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Dancing the night away
Dancer Kristen Blackwell flashed a big smile after she and her partner 
Michael Angel nailed the lift to end their performance Saturday at 
the Dancing with the Stars competition, a highlight of the Northern 
Neck Rotary Club’s 27th annual CAPINNÉ fundraiser. The two 
dancers received a perfect 60 to win the dance contest. More photos 
on page C8. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

HEATHSVILLE—Addressing the Northumberland 
board of supervisors on July 13, Bon Secours Rappahan-
nock General Hospital (RGH) chief of staff Will Stallings 
M.D. said the hospital will not be closing. 

“The hospital is not closing. It is certainly not any where 
in Bon Secours’ plans. It doesn’t make sense from any-
one’s standpoint. There needs to be a hospital in this com-
munity,” said Stallings. 

“If the community has concerns, the board has concerns 
about the hospital and we all know that Rappahannock 
General Hospital and the medical staff and the Bon Sec-
ours Medical Group are essential for the success of our 
community from the health care standpoint as well as the 
economy and the confidence of our real estate market,” 
he said. 

The Intensive Care Unit will no longer be a service 
offered at RGH, continued Stallings. 

“It made sense for us to think about pushing our 
resources in another direction as opposed to continuing 
Intensive Care and 24/7 surgery coverage. That is in the 
future but it is going to take a few years. But you are going 
to see something that the community can be proud of in 
regards to the hospital,” said Stallings. 

District 4 supervisor Tommy Tomlin asked about RGH 
being a stroke center. Stallings said RGH has been desig-

nated a primary stroke center which means EMS provid-
ers will bring stroke patients to RGH to get care. RGH 
provides clot busting medicine for initial care in the emer-
gency room, he said. 

District 2 supervisor Richard Haynie brought up the 
cardiac care at the hospital, and Stallings said that this 
type of care is one of the priorities for the hospital. 

“Patients that are truly having a heart attack can stop 
at our ER for the clot busting medicine and be stabilized 
and then be transferred to another hospital,” said Stallings. 

“A heavy portion of our patient population is geriatrics 
but that doesn’t mean we aren’t focused on pediatrics or 
younger care...most of what comes into the hospital is 
geriatric,” said Stallings. 

“There is a high level of concern for the facility we cur-
rently have for emergency services...there is a desire to 
make that right,” he said. 

He said the emergency room needs more space and to 
be more patient friendly.

Bruce Craig brought up concerns about access to care 
in the area. 

“Access to care is one of the top priorities for Bon 
Secours...I am hopeful that we will have more providers to 
the area,” said Stallings. “Turning our wheels down here 
takes time.” 

Stallings, from Reedville, got started in the medical 

IRVINGTON—At least one citi-
zen would like to put a stop to trucks 
speeding through Irvington and put 
them back on the Kilmarnock bypass 
where they belong.

On July 13, June McGeorge asked 
town council members to obtain a 
“through-truck restriction” zone in 
Irvington, similar to one in Kilmar-
nock. 

“Trucks are speeding through here, 
some at four o’clock in the morn-
ing, hitting those rumble strips,” said 
McGeorge. “Logging trucks, Walmart 
tractor trailers, Ace Hardware tractor 

trailers, tractors pulling oversized 
dump trailers are speeding into town 
and it is definitely a safety concern.”

She noted that most of the offend-
ers are not local and chose to run 
through Irvington rather than take the 
Kilmarnock bypass because it is the 
quickest route.

McGeorge said the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation’s truck restric-
tion program would not affect pickup 
or panel trucks, but would apply to 
larger trucks using streets as through 
routes “where such streets cannot 
safely or adequately accommodate 
such truck traffic.” She noted large 
trucks cannot safely transit Irving-

ton’s bump-outs, curbside parking 
and blind curves.

Mayor Rannie Ransome asked 
incoming town manager Roy Kime to 
obtain paperwork from VDOT to start 
the process of banning through-truck 
traffic.

In other business, current town 
manager Bob Hardesty said he is just 
starting the process for getting con-
tractor bids on sidewalk repairs. “I 
put red dots on sidewalks that need 
replacement,” he said. 

Mayor Ransome thanked Hard-
esty for another successful Fourth of 
July parade. He noted that Hardesty, 
who is retiring, would work through 

August.
Council member Fran Westbrook 

reported the committee for develop-
ing the Commons is still looking for 
citizen involvement. She noted one 
designer has expressed interest in 
doing the work.

The mayor asked her to get bids 
from two to three designers.

Vice mayor Kathleen Pollard 
reported the town’s new website will 
be up by September.

There was some discussion on the 
legality of Chesapeake Academy 
posting signage on utility poles on 
town sidewalks. The issue involved 
temporary 50th anniversary banners 

that were never approved by council 
and remain on display two years later. 
The school asked council for approval 
to replace the banners with permanent 
signage with the school logo. 

“Five of your signs are on the utility 
poles,” said Kathleen Pollard. “I am 
not in favor of replacing them.” She 
noted that the banners are just a form 
of advertising.

The mayor suggested they contact 
Dominion Energy for permission to 
use their poles.

No action was taken on the request 
for a signage permit in order to give 
the school time to review the town 
ordinances on signage.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
school board on July 13 increased the 
cost of student lunches by a dime.

Effective with the new school year, 
primary school lunches will be $2.60 
and middle and high school lunches 
will be $2.65.

District 4 member Joan Gravatt 
moved to accept the increase and 
District 3 member Audrey Thomas-
son seconded it. With additional sup-
port from District 1 member Robert 
Smart and District 5 member Bob 
Westbrook, the motion passed, 4-0. 
District 2 member Kenya Moody was 
absent.

In a related matter, the board dis-
cussed the unpaid meal charge policy, 
which establishes a process and pro-
cedure to handle situations when chil-
dren eligible for reduced-price or full-
price meal benefits have insufficient 
funds to pay for school meals. It also 
addresses the collection of unpaid 
meal charges and delinquent account 
debt. 

“I am very concerned about how 
we feed kids and how we consistently 
feed kids and how kids who have out-
standing lunch balances are fed…it 
is not a huge problem here in Lan-

RGH chief of staff assures
Northumberland supervisors
the hospital will remain open

by Madison White Franks

Trucks, signs and sidewalks at heart of Irvington discussions
by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster school board increases lunch fees
Unpaid student meal policy under review

by Madison White Franks caster…but we have kids with out-
standing balances for whatever reason 
and I don’t want them to go hungry 
and don’t want them to feel ostracized 
for eating a cheese sandwich,” said 
superintendent Steve Parker. 

“Children cannot learn when they 
are hungry,” said Gravatt. 

The policy was drafted by food ser-
vices director Stephanie Carter based 
on the Virginia Department of Educa-
tion and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture regulations. According to the 
policy:

and has been notified of that balance 
and they bring money in for snacks, 
or to purchase a meal, the funds will 
be used to pay on the negative balance 
and the point of sale system is set up 
so that any funds put on the account 
will be used to pay off any negative 
balances. 

elementary students and middle and 
high school students will be allowed 
one charge. A My School Bucks pro-
gram is available to all parents at no 
charge to set up an account for their 
child/children. This service allows 
parents to check and monitor their 
child’s account balance to see what 
and when they are eating. 

When a student reaches the allow-
able limit, an alternative meal will 
be offered. If no payments are made 
and negative balances get to $10, the 
account will be forwarded to the prin-
cipal, who will attempt to collect the 
unpaid balance. 

attempts to collect negative balances, 
the student will be offered a cheese 
sandwich and milk at no further cost. 

The policy is under review by the 
administration.
Other items 

Parker indicated the school division 
has seen growth in 8 of 10 assessment 
disciplines across all three schools. 
Two disciplines showed no growth but 
no loss in achievement. The schools 
demonstrated growth in achieve-
ment in 21 of 30 individual tests that 
were administered to the students. 
The schools also will maintain their 
current accreditation rating, with 
the high school and primary school 
partially accredited and the middle 
school accreditation denied. 

“A permanent positive change 
takes time,” said Parker. 

“All in all it is an improving trend 
and a positive slope,” said Smart.

Westbrook thanked Lancaster 
County District 3 supervisor Jason 
Bellows for introducing the motion 

HOSPITAL, continued on page A2

SCHOOL, continued on page A2
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field as a member of the rescue 
squad in Northumberland and 
learned from District 5 super-
visor Ronnie Jett. 

“He learned from one of the 
best!” said Jett. 

“You can tell that Will is con-
cerned and compassionate...
Will cares for the community,” 
said Tomlin. 
Other items 

During the invocation, retired 
U.S Navy chaplain Mike Ram-
ming offered his encourage-
ment and thanks for continuing 
to open each supervisors meet-
ing with a brief prayer. 

“I think this is very impor-
tant, especially in a day and age 
where across the country there 
are all kinds of efforts and pres-
sure to try to remove expression 
of faith from a public setting...
you are stressing that the Con-
stitution guarantees the freedom 
of religion, not the freedom 
from religion,” said Ramming. 

The board adopted a resolu-
tion recognizing and congratu-
lating the Northumberland 
County Little League Junior 
Softball Team for its hard work 
throughout the softball season. 
The team members include 
Jalynn Thompson, Saylor Gray, 
Lexi Grillakis, Kelsey Moss, 
Megan Livesay, Emily Burgess, 
Elle Williams, Mackenzie Van-

Landingham, Erianna O’Bier, 
Julia Saville and Hailey Wal-
lace. The team was managed 
by Bill Moss and coached by 
Teresa VanLandingham and 
Timmy Livesay.

The team took the District 15 
Tournament Title, earning them 
a trip to Woodstock in the State 
Tournament where they fin-
ished third. District 1 supervi-
sor Joseph Self moved to adopt 
the resolution and District 3 
supervisor Jim Long seconded 
the motion and it passed unani-
mously, 5-0.
Public Hearing 

The board held a public hear-
ing to consider a request from 
Madeline C. Mahoney to store 
a mobile home at 418 Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway 
in Burgess. No one spoke for 
or against the request. Long 
moved to grant the request. 
Self seconded the motion and it 
passed, 5-0. 

Following a separate hearing, 
the board adopted amendments 
to county regulations regard-
ing rules for county-owned 
beaches, piers and boat land-
ings.

No one spoke for or against 
the amendments and Self 
moved to adopt the proposed 
changes. Haynie seconded the 
motion and it passed, 5-0.

for a one-cent raise in real 
estate taxes countywide to 
benefit the school building 
initiative. 

“We are pushing forward 
and not dragging our feet 
[on this school project],” said 
Westbrook. 

Bill Warren of the Lancaster 
County Virginia Education 
Foundation indicated the foun-
dation has received a $30,000 

grant for the Early College 
Academy and a $20,000 grant 
for smart suites to go into 
third grade classrooms. He 
also said the foundation is 
in the process of receiving a 
grant for a robotics challenge 
program. 

There are seven new teach-
ers/counselors moving in to 
Mercer Place this school year, 
added Warren.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Town Council 
met briefly July 17 and dis-
cussed the success of the 
Kilmarnock Town Centre 
Park, as well as some minor 
problems that need fixing.

The new park at 150 North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock 
officially opened to the public 
July 8. 

Councilman Emerson Gra-
vatt asked about a plumbing 
issue involving the Splash Pad.

Town manager Tom Saun-
ders indicated there was a 
water pressure problem at the 
splash pad and the restrooms. 
There was a leak at the splash 
pad and it was fixed Monday. 
The water amusement should 
be operational again by today, 
July 20. 

“We are working through 
some kinks but it will be fine,” 
said Mayor Mae Umphlett. 

Gravatt indicated he had 
received one negative com-
ment regarding the park. 
Someone noted there is no 

Mayor Mae Umphlett joins local children on the Splash Pad during opening ceremonies 
at the park on July 8.

Kilmarnock addressing the
kinks at Town Centre Park

by Madison White Franks lighting at the playground 
after dark, especially during 
events at night.

Council member Rebecca 
Nunn said the park is closed 
after dark so children should 
not be at the playground at 
night. 

Council member Michael 
Sutherland thanked the town 
staff for the hard work they 
put into the great grand open-
ing. 

“Kilmarnock has always 
been a forward thinking 
town…we are building for the 
future,” said council member 
Dr. Curtis Smith. 

Les Spivey said the town 
will most likely notice a sig-
nificant increase in tax rev-
enue over the next couple of 
years with people coming to 
the town for the park. 

“The park is a feature of the 
town that we can be proud of 
for years to come,” said Saun-
ders.

Hospital discussion
continued from page A1

School board
continued from page A1

Country singer Brad Paisley says it best in his hit song, 
“Letter to Me.” He’s older and wiser and wishes he could 
write a letter offering life advice to his 17-year-old self. 

What if you could do that? What words of wisdom 
would you give? 

We’d like to hear what advice seniors ages 65 and 
older would offer to their younger selves for print in our 
upcoming Senior Living supplement. 

Would you have attended a different college, made a 
career change, moved to another country? What advice 
would you have given yourself if you knew then what you 
know now? 

Send us your advice in 200 words or less. Please 
include your name, for print; and contact information 
if we need to reach you. Submissions may be dropped 
at the Rappahannock Record office, 27 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock, mailed to the Record at PO Box 400, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482 or emailed to editor@rapprecord.
com. Submissions also may be mailed to the Southside 
Sentinel at PO Box 549, Urbanna, VA, dropped at the 
Sentinel office, 276 Virginia Street, Urbanna or emailed 
to editor@ssentinel.com.

Older, wiser and full of advice?
Let’s hear what golden 
wisdom you have to share
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Dream’s Fashion
B O U T I Q U E

453-9453
684-B Jessie duPont Highway, Burgess, VA

THE BOSS IS AWAY SALE!
– 20% OFF ALL CLOTHING –

Saturday, July 22 — Saturday, July 27

MARIAM MANI
April 22, 1952 - July 9, 2016

Owner of the Crow’s Nest Cafe 
2000 to 2009

A patriarch of  the Northern Neck stated, “I never knew anyone 
who had as many friends as Mariam.” If  you were a customer you 
were family. If  you were not among the fortunate, then look at this 
dress. Mariam commuted to DC via bus in her pre-Northern Neck 
days. One day she saw a young woman in tears. True to form, 
Mariam asked the reason for the tears and found the woman had 
no money for a wedding dress. The next day Mariam handed her 
this dress. If  you did not know Mariam, you do now.

My precious Mariam died from complications  
related to Parkinson’s disease. I am posting this as  
a memorial to her and to request those that knew  

her to do one thing in her memory.

All her customers knew she was from Iran. She was proud of  her country and its culture. She had 
reason to be. She epitomized was it is to be Iranian. Her arms were perpetually open to embrace 
everyone that crossed the threshold of  her cafe and she loved sharing her food. That, more than 
anything, is what it means to be Iranian. It is an integral part of  the culture and she was Iranian to 
the core.

The request. While getting treatment for her disease, we found that medication for Parkinson’s is 
not available in Iran. The reason is because of  the US Government. The short story is this, we have 
mistreated the Iranian people for more than 63 years and it started August 19, 1953. The story is 
sad. This request is simple. Go to www.MariamsWish.com and read the story.

When I first met Mariam, she told me “What you see on TV is not Iran.” She was absolutely correct. 
I only request you look at the story not portrayed on TV. Maybe next time you hear someone speak 
about Iran, you will think differently about Mariam’s country and culture. Mariam would have asked 
for nothing more.

Thank you
Footnote: After 63 years, the US State Department released the file documenting our role in the CIA’s 1953 coup that 
toppled Iran’s democratic government. They released it three weeks ago, June 19, 2017 to be exact. I am betting no one 
saw this on TV.

KILMARNOCK—In1997, 
River Counties Community 
Foundation (RCCF), which sup-
ports the work of nonprofits in 
Lancaster, Middlesex and Nor-
thumberland counties, awarded 
$1,500 in competitive grants to 
three nonprofit organizations. 

The board recently awarded 
just under $500,000 to 45 orga-
nizations. 

“This event celebrates our local 
nonprofits, whose work impacts 
the community; donors, with 
foresight and generosity past and 
present making the funds avail-
able for grantmaking today; and 
the leadership of RCCF working 
for over 20 years to strengthen the 
foundation and its grantmaking,” 
said board chairman Bill Vose.

In 2017, requests to RCCF 
totaled over $700,000 for pro-
grams and projects. Across the 
three-county region, nearly 70% 
of those requests were awarded, 
a major increase from 52% in 
2016. 

“Relationships with our non-
profits continue to build. Staff 
members work throughout the 
year to better understand chang-
ing needs, initiatives and pro-
gramming. As we move from 
reactive to proactive in our grant-
making, we are seeing smarter 
and stronger grant requests cou-
pled with an increase in funds 
available to such projects,” said 
RCCF grants committee chair-
man Susan Pittman.

Nearly half of all competitive 
grantmaking in 2017 focused 
on economic prosperity, includ-
ing access to and maintenance 
of safe and affordable housing, 
pathways to self-sufficiency and 
access to career opportunities. 
Major investments in this sector 
included The Middlesex Foun-
dation’s planning and design of 
affordable housing units in the 
county—modeled after Mercer 
Place in Kilmarnock, water con-
nection fee assistance through 
the Middlesex Water Authority, 
start-up funding for Northumber-
land Public Library’s new mobile 
library and expansion of The 
Link’s client coaching program in 
Lancaster and Northumberland.

RCCF invested over $75,000 
in educational success programs. 
Early childhood education was 
key in a second-year grant to 
Kids First Foundation—focusing 
on public 3-year-old preschool 
programs, with a new grant to 
Middlesex Elementary School to 
expand flexible learning environ-
ments. 

Out-of-school enrichment 
for area youth was supported 
through grants to local YMCAs 
and the Boys & Girls Club, 
including multiple partnership 
grants between the schools and 
nonprofits, such as Friends of the 
Rappahannock and Northumber-
land Middle School.

Nearly $140,000 was focused 
on ensuring residents have access 
to preventative services and qual-
ity health care and are connected 
to resources that meet those 
needs. Grants to the Northern 
Neck-Middlesex Free Health 

Clinic and the Ledwith-Lewis 
Free Clinic focus on initiatives 
to expand patient access to un- or 
under-insured residents. Support 
to the Northern Neck Food Bank 
provides for increased capacity to 
store frozen foods as the primary 
distribution point for food pan-
tries.

Enrichment and preserva-
tion are cornerstones of cultural 
vibrancy grantmaking, with focus 
on access to and appreciation for 
arts and cultural opportunities. 
Grants to Rappahannock Concert 
Association and Northern Neck 
Orchestra expand audiences and 
reach. Youth were the beneficia-
ries of expanded programming 
and outreach through Rappah-
annock Foundation for the Arts, 
Historic Christ Church and The 
Court House Players.

For a complete listing of all 
2017 competitive grants, visit 
www.RiverCounties CF.org.

Established in 1996, River 
Counties Community Founda-

tion, an affiliate of The Com-
munity Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central Virginia, 
ensures the legacy and charitable 
intent of its donors through a 
focused grantmaking process. 

 “The grants committee and 
advisory board members work 
diligently to align funds that con-
tribute to competitive grantmak-
ing with the goals of a program, 
while addressing the changing 
needs of our community. For 
over 20 years the foundation has 
served to inspire people to build 
philanthropy for our region and to 
engage in our community,” said 
regional director Margaret Nost.

To establish a charitable legacy 
or make a donation to Together.
Stronger., RCCF’s annual giving 
program that supports unre-
stricted grantmaking, contact 
Nost at 436-1600, or mnost@
tcfrichmond.org. To apply to 
the foundation, contact regional 
grants officer Leslie Franklin, 
lfranklin@tcfrichmond.org. 

Economic prosperity grantees from left are Rebecca Morgan, Middlesex Department of Social Services; Jean Duggan, 
Bay Aging; Bruce DeSimone, The Middlesex Foundation; Greg Chambers, Middlesex Water Authority and Habitat 
for Humanity Middlesex; Sarah Pope, Rappahannock Community College Educational Foundation; Kyle Jenkins, 
Hands Across Middlesex; Kathleen Conroy, Lancaster/Northumberland Habitat for Humanity; Ann Kloeckner, 
Legal Aid Works; Christy Smith, Lancaster & Northumberland Interfaith Service Council; Robbie Jordan, The Puller 
Center; Cherie Carl, Northumberland Public Library; Tom Coye, The Link; and Jim Russell, Northumberland Public 
Library. 

River Counties Community Foundation 
awards nearly $500,000 in local grants

Educational success grantees from left are Tom Samuel, Middlesex Public Library; Tom 
Kinney, Kids First Foundation; Ken Baker, Northern Neck CASA; Aubrey Hall, Jacob’s 
Ladder; Danielle Allen and Stephanie Shelton, Middlesex Elementary School; Peter 
Gretz, Middlesex County Public Schools; Phillip Mumford, Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck; Kyle Jenkins, Middlesex Kiwanis Club; Patricia Gordon, GRASP; Mark 
Favazza, Northern Neck Family YMCA; and Stephanie McClain, Lancaster County 
Virginia Education Foundation. Awards also were presented to Lowery Becker, Friends 
of the Rappahannock; and Liz Hansbury, Northumberland Family YMCA.

Cultural vibrancy grantees from left are Helen DeVries, Middlesex County Woman’s 
Club; Jeff Branflick, Rappahannock Art League; Jamie Tucker, Rappahannock 
Foundation for the Arts; Julie Blake, The Court House Players; Doug Walker, 
Foundation for Historic Christ Church; Judy Mooers, Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern; 
Carter Filer and Mary Louisa Pollard, Garden Club of the Northern Neck; and Fred 
Pevahouse, Steamboat Era Museum. Awards also were presented to Michelle Lybarger, 
Northern Neck Orchestra; and Susan Nunn, Rappahannock Concert Association. 

Health and wellness grantees from left are Rosabeth Kissman, Middlesex Family 
YMCA; Suzanne Mattingly, Animal Welfare League of the Northern Neck; Carol 
Biscontini, Together, Let’s Save Lives; Barb Francis, Ledwith-Lewis Free Clinic; Jeannie 
Nelson, Northern Neck-Middlesex Free Health Clinic; LuAnne Davis, Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury; Kenneth Hammell, Upper Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad; Cindy Balderson, Northern Neck Food Bank; Brad Norris, Lower Middlesex 
Volunteer Fire Department; and Terrence McGregor, Lancaster County Department 
of Emergency Services.  

■ Red Cross issues call for blood
Facing a critical blood shortage, the American Red Cross recently issued an emergency call for 

eligible blood and platelet donors of all blood types to give now. To schedule an appointment to 
donate, use the free Blood Donor App, visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-733-2767.

Donor opportunities include Thursday, July 20, 1:30 to 6:30 p.m., Warsaw Baptist Church, 226 
Main Street, Warsaw; and Tuesday, August 1, noon to 6 p.m., St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 6807 
Northumberland Highway, Heathsville.

NEWS BREAK

Call today to receive your paper
and/or online subscription!



A4   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Special Invitation

Join Certified Elder Law Attorney*, Chip Buxton,
or Accredited Estate Planner® andMaster of Laws,Wake
Buxton, for this timely discussion of current wealth
preservation and transfer strategies. The two speakers
combine nearly sixty years of estate planning and elder
law experience and have served over 8000 Hampton
Road’s families. * by the National Elder Law Foundation (AZ)

Joseph T. “Chip” Buxton III
Certified Elder LawAttorney

George P.Wakefield Buxton
Master of Laws in Estate Planning

This educational class is free, however, reservations
are required. To make your reservation or for more
information call 800-966-2889 or 757-877-2248 or
register online at www.trustbuilders.com.

“Excellent presentation —
answered all my questions
and concerns.”
— Robert K., Suffolk

“This was an excellent
presentation, one
of the best!”
— Kay C., Newport News

“Excellent presentation.
perfectly clear.”
— Claire M., Williamsburg

Reader’s Choice AwardWinner

WINNER 2013-2016

Buxton & Buxton, PC
Estate & Legacy Planning Since 1978

www.trustbuilders.com
■ Wills and Revocable Trusts
■ Powers of Attorney
■ Estate Administration
■ Asset Protection
■ Dynasty & IRA Trusts
■ Medicaid and Long-Term Care
■ Charitable Giving
■ Family Business Succession

✓ Learn about Virginia’s new Uniform Power of Attorney Act and
Advanced Medical Directive.

✓ Learn why there is no such thing as a “simple will” and how
to avoid the expense and delay of court supervised administration.

✓ Learn how a Revocable Living Trust can avoid probate, minimize
taxes and protect assets for multiple generations.

✓ Learn why joint ownership and beneficiary designations are
dangerous ways of passing wealth.

✓ Learn why a trust may now be necessary to protect retirement plan
assets after they are passed to your children.

This educational class is free, however, reservations are re-
quired. To make your reservation or for more information 
call 804-758-2244 or 800-966-2889 or register online at 
www.trustbuilders.com

Tuesday, July 25, 2017 @ 8:30am
Lancaster Tavern

(Breakfast Served)
8373 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA 22503

Tuesday, August 1, 2017 @ 6:30 pm
Best Western Kilmarnock Hotel

599 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

“The seminar was excellent, everything 
was adequately covered.”
-Rick T. - Williamsburg, Virginia

“Dynamic speakers, worth listening to.”
-Kent F. - Lancaster, Virginia

“Best we’ve been to.”
-Elmer S. - Hayes, Virginia

YORKTOWN
914 Denbiegh Boulevard
Yorktown, Virginia 23692

Phone: 757.877.2248

URBANNA

Urbanna, Virginia 23175
Phone: 804.758.2244

WILLIAMSBURG

Williamsburg, Virginia 23185
Phone: 757.345.6644

VIRGINIA BEACH

Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462
Phone: 757.645.0248

Visit our new website at: www.trustbuilders.com

WILL YOU LEAVE A LEGACY OR A MESS?

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported charges against four 
individuals.
Felony

Joseph D. Harcum, 29, of 
Christ Church Road was charged 
July 10 with two felony counts 
of hit and run involving personal 
injury, driving while license is 
suspended and reckless driving.
Misdemeanors

A Chesapeake Drive woman, 
51, was charged July 10 with 
driving under the influence of 
intoxicants and driving without a 
license.

A James Lane man, 51, was 
charged July 10 with reckless 
driving-improper brakes and fail-
ing to keep right. 

A Wiggins Avenue man, 22, 
was charged July 15 with con-
tempt of court. 
Activity Report

July 10: Staff responded to the 
1800 block of Windmill Point 
Road for a possible suicidal 
subject, to the 300 block of Rio 
Vista for a subject making sui-
cidal threats to another, to the 300 
block of South Main Street for 
threats to harm, to the 600 block 
of Nuttsville Road for a civil issue 
involving a cell phone, and to 
the 3000 block of White Chapel 
Road for a verbal disagreement 
over personal property.

July 11: Staff responded 
to the 1800 block of Windmill 
Point Road for a subject in need 
of medical attention and possi-
bly suicidal, and to the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for 

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks infor-
mation regarding breaking and entering and theft 
of items from a shed.

Sometime during May 2017, a person or per-
sons entered the shed at 779 Paynes Creek Road.

 Items stolen from the shed include a variety of 
tools, fishing equipment and a lawnmower with a 
total value of approximately $4,000.

Report information about suspicious person 
or persons on the property to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.

You do not have to give your name or appear 
in court.

Lancaster County Crime Solvers pays rewards 
up $1,000.

LANCASTER—Judge R. 
Michael McKenney recently 
heard the following cases in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court.
July 7 cases

Jonathan Thomas Brown of 
Warsaw had a probation violation 
on a felony conviction dismissed.

A charge under advisement 
against Christina Janell O’Neal 
of Wanchese, N.C., was dis-
missed.

Two felony charges against 
Dasmine Durrell Fisher of 
Weems for distribution of Sched-
ule I/II drugs were nolle prosequi.

The trial of Demar Antonio 
Davenport of Heathsville on 
felony and misdemeanor fire-
arms charges was continued to 
October 12.

The trial of Kevin O’Neil 
Fauntleroy of Warsaw on felony 
and misdemeanor firearms 
charges was continued to Octo-
ber 12.
July 14 cases

William Mark Bradehoft, 
charged with probation viola-
tion on one felony and one mis-
demeanor conviction, had all 
charges dismissed. 

The case against Rosa Maria 
Turner of Smithfield, charged 
with two probation violations on 
felony convictions, was contin-
ued to September 8.

Sentencing of Henry Respess 
Hall for the 1988 rape and 
murder of a Lancaster woman 

was continued to July 28 due to 
a delay in the sentencing report.

Shakeen Donta Walker of 
Weems was scheduled for trial on 
felony distribution of Schedule I/
II drugs. Trial was continued to 
August 25 on a request by the 
defense.

The trial of S. Annette Chewn-
ing of Weems on two charges of 
felony distribution of Schedule I/
II drugs was continued to Octo-
ber 20. A bond hearing was set 
for August 4.

The trial of Valencia W. Owens 
of Lancaster on a felony charge of 
distribution of a controlled sub-
stance was continued to Septem-
ber 15 on a motion by defense.

Two felony charges of grand 
larceny against Troy Dejuan 
Payne of Heathsville were nolle 
prosequi by the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney.

Two felony charges of grand 
larceny against Elton Tawaron 
Cockrell were nolle prosequi by 
the Commonwealth’s Attorney.

The trial of Thomas Edward 
Stevens of Lancaster on two 
felony charges of grand larceny 
was continued to September 15 
on a motion by the defense.

The trial of Shadonta Lateef 
Beane of Merry Point on two 
felony charges of distribution of 
Schedule I/II drugs was set for 
October 6.

Ten charges of probation vio-
lation on felony convictions 
against Robert Elwood Howard 
of Warsaw were dismissed.

LANCASTER CIRCUIT 
COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER AND NORTHUMBERLAND SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME SOLVERS

a traffic hazard from loose con-
crete.

July 12: Staff responded to 
the area of Mount Vernon Lane 
for a reckless driver, to a walk-in 
report of the theft of a High Point 
9mm handgun, to the 200 block 
of Boles Avenue for vandalism 
of a vehicle, to the 300 block of 
Cow Shed Road for a custody 
dispute, to Irvington and Weems 
roads for a suspicious vehicle, to 
the 300 block of Cow Shed Road 
for theft of narcotics, and to the 
Norris Bridge for problems with 
the traffic signal in the work zone.

July 13: Staff responded to a 
walk-in report of a social media 
violation involving a juvenile, to 
the 200 block of Buzzards Neck 
Road for a burglary and theft 
of several long guns, to the 100 
block of Rose Drive for a domes-
tic disturbance, to the 300 block 

of Cow Shed Road for a reported 
theft of a security camera, to the 
2300 block of River Road for dis-
orderly conduct and violation of 
a protective order, and to the 100 
block of Marina Road for a suspi-
cious person.

July 14: Staff responded to 
the 6000 block of Mary Ball 
Road for theft of a cell phone, 
to the 400 block of Buzzards 
Neck Road for a weapon being 
shot by a juvenile, to the 300 
block of Crossroad for a medical 
emergency requiring entry into 
the home, to Crawfords Corner 
Road for a traffic crash involv-
ing an overturned vehicle, to the 
2400 block of Morattico Road to 

check on the welfare of a Keep-
safe client who had not answered 
the phone for several days, to 
White Chapel and River roads 
for a tree down in the highway 
blocking traffic, to Fourth Street 
for a noise violation caused by 
fireworks, and to the 100 block of 
Brent Court for shots fired from 
a handgun.

July 15: Staff responded to 
the intersection of Gaskins and 
Christ Church roads for a traf-
fic crash with a street sign, to 
Devils Bottom Road for a large 
tree down in the highway, to 
the Norris Bridge for a reckless 
driver, and to the 100 block of Ice 
House Drive for weapons being 
discharged.

July 16: Staff responded to 
Kilmarnock for a reckless driver, 
to the 100 block of Towles Point 
to investigate the theft of two 
kayaks, to the 300 block of Cow 
Shed Road for a domestic distur-
bance, to James B. Jones Memo-
rial Highway for a two-vehicle 
traffic crash, to the 100 block of 
Irvington Road for an assault, 
and to the 100 block of Bluefield 
Lane for gun shots.

Staff also conducted 40 traf-
fic stops, issued 24 summonses, 
assisted 11 motorists, recorded 
a deer strike accident, handled 
three calls for traffic control, 
investigated seven building 
alarms, processed two mental 

health orders, logged two inmate 
transports, received eight E911 
hang-up calls and fielded five 
calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
fire/smoke alarm on South Main 
Street and a traffic crash on James 
B. Jones Memorial Highway.

The Kilmarnock VFD and 
White Stone VFD responded to 
traffic crashes on North Main 
Street and at Weems and Lum-
berlost roads.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Crawfords Corner Road.
EMS calls

For the week of July 9-15, the 
Kilmarnock-Lancaster Volunteer 
Rescue Squad, Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Rescue Squad and 
Lancaster County Emergency 
Services responded to 27 medi-
cal emergencies, four traffic inci-
dents, two fires, 11 injuries and 
three calls for other service.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons this week reported 
charges against seven individu-
als.
Felony

Terrel Phillip Dickerson, 20, of 
Heathsville was charged July 11 
with a capias to show cause for 
failing to obey a court order. The 
Newport News Sheriff’s Office 

made the arrest.
Misdemeanors

A Gloucester woman, 35, was 
charged July 10 with an assault 
and battery. The Gloucester 
County Sheriff’s Office made the 
arrest.

A Heathsville man, 26, was 
charged July 11 with possession 
of marijuana, first offense and 
carrying a concealed weapon on 
his person.

A Lancaster woman, 23, 
was charged July 11 with fail-
ing to appear in the Northum-
berland County General Dis-
trict Court.

A Montross man, 46, was 
charged July 15 with a capias/
attachment of the body from 
the Northumberland Juvenile 
and Domestic Court for fail-
ing to obey a court order. He 
was arrested by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

A Front Royal woman, 58, was 
charged July 15 with shoplifting 
and petty larceny from the Dollar 
General.

A Heathsville man, 45, was 
charged July 15 with assault and 
battery. He was served this war-
rant by Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office. He also was 
served with four warrants from 
Northumberland County for vio-
lating a protective order and was 
served those warrants by the Rich-
mond County Sheriff’s office.

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission will meet at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 25, at VMRC Head-
quarters, 2600 Washington Avenue, Newport News.

Habitat permit applications are generally considered early in the 
meeting, followed by fisheries items. Hearings on proposed amend-
ments to regulations are held no earlier than noon.

The commission will consider two applications from Stephen 
Edward Topping Brice seeking authorization to lease a 60-acre and 
a 70-acre oyster planting ground in the Rappahannock River and 
within Lancaster County. Both applications are protested by nearby 
residents.

The commission will conduct hearings on amendments to regula-
tions pertaining to crabbing. These measures to conserve the number 
of juvenile crabs that will comprise the 2018 spawning stock were 
adopted as emergency measures at the June 27 meeting.

The regulations establish a November 30 closing date for the 2016-
17 crab pot harvest season and a March 17, 2018, opening date for the 
2017-18 crab pot harvesting season.

The commission also established maximum bushel and vessel 
limits for lawful crab pot license categories, from November 1 through 
November 15, that are equal to current bushel limits from November 
16 through the end of the crab pot season and during March of next 
year. 

The commission also will hold a hearing on a proposed amend-
ment to increase Virginia’s portion of the coast-wide total allow

LANCASTER—A public hearing on a zoning change application 
will be held by the planning commission at 7 p.m. tonight, July 20, 
at the County Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster.

Otho Daniel and Dandridge Tyler Carlson are requesting a change 
of zoning from residential, R-1, to industrial, M-1, for a 7.8-acre 
parcel off Mary Ball Road across from its intersection with Kamps 
Mill Road.

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Smith Point Sea Rescue 
vice president Jim Bul-
lard reported crews recently 
responded to the following 
calls for assistance.

June 8: At 12:30 p.m., the 
captain of a 40-foot trawler 
called on his VHS radio 
reporting that he had run out 
of gas in Cockrell Creek and 
needed assistance. Rescue 
1 was dispatched and found 
two people aboard who live 
on this vessel. The crew pro-
vided five gallons of gas, but 
the captain was unable to 
restart an engine. Rescue 1 
then towed the trawler into 
a marina in Reedville for 
repairs. Time on call, 1.5 
hours.

June 9: At 4:10 p.m., the 
Sheriff received a call from a 
boater east of Dameron Marsh 
with a dead battery. Rescue 1 
departed Reedville and found 
the boat with three aboard, 
who were happy to show the 
50-pound cobia they had 
caught. The crew provided 
the jump battery pack and the 
fishermen were able to start 
their engine and motor back 
to their home in Reedville. 
Time on call, 1 hour.

June 10: At 8:15 p.m., the 
Sheriff received a 911 call 
from a boater who had broken 
down “near a white buoy 
in the Bay,” and was in fall-
ing light, rough seas and in 
danger of swamping. Rescue 
I scrambled and called the 
boater on his mobile phone. 
The boater and his friend had 
trailered their 16-foot bass 
boat from Waynesboro to 
Reedville that morning with 
a plan to cruise to Tangier 
Island, ride their bikes around 
the island, then return to 
Reedville before dark.

On their way back from 
Tangier Island the seas 
became rough and their motor 
quit. The last thing they saw 
before dark was a “white 
buoy” but otherwise had no 
idea where they were. The 
crew on Rescue 1 rushed to 
the only white buoy in the 
area and found no boat. They 
called the boater back and 
asked what their depth finder 
indicated. Based on the depth 
reported the experienced 
crew guessed that the men 
must be east of Smith Point 
Light (the “white buoy!”), 
where they found the boat 
nearly swamped. They took 
the two boaters into Rescue 
1 and were able to tow their 
boat back to Shell Landing. 

These boaters were lucky 
to be found and saved. Their 
boat was too small and their 
knowledge too limited for 
such an adventure. Time on 
call, 3 hours.

June 11: At 2:25 p.m., the 
Sheriff received a call from a 
boater in the Potomac River 
with a dead engine. Rescue 3 
was dispatched from Olver-
son’s Marina and found a 

26-foot center console with 
five aboard off of Garners 
Creek. Rescue 3 took the 
vessel under tow and returned 
to the owner’s dock on Glebe 
Creek. Time on call, 2 hours.

June 14: At 2 p.m., the U.S. 
Coast Guard in Portsmouth 
called asking for assistance 
in finding a kayak reported 
to be abandoned and floating 
in the Chesapeake Bay off 
the Potomac River. Rescue 1 
joined the Coast Guard’s heli-
copter and 46-cutter in the 
search. Rescue I found the 
kayak floating ½ mile east of 
Smith Point Light and carried 
it to the cutter. Time on call, 
2 hours.

June 23: At 12:40 p.m., the 
Sheriff received a distress call 
from the captain of a 21-foot 
Carolina Skiff who reported 
his engine had failed just 
inside Cranes Creek. Rescue 
1 departed Reedville, but 
before they reached the site 
a passing boater had towed 
the broken down boat to the 
owner’s dock. Time on call, 1 
hour.

June 25: At 3:10 p.m., a 
passenger on the Claud W. 
Somers, a 43-foot skipjack, 
called a member of Smith 
Point Sea Rescue to report 
the starter on the push boat 
had failed and assistance 
was needed. This was a pri-
vate charter with about 20 
people on board operated by 
the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. Rescue 1 located 
the vessel in calm waters near 
Buoy 6 in the Great Wicom-
ico and towed it back to the 
museum. Time on call, 2.5 
hours.

June 26: At 1:20 p.m., the 
Sheriff received a call from 
the captain of a 22-foot center 
console that had broken down 
and was now beached in 
Maryland, 1.5 miles north 
of Point Lookout on the bay. 
Rescue 3 was dispatched 
from Olverson’s Marina, but 
before they reached the site 
the captain reported a trailer 
had been brought to the boat 
and no assistance was needed. 
Rescue 3 returned to base. 
Time on call, 1.5 hours.

June 26: At 1:50 p.m., 
the captain of a 42-foot sail-
boat reported he had engine 
problems in the Middle Bay, 
10 miles northwest of Smith 
Point. Rescue 1 was dis-
patched from Reedville and 
located the boat using the lat-
itude and longitude provided 
by the captain. The sailboat 
with two aboard was then 
towed into Jennings Boat-
yard in Reedville for repairs 
before resuming their voyage 
home near Annapolis. Time 
on call 3.5 hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue 1 and 
Rescue 2 are based in Reed-
ville and Rescue 3 is located 
on Lodge Creek near Callao.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened June 27, with 
the Hon. R. Michael McKenney 
presiding. 

Sheldon P. Cox of Heathsville, 
charged with two felonies of 
manufacturing or distributing a 
controlled substance, was issued 
an order to show cause and was 
continued to July 25. 

The case of Kevin J. Hall of 
Lancaster, charged with two felo-
nies of manufacturing or distrib-
uting a controlled substance and 
a felony of selling or distributing 
an imitation substance, was con-
tinued to July 25. 

Terry L. Hunter Jr. of Heaths-
ville, charged with a felony and 
a misdemeanor of possessing a 
controlled substance, pled guilty 
in the misdemeanor charge and 
was sentenced to six months 
with six months suspended. The 
felony was not prosecuted at the 
time of trial. 

Michael E. Presley of Fair-
fax, charged with driving while 
intoxicated, pled guilty and was 
sentenced to 180 days in jail with 
160 days suspended and a $500 

NORTHUMBERLAND
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Madison White Franks fine. 
The case of Sherrie L. Reed of 

Heathsville, charged with a mis-
demeanor of assault and battery 
and two felonies of child abuse 
and malicious wounding, was 
continued to August 15. 

The case of Keyvone T. Wil-
liams of Weems, charged with 
two felonies of grand larceny 
and entering a house to commit 
assault and battery, was contin-
ued to July 18. 

Court also convened on July 11 

with Judge McKenney presiding.
The case of Rodney Withers 

of Farnham, charged with two 
felonies of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance and one felony 
of failing to appear, was set for 
sentencing October 17. 

The case of Michael R. Turner 
of Weems, charged with two 
felonies of grand larceny and two 
felonies of entering a house to 
commit assault and battery, was 
postponed for appointing counsel 
for appeal.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 1 on June 26 towed a 42-foot 
sailboat with engine trouble to Jennings Boatyard in 
Reedville for repairs. Smith Point Sea Rescue is a totally 
volunteer rescue unit which serves boaters from Coles 
Point to the mouth of the Potomac River, south to the 
Rappahannock River and across to the bay to the eastern 
shore. The organization receives no governmental 
monetary support and depends solely on donations to 
fund its operations for the year. 

SMITH POINT SEA 
RESCUE REPORT

Rappahannock 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

The abundant pool of talent that we take for 
granted in the Northern Neck has been 

depleted this month with the move of one of 
our finest artists, Ginny Adair, to Northern 
Virginia to be near her son, Brian, and his 
family.

 For over two decades Ginny has been a 
mainstay of the Rappahannock Art League, 
where her paintings have been focal points of 
the RAL’s exhibitions.

Ginny is a native of Erie, Pa., where she 
grew up and graduated from Mercyhurst Uni-
versity. She and her late husband, Bruce, came 
to the Northern Neck from Cape Cod where 
they owned and operated a seafood restau-
rant. Bruce was the quintessential chef, who 
enjoyed regaling his friends with descriptions 
of his manifold culinary wonders, all of which 
he made appear to be easy to produce. 

Through the RAL, Ginny came to know 
another gifted artist, the late Marguerite 
Ajootian, who with her husband, Fred, each 
November hosted a spectacular oyster roast at 
Fred’s business, the Ocran Boat Shop in sub-

urban White Stone.
In that venue Bruce would shine, offering 

pithy comments on far more than modern 
cuisine. No topic was beyond his purview. He 
found particular delight in discussing fishing, 
being a “professional amateur” when out on 
the water. He had dozens of rods and reels, 
each designated for a particular purpose and 
thousands of lures. Bruce never met a fish he 
did not like.

Ginny and Bruce decided some years ago 
to sell their large home overlooking Little 
Myers Creek in Upper Lancaster County and 
undertake the total reconstruction of a neigh-

boring residence. They lifted the house in the 
air, put in a full basement under the first floor 
and landscaped the site with exquisite taste, 
typical of Ginny’s artistic bent. The plan came 
together harmoniously to the extent that visi-
tors today do not realize the transformation 
has taken place.

As an artist, Ginny’s focus is on color. Her 
rooms are painted in bright shades often unit-
ing seemingly disparate hues in dramatic and 
memorable patterns, augmented by beauti-
ful pine flooring, with a ceiling fan in every 
room. 

Ginny’s interior design is a reflection of 
her art. Her watercolors also demonstrate 
the use of bright colors in new and interest-
ing patterns. She has a clear gift for being 
able to convey with a brush on paper flowers 
and landscapes in original compositions that 
have been as notable as her domestic painting 
throughout the rooms of her home.

The dominant painting in her home was 
not one of her watercolors, but an oil of 
conch shells in various shades of orange and 

tan against a nautical blue background. The 
painting is an impressionistic masterpiece 
that gives off greater depth and precision the 
farther one stands from it. The work also man-
ifests that Ginny is as talented in oil as she is 
with watercolors.

Bruce died after a protracted illness seven 
years ago and now Ginny has left the scene 
where her creativity blossomed these last 
twenty-odd years. When not painting, she 
usually was playing bridge, whether in person 
with her friends or online with various mas-
ters of her own elevated level of proficiency. 
Not a card player myself, I have been fasci-
nated watching her handle the cards on the 
screen. In cards Ginny is as adapt as she is 
with a brush. I also am not a gambler, but if I 
were, I should bet on her to win.

Ginny and Bruce were bright lights on our 
local scene for their time among us and her 
departure leaves a gap far wider than in that of 
the artistic community. As she leaves for new 
adventures, Bob Hope’s theme song comes to 
mind, “Thanks for the Memories,” Ginny.

The painting is an impres-
sionistic masterpiece that 
gives off greater depth and 
precision the farther one 
stands from it.

Focal Point

Creek sentries—these osprey appear to be guarding Warehouse Creek off the Great 
Wicomico River.

Photo by Diane Cook, visiting from St. Paul, Minn. 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Fewer than 10 days ago, we in 
White Stone celebrated Indepen-
dence Day—independence from 
thuggy government imposed by 
the British in favor of the warm 
embrace of liberty, small/afford-
able government and personal 
responsibility. In our recent cel-
ebrations here in Lancaster, there 
was no end to flag-waving, fire-
works and podium-thumping 
politicians. The same can be said 
for celebrations in the rest of the 
country.

On the front page of the July 13 
Rappahannock Record, we have a 
picture of the first of five homes 
to be demolished and re-built 
with money seized from citizens 
who worked hard to earn it. The 
fact that this money was laun-
dered through the Department 
of Agriculture does not change 
things. I am somewhat relieved to 
learn that the money was seized 
from people I probably do not 
know and am unlikely to meet. 
My conservative friends are curi-
ously silent.

The liberty we celebrated on 
Independence Day several weeks 
ago and the seize-and-distribute 
paradigm celebrated in the photo-
graph on page 1 cannot be recon-
ciled. Perhaps we should note that 
nothing described in the accom-
panying article was provided via 
“grant funding.”

 Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

How free?

All my life I have been a loyal 
Democrat and I continue to sup-
port the goals of the Democratic 
Party. I have, however, also sup-
ported Del. Margaret B. Ransone, 
a Republican, who is our 99th 
District representative, and I shall 
continue to do so.

Over the past several weeks, 
I have read with dismay several 
slanderous and outright false 
attacks on Del. Ransone and her 
family. An examination of her 
record shows that Del. Ransone 
has vigorously represented all of 
the citizens of the Northern Neck.

For example, a client of mine 
recently had a serious prob-
lem with licensing from a state 
agency. He sought help from Del. 
Ransone for his problem. What 
did she do?

She directly contacted the 
agency head and asked him to 
intervene because of the urgency 
of getting the state license. What 
happened as a result of Del. Ran-
sone's intervention?

The very next day, the agency 
issued the license. Getting the 
license ordinarily would have 
taken 4 to 6 weeks. Del. Ransone 
got results overnight.

I have also talked to watermen 
who say that they believe Del. 
Ransone works hard for them in 
Richmond.

Del. Ransone is an honest 
and effective legislator. Shame 
on those letter writers who have 
slandered Del. Ransone with 
politically motivated lies!

James C. Breeden,
Irvington

Effective leadership

In response to a recent letter, I 
agree we need something in this 
county to help with the tax base. 

As I see it, the come-heres 

Invest in 
technology

The Record recently informed 
us The Haven is sponsoring a 
clinic entitled "Coaching Boys 
Into Men." The clinic will be 
offered to local high school ath-
letic coaches who will then be 
able to instruct male student ath-
letes about healthy dating rela-
tionships. 

According to a Haven spokes-
woman, the clinic is justified by 
the fact that "one in three adoles-
cent girls in the U.S. has expe-
rienced physical or emotional 
abuse from a male dating part-
ner." The spokeswoman cited the 
Centers for Disease Control for 
that statistic.

However, many CDC studies 
show that the rates at which high 
school females have experienced 
dating violence are much lower 
than the rate claimed by The 
Haven.

For example, a 2003 CDC 
study put the figure at less than 
9%. A 2013, twelve-year longi-
tudinal study prepared for NIH, 
based on CDC data, put the rate 
for females at 9.2%; for males, it 
was 9.4%! Space doesn't allow 
for more examples.

The Haven appears to be guilty 
of serious cherry-picking.

Whatever the true numbers 
are, one fact is crystal clear from 
the CDC studies: Girls engage 
in the same bad dating behavior 
as boys, sometimes at the same 
rate. Which raises the question: 
Why doesn't The Haven sponsor 
a special coaching program for 
females? This looks like feminist 
bias on the part of The Haven.

There is more. Another CDC 
study ("Physical Dating Vio-
lence Among High School Stu-
dents") reveals that blacks are 
twice as likely to engage in such 
bad dating behavior as whites. 
If that's true, why doesn't The 
Haven sponsor a special coach-
ing program for blacks? This 
looks like racial bias on the part 
of The Haven.

Cherry-picked numbers and 
probable bias. The Haven has 
some explaining to do. 

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Explain please

I have known Margaret 
Ransone for a number of 
years, dating back to before 
she became our Delegate. 
I have worked with her and 
know that she is most pro-
fessional, competent and 
ethical. She comes from a 
wonderful, hard working and 
productive family, who are 
well-respected and regarded. 

I am sorry to see charac-
ter assassination not only 
against her but against her 
family, by false and unin-
formed statements. This type 
of treatment is just plain 
wrong. This may play well 
in Washington politics, but is 
not appropriate here. 

Margaret is one of the best 
supporters of the Northern 
Neck that we have been for-
tunate to have. She is always 
accessible and will listen. 
She studies the issues and 
votes her conscience. I had 
the privilege of being with 
Margaret and her fellow 
Delegates and our Senators 
and saw first hand how they 
sought her out for her opin-
ion and advice. 

In his departure from the 
General Assembly, John 
Chichester advised to "Put 
Virginia First.” In her rep-
resentation of the North-
ern Neck, she balances well 
the needs of the people of 
the Northern Neck and the 
Commonwealth at large and 
works hard and diligently for 
the people.

Margaret has earned and 
deserves our support and 
vote.

B.H. Hubbard, 
Weems

Del. Ransone
works hard for
Northern Neck

support the county. We need 
business to come to this county 
to help with the wants of the 
county. Most of us come-heres 
have no kids in the school system 
and really see no need for a new 
school.

Eventually the taxes will get 
to the point that people wanting 
to move will look at the taxes 
in this county and say they are 
too expensive. I know everyone 
wants to preserve the way of life, 
but times are changing. We have 
to look to the future and invest 
in something that will help the 
county; a new school is not it.

A new school will do noth-
ing but increase our taxes. We 
need to invest in something that 
will bring income to the county. 
Broadband/high speed internet 
would allow lots of people to 
work from home and make our 
county a much more desirable 
place to live.

Let's put our money where 
it will make money, not cost us 
money. A revamp of our school 
with a major upgrade in technol-
ogy would be a better investment.

Joe Dickens,
Lancaster

What will Congress and 
our Rep. Rob Wittman do 
with the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau’s (CFPB) 
new rule which curtails the 
scope of arbitration clauses 
in consumer financial con-
tracts?

Under the Rule, while arbi-
tration clauses would still 
be permissible in consumer 
financial product contracts, 
they would “have to say 
explicitly that they cannot be 
used to stop consumers from 
being part of a class action in 
court.”

So what are the problems 
with arbitration clauses 
anyway? Why the hubbub?

Fair Arbitration Now says, 
“Most Americans don’t know 
that they are bound by forced 
arbitration. Buried in the fine 
print of employment, cell 
phone, credit card, retire-
ment account, home building 
and nursing home contracts 
are mandatory arbitration 
clauses. Just by taking a job 
or buying a product or ser-
vice, individuals are forced 
to give up their right to go to 
court if they are harmed by a 
company…

“In arbitration, there is 
no judge, jury or right to an 
appeal. The arbitrators do 
not have to follow the law 
and there is no public review 
of decisions to ensure the 
arbitrator got it right…”

Stop arbitration
clauses?

Like most Americans, I am 
fed up with both party bick-
ering and media coverage 
that seem to bolster divisive-
ness. Common sense, where 
hath thou gone?

I have an idea, Mr. Presi-
dent: Use your pardon privi-
lege. Pardon Hillary, pardon 
Bill, pardon Lynch, pardon 
Comey, pardon Flynn, 
pardon Petraus, pardon Ses-
sions, pardon Pelosi and 
pardon Jr. Save these mil-
lions of useless investiga-
tory dollars and thousands 
of hours and get on with 
solving problems like health 
care.

Health care really is an 
easy f ix. What do the people 
of America pay in health 
benefits for their employees 
— congressmen, senators, 
judges and federal workers? 

Both sides agree that this 
system works for them. Both 
sides. Why should it not 
work for the taxpayers, their 
bosses, or give them what 
they would give us. Bet that 
would save millions. Too 
simple!

Mr. President, I have other 
truly common sense ideas 
and I need a job.

R. Wayne Nunnally,
Irvington

Simple solutions

Lost in discussions of 
Rappahannock General Hos-
pital's f inances is the fact 
that Del. Margaret Ransone 
has contributed to the RGH 
financial difficulties.

One financial challenge 
facing RGH is the number of 
uninsured patients using the 
emergency room. Because 
they are uninsured, RGH 
is hit with "uncompen-
sated care" for which RGH 
receives no payment from 
the patient or insurer.

The Affordable Care Act 
reduced Medicaid payments 
to hospitals for care provided 
to uninsured patients while, 
at the same time, expand-
ing eligibility for Medicaid. 
By making it possible for 
more patients to be insured, 
the ACA increased hospital 
revenue because previously 

Del. Ransone
played a part in
hospital’s woes

YOUR LETTERS
While it appears the new 

rule affects only financial 
contracts where class action 
suits might be beneficial, 
some say the rule does not 
go far enough because it 
does not provide protections 
in individual matters.

Under agreements with 
an arbitration clause, “Con-
sumers cannot sue for negli-
gence, defective products or 
scams.”

So, will Congress exercise 
their threat to fight this new 
rule by the CFPB? If it does, 
how will Rob Wittman vote? 
Will he vote for you and I, 
the consumers, or for big 
business? What is your bet? 
If you have a feeling one way 
or the other, tell Rob.

James Knupp,
Hartfield

uninsured patients would 
be insured under "Medicaid 
expansion."

Republicans sued Presi-
dent Obama over Medicaid 
expansion. The Supreme 
Court ruled that states could 
reject or accept Medicaid 
expansion. Virginia Repub-
licans rejected Medicaid 
expansion, in spite of the fact 
that the federal government 
would pay 100% of the cost 
for the first several years. 
Over 400,000 Virginians 
would have been covered by 
Medicaid expansion.

A study by the Colorado 
Hospital Association showed 
hospitals in states that 
accepted Medicaid expan-
sion saw a dramatic drop 
in "uncompensated care" 
while hospitals in states that 
rejected Medicaid expansion 
continued to lose revenue.

Four years ago a group 
of Northumberland County 
citizens met with Del. Ran-
sone and provided her with 
results of the Colorado 
study and other documen-
tation supporting Medic-
aid expansion. She ignored 
these facts.

Del. Ransone rejected 
Medicaid expansion because 
Gov. McAuliffe was in favor 
of it and she did not want to 
hand him a victory.

As she campaigns for re-
election this year, Del. Ran-
sone likely will come to 
RGH, proclaiming her sup-
port for the hospital. Don't 
believe her. Her votes against 
Medicaid expansion contrib-
ute to RGH financial diffi-
culties. Del. Ransone should 
be replaced by a delegate 
who cares about people, not 
political posturing.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Follow Us  
@RappRecord
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Joint 
Pain?

Enjoy expert care from 
diagnosis and treatment 

through rehabilitation 
without leaving the 

Middle Peninsula and 
the Northern Neck.

Orthopedics

David J. Muron, M.D.
804-693-0529

Steven J. Hospodar, M.D.
804-693-4645

Now seeing 
patients in  

White Stone
804-435-3133

riversideonline.com/goortho

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital is designated as a 
Blue Distinction Center+ for Knee & Hip Replacement 
by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, an independent 
licensee of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association

EVERY SUNDAY, 4-7 P.M.

SUNDAY 
SUPPER
at the Kilmarnock Inn

O
f 

T
he

Best

2017

Selected by the readers of The Rivah Visitor’s Guidehe Rivah Visitor’s Guide

WINNER

Do you remember?
This White Stone Chamber of Commerce float in the July 1976 Bicentennial parade 
held in Kilmarnock carried Miss White Stone. Anyone who can identify Miss White 
Stone is urged to call Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn, 296-0930. 
"Do you remember?" is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.
Update: A reader identified the Boy Scouts in the July 13 column as Jimmy Sparshott, 
Grid Michal, Warren or Wayne Newcomb, Freddie Davis and David Crowther.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the July 14, 1927, issue of the 

Rappahannock Record)

MILLENBECK
Mrs. George E. Lewis and children were 

pleasant visitors of the lady's parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Schools of Saluda last week.

Miss Jennie Warren and friend in company 
with Miss Marvie Wharton and friend attended 
the dance at White Stone Beach on Thursday 
night.

Mrs. C. W. East, daughter and grandchildren 
left for Norfolk on Saturday last to visit the 
lady's son, Mr. W. P. East.

LOCAL MENTION
During the storm on Thursday last, lightning 

struck Mr. Geo. E. Lewis's house, the damage 
being slight.

Mr. Joseph Gunther of Baltimore called on 
Jennie Warren one evening last week.

Mr. C. W. East was a pleasant visitor in the 
home of his parents of Morattico on Sunday 
encampment at Virginia Beach.

Mr. L. H. Rice, Misses Gladys Hastings, 
Audrey Clark and Virginia Christopher have 
returned from the B.Y.P.U. Mr. Rice gave an 
excellent report of the Convention Sunday 
night.

Mr. A. B. Acree and family went to King and 
Queen Sunday in his new Hudson.

Circle Number 2 of the W. M. S. had a good 
meeting Tuesday afternoon at the home of Mrs. 
T. W. Bonner.

Mrs. C. C. Kelley is suffering with a sore 
foot.

Mrs. L. D. Cottingham has as her guests, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. H. Dunaway of Richmond, Va.

Revival services are being held at Corrotto-
man Baptist Church. Rev. A. J. Reamy is assist-
ing the pastor, Rev. George Schools.

Miss Mary Sue Bussells of Washington is 
visiting her aunt, Mrs. Geo. Noblett.

Mr. Mat Donahue, who was badly hurt in 
an automobile accident, is getting along very 
nicely.

Mr. R. G. Dew and family spent Sunday in 
King and Queen.

We are glad to hear that Miss Mag Tapscott 
is rapidly improving.

Mrs. Wilmer Joyner of Washington and chil-
dren are guests of Mrs. C. F. Carter.

While Mrs. W. K. Lee and son were visit-
ing relatives in Kinsale, lightning struck their 
house, but no serious damage was done.

Mrs. Nannie L. Bonner, who has been visit-
ing her son in Urbanna has returned and is 
staying with Mrs. W. E. Smither.

Mrs. Carroll Gresham entertained at lun-
cheon Tuesday her sister, Mrs. A. S. Mitchell 
and friend, Mrs. Y. W. Suay of New York City.

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony having visited her 
parental home at Byrdton have returned to 
Washington.

Mr. Leon Bonner, Jr., is sporting a new Pon-
tiac.

Dr. and Mrs. Blight Harrison and mother, 
of Fredericksburg were week-end guests at 
"Farmille" the home of Mr. A. S. Mitchell.

DITCHLEY
Mr. and Mrs. B.H. Marshall and children and 

Mr. James Marshall motored from Hyattville 
on Sunday to visit Mrs. Marshall's parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. F. Ball.

Miss Daisy Carter and friends, Mr. Land-
hart and sister, Miss Mannie of Hyattsville, 
were week-end guests of Capt. And Mrs. W. B. 
Carter.

Misses Nora Keane and Millicient Hunton of 
Washington are spending their vacation here in 
their homes.

Cecil R. Ball with his friend, Prof. Screeman, 
motored from Williamsburg on Friday to spend 
a few days with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. F. 
Ball.

Mr. and Mrs. N. G. Ball spent the weekend 
and Fourth with the latter's mother, Mrs. Det-
rich of Mt. Holly.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee (LCDC) will 
meet Monday, July 24, at the 
Lancaster Community Library, 
16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock.

The meeting will open at 
6:30 p.m. for a short social.  At 
7 p.m., the program will include 
business essentials; a strategy 
outline from Francis Edwards, 
Democratic candidate for state 
delegate; discussion of the 
upcoming election; acknowl-
edgment of those who partici-
pated in the Irvington July 4 
Hometown Parade and prepara-
tions for the August 5 Irvington 
Farmers’ Market. Commentary 
from other, independent, like-
minded groups in the Neck is 
also welcome.  

"Attendance at LCDC meet-
ings this year has been remark-
able; we expect this trend to con-

tinue and invite all who are con-
cerned about the current political 
environment to attend. Mobiliz-
ing the Northern Neck to action 
is the LCDC goal of 2017," said 
chairman Nick Magnani.   

Professor Emeritus Lynton 
Land, of the Jackson School of 
Geosciences at The University 
of Texas at Austin, also will 
address the gathering. He will 
speak on the status and health of 
the aquifer used by the North-
ern Neck.  

Since retiring to Northum-
berland County, Prof. Land has 
endeavored to use his scientific 
knowledge to educate citizens 
and local and state government 
officials about critical issues for 
the future, said Magnani.

The majority of area citizens 
use a deep artesian aquifer for 
their domestic water supply, he 
said. The aquifer is being drawn 

down unsustainably, at a rate of 
about 1.5 feet each year, partly 
because of profligate use of 
water outside Virginia's North-
ern Neck. Prof. Land is work-
ing to convince planning com-
mission members and elected 
officials that land for reservoirs 
should be designated now, in 
order to preserve the sites and 
prevent inappropriate land use.

As part of Northumberland 
Association for Progressive 
Stewardship, Prof. Land writes 
monthly "Stewardship Tips" 
published in three newspapers 
and at napsva.org. He also 
has developed and maintains, 
vabayblues.org, with insights 
into ameliorating the harm 
being done to the Bay.

The LCDC meeting is open 
to all. Snacks and treats will be 
provided by members, attend-
ees and volunteers.

The Northumberland 
County NAACP will meet at 
7 p.m. Monday, July 24, at 
the Northumberland County 
Community Center Orga-
nization Inc., 679 Browns 
Store Road, Heathsville.

Guest speaker Horace 
Adams will discuss "Tech-
nology use in the 21st Cen-
tury."  

The session will help those 
interested in learning and 
upgrading technology skills; 
this includes beginning com-
puter, email use and search-
ing the World Wide Web, said 
president James M. Long.

Beginners to advanced 
technology usage will be dis-
cussed.

NAACP
to review
technology

The Northumberland 
County Democratic Party 
will meet today, July 20, at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville.

A social period will begin 
at 6:30 p.m., followed by the 
meeting at 7 p.m., reported 
chairman Frank Kober. The 
speaker will be Joe Schlat-
ter. He will discuss "Dark 
Money" in politics. 

Additionally, Tanya Mitch-
ell will present an update on 
the Francis Edwards cam-
paign, said Kober.  She will 
explain how Northumberland 
County Democrats can help 
the campaign bring about 
true democratic representa-
tion in Richmond.

Democrats to
meet Thursday

Dr. Land to address Lancaster Democrats

Now showing: 
Wharton films

The Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library, 8346 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, 
in partnership with the 
Wharton Films Project, 
through September 1 will host 
an exhibition of “The Lost 
Northern Neck Films of James 
Wharton.” The films serve 
as historical documentation 
of life in the lower Northern 
Neck in the 1920s and 1930s. 
The public can view these 
movies from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesdays through Fridays.
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Celebrating Yesterday,  
Today and  Tomorrow.

Call Commonwealth today to learn how  
we can make a difference for your loved one!

804-208-0299

Ask How to Receive a Lifetime Rate Lock  
Guarantee – For a Limited Time Only!

Commonwealth Senior Living’s award-winning Sweet MemoriesTM  
program delivers the highest quality of care to residents with memory loss.

www.CommonwealthSL.com
Assisted Living & Memory Care

VIRGINIA BEACH—With 
temperatures soaring close to 
100 degrees in Virginia, AAA 
Tidewater Virginia recently 
issued a heat advisory to 
motorists regarding the threat 
that extreme temperatures pose 
on motor vehicles. 

“High heat can cause auto 
parts to fail and leave motorists 
stranded. AAA advises motor-
ists to take preventive measures 
during extended periods of 
very high heat like this week,” 
said Georjeane Blumling, vice 
president of public relations 
for AAA Tidewater Virginia. 
“With each day of high heat, 
the number of calls to AAA 
for emergency roadside assis-
tance increases dramatically. 
Requests for battery assistance 
significantly increase when 
the thermometer rises into the 
upper 90’s.”

AAA recommends driv-
ers address five key areas to 
help their vehicle survive high 
summer temperatures:

batteries. Most drivers think 
battery problems occur primar-
ily in winter, but summer heat 
can negatively impact a car’s 
battery even more than the 
bitter cold of winter. Heat and 
vibration are a battery’s two 
worst enemies leading to inter-
nal breakdown and eventual 
failure. While drivers cannot 
do much about the heat, they 
can make sure their battery is 
securely mounted in place to 
minimize vibration.

Another potential summer 
problem is faster evapora-
tion of the battery fluid, lead-
ing to corrosion on terminals 
and connections. Clean any 
corrosive build up from the 
battery terminals and cable 
clamps and ensure the clamps 
are tight enough that they will 
not move. If a car’s battery is 
more than three years old, it’s a 
good idea to have it tested by a 
trained technician to determine 
how much longer it will last.  

Automobile engines work 
extra hard in the summer. It 
is the cooling system’s job to 
protect the engine from over-
heating. In addition, additives 
in the coolant protect the radia-
tor and internal engine compo-
nents against wear and corro-
sion. Without proper cooling 
system maintenance the odds 
of long term engine damage 
and a summer time boil over, 
definitely increase.

Over time, engine cool-
ant becomes contaminated 
and its protective additives 
are depleted. That’s why the 
system should be flushed and 
the coolant replaced periodi-
cally as recommended by the 
vehicle manufacturer. Older 
coolants used to require chang-
ing every two years or 24,000 
miles, but most modern formu-
lations are good for at least five 
years and 50,000 miles. See 
the owner’s manual or mainte-
nance booklet to determine the 
service interval appropriate for 
a vehicle.

Between flushes, make sure 
the coolant is filled to the 
proper levels by checking the 
overflow reservoir. If neces-
sary, top off the reservoir with 
a 50/50 mix of water and the 
coolant type specified by the 
vehicle manufacturer.

 Never remove the radiator 
cap when the engine is hot—
boiling coolant under pressure 
could cause serious burns.

 Rubber cooling system 
components also are suscep-
tible to deterioration caused 
by extreme heat. Inspect hoses 
and drive belts for cracking, 
soft spots or other signs of 
poor condition. Worn parts are 
more susceptible to failure in 
hot conditions and should be 
replaced.

the rubber meets the road.
Driving on under-inflated 

tires not only affects the han-
dling and braking of a vehicle, 
it also can cause tires to over-
heat and increase the likeli-
hood of a blowout. This prob-
lem becomes even more of a 
concern when road tempera-
tures are extremely high.

 More than half the vehicles 
on the road were found to have 
at least one under-inflated tire, 
according to the Rubber Manu-
facturers Association and 85% 
of motorists do not know how 
to properly inflate their tires.

 Tires should be checked 
when the car has not been 
driven recently and they should 
be inflated to the pressure 
recommended by the vehicle 
manufacturer—not the number 
molded into the tire sidewall. 
Recommended tire pressures 
can be found in the owner’s 
manual or on a sticker nor-
mally located on the driver’s 
door jamb. Some vehicles use 
different pressures for the front 
and rear tires.

 While checking the tire pres-

AAA offers tips to keep vehicles on the road even during extreme heat
sures—including the spare—
drivers also should inspect the 
tire treads for adequate depth 
and any signs of uneven wear 
that might indicate a suspen-
sion or alignment problem. 

extreme heat too.
Engine fluids are essential 

to keeping a vehicle running 
smoothly. Most fluids not only 
lubricate, they also serve as 
coolants by helping carry heat 
away from critical components. 
When fluid levels are low, this 
cooling effect is reduced and 
the possibility of overheating 
increases.

Drivers should check all 

vehicle fluids including motor 
oil, transmission fluid, power 
steering fluid and brake fluid 
to ensure they are filled to the 
appropriate levels.

If any fluids need to be 
topped off, be sure to use the 
type of fluid specified in the 
owner’s manual.

passengers.
Maintaining a comfortable 

driving environment reduces 
fatigue, which can play an 
important part in driver alert-
ness and vehicle safety. During 
extreme summer heat, a prop-
erly operating air conditioning 
system can be more than just a 

pleasant convenience. 
If a car’s air conditioning is 

not maintaining the interior 
temperature as well as it did in 
the past, it may mean the refrig-
erant level is low or there is 
another problem. Have the air 
conditioning system checked 
by a certified technician.

 Many automotive climate 
control systems today are 
equipped with a cabin filter 
that prevents outside debris 
from entering. If present, this 
filter should be inspected and 
replaced as needed to ensure 
maximum airflow and cooling 
during the summer months.

Even with proper preventive 

maintenance, summer break-
downs can still occur, so AAA 
recommends every driver have 
a well-stocked emergency kit 
in their vehicle. The kit should 
include water, non-perishable 
food items, jumper cables, a 
flashlight with extra batteries, 
road flares or an emergency 
beacon, basic hand tools and a 
first aid kit.

 As part of North America’s 
largest motoring and leisure 
travel organization, AAA Tide-
water Virginia provides its 
more than 330,000 members 
with travel, insurance, finan-
cial and automotive-related 
services. Visit AAA.com.

VIRGINIA BEACH—As 
stifling heat continues to rise in 
Virginia, AAA reminds motor-
ists of the real dangers of leav-
ing any living being that cannot 
help itself unattended in a car 
for any amount of time, includ-
ing children and furry friends.

“Think of your car just like 
your kitchen oven, where tem-
peratures rise very quickly,” 
said Georjeane Blumling, 
spokesperson for AAA Tide-
water Virginia. “The National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA) reports that 
temperatures inside of a car 
can climb from 78 degrees to 
100 degrees in just three min-
utes and to 125 degrees in 6 to 
8 minutes. With temperatures 
rising at the rate of about 20 
degrees every three minutes, it 
is easy to see how a seemingly 
quick stop can very quickly 
turn disastrous.”

AAA Tidewater Virginia 
offers the following tips for 
motorists:

unattended in a vehicle.

play in an unattended vehicle. 
Teach them that a vehicle is not 
a play area.

-
dren or furry friends in a 
parked vehicle, even if the win-
dows are partially open.

the vehicle - front and back - 
before locking the door and 
walking away.

childcare and normally it’s the 
spouse or partner who drops 
them off, have the spouse or 
partner call to make sure the 
drop went according to plan.

call if a child does not show up 

Temperatures inside
car can climb rapidly

for childcare.

and trunks and keep keys out 
of children’s reach. If a child is 
missing, check the vehicle first, 
including the trunk.

hot vehicle, call the police. If 
they are in distress due to heat, 
get them out as quickly as pos-
sible. Cool the child rapidly. 
Call 911.

car for all living beings includ-
ing pets.

that has parked in high temper-
atures, open the vehicle’s door 
and let the interior cool for a 
few minutes.

cover the windshield to mini-
mize heat build-up and to help 
protect the automobile’s inte-
rior.

parts on safety belts and child 
safety seats to prevent burns.

conditioning system also will 
help motorists keep their cool 
in summer heat.

cell phone if possible in order 
to call for help if the vehicle 
breaks down.

AAA Tidewater Virginia pro-
vides its members with travel, 
insurance, financial and auto-
motive-related services. Visit 
AAA.com.

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext.  13

WHY
ADVERTISE?

Congratulations to the winners 
of the Rappahannock Record 

Pet Photo Contest 2017!

Thank You Sponsors, Pets, and Voters!

PAPETERIE Mosaic Consignments & Gifts, LLC

Dixie

Ollie

Jones & JulesGeneral

Sweetpea

Nora

Prizes: $20 gift certificate to one of the following . . .

Jessica Michels-Mancini 
(right) of the Rappahan-
nock Record presents Ani-
mal Welfare League of the 
Northern Neck president 
Judith Harvell a donation 
from the recent contest. 
The donation will be used 
for expenses related to 
the boarding of felines, 
said Harvell. Dog and cat 
food is always needed and 
appreciated, she added.

Stop by the Rappahannock Record office at 27 N. Main Street to pick up your prize!


