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LANCASTER—Last week, Lan-
caster supervisors heard new propos-
als that could substantially reduce the 
cost of building an emergency opera-
tions center. 

Architects proposed a design that 
would shave $1 million off the origi-
nal proposal of $3.1 million. 

However, their proposal was 
quickly trumped by a county plan that 
could more than double those savings. 

During a special work session 
August 1, Guernsey Tingle Architects 
proposed several changes to reduce 
the cost of a proposed facility on 
the county-owned Norris property at 
Pinckardsville and Mary Ball roads. 

Architect Thomas Tingle estimated 
a savings of $650,000 by reducing the 
square footage from 8,500 to 5,600 
and using some conventional con-
struction. An additional $600,000 
would be saved in site preparation by 
siting the building away from a for-
ested area, putting in only one entry 
off Mary Ball Road, reducing the 
parking area and spreading the storm-
water runoff into the forested area.

“Trees absorb stormwater,” said 
Tingle. “By not taking those trees 
out…you’re not losing that absorption 
capability.” A downside to moving the 
building away from the forested area 
would be a reduction in the remaining 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The U.S. 
Postal Service recently announced it 
will re-establish a facility in Weems 
as soon as it can find a suitable site 
“as close as reasonably possible to the 
former location.”

According to vice president of facili-
ties Tom Samra, the postal service sus-
pended its Weems operations because 
its landlord declined to extend a lease. 
Service was transferred to the Irvington 
location.

“The postal service properly consid-
ered community input,” Samra wrote in 
a July 25 letter to supervisors announc-

ing the decision. “Postal service opera-
tions are not supported by tax dollars. 
To be self-sustaining, the postal service 
must make decisions that ensure it pro-
vides adequate and affordable postal 
services in a manner that is as efficient 
and economical as possible.”

Samra said the service will only 
consider a site that is convenient and 
suitable to customers and that meets 
all postal operational needs. He “antici-
pates providing the same services at the 
new location as were provided…at the 
former location.”

Weems service will continue in 
Irvington until the replacement facility 
becomes operational.

DELTAVILLE—While police have 
been tight-lipped about the murder 
of Margaret Thornton “Peggy” Lam-
mers, the search warrant executed by 
the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office (MSO) 
and filed in Middlesex County Circuit 
Court, reveals grizzly details.

Lammers, 61, was found dead in a 
residence on Stove Point Road in Del-
taville on July 11 about 6:15 p.m. by a 
Middlesex deputy. 

Her husband Tony, who lives out of 
state, had called the MSO stating that 
attempts to contact Mrs. Lammers by 
cell and house phones had been unsuc-
cessful at the Deltaville residence, 
which is known as the “river home” 
of Mrs. Lammers’ late parents, states 
the search warrant issued on July 11, 
at 10 p.m. 

The search warrant lists “murder” as 
the offense for which the warrant was 
sought.

According to the warrant, a Middle-
sex deputy responded and noticed an 
open sliding glass door at the rear of 
the single-story residence. He entered 
the house and found some things out 
of place. Some handbags had been 
dumped out and a telescope was 
knocked over.

The deputy found Mrs. Lammers’ 
body in a hallway in “a pool of blood.” 
The deputy also noticed bloody shoe 
prints on the floor of the residence. The 

victim was barefoot.
Last week MSO Major M.E. Samp-

son said investigators are awaiting 
analysis by the state forensic labora-
tory of evidence collected when police 
were first called to the crime scene. He 
also said investigators have submitted 
more evidence. 

The warrant lists evidence collected, 
including a fixed-blade knife, beer bot-
tles and DNA swabs.

Middlesex County Sheriff David 
Bushey said both Middlesex investi-
gators are continuing to work with the 
Virginia State Police along with other 
agencies outside the area to solve this 
case.

According to an obituary published 
July 24 in the Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
Mrs. Lammers was from a suburb 
of Cleveland. She was the daugh-
ter of Dr. John L. and Marjorie Mae 
Lucas Thornton (both deceased) and 
“beloved wife of Anthony and adored 
mother to Jay, Anne Jordan and Pres-
ley.”

Mrs. Lammers was a graduate of 
Collegiate School in Richmond, and 
attended Mount Vernon College and 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of Art. She was a member of 
St. Christopher’s by-the-River Episco-
pal Church, in Gates Mill, Ohio, where 
a memorial service was held July 26. 

Anyone with information on this 
case should call the Middlesex Crime 
Line, 758-5600.

Supervisors seek more 
information on less costly
emergency services facility

by Audrey Thomasson

U.S. Postal Service
plans to re-establish
a facility in Weems

by Audrey Thomasson

Warrant describes bloody
scene found at victim’s house

by Tom Chillemi

Emily Smith, an instructor with Premier Sailing, snapped this photo of a funnel as it formed over the 
Tides Inn resort in Irvington. A group of young sailors with Premier Sailing had thankfully just finished 
a lesson when the winds approached. According to Tides Inn general manager Gordon Slatford, the inn 
didn’t sustain much damage. However, the bees were pretty upset that the storm blew the tops off 
their hives.

Wind whips up a frenzy
in Irvington and Weems

Daniel Howard of Weems calls his insurance agent as he covers his damaged car with a tarp. The back 
window and sunroof were smashed and there was roof and hood damage to his car when a huge limb 
from a tree in his yard fell on it. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Metal and wicker patio furniture was thrown about, some landed in the 
pool, gazing balls were broken and trees split in half in the backyard at 
Nancy Kellum’s house in Weems. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

WEEMS—Witnesses called it a 
tornado. Others classified it as a pos-
sible microburst. Whatever it was, a 
weather system that blew through 
lower Lancaster County Monday 
afternoon had some residents running 
for cover. 

Nancy Kellum receives weather 
alerts on her phone. At about 2:15 
p.m. Monday, August 7, she said the 
weather service was calling for mild 
showers in the area of her home on 
James Lane in Weems. 

About 45 minutes later, “every-
thing was swirling around and around 
in the backyard. All the furniture was 
flying in the air and into the pool.” It 
was a little more than a mild shower, 
said Kellum, whose patio and pool 

WIND, continued on page A2

EMERGENCY, continued on page A2
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To register during August while the gallery is closed, 
please either call 804-436-9309, email us: ral@ralgal-
lery.com or print the registration form on our website: 
ralgallery.com

RAL Art Center
19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

804-436-9309 / ral@ralgallery.com

Nantucket Wine Cooler with Judy Penry
Sept 6 & 13, Wed, 10am- 3pm

Moving and Shaking in Abstraction with 
Water-Media and Collage Workshop 
with Eileen Olson
Sept 18 & Sept 19, Fri & Sat, 10am - 4pm

Fundamentals of Photography
Foto Lab: Exposure with Bill Reckert
Sept 23, Wed, 9am -11am

Family Stories Through Art 
with Sharon Santillo
Family Story Keepsake
For Teens: Sept. 29, Fri, 6:30 -8:30 pm
For Child & Adult Partner: 
Sept. 30, Sat 10am - 12pm
For Adults: Family Story Book
Sept. 30 & Oct 1, Sat & Sun, 1 - 6 pm

Street Portrait Photography 
with Glen McClure
Oct 13, Fri, 9am - 4pm

Bit of Color Basket with Judy Penry
Oct 19, Thurs, 10am - 3pm

Fabulous Color for Painters
with Adele Castillo
Oct 28 & 29, Sat & Sun, 10am - 5pm

Time To Get Creative!
2017 Fall WorkshopsR

RAL ART CENTER

area was filled with overturned 
metal and wicker furniture, 
broken gazing balls, limbs and 
debris. A large branch that had 
fallen from neighbor Daniel 
Howard’s tree split her fence. 
On the way down, it also par-
tially crushed his car. 

“It just looked like a shower 
on radar,” said Lancaster 
County chief of emergency 
services Terrence McGregor. 
And although photos and video 
on social media have shown a 
funnel cloud over Carter Creek 
in Irvington, “the damage was 
not consistent with a tornado 
on the ground. It was more 
consistent with straight line 
winds or a microburst.”

Forecasters with the National 
Weather Service of Wake-
field were scheduled to survey 
the damage in Weems and 
Irvington sometime Tuesday 
to determine whether it was 
indeed a tornado, according to 
McGregor. 

Whatever it was formed in 
Irvington, where there was 
damage to property along 
Chesapeake Drive. It then 
moved across the creek and 
damaged property on James 
Lane in Weems. The White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to downed 
trees blocking Chesapeake 
Drive and James Lane and the 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department was on standby, 
said McGregor. 

Damage was minor, he 
said, with downed trees and 
power lines and minimal prop-
erty damage, including roof 
damage and a damaged auto-

usable space, he said.
Tingle noted the changes would 

reduce the original estimate of 
$3.1 million to $2,075,000. 

“Project construction is $1.925 
million with a contingency of 
$150,000,” he said.

County planning and land use 
director Don Gill said Lancaster 
citizens believe the proposed 
structure is too large and too 
costly. He proposed an alternative 
that would result in a facility for 
under $1 million.

Gill suggested the building 
be constructed next to the court-
house. The size could be further 
reduced by making it an EMS 
building only and locating the 
emergency operations center in 
the existing board meeting room 
in county office space, which, he 
noted, has existed through storms 
for over 150 years. 

The location would save 
money on items already in place, 
such as storm water manage-
ment, parking and grading, said 
Gill. 

“It would take minor changes 
to make the building fit in archi-
tecturally with the new court-
house…and cost less than $1 
million to build,” Gill said. “This 
is a viable option.”

District 3 supervisor Jason 

Bellows agreed. Regarding the 
Norris property, Bellows sug-
gested the community should be 
involved on how the land is used 
and a comprehensive plan devel-
oped for the property overall.

Emergency management 
services chief Terry McGregor 
argued against locating the 
operations center in the county 
office building, citing the age of 
the building as an obstacle to the 
modern technology needed for 
emergency weather events.

However, supervisors latched 
onto Gill’s proposal, saying the 
location, just two miles from the 
Norris property, is still reasonably 
central to the county. They asked 
Tingle to give them estimates 
using Gill’s proposal.

Tingle is expected to present 
preliminary numbers no later 
than the August 31 board meet-
ing. 

Prior to last week’s meet-
ing, the county had spent some 
$90,500 on preliminary plans 
for an EMS facility, including 
assessment of the former Family 
Maternity Center for possible 
consideration. That facility was 
rejected due to the nearly $3 
million estimate to strengthen 
and convert the structure to meet 
federal requirements. 

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department members clear a pine tree that fell and blocked 
James Lane in Weems. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Wind whips up a frenzy
continued from page A1

Crews cut power to a downed electric line on James Lane. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

mobile. About 194 customers 
lost power, with all restored by 
Tuesday morning. 

“Thankfully there were no 
injuries,” said McGregor. 

According to McGregor, 
there was severe weather pre-
dicted for areas of Maryland 

where there was a tornado, 
“but there was nothing on the 
radar that indicated” this type 
of weather for our area. 

“The National Weather Ser-
vice said a few of the storms 
overperformed their expecta-
tions,” he said. 

Emergency services
continued from page A1

H A R D Y V I L L E — O n 
Friday, August 4, at approxi-
mately 5:18 p.m., James 
Roland “Jimmy” Pleasants, 79, 

of Deltaville was involved in a 
two-vehicle motor accident at 
General Puller Highway and 
Chick Cove Drive, reported 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
American Red Cross urges blood 
donors to give in the final weeks 
of summer to help overcome a 
chronic summer blood shortage.

In August, regular donors may 
delay giving as final summer 
vacations are planned and back-
to-school activities ramp up, 
reported external communica-
tions manager Bernadette Jay. 

To fully meet the needs of 
hospital patients in the coming 
days and weeks, donations are 
urgently needed from new and 
current donors, said Jay. Those 
who donated blood earlier 
this summer may be eligible 
to donate again. Blood can be 
safely donated every 56 days 
and Power Red cells can be 

donated every 112 days. 
Upcoming blood drives will be 

held:

at the White Stone Church of 
the Nazarene, 57 Whisk Drive, 
White Stone.

2 p.m. at Bon Secours Rappa-
hannock General Hospital, 101 
Harris Drive, Kilmarnock.

Appointments can be sched-
uled by downloading the free Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit-
ing redcrossblood.org, or calling 
1-800-733-2767. To help reduce 
wait times, donors are urged to 
make appointments and com-
plete the RapidPass online health 
history questionnaire at redcross-
blood.org/RapidPass.

Blood donations 
urgently needed

Deltaville man dies from crash injuries
Sgt. Michelle Anaya of the Vir-
ginia State Police. 

Pleasants was a passenger 
in a 2014 Chevrolet Cruz trav-
eling westbound on General 
Puller Highway, according to 
police reports. The vehicle 
slowed to make a left turn 
onto Chick Cove Drive when 
it was struck from behind by 
a 2004 Ford Focus. Pleasants 
was transported to Riverside 
Regional Medical Center with 
life-threatening injuries and 
succumbed to his injuries the 
following day, August 5.

The investigation is still 
ongoing, said Sgt. Anaya.

I RV I N G T O N — To w n 
council will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
tonight, August 10, at the Town 
Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington.

Agenda items include com-
mittee reports dealing with a 
new CIP bank account, side-
walk repairs, planned unit 
development, zoning ordinance 
drafts and recommendations 
on Commons tree replacement, 
fencing and property access.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors convenes at 
5 p.m. tonight, August 10, at 
the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. 

The board will hear from a 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation representative, school 
superintendent Dr. Holly 
Wargo, and Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jane Wrightson. 

No public hearings are sched-
uled. 

The Agenda
Local Government News
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24/7 CARE
HERE FOR YOU

What Matters to You?

Every Minute 

In an emergency, minutes matter.  

In fact, every second counts.

LIVING OUR MISSION OF CARING FOR OTHERS AS WE WOULD CARE FOR THOSE  
WE LOVE, SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 40 YEARS.

7519 Hospital Drive  |  Gloucester, VA 
804-693-8800

whatmattersisYOU.com  |   

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Potomac River Crab Advi-
sory Committee will meet 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, August 15, 
at the Potomac River Fisher-
ies Commission (PRFC), 222 
Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

Items to be discussed 
include 2017-18 Chesapeake 
Bay jurisdictional blue crab 
management measures, pos-
sible 2017-18 PRFC crab man-
agement responses related to 
low crab reproduction in 2016, 
the 2017 crab harvest report, 
designated crabber provision 
and draft regulation, a conflict 
between crab pots and fish-
ing gear, delinquency notices 
for late harvest reports and a 
vacancy for a lower river Vir-
ginia crabber.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
August 14, at the school admin-
istration office, 2172 Northum-
berland Highway, Lottsburg. 
The general meeting will be 
preceded by a closed session at 
5 p.m.

Agenda items include pre-
sentations by principals, 
updates on special education 
and athletics.

A special leadership award 
for academic intervention will 
be presented.

The financial report will 
include a projected return of 
funds to the county from the 
2016-17 school year and the 
cost per pupil comparisons for 
2015-2017. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Follow Us  
@RappRecord

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 
eight individuals.
Felonies

Terrance M. Clarke, 23, of Gaskins Road was 
charged August 2 with the felony of obstructing 
justice.

Rashad J. Foote, 29, of Wilson Lane was charged 
August 3 with the felony of rape.
Misdemeanors

A Windmill Point Road man, 20, was charged 
July 31 with driving under the influence of intoxi-
cants and possession of marijuana. 

A Topping man, 18, was charged July 31 with 
two counts of sexual battery. 

A Lewisetta woman, 22, was charged August 2 
with distribution of marijuana and possession of 
marijuana.

A Burgess woman, 36, was charged August 4 
with using profane/threatening language over the 
public airway.

A Merry Point Road man, 21, was charged 
August 4 with failing to appear on a misdemeanor 
charge.

A Riverwood Drive man, 25, was charged 
August 6 with disorderly conduct, giving false 
identification to law enforcement and driving after 
the forfeiture of license.
Activity report

July 31: Staff responded to the 3700 block of 
Windmill Point Road for a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash, to the 200 block of Carlton Lane for 
the reported theft of items from a mailbox, to a 
walk-in report of the theft of property, to Norwood 
Church Road for a single-vehicle traffic crash, and 
to the 800 block of Chesapeake Drive for annoy-
ing/obscene phone calls.

August 1: Staff responded to the 100 block of 
Buttercup Lane for a possible missing person, to 
the 4500 block of Irvington Road for vandalism 
to a business sign, to the 300 block of White Hall 
Road for theft of items taken out of farm equip-
ment, to the 100 block of North Main Street for 
the report of a disorderly subject, and to the 100 
block of Clark Road for the reported destruction 
of a mailbox.

August 2: Staff responded to the 200 block of 
North Main Street for the report of subject threat-
ening another and acting disorderly, to Campbell 
Road for a suspicious vehicle, to the 100 block 
of Millenbeck Road for annoying/obscene phone 
calls, to River Road for a reckless driver, to the 100 
block of School Street to assist Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) with the report of threats 
made toward another, to the 200 block of Waverly 
Avenue for a fight in progress involving several 
juveniles, to the 11200 block of Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway for a subject in the middle of 
the highway dressed in dark clothing.

August 3: Staff responded to the 100 block of 
Windmill Point Road for a verbal disagreement, 
to the 200 block of Campbell Road for a domestic 
disturbance, to the Lively area for a vehicle driving 
recklessly on Mary Ball Road, to the 500 block of 
Black Stump Road for a subject standing in the 
middle of the roadway.

August 4: Staff responded to the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for the report of a 
reckless driver, to a walk-in report of a civil issue 
dealing with the sale of an automobile, to the 100 
block of Merry Point Road for large fireworks 
being set off and a concern for a fire hazard, and to 
the 8600 block of Mary Ball Road for the report of 
3 males involved in a fight in progress.

August 5: Staff responded to a walk-in report 
of an assault that occurred at the 2300 block of 
Merry Point Road, to Crawfords Corner Road 
for a single-vehicle traffic crash with injuries, 
with KPD to the 100 block of Harris Drive for an 
assault on a juvenile, to the 200 block of Cottage 
Cove Way for indecent exposure by beachgoers, 
to the White Stone area for a possible intoxicated 

driver coming off the bridge, and to the 200 block 
of James Cove Landing for gunshots heard in the 
vicinity.

August 6: Staff responded to Weems Road for 
loud music at a large party and subjects driving 
recklessly, to the 300 block of Riverwood Drive 
for a wanted person being pursued on foot by law 
enforcement, to the 100 block of School Street to 
assist KPD with gunshots near the apartments, to 
the 200 block of Tabbs Cove Lane for a domestic 
disturbance, to the 100 block of Sandlin Drive for 
a domestic disturbance with injuries, and to the 
400 block of White Chapel Road for an aggra-
vated assault with a weapon.

Staff also conducted 20 traffic stops, issued nine 
summonses, assisted six motorists, reported a deer 
strike accident, handled three calls for traffic con-
trol, investigated five building alarms, processed 
a mental health order, logged an inmate transport, 
received six E911 hang-up calls and fielded three 
calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash on Windmill Point 
Road, a hazardous materials cleanup on Rappah-
annock Drive and with Kilmarnock VFD to a traf-
fic crash on East Church Street.

Kilmarnock VFD also responded to traffic 
crashes on Old Fairgrounds Way and East Church 
Street, as well as a fire/smoke alarm on Bluff Point 
Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD responded to traffic 
crashes on Norwood Church Road and Crawfords 
Corner Road as well as a wash down for glass in 
the roadway at White Chapel and Mary Ball roads.
EMS calls

For the week of July 30 to August 5, the Kilmar-
nock-Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad, Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad and Lancaster 
County Emergency Services responded to 26 
medical emergencies, seven traffic incidents, 13 
injuries, and six calls for other service.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this week reported 
charges against 10 individuals.
Felonies

Ursula Charmaine Walters, 48, of Heathsville 
was charged July 31 with malicious wounding, 
damaging property and criminal trespassing.

Tiffany Nicole Thompson, 34, of Dunnsville 
was charged August 3 with obtaining money 
by false pretenses. This was a Northumberland 
County warrant served by the Essex County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Magdalene Rae Smith, 24, of Kilmarnock was 
charged August 6 with breaking and entering into 
the Indian Creek Golf Pro Shop and petit larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Burgess woman, 44, was charged August 3 
with failing to vaccinate her cat/dog and failing to 
purchase a license for said animal.

A Heathsville man, 51, was charged August 
3 with eight counts each of failing to purchase 
licenses for his animals, failing to have his animals 
vaccinated, failing to provide adequate food and 
water and failing to provide clean shelter.

A Kilmarnock man, 45, was charged August 4 
with violating a protective order.

A Reedville man, 58, was charged August 5 
with failing to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court for failing to report 
counsel on a DUI and reckless driving charge.

A Callao woman, 70, was charged August 5 
with harassment by computer.

A Lottsburg woman, 64, was charged August 
6 with driving under the influence of alcohol and 
reckless driving. She was arrested by the Virginia 
State Police.

A Burgess man, 49, was charged August 6 with 
crab pots not being marked properly. This sum-
mons was issued by the Virginia Marine Police.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Reminiscing with
The Original Rhondels

More than 300 guests attended The 
Original Rhondels dance/concert Saturday 
at the Boys & Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck in Kilmarnock. The show was 
produced by Beachtown Records USA. 
The front line above includes (from left) 
Lee Quisenberry, keyboards and vocals; 
Brian Bleakley, lead vocals; and Steve 
Ambrose, saxaphone and vocals. The 
rest of the band includes Gary Hardy and 
Rollie Ligart, trumpets; and Sonny Morris, 
drums and vocals. Club officials indicated 
they were pleased with the crowd and the 
event. Proceeds will help fund the club’s 
Summer Youth Enrichment Program. 
During the band’s break, Toniraye Moss 
(right) entertained the crowd. 



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A5

PUBLIC NOTICE
65% TO 75% OFF

AS A RESULT OF: UNPAID DOCUMENTS
REPOSSESSED MERCHANDISE

AT IMMEDIATE LIQUIDATION SALE ONE DAY ONLY

HANDMADE
PERSIAN RUGS

COLLECTION CONSISTS OF 297 PIECES FROM 2’ X 3’ UP TO 12’ 
X 25’ & BETWEEN. RUNNERS FROM 2’ 6” X 8’ UP TO 50’ X 2’ 6”. 

DIFFERENT COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM: KASHAN, TABRIZ, ISFAHAN, 
BOKARA, HERIZ, BIJAR, SAROUK, QUM SILK, 10’ X 26’ BIJAR 12’ X 18’ 

TABRIZ 11’X17’ MASHED 8PC 10’ X 8’ TABRIZ & QUME
PUBLIC SALE CONVENIENCE TRANSFERRED TO: 

AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK
882 WAVERLY AVE OFF RT 3 KILMARNOCK

WE HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED TO LIQUIDATE A LARGE 
INVENTORY OF ORIENTAL RUGS COMPLEMENTED WITH OUR 

GOODS OF EQUAL VALUE, CONTRACTED IN AFGHANISTAN, 
PAKISTAN, IRAN, TURKEY, CHINA, ETC. ALL RUGS FURNISHED 

WITH CERTIFICATE OF APPRAISAL & AUTHENTICITY.

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK, VISA, 
M/C, AM-EX, DISC. 
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Every Sunday, 4-7 p.m.

11 a.m.-2 p.m.

4-6 p.m. ~ Half-Price Appetizers
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SUNDAY BRUNCH
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2017

Selected by the readers of The Rivah Visitor’s Guidehe Rivah Visitor’s Guide

WINNER

estate sales
appraisals & brokerage 

Patricia S. Loughridge

www.circaestatesales.com
pattiloughridge@gmail.com

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

LANCASTER—In Lan-
caster County Circuit Court 
August 4, bond was revoked 
for a defendant who tested pos-
itive for drug use while await-
ing trial. 

Probation officer Janelle 
Brooks testified last Friday 
that while Weems resident S. 
Annette Chewning’s screening 
tests were negative to drug and 
alcohol use on two occasions, 

she tested positive for cocaine 
use on three other screenings. 

Chewning challenged the 
drug tests, saying her own 
tests showed she was clear. “I 
bought test kits at Wal-Mart 
which showed no drug use,” 
she testified.

“Ms. Chewning has tested 
positive for cocaine on three 
separate occasions,” said Cir-
cuit Court Judge R. Michael 
McKenney. “She has some 
modicum of denial with Wal-

Mart tests…The cornerstone 
on all bonds is the defendant 
will not re-offend.” 

Judge McKenney found her 
in violation and set trial for for 
October 20.
Other cases

Jordan A. Cauthorne of Lan-
caster withdrew a post-trial 
motion for modification of 
his sentence after Common-
wealth’s Attorney Jan Smith 
objected. Cauthorne is serving 
an active sentence of one year 

Jack’s Asphalt Sealcoating
 Asphalt-based Sealer 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
804.986.4889 

KILMARNOCK—A social media treasure 
hunt has taken the Northern Neck and surround-
ing areas by storm, painting rocks and hiding 
them has become a popular summer activity. 

The Rappahannock Art League in Kilmar-
nock held a rock painting workshop last Friday. 
Youth added their creative and colorful designs 
on Mother Nature’s miniature canvas. 

Event coordinator Marilyn Sprouse instructed 

the children to examine their rocks to see what 
kind of picture would look the best. The bud-
ding artists painted anything from jellyfish to 
abstract art. 

Barry Beswick said the concept behind NNK 
Rocks is to bring joy and brighten the day of 
those who paint and hide their rocks and to 
those who discover them. 

To participate, paint a rock and hide it for 
someone to find and post a picture of the rock at 
the NNK Rocks Facebook Group.

Jacob Hodsden gets creative 
as he paints his rock a variety 
of colors. 

The Rappahannock Art League on Main Street in Kilmarnock held a rock painting 
workshop last Friday. Above are students from The Learning Center listening to event 
coordinator Marilyn Sprouse give inspiring ideas on how to paint their rocks. 

RAL hosts rock painting workshop
by Madison White Franks

Volunteers from the community manned all the food 
and beverage booths, games and rides for the 10-day 
event. From left, Ashley O’Bier of the Lancaster County 
Sheriff ’s Department and Tristen McDaniels of River 
Market in White Stone, display some of the many prizes 
that players could win at the game booths. More carnival 
coverage appears at RRecord.com. Photos by Audrey 
Thomasson

The carnival came to 
a close Saturday night 
with the announcement 
of the annual raffle prize 
winners. Kay Shelton of 
Morattico won the raffle 
grand prize, a 2017 Toyota 
Tacoma four-wheel drive 
pickup truck. Donna Dull of 
Kilmarnock won a $2,500 
shopping spree at W. F. 
Booth and Son Furniture in 
Kilmarnock.

The 82nd annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department Firemen’s Festival lit up the 
town last week with rides and games that entertained hundreds of people of all ages, 
while raising funds to support the KVFD.

Carnival
concludes
82nd run

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson and one month for distribution 

of a controlled substance.
Terrence Marcel Clarke of 

Kilmarnock requested bond 
while awaiting trial on selling 
schedule I/II drugs. A bond 
hearing was set for August 25.

Mark Jerome Redmond of 
Heathsville, scheduled for 
trial for felony receiving stolen 
goods, had the charge nolle 
prosequi by Smith.

The trial of Kionte Richon 
Walters of Kilmarnock for 
felony forcible rape and bur-
glary was continued to Sep-
tember 22.

Damien T. Dandridge of 
Lancaster, charged with two 
felonies of selling marijuana 
and grand larceny, was granted 
a $10,000 unsecured bond 
with a curfew of two hours 
after work. Bench trial was set 
for October 20.

Jamal DeHaven Waddy of 
White Stone, charged with 
felony distribution of drugs, 
was set for trial on October 6.

Deandra Lee Lucas, 
arraigned on two misdemean-
ors of possession and distri-
bution of marijuana, qualified 
for a court appointed attorney. 
Trial will be set August 25.

Cara D. Mellanson of Rich-
mond was set for trial on Sep-
tember 8 for a misdemeanor 
charge of failure to appear.

Terrence Marcel Clarke was 
arraigned on a felony charge of 
obstruction of justice, inflict-
ing bodily harm and impeding 
justice. He qualified for a court 
appointed attorney. Trial will 
be set August 25.

Rashan Jamel Foote of 
Weems was arraigned on 
a charge of felony forcible 
rape. He qualified for a court 
appointed attorney. Trial will 
be set in conjunction with co-
defendants on October 13. 
He was released on a secured 
bond with $25,000 personal 
recognizance added. Foote 
was ordered to have no contact 
with the victim.

Joshua Tyler Williams of 
Mathews was arraigned on 
three felonies of receiving 
stolen goods and credit card 
fraud. The case was contin-
ued to August 25 in order for 
the defendant to provide an 
income statement from his 
employer in order to qualify 
for a court appointed attorney.

WHY
ADVERTISE?
You’re reading this aren’t you?

804.435.1701, Jessica ext.  15

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Two of the Northern Neck’s most notable 
sons have died recently. The first was Bobby 

Crowther, an iconic figure 
in the automotive industry 
for over half a century, 
having spent his entire 
career in his family’s busi-
ness, Crowther Ford in 
Kilmarnock. Bobby was 
the eldest son of Bob and 
Ruth Crowther, and he 
inherited two of their dis-
tinctive traits.

From his father he 
maintained a lifelong 
interest in the political 
scene, whether at the local, 
national or global level. 
Early in every conversation he would turn to 
the topic by saying, “What do you think about 
what’s happening?” In retirement he listened to 
the news all day long and absorbed every tidbit 
put forth by the media. By no means does that 
imply that he agreed with all that he heard, but 
from his retirement home across from the car-
nival grounds in Kilmarnock, he could discuss 
the world at large.

A few years ago when he built his new 
home, friends asked him how he would like 
living across from the week-long hubbub of 
activity each summer, to which he replied that 

he looked forward to it as it afforded him the 
opportunity to see many friends he otherwise 

might miss all year. 
Bobby was extraor-

dinarily gregarious 
and lived to be with 
people. Each morning 
he enjoyed breakfast at 
Lee’s Restaurant, sit-
ting with his friends, 
catching up on their 
news and offering his 
own analyses of world 
events. After all his 
decades in the automo-
bile business, Bobby 
never lost interest in 
what new models were 

coming out, which dealerships were prospering, 
which were not and what was the best value for 
the customer. After three generations in the car 
world, the automobile was in his DNA. From 
his mother Bobby learned to be both resource-
ful and neat, maintaining his home to a level of 
perfection that few homemakers achieve. Ruth 
was known for the quality of her home life, a 
tradition she passed along to Bobby. 

Bobby died last month at the age of 80 
without ever becoming “old.” He was actively 
involved in doing his part helping others, giving 
to the community and being a friend to all.

Robert Edward Crowther, III, October 28, 
1936 – July 25, 2017. R.I.P.

  *****

The other iconic passing was that of Her-
bert Hammock of Burgess. Herbert was 

a master printer, truly the old fashioned kind, 
one who took pride in seeing 
his work on paper. He and 
his wife, Phyllis, operated 
Hammock’s Print Shop on 
Northumberland Highway 
in Burgess, where they pro-
duced printed work of the 
highest quality. Herbert was 
a perfectionist and all of his 
work reflected the ideals he set for himself, but 
although respected and appreciated by all of 
his customers, Herbert was better known for 
his community service.

For many years he was a Deputy in the 
Northumberland Sheriff’s Office, dispatching 
fellow officers to various assignments, acutely 
listening to the scanners and telephones to 
remain on top of whatever was happening 
across the County.

In his spare time, Herbert was the “Volun-
teer Par Excellence,” giving truly untold hours, 
days, indeed years of his time to the Northum-
berland Rescue Squad and the Fairfields Volun-

teer Fire Department, in both of which he was a 
life member. Whenever a crisis occurred, Her-
bert could be counted upon to be among the 
first on the scene, offering his expertise, talent 
and reassurance to everyone involved in ame-
liorating the situation. 

Over the course of his decades-long ser-
vice, innumerable individuals received better, 

often life-saving, 
treatment because 
of Herbert being 
involved in the 
early, critical stages 
of their care. At the 
same time many 
peoples’ homes and 
businesses were 

saved from destructive fires because Herbert 
gave up his own pursuits to fight the fires that 
threatened their property. His energy level was 
remarkable, giving of himself both to the the 
rescue squad and the fire department, asking 
for no reward other than the satisfaction of 
knowing he had done his utmost to help those 
in need. 

Herbert was a modest and humble man, who 
expressed himself in a gentlemanly manner, 
which merited him the gratitude, respect and 
appreciation of all who knew him.

Herbert Booker Hammock, June 25, 1943 – 
July 31, 2017. R.I.P.

Herbert was a master printer, 
truly the old fashioned kind, 
one who took pride in seeing 
his work on paper.

After all his decades in the 
automobile business, Bobby 
never lost interest in what 
new models were coming out, 
which dealerships were pros-
pering, which were not and 
what was the best value for 
the customer. 

Focal Point

"Small Town Summer Night," August 3, 2017, 82nd annual Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department Firemen's Festival.

Photo by Cristian Shirilla

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

A couple or three weeks ago, in the middle 
of National Ice Cream Month, I received a 
press release claiming vanilla outranks choco-
late as the most popular ice cream flavor in all 
of the U.S.

According to a recent survey by the Inter-
national Dairy Foods Association (IDFA), the 
top five best-selling flavors, ranked in order, 
are vanilla, chocolate, cookies and cream, 
mint chocolate chip and chocolate chip cookie 
dough.

Pecans are the most popular nut or nut fla-
voring, and strawberries are the most popular 
fruit added to ice cream.

It doesn't surprise me that chocolate, or 
variations thereof, would dominate the top five. 
However, V-A-N-I-L-L-A? Boring.

Some people just have no taste. Come to find 
out, the survey was conducted by the IDFA 
among its members who make and market ice 
cream as well as members of the National Ice 
Cream Retailers Association, which includes 
operators of ice cream parlors.

Of course they'd say vanilla. They want you 
to buy a piece of flavorful pie or up it to a 
sundae. Ka-ching.

“Vanilla has long been the best-selling ice 
cream flavor not only because it is creamy 
and delicious, but also because of its abil-
ity to enhance so many other desserts and 
treats,” says Cary Frye, IDFA vice president of 
regulatory and scientific affairs and nationally 
respected expert on ice cream and frozen des-
serts. “It tastes great topped by whipped cream 
and fudge sauce in a sundae, with root beer in a 
float or atop a warm slice of apple pie.”

They didn't ask me. In my world, chocolate 
is number one. Just chocolate. No crunch, no 
dough, no mint, no cookie crumbs. Just plain 
chocolate.

I'm not alone here.
According to my own informal survey con-

ducted in the greater Kilmarnock area, naming 

a top flavor proved inconclusive. Evidence sug-
gests vanilla may be among the most popular 
flavors, but definitely it can't claim sole owner-
ship in all its crowning glory.

Turning to the local experts, Ashlynn Goode 
at Stevie's Ice Cream says twist and vanilla 
are basically tied when it comes to a top seller. 
Twist is a combination of equal parts soft-serve 
chocolate and vanilla. If it's any consolation, 
chocolate is their most popular milkshake 
flavor, followed closely by peanut butter.

Cheryl Dunaway at Country Cottage says 
chocolate is their top seller. They offer a vari-
ety of Hershey's premium hand-dipped options. 
Vanilla, cappuccino crunch and Moose Tracks 
rank near the top, respectively.

At Front Porch Coffeehouse & Gather-
ing Place, assistant manager Darrick Jones 
says their most popular flavor is black rasp-
berry chocolate chip. The Front Porch offers 
Graeter's premium hand-dipped ice cream.

At The Kilmarnock Inn, general manager 
Greg Griffin says homemade salted caramel 
is their most popular ice cream. They serve 
13 different flavors of homemade gourmet ice 
cream crafted by Sandy Donahue.

The diversity of my survey results suggests 
the local market has a discerning palate when it 
comes to frozen dairy products.

The top five, I tell you what, are chocolate, 
raspberry, lemon, butter pecan and strawberry.

In 1984, President Ronald Reagan signed 
resolutions designating July as National Ice 
Cream Month and the third Sunday in July as 
National Ice Cream Day.

Although the proclamation only mentioned 
a specific month and day in 1984, it stuck 
because Martha Washington served ice cream 
to her guests and you can't get any more Amer-
ican than that.

The average American consumes more than 
23 pounds of ice cream per year. Why settle for 
average, or boring? Go for the chocolate.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

What’s in a name? Plenty.
For instance, say the 

names Democrat or Republi-
can. These two names today 
instantly conjure thoughts 
of angst, distrust, animosity, 
anger and disregard.

Whole massive groups are 
identified as being in total 
agreement or total opposition 
to the views of the other group 
by a differing name. 

What ever happened to the 
idea of “loyal” opposition 
where the good of the whole 
brought minds together?

Today, it doesn’t seem to 
matter what idea is formulated 
under a banner carrying one 
of these two names, there is 
instant opposition regardless 
of the merits of the idea.

The names bring elected 
officials, who are otherwise 
intelligent, well-meaning 
people, into a state of stupidly 
and self-serving mindset that 
leads to total inaction. 

More disturbing is the fact 
that this cancer of radical 
unyielding rancor has spread 
into the constituency of these 
leaders.

Perhaps it is time to aban-
don the names. Is a total reset 
of the political landscape pos-
sible, allowing renaming that 
would result in groups sharing 
common goals with differing 
approaches to come together 
in a way that the shared ideas 
would result in a better out-
come? 

The current philosophical 
climate, resulting in inability 
to function, must end. In the 
meantime, the best that might 
be expected is to have 20% of 
both houses of all legislative 
bodies be comprised of truly 
independent representatives 
who would serve as a buffer 
between the two factions. 

The radical sides of any 
argument would thus have to 
convince the middle ground 
as to which approach is best or 
effect a compromise that will 
be in the best interest of and 
the consent of the governed.

Roy Cameron,
White Stone

Name calling

The news that the Virginia 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) has renewed the 
groundwater withdrawal permit 
of the WestRock Co. paper mill 
at West Point has raised a lot 
of dust in the local community. 
This mill, together with Inter-
national Paper Corp. (IP) mill 
at Franklin, accounted for more 
than one-half of the groundwa-
ter usage on the Virginia coastal 
plain for decades.

Today, the West Point mill 
withdraws roughly 19 million 
gallons of groundwater per day 
(mgd). The Franklin mill, after 
reopening in 2012, pumps out 
approximately 9 mgd. As a 
result, artesian water levels have 
fallen 200 feet below their pre-
20th century positions.

In an attempt to reduce the 
stress on the aquifer system 
and preserve the sustainabil-
ity of the regional groundwater 
supply, the DEQ has imposed a 
descending scale of withdrawal 
limits for the new permit at the 
WestRock mill: years 1-3, 20 
mgd; years 4-7, 19.2 mgd; years 
8-9, 17 mgd; year 10, 16 mgd. 
Additionally, the DEQ staff is 
considering a long-term target of 
9 to 10 mgd, as well as freezing 
withdrawals at the IP mill at 10 
to 12 mgd. Similar reductions 
are planned for several large 
industrial water users, as priority 
of use is gradually transferred to 
public water providers.

What’s clear is that the state 
government believes the ground-
water supply has not yet reached 
a crisis point and time remains 
to develop and implement con-
servation measures and various 
water supply alternatives, such 
as surface water enhancement, 
wastewater recycling, desalina-
tion, aquifer storage and recov-
ery and rainwater capture. 

This strategy of experi-
ment and incremental action 
is, frankly, a roll of the dice. 
Because it’s not possible to 
know precisely the volume of 
the supply, we can only hope for 
its potential success.

Frank W. Fletcher,
Reedville

DEQ rolls dice
on water supply Since the Affordable Care 

Act (ACA) became the law 
of the land in 2010, I have 
organized the annual ACA 
Open Enrollment Clinic at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library.

Year after year, I have seen 
smiles and tears as Northern 
Neck residents learned that 
they and their families would 
have affordable healthcare–
often for the first time in 
their lives. Tragically, I also 
have seen residents who left 
the clinic without healthcare 
because they fell into the 
Medicaid Gap, meaning that 
they earned too much money 
for Medicaid and made too 
little money for eligibility 
under the ACA. The Repub-
lican-led Virginia General 
Assembly has refused to 
accept federal funding to 
close the Medicaid Gap and 
therefore, 400,000 Virgin-
ians are denied health insur-
ance.

Access to affordable 
healthcare is important and 
personal to me because I 
have had an incurable, reoc-
curring cancer since 1984. I 
am alive because I have had 
great healthcare. I have had 
13 major surgeries to beat 
back this disease. Just one 
of my surgeries was over 
$300,000. There was a time 
when I hit my insurance’s $1 
million cap. There was a time 
when my COBRA was run-
ning out. There was a time 
when I was paying $1,400 a 
month for insurance. 

For years, I lived in fear 
of losing my insurance and 
the medical care and finan-
cial security that comes with 
health insurance. I am now 
on Medicare and I feel safe. I 
may die of this cancer, but it 
will not be because I could 
not get health insurance.

 I want every one of my 
neighbors and fellow Ameri-
cans to feel safe. Now is 
the time to move forward to 
Medicare for all.

Laurie Morissette,
Heathsville

Medicare for all

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

With the House on its annual August 
recess, I want to update folks on the efforts 
under way to protect and restore our 
national treasure, the Chesapeake Bay. 

To start, you must know the Chesapeake 
Bay is not just a policy topic for me. Like 
so many of you, I view the bay as the life-
blood of our region's economy, the home to 
countless species of fish and other wildlife 
and a true natural treasure that needs to be 
maintained and protected. I grew up enjoy-
ing the natural wonders of the bay and the 
watershed area and know countless people, 
including my son, who make their living on 
the water. The Chesapeake Bay is a way of 
life for us. 

Does policy affect the bay? Of course. 
And my job, as your representative, is to 
ensure that any bill or proposal related to 

the bay has its long-term health and viabil-
ity in mind. 

In the past, I authored bipartisan legisla-
tion aimed at preserving the environmental 
health of the bay. In 2014, my Chesapeake 
Bay Accountability and Recovery Act, 
which will increase coordination and trans-
parency within Chesapeake Bay restoration 
efforts, was signed into law. I am now com-
mitted to ensuring the bill is implemented 
effectively.

Most recently, my efforts have focused on 
ensuring adequate funding is provided for 
the Chesapeake Bay Program, an intra-state 
partnership across multiple states, local 
governments, academic institutions and 
non-governmental organizations working 

WITTMAN, continued on page A7
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You are a miracle. Your heart. Your mind. Your soul. 

Each part, perfectly, UNIQUELY … you.

Miracles of science. Miracles of skill. And of compassion.  
Some are easy to explain. Some will never be.

But, where hearts and minds are open — and where 
mission and passion are united — miracles can happen. 

Miracles like you.

together to implement plans to protect and restore the bay. 
When reports surfaced that the White House budget 

proposal would eliminate funding for the program, I imme-
diately wrote a letter to President Trump calling for $73 
million be devoted to the Chesapeake Bay Program in his 
2018 budget. 

Unfortunately, that request was ignored and the program 
was cut out of the 2018 White House budget. 

The good news is that after working with House Appro-
priations Committee members, $60 million in funding for 
the Bay Program was included in the Interior Department 
spending bill. Sixty million is a lot more than $0, but I 
still fear this funding is not enough to sustain the program, 
which we know is having great success.

We have seen the success of the Chesapeake Bay Pro-
gram through clearer water, more oysters and more blue 
crabs, demonstrating that the partnership is working. I will 
continue to be a strong advocate for full funding for the 
Bay Program as the appropriations debate resumes in Sep-
tember. 

Two other legislative proposals I am pushing related to 
the bay are the North American Wetlands Conservation 
Act and a bill to reauthorize the Chesapeake Gateways and 
Watertrails program by the National Park Service. Each of 
these bills is critical to the bay's continued role as a safe 
habitat for wildlife and an economic driver for our region. 
I will keep you updated on each of these bills as they move 
through the legislative process. 

The bay and watershed area is home to nearly 17 million 
people and more than 3,600 species of animals and plants. 
And so to understand what is going on with the bay, you 
need to get out on the water and spend time talking with the 
people engaged in protecting the bay. 

I recently participated in the Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion’s Annual Clean the Bay Day in Westmoreland State 
Park. Clean the Bay Day brings Virginians together to help 
remove harmful litter and debris from our rivers, streams 
and beaches. It's great to join with folks from around the 
region to do our small part to take care of the bay.

I also meet regularly with my First District Environmen-
tal Council to hear feedback and ideas from experts in the 
area on what we should be working on in the House to pro-
tect the bay and all of our natural areas. 

Protecting and restoring the bay will continue to be a top 
priority of mine in the House when we return to session.

Do you remember?
This photo shows the 1955 Lancaster High School Band. Many members of this group 
also played for the opening of the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge in 1957, 
reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. Although Ashburn and 
museum friends are able to identify some of the members, many remain unidentified. 
To help with identification, call Ashburn, 296-0930. "Do you remember?" is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum. Photo courtesy of David Reedy

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the August 

11, 1927, issue of the Rappah-
annock Record)

Lancaster
Mr. and Mrs. S. P. Gresham 

of Louisville, Ky., Mrs. L. G. 
White and daughter, Mrs. S. B. 
Canney and Mrs. Kellum and 
daughters, all of Portsmouth, 
Va., were visiting friends and 
relatives in the county last week.

Miss Esther Davenport of 
New York is spending some 
time at her parental home here. 
She has just returned from a 
western tour including an ocean 
trip to Alaska. She reported a 
wonderful time.

Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Davenport 
and sons are visiting the lady's 
parental home in Warren, Penn.

Miss Celeste Beane of Fred-
ericksburg S. T. C. spent last 
week-end at her home here.

Mr. J. A. Doubles, District 
Deputy M. W. A. is in the 
county this week attending the 
meetings of various camps. Mr. 
Doubles has many friends here 
who are always glad to see him 
and encourage the neighborly 
spirit for which Woodcraft 
stands.

Mrs. J. L. Cornwell has 
returned from St. Luke's Hos-
pital, Richmond, where she 
recently had an operation for 
appendicitis.

Mrs. T. J. Downing and 
daughter, Miss Sue, have 
returned from a motor trip to 
Annapolis, Md., and other 
places of interest.

Local mention
Mrs. Lizzie K. Pinckard of 

Lancaster has been visiting 
her daughter, Mrs. C. F. Carter.

After being confined to the 
house for two months, we are 
glad to see Mr. S. W. Eubank 
out again.

Miss Francis Treakle, having 
attended Summer school in 
Charlottesville, has returned 
to her home in Fleets Bay.

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Bowen 
of Remington, Va., are visiting 
relatives in Lancaster.

Mrs. J. W. Chowning of 
Bertrand who is spending the 
summer in New York with her 
son, and a terrible fall; and we 
are glad to hear she is getting 
on nicely.

Misses Heflin, guests of 
Miss Elizabeth Henderson 
have returned to their home in 
Fredericksburg.

Miss Margaret Lawson is 
the guest of Lucy Treakle.

Messrs. Geo. Gresham, 
Ralph Dunaway, W. E. Smither 
and Edmund Brent went out 
on a fishing steamer Monday 
and caught a great many fish.

Miss Mary Sue Bus-
sels returned to her home in 
Washington Wednesday, after 
spending the month of July 
with relatives here.

Fleets Bay
Miss Ruth Coppedge 

returned last week from Char-
lottesville, where she attended 
the Teachers College.

Mrs. Susie Adams and little 

daughter of Gambills, Md., 
spent some time recently with 
her uncle, W. E. Patterson and 
family.

Mr. and Mrs. Kesterson of 
Alabama came up last week 
to visit the lady's parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. P. Forrester, also 
to be with her sister, Mrs. 
Ethel Day, who is quite indis-
posed. Their brother, Anslie is 
also home.

Capt. J. K. Lankford and 
Sidney Bussells returned from 
Delaware last week. The boat 
they were fishing on having 
cut out for a while.

Steamer fishing continues 
dull. No fish on the beach and 
only a few in the bay.

Mrs. Coppedge we under-
stand lost quite a lot of her 
fowl with some strange dis-
ease. We sympathize with this 
good lady in her loss.

Mrs. Mary Gaskins and 
little Miss Virginia visited the 
lady's parental home in Mid-
dlesex Sunday.

The canning house at 
Kilmarnock wharf started up 
Saturday to can up the last of 
the early crop of tomatoes. 
There are also a few of the 
late crop beginning to ripen. 
We notice some crops badly 
blighted.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Wittman
continued from page A6

Rappahannock Indivisible-We 
the People will meet at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 16, at the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of the Northern Neck, 366 James 
Wharf Road, White Stone.

The discussion topic will be 
civil rights and race relations in 
the Northern Neck.

Speakers will include Jim 
Long, president of the Northum-
berland County NAACP, and 
Vashti Jones, a member of the 
Interracial Conversations group 
in Lancaster County, reported 
media contact Mari Bonomi.

Long is a retired school teacher 

who serves as a member of the 
Northumberland board of super-
visors. He will speak on the 
activities of his NAACP chapter 
and highlight what opportunities 
exist to support efforts to improve 
interactions and relationships 
among the people of the North-
ern Neck.

Jones is a retired commercial 
credit manager who formerly 
served as executive director 
of information technology for 
human resources as part of the 
state government of Maryland. 
She will speak about the for-
mation and ongoing programs 

Rappahannock Indivisible
will discuss race relations

The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 15, at the Lan-
caster Community Library, 16 
Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock.

The agenda will include com-
mittee reports.

All chairmen should be pre-
pared to report on their area of 
concern, said Lloyd N. Hill.

The Freedom Fund commit-
tee will present an update on 
progress for the upcoming Free-
dom Fund Banquet, he said.

NAACP 
will meet
August 15

The Lancaster County 
Republican Committee will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, August 
15, at Chesapeake Bank Train-
ing Center, 51 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The meeting agenda will 
include consideration of pro-
posals for campaign activities 
to be sponsored by the commit-
tee in the weeks leading up to 
the general election, said chair-

man Sue Clingan.
All committee members are 

urged to attend, she said. 
Proposed activities include 

participation in Del. Margaret 
Ransone’s voter contact effort 
and proposals for a major cam-
paign fundraiser for the com-
mittee, said Clingan.

Other items will include 
votes on those who have 
applied for membership.

Lancaster Republicans
to consider upcoming
campaign activities

The Department of Gen-
eral Services (DGS) recently 
announced a temporary fence has 
been erected around the General 
Assembly Building so the Com-
monwealth can begin abatement 
and demolition of the building 
then construction of a new facil-
ity.

 Among related impacts:

year, the sidewalk along the 
south side of Broad Street will 
close from 9th Street to 10th 
Street. Beginning in December, 
the southernmost lane of east-
bound Broad Street also will 
close and will remain closed 
through 2021.

of 9th Street will close from the 
Capitol Square fence to Broad 
Street and remain closed through 
2021.

of the Interracial Conversa-
tions group.

Both speakers have been asked 
to share their views on the current 
status in the Northern Neck of 
racial equality and relationships, 
said Bonomi. They will highlight 
positive elements and suggest 
areas for improvement.

General Assembly Building
project fence will impact
capitol traffic through 2021

Capitol Square will be inacces-
sible and remain closed through 
2021. 

-
fic. Those state employees who 
park along 11th Street near the 
Patrick Henry Building will enter 
and exit at that street.
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September 
Rivah Time!

From the Potomac Rivah to the York Rivah
A FREE guide to the Northern Neck  

and Middle Peninsula. SUPER SAVINGS  
by advertising in more than one issue!

On Newsstands:  August 31
Advertising Deadline:  August 21

Call the Rappahannock Record at

435-1701 
for more information or email 
sara@rapprecord.com 
jessica@rapprecord.com  
marilyn@rapprecord.com

Saturday, August 12, 2017
7:00 -11:00 PM

Richmond County Fair
featuring

Johnny Folsom 4
A Johnny Cash Tribute Band

The Richmond County Fairgrounds are  
located on the Route 3 Bypass in Warsaw

www.richmondcountyfair.com

An online purchase of a 
1935 negative brings back 

memories of one of the coldest 
winters in memory and gives us a 
glimpse into the rich oyster heri-
tage of the Town of Urbanna. 

Kerry Robusto of Urbanna 
recently purchased a negative of 
a group of men out on the ice, in 
a boat with an A on the bow. The 
seller indicated the photograph 
was taken in the Rappahannock 
River near Urbanna.

The mystery surrounding the 
photo was solved when Robusto 
did some research by talking to 
Carl Dize of Urbanna, a native 
of Tangier Island. Dize recalled 
a bad freeze in 1935 when the 
U.S. Coast Guard cutter Apache 
rescued several Tangier Island 
oystermen whose vessels were 
marooned in the ice on Urbanna 
Creek.

With further research, the story 

of “Heavy Ice in Bay and River” 
in the January 31, 1935, issue 
of the Rappahannock Record in 
Kilmarnock revealed more about 
the story and further explained 
the photo.

The article stated that 50 oys-
termen were “marooned on a 
number of small (oyster) boats 
in the ice in the Rappahannock 
River and Urbanna Creek, were 
rescued ... by the Coast Guard 
Cutter Apache.”

The 50 men, along with 17 
others rescued from boats on the 
Potomac River off Dahlgren, 
were taken home to Tangier. The 
article stated the Cutter Apache 
was “ordered to the rescue after 
receiving reports from the Naval 
Proving Grounds at Dahlgren 
that the Tangier Island oyster fleet 
had been tied up in the ice (on 
the Potomac and Rappahannock 
rivers) since last Wednesday’s 
storm (eight days). Chesapeake 
Bay has been hit by sub zero 

LANCASTER—The peak 
of hurricane season will be 
upon the region soon and it is 
easy to become complacent, as 
there have been several years 
without a significant impact 
from a tropical system. 

Preparing for a hurricane is 
similar to preparing for any 
emergency and just takes a few 
simple actions. Make a kit with 
emergency supplies. Make a 
plan for the family to follow 
when the disaster hits, includ-
ing what to do and where to go. 
Knowing how to stay informed 
about the situation is equally 
as important. These are actions 
residents should take before 
a storm to protect themselves 
and their family. 

Disaster kits vary depend-
ing on the needs of the family. 
They typically only require 
common household items. 
Flashlights, garbage bags, a 
hand crank or battery-operated 
radio, non-perishable food 
for three days and water—a 
gallon per person per day for 
at least three days—are items 
that many households already 
have but should be specifically 
designated for emergency use 
by placing them in a box or 
an area of the home where it 
is easy to get to when needed. 
Chargers for electronic devices 
and medical supplies should be 
included based on the needs of 
the household. Fire extinguish-
ers are also a small but impor-
tant addition to any home and 
disaster kit. 

A first aid kit is a simple and 
important addition. A first aid 
kit should include bandages, 
antibiotic ointment, gloves 
and dressings to stop bleeding, 
tape, eyewash and scissors. Pre-
scription medications should 
be kept refilled to avoid delays 
during and after an emergency, 
as pharmacies may not be open 
as soon as the disaster passes. 
Over-the-counter medications 
like pain relievers and antacids 
are also good to keep on hand 
for general use. 

While disaster kits are rela-
tively easy to prepare, a plan 
might not be quite as simple. 
Every disaster is different so 
what may work for one disas-
ter may not work for another. 
Having several options avail-
able may help relieve the stress 
of one not working. For exam-

In 1935, much of the Rappahannock River and Chesapeake Bay were frozen solid during one of the worst blizzards in local 
history. In the old photo above, members of the ice cutter Apache assist marooned Tangier Island oystermen in Urbanna Creek 
near Urbanna. The men were transported home to Tangier Island and came back later when the ice had thawed to get their 
boats and finish the oyster season. Photo courtesy of Kerry Robusto

U.S. Coast Guard cutter Apache to the rescue
by Larry Chowning weather since the snow storm. 

Most of the upper bay has been 
clogged with ice,” stated the arti-
cle. “The rescued men said their 
boats had been frozen-in since 
Thursday and they had exhausted 
practically all of their provisions. 
The Apache supplied them with 
food and it is understood to have 
prepared a considerable quantity 
[of food] to be sent to shore at 
Tangier.”

The bay was frozen so solid 
that Patrol Boat CG-14—when 
ordered “to assist the Apache in 
rendering aid to the marooned 
oystermen—had to return to port 
“being unable herself to make 
any progress through heavy ice 
in the rivers and creeks.”

In 1935, a large part of the 
Tangier Island oyster fleet came 
to Urbanna in October to work 
the rich Rappahannock River 
oyster beds. The oyster boats 
would raft off, side-by-side, out 

into the creek. Although some 
Tangier Island watermen had 
family in Urbanna and could 
board with them, many lived on 
the boats that had sparse accom-
modations.

The 1935 freeze was just two 
years after the August Storm 
of 1933 that forced numerous 
Tangier Island families to move 
to Urbanna, Reedville, Mor-
ratico and to several other com-
munities on the western shore. 
They moved in search of higher 
ground with good fishing nearby. 

The 1933 storm flooded Tang-
ier Island up to the second floors 
of some two-story homes. After 
the storm, 13 Tangier families 
moved to Urbanna, carrying fur-
niture, livestock and all their pos-
sessions in their boats. Dize is 
one of just a few, first-generation 
Tangiermen living in town today 
who came to Urbanna right after 
the August Storm.

Citizens urged to prepare
for hurricanes; build a kit, 
make a plan, stay informed

by Heather Brown, deputy         
emergency cordinator, and
Terrence J. McGregor, chief
of emergency services

ple, having more than one way 
of getting out of a neighbor-
hood or area would be useful 
if there is a traffic accident that 
is blocking the primary exit. 
Another issue during a disas-
ter is communication. Under-
standing that typical modes 
of communication may not be 
available for extended periods 
of time is key. Electricity may 
be out which will hinder cell 
phone usage. Having a plan 
to meet at a specific time and 
place might be useful in the 
event that communication is 
not available. 

It is important to make sure 
the home is ready for a disas-
ter as well. Survey property for 
hazards during a hurricane and 
take actions to secure them. 
Generators used by many 
households are a good way to 
keep things close to normal 
following a disaster. However, 
it is important to use and main-
tain the generators properly 
according to the manufactur-
er’s guidelines. Insurance poli-
cies should also be reviewed 
to make sure the home and 
property are covered. Copies 
should be made and kept in a 
safe place. 

Staying up-to-date on the 
events in the area will make it 
easier to make decisions when 
the time comes. Lancaster 
County Emergency Services 
uses newspapers, radio and 
television, as well as Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and Tumblr 
to disseminate information. 
Residents are urged to regis-
ter for CodeRed notifications 
to directly receive the most 
urgent information put out by 
Lancaster County officials. 

The National Weather Ser-
vice and other emergency ser-
vices agencies also use mul-
tiple platforms to share infor-
mation. The best way to stay 
completely informed is signing 
up for notifications from the 
different emergency organiza-
tions in your area ahead of the 
disaster. 

Residents are urged to visit 
Readylancaster.org, the official 
website for Lancaster County 
Emergency Services. Here, 
they will find links to register 
for CodeRED and important 
information about emergency 
supplies and plans. Preparing 
early makes response easier 
when disaster strikes. 

The peak of hurricane 
season for our region is mid-
September. Build a kit. Make a 
plan. Stay informed. 

Find us on Facebook!

RRecord.com


