want 
to teach and parents want to send 
their children,” said Ashton.

School improvement is at the 
top of her list of goals. “We’ve 
had gains in all areas of instruc-
tion…with the (testing) failure 
rate reduced by 10 percent,” said 
Ashton. “By embracing strong 
classroom instruction, collabora-
tion and identifying strengths and 
opportunities for growth through 

data analysis, we can establish a 
foundation for continuous school 
improvement.”

The school is turning up the 
volume on programs that allow 
students to progress at their own 
speed.

“We have instructional assis-
tants in reading who will help stu-
dents progress to higher levels,” 
said Ashton.

Full implementation of PBIS 
will teach and reward positive 
behavior. 

“I’m excited about this year. 
I want parents involved,” said 
Ashton. She invites parents to 
join the Parent/Faculty Organiza-
tion by attending a meeting at 6 
p.m. September 18 in the NMS 
library. 

Ashton earned a bachelor’s in 
electrical engineering technol-
ogy and a master’s in education 
leadership from Old Dominion 
University.

High school
Dr. Travis Burns is entering 

his fifth year as principal of Nor-
thumberland High. He is joined 
by Wanda Henderson in the assis-
tant principal position.

“We will continue to foster a 
welcoming and trusting culture 
by building trusting relationships 
with students, families and staff,” 
said Burns. 

“The performance of all stu-
dents will meet or exceed a 75% 
pass in the content area of math,” 
he said of his goal to focus on 
mathematics.

Also topping his list of goals 
is reducing the failure rate of stu-
dents with disabilities in all areas 
of the Standards of Learning tests 
and to maintain or improve the 
graduation rate of all students and 
to meet full state accreditation. 

The high school will imple-
ment PBIS and positive behavior 
incentive programs, he added.
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Metal Art and Home Accents

Open Weekends
Call for Hours

15170 Northumberland Hwy (Rt 360) 

GIFTS  |  HOME  |  FASHION

Fabulous finds. Eclectic with a touch of whimsy.
538 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone | 804.436.8505

Annual Labor Day Weekend  
Sales Event

Up to 70% OFF Select Merchandise

PAWS & CLAWS 
PET GROOMING

“

804-436-1700

Richard H. Crowther, Owner/Groomer
Established 2003

CAT & DOG BOARDING

Grooming by Appointment
7am - 10pm

Monday - Saturday

Boarding in Main Building, Central AC/Heat

No Crates, Larger than average boarding units

No practice of potentially dangerous  
“open or cageless” boarding

Owner on premises day and night

Enclosed yard, no use of “runs”

All work performed by groomer, NO “assembly line” grooming

New teachers welcomed in Lancaster
The Tides Inn hosted a luncheon August 21 for these new faculty and staff members in Lancaster Public Schools. 
From left are (front row) Glauco Ortolano, Eric Schaefer, Ashton Crabtree, Lindsey Sokol, Jessica Snead, Jamie 
Barringer, Belle D’Silva and Allyson Umstead; (next row) Tides Inn general manager Gordon Slatford, Kristen 
Aitken, Regina Howard, Jennifer Eddy, Carolena Gasbarro, Karissa Barnes, Robyn Frayser and Butch Gross; (next 
row) Donald Weik, Adam Redinger, Mona Hendricks, Paul Kelley, Guy Summers, Sharne’e Roberts, Zack Stevens, 
John Stafford, Frannie Hubbard and Daniel Hudson. Other new faculty and staff are Julie Martin, Alaina Walker, 
Meghan Madler and Hillary Wood. 

New teachers report in Northumberland
A lively group of new teachers and staff recently joined the Northumberland school district. From left are (front 
row) Amanda Schimmoller, Sheila McGlothlin, Danielle Poulson, Echo Hopkins, Rebecca Jones, Whitney Perez, 
Sarah Keller and Cynthia English; (next row) Wendy Morecock, Gary Dickens, Chelsea Anderson, Brieann Bolton, 
Liz Hood, Edward Cockrell, Cory Kocher, Natalie Matthews, David Alcazar and Linwood Blizzard. Katrina Perez also 
joined the faculty.

KILMRNOCK—Orientation and train-
ing for both new and returning Lancaster 
County Public School volunteer tutors will be 
held from 8:30 to 11 a.m. September 20 and 
October 19 at Lancaster Middle School, 191 

School Street, Kilmarnock.
 All volunteer tutors must attend one of 

these sessions, reported coordinator Sandy 
Armstrong. Photos for volunteer tutor iden-
tification badges will be taken and light 

refreshments will be served.  
 Anyone interested in volunteering as a 

tutor may contact Armstrong at sarmstrong@
lcs.k12.va.us, or call the Volunteer Tutoring 
Office at 462-5100 extension 2008.

Fall volunteer tutor orientation set

Transportation director John 
Mann recently posted the Lan-
caster school bus routes for the 
2017-18 academic year. The 
official bus routes, if changed, 
will be posted at the school’s 
front entrance by 5 p.m. Sunday, 
September 3. 

These routes were established 
with the transportation forms 
used at registration August 14 
and 15. The buses are scheduled 
to be full and Mann emphasized 
that bus notes to ride other buses 
will not be accepted this year. If 
a student does not ride from/to 
their assigned stop it is the par-
ent’s responsibility to provide 
transportation for them, he said. 

Primary school students will 
again be riding their own buses. 
Each student should wear a 
tag with their name, telephone 
number and bus number when 
they get on the bus. 

Parents are urged to send their 
children to school on the bus the 
first week of classes so routes 
can be validated. 

The start times are only an 
estimate, due to additions and 
deletions from the routes the 
schools continue to receive daily, 
he said. Streets are listed in the 
order the bus travels. 
LPS routes 

Bus 4, Patsy Clark: 6:42 a.m., 
Chowning Ferry, River, Reyn-
olds Farm, Millenbeck, Slab-
town, White Hall, Oak Hill, 
Levelgreen, Payne’s Shop, Bel-
mont, Lonsome Pine Trail, Sage 
Hill, Thomas Landing, Western 
Branch, Corrotoman, Rocky 
Neck, Granville Bay, White 
Chapel. 

Bus 5, Lucille Toulson: 6:48 
a.m., Carlson, Pinkardsville, 
Crawfords Corner, Twin Branch, 
Chestnut Grove, Beanes, Lara, 
Alphonso, White Chapel, 
Griffens Landing, Mary Ball. 

Bus 7, Angel Hudson: 7:05 

Lancaster school bus routes posted
a.m., Irvington, Yorkshire, 
Keith, Walnut, Noblet, Rose-
neath, Wiggins, Mary Ball, Mil-
burn Estates, Fleets Bay, Boys 
Camp, Chase, Loyd, Clark, East 
Church, Fox Hill, School Street. 

Bus 23, Karen Mast: 7 a.m., 
Chesapeake, The Lane, Irving-
ton, Fairway, Greentown, Gas-
kins, Weems, James, Benson, 
Jenkins, Corrotoman, Campbell, 
Mary Ball. 

Bus 26, Jack Bailey: 7 a.m., 
Morattico, Lancaster Creek, 
River, Nuttsville, Peirces, Mary 
Ball, Clover, Pond Park, River-
wood. 

Bus 34, Patricia Early: 7 a.m., 
Cox Farm, Black Stump, Lum-
berlost, Taylors Creek, Wilson, 
Devils Bottom, Merry Point, 
Buzzards Neck, Mary Ball. 

Bus 8, Linda Ashburn: 7 a.m., 
Scott, Windmill Point, Mosquito 
Point, Beach, Dawson, Shady, 
Cherry Point, Newtown, James 
Wharf, Rappahannock, Sand-
lin, Ice House, Woods, Ocran, 
Poplar Neck. 
LMS/LHS routes 

Bus 9, Paul Webster: 6:40 
a.m., Yankee Point, Oak Hill, 
Levelgreen, Ottoman Ferry, 
Slabtown, Millenbeck, Cottage 
Cove, Chowning Ferry, River, 
Reynolds Farm, Payne Shop, 
Belmont, Lonesome Pine Trail, 
Sage Hill, Dogget, Griffin’s 
Landing. 

Bus 13, Patricia Baker: 6:50 
a.m., Chesnut Grove, Twin 
Branch, Beanes, Miskimon, 
Lara, Alfonso, Lara, White 
Chapel, Mary Ball, Clover. 

Bus 16, Connie Smith: 6:50 
a.m., Lancaster Shores, Morat-
tico, Nuttsville, Peirces, Mary 
Ball. 

Bus 18, Peggy Hendrickson: 7 
a.m., Browns Store, Crawfords, 
Corner, Regina, Carlson, Pinck-
ardsville, Devils Bottom, River-
wood, Pond Park, Merry Point. 

Bus 19, Valerie Turner: 6:50 
a.m., Campbell, Devils Bottom, 
Iberis, Merry Point, West Point, 
Buzzards Neck, Richtown. 

Bus 14/24, Peggy Benson or 
Barbara Hall: 6:55 a.m., Belle 
Isle, River, Granville Bay, Rocky 
Neck, Howards, Kathy, Western 
Branch, Sullavans, Corrotoman 
by the Bay, White Chapel. 

Bus 27, Jack Bryant: 6:45 
a.m., Mosquito Point, Windmill 
Point, Ring Farm, Golden Eagle/
Lancaster, Irvington. 

Bus 28, Pat Gordon: 7 a.m., 
Weems, James, Benson, Johns 
Neck, Taylors Creek, Lumber-
lost, Black Stump. 

Bus 3/30, Deborah Smith: 
6:50 a.m., Harris, Mary Ball 
toward White Stone, Ice House, 
Sandlin, Blueberry Point, New-
town, James Wharf, Joyful Way, 
Shady, Cherry Point, Dawson, 
Beach. 

Bus 31, Laverne Smith: 7:15 
a.m., Christ Church, Green-
town, Gaskins, Weems, Gunther, 
Wilson, Jenkins, Irvington. 

Bus 33, Dianne Abbot: 7:05 
a.m. Fleets Bay, Wiggins, South 
Main Street, New South, Mary 
Ball, Millburn Estates, Sim-
mons, Boys Camp, Chase, 

Clark, Roseneath, Eubank, York-
shire, Keith, School. 

Bus 37, Dave Carlson: 7:10 
a.m., Good Luck, Campbell, 
Cox Farm, James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway, North Main 
Street, East Church, Fox Hill. 

Parents with questions regard-
ing the bus routes should call 
the school their student will be 
attending at 462-5100. 

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345
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YOU are the reason we are here to celebrate our 40th year  
of caring for others as we would care for those we love.

Please Join Us for a Community Celebration  
Featuring The Original Rhondels

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 10, 2017 from 2-5 p.m.

On the Lawn of Main Street & Walter Reed Way in Gloucester court house
(Main Street Entrance to Riverside Walter Reed Hospital Campus.  

Parking available at Newington Baptist Church.)

Local area food trucks selling their finest fare

Beer and wine available for purchase

Please bring your lawn chairs and blankets

No outside food or beverage allowed. For questions or more information,  
please contact Shannon Fedors at shannon.fedors@rivhs.com or 804-693-8845

years
Caring For Community

for allowing Riverside Walter Reed Hospital to care for you and your family!

Celebrating Yesterday,  
Today and  Tomorrow.

Call Commonwealth today to learn how  
we can make a difference for your loved one!

804-208-0299

Ask How to Receive a Lifetime Rate Lock  
Guarantee – For a Limited Time Only!

Commonwealth Senior Living’s award-winning Sweet MemoriesTM  
program delivers the highest quality of care to residents with memory loss.

www.CommonwealthSL.com
Assisted Living & Memory Care

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported charges against 13 indi-
viduals.
Misdemeanors

A White Marsh Lane man, 
44, was charged August 21 with 
destruction of property.

A Mary Ball Road man, 65, 
was charged August 21 with two 
counts of protective order viola-
tions.

A Mary Ball Road man, 34, 
was charged August 21 with 
using profane/threatening tele-
phone call.

A James Jones Memorial 
Highway man, 27, was charged 
August 21 with contempt of 
court.

A Mosquito Point Road 
woman, 52, was arrested for 
public drunkenness.

A Cardinal woman, 34, was 
charged August 23 with three 
Middlesex County charges of 
issuing bad checks.

 A Cobbs Creek man, 54, was 
charged August 25 with drunk 
driving.

A Nuttsville Road man, 31, 
was charged August 25 with two 
counts of manufacturing/sale/
possession with intent to distrib-
ute narcotics.

A Beach Road woman, 30, 
was charged August 26 with petit 
larceny.

A Ring Farm Road woman, 
62, was charged August 27 with 
reckless driving.

A North Main Street man, 
27, was charged August 27 with 
public drunkenness.
Felonies

Joseph Cox Jr., 26, of the 2500 
block of Morattico Road was 
charged August 24 with a felony 
probation violation and with 
assault and battery on August 23.

Kendrick O. Providence, 19, 
of Newport News was charged 
August 26 by Newport News 
authorities on Lancaster charges 
of abduction (felony) and con-
tributing to the delinquency of a 
minor.

Activity report
August 21: Staff responded 

with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to an E911 
disconnect call in the 200 block 
of Campbell Road (child playing 
on an old cellphone), with the 
Lancaster Department of Social 
Services (DSS) to a possible 
child neglect complaint in the 
5300 block of Morattico Road, to 
a civil complaint on Bald Eagle 
Road; to check on well-being 
of a Keep Safe program partici-
pant, to White Stone to check on 
the well-being of a motorist, to a 
walk-in complaint of credit card 
fraud use by a juvenile, and to an 
animal control complaint in Lan-
caster.

August 22: Staff responded 
to an E911 disconnect call in the 
9900 block of Mary Ball Road, 
with Virginia State Police (VSP) 
to a single-vehicle traffic crash 
at Lumberlost and Weems roads, 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
900 block of Johns Neck Road, 
to an unattended death on Pin-
tail Lane, to a traffic complaint 
from an Oak Hill Road resident 
(no unit available to respond), 
to a walk-in complaint of a past 
disturbance, to an ongoing traffic 
complaint in the area of Lumber-
lost and Weems roads, to the 300 
block of Mosquito Point Road 
on a child abduction complaint, 
to River and Nuttsville roads on 
a motorist’s complaint of seeing 

a passenger in another vehicle 
brandishing a firearm, and with 
KPD to a disturbance call on 
Greenwood Court.

August 23: Staff responded 
to an ongoing traffic complaint 
from an Oak Hill Road resident 
(no unit in position to respond), to 
Third Street to check on the well-
being of a resident, to a walk-in 
report of a missing juvenile, to a 
downed stop sign at Mary Ball 
and Merry Point roads, to Beach 
Road to check on the well-being 
of person down (intoxicated 
person was taken into the home 
by a third party before deputies 
arrived), and to a domestic distur-
bance in the 100 block of Little 
Bay Road.

August 24: Staff responded 
to a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint on Mosquito Point Road, 
at about 2:30 a.m. with KPD to 
two juveniles hanging around the 
300 block of North Main Street 
(teenagers were taken to the 3200 
block of White Chapel Road and 
released to an adult; no delin-
quency involved), Lee Road for 
persons believed to be hiding in 
the woods, to a fraud report from 
a Moccasin Trail resident, to a 
target shooting complaint in the 
100 block of Johnson Road, to a 
suspicious person complaint in 
the area of the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge, and to an 
open door to a property under 
short term security watch.

August 25: Staff responded 
to a complaint of a fraudulent 
IRS tax telephone call, to an 
ongoing traffic complaint in 
the area of Oak Hill and Yankee 
Point roads, to Mosquito Beach 
Lane on a complaint of a pos-
sible rabid raccoon, to a pos-
sible suicidal person who texted 
the complainant (staff contacted 
Verizon for cellphone location, 
determined to have originated 
in Greensville County, and noti-
fied the authorities of the incident 
information), to the 16400 block 
of Mary Ball Road on a reckless 
driving complaint that occurred 
on a parking lot on Irvington 
Road within Kilmarnock, and to 
the end of River Road at Bertrand 
on a report of a vehicle having 
been driven overboard, to inter-
cept a reported drunk driver in 
the Windmill Point-White Stone-
Kilmarnock area and determine 
the safety of a female passenger.

August 26: Staff responded 
to a suspicious vehicle parked 
on a closed business lot in the 
3500 block of Irvington Road, 
responded to Jessie duPont 
Highway to assist Northumber-
land authorities with a possible 
DUI, to check on the well-being 
of an Iberis Road resident at the 
request of an out-of- town family 
member, to an unknown com-
plaint on Sandlin Drive, to check 
on the well-being of a Johns 
Neck Road resident at the request 
of Middlesex authorities who 
received an E911 call from the 
residence, to a suspicious person 
on Washington Street, and to an 
assault by threat complaint in the 
5700 block of Mary Ball Road.

August 27: Staff responded 
with emergency medical ser-
vices (EMS) to the 5100 block 
of Irvington Road for a heavily 
intoxicated person, with KPD 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
16500 block of Mary Ball Road, 
to a possible prowler complaint 
in the 1000 block of Windmill 
Point Road, to a motorist’s report 
of a traffic hazard on the Norris 
Bridge, to a possible rabid skunk 

complaint in the 400 block of 
Lara Road, to the 100 block of 
Colony Lane for a civil domes-
tic complaint involving recovery 
of personal property, to the 100 
block of Little Bay Road for a 
civil domestic complaint involv-
ing recovery of personal property 
(unrelated to previous incident), 
to Lancaster Primary School to 
assist a trooper involved with a 
traffic stop and wanted persons.

August 28: Staff notified 
Dominion Energy of a power 
outage report in the Irvington 
area, caused when a large tree 
limb pulled down the line as the 
tree was being felled for removal; 
responded to a traffic complaint 
on Morattico Road, to check on 
the well-being of a Weems Road 
resident at the request of a con-
cerned family member, to Lan-
caster to assist a Northumberland 
deputy who observed a wanted 
person traveling in a vehicle 
(arrest made by KPD on its war-
rant for giving false identification 
to law enforcement).

August 29: Staff responded 
to the 1200 block of Bluff Point 
Road on a report of transformer 
fire, to a DSS report of financial 
exploitation of an elderly person, 
and to a burglary alarm call on 
Black Stump Road.

Staff also conducted 26 traf-
fic stops, issued six summonses, 
assisted 10 motorists, reported a 
deer strike accident, investigated 
five building alarms, processed a 
mental health order, logged eight 
inmate transports, received four 
E911 hang-up calls and fielded 
a call for animal control service.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department (VFD) responded 
to the 1800 block of Windmill 
Point Road to assist EMS and to 
a traffic crash at Lumber Lost and 
Weems roads.

The Kilmarnock VFD 
responded to the 100 block of 
North Main Street for a trash fire 
in a waste truck, to Lloyd Lane 
for electrical smoke and to the 
1200 block of Bluff Point Road 
for a transformer fire.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to an overboard vehi-
cle on River Road at Bertrand. 
EMS calls

For the week of August 20-26, 
the Kilmarnock-Lancaster Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad, Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad and Lancaster County 
Emergency Services responded 
to 31 calls for service, including 
17 medical emergencies, six inju-
ries, two traffic accidents, a fire 
and five other calls.

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Call today to receive your paper

and/or online subscription!

High blood pressure is a big 
problem. According to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, roughly one 
in three adults in the United 
States has high blood pressure. 
In Canada in 2014, slightly 
less than 18 percent of Canadi-
ans ages 12 and older reported 
being diagnosed with high 
blood pressure.

While such figures might 
be frightening, Johns Hopkins 
Medicine notes that there are 
some simple and natural ways for 
people to lower their high blood 
pressure.

Instead of foods that are high in 
sodium, eat a diet that is rich in 
whole grains, fruits, vegetables, 
and lean proteins. Check labels 
before buying prepared foods at 
the grocery store, as many such 
foods are high in sodium.

probiotics. Johns Hopkins Medi-
cine notes that studies have linked 
foods that contain probiotics to 
healthy blood pressure. Probiot-
ics are consumable live bacteria, 
and while studies regarding the 
relationship between probiotics 
and blood pressure are ongo-
ing, researchers believe probi-
otics may produce chemicals 
that, when absorbed in the blood 
stream, may activate receptors in 
the blood vessels to lower blood 
pressure.

high blood pressure who are car-
rying a few extra pounds should 
know that research indicates extra 
weight can cause injury to the 
heart. Dropping those pounds, 
especially through physical activ-
ity that can boost heart health, 
can help men and women lower 
their blood pressure. 

Simple and natural ways 
to lower blood pressure
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SALE!
Thursday August 31
Friday, September 1

Saturday, September 2 until 1pm

      25%
        OFF
Purses and Jewelry

Readers – Buy One Get One 1/2 off!

Stylish Eyes

IRVINGTON  
FARMERS 
MARKET

This Saturday
9:00am-1:00pm

Sponsored by the
Irvington Village Improvement Association

COME JOIN THE FUN!

 

 

6TH ANNUAL CRAB FEAST
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th, 2017

MORATTICO WATERFRONT MUSEUM

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened August 8 and 
9, with the Hon. Herbert M. 
Hewitt presiding. 
Trials 

Richard I. Bowles of Reed-
ville, charged with three felony 
offenses of a probation vio-
lation, pled guilty and was 
sentenced to 4 years with 4 
years suspended for two of 
the offenses and 6 years with 
3 years suspended in the final 
charge. 

The case of Tyrell Brown 
of Hague, charged with four 
felonies of manufacturing or 
distributing a controlled sub-
stance and a misdemeanor of 
a probation violation, was con-
tinued to January 23. 

Brian D. Combs of Warsaw, 
charged with a felony offense 
probation violation, was sen-
tenced to 1 year with 9 months 
suspended. 

Terrell Dickerson of Heaths-
ville, charged with a felony 
offense probation violation, 
was sentenced to 1 year and 11 
months with 1 year 10 months 
and 10 days suspended. 

The case of Orin P. Lee 
of Reedville, charged with a 
felony probation violation, was 
continued to October 24. 
Other cases

The case of John P. Jones of 
Weems, charged with a misde-
meanor of possession of mari-
juana, was dismissed and he 
was required to pay a fine and 

surrender his driver’s license. 
The case of Dylan A. Mahan 

of Callao, charged with a 
felony of possessing a sched-
ule I or II drug, was dismissed 
and he was required to pay a 
fine and surrender his driver’s 
license. 

Kendrick Diggs of Lan-
caster, charged with two felo-
nies of attempted murder and 
use of a firearm, pled guilty 
on both charges and was sen-
tenced to 10 years with 7 years 
suspended in the attempted 
murder charge and 3 years in 
the use of the firearm charge. 
August 9 

Alvin O. Howard of Callao, 
charged with four felonies of 
assault and battery, strangu-
lation, use of a firearm and 
abduction by force, and a 
misdemeanor of assault and 
battery, was sentenced to 12 
months with 12 months sus-
pended in the felony assault 
and battery charge; the rest of 
the charges were dismissed.

The Northumberland County 
Circuit Court also convened 
August 15, 16, 17, 18 and 22 
with Hon. R. Michael McKen-
ney presiding. 

The case of Deondre Lamp-
kin, charged with three felonies 
of manufacturing or distribut-
ing a controlled substance and 
a misdemeanor of possessing 
marijuana, was continued to 
November 28. 

The case of Sherrie L. Reed 
of Heathsville, charged with 
a misdemeanor of assault 
and battery and two felonies 

LANCASTER—The Hon. 
Harry T. Taliaferro III pre-
sided over the following cases 
in Lancaster County Circuit 
Court on August 25.

Allen C. Conaway of Wic-
omico Church was found guilty 
of felony and misdemeanor 
probation violations. He was 
given an active sentence of 
six months and ordered to pay 
$742.84 in court costs.

Joseph Cox Jr. of Lively was 
charged with felony probation 
violation on 13 convictions. A 
court appointed attorney will 
be assigned to represent him 
on September 8.

Amy Burgess Showl of 
White Stone was scheduled 
for a review on a misdemeanor 
conviction. The case was con-
tinued to September 15 on a 
motion by defense.

The case of Patrick Arthur 
Tuck of Callao, charged with 
felony probation violation, was 
set for trial on October 13.

Shakeen Donta Walker of 
Weems was scheduled for trial 
on felony sale of schedule I/II 
drugs. Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jan Smith nolle prosequi 
the charges.

Terrence Marcel Clarke’s 
bond was revoked. Trial was 

set for October 6 on felony 
charges of distribution of 
schedule I/II drugs, obstruc-
tion and resisting arrest.

Kyle Wesley Davis of Weems 
entered a guilty plea to felony 
distribution of a controlled 
substance. He was sentenced 
to five years, all suspended, 
and ordered to pay court costs 
of $1,949.28 and a $250 fine.

Cintez Carneal Gibson of 
Lancaster was scheduled for 
trial on felony distribution of 
schedule I/II drugs. The case 
was continued on a motion by 
defense.

Devon Kwadijeantis Kelley 
of Lancaster was scheduled for 
trial on felony distribution of 
schedule I/II drugs. The case 
was continued to September 
29.

The case of Robert Gray 
Shermer of Virginia Beach, 
charged with misdemeanor 
and felony distribution of mar-
ijuana and felony distribution 
of schedule I/II drugs, was set 
for trial on October 6.

The case of Shadonta Lateef 
Beane of Merry Point, charged 
with two felonies of distribu-
tion of schedule I/II drugs, was 
nolle prosequi by the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney.

The case of Judson Nicholas 
McGuire of Irvington was set 

for trial November 17 on two 
felony charges of disregard of 
a child’s life and three misde-
meanors for distribution of 
marijuana.

The case of Deandra Lee 
Lucas, charged with two mis-
demeanors of possession and 
distribution of marijuana, was 
set for trial October 20.

Joshua Tyler Williams of 
Mathews qualified for a court 
appointed attorney. Trial was 
set for September 3 on charges 
of felony receiving stolen 
goods, credit card fraud and 
larceny.

H E AT H S V I L L E — R e c -
ognizing his contributions to 
Northumberland organizations 
and services performed for 
individuals, Northumberland 
Association for Progressive 
Stewardship (NAPS) recently 
named Bill Estell its 2017 Dis-
tinguished Citizen.

The formal award presenta-
tion will be made at the NAPS 
Annual Social from 4 to 7 p.m. 
October 14 at the Bay Quar-
ter Shores Community Club 
House, 1004 Bay Quarter 
Drive, Heathsville.

Estell’s contributions to Nor-
thumberland organizations 
include president of the Nor-
thumberland Public Library 
board of trustees for four years 
and president of NAPS for six 
years, reported NAPS board 
member Jay Walker.

In addition, he has been on 
the board of the Reedville Fish-
ermen’s Museum and a long-
time docent at the museum. 
During the re-building of the 
Friends of the Northumberland 

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m. Thursday, September 
7, at The Carpenter Building, 
222 Taylor Street, Colonial 
Beach.

Items on the agenda will 
include a crab harvest survey; 
Oyster Strategic Planning 
Panel, Oyster/Clam and Crab 
Advisory Committee reports; 
the Oyster Management 
Reserve Program; the Rota-
tional Natural Oyster Harvest 
Program with discussion on 
the future of the Cedar Point 
Oyster Bar; presentations on 
the American eel survey by Dr. 
Troy Tucker and on cownose 
rays by Bob Fisher, both of the 
Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science; updates on the status 
of the Potomac River Atlantic 
menhaden harvest; and discus-
sion of river-wide female crab 
harvest restrictions for man-
agement year 2017-18.

Other items will include 
a summary of the August 
Atlantic States Marine Fish-
eries Commission meeting; 
adoption of the 2017-18 gill 
net season dates, the 2017-18 
oyster season dates, and days 
and time limits, including 
Jones Shore and river-wide 
daily bushel limits for oys-
ters.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will convene at 7 p.m. 
tonight, August 31, in the 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road.

Davenport and Company 
will give a presentation updat-
ing a bid award for a $2.5 mil-
lion revenue anticipation note. 
Treasurer Bonnie Dickson 
requested the note as a bridge 
for county funding until collec-
tion of 2017 taxes in Decem-
ber.

Also on the agenda, super-
visors will hold public hear-
ings concerning a “no wake” 
request for Dymer Creek, pro-
posed amendments adding the 
Windmill Point boat ramp to 
the county’s public boat land-
ing regulations, and an appli-
cation to amend proffers on a 
previously approved rezoning 
at 3611 Irvington Road near 
Irvington by Big Red Enter-
prises LLC. 

Supervisors also will con-
sider an application for spe-
cial exception by Larry Mead 
Benson and Michael Joseph 
Andrews Jr. to place a manu-
factured home at 302 Senora 
Road in the Salt Aire subdivi-
sion, and an application for 
change of zoning classifica-
tion from residential to limited 
industrial by Otho and Dan-
dridge Carlson for property on 
Mary Ball Road across from 
Kamps Mill Road.

There will be a closed ses-
sion on personnel and legal 
matters.

NAPS to honor Bill Estell as
the 2017 Distinguished Citizen

Bill Estell

Public Library, he volunteered 
to join the board and serves as 
vice president.

After retiring from the U.S. 
Navy in 1991, Estell went back 
to school, earned a master’s 
in education and taught math 
at Wakefield High School in 

Arlington. When he moved 
full time to Northumberland 
County, he taught at Rappahan-
nock Community College as an 
adjunct professor. He also was a 
substitute math teacher at Nor-
thumberland Middle School.

Estell has tutored kids in 
math at the library and helped 
students in an after-school read-
ing program at Northumberland 
Elementary School. He has 
been a regular volunteer at the 
library desk for 21 years. Estell 
has served as treasurer of the 
White Sand Harbour Property 
Owners’ Association for 19 
years.

“When I was campaigning 
for the Northumberland board 
of supervisors some years 
ago, I spoke of preserving the 
essence of our community, pro-
viding education opportunities 
for our children and protecting 
the environment. And that’s 
what NAPS is all about,” said 
Estell.

He lives with Jinny, his wife 
of 55 years, in Edwardsville.

The Agenda
Local Government News

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Madison White Franks of child abuse and malicious 
wounding, was continued for 
trial September 26. 

The case of Larry T. Wil-
liams of Richmond, charged 
with three felonies of carnal 
knowledge with a 13- or 
14-year old without force, was 
carried over for sentencing 
November 21. 
August 22 

The case of Keith A. Branem 
of Richmond, charged with a 
felony of a probation violation, 
was set for trial November 1. 

The case of Carlos A. Liv-
erpool of Burgess, charged 
with a misdemeanor of falsely 
reporting to a law enforce-
ment officer and two felonies 
of obtaining money under false 
pretenses and possessing a 
controlled substance, was set 
for trial November 7. 

The case of Sheldon P. Cox 
of Heathsville, charged with a 
felony of failing to appear, was 
continued to September 12. 

The case of Jason A. Ritchie 
of Lottsburg, charged with two 
felonies of destruction of prop-
erty and burglary, was set for 
trial November 7. 

The case of Holly Gough of 
Lottsburg, charged with two 
misdemeanors of possessing a 
controlled substance and a pro-
bation violation, was continued 
to September 5. 

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Over the now more than a third of a cen-
tury that I have written this item, one 

of the greatest pleasures of the process 
has been making friendships with the staff 
members and others who have contributed 
articles to the Rappahannock Record.

 Linda Troise, who served for many years 
as the newspaper’s advertising manager, 
remains an outstanding example of the qual-
ity of the folks who have worked here.

Linda and her husband, K.C., who is the 
paper’s ombudsman for resolving all tech-
nical problems relating to the computer (I 
speak with him often), formed a perfect 
couple, both being extraordinarily proficient 
in their work and wonderful people to know. 
Linda, who had retired some years ago, died 
this week after a protracted illness with 
cancer.  

As advertising manager, despite the pres-
sure of getting everyone’s ad taken, format-
ted, placed and published, Linda each week 
continued to be the ultimate professional. 
Regardless of the constraints of time, she 
had a cheery word for everyone who passed 
by her desk and came to know her clients 

personally as well as professionally. For 
Linda, nothing appeared to be a burden, or if 
it was, she accepted it and moved forward in 
a spirit of camaraderie and good fellowship.

In dealing with her clients Linda made the 
advertising experience personal. She took a 
keen interest in the clients’ businesses and 
saw her task being to help them to achieve 
the service goals to which they aspired in 
working with their customers. She was a 
master graphic artist, who could produce a 
layout that made a memorable impression 
on readers and clients alike. She thrived on 
the challenge of putting the piece together 

in less than a week, knowing well that the 
following week she would be formulating a 
new presentation, usually from scratch. In 
all of her work she was the model of compo-
sure and self-assurance and she won count-
less awards for the products she brought 
forth.

In the room adjoining Linda’s, her hus-
band, K.C., sits behind a computer screen 
that is larger than most flat screen televi-
sions. Its face resembles that of an airplane 
cockpit panel with more icons and symbols 
than anyone seemingly could master, but 
master them K.C. has and on numerous 
occasions he has been responsible for suc-
ceeding in getting this item to the editor. He 
treats his job as a matter of course, whereas 
I stand bewildered by what all of the images 
mean.

Linda took great interest in the arrival of 
the two B.E.s and kept up with their growth 
and development. Such was a typical reac-
tion on her part. She thrived on hearing good 
news about people and genuinely shared in 
their happiness. When she retired, she left a 
huge following of devoted clients and cus-

tomers who appreciated her professionalism 
and valued her friendship.

Linda was a native of Los Angeles, but 
she left the California hubbub behind her to 
merge into the quiet rural life of suburban 
Mollusk in Lancaster County, Virginia.  She 
was a person who was at home in any sur-
rounding and shined in any circumstance. 

Linda and K.C. proved that a married 
couple could attain the same level of hap-
piness in the workplace that they enjoyed in 
their home life. Although their fields were 
different, they blended together, happily 
spending their working hours in each other’s 
company.  

In her retirement years Linda maintained 
her interest in the community and whenever 
we met in the grocery store, our conversa-
tion began where we had left it from the 
previous time. Linda was a lovely, whole-
some lady, who came to the Northern Neck 
to enjoy our quality of life and in the process 
made that quality richer and more profound 
by her very being here.

Linda Rose Case Troise, December 5, 
1947– August 27, 2017.  R.I.P.

When she retired, she left a 
huge following of devoted 
clients and customers who 
appreciated her profes-
sionalism and valued her 
friendship.

Focal Point

A clouded sulphur butterfly lands on an orange canna lily in a Weems backyard. 
 

Photo by Kathy Haurand

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Alone in our town, without 
family and few friends, on his 
day off, a young man decides 
to enjoy the fine weather sitting 
in Kilmarnock's brand new 
Town Centre Park to listen to 
music with ear phones, content 
being on his own.

After a while, he notices a 
woman staring at him intently, 
even with hostility. Is she 
unwell or unhinged? Certainly, 
he does not know her. How 
would he? After all, his work 
is behind the scenes in an area 
restaurant and he has no con-
tact with customers. 

A town police car enters 
the park. The officers come 
directly to him and begin drill-
ing him, treating him like he is 
a suspect, a criminal. But why? 
He has done nothing wrong, 
nothing against the law or 
illegal. Surely, there has been 
some mistake?

As the story unfolds, the 
delusional woman is afraid. 
She fears who and what she 
does not recognize or under-
stand, anyone she does not 
know, people who aren't her 
cousins or classmates she grew 
up with in her sheltered, rural 
world. 

Imagination trumps Chris-
tian charity. Her ignorant prej-
udice ruins the young man's 
outing. 

Eventually, this woman seeks 
out the young man's employer, 
to apologize. Perhaps she is a 
patron of his restaurant and 
does not want to be turned away 
when she wants a quick carry 

Profiled in the park out meal? He was wrongfully 
accused due to her paranoia, 
harassed by the police like a 
criminal, for simply sitting on 
a bench in the park, minding 
his own business, listening to 
music on his day off. But, did 
she have the decency, breeding 
or courage to apologize to the 
young man?

Not yet. Will she now?
Welcome to our world. This 

incident occurred last week. 
May we treat strangers in our 

community better than she did.
Ethan Brent,

Irvington

In the current controver-
sies over Confederate stat-
ues, I see bigotry, bullying 
and cowardice. 

The bigotry is painting 
a negative caricature of a 
people and time in history, 
not unlike the Nazi cari-
catures of Jews, blaming 
them for the defeat and mis-
eries that followed World 
War I. Caricaturing his-
tory replaces its truths with 
indoctrination in the world-
view of those with power, 
in turn dooming us to repeat 
history.

The bullying is the demon-
ization and violence toward 
persons that movements 
like Occupy Wall Street, 
Antifas and Black Lives 
Matter disagree with. Sup-
porters may think (or hope) 
their intentions are good, 
but their behaviors mimic 
the Nazi Brown Shirts that 

Avoid a cat fight

helped pave the path for 
Hitler and, if successful, can 
only lead to a similar end.

The cowardice is the inca-
pacity of officials, elected 
or appointed, to exhibit the 
moral courage to stand up 
to bullying. Faced with bul-
lies, officials seem to scurry 
to appease when they sense 
any risk. 

This business is not about 
achieving racial healing, but 
the opposite. In a climate of 
identity politics, no minority 
can be allowed to see that the 
playing field is already about 
as level as human nature 
allows and that success in 
life is actually in their hands, 
for then they would have no 
need for the power hungry 
whose influence depends 
on minorities as victims 
put upon by an unfair soci-
ety. With real racism all but 
gone it’s become necessary 
to foster the illusion of it. 
Hence there is never honest 
debate, just the sharp claws 
of angry cats.

Polls show the great major-
ity of Americans would keep 
the monuments. But to say 
so invites a clawing. Clawing 
back simply starts a cat f ight. 
Best we steel ourselves to be 
like scratching posts. Let 
the cats scratch, but the post 
remain immovable and let 
officialdom see that. And let 
us pray, openly and privately 
for the cats, for most are not 
bad, simply foolish, led by a 
bad few.

Edgar Doleman,
Heathsville

YOUR LETTERS

Born in 1921, I had the good 
fortune to come of age in time 
to help defend our country 
from the ravages of the most 
evil regime in the history of 
mankind.

We succeeded in defeating 
that monstrosity and many of 
us thought we had seen the 
end of the base from which it 
had emerged. Apparently the 
demise of Nazism and its atten-
dant hatred did not occur. We 
have seen the re-emergence of 
this evil in the recent events in 
Charlottesville and elsewhere. 

Those of us who lived 
beyond that 1940s blood bath, 
to some extent, were not suc-
cessful in eliminating this evil. 

I have, on many occasions in 
the decades since, been praised 
and thanked for our “heroic 
efforts” in winning the conflict.

I think it is now time for all 
those well-wishers to stand up 
and throw the “neo-whatev-
ers,” their supporters and apol-
ogists out of government and 
demonstrate appreciation of 
our World War II sacrifices by 
bringing us good government 
and a prosperous future.

G.W. Frayne, retired USAAF,
Reedville

It’s time to
make a stand

A recent letter showed how 
pending legislation could 
affect education and health 
care in various localities. How-
ever, education and health care 
are but two areas which could, 
eventually, be considered for 
change. For example, pro-
grams enacted under the "War 
on Poverty" could soon be 
severely impacted.

Our federal Constitution 
tasked the government with 
defense of the states, regula-
tion of interstate commerce 
and representation of the states 
to foreign governments. The 
Kennedy and Johnson years 
saw a mushrooming of federal 
responsibilities and many later 
administrations continued in 
the same vein.

New rules from the fed are 
bound to be painful if, in fact, 
we the people actually want 
reversals of many current gov-
ernmental practices. If current 
federal services are to remain 
in place things would continue 
as they are. Taxes, for example, 
would remain steady. How-
ever, ultimately the costs of 
any implemented changes to 
services could fall to the states 
and localities as seen in last 
week's letter.

State taxes could increase 
proportionately to the cost of 
change and, in that case, would 
fall to all taxpaying citizens, 
including the rich. At the same 
time, however, such changes 
would return considerable 
power to the states.

At present most of the states 
and localities are ill-equipped 
to assume what would be new 
obligations for them. The 
need for local involvement in 
government would increase 

Changes could
be drastic

dramatically. Local taxes, to 
include property taxes, would 
increase, toll booths and tolls 
would become more common. 
Demands for volunteerism 
would mushroom.

I would urge that every citi-
zen consider the above infor-
mation and inform our elected 
representatives of their opin-
ions.

Russ Kowalski,
Wicomico Church

I and other Lancaster County 
Republicans watched recent 
events in Charlottesville, punc-
tuated by the murder of an 
innocent woman and the death 
of two Virginia State Troopers, 
with a mixture of dismay and 
disgust. 

We applaud the exercise of 
free speech, as protected by the 
First Amendment. However, 
we resoundingly reject the fas-
cism that some of the protesters 
touted and dismiss as unAmeri-
can the white supremacists and 
their message of segregation. 
Clearly, some extreme left-
ists came to Charlottesville to 
seek a confrontation. Too, the 
City of Charlottesville failed 
to maintain public order. Both 
of them deserve to be called to 
account for that. 

However, it was the fascists 
and white supremacists who 
brought the matches to Char-
lottesville and lit the fuse. 
Accordingly, they deserve spe-
cial condemnation.

American fascists and white 
supremacists are not great in 
number; they occupy only a 
small cul-de-sac in our politi-
cal spectrum. With limited 
political appeal to most Ameri-
cans, their public displays are 
little more than an adventure in 
delusion. They use threats and 
violence to insert themselves 
forcibly into the national con-
versation and intimidation to 
achieve the political influence 
that their beliefs have failed to 
elicit. We reject their methods 
as completely as we reject their 
views. 

The Republican Party creed 
states that we believe that all 
citizens are entitled to equal 
rights, justice and opportuni-
ties. As a Republican, I see 
the actions of the fascists and 
white supremacists as an attack 
on our political institutions and 
on our Constitution. It is only 
identity politics, run amok. 

We are determined to stand 
up for our freedoms and for our 
Constitution against those who 
would pervert them. I encour-
age the citizens of Lancaster 
county to join with us in striv-
ing to achieve the society and 
the nation that our founding 
fathers envisioned for us.

Michael H. Schoelwer, 
White Stone

Behavior
unbecoming

So now, Trump pardons Joe 
Arpaio, a sheriff in violation 
of a court order to cease dis-
criminating against Hispanic-
appearing individuals.

Arpaio did not change his 

Impeach Trump

conduct and continued his ille-
gal behavior.

Now Trump has pardoned 
Arpaio after he was convicted 
but before he was sentenced.

I know there are those right-
wing supporters who will sup-
port Trump's bigoted action 
but come on, people, how can 
anyone support Trump any-
more?

When will Congress act to 
address the Trump issue? He is 
unfit for the presidency. He is 
obstructing justice in the inves-
tigation of the Russian election 
meddling. 

Enough is enough. Call your 
Congressman, Rob Wittman 
202-225-4261, to tell him to 
pressure Paul Ryan to draw up 
Articles of Impeachment on 
multiple grounds of Trump's 
crimes.

Tom Armstrong,
Reedville

Where’s the America I remem-
ber?

“Heil Trump,” the chant of 
the Neo-Nazis in Charlottesville 
was jarring. I am old enough to 
remember World War II. I had 
cousins wounded and killed in 
that war, but America prevailed 
and led the reconstruction of 
the battleground countries to 
become the beacon of freedom 
for the world.

When I saw clips from 
Trump’s rally in Phoenix, my 
mind switched back to the news-
reels in movie theaters in the 
1940s showing Hitler exhort-
ing large crowds of enthusiastic 
followers. The similarities were 
frightening. How has America 
descended to this state? Is there 
a way back to the pursuit of 
the values to which we used to 
aspire?

It will be difficult. The Repub-
lican State Leadership Commit-
tee (RSLC), taking advantage of 
the public’s ignorance or disin-
terest in how legislative districts 
are drawn, developed a machia-
vellian plan called REDMAP 
(Redistricting Majority Project) 
in advance of the 2010 elec-
tions. The goal was to target state 
legislative districts to turn state 
legislatures Republican for the 
2011 redistricting—especially in 
states where the state legislature 
did the redistricting. 

Aided by an ideological 
Supreme Court’s Citizens United 
verdict opening the floodgates for 
dark money, REDMAP was suc-
cessful beyond the RSLC’s wild-
est dreams. The gerrymandering 
as a consequence of REDMAP 
virtually assures that Congress 
and the state legislatures will be 
red until the 2021 redistricting. 
Even then, the firewall created 
by REDMAP makes it unlikely 
that anything will change.

 Our only hope is for the redis-
tricting process to be taken out of 
the hands of state legislatures.

My time is running short, but 
I fear that my grandchildren will 
never know the America that I 
once knew as a beacon for free-
dom.

Robert Wilson,
Reedville 

Future doesn’t
look promising
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Until further notice, 
starting October 4

will be CLOSED on 
WEDNESDAYS

Stylish Eyes

804-435-2620
266 N Main St. 

Kilmarnock

Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

k h k d

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!

Places to go and things  

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:

Mobile cuisine
 Bait and tackle

Dining at Cobb’s Creek Diner

Dream’s Fashion
B O U T I Q U E

453-9453 · 684-B Jessie duPont Highway, Burgess, VA

August 30 to September 5 
40%-50% Off All Summer Items

Friday ONLY September 1 - 
15% Off NEW Fall Clothing

Saturday September 2 - Hours 9 to 3
CLOSED Monday, September 4

LABOR DAY 
HOLIDAY SALE

Do you remember?
Four time world champion dancers Ed and Dot Cagley 
of Charlottesville perform in Dance Extravaganza 2001 
at the Lancaster Middle School theater, 191 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. The Cagleys earned a standing 
ovation, reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. Dance Extravaganza 2017, to benefit 
the museum, will be staged September 16 at the LMS 
Theater. Advance tickets are available at various 
businesses throughout the community, the museum and 
296-0930. "Do you remember?" is a public service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the Septem-

ber 1, 1927, issue of the Rap-
pahannock Record)
Ball's Neck

 Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Ambach have returned to 
their home at Hardings, after 
spending several days in Bal-
timore.

Miss Gladys Whittaker 
spent last week at Remo visit-
ing friends.

Mr. Hie Coles has pur-
chased a Ford coupe.

Mr. and Mrs. Silas Whit-
taker motored to Baltimore 
recently, spending several 
days there, also visited 
friends in Chestertown, Md.

Mr. and Mrs. Addison 
Christopher and daughter, 
Miss Virginia returned home 
from Baltimore on Monday 
last.

Mrs. James Cleary and 
interesting children left for 
their home in Baltimore last 
week, after spending the 
summer with the former's 
mother, Mrs. Bessie Kent. 
Miss Christine Waddey 
accompanied them home.

The friends of Miss Roxie 
Bently are glad to hear that 
her condition is improving. 
Miss Bently has been in the 
sanatorium in the Blue Ridge 
for several months for treat-
ment.

The revival services con-
ducted by Rev. Hays of Essex 
County at Morattico Church 
were thoroughly enjoyed.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Ambach left on Friday last 
for Baltimore.

Miss Gladys Whittaker 
returned home on Monday 
night.
Nuttsville

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Oneill 
and Mr. William Oneill, 
formerly of Baltimore are 
spending their vacation with 
their sister, Mrs. W. S. Cox of 
Taylors Creek.

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer and 
William Oneil and Mrs. W. 
S. Cox were dinner guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Taft on 
Monday last.

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Savin a 
daughter, Elsie, were dinner 
guests in the same home.

Mrs. M. E. Savin, who has 
been much indisposed, we are 
glad to know is able to be out 
again.

Mrs. M. E. Sanford of 
Rescue, Va., is spending a 
while with Mrs. T. B. Sanford 
of Ottoman.  She returned to 
Ottoman on Sunday last, after 
spending the week-end with 
Miss Carrie Barrack.

Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Keyser 
and family of Senora  were 
supper guests of the lady's 
parents on Sunday last.

Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Pittman 
and family were Sunday eve-
ning guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. M. Taft.  Mr. and Mrs. J. 
F. Taft and family were also 
in the same home on Sunday 
evening.

Mr. and Mrs. O. R. War-
wick were pleasant supper 

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee (LCDC) 
will hold their annual Labor 
Day picnic from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Monday, September 4, at the 
Masonic Lodge, 1434 Good-
luck Road, Kilmarnock.

The LCDC will host two 
candidates for the First Dis-
trict seat in the U.S. Congress, 
Edwin Santana and Tom Hicks, 
as well as District 99 House of 

Delegates candidate Francis 
Edwards.

The annual event is always 
well-attended but, with this 
year’s dramatic increase in 
membership and attendance, 
the committee expects a blow-
out crowd, said chairman Nick 
Magnani. The venue features 
all the comforts needed for 
a congenial get-together and 
the attendees are prepared for 

Edwin Santana Tom Hicks Francis Edwards

Lancaster Democrats to host 
candidates at annual picnic

The Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation (VFBF) AgPAC, 
Farm Bureau’s political action 
committee, recently announced 
its endorsement of 94 candidates 
for seats in the Virginia House of 
Delegates. 

The endorsements are based 
on recommendations of local 
committees of farmers.

“The mission of Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation AgPAC is to 
support candidates who under-
stand the value the agriculture 
industry brings to the Common-
wealth and the issues that sur-
round it, whether through their 
platforms or their voting records 
in the General Assembly,” said 
Wayne F. Pryor, VFBF presi-
dent and chairman of the VFBF 
AgPAC board of trustees.

 “We look forward to working 
with them to help support Virgin-
ia’s No. 1 industry,” added Pryor.

The VFBF AgPAC endorsed 
incumbents District 98 Del. Keith 
Hodges of Urbanna and District 
99 Del. Margaret Ransone of 
Kinsale.

Del. Hodges serves on the 
Chesapeake Bay Restoration 
Fund Advisory Committee, 
the Rappahannock River Basin 
Commission, the Substance 
Abuse Services Council, the 
Joint Subcommittee on Coastal 
Flooding and the House commit-
tees on counties, cities and towns; 
general laws; and health, welfare 
and institutions. 

Del. Ransone serves on the 
Chesapeake Bay Commission, 
the Rappahannock River Basin 
Commission, the Chesapeake 
Bay Restoration Fund Advisory 
Committee, the Joint Subcom-
mittee to Study Mental Health 
Services in the 21st Century, and 
the House committees on agri-
culture, Chesapeake and natural 
resources; commerce and labor; 
and privileges and elections.

The VFBF AgPAC previously 
endorsed Republican candidates 
Ed Gillespie for governor, Jill 
Vogel for lieutenant governor and 
John Adams for attorney general.

The election will be held 
November 7.

Virginia Farm Bureau
Federation AgPAC 
endorses 94 candidates 
for House of Delegates

guests in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. R. Savin.
Foxwells

Folks have been enjoying 
nice, cool weather for the last 
few days.  It is beginning to 
feel like fall.

Crabs are getting scarce 
and cheap.

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. A. 
Raines motored from Balti-
more Sunday, accompanied 
by their daughter and son-
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. B. T. 
Eichelberger of Brooklawn, 
N. J. They are visiting Mrs. 
Ira Raines.

Mrs. Susie Crandall had as 
her dinner guests on Wednes-
day Mrs. Jonnie George, Mrs. 
Lucy George, and Mrs. Flor-
ence George.

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Cran-
dall are all smiles. It's a girl.

Next Sunday is the first 
Sunday in September.  We 
will have preaching at our 
church. Let's all go and be on 
time as we have had a long 
rest.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

a good time. Reservations are 
encouraged. RSVP lancova-
dems@gmail.com.

The menu will include 
chicken, hot dogs, cold bever-
ages, potato salad, baked beans 
and sides and desserts provided 
by volunteers. Donations are 
$15 per person.  

Membership applications 
and renewals will be available 
onsite, added Magnani.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Happy 
Birthday
Bestie!
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Tappahannock Hospital

Friendly and personable

I was impressed

Excellent bedside manner

This is what 

your friends and 

neighbors are saying 

about Dr. Cross’ 

surgical care.

4.8 out of 5
Patient satisfaction rating

(200+ ratings as of April 2017)

Wirt W. Cross, M.D. 
Riverside Surgical Specialists  
Tappahannock 
804-443-6232

GENERAL SURGERY

Read comments from real patients  

riversideonline.com/DrWCross

K I L M A R N O C K —
“Strengthening unity in our 
community was a primary 
goal of our 2017 summer 
program,” said Boys & 
Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck (BGCNN) operations 
director Patrick Creed. “We 
accomplished this by build-
ing on our strong, ongoing 
community partnerships 
while also breaking ground 
on new relationships this 
year.”

More than 20 area agen-
cies, organizations and busi-
nesses partner with BGCNN 
as part of the Northern Neck 
Coalition on Youth, provid-
ing services and opportuni-
ties for club members that 
greatly enhance the pro-
grams already being offered 
by BGCNN. 

“Dream Field’s Summer 
Slam baseball and softball 
camp is a great example,” 
said Creed. “Seven of our 
youth received full scholar-
ships to attend the camp this 
year and, in return, BGCNN 
provided food for all of the 
participants.” 

“The partnership between 
Dream Fields and the Boys 
and Girls Club for the 2017 
Summer Slam was a huge 
success,” added Summer 
Slam director Damien 
Chrissy. “Children who were 
never exposed to baseball 
or softball got a weeklong 
experience that they will 

remember for a long time.”
“Other community part-

ners getting our kids really 
moving and active are Car-
ousel Physical Therapy and 
Abilities Abound Physical 
Therapy,” said Creed. “Abili-
ties Abound staff focused on 
fun, which the kids really 
enjoyed. Carousel staff did 
a great job focusing on the 
kid’s individual interests and 
teaching skills like targeted 
strengthening exercises and 
how to monitor their heart 
rates.” 

“The ultimate goal is to 
get kids moving and in good 
shape,” said Carousel staff 
member and Lancaster High 
School football coach Draper 
Washington. “We’re trying 
to show the importance of 
sports and being physically 
active.” 

Academic success is 
another priority that BGCNN 
fosters year round and thanks 
to a generous grant from the 
Wiley Foundation, BGCNN 
again provided Summer 
Brain Gain—a nationally 
researched program for ages 
6-9 that helps to offset learn-
ing loss over the summer 
months. 

A grant from the River 
Counties Community Foun-
dation enabled club teenag-
ers to participate in Youth 
Employment Services (YES) 
Academy, where they are 
able to learn money man-

agement skills, how to build 
resumes, apply for and inter-
view for jobs and more. 

“We want our teenagers to 
become actively invested in 
their f inancial futures,” said 
BGCNN teen director Richie 
Carter. “Learning skills on 
how to manage money and 
how to get and keep a job is 
essential.” 

Thirteen area businesses 
have partnered with BGCNN 
to set up interviews so the 
teens can practice their inter-
viewing skills, said Carter. 
He is grateful to Rappahan-
nock Community College for 
making classrooms available 
at the Kilmarnock campus to 
hold YES Academy classes. 

“BGCNN is also grateful 
to Lancaster County, Yankee 
Point Marina, the Kiwanis 
Club, area churches Grace 
Episcopal, Wicomico Bap-
tist, Campbell Presbyterian, 
Corrottoman Baptist, St. 
Mary’s Whitechapel Episco-
pal and all of the many indi-
viduals and other churches 
and businesses that donated 
funds in support of our 
summer program this year,” 
said BGCNN executive 
director Phillip Mumford. 
“We also thank the Rhondels 
and TSoul for their benefit 
concerts in August, and all 
who attended, which raised 
over $10,000.

“Because of this outpour-
ing of community support 

Carousel Physical Therapy owner Vicki VerMeer joined Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck operations director 
Patrick Creed, staff members and club kids during the 2017 Summer Program. 

Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck
2017 summer program unites community

we were able to offer 93 
scholarships to help local 
youth be able to attend and 
we were able to continue a 
dedicated bus service to the 
upper county area so that 25 
youth from that region had 
the opportunity to attend as 
well,” he said.

Some 282 youth attended 
overall with 124 attending 
each day on average, added 
Mumford. 

“I wish I could mention 
each of the many wonderful 
organizations and individu-
als that volunteer their time 
and resources to help make 
our Summer Program the 
success that it is,” he said. 
“We feel lucky to have such 
a strong community that is 
working together to build 
better futures for our youth. 
We couldn’t do this impor-
tant work without all of you.”

School-aged kids who catch 
colds or the flu from their 

classmates can quickly spread 
those colds to their family 
members, who then might 
spread the colds further when 
they go to work. Prevent-
ing the spread of colds and 
flu at school is a team effort 
that requires the assistance 
of not just parents, but also 
teachers and students. Still, 
parents might be the first line 
of defense when it comes to 
preventing the spread of cold 
and flu at school.

According to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, more than 38 mil-
lion school days are lost to the 
flu each year. Those lost days 
can affect students who miss 
lesson plans, but also affect 
parents, who often must take 
days off from work to tend to 
their sick children. 

While there’s no way for 
parents to guarantee their chil-
dren won’t catch a cold or the 
flu this school year, they can 
take various preventive mea-
sures to increase kids’ chances 
of staying healthy and achiev-
ing perfect attendance.

-
nized and that their immuniza-
tions are current. Vaccinations 
bolster kids immune systems. 
That’s important, as kids’ 
immune systems are natu-
rally less mature than adults’, 
making them more vulnerable 
to germs and viruses. The 
CDC recommends that adults 
and children receive their flu 
vaccinations in October while 
noting that such vaccinations 
can be administered as late as 
January and still prove effec-
tive. The CDC also recom-
mends that adults and children 
receive flu vaccinations each 
year. Additional vaccinations 
may not need to be admin-

istered as often, but parents 
should still ensure kids’ are 
up-to-date with their shots.

wash their hands. Kids often 
catch colds by rubbing their 
hands that have been exposed 
to cold virus germs on their 
noses or eyes. To prevent 
that, parents can teach kids 
to wash to their hands thor-
oughly, including scrubbing 
the backs of their hands, 
between their fingers and 
around their fingernails. Kids 
should know to wash their 
hands regularly, but espe-
cially after they use the bath-
room and before they eat, 
drink or touch their mouths, 
noses or eyes.

they are sick. Parents don’t 
want their children to miss 
school, but kids who are suf-
fering from colds or flu should 
be kept home. This prevents 
the spread of colds and flu 
to classmates and teachers, 
and time to rest at home may 
help youngsters recover more 
quickly.

common germ spots. Germs 
can be lurking anywhere, 
but some spots seem to 
make more welcome homes 
for germs than others. Stud-
ies have shown that kids 
were most likely to encoun-
ter germs in schools on 
water fountain spigots and 
on plastic cafeteria trays. 
Teach kids to never put their 
mouths on fountains and to 
avoid eating any food that 
might fall onto their trays in 
the cafeteria.

School-aged children are 
susceptible to colds and flu 
when spending time in the 
classroom. But parents can 
reduce their youngsters’ cold 
and flu risk in various ways.  

Reduce students’ risk of 
getting colds at school

Recently, at the bottom of my restau-
rant receipts, there is a listing of sug-
gested tips, by percentage of the bill.

When there is not a waiter involved in 
my order, only a cashier, I find this prac-
tice annoying. I don’t mind dropping 
change, or more, into a tip jar, especially 
when the workers are students, but to be 
instructed that my gratuity is rightfully 
20% or 30% gives me indigestion.

What is the etiquette in this case?
Perplexed, Weems

Dear Perplexed, 
Thank you for your question. I have received 

several complaints about these fairly recent 
additions to our bills and I think it might help 
to review the etiquette for food service tipping 
in 2017.

In informal eateries where there is no table 
service, customers place their order and then 
either pick it up or wait until a counter person 
delivers it. The customer clears his table and 
disposes of paper plates and plastic utensils on 
leaving. In such instances, no tips should be 
expected according to recently published man-
ners guides. 

However, most counter servers receive mini-
mum wage and minimum wage doesn’t go very 
far. So if there is a tip jar, it is a kind gesture to 
give spare change or up to 10% of the pre-tax 
amount.

In restaurants where there is table service, the 

etiquette is different. Often your servers depend 
on tips to augment their lower-than-minimum-
wage pay and it is expected that customers will 
reward their service. 

A general guideline would be that 15% per-
cent indicates good service; 20 % is the standard 
for great service and 25% is reserved for out-
standing service. Whatever amount you choose 
to tip, it’s reasonable not to tip on the tax.

My personal guide is a mix of the published 
etiquette and my own conscience. For what it 
is worth, I think that tipping in any restaurant 
situation is not optional. Even if the counter 
staff gives me sweet instead of unsweet tea, or 
my server flips a plate of eggplant parmesan in 
my lap, I assume my server is not on a personal 
vendetta to get me. She has spent time trying to 
at least furnish me with the basics. Therefore, I 
always leave a tip. 

Gratuities are expected and most often right-
fully given, to all manners of service workers. I 
have addressed the topic here only as it relates 
to food service. So I’m calling this the tip of 
the tipping iceberg and will happily answer any 
further questions readers have on this broad 
subject. I hope this eases your indigestion, Per-
plexed. 

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You 
Are Polite….LLC. You are invited to e-mail your 
manners questions to her and she will respond 
as time and space allow. You may contact her at 
youarepolite1@gmail.com and visit her website 
at becauseyouarepolite.com. RSVP!
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