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A solar eclipse viewing party was held at Kilmarnock 
Town Centre Park on Monday, August 21. The 
Lancaster Community Library provided 100 pairs of 
solar eclipse glasses on a first come first serve basis, 
one pair per family, and ran out quickly. Others 
made their own viewers out of cereal and shoe 
boxes and some used welding glasses to view the 
partial eclipse. Viewers also brought binoculars to 
project the sun and moon’s shadow onto the ground. 
Chesapeake Bank distributed mini MoonPies and 
Bay 101.7 broadcasted the event. As the peak 
time approached, viewers could not feel the sun as 
strongly on their skin. At peak time, approximately 
2:50 p.m. in the Northern Neck, some 83% of the sun 
was hidden by the moon. Photo by Madison White Franks

This image of the eclipse was recorded at about 2:45 
p.m. in Kilmarnock. It was shot through a welding 
mask. Photo by Mike Antonio

Lancaster Community
Library hosts solar eclipse

viewing party August 21

WHITE STONE—A State Corporation Commission (SCC) hearing exam-
iner released a report this week recommending that Dominion Energy trans-
mission lines across the Rappahannock River at the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge be placed underground rather than on towers, as proposed 
by the utility.

SCC senior hearing examiner Alexander F. Skirpan Jr. summarized the evi-
dence in the case, which started in 2015, and concluded that “Because of the 
significant and negative impacts of an overhead line on the viewshed and local 
economy, I find that an underground alternative best meets the needs identified 
in this proceeding and will reasonably minimize adverse impact on the scenic 
assets, historic districts and environment of the area concerned.”

Skirpan’s report now goes to the 
three-member commission, which 
regulates Virginia utilities. Com-
ments on his August 21 report must be 
received within 28 days.

The case began two years ago when 
White Stone restaurant owner William 
Barnhardt and Lancaster County won 
an injunction that stopped Domin-
ion’s construction of the towers and 
required the company to obtain SCC 
permission to build the new line, 
which would consist of 10 towers as 
high as 180 feet alongside the Norris 
Bridge. Dominion filed its application 
to build the towers in February 2016, 
and the SCC has conducted a series 
of public hearings, including a six-
day proceeding in Richmond in April 
2017.

Including Barnhardt, Lancaster 
County and the citizen activist non-
profit Save the Rappahannock Coali-
tion Inc., Skirpan notes that the SCC 
received 260 comments or testimony opposing Dominion’s application for the 
towers, and 42 comments or testimonies in favor of the application.

A copy of the 116 page report, which includes testimony from many local 
residents, may be found on the Record website, www.RRecord.com.

In the detailed report, Skirpan set forth the widely varying cost estimates 
for placing the lines under the river and recommended that the SCC require 
Dominion to obtain bids from various companies and cable manufacturers. 
Skirpan noted that Dominion witnesses testified underwater cables and instal-
lation could cost more than $100 million. He also noted that Henry Soleski, 
a retired 29-year veteran of the cable industry, testified that the same installa-
tion could be completed for one-fourth that amount, or less than Dominion’s 
estimate for its overhead towers.

Skirpan said he was skeptical of both sides’ cost estimates but he concluded 

Looking at Larry Chowning’s desk at the 
Southside Sentinel you might think he’s 

unorganized. You’d be wrong. In his files 
and piles of papers, are decades of historical 
photos and documents discovered during his 
40 years of digging up the past.

Chowning will be honored as grand marshal 
of the 2017 Urbanna Oyster Festival Novem-
ber 3 and 4.

Many folks know to bring historical papers 
and items to Chowning for evaluation and so 
they can be shared with other history buffs 
through his writings. Many of his historical 
stories have appeared in the Southside Senti-
nel, where Chowning started as a reporter in 
1981.

Chowning has been compared with John 
Boy of “The Walton’s” TV show. Like Walton, 
Chowning has written about the community in 
which he grew up, although many of his child-
hood memories have only been shared orally. 

However, he has written extensively about 
the ways of watermen through five books on 
the Chesapeake Bay. Chowning’s 1990 book, 
Harvesting the Chesapeake: Tools and Tradi-
tions, preserved in print the ways of water-
men, documenting how to splice rope, make a 
corn stalk broom, mend a net and much more. 
It was followed by Chesapeake Legacy: Tools 
& Traditions.    

“Marsh rabbit”
His experiences add authenticity to his writ-

ing. For a time, Chowning tried harvesting 
from the water. He fished for eels and trapped 
muskrats in marshes. He’s written a story 
about how to cook muskrat as told by an old-
timer who said a more appetizing name for the 
creature is “marsh rabbit.” 

Chowning is at ease talking with folks who 
live close to the land and water, and speaking 
to groups including museum patrons, history 
buffs and historical organizations in Virginia 
and Maryland. He was picked to exhibit on 
the National Mall in Washington, D.C., for the 
National Folklife Festival.

Chowning is a storyteller. On a recent trol-
ley tour during the Urbanna Founders Day 
Celebration, Chowning wowed the audience 
with his casual and humorous style.   

His list of accomplishments is long and one 
story could not cover them all. But remember 
this: no one in Middlesex County knows more 
about its history than Larry S. Chowning.
Early days

Chowning’s writing goes back to at least 
1965. As a 15-year-old aspiring writer, he 
was a “stringer” for the Richmond Times-
Dispatch, which paid him a nickel a word. He 
covered the Middlesex board of supervisors, 
which was composed of three men who met in 
Urbanna. 

Even then Chowning knew to capture the 

essence of a story. At one meeting, a supervi-
sor called someone “a dirty rotten skunk” and 
Chowning quoted him. 

When Chowning went to the next board 
meeting, the sheriff was waiting for him and, 
at the direction of the supervisors, the wide-
eyed fledgling reporter was removed and 
banned from future meetings. Those were 
the days of “smokey back rooms” and before 
Virginia adopted the Freedom of Information 
Act.
National Fisherman Magazine

A field editor for the trade publication 
National Fisherman Magazine since 1980, 
Chowning is known and respected by those 
who make a living from the water. He con-
tinues to travel the region finding stories to 
further catalog the ever-changing ways that 
people make a living from the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

Chowning’s other books, which he sells, 
include Barcat Skipper: Tales of a Tangier 
Island Waterman; Soldiers at the Doorstep: 
Civil War Lore; Chesapeake Bay Buyboats; 
Deadrise and Cross-Planked; Signatures In 
Time: A Living History of Middlesex County, 
Virginia; Urbanna (Images of America); and 
Deltaville (Images of America).

He’s currently working on his 11th book—
another one about Middlesex.

HEATHSVILLE—It took just 13 
minutes to pass out 200 free eclipse 
viewing glasses Saturday at the Nor-
thumberland Public Library in Heaths-
ville. Over 150 people were lined up out-
side the library entrance several minutes 
before the doors opened at 9 a.m.

The glasses were provided by the Nor-
thumberland Association for Progressive 
Stewardship (NAPS) in partnership with 
the library. NAPS officers and library 
staff were clearly stunned by the turn-
out, although the large number of phone 
inquiries received two days prior to the 
event was an early indication.

“We knew ahead of time that we had 

to move the distribution from the main 
room to the meeting room in order to 
handle a big crowd and the procedure 
worked,” said NAPS president Mike 
Ahart. “It also was clear that we had 
to have a limit of one pair per person. 
People understood that they had to 
share. We were very happy that so many 
people donated to cover the cost of the 
glasses.”

As the glasses were distributed, 
Ahart pointed out that during the two-
and-a-half hours the partial eclipse 
would be visible in the Northern Neck 
area, August 21, no one would want 
to watch for more than a few minutes 

at a time. In fact the glasses manu-
facturer, Explore Scientific LLC of 
Springdale, Arizona, specifically states 
in its user instructions to limit viewing 
to three minutes intermittently during 
the eclipse. The company also lists 
all of the safety specifications that the 
glasses meet.

Some of the people collecting their 
glasses, like Judy Burgess from Reed-
ville and Eve Jordan from Heathsville, 
said they planned to drive to South Caro-
lina in order to view the full eclipse. 

“You only live once for an opportunity 
like this,” said Jordan. “This NAPS proj-
ect was a great idea.”

Eclipse glasses scooped up in a flash

Urbanna native, historian, civic leader named Oyster Festival grand marshal

Larry S. Chowning will serve as grand marshal 
of the 2017 Urbanna Oyster Festival November 
3 and 4.

by Tom Chillemi

SCC examiner rejects 
Dominion’s towers 
plan for crossing the 
Rappahannock River

“Our focus is on providing 
the most reliable electric 
system at a reasonable cost 
to our customers in the 
Northern Neck region. We 
are reviewing the hearing 
examiner’s report and will 
respond next month. How-
ever, we remain steadfast 
that the overhead route is 
the best option for reliabil-
ity, cost and minimizing 
impact and we will make 
that case before the SCC.”

—Dominion Energy

More solar eclipse coverage appears on page D6
SCC EXAMINER REJECTS PLAN, continued on page A2

GRAND MARSHAL, continued on page A2
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that even if the cost of install-
ing cables underground is 
higher, the expense is justified 
because of the circumstances.

“While the record in this 
case does not permit a precise 
estimate of the added cost of 
an underground option, as dis-
cussed more fully above [in 
the report], the likely added 
cost of an underground option 
is substantial,” stated Skir-
pan. “However, in this case I 
find that the Proposed 115 kV 
Overhead Route will signifi-
cantly and negatively impact 
the viewshed, especially the 
currently uninterrupted views 
of the Rappahannock River 
and Chesapeake Bay from the 
Norris Bridge. Moreover, this 
viewshed is vital to a local 
economy dependent on tourism 
and retirees moving to the area.

“Closely tied to an economy 
dependent on tourism and retir-
ees moving to the area is the 
negative impact of the added 
towers and fenders may have on 
boating,” he said. “In this case, I 
find that the negative impacts of 
the Proposed 115 kV Overhead 
Route outweigh the added cost 
of an underground option.”

Oyster Festival
Chowning and John Eng-

land founded “Education 
Day,” which is held annually 
as part of the Urbanna Oyster 
Festival, then guided it for 
eight more years. Its mission 
is to bring an understanding of 
the Chesapeake Bay ecology, 
history, heritage and future to 
students and the public. Under 
the auspices of the Oyster 
Festival, it is now known as 
the Marine Science Legacy 
Program and Oyster Festival 
Education Day.

Chowning has served on the 
Urbanna Oyster Festival Foun-
dation Board and is currently 
serving his fourth term on the 
Urbanna Town Council. He 
served two terms in the late 
1970s and early 1980s.
Family 

Chowning and his wife Dee, 
who enjoys gardening, live in 
Urbanna in the home his great-
grandfather built after return-
ing home from soldiering in 
the Civil War. They are owners 
of Make Thyme, a garden and 
gift shop in Urbanna and are 
members of Urbanna United 
Methodist Church. They have 
been married for 44 years and 
have three children, Damon, 
Peyton and Hannah and six 
grandchildren.

Urbanna Oyster Festival 
Foundation chairman Joe 
Heyman said Chowning has 
been an advocate for the Oyster 
Festival through the years. 

“Probably no one has done 
as much on the history of 
oyster culture through his 
research and writing,” said 
Heyman. “And, he took a major 
role in creating the recent 
oyster history display at the 

Urbanna Visitor’s Center and 
Museum.

“Larry is a well-respected 
community leader,” he said.  

“I want to thank the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival Foundation for 
selecting me grand marshal,” 
said Chowning. “The festival 
is one of the most well-known 
festival events in Virginia and 
has, for a long time, played a 
positive economic role in the 
life of our county.

“It is much more than that 
for me though. My grandfather 
and grandmother, Raymond 
and Minnie Blake and their 
ancestors before them, relied 
on the oyster beds of the Rap-
pahannock for sustenance and 
as a way to earn money to live. 
The oyster greatly enhanced 
my mother’s family’s way 
of life and that of so many 
other families in Middlesex,” 
Chowning said.

“The festival is a tribute and 
a symbol of what the oyster has 
meant to our area and what it 
means today. Since our begin-
ning, the one natural resource 
we have in Middlesex that has 
been generationally constant 
is our rivers, creeks and bay. 
A product of that, the Rap-
pahannock and Piankatank 
river oysters have helped and 
are helping us today to grow 
and prosper as a community. A 
positive by-product of that is 
the Urbanna Oyster Festival,” 
he said.    

“Finally, I want to thank the 
hundreds of festival volun-
teers. The festival is 60 years 
old this year and throughout 
it there have been hundreds of 
extremely dedicated volunteers. 
Thank you all!” Chowning 
said. 

Key exchange
Kay Shelton of Morattico takes possession of her new 2017 Toyota Tacoma four-wheel 
drive pickup truck, the grand prize in this summer’s 82nd Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department Firemen’s Festival raffle. Shelton only bought one ticket in her name and 
one ticket in her husband’s on a Wednesday night during the carnival. Presenting the 
truck keys last week is festival president Johnny Smith. 

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town Council may have 
set a record with its fastest meeting ever on Monday, August 
21—6 minutes and 45 seconds from beginning to end. 

Councilman Michael Sutherland moved to dispense with the 
reading of committee reports because the only related action 
would be the monthly appropriation disbursement to cover 
expenses. The appropriations were approved as presented by the 
administration and finance committee.

 Council member Emerson Gravatt seconded the motion and it 
passed, 4-0, with support from council member Betsy Crowther, 
vice mayor Rebecca Nunn, Sutherland and Gravatt. Councilmen 
Keith Butler and Dr. Curtis Smith were absent.

Mayor Mae Umphlett said there is nothing going on in the 
town that needs to be discussed and everything is going smoothly. 

The next town council meeting will be Monday, September 18.
After the motion from Gravatt for adjourning, Umphlett said 

that’s a record! 

Kilmarnock council
zips through meeting

by Madison White Franks

Grand marshal
continued from page A1

SCC examiner rejects plan
continued from page A1

IRVINGTON—The Irvington town council will hold a 
workshop at 5:30 p.m. September 7 to discuss a finance policy 
and the employee manual.

This is a change from a previously reported September 9 date.

CLARAVILLE—The Northumberland school board 
will hold a special session at 8:15 a.m. today, August 24, in the 
guidance department of the high school, 201 Academic Lane, 
Claraville.

The board will convene in closed session to discuss student 
matters regarding placement of a specific student and personnel 
appointments.

Following Skirpan’s announce-
ment, Dominion Energy issued 
the following statement: “Our 
focus is on providing the most 
reliable electric system at a rea-
sonable cost to our customers in 
the Northern Neck region. We 
are reviewing the hearing exam-
iner’s report and will respond 
next month. However, we remain 
steadfast that the overhead route 
is the best option for reliability, 
cost and minimizing impact and 
we will make that case before the 
SCC.”

Meanwhile, Barnhardt’s attor-

ney, Michael York, said: “This 
is a very significant ruling and 
we’re looking forward to pre-
senting our comments to the 
commissioners. There’s no ques-
tion that this spot on the lower 
Rappahannock is a unique and 
beautiful part of the Virginia 
landscape and we believe we 
presented a compelling case for 
placing the line underground. 
We also believe we demonstrated 
why this is the rare instance 
where underground is safer, 
more reliable and less expensive 
than overhead towers.”

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Lancaster County Sher-
iff Patrick McCranie this 
week reported misdemeanor 
charges against four individu-
als.

A Merry Point Road man, 
19, was charged August 18 
with assault and battery. 

A Blackstump Road man, 
60, was charged August 18 
with stalking-violation of a 
protective order. 

A School Street subject, 24, 
was charged August 18 with 
assault and battery. 

A Christ Church Road man, 
29, was charged August 18 
with failing to appear on a mis-
demeanor charge. 
Activity report

August 14: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Lakemont 
Road for a verbal disagree-
ment, to a walk-in report of the 
theft of an antique item, to the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge for an elderly male 
walking on the bridge, to the 
400 block of White Hall Road 
to investigate the theft of a four 
wheeler and other items, and to 
the 500 block of Wilson Lane 
for a suspicious vehicle.

August 15: Staff responded 
to the 1800 block of Windmill 
Point Road to assist emer-
gency services with entry 
into a home, to Weems Road 
for a subject assaulted with a 
weapon, to the 500 block of 
Wilson Lane for a suspicious 
vehicle, to Courthouse Road 
for a single-vehicle traffic 
crash, to Devil’s Bottom Road 
for a suspicious person, to 
the 9000 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash, to School Street to 
assist the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) with the 
report of two young men dis-
playing weapons, to a walk-in 
report of a civil issue resulting 
in a trespass, and to the 1600 
block of Morattico Road for 
an assault.

August 16: Staff responded 
to the 400 block of King 

Carter Drive for an attempt to 
defraud an innkeeper, and to 
the 2000 block of Windmill 
Point Road for a mentally ill 
subject possibly in need of 
services.

August 17: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Lara Ridge 
Road for a possible suicidal 
person, to the 8000 block of 
Courthouse Road for the report 
of the discovery of an elderly 
male that has been reported 
missing out of Maryland, to 
the 100 block of Harris Drive 
for a mentally ill subject, to a 
walk-in complaint of the vio-
lation of a protective order, to 
the 400 block of King Carter 
Drive for vandalism of vehicle 
tires, to the Norris Bridge for 
a single-vehicle traffic crash, 
and to the 700 block of Devils 
Bottom Road for a domestic 
disturbance.

August 18: Staff responded 
to the 500 block of Chesapeake 
Drive for a vehicle versus 
building crash, to a walk-in 
report of assault with the use of 
a weapon, to Old Salem Road 
for a disabled vehicle causing 
a traffic hazard, and to the 1100 
block of Carlson Road for the 
report of child abuse.

August 19: Staff responded 
to 3700 block of Weems Road 
for vandalism of shrubbery, to 
the 8600 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a lost wallet which 
was later recovered, to the 
3600 block of Weems Road for 
a child custody dispute, to the 
5200 block of Mary Ball Road 
for four suspicious males, and 
to the 100 block of School 
Street to assist KPD with the 
report of a shotgun displayed 
and brandished toward a 
person.

August 20: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Westland 
Drive for a possible suicidal 
person, to the 1800 block of 
Davis Mill Road for a domes-
tic disturbance that resulted in 
an assault, to the 600 block of 
North Main Street for a sus-

KILMARNOCK—A house at 15860 
Mary Ball Road in Kilmarnock is believed 
to be a total loss following a fire Saturday 
night that stretched into the early morning 
hours of Sunday. 

At approximately 9:25 p.m. on August 

19, a call came into Lancaster dispatch 
reporting a house fire that was fully 
involved. 

At the time of the fire, no one was in the 
home, the residence of Amir Rasoul, said 
chief Roy Hall. 

During a routine search throughout 
the house, a firefighter found and saved a 

young pit bull, he said. The Kilmarnock-
Lancaster Rescue Squad gave the dog 
oxygen then the dog was taken to the Lan-
caster Animal Shelter and is “good to go,” 
he said. 

The house is a total loss and has been 
condemned, according to Hall. The cause 
of the fire is under investigation.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster County Circuit Court con-
vened on August 18. Judge R. Michael McKenney presided over 
the following cases.

Maria F. Thompson’s trial on seven felony charges of forgery/
uttering, one felony probation violation and four misdemeanor 
charges of obtaining money under false pretenses was continued 
to September 22 on a motion by defense.

Keywon Maquee Gaskins of Kilmarnock, charged with felony 
distribution of a controlled substance and misdemeanor distribu-
tion of marijuana, was scheduled for arraignment. Trial will be 
set October 20.

Samantha Renee Ellis of Warsaw, charged with felony dis-
tribution of marijuana and grand larceny, was scheduled for 
arraignment. Trial will be set September 22. 

WINDMILL POINT—A sewage spill that closed the boat 
ramp at Windmill Point Marina, 40 Windjammer Lane in Lan-
caster County, on August 10 has been resolved and the ramp has 
been reopened, according to the Virginia Department of Health.

The overflow at the public boat ramp drained into the adjacent 
marina basin. Due to public health concerns, the boat ramp was 
closed. 

Water tests collected August 15 by the VDH indicate the 
effects of the spill have dissipated and there is no longer an 
increased public health risk due to bacteria.

picious person, to the 10000 
block of Mary Ball Road for 
a disorderly person, to the 
10400 block of Jessie duPont 
Highway for vandalism to 
vehicle tires, and to the 20300 
block of Mary Ball Road for 
the report of threats to kill 
another.

Staff also conducted 16 
traffic stops, issued six sum-
monses, assisted eight motor-
ists, handled a call for traffic 
control, investigated seven 
building alarms, logged an 
inmate transport, received 18 
E911 hang-up calls and fielded 
four calls for animal control 
service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Vol-

unteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Mary Ball Road.

The White Stone VFD 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Chesapeake Drive.

The Kilmarnock VFD, White 
Stone VFD and Upper Lancaster 
VFD responded to a structure 
fire on Mary Ball Road.
EMS calls

For the week of August 
13-19, the Kilmarnock-Lan-
caster Volunteer Rescue Squad, 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Rescue Squad and Lancaster 
County Emergency Services 
responded to 49 calls for ser-
vice, including 27 medical 
emergencies, eight injuries and 
14 other calls.

Windmill Point Marina
public boat ramp reopens

Kilmarnock, White Stone and Upper Lancaster volunteer firefighters responded to a fire Saturday night at the home above, 
which was later declared a total loss.

Fire destroys home; dog is rescued
by Madison White Franks

SHERIFF’S REPORT

LANCASTER
COUNTY CIRCUIT 
COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism

RECYCLE

Remember...
What goes around 

comes around.

Rapppahannock Record
We recycle.
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BLOCK PARTY
Virginia Commonwealth Bank/Bank of Lancaster’s

White Stone
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BODYFIT, INC
Enter to Win: A 3-month Membership to the 

24/7 Gym (a $180 Value)
OR One month of small group personal 

training - 8 sessions (Value of $99/month)

Enter to Win:  A 20x20 U-Set Tent Rental
Valid 12-2pm

ANTIQUE OUTFITTERS, LLC
10% Off

Valid All Day!

10% Off Everything
Excluding Prescriptions

LAMBERTH BUILDING MATERIALS 

10% Off Storewide- Few Items Excluded
Valid All Day!

SEWLOVELEE
10% Off In-Store Purchases

Valid 12-2pm

MAGGIE’S
Free Soap Sample with any purchase!

Valid All Day!

THE BOX BOUTIQUE

10% Off Everything
Excluding Consignment Items

COUNTRY COTTAGE

10% Off 
Valid 12-2pm

CREATIVE DESIGNS
Mention “Block Party” & receive 20% Off! 

Valid All day!

10% Off: Just mention the BLOCK PARTY!
Valid 12-2pm

SNOW CONES,

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

LANCASTER—County offi-
cials are hoping the July sale of 
MetroCast to Canadian cable 
giant Cogeco Communications 
could bring broadband to the 
Northern Neck.

At last week’s planning com-
mission meeting, board of 
supervisors chairman and liai-
son to the planning commission 
William Lee indicated the sale 
of local cable provider Metro-
Cast could open negotiations for 
broadband. 

Cogeco purchased the com-
pany through it’s subsidiary, 
Atlantic Broadband, which 
covers customers from Maine to 
Florida. MetroCast’s assets will 
add some 236,000 homes and 
businesses to their network in 
New Hampshire, Maine, Penn-
sylvania, Maryland and Virginia.

Lee noted other communities 
have already signed new con-
tract agreements, but Lancaster 
hopes to negotiate a deal “to 
maybe get something built in.”

Many rural counties in Vir-
ginia do not have access to 

broadband.
In other business, planners 

continued to move the county’s 
zoning ordinances through a 
review process by approving 
minor changes to three more 
articles.

After a public hearing without 
comment, planners unanimously 
approved amendments to sec-
tions addressing sign regulation, 
nonconforming uses and general 
provisions.

Voting for approval were 
Glen Pinn Jr., Tara Booth, Steve 
Sorensen and Bob Smart. Mem-
bers Tom Richardson and David 
Chupp did not attend the meet-
ing.

Planning and land use direc-
tor Don Gill recommended only 
minor changes to the next set of 
articles, including enforcement, 
amendments, administration 
and interpretation, to make them 
consistent with others. A public 
hearing on those articles will be 
held September 21.

“Article 14 will be sent to 
the board of zoning appeals for 
review,” said Gill. The article 
addresses the appeal process.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning com-
mission on August 17 opened 
discussions regarding rules and 
regulations for electrical substa-
tions and solar farms.

“We need to look at finding 
a cubby hole for electric power 
substations in our zoning ordi-
nance because we have none 
and our neighboring counties 
have been getting solar farm 
applications. Supervisor Tomlin 
thought we should look at how 
we want to take care of those,” 
said county planner Stuart 
McKenzie. 

The primary discussion for 
the night would focus on elec-
trical substations, McKenzie 
said.

An application was submit-
ted by Northern Neck Electric 
Cooperative for a proposed 
substation at Avalon and Sny-
der’s Mill roads. The parcel is 
zoned agricultural. Action is 
forthcoming on the application.

The zoning ordinance 
addresses water and sewer 
utilities among land uses, said 
McKenzie. The county could 
add electrical substations to that 
category, or create another. 

Commission member W.H. 
Shirley said all the electrical 

substations in the county are on 
property that is zoned agricul-
tural. 

Commission member Patrick 
O’Brien said the county wants 
accessible power. 

“The idea of a public utility 
is being a common carrier. It’s 
providing service to the general 
public,” said O’Brien. 

“It’s possible to have some 
discussion and some concern 
with a substation built in a resi-
dential area because it is built 
above ground. The difference 
with wells and sewer, the treat-
ment facility is somewhere else 
with underground pipes,” said 
Shirley. 

“Could you word it so the 
substation cannot be placed 
across a residential district?” 
asked O’Brien. 

“If you want control over it, 
you could put conditions on 
everything,” said McKenzie. 
“With conditional use, we could 
add language that people put a 
vegetative border around it so 
that the condition would give 
you a little bit of control of how 
it looks.”

Shirley requested the com-
mission have one more meeting 
to discuss electrical substations 
and hold a public hearing in 
October. 

“The public wants consis-

LANCASTER—Supervi-
sors will hold five public hear-
ings on Thursday, August 31. 
The board meeting will begin 
at 7 p.m. in the County Admin-
istration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster.

Supervisors will consider a 
request from David H. Hern-
don of the Dymer Creek 
Environmental Preservation 
Association to set “No Wake” 
buoys at two locations on 
the creek—at the shoals at 
Towney Point and Flowering 
Fields Point.

There also will be a hearing 
on a proposed amendment to 
Article III, Chapter 70, of the 
county code to add Windmill 
Point public boat landing to the 
regulations currently govern-
ing the Greenvale Creek public 
boat landing. 

Supervisors will consider a 
request from Larry Benson and 
Michael Andrews Jr. to place a 
double wide individual manu-
factured home on a 1.48-acre 
parcel at 302 Senora Road in 

the Salt Aire subdivision. The 
property is zoned general resi-
dential.

An application to amend 
proffers on a previously 
approved rezoning by Big Red 
Enterprises LLC to add antique 
shop and other select profes-
sional offices will be consid-
ered. William Bradley Smith’s 
0.88-acre property is at 3611 
Irvington Road. The property 
is zoned commercial condi-
tional.

Supervisors also will con-
sider a request for rezoning. 
Otho Carlson and his son, Dan-
dridge Carlson, are seeking 
industrial limited designation 
for a general residential 7.8-
acre parcel off Mary Ball Road 
opposite Kamps Mill Road. 

The Carlsons want to build 
a 150 x 60 foot building to 
house two existing businesses, 
DC’s Powder Coating and DC’s 
Lawn Care. The planning com-
mission previously voted 5-1-1 
to recommend supervisors 
grant the request.

Season finale
Southern Grace (above) presented a Music by the River concert at Belle Isle State Park on Saturday. The concert marked the 
final installment of the 2017 series organized by the Friends of Belle Isle. From left are band members Tim Nicely on keyboards 
and vocals, Kenny Williams on bass guitar and vocals,  Joe Shifflett on percussion and vocals and Larry Kyger on steel guitar and 
electric guitar.  The band also played Friday for a Special Olympics-Area 28 barbecue fundraiser at Trinity Episcopal Church 
and on Sunday at the White Stone Church of the Nazarene. Williams noted the weekend tour marked the 10th year the band 
has visited the area.  The annual tour has become a highlight of the band’s yearly performance schedule and they appreciate 
the local support and hospitality, he said. While touring the Northern Neck, the country gospel band debuted their tenth CD, 
“Sing Me To Heaven.” Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Northumberland County to plan for
electrical substations and solar farms

by Madison White Franks tent and stable electricity just 
as much as they want water 
and sewer, and right now water 
and sewer can go anywhere 
because it’s a permitted use in 
the county,” said planning com-
mission member Heidi Wilkins. 

Transitioning into a brief 
discussion about solar farms, 
Wilkins said solar is typically 
private at this point. 

Northumberland allows solar 
panels mounted on houses by 

right, but that is small scale, 
said McKenzie.

Zoning administrator Phil-
lip Marston added that solar 
panels can also be mounted on 
the ground. 

Chairman A.C. Fisher pre-
viously requested members 
become more familiar with the 
county code so at the end of the 
meeting, they reviewed ordi-
nances addressing noise and the 
county’s beaches and piers. 

Lancaster officials
anticipate broadband
discussions to evolve

by Audrey Thomasson

The Agenda
Local Government News

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck RRecord.com
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Celebrating Yesterday,  
Today and  Tomorrow.

Call Commonwealth today to learn how  
we can make a difference for your loved one!

804-208-0299

Ask How to Receive a Lifetime Rate Lock  
Guarantee – For a Limited Time Only!

Commonwealth Senior Living’s award-winning Sweet MemoriesTM  
program delivers the highest quality of care to residents with memory loss.

www.CommonwealthSL.com
Assisted Living & Memory Care

LANCASTER—Coming 
home after a disaster can seem 
like a disaster itself. The uncer-
tainty of how your home will 
appear is overwhelming, espe-
cially if it has been a long time 
since you have seen it.

The best way to handle this 
situation is to take it step by step. 
Listen to the radio to know when 
officials say it is safe to return 
home. While the threat might 
have passed, other hazards might 
still linger. These can include 
flooding, downed trees and power 
lines, or structural collapses. 
When it is safe to return home, 
remember not to drive through 
standing water—the water level 
might be higher than you antici-
pate or the road may have washed 
out.
Returning home

If you can get into your drive-
way, start with a walk around your 
property and home to take note of 
what damage there is. Look for 
downed power lines, structural 
damage and gas leaks. If you can 
smell gas, leave the premises and 
call the fire department. If there 
is flooding around your home, it 
was damaged by fire, or has not 
been declared safe, do not enter 
your home. 

If your home was damaged 
from flooding, it will need to 
be cleaned, or “mucked,” out of 
debris and damaged items. This 

includes removal of standing 
water inside your home. Always 
use caution when cleaning out as 
animals could have made their 
way into your home, seeking 
shelter.

Moisture and warmth will 
cause mold to grow and cause 
illness to those inside the home 
so any materials that cannot be 
thoroughly cleaned should be dis-
posed of properly. Use protective 
equipment such as gloves, glasses 
and a respirator that can be found 
at a hardware store. Those with 
known allergies or breathing con-
ditions should avoid clean-up of 
moldy materials. Using disinfec-
tants and other cleaning materials 
should be used according to label 
instructions and the area they are 
being used in should be well ven-
tilated.
Utility safety

Generators are a convenient 
way to produce electricity for 
your home until power lines are 
re-established and power restored 
to your home; however, they 
should always be used with cau-
tion. Do not operate generators 
or other gas-powered equipment 
indoors as they produce carbon 
monoxide, which is colorless, 
odorless and deadly. It is one of 
the leading causes of death after 
a storm.

Candles or oil lamps should 
not be used following a storm 
due to the risk of fire. Battery-
powered flashlights should be 
used instead and should be 
turned on outside of the home 
so the battery does not ignite 

any lingering gas when it is 
turned on.

Use care when electricity 
comes back on. Items that have 
been kept near sources of elec-
tricity can be sparked and start 
a fire within your home. Keep 
circuit breakers off until power 
is restored. If your home was 
flooded, it should be inspected by 
an electrician before turning the 
power back on. 
Food-borne diseases

Flooding has a tendency to 
bring waterborne bacterial con-
taminations. Having bottled 
water stored for use after a storm 
is beneficial if it has not been 
affected by the flooding.

Food that has been kept in a 
refrigerator will stay cold for up 
to four hours if the door is not 
opened. A full freezer that is 
unopened will remain cold for up 
to 48 hours, 24 hours if half full. 

Any meat that is consumed 
should be fully cooked to avoid 
food-borne illness. Always wash 
your hands after working out-
doors as well as before and after 
preparing food. 
Disaster assistance

Damages should always be 
reported to Lancaster County 
Emergency Services, even if you 
have insurance. The cumulative 
damage of a community is used 
as the basis of eligibility for state 
or federal assistance. If you have 
insurance, make sure to report 
damages to your insurer as soon 
as possible. 

Lancaster County will work 
with volunteer organizations that 

RICHMOND—Storm activ-
ity is picking up in the tropics 
as the peak Atlantic hurricane 
season approaches. The Vir-
ginia State Corporation Com-
mission’s Bureau of Insurance 
(Bureau) reminds Virginians 
to remain vigilant and act now 
to protect their property from 
loss.

Although the Atlantic hur-
ricane season officially began 
June 1 and contiues through 
November 30, late August to 
early October is often the most 
active and dangerous time 
for tropical cyclone activity. 
No matter where one lives in 
Virginia, hurricanes and their 
accompanying winds and rains 
can threaten lives and property. 
Once a hurricane develops 
in the Atlantic Ocean, it will 
be difficult to find an insur-
ance company willing to write 
related coverage until the storm 
threat passes.

The Bureau urges home-
owners, renters and business 
owners to review their insur-
ance policies now to ensure 
they have enough coverage 
in the event of a hurricane or 
other disaster. Know what each 
policy does and does not cover 
and understand any deductibles 
that may have to be paid in the 
event of a claim. Ask the insur-
ance company or agent how 
to minimize property damage 
and, if such damage occurs, 
how to expedite the processing 
of claims with your insurance 
company.

“Don’t wait until it’s too late. 
Know your risk and protect 
yourself now by ensuring you 
have the coverage you need 
before a hurricane starts to 
form,” said Virginia Insurance 
Commissioner Jacqueline K. 
Cunningham.

Prepare a complete inventory 
of personal property including 
serial numbers, photographs 
and videotapes. The National 
Association of Insurance Com-
missioners offers a free smart-
phone app‚myHOME Scr.APP.
book—that can facilitate this 
process. Download the app 
from iTunes or Google Play. 
Keep a home inventory and 
insurance policies in a safe 
place, and take them if forced 
to evacuate the home.

If  property is damaged by a 
hurricane or other disaster, call 
the insurance agent or com-
pany as soon as possible. Make 

any necessary emergency 
repairs and take reasonable 
steps to prevent further damage 
to property. Record all damage 
and include photographs, notes 
and repair-related receipts.

In the event of evacuation, 
know the name of the insur-
ance companies and take 
homeowners, auto and other 
policies and home inventory or 
save them electronically. They 
will contain policy numbers 
and the phone numbers of the 
insurance companies.

The Bureau also urges poli-
cyholders to consider the fol-
lowing:

event of a flood, surface water, 
or storm surge? Homeown-
ers insurance policies issued 
in Virginia generally do not 
provide coverage for damage 
to the home and belongings 
due to flood, surface water, or 
storm surge. However, flood 
insurance is available through 
the National Flood Insur-
ance Program (NFIP). To 
learn more, contact the insur-
ance agent, or the NFIP at 
1-888-225-5356 or visit www.
floodsmart.gov/. Keep in mind 
that there is typically a 30-day 
waiting period for a new flood 
insurance policy to take effect. 

-
ers policy contain a special 
deductible for wind or hurri-
cane losses? These deductibles 
are applied separately from any 
other deductible on a home-
owners policy and may be 
written as a flat amount, such 
as $1,000, or applied to a loss 
as a percentage of the insur-
ance coverage on the dwelling. 
The deductible is the amount 
the policy holder is responsible 
for paying before the insurance 
company pays its portion of the 
claim. 

policy provide any coverage for 
such things as sewer backup? 
Most homeowners policies do 
not provide coverage for sewer 
backup, but policyholders may 
purchase additional coverage 
for this. 

vehicles covered in the event 
of a hurricane or other wind-
storm? If the policyholder has 
comprehensive coverage (also 
known as other-than-collision 
coverage) for the vehicle under 
the automobile policy, it will 
be covered for flood and wind 

Citizens urged to prepare for hurricanes; take precautions following the storm
by Heather Brown, deputy         
emergency coordinator, and
Terrence J. McGregor, chief
of emergency services

are authorized to assist during 
disasters to help meet the needs 
of the residents, such as shelter, 
food and clothing. Disaster assis-
tance may be available from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia or the 

federal government, if authorized 
under the law. If such assistance 
is made available, Lancaster 
County Emergency Services will 
partner with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Emergency Manage-

ment and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to help 
residents receive assistance.

To stay prepared this hurricane 
season, visit ReadyLancaster.org/
hurricanes.

SCC reminds Virginians to review property
coverage before a hurricane or other disaster

damage.
The Bureau has specially 

trained staff who can assist 
consumers with their insur-
ance- related questions and 
concerns. Contact the Bureau 
of Insurance Property and 
Casualty Division at 1-877-
310-6560. The Bureau also 
offers free consumer guides 
for homeowners and com-
mercial property owners with 
information about what to do 
when a disaster strikes. These 
and many other consumer 
insurance guides are avail-
able at www.scc.virginia.gov/
boi.  The SCC is in the Tyler 
Building at 1300 East Main 
Street, Richmond. Normal 
business hours are from 8:15 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Correspondence 
may be mailed to the Bureau 
of Insurance at P. O. Box 1157, 
Richmond, VA 23218. 
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