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KILMARNOCK—It’s time to ride Big Eli, eat some funnel cake and play 
some carnival games. The 82nd annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Firemen’s Festival will open tonight, July 27.

The carnival will continue at 7 p.m. nightly through August 5, except 
Sunday, at the KVFD Carnival Grounds, 200 Waverly Avenue, Kilmarnock. 

The carnival will feature a new emergency vehicle children’s ride with little 
fire trucks and police cars representing community emergency vehicles. The 
ride is sponsored by the Bank of Lancaster/Virginia Commonwealth Bank. 

Tom Jones of KVFD spent many long hours organizing this project with the 
Bank of Lancaster and every party involved, said carnival president Johnny 
Smith. 

“My hat goes off to Tom for an excellent job on this,” said Smith. 
The ride was built by Randy Moubray of Moubray and Company and Roxy 

Fisher of Kilmarnock Lettering did the details. 
“The Bank of Lancaster/Virginia Commonwealth Bank is a huge supporter 

of the Kilmarnock Volunteer Firemen’s Carnival which is their largest fund-
raiser of the year,” said marketing assistant Lindsay Crigler. “The bank also 
supports the carnival by sponsoring a family employee night each year which 
allows family members the enjoyment of rides and food for the evening.”

Upon arrival this year even adults will want to purchase a few extra game 
tickets because the KVFD has new prizes at select game stands. 

The annual raffle grand prize is a 2017 Toyota Tacoma four-wheel drive 
pickup truck. Tickets are $10.

Tickets may be purchased at the carnival as supplies last. A drawing will be 
held at the conclusion of the carnival on August 5.

Ray Lewis of the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department fine tunes the 
new emergency vehicle children’s ride. Photo by Madison White Franks

KVFD Carnival opens tonight

WINDMILL POINT—Troy Wyne 
was paddle boarding on Little Oyster 
Creek when he noticed a couple of 
tires on the river bottom. Aware of 
the serious environmental toxins 
caused by decomposing tires, he 
notified the county.

Brian Barns, Lancaster’s environ-
mental codes compliance officer, 
and Richard Moncure, Friends of the 
Rappahannock’s tidal river steward, 
accompanied Wyne on a canoe trip 
to survey the creek.

Wyne believes most of the tires 
ended up in the creek during storm 
events and others may have been 
dumped there. 

Barnes called it “legacy dumping 
from the 50s and 60s when it wasn’t 
known that tires degrade” and before 
there were county dump sites for 
waste disposal.

Moncure hooked one of the tires 

and pulled it into the canoe. He 
promised to return with his organi-
zation and spend a day on the creek 
helping to clear the tires. 

But as the summer approached, 
Wyne felt he was losing out on the 
perfect conditions to locate the tires. 

“The best time to find them is 
in spring when the water is clear 
and you can see to the bottom,” he 
said. In the summer heat, the algae 
blooms and visibility is less than a 
foot.

As a body-builder who can lift 405 
pounds of weights, Wyne was pretty 
sure he was up to the task. 

For the next few weeks, he went 
out in his canoe and pulled tires from 
along the shoreline, up to a dozen at 
a time. 

Many had been on the river bottom 
for years, creating so much suction 
that Wyne was pushed to his limit in 
lifting them out of the water.

Once a resident accused him of 

trying to steal her oysters, but he 
held up a tire and assured her he 
was no threat to anything but tires. 
Another creek resident argued that 
tires are used to stabilize the shore-
line. While he noted the tires he 
was pulling were randomly spread 
around the creek, he also explained 
that decomposing tires are harmful 
to the environment. He referred her 
to the Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality website for more 
information.

After several weekends, he col-
lected 56 tires—some very old, some 
newer.

“There was no grass growing 
under the tires, but after pulling them 
out, the grass is starting to return,” 
he said. 

Wyne paid to have the tires hauled 
to a disposal site.

He is hoping to continue future 
efforts with the Friends of the Rap-
pahannock.

LANCASTER—A family-owned 
business that has outgrown its home-
based operations on Irvington Road in 
Kilmarnock is requesting a change of 
zoning to relocate to a larger facility.

A request to rezone a 7.8-acre parcel 
off Mary Ball Road across from Kamps 
Mill Road from residential to light 
industrial received a recommendation 
for approval from the planning commis-
sion last week. The request was made 
by Otho Carlson and his son, Dandridge 
Carlson. 

The Carlsons want to build a 150 x 
60 foot building to house two existing 
businesses, DC’s Powder Coating and 
DC’s Lawn Care. 

According to the application, powder 
coating is an environmentally safe res-
toration process using sandblasting, hot 
pressure washing and re-coating tech-
niques using a powder coating gun and 
oven. 

The Carlsons volunteered to proffer 
and eliminate unnecessary permitted 
uses in the industrial zone.

“The rezoning request can be con-
sidered reasonable and appropriate 
given the fact that nearby parcels have 
industrial or commercial uses…within 
a half-mile…,” said planning and land 
use director Don Gill.

However, District 2 resident Charlie 
Costello disagreed, saying the site is in a 
residential strip. “I oppose the rezoning. 
I regard it as spot zoning,” said Costello.

Planner David Chupp agreed. How-
ever, other planners disagreed and voted 
5-1-1 to recommend supervisors grant 
the request. Planners supporting the 
request included Steve Sorensen, Tom 
Richardson, Tara Booth, Robert Smart 
and Glendon Pinn Jr. Planning chair-
man Ty Brent abstained from the vote, 
citing a relationship with the Carlsons. 

In other business, planners scheduled 
a public hearing August 17 on proposed 
amendments to zoning ordinances deal-
ing with sign regulations, nonconform-
ing uses and general provisions.

by Madison White Franks

Environmental steward pulls
56 tires from Little Oyster Creek

Troy Wyne points out some of the locations on Little Oyster Creek where 
he removed decomposing tires.

Over the course of several weeks, the tires began to stack up.

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

NEWPORT NEWS—By a 6-1 vote 
in June, the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC) took emer-
gency action to return the fall com-
mercial blue crab season closure date 
to November 30, and reduce commer-
cial bushel limits for the month. The 
closure date had been December 15.

The VMRC officially adopted the 
regulations following public hearings 
at its meeting Tuesday. 

Results of a winter crab dredge 
survey show that the overall bay blue 
crab stock abundance has grown over 
the past three years, as has the crab 

harvest, but it also showed the fourth 
lowest recorded level of juvenile crabs 
in the history of the survey, according 
to VMRC officials.

The annual Blue Crab Advisory 
Report, released in June, shows there 
is a decline in juvenile crabs in both 
Virginia and Maryland waters. The 
annual report, developed by scientists 
and other experts, is used annually by 
Virginia and Maryland officials and 
the Potomac River Fisheries Com-
mission to develop crab management 
strategies.     

The report stated that while num-

CRAB REPORT:

VMRC to limit 
harvest as juvenile
numbers drop 54%

by Larry Chowning

Country singer Brad Paisley says it best in his hit song, “Letter 
to Me.” He’s older and wiser and wishes he could write a letter 

offering life advice to his 17-year-old self. 
What if you could do that? What words of wisdom would you 

give? 
We’d like to hear what advice seniors ages 65 and older would 

offer to their younger selves for print in our upcoming Senior Living 
supplement. 

Would you have attended a different college, made a career 
change, moved to another country? What advice would you have 
given yourself if you knew then what you know now? 

Send us your advice in 200 words or less. Please include your 
name, for print; and contact information if we need to reach you. 
Submissions may be dropped at the Rappahannock Record office, 
27 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, mailed to the Record at PO Box 
400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482 or emailed to editor@rapprecord.com. 
Submissions also may be mailed to the Southside Sentinel at PO 
Box 549, Urbanna, VA, dropped at the Sentinel office, 276 Virginia 
Street, Urbanna or emailed to editor@ssentinel.com.

Older, wiser, full of advice?
Let’s hear what golden 
wisdom you have to share

CRABBING, continued on page A2

Planners
vote 5-1-1
for change
in zoning
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RAL Studio Gallery

RAL Art Center

will be closed for renovations
July 30 - August 29

will open August 30 for
the Annual Labor Day Exhibit

19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
804- 436 - 9309, ralgallery.com

Prepare for thunderstorms and lightning

IRVINGTON—The Steamboat Era Museum 
is looking for photos and artifacts to supple-
ment future displays featuring the restored 
pilothouse of the steamer Potomac. 

When the pilothouse is brought into the 
museum, all new exhibits will be designed 
around this amazing artifact, said execu-
tive director Barbara Brecher. Museum staff 
is planning the new exhibits and would like 
everyone to search their attics, bookcases and 
closets for photographs, clothing and artifacts 
from the era. 

Photographs will be scanned and the origi-
nals returned to the owners. Artifacts may be 
gifted to the museum or placed on loan, said 
Brecher. All items will be added to the muse-
um’s archive records for future generations to 

enjoy and learn about this important era to the 
Chesapeake Bay communities. 

The future centerpiece of the museum will 
be the pilothouse including the wheelhouse, 
captain’s quarters and two officers’ cabins, she 
said. Steamboat artifacts, such as furniture or 
nautical equipment from the era, is desired to 
complete the outfitting of this display.

Staff is working on a book about the era, 1813 
to 1937, and the Potomac. Any information, 
photographs or artifacts about the era is needed 
for this publication as well, said Brecher. The 
museum also would like to expand its collec-
tion of period clothing for displays and use as 
costumes for museum docents.

To contribute, contact Brecher at director@
steamboateramusuem.org or 438-6888.

Here are some examples of pieces donated to the museum. 

Steamboat Era Museum is
looking for attic treasures

bers of adult female crabs in 
the bay increased by 30%  in 
2017, the overall crab popula-
tion decreased by almost 18%. 
This was primarily due to a 
54% decrease in juvenile crabs 
from 2016 to 2017.

The overall crab population 
has decreased from 553 mil-
lion in 2016 to 455 million in 
2017. Juvenile crabs dropped 
from 271 million to 125 million 
in that same span, just 20 mil-
lion more than the lowest ever 
recorded, in 1992, according to 
the survey.

Robert O’Reilly, chief of 
VMRC’s fisheries division, said 
at the June meeting that “staff 
has concerns about the juvenile 
crabs and there does have to be 
caution, because those are our 
2018 spawners.”

At the start of the crab season 
this year reports were optimis-
tic that there were going to be 
plenty of blue crabs, said Paul 
Foster of Rappahannock Supply 
Company in Church View. 

“Now they tell us there aren’t 
enough juveniles and that crab-
bers need to cut back on harvests 
and time worked,” said Foster.

It is very difficult to do the 
science on crabs because of the 
many variables involved in their 
lifecycle, he said.     

VMRC officials and scien-
tists agree the blue crab popu-
lations are hard to track as 
weather, water temperatures 
and other conditions, as well as 
fishing pressure, play a role in 
the annual population.

Thomas Williams of Wil-
liams and Son Seafood in 
Remlik said they have seen 
fewer hard-shell crabs this 

Crabbing
continued from page A1

month. He and his son, Joey, 
have pulled up their hard crab 
pots due to low catches. They 
are, however, catching peelers 
in peeler pots.

There has also been a drastic 
decline in price for some types 
of crabs, which is not tied to 
supply but rather to demand, 
said Williams. Female crabs 
(sooks) are primarily harvested 
for crab meat picked and pack-
ages at crab packinghouses. The 
price for packinghouse sooks is 
down to $8 a bushel at the dock 
in some areas.     

“The crab picking houses 
have all shut down,” said Wil-
liams. “If we could catch the 
number of crabs we were catch-
ing in the 1960s, what would 
we do with them? When I was 
a boy there was a packinghouse 
on every corner.”

There is currently too much 
supply for the demand and this 
has driven the price down, he 
said. It has also kept some crab-
bers from working. “If you are 
not catching enough to pay for 
gas to work, it’s no sense in 
going.”

It is not unusual for the blue 
crab harvest to go down in July 
and August during the hotter 
weather months, said Williams.

RICHMOND—Hurricanes 
often make more headlines 
during the summer and fall, 
but the Insurance Institute 
for Business & Home Safety 
(IBHS) cautions homeown-
ers to not underestimate the 
destructive and deadly force of 
thunderstorms.

Such storms occur far more 
often and directly affect more 
people and homes in the U.S. 
than hurricanes.

According to IBHS, a whole-
house or -building surge pro-
tector is the best starting point 
for reducing the risk of light-
ning damage, along with local-
ized surge protectors for power 
cords of electronic equipment 
and any telephone and cable or 
satellite television lines.

A power strip plugs into 
a wall outlet and allows for 

multiple electronic devices. It 
won’t protect equipment from 
damage by a power surge. A 
surge protector affords the abil-
ity to plug in multiple devices 
and also protects them against 
surges during a storm.

IBHS cautions against using 
an inexpensive surge protec-
tor—$10 or less—especially to 
protect expensive equipment. 
It’s a good idea to ensure a 
surge protector has been tested 
to UL 1449 and has an indica-
tor light when working.

A licensed electrician or 
home inspector can review 
power, telephone, electrical 
and television connections in 
your home to make sure the 
power line connection and 
your power distribution panel 
are adequately grounded.

Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual 

Insurance Co. (VFBMIC) is 
among the founding organiza-
tions of IBHS, which operates 
a state-of-the-art, multi-risk 
applied research and training 
facility in South Carolina.

The facility was created to 
advance building science by 
enabling researchers to more 
accurately evaluate residen-
tial and commercial construc-
tion materials and systems. 
Researchers at the center can 
simulate CAT-3 hurricane 
winds, hailstorms and wild-
fires and their findings are used 
to improve structural com-
ponents of buildings to make 
them less susceptible to storm 
and fire damage.

“We want to help pro-
tect our customers and keep 
our insurance costs down,” 
said Sam Rooks, VFBMIC 
vice president of underwrit-
ing and policy services. “We 
regularly review the research 

that comes out of the IBHS 
facility and have visited the 
research center to view first-
hand the testing and research 
they perform.”
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Visit Bethlehem, PA
The Christmas City

Visit Bethlehem, PA
The Christmas City

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Featuring Radio City Music Hall’s
“Christmas Spectacular” in New York City

PACKAGE INCLUDES:

2017 Christmas Show–Winter Wonderland at American Music Theater

 

CALL TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS!

4 DAYS ~ 3 NIGHTS
November 28 ~ December 1, 2017

Old Dominion Eye Care, Inc.

We are Proud to Welcome  
Garth Stevens, Jr., M.D., Ophthalmologist

Dr. Stevens is a board-certified ophthalmologist specializing 

in complex cataract surgery, utilizing the most advanced 

technologies in cataract surgery using specialty lenses such 

as multifocal lenses. Dr. Stevens also specializes in glaucoma, 

Lasik, cornea and refractive surgery.

Dr. Stevens received his Doctor of Medicine from the 

University of Virginia, and then completed two fellowships – 

one in cornea and external disease at Georgetown University, 

and the other in ocular immunology at the National Eye 

Institute. Dr. Stevens has been in private practice since 2000 

with offices in Stony Point, Virginia Beach, and in the Northern 

Neck of Virginia. Old Dominion Eye Care, Inc. is excited to 

welcome him to our eye care team.

Dr. Stevens is accepting new patients. For an appointment 

with Dr. Stevens or any of our eye care professionals, please 

contact us at the numbers below.

O L D  D O M I N I O N  E Y E  C A R E ,  I N C .
101 Technology Park Drive | Kilmarnock | 804.435.0547

668 Hospital Road, Suite 301 | Tappahannock | 804.443.6180

Garth Stevens, Jr., M.D.
Ophthalmologist

This year, come “Pick up a Duck!”
PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT.
MAIN ST. KILMARNOCK | BURKESJEWELERS.COM | 804.435.1302

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick McCra-
nie this week reported charges against 20 indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Juante Sutton, 19, of Irvington Road was 
charged July 20 with felony distribution of mari-
juana.

Dasmine D. Fisher, 26, of Greenwood Court 
was charged July 20 with felony distribution of 
marijuana. 

Robert G. Shermer, 27, of Virginia Beach was 
charged July 20 with felony distribution of mari-
juana and a controlled narcotic and misdemeanor 
sale of marijuana.

Deonta D. Merrill, 19, of Washington Street 
was charged July 20 with felony distribution of 
a schedule I-II controlled substance and abuse/
neglect of children.

Tawan M. Rice, 40, of Chestnut Grove Lane 
was charged July 20 with two felony counts of dis-
tribution of a controlled substance.

Damien T. Dandridge, 19, of Brent Court Lane 
was charged July 20 with felony distribution of 
marijuana, grand larceny and failing to appear on 
a misdemeanor charge.

Clifford R. Dawson Jr., 27, of North Main Street 
was charged July 20 with felony distribution of a 
controlled substance schedule I-II.

Jamal D. Waddy, 30, of Fleets Bay Road was 
charged July 20 with felony distribution of a con-
trolled substance schedule I-II.

Judson N. McGuire, 51, of Irvington Road was 
charged July 20 with three counts of distribution 
of marijuana and two felony counts of abuse/
neglect of children.

Justeyn T. Howard, 26, of Heathsville was 
charged July 20 with felony distribution of a con-
trolled substance and the sale of drugs on/near 
school property. 

Kelly G. Abbott, 40, of Heathsville was arrested 
for breaking and entering with intent to commit a 
felony and grand larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Hayden Lane man, 33, was charged July 17 
with public intoxication and destruction of prop-
erty.

A White Chapel Road woman, 26, was charged 
July 17 with assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Moran Creek Drive man, 36, was charged 
July 18 with assault and battery. 

A Shore Drive man, 27, was charged July 19 
with assault and battery of a family member.

A Morattico Road woman, 32, was charged July 
19 with contempt of court.

A Greentown Road man, 59, was charged July 
20 with object sexual penetration.

A Jessie duPont Memorial Highway man, 23, 
was charged July 21 with distribution of marijuana 
and simple possession of marijuana.

A Wiggins Avenue man, 22, was charged July 
21 with contempt of court. 

A Wiggins Avenue man, 22, was charged July 
22 with contempt of court.
Activity Report

July 17: Staff responded to the 100 block of 
Green Tree Drive for a domestic disturbance, to 
the 900 block of Clark Point Drive to check the 
welfare of the resident, to the 800 block of Rap-
pahannock Drive for a larceny of fuel, to the 1200 
block of Irvington Road for a fight in progress 
and the destruction of property, to the 100 block 
of Hatton Avenue to assist the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) with a domestic disturbance 
and violation of a protective order, and to the 1400 
block of Shore Drive for an assault.

July 18: Staff responded to the 200 block of 
Beach Road for a domestic disturbance and van-
dalism of property, to White Stone for a reckless 
driver, to the 1200 block of Irvington Road for 
the possible violation of a protective order, to the 
100 block of Irvington Road to assist KPD with 
the report of several subjects acting disorderly and 
wanting to fight, to the 300 block of Greentown 
Road for a traffic crash involving a motorcycle 
resulting in a fatality, and to Steamboat Road for a 
noise complaint involving loud music.

July 19: Staff responded to the 1800 block of 
Davis Mill Road for the theft of leaf blower, to 
the 100 block of Lloyd Lane to assist KPD with 
a domestic disturbance, and to the 500 block of 
Greentown Road for a domestic disturbance 
involving alcohol.

July 20: Staff responded to the 400 block of 
Greentown Road for a sexual assault, to the 400 
block of Beach Road for a prowler, to the 100 
block of Fiddler Crab Lane for a trespasser, to the 
200 block of School Street to assist KPD with a 
fight in progress involving several young men, to 
the 200 block of Lovers Lane for a possible sui-
cidal person, and to Pinkardsville Road for a traf-
fic hazard caused by a downed tree.

July 21: Staff responded to the 1900 block of 
Goodluck Road for a burglary in progress and 
vandalism, to the 1100 block of Johns Neck Road 
for the theft of fishing equipment,  to the 800 block 
of Weems Road for a domestic disturbance, and 
to the 100 block of York Road for a subject acting 
strangely and in possible need of aid.

July 22: Staff responded to the 100 block of 
Pierces Road for a domestic disturbance; to a 
walk-in report of a domestic assault that involved 
alcohol, to the 1000 block of Boys Camp Road for 
multiple people involved in a fight in progress, to 
White Chapel Road for motorcycles being driven 
recklessly, to the 700 block of River Road for a 
disturbance involving a custody dispute, and to 
Pinkardsville Road for a traffic hazard from a 
downed tree.

July 23: Staff responded to River and Morat-
tico roads for a possible burglary, to the 100 block 
of Purnell Road to assist EMS with a medical 
emergency call, to the 200 block of Clark Point 
Drive for a missing person, and to the 200 block 
of Benson Road for a domestic disturbance with 
alcohol involved.

Staff also conducted 23 traffic stops, issued five 
summonses, assisted two motorists, handled two 
calls for traffic control, investigated five building 
alarms, logged three inmate transports, received 
13 E911 hang-up calls and fielded three calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
assisted emergency medical services (EMS) with 
a landing zone on Steamboat Road and responded 
to a fire/smoke alarm on Oyster Point Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a 
woods fire on Regina Road and assisted EMS on 
Purnell Road.

The Kilmarnock VFD responded to a fire/
smoke alarm on North Main Street.

Northumberland County Sheriff James 
R. “Doc” Lyons this week reported charges 
against eight individuals.
Felony

Richard Benjamin Hardesty Jr., 33, of Dunns-
ville was charged July 20 with grand larceny of a 
four wheeler. This was a Northumberland County 
warrant served by the Essex County Sheriff’s 
Office.
Misdemeanors

A Montross man, 46, was charged July 15 with 
failing to appear in the Northumberland County 
juvenile and domestic relations court. He was 
served by the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

A Wicomico Church man, 35, was charged July 
17 with failing to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A Lancaster man, 23, was charged July 17 with 
failing to obey a court order by not reporting to jail 
for a weekend sentence.

A Kilmarnock woman, 43, was charged July 
17 with failing to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A Lottsburg man, 31, was charged July 19 with 
failing to appear in the Essex County Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court. This was an Essex 
County warrant served by the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 26, was charged July 20 
with possession of marijuana, first offense. He 
also was served with three summonses for posses-
sion of a Schedule VI drug.

A Heathsville woman, 20, was charged July 20 
with possession of marijuana, first offense.

WEEMS—One person was 
killed Tuesday, July 18, when 
the motorcycle he was operat-
ing ran off the road. The crash 
occurred at approximately 8 
p.m. on Greentown Road, 1/10 
mile south of Gaskins Road in 
Weems. 

Virginia State Police Trooper 
E. English is investigating the 
crash.

A 2003 Kawasaki motor-
cycle was traveling south on 
Greentown Road when it ran 
off the road to the left, struck 
a concrete block causing it to 
flip several times, reported VSP 
Sgt. Stephan Vick.

The operator of the Kawa-
saki, Derek O. Jones, 50, of 
Lancaster County was trans-
ported to Bon Secours Rap-
pahannock General Hospital, 
where he died from injuries 
sustained in the crash. He was 
wearing a helmet.

The crash remains under 
investigation. 

DELTAVILLE—The inves-
tigation into the death of a 
61-year-old Deltaville woman 
entered its second week as mul-
tiple law enforcement agencies 
combine efforts, said Middle-
sex Sheriff David P. Bushey on 
Tuesday, July 25.

“I want to assure the Mid-
dlesex County community the 
sheriff’s office has made this 
case a top priority,” said Sheriff 
Bushey in a statement issued on 
Tuesday. “We have two detec-
tives assigned to the case along 
with uniformed deputies assist-
ing. Detectives also are continu-

ing to work with the Virginia 
State Police along with other 
agencies outside the area. We 
will continue to investigate this 
as a homicide.”

Margaret Thornton “Peggy” 
Lammers was found dead in her 
residence on Stove Point Road 
in Deltaville at about 6:15 p.m. 
on July 11 by Middlesex depu-
ties. A family member, who 
lives out of state, had called 
the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office 
(MSO) stating that attempts to 
contact Lammers via cell and 
house phones had been unsuc-
cessful.

Sheriff Bushey explained 
the MSO handles “unattended 

deaths” as homicides unless and 
until the cause of death can be 
proven to not be a homicide. An 
unattended death is one where 
the deceased person appears to 
have been alone and no witness 
has been found to explain what 
happened.

Detectives are awaiting the 
medical examiner’s report on 
the cause of death and the state 
forensic laboratory’s analysis of 
evidence, added Sheriff Bushey.

“The safety of citizens is 
always a top priority,” said 
Sheriff Bushey.

Anyone with information 
should call the Middlesex 
Crime Line at 758-5600.

Investigation continues in
death of Deltaville woman

by Tom Chillemi

Operator is
killed in
motorcycle
crash July 18
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LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of 
supervisors will hold a special work session 
on a proposed emergency management services 
(EMS) building with the project architect and 
staff. 

The meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
August 1, at the County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of 
supervisors will convene at 7 p.m. tonight, 
July 27, at the County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road.

Supervisors will consider a request for 
abatement of tax levies from Lawrence D. and 
Susan D. Shubnell, regarding destroyed prop-
erty. 

Also on the agenda, supervisors will con-
sider a pump and haul request from Michael 
Nonnemacker, and a resolution authorizing 
a $2.5 million revenue anticipation note to 
cover county expenses until taxes are col-
lected in December.

The Agenda
Local Government News
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HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened July 18, with 
the Hon. R. Michael McKenney 
presiding. 
Trials 

Joyce Ball of Montross, 
charged with two felony counts 
of child abuse and a felony of 
manufacturing or distributing 
a controlled substance, was not 
prosecuted at the time of trial. 

The case of Alicia S. Darby of 
Warsaw, charged with a felony 
of manufacturing or distributing 
a controlled substance, was con-
tinued to September 12. 

Justelyn T. Howard of Heaths-
ville, charged with a misde-
meanor of distributing mari-
juana, pled guilty and was sen-
tenced to six months with six 
months suspended. 

The case of Maurice S. Lee of 
Hague, charged with a felony of 
manufacturing or distributing a 
controlled substance, was con-
tinued to September 26. 

Jonathan Middlebrook of 
Haynesville appeared on several 
charges including two felonies 
of strangulation and possess-
ing child pornography and three 
misdemeanors of brandishing a 
firearm, assault and battery, and 
contributing to a delinquency of 
a minor. He pled guilty in the 
assault and battery charge and 
was sentenced to 12 months with 
six months suspended. He also 
pled guilty to the contributing 
to the delinquency of a minor 
charge and was sentenced to 12 

LANCASTER—The man 
charged with shooting and 
killing a Virginia State Police 
(VSP) special agent in Rich-
mond last May was in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court 
Friday, July 21, to face proba-
tion violations stemming from 
other convictions locally.

Travis Aaron Ball, 27, of 
Weems was transported from 
Richmond to Lancaster with 
an escort of five U.S. mar-
shals, four VSP officers and 
a VSP special agent. Accord-
ing to police, the high level of 
security was a precaution to a 
potential response by Ball’s 
Richmond gang, the Bloods.

Ball was indicted June 28 
in Richmond Circuit Court 
of the capital murder of VSP 
special agent Michael Walter. 
The accused’s criminal file 
also shows multiple assault 
and battery charges including a 
conviction in 2013 and allega-
tions in 2016, both by mothers 
of his children, obstruction of 
justice, destruction of property, 
unauthorized use of a vehicle 
and animal cruelty. Most of 
his convictions were in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court. 
One recent charge involves an 
alleged assault in January of a 
14-year-old Richmond girl. 

Only one member of Ball’s 
family attended last week’s 

LANCASTER—Lancaster 
County Circuit Court con-
vened on July 21, with Judge 
R. Michael McKenney presid-
ing.

Judge McKenney heard the 
following cases involving drug 
charges:

Clifford Ray Dawson Jr. of 
Kilmarnock was arraigned on 
two felony counts of distribu-
tion of a schedule II drug. A 
trial date will be set on Sep-
tember 29.

Damien T. Dandridge of 
Lancaster was arraigned on 
one charge of felony distri-
bution of marijuana and one 
felony grand larceny. He quali-
fied for a court appointed attor-
ney. A bond hearing will be 
held July 28.

Brandon Jeron Curry of 

Lancaster was arraigned on a 
felony distribution of cocaine 
charge. Arraignment was con-
tinued to July 28, when a bond 
hearing will be held. He quali-
fied for a court appointed attor-
ney.

Justeyn Tyjaih Howard of 
Heathsville was arraigned 
on felony drug sale near a 
school and felony distribution 
of cocaine. He qualified for a 
court appointed attorney. Trial 
will be set September 15.

Judson Nicholas McQuire 
of Irvington was arraigned on 
five felonies of disregard for a 
child’s life and distribution of 
marijuana. He qualified for a 
court appointed attorney. Trial 
is set for August 25. Bond 
remains in effect.

Deonta Daquan Merrill of 
Lancaster was arraigned on 
two felonies of disregard for 

RICHMOND—Summer-
time is prime time for auto 
theft, which is why the Virginia 
State Police Help Eliminate 
Auto Theft (HEAT) program is 
reminding motorists to secure 
their unattended vehicles.

Of the 9,575 motor vehicle 
theft offenses in 2016, 3,523 
occurred between June and 
September. For the calendar 
year, August had the dubi-
ous distinction of leading all 
months with 957 auto theft 
offenses. July had the second-
most offenses with 924. A total 
of 9,719 motor vehicles were 
reported stolen in 2016.

Many auto thefts could be 
avoided if motorists would 
simply take their keys, said 
HEAT program coordinator 
First Sgt. Steve Hall. Statistics 

NORTHUMBERLAND CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Madison White Franks

Ball’s probation 
hearing continued

Travis Ball

probation violation hearing in 
Lancaster. However, the case 
against Ball was continued 
due to the unavailability of the 
Commonwealth Attorney’s key 
witness, Ball’s probation offi-
cer.

Ball was returned to Rich-
mond immediately following 
his appearance. His trial for 
capital murder of Walter has 
been scheduled for October 
9-19, 2018, in Richmond Cir-
cuit Court.

The punishment for a capital 
murder conviction is either life 
in prison or death. Richmond 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Michael Herring has not made 
the decision whether to seek a 
death sentence. 

months with six months sus-
pended. The strangulation, bran-
dishing a firearm and possessing 
child pornography charges were 
not prosecuted at the time of 
trial. 

The case of Keyvone T. Wil-
liams of Weems, charged with 
two felonies of entering a house 
to commit assault and battery 
and grand larceny, was contin-
ued to July 25. 

Brian K. Wyatt Jr. of Reed-
ville, charged with a felony and 
a misdemeanor of distributing 
marijuana, pled guilty to the 
felony charge and was sentenced 
to three years with two years and 
361 days suspended. The mis-

demeanor charge was not pros-
ecuted at the time of trial. 
Other Cases 

The case of Terrel P. Dicker-
son of Heathsville, charged with 
a felony offense of a probation 
violation, was continued to July 
25. 

Arron L. Darby of Warsaw, 
charged with three felonies 
including one count of selling 
or distributing a controlled sub-
stance and two counts of manu-
facturing or distributing a con-
trolled substance, was granted 
bond and trial was set for Octo-
ber 17. 

The case of Renata L. Daye 

of Heathsville, charged with 
two felonies of credit card theft 
and forgery, was continued for 
review October 24. 

The case of Treneice C. 
Finney of Heathsville, charged 
with child abuse, was dismissed 
upon payment of court costs. 

The case of Mathias J. Rost 
of Colonial Beach, charged with 
10 felony counts of a probation 
violation, was continued for trial 
August 9. 

Dontay N. Davis of Heaths-
ville, charged with a felony 
offense of indecent liberties with 
a child, was sentenced to five 
years with four years and nine 
months suspended.

Unsecured vehicles are easy targets for theft
show that nearly one in four 
vehicles stolen in Virginia have 
the keys inside.

“That’s a problem,” said 
Hall. “In addition to taking 
your keys when you leave your 
vehicle, don’t leave spare keys 
in the glove box or elsewhere 
on the vehicle. Always lock 
the doors and always close 
the windows. At night, choose 
parking spots that are in well-
lit and high-traffic areas if you 
can.”

Drivers should develop good 
habits and avoid complacency, 
because auto thieves can take 
a vehicle in just a matter of 
moments, he said.

“A lot of people think, 
‘I’ll only be in the store for a 
minute, so I’ll just leave the car 
running,’ ” said Hall. “Don’t 

do it. It takes very little time 
for someone in that situation 
to jump into your car and drive 
off.”

To beat the summer heat 
without leaving a vehicle com-
pletely vulnerable, try park-
ing in a garage or shaded area 
when possible. If no shade is 
available when parking, block 
direct sunlight by putting a 
visor in your windshield or 
drape a blanket or towel over 
the dashboard and steering 
wheel.

“Or give yourself a few extra 
minutes before your depar-
ture so you can stay with your 
vehicle while you run your air 
conditioner,” said Hall. “Any 
of these is a better alternative 
to potentially having your car 
stolen.”

LANCASTER CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

a child’s life and distribution 
of a controlled substance. He 
qualified for a court appointed 
attorney. Case will be set for 
trial on July 28. Bond remains 
in effect.

Tawan Martas Rice of 
Heathsville was arraigned on 
two felonies of distribution 
of cocaine. He qualified for 
a court appointed attorney. A 
bench trial was set for Septem-
ber 20.

Robert Gray Shermer of 
Virginia Beach was arraigned 
on one misdemeanor and two 
felony charges of distribut-

ing marijuana and schedule II 
drugs. Trial was set for August 
25 in order for Shermer to hire 
an attorney. Bond was contin-
ued.

Jamal Dehaven Waddy of 
White Stone was arraigned 
on one felony of distribution 
of cocaine. He qualified for 
a court appointed attorney. A 
trial date will be set August 4. 
Bond was continued.

Judge McKenney presided 
over the following trials:

James Milton Veney of 
Hampton pled guilty to a pro-
bation violation on a felony 

offense. Despite Veney’s plea 
that it was only one offense, 
the judge gave him an active 
sentence of one year. “The 
court cannot accept violations 
of the law while on probation,” 
said Judge McKenney.

Tyrone Brewington Conway 
of Weems was granted a 
motion to amend his sentence 
and be released 90 days early 
for a medical condition that 
had proved to be a hardship on 
the jail.

Patrick Arthur Tuck of 
Callao did not get served on a 
probation violation for a felony 

offense. The case was contin-
ued.

The trial of James Charles 
Newton of Weems, charged 
with four felonies of distribu-
tion of drugs, was continued to 
September 29 on a motion by 
defense.

The trial of Jonte Artyne 
Towles of Lancaster, charged 
with three felonies and four 
misdemeanors of hit and run, 
destruction of property and 
stealing a vehicle, was con-
tinued to September 15 due to 
the unavailability of the state 
trooper witness.

by Audrey Thomasson

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe recently announced 
Virginia will receive $834,991 in 
federal funds from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) in 
Coastal Resilience Grant appro-
priations to reduce the impacts 
of storm flooding through natural 
and nature-based infrastructure in 
the Commonwealth.

NOAA received more than 
167 project proposals requesting 
a total of $135 million. The Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Science 
(VIMS) proposal was one of 19 
proposals selected and the only 
Mid-Atlantic project funded.

“The coastal regions of the 
Commonwealth continually face 
threats of flooding and are espe-
cially at-risk during disasters,” 
said Gov. McAuliffe. “This criti-
cal funding will allow VIMS to 
target our most at-risk communi-
ties and implement natural infra-
structure solutions to our flood-
ing problems.”

 The VIMS project will address 
flooding issues across coastal 
Virginia by developing informa-
tive tools that allow planners in 
37 coastal counties to determine 
suitable areas to implement natu-
ral infrastructure solutions. These 
funds will help support a $1.2 
million project to improve flood-
ing conditions in the region.

 “The safety and protection of 
our citizens and infrastructure 
in the coastal regions is a major 
concern,” said Virginia’s Chief 
Resilience Officer and Secretary 
of Public Safety and Homeland 
Security Brian Moran. “These 
funds will assist localities in 

implementing successful natural 
infrastructure plans, including 
water quality improvements and 
flood risk reduction.”

VIMS will collaborate with the 
Virginia Coastal Policy Center, 
The Wetlands Watch, Albemarle-
Pamlico National Estuary Part-
nership and a number of state 
agencies to support the project 
moving forward and ensure the 
careful implementation of plans 
moving forward.

 “Utilizing natural infrastruc-
ture to address flooding in the 
coastal regions of our Common-
wealth provides a sustainable 
solution to protect our coastal 
habitats and assets,” said Secre-
tary of Natural Resources Molly 
Ward. “VIMS has played an 
integral role in addressing the 
impacts of climate change by 
building resilience and I look 
forward to our continued efforts 
to successfully implement these 
critical projects.”

 “We are very excited to 
receive this grant,” said VIMS 
associate dean of research and 
advisory services Mark Lucken-
bach. “It will provide us with the 
resources to expand and integrate 
the work we are doing at VIMS 
through our Center for Coastal 
Resource Management on inven-
torying resources and coastal 
flood risks in the Virginia coastal 
zone, developing designs and 
identifying co-benefits of using 
natural and nature-based features 
to build resilience to flooding and 
building capacity to work directly 
with local governments and other 
stakeholders to implement flood-
ing resiliency strategies.”

State to receive $834,991 
from NASA to reduce 
impacts of storm flooding
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There are no big mergers at Chesapeake Bank, no takeovers. We are still rooted right here in the Northern 

Neck, supporting local businesses and nonprofit organizations, just like we have done for 117 years. Sure, 

we’ll keep adding new services and products. But one thing that will never change: our commitment to our 

customers and the communities we serve. It’s easy to switch. Migrate to your nearest Northern Neck 

Chesapeake Bank branch or visit us online at chesbank.com and let’s get started. 
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Little Spats Preschool 
is accepting applications  

for Fall – Various ages

Call for more information
804-824-6192

Angie Garrett
Kilmarnock

littlespatspreschool@gmail.com

www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. 
Good for the month of July.

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe recently announced 
Virginia will receive 
$3,821,556 in federal funds for 
the Program to Prepare Com-
munities for Complex Coordi-
nated Terrorist Attacks Grant 
Program (CCTA) through the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA).

The funds will improve 
public safety by enhancing 
security and building capac-
ity to prepare for, prevent and 
respond to complex coordi-
nated terrorist attacks that may 
occur within the Common-
wealth, reported Gov. McAul-
life.

“Given our strategic loca-
tion as a part of the national 
capital region and our wide 
array of assets, including 
military infrastructure, we are 
at risk of experiencing these 
types of attacks and inci-
dents,” said Gov. McAuliffe. 
“FEMA clearly recognized 
that risk and has awarded Vir-
ginia nearly 10 percent of the 
total funding allocated nation-
wide to develop programs and 
capabilities that will enhance 
public safety across the Com-
monwealth.”

“While we all hope that Vir-
ginia will never again experi-
ence the terror we felt 16 years 
ago on September 11th, we 
must continue to be vigilant,” 
said Brian Moran, Secretary of 
Public Safety and Homeland 
Security. “These funds and the 
resulting projects will build 
regional capacity and ensure 
that we are fully prepared as a 
Commonwealth to respond if 
we are ever faced with a coor-
dinated terrorist attack again.”

Virginia to 
receive
$3.8 million 
from FEMA
to prepare
for terrorist 
attacks

Pretty Heavy members, from left, are Bradley Walker, Justin Burke and Ricky Carrillo.

Beer Money members from left are Joe Jones, Billy Rosalia, Richie Burgess and Michael Painter. Photos by Robert Mason Jr.

Rhythm and Brews by the Bay could 
easily be described as suds, sweat, 

soaked and shaping up for a successful 
event.

Before the skies opened up Saturday 
night, two of three scheduled bands took 
the Half Shell Stage at the Kilmarnock 

Town Park amphitheater during the 
Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual summer event.

Everyone was having fun and folks 
were steadily arriving as the Trongone 
Band attempted to set up, said executive 
director Anne Paparella. But the storm 

hit a little after 8 p.m. and the event con-
cluded early. 

“We billed it as a rain or shine event, 
but nobody was expecting a monsoon,” 
said Paparella. 

The new park is an excellent venue for 
special events, she added.

Rhythm and Brews: Fun while it lasted
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Thirty years ago at a board meeting of Nor-
thumberland Preservation Inc. (NPI) I 

suggested the organization consider approach-
ing James and Emily Hudnall to inquire about 
NPI acquiring the Shiloh School in Ball’s 
Neck.

The organization’s president at the time 
was the late Bob Byrne, a man who literally 
never let moss grow under his feet. Later that 
week Bob asked the Hudnalls, who graciously 
agreed to donate the property to NPI, thus 
began one of the Northern Neck’s greatest 
volunteer historic preservation projects.

The following year I succeeded Bob as 
president and by the end of my term four years 
later the large host of gifted carpenters and 
metalsmiths had succeeded in stabilizing and 
restoring the building, a task that continued 
apace under my successor, Emily Lawson.

In the restoration process two of the most 
important resources were the late Melvin 
Pitman, about whom I wrote an item upon his 
death last year, and Margaret Pitman. Both 
of them retained vivid memories, which they 
happily shared with those of us involved in 
the on-going work of saving the structure for 
future generations to appreciate and enjoy.

When she died last week at the age of 96, 

Margaret was the last surviving pupil who had 
studied at the Shiloh School. Margaret fol-
lowed the restoration undertaking with keen 
interest, often commenting that she and her 
classmates never could have envisioned that 
they were studying in a historic building. She 
especially was proud of the volunteer effort 
that went into the undertaking and was most 
encouraging to everyone who labored to 
achieve the end result. Initially, our group had 
hoped to be able to move the original school 
building, that had been moved to a farm down 
the road, back to the site, but another 25 years 
were to pass before that goal became a reality.

Volunteering was an habitual practice for 
Margaret. For decades she was the lower 
Northern Neck coordinator for the Ameri-
can Heart Association (AHA). She attended 
innumerable meetings and was the reposi-
tory for all funds collected locally, an activ-

ity she continued well into her 80s. Whenever 
a family in bereavement requested donations 
to the AHA, Margaret was the person donors 
contacted and after receiving their memorial 
contributions, in her impeccable penmanship 
she would write a letter to the family telling 
the members of the donor’s generosity and 
expressing her own sympathy and condo-
lences as well. 

Margaret loved children and for many years 
she operated a private kindergarten in her 
historic home, “Road View,” always being 
thrilled to see the progress her students were 
making. She was multi-talented and endeav-
ored to instill in her pupils the same love of 
learning in all of its facets that character-
ized her own life. When one of her graduates 
entered first grade, he or she was prepared 
for whatever the teacher required. After she 
retired from the home classroom, that same 
level of dedication was available with Helen 
Pitman, in whose pre-school the two B.E.s 
matriculated.

At the age of 83, Margaret sustained the 
death of her son John’s wife, Tanya, who suc-
cumbed to cancer at the age of 45. Tanya was 
a delightful export to the Northern Neck from 
her native Croatia. With her death at such a 

youthful age, she left two daughters, whose 
upbringing Margaret immediately undertook, 
providing them with the example of a loving 
and devoted grandmother, who, like their 
mother, was an inspiration to all who knew 
her. Two years ago, in her mid-90s, her elder 
son, Freddy, who had devoted his career to 
the enhancement of education in Richmond 
County, died following a lengthy illness, 
which Margaret accepted as the true Christian 
she was. 

Margaret lived for almost a century, con-
tributing to the quality of life we often assume 
as a given, but because of people like her, it 
is not a given, but a gift. Many heart patients, 
whose names and numbers are known but to 
the Almighty, have benefited from Margaret’s 
dedication to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Her many pupils attained later academic 
successes on the foundations she laid in her 
kindergarten. The present state of the restored 
Shiloh School exists in large measure because 
of her memories of its heyday. 

Most importantly of all, her granddaughters 
had the blessing of her love and direction in 
their own time of youthful loss.

Helen Margaret Ingram Pitman, December 
5, 1920 – July 18, 2017. R.I.P.

When she died last week at the 
age of 96, Margaret was the 
last surviving pupil who had 
studied at the Shiloh School.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Camouflaged. This blue heron on Taylor's Creek in the Weems area has been eluding 
having his picture taken all spring and summer, until last week, that is.

Photo by Kathy Haurand

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Rep. Rob Wittman, chairman of the House 
Armed Services Subcommittee on Seapower and 
Projection Forces, recently backed House passage 
of H.R. 2810, the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (FY18 NDAA).

 The bill is the main mechanism through which 
Congress "provides for the common defense" of 
the nation. This bill equips, supplies and trains 
troops; cares for them and their families; and sets 
national security policy in a dangerous world. The 
authorization calls for base budget requirements 
of $631.5 billion, increases the size of U.S. Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Guard and Reserve and fully 
funds a 2.4% pay raise for troops.

 "We face a wide array of threats around the 
globe and this bill provides the authorities and 
resources for our men and women of the Armed 
Forces to do the job we've asked them to do," 
said Rep. Wittman. "Most critically, this defense 
authorization makes clear our intention to build 
the Navy's Fleet to 355 ships, which will allow 
us to deter our adversaries, support our allies and 
respond to threats and humanitarian challenges 
around the globe. Finally, the bill contains local 
priorities addressing the Coleman Bridge, Lang-
ley Air Force Base and establishing domestic 
maritime centers of excellence that are of critical 
importance to Virginia."

 The FY18 NDAA contains numerous 
Seapower provisions and local priorities critical to 
Virginia.

Among specific Seapower provisions it:

to have available not fewer than 355 battle force 
ships.

administration and adds an additional five ships.

for 15 Arleigh Burke-class Destroyers for the next 
five years at a rate of three destroyers a year.

for 13 Virginia-class Attack Submarines for the 
next five years at a minimum rate of two subma-
rines per year and provides the Navy advanced 

procurement authority to support a third subma-
rine in 2020, 2022 and 2023.

-
eroga-class cruisers.

12 aircraft carriers by the end of fiscal year 2023.
-

ciently procure new Ford-class aircraft carriers 
and overhaul existing Nimitz-class aircraft carri-
ers.

Based Deterrence Fund that would authorize a 
more efficient procurement of common compo-
nents associated with the nuclear enterprise.

naval vessels in foreign shipyards.
-

sure ships until Navy is able to deploy the Littoral 
Combat Ship mine warfare capability.

Among local priorities it proposes:
-

yards, like Norfolk Naval Shipyard, in the follow-
ing areas of personnel, requesting an employment 
development plan to estimate resources needed, 
workforce hiring targets, training necessary and 
overtime support; and infrastructure, identifying 
deficiencies and developing a plan with proposed 
infrastructure projects associated with returning 
the Navy to a 355 ship Fleet, specifically as it 
relates to nuclear work. 

ensure that CAOC-X and other regional CAOCs, 
like Langley Air Force Base, are resourced, 
manned and fully utilized to serve as a training 
venue for the planning, execution and command 
and control of joint forces taking part in major 
regional joint exercises. 

-
tary value of the Coleman Bridge’s swingspan, to 
include a discussion with local and State stake-
holders that have financial responsibility for the 

Rep. Wittman backs House passage
of 2018 defense authorization act

YOUR LETTERS

I am listening in disbelief to 
our President who is saying to 
let our health care program fail 
because the Senate won't pass a 
bill he desperately wants.

Doesn't he realize that by fail-
ing, many American citizens will 
be harmed? Does he realize the 
well-being of our nation is his 
responsibility?  Does he care? 

I don't think so. He just wants 
to win to justify his ego and the 
GOP.

Tom Armstrong,
Reedville

President cares
only for himself

Northern Neck Electric Coop-
erative (NNEC) is considering 
a feasibility study about bring-
ing fiber optic high-speed inter-
net service to every home they 
serve. Over two dozen co-ops 
already are providing this service 
throughout America, combining 
more broadband at less cost. The 
initiative is called Fiber-To-The-
Home. 

The internet is a utility but our 
present providers either ignore us 
or offer sub-standard services. 
The national standard calls for 
25MB speed but some areas have 
1.5MB speed and the service is 
dreadful. It will be an obvious 
win-win for NNEC to use their 
proven efficiencies and abilities 
to bring their customers better 
service at more affordable rates. 

If they decide to do this, we 
could expect that a fiber ‘back-
bone’ would be established to 
link all substations first, for secu-
rity reasons. Next, a pilot phase 
would offer 500MB speed to test 
feasibility assumptions. Roll-out 
to members would follow when 
there is enough demand to do so.

Recently, Dr. Bob Westbrook 
and I had lunch with NNEC chief 
executive officer Greg White. 
Bob and I have been reviewing 
fresh internet solutions for rural 
counties. There are a few options 
but electric co-ops building rural 
broadband networks are a great 
way to begin to achieve our goals 
of employment opportunities and 
economic prosperity. If you are 
interested, contact NNEC. Mem-
bers can also voice their support 
at the annual meeting, 4 p.m., 
Thursday, August 3, at Northum-
berland High School. We will be 
there.

Oh, if you get your electric 
from that other utility, Dominion, 
let them know of your keen inter-
est in high-speed internet. No 
matter how they eventually bring 
replacement cables across the 
Rappahannock, they are includ-
ing a big fiber cable with it. 

George R. Bott,
Lancaster

More possibilities
for broadband

It has now been six months 
since President Trump was inau-
gurated and although he has tried 
many times to carry out two of 
his top campaign promises, the 
Republican party has let him 
down over and over again. For a 
political party to have control of 

Disappointment
begins with the
Republican Party

the White House, the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, 
the Republicans have been a 
complete failure.  

In the seven years since Obam-
acare became law the Republi-
cans have done nothing but talk 
about repealing and replacing 
it. Talk is cheap when it is obvi-
ous that the then sitting president 
(Obama) would have vetoed any 
repeal legislation. You would 
think though, in all that time, 
the GOP would have developed 
a replacement plan. Obviously 
another disappointment for 
the president and failure of the 
Republicans.

We keep hearing how the 
Democrats and the press are the 
obstructionists and that certainly 
seems true, but President Trump 
seems to have obstruction-
ists in the Republican party as 
well. Maybe they are afraid that 
he will drain the swamp and they 
will have to look for an honest 
job.  

Conservatives and many others 
Americans voted Mr. Trump into 
office because they were sick and 
tired of the liberal and socialistic 
attitude of the Democrat party 
and the lies of the press.  

Republicans better get their 
act together or they may find 
the 2018 midterm election is a 
big disappointment for many of 
them. 

As I said above, many Repub-
licans may have to look for a real 
job.  

Bob Norman,
Lancaster

The Haven in Warsaw is com-
mitted to preventing and elimi-
nating all types of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault within 
our service area, which includes 
Westmoreland, Richmond, Essex, 
Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties.

The primary focus of The 
Haven’s mission is to provide 
advocacy and shelter for identi-
fied victims of partner abuse and 
sexual assault as well as to pro-
vide support services to individu-
als and their families. To greater 
further its mission, The Haven 
seeks to enhance public aware-
ness of domestic violence and 
sexual assault through commu-
nity outreach and education to all 
of its residents.

On August 7, preventionists 
from The Haven, in partner-
ship with Southside Survivor 
Response Center of Martins-
ville and with support from the 
Northern Neck Sexual Violence 
Prevention Coalition, will host 
a free clinic for athletic coaches 
of male, high school-aged ath-
letes—Coaching Boys Into Men. 
This training is an evidence-
based prevention program that 
trains and motivates high school 
coaches to teach their young, 
male athletes healthy relationship 
skills.

More information on the train-
ing can be found at coaches-
corner.org or havenshelter.org/
coachingboysintomen.

Sarah C. Weakley, 
Director of Development. 

The Haven Shelter and Services

In response to 
recent criticism

WITTMAN continued on page A7

So folks are still asking why  a 
man of my skill, ability and con-
fidence is in community journal-
ism after all these years. 

Some think it’s because of the 
glamour, the power, the prestige, 
the glory, the spotlight and the 
red carpet. 

But, if you’ve been paying 
attention to anything at all I’ve 
shared with you on this subject 
you know it’s because:

career never really took off.

campaign process boring. 

be when I grow up.

-
puter can be stimulating.

watching on television, it will 
come out on DVD eventually.

-
rated.

lifestyle has its own rewards.

about almost anything and 
almost anybody will read it.

-
day.

NASA was picking the Mercury 
Seven and who am I to stall the 
space program?

unless I say it is.

-
days.

cats.

they want something.

is an ace in the hole if there’s 
something I’d rather not do.

#43.

teachers.

deadline away.

when they know I’m swamped at 
crunch time on Tuesdays.

cheap beer and fun-loving 
women.

between boats—the next one 
I get will come with a crew to 
operate it.

-
stitution of the United States of 
America and Santa.

protecting.

environmentalists, liberals, con-
servatives and clowns in check.

taken.

thermos container—cool in the 
summer and warm in the winter. 
How do it know?
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Special Invitation

Join Certified Elder Law Attorney*, Chip Buxton,
or Accredited Estate Planner® andMaster of Laws,Wake
Buxton, for this timely discussion of current wealth
preservation and transfer strategies. The two speakers
combine nearly sixty years of estate planning and elder
law experience and have served over 8000 Hampton
Road’s families. * by the National Elder Law Foundation (AZ)

Joseph T. “Chip” Buxton III
Certified Elder LawAttorney

George P.Wakefield Buxton
Master of Laws in Estate Planning

This educational class is free, however, reservations
are required. To make your reservation or for more
information call 800-966-2889 or 757-877-2248 or
register online at www.trustbuilders.com.

“Excellent presentation —
answered all my questions
and concerns.”
— Robert K., Suffolk

“This was an excellent
presentation, one
of the best!”
— Kay C., Newport News

“Excellent presentation.
perfectly clear.”
— Claire M., Williamsburg

Reader’s Choice AwardWinner

WINNER 2013-2016

Buxton & Buxton, PC
Estate & Legacy Planning Since 1978

www.trustbuilders.com
■ Wills and Revocable Trusts
■ Powers of Attorney
■ Estate Administration
■ Asset Protection
■ Dynasty & IRA Trusts
■ Medicaid and Long-Term Care
■ Charitable Giving
■ Family Business Succession

✓ Learn about Virginia’s new Uniform Power of Attorney Act and
Advanced Medical Directive.

✓ Learn why there is no such thing as a “simple will” and how
to avoid the expense and delay of court supervised administration.

✓ Learn how a Revocable Living Trust can avoid probate, minimize
taxes and protect assets for multiple generations.

✓ Learn why joint ownership and beneficiary designations are
dangerous ways of passing wealth.

✓ Learn why a trust may now be necessary to protect retirement plan
assets after they are passed to your children.

This educational class is free, however, reservations are re-
quired. To make your reservation or for more information 
call 804-758-2244 or 800-966-2889 or register online at 
www.trustbuilders.com

Tuesday, August 1, 2017 @ 6:30 pm
Best Western Kilmarnock Hotel

599 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

“The seminar was excellent, everything 
was adequately covered.”
-Rick T. - Williamsburg, Virginia

“Dynamic speakers, worth listening to.”
-Kent F. - Lancaster, Virginia

“Best we’ve been to.”
-Elmer S. - Hayes, Virginia

YORKTOWN
914 Denbiegh Boulevard
Yorktown, Virginia 23692

Phone: 757.877.2248

URBANNA

Urbanna, Virginia 23175
Phone: 804.758.2244

WILLIAMSBURG

Williamsburg, Virginia 23185
Phone: 757.345.6644

VIRGINIA BEACH

Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462
Phone: 757.645.0248

Visit our new website at: www.trustbuilders.com

WILL YOU LEAVE A LEGACY OR A MESS?

management of the bridge.
As an amendment, the bill 

includes The Domestic Mari-
time Centers of Excellence Act, 
legislation introduced by Rep. 
Wittman. The bill advances the 
capabilities of two-year com-
munity and technical colleges 

I want to echo the sentiments 
so well expressed by a previous 
letter writer, with regard to the 
Northern Neck's loss of biodiver-
sity.

My parents lived in White 
Stone for many years following 
my dad's retirement and one of 
my brothers, plus his daughter, 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children, are still living there.

I am a Cornell trained former 
naturalist who with great sad-
ness has monitored our loss of 
biodiversity. I have noted the dis-
appearance of the whippoorwills 
and chuck-wills-widows, whose 
nocturnal voices never failed to 
fill me with a sense of, well, grat-
itude, for the marvelous works 
of creation. Also the chimney 
swifts, the various night herons 
and in fact the entire spectrum 
of plant and animal life that we 
humans have brought to the brink 
of extinction. 

And since my retirement from 
the teaching profession some 
30 years ago, I have become a 

24/7 advocate for the critters and 
plants that can't speak for them-
selves. I've been arrested, jailed 
and fined for obstructing projects 
which threatened these life forms 
and indeed threatened the well-
being of us humans as well.

If we are to save even a tiny 
remnant of the thousands upon 
thousands of different life forms 
that once inhabited this planet, 
we have to act quickly, decisively 
and effectively to counter the 
forces of human greed which 
are destroying all. I'm not neces-
sarily advocating illegal actions 
so much, but am urging involve-
ment at whatever level you feel 
this crisis is calling for.

And a final word. As a disciple 
of the Ghandian school of non-
violent activism, I believe we 
must do this in a spirit of love and 
good will toward all and adver-
sary alike. But this by no means 
compromises our iron clad deter-
mination to do what we all know 
we have to do.

Roland Micklem,
Staunton

Take a stand while we can

Do you remember?
In 1985, the Lancaster Players presented "Some Enchanted 
Evening, The Songs of Rodgers & Hammerstein." The show 
featured Bill Mitchell, Ed Layman, Betsy Sparshott, Anne 
Waple DeNitto and Geneva Dawson. Candy Manuel was the 
director and M. Blanton Bradley Jr. was the musical director, 
added Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. 
"Do you remember?" is a public service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum.

YOUR LETTERS

Folks attending the Rap-
pahannock Indivisible meet-
ing last Wednesday evening in 
White Stone got more than they 
expected. They expected to see 
the film, “GerryRIGGED: Turn-
ing Democracy On Its Head.” 
They were also treated to a slide 
presentation on the complexities 
faced in fighting gerrymander-
ing.

Charlotte Hollings of Lan-
caster introduced the film which 
defined gerrymandering. It 
included current and former 
public figures and politicians 
from both parties commenting 
on how political gerrymander-
ing is undermining representative 
government. Former governors 
George Allen, Mark Warner and 
Tim Kaine were among those 
commenting on the dangers of 
political gerrymandering. Fol-
lowing the film, Liz White, rep-
resenting OneVirginia2021, and 
Wyatt Durrette, lead counsel on 
the legal challenge to the con-
stitutionality of Virginia’s 2011 
redistricting, were introduced to 
answer questions from the audi-
ence.

Nearly every state requires 
that congressional and legisla-
tive districts be compact. There 

is no standard definition of what 
“compact” means when applied 
to a legislative district. Mr. Dur-
rette delivered a slide presenta-
tion, that wasn’t on the agenda, to 
illustrate the difficulty courts face 
when there is no standard defini-
tion of what “compact” means as 
applied to redistricting. He also 
introduced a method that could 
become a standard that courts 
could use to determine if a district 
is sufficiently compact.

Everyone attending the meet-
ing had heard of gerrymandering, 
but they may not have recognized 
the effect political gerryman-
dering has in distorting what is 
supposed to be a representative 
government. Regardless of their 
political orientation, attendees 
left the meeting with a different 
attitude toward gerrymandering.

OneVirginia2021 is a nonpar-
tisan organization advocating for 
reform of the redistricting pro-
cess that occurs every 10 years. 
The congressional districts and 
the legislative districts will be 
redrawn in 2021. If you see or 
hear of “GerryRIGGED” being 
shown in your neighborhood, try 
to see it.

Bob Wilson,
Reedville

An education in gerrymandering

Wittman
continued from page A6

to assist the federal government 
and industry in securing the 
talent pipeline for domestic 
maritime industry jobs, which 
will mean more shipbuilders 
and repairmen to sustain and 
expand trade and grow our 
Navy's Fleet.

Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

k h k d

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!oo

Places to go and things  

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:

Shrimpin’ on the Bay

Meet the winners: Ice cream
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What Matters to You?

#worksomewhereawesome

whatmattersisYOU.com  |  

JOB 
FAIR!

Thursday, August 10  |  5 to 7 pm 

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital 

Register and learn more at 
riversideonline.com/jobfair-mp

Now Hiring. 
Riverside Walter Reed Hospital | Riverside Tappahannock Hospital 

Cancer Care Centers | Riverside Medical Group | Home Health 
Physical Therapy | Hospice | Senior Living 

Rappahannock Record
Helping our advertisers reach Northern Neck readers since 1916

Full Page Ads 
TWO GREAT SPECIALS!

50% OFF!
Reach over 15,000 potential customers  

with your highly noticeable ad in the Record!

PLEASE CALL US AT 804-435-1701 
 Sara Amiss extension 13 sara@RappRecord.com
 Marilyn Bryant extension 11 marilyn@RappRecord.com
 Jessica Mancini extension 15 jessica@RappRecord.com

FREE color for same ad run in both  
the Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel!

1

2

(including 
color)

AND/OR

KILMARNOCK—Profes-
sor of entomology Dr. Peter 
Schultz of the the Virginia 
Tech Extension Service in 
Norfolk recently addressed 
the Rappahannock Garden 
Club (RGC). 

Dr. Schultz broke down 
the differences between good 
bugs and bad bugs, reported 
publicity committee member 
Cathie Elliott. Members 
were urged to bring photos 
or bagged insects for identi-
fication.  

During the meeting, 
president Bonnie Schas-
chek announced a new con-
test. Members are asked to 
come up with the RGC 2017-
19 tagline to coincide with 
the National Garden Clubs, 
Inc. (NGC) theme, Plant 
America. Suggestions must 
be received by August 10.

Schaschek also mentioned 

HEATHSVILLE—On July 22, Richard Cov-
ington received the Jefferson Davis Historical 
Gold Medal and Certificate from the Lancaster 
County Chapter 1406 of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy (UDC).

The medal was presented during the annual 
meeting of the Northumberland County Histori-
cal Society (NCHS) in Heathsville. His family, 
peers and friends were in attendance. 

The Jefferson Davis Historical Gold Medal is 
awarded by the UDC for excellence in history, 
essay writing, declamation and other points of 
special attainment in keeping with the historical 
aims and purposes of the organization, reported 
chapter president Susan Hudson. It is the high-
est non-lineage honor the organization can 
bestow and Covington is the first local recipient 
to be recognized at this level.

Covington, a member of the NCHS, has 
enriched the lives of county residents by pub-
lishing a series of articles in The Bulletin, the 
society’s annual publication. Each article per-
tains to his favorite historical period, the War 
Between the States. Although these thoroughly 
researched articles are special for longtime 
residents of the Northern Neck, they also are 
valuable resources to genealogist and history 
lovers from across the nation as many track their 
ancestor’s roots back to the Old Dominion and 

the Northern Neck, said Hudson. 
 His first article explores his family’s story 

of service in the war and documents how some 
family members fought for the Confederacy and 
others sided with the Union. Then in his trilogy, 
articles two, three and four, he writes about 
the military service and personal information 
of each of the 156 Northumberland County 
men that did not return home alive from the 
war. These are the names that are etched into 
the Northumberland County Confederate Mon-
ument in Heathsville.

His most recent article explores in-depth sta-
tistics of the economic and social implications 
the war had on families in the Northern Neck, 
added Hudson. 

During the time frame of his three articles 
about the 156 Confederate veterans, Chapter 
1406 took on the job of fundraising to have the 
two Northern Neck Confederate monuments 
professionally restored.  On July 12, 2014, 
Covington presented “Confederate Dead: More 
Than Names on a Monument,” to the NCHS. 

“We believe his articles and presentation 
greatly assisted our chapter’s ability to raise 
awareness which, in turn, helped raise the 
necessary funds to professionally restore both 
Northern Neck Confederate monuments in May 
2015,” said Hudson.

From left are Jo Ann Fickling, Richard Covington and Susan Hudson. 

Richard Covington 
presented Jefferson
Davis Historical Gold 
Medal and Certificate

From left are Dr. Peter Schultz, new member Judy Burlbaugh, Barbara Touchette and Bob 
Pittman.

Garden club goes to the bugs
several club members are 
presenting the Frightened 
Frog to the girls at the Boys 
& Girls Club for the North-
ern Neck, said Elliott. They 
just concluded the third week 
of a seven-week program. 
Awards

In horticulture, Debbie 
Burgess received 31 points; 
Joan Eremenko, 3; Mary 
Jacobs, 3; Pam Lazorchak, 
8; Anne O’Bryant, 5; Karen 
Rosenfeld, 8; Sharon Rowe, 
45; and Barbara Touchette, 
15, including Best in Show.

In food gardens, Debo-
rah Brooks received 15 
points; Burgess, 15; Susan 
Edmonds, 5; Rowe 5; and 
Bonnie Schaschek, 10.

 In artistic design, Joan 
Eremenko received 5 points; 
and O’Bryant, 5. 

The next meeting will be 
held at 1 p.m. August 10 at 

Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock. NGC accred-
ited judge Judy Binns will 
highlight the changes to 
the new 2017 Flower Show 
Handbook. Members of local 
garden clubs are welcome.

Rappahannock 
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