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KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town 
Centre Park grand opening is set for Saturday, 
July 8. Residents and visitors, families, couples, 
seniors and even good dogs on leashes are wel-
come. 

“The new Town Centre Park is ready for visi-
tors,” said town manager Tom Saunders. “The 
festivities begin at 9 a.m. with opening ceremo-
nies. Children’s activities begin at 10 a.m. and 
run until 1 p.m. Food is available throughout the 
day. Adult beverages will be available in the bev-
erage garden from 5 to 9:30 p.m.”

“The Town of Kilmarnock is thrilled to add 
Town Centre Park to all the wonderful things our 
region has to offer. I couldn’t be more excited,” 
said mayor Mae Umphlett. “The July 8 kick-off 

celebration is just the beginning. A 2017 music 
series is planned. The Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce will hold its Rhythm & 
Brews by the Bay event at the park July 22.” 

Soul Expressions, a high-energy, seven-piece, 
Richmond band will cap off the day’s festivities 
with a free concert at the Half Shell Stage, play-
ing their own special mix of funk, rock, reggae, 
jazz and Motown tunes from 7 to 10 p.m. The 
outdoor amphitheater with terraced seating can 
accommodate 500 people. 

All activities will be held at the new park, 150 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

“Good food and drink are available for pur-
chase from local vendors. No coolers will be 
allowed,” said deputy town manager Susan Cock-

rell. “We’ve arranged for parking at the Chesa-
peake Commons Shopping Center with shuttle 
service provided by Bay Transit from 8 a.m. to 
11 p.m. Additional parking is available at the 
municipal lots by the Masonic Hall on Augusta 
Street and at Lancaster Middle School.”

Opening day partners include David A. Nice 
Builders, Guernsey Tingle and Associates, Land 
Planning & Design Associates, Bank of Lan-
caster/Virginia Commonwealth Bank, 101.7 
BAY FM, Bay Transit, Chesapeake Bank, Chesa-
peake Homes, Children’s Theater presented by 
Rebecca Nunn, Etudes Ballet, Franklin Mechan-
ical Contractors, Kilmarnock Lancaster Rescue 
Squad, KVFD, Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of 
Commerce, Lancaster Community Library, Lan-

caster Lions Club, Middle Bay Realty, RAL Art 
Center, VDOT, Virginia State Police and White 
Stone Church of the Nazarene.
Itinerary

9 a.m., Opening ceremonies, featuring the 
Kilmarnock District & Pipe Band and U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 33.

10 a.m., Children’s activities begin, children’s 
theater performances on the Half Shell Stage 
directed by Rebecca Nunn, storytime plus Grab-
n-Go Crafts, Baby Garten up to age 2 presented 
by Lancaster Community Library and Bank of 
Lancaster.

10:30 a.m., Etudes Ballet Studio perfor-

Siblings Madison and Lucas Davis 
got an unexpected five-minutes of 
fame last Tuesday when they made 
an impromptu appearance on WTVR 
Channel 6’s morning show courtesy of 
meteorologist Nikki-Dee Ray. 

“I was like terrified,” said Madison. 
“Next time I’ll be prepared.”

Madison, a 12-year-old rising 
seventh grader at Lancaster Middle 
School, wants to be a meteorologist. 
Her mother set up a studio tour with 
Ray, who asked Madison and her 
brother, 6-year-old Lucas, to join them 
in front of the cameras during the live 
broadcast on June 27. 

Parents April and BK Davis of 
Ottoman and grandmother Suzanne 
Davis of Miskimon had taken Madi-
son and Lucas to Richmond Monday 

LANCASTER—Two days prior to 
the 2018 fiscal year, Lancaster supervi-
sors approved a $30.9 million spending 
plan and a 5-cent tax rate increase on 
real estate.

On June 29, chairman William Lee 
of District 4 introduced an amended 
budget that eliminated spot salary and 
benefit increases of up to 13%, mostly 
in the emergency management services 
department, and which gave an across-
the-board raise of 3% to all county 
employees. 

Holding all salary increases to 3% 
“…will save about $102,000 in salary 
and benefits,” said county treasurer 
Bonnie Dickson.

Lee’s motion included a clause that 
allows the board to revisit the salary 
issue again in two or three months. The 
motion passed by unanimous vote, 5-0.

District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows 
made the motion for a 5-cent tax rate 
increase, bringing the tax levy to $0.59 
per $100 of assessed real estate value. 
The motion included a provision that 
1-cent of the increase be obligated to 
new schools. 

During a brief discussion, District 5 
supervisor Wally Beauchamp warned 
about depressed real estate prices.

“In the next reassessment, we could 
be down 5% on property values,” he 
said.

According to county administrator 
Frank Pleva, the reassessment will take 
place in 2018.

Bellows’ motion on taxes passed, 4-1. 
Supporting the motion were supervisors 
Ernest Palin of District 2, Beauchamp 
and Lee. Casting the only opposition 
vote was Butch Jenkins of District 1.

Bellows acknowledged the addi-
tional burden to taxpayers but said it 
was in the best interest of the county. 
“This budget is looking toward our 
future,” he said. “It may cost more 
money” but will benefit us in the years 
ahead. Also, he noted elimination of 
the boat tax by supervisors three years 
ago has been effective for the local 
economy by producing jobs and boost-
ing retail sales.

Personal property taxes remain flat at 
$2.04 per $100 of assessed value. The 
county has no tax on boats, farm equip-
ment and animals. 

The newly adopted budget estimates 
expenditures of $30,977,745, and proj-
ects revenue of $30,250,652, a shortfall 
of $727,093. The county will have to 
dip into the fund balance to cover the 
difference.

However, after the meeting, Dick-
son projected a fund balance June 
30, 2017, of about $4,000,000, some 
$500,000 over the previous projections. 
She based her assessment on expected 
underspending by the school district 
and county departments. 

“We have historically underspent 
(the budget) by about $2 million,” said 
Dickson. 

The fund balance on June 30, 2018, 
is now expected to be about $3,473,832, 
added Dickson.

More than 1,000 people gathered for Irvington’s annual 4th of July Hometown Parade on 
Tuesday morning. The heat and humidity didn’t keep the crowd away as the town residents, 
parade participants, and visitors celebrated Independence Day. Decorated bikes and walkers 

move along King Carter Drive (above) to start the parade, which included politicians, classic 
cars, floats, decorated golf carts and equestrians. More parade coverage from Irvington and 
other local communities can be found inside this issue. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Annual parades attract patriotic crowds for Independence Day celebrations

Lancaster County adopts
$30.9 million budget
and 5-cent tax increase

by Audrey Thomasson

Grand opening celebration slated from 9 a.m. to
10 p.m. Saturday at Kilmarnock Town Centre Park

Madison and Lucas Davis of Ottoman joined the morning news team on WTVR Channel 6, making a 
brief appearance on air after taking a tour of the newsroom last week. From left are meteorologist 
Nikki-Dee Ray, Madison Davis, Reba Hollingsworth, Lucas Davis, Rob Cardwell and Kristen Luehrs. 

Davis siblings help deliver TV weather report

Everybody has a story
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

to spend the night before the tour 
so they could arrive at the studio on 
Broad Street by 5:45 a.m. Tuesday.

“But we were so excited we 
couldn’t sleep,” said April. “We got 
there at 5 o’clock. We were a little 
anxious.”

April had contacted Ray, who’s 
made several appearances in the 
Northern Neck, to be part of the local 
Relay for Life fundraiser back in May. 
Ray couldn’t make it but during their 
correspondence April mentioned to 
Ray that her daughter wanted to be a 
meteorologist. 

Ray is the morning and noon mete-
orologist on CBS 6 This Morning, 
Virginia This Morning and the CBS 6 

News at Noon. 
During breaks in the live broadcast 

on June 27, Ray took Madison, Lucas 
and their family on tours of differ-
ent areas of the newsroom. Madison 
and Lucas got to stand in front of the 
“green screen” and point to Ray’s 
weather map. 

“Everyone there was so welcom-
ing,” said April. 

Ray explained to them being a 
morning and noon anchor means early 
to bed and early to rise. She said she 
goes to sleep every day about 5 p.m., 
wakes up about 12:45 a.m. and arrives 
at the studio between 2:30 a.m. and 3 

TOWN CENTRE PARK, continued on page A2

DAVIS SIBLINGS, continued on page A2
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Soul Expressions will perform from from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Half Shell Stage. Photo courtesy 
Sam Hill Entertainment

a.m. for make-up and prep for 
airtime at 4:30 a.m. 

Madison and Lucas were only 
expecting a newsroom tour but 
Ray called the two onto the live 
set with five minutes left in the 
broadcast. 

“We have some amazing guests 
with us, we have Madison and 
brother Lucas,” said Ray on the 
show. 

She asked Madison what she 
wanted to be and her favorite 
subject in school, which is sci-
ence, of course. 

“She’s got it going on,” said 
Ray.

The newscasters also asked 
Lucas what he wanted to be 
when he grew up. He whispered 
“teacher.”

Although the Davises got a 
tour of the newsroom, the Chan-
nel 6 studio was under construc-
tion for a remodel. Ray said 
she’d have the children back for a 
studio tour in August and Madi-
son said she’ll be ready for her 
television appearance the next 
time around. 

The Davises’ on-air appearance 
can be seen on You Tube under 
“future meteorologist Madison 
Davis.”

WTVR Channel 6 meteorologist Nikki-Dee Ray prepares 
to drape Lucas Davis in a green robe to show him how all 
but his head disappears when backdropped by a green 
screen. Lucas’s sister, Madison Davis, watched as only 
her brother’s head appeared on the screen. 

mances on the Half Shell Stage, 
story time plus Grab-n-Go 
Crafts ages 2 to 7 presented by 
Lancaster Community Library 
and Bank of Lancaster.

11 a.m., Children’s theater 
performances on the Half Shell 
Stage directed by Rebecca 
Nunn, storytime plus Grab-n-
Go Crafts, Baby Garten up to 
age 2 presented by Lancaster 
Community Library and Bank 
of Lancaster

11:30 a.m., Etudes Ballet 
Studio performances on the Half 
Shell Stage, storytime plus Grab-
n-Go Crafts ages 2 to 7 presented 
by Lancaster Community Library 

and Bank of Lancaster.
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Music by 

101.7 BAY FM, face painting 
presented by Rappahannock 
Art League Studio Gallery, 
“Big Toys” presented by White 
Stone Church of the Nazarene, 
free snow cones presented by 
Bank of Lancaster (while they 
last), free hot dogs for ages 12 
years and younger by Lancaster 
Lions Club (while they last), 
toys and games presented by 
Town of Kilmarnock, Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, Kilmarnock Police 
Department and Kilmarnock-
Lancaster Rescue Squad and 

Giggles the Clown presented by 
Chesapeake Bank.

Food vendors throughout 
the day, including Byrd’s Sea-
food, J-Dean’s Smokin’ 6 O, 
Car Wash Cafe, Shachah World 
Ministries, Country Cottage, 
Northern Neck Popcorn Bag 
and Smokin’ Logans.

5-9:30 p.m., Adult bever-
ages sold by Lancaster by the 
Bay Chamber of Commerce, 
Good Luck Cellars and Dog & 
Oyster Vineyard. 

6:50 p.m., Ceremonial “First 
Shuck” on the Half Shell Stage.

7-10 p.m., Free concert by 
Soul Expressions.  

Town Centre Park grand opening
continued from page A1

Davis siblings help deliver TV weather
continued from page A1

WHITE STONE—Work crews last week installed rumble 
strips on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge to alert driv-
ers to the temporary traffic signals. 

This safety feature will warn motorists to stay alert and reduce 
their speed as they approach the signals and the work zone at the 
the center span of the bridge.

According to VDOT communication manager Kelly Hannon, 
high visibility signal backplates have also been added to the tem-
porary traffic lights as a safety measure, in light of a series of 
recent accidents leading up to the work zone.

Temporary traffic signals will continue to operate and control 
one-way, alternating traffic through the existing painting project 
work zone until June 2018.

Cleaning and painting the bridge’s center spans will protect its 
structural steel elements and prevent deterioration and corrosion. 
This project will complete a full painting of the Norris Bridge 
spans. Additional spans were cleaned and painted between 2009 
and 2012.

A feature story in the July 
2017 Rivah Visitor’s Guide 
regarding all-you-can-eat sea-
food buffets contained erro-
neous prices for buffets at the 
Pilot House Restaurant in Top-
ping.

The seafood buffet offered 
Friday and Saturday evenings 
is $31.95 and the weekend 
breakfast buffet is $10.

The Rivah Visitor’s Guide is 
published jointly by the Rappa-
hannock Record and Southside 
Sentinel.

Correction:
The Rivah
Visitor’s Guide

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 11, at the LCPS Annex, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

The board is expected to discuss Virginia School Board Asso-
ciation policy updates, an unpaid meal charge policy, and lunch 
price increases. 

The board also will meet in a closed session to discuss a stu-
dent matter and a personnel matter. 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of super-
visors will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, July 13, at the Northumber-
land County Courts Building, 220 Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

Public hearings slated at  7 p.m. will address:

at 418 Jessie duPont Memorial Highway, Burgess.

the use of county owned/managed boat landing facilities.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school board will 
meet Monday, July 10, at the school administration office, 2172 
Northumberland Highway, Lottsburg.

 The public portion of the meeting will begin at 5 p.m. The 
board will meet in closed session at 4 p.m.

The agenda was not available at press time.

WHITE STONE—Town council will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, 
July 6, in the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone.

Town manager Patrick Frere is expected to deliver good news 
regarding funding for phase II of a pubic sewer project. He will 
announce both grant and loan funding amounts for the project, 
said Frere. 

In a related matter, council will discuss the bid for demolition 
of four blighted properties within the housing rehabilitation proj-
ect area and in the downtown commercial area. 

Council also will hear committee reports, along with a financial 
report from Frere and a report from police chief Cliff Dawson.

Rumble strips installed to 
improve safety on Norris Bridge

The Agenda
Local Government News

EMS VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED!

Have some free time? Want to get out of the house? Want to 
give back to your community? The Kilmarnock-Lancaster Co. 
Vol. Rescue Squad is actively recruiting individuals that are 

interested in becoming a volunteer member of our organization. 
Our organization is comprised of dedicated members of the 
community that provide emergency medical services to the 
public. Entry level position would be as an attendant, who 

would assist the EMT in patient care. We also have positions 
available as an Emergency Vehicle Driver or Emergency 
Medical Technician. All training is provided at no cost to 

services 4 times a month as an active member or 2 times a 
month as an associate member. We provide a unique work 

environment that is fun and also exciting. All applicants must 
stop by the squad building at 61 Harris Rd. in Kilmarnock and 

background check to be eligible for membership. Any questions 
please contact JW Luttrell at (804) 436-3490.

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
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KILMARNOCK TOWN CENTRE PARK
Grand Opening July 8

9:00 - Dedication Ceremony at the Pavillion.
9:30 AM Let’s get the party started!   

9:30 - First Splash at Waterworks.
10:00 AM  There will be a-splishin’ and a-splashin’.

10:00 AM - Kid’s Theatre & Dance on the Half Shell Stage.
12:00 PM  For young’uns and the young at heart.

10:00 AM - Story Time, Grab-n-Go Crafts, Face Painting & More.
1:00 PM  Kiddos, join in the fun and games under the tents.

7:00 - Soul Expressions on the Half Shell Stage.
10:00 PM  Rock with this high-energy, 7-piece band! 

9:00 AM - Adult Contemporary Tunes by 101.7 BAY FM.
1:00 PM  Your favorite tunes brought to you courtesy of local radio. 

10:00 AM - Hungry? We’ve Got You Covered.
9:00 PM Savor regional favorites all day long.  

5:00 - Enjoy Adult Beverages in the Beverage Garden. 
9:30 PM  Grab your bestie and toss back a pint or a local vintage.  

150 NORTH MAIN STREET    NO COOLERS ALLOWED 

PARKING
 Shuttle service presented by Bay Transit  

   from Chesapeake Commons Shopping 
   Center to the Park, 8 AM to 11 PM

Municipal lots by the 
   Masonic Hall, Augusta Street

Lancaster Middle School

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please go to kilmarnockva.com 

for a detailed schedule 
of the celebration festivities.  
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Lancaster County Sher-
iff Patrick McCranie this 
week reported misdemeanor 
charges against five individu-
als.

An Aquasco man, 32, was 
charged June 26 with a warrant 
of extraditions.

A New South Road man, 
24, was charged June 29 with 
impersonating a law enforce-
ment officer.

A Rappahannock Landing 
man, 27, was charged June 30 
with using profane or threaten-
ing language over the public 
airway. 

A Devils Bottom Road man, 
34, was charged July 1 with 
contempt of court. 

A Chesapeake Drive man, 
22, was charged July 2 with 
public swearing or intoxica-
tion.
Activity report

June 26: Staff responded to 
the 10400 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a suspicious person, 
to the 3000 block of White 
Chapel Road for a domes-
tic disturbance involving a 
weapon, to Nuttsville Road 
for a two-vehicle traffic crash, 
to the 5100 block of Windmill 
Point Road for a young male on 
a four-wheeler shooting a gun 
and refused to leave the prop-
erty, to the 300 block of Earl 
Drive for an attempted scam, 
to the 200 block of Beach Road 
for a noise violation, and to the 
100 block of Virginia Street for 
a vehicle striking a power pole 
and the driver left the scene.

June 27: Staff responded 
to the 600 block of Rappa-
hannock Drive for a vehicle 
crashing into a commercial 
building, to the 100 block of 
Lancaster Drive for a suspi-
cious person, to the 1400 block 
of Rocky Neck Road for two 
persons on dirt bikes trespass-
ing on posted property, to the 
300 block of Woods Drive for 
a civil issue, and to the 1300 
block of Irvington Road for the 
report of disorderly conduct.

June 28: Staff responded to 
the 300 block of Woods Drive 
for a civil issue involving per-
sonal property, to the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for 
problems with the traffic sig-
nals, to the 7200 block of River 
Road for two missing juveniles 
(found shortly after the report 
at a relative’s home).

June 29: Staff responded 
to the 300 block of Windmill 
Point Road for an assault over a 
civil issue, to the 200 block of 
Beach Road for vandalism of 
a vehicle, with social services 
to the 100 block of Venable 
Drive for abuse/neglect, to the 
300 block of Cow Shed Road 
for a civil issue, to the 100 
block of Washington Street for 
disorderly conduct involving 
alcohol, and to White Chapel 
Road for a juvenile in roadway 
alone.

June 30: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Windmill 
Point Road for a noise vio-
lation from loud music, to 

Courthouse Road for a two-
vehicle traffic crash, to the 100 
block of Windmill Point Road 
for a domestic disturbance, to 
a walk-in complaint of curse 
and abuse that occurred on 
Rappahannock Landing, to the 
100 block of Irvington Road 
to assist emergency medical 
services (EMS) with a subject 
with an altered mental status.

July 1: Staff responded to 
South Main Street to assist 
Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment with shots fired from 
the roadway, to the 200 block 
of Wiggins Avenue to assist 
EMS with a sudden/unat-
tended death, to the 100 block 
of Windmill Point Road for a 
civil complaint, and to the 100 
block of Windmill Point Road 
for the report of curse and 
abuse by a landlord.

July 2: Staff responded to 
the 900 block of Chesapeake 
Drive for a large crowd playing 
loud music, to the 9000 block 
of Mary Ball Road for downed 
tree creating a traffic hazard, 
to Norris Bridge for problems 
with traffic signals, to the 500 
block of Chesapeake Drive 
for vandalism of a vehicle by 
a BB gun, to the 5900 block 
of Windmill Point Road for 
vandalism of property, to the 
15800 Mary Ball Road for the 
report of drug activity, and to 
the 100 block of Harris Road 
for a possible suicidal person.

Staff also conducted 52 traf-
fic stops, issued 31 summonses, 
assisted two motorists, recorded 
a deer strike accident, handled 
a call for traffic control, inves-
tigated four building alarms, 
logged two inmate transports, 
received eight E911 hang-up 
calls and fielded five calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
traffic crashes on Nuttsville 
and Courthouse roads, hazard-
ous waste spills in Westmo-
reland County and on River 
Road, and to downed trees 
on a power line on Mary Ball 
Road. Upper Lancaster VFD 
also responded with White 
Stone VFD and Kilmarnock 
VFD to a woods fire on White 
Pine Drive and a brush fire on 
Greenvale Road.

Kilmarnock VFD responded 
to a fire/smoke alarms on 
Blackstump Road and Boat 
House Cove, a vehicle fire on 
Irvington Road, a brush fire on 
Lumberlost Road, a dumpster 
fire on Club Drive, and with 
White Stone VFD to a pos-
sible electrical fire on Weems 
Road and a fire/smoke alarm 
on Harris Drive.

White Stone VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Rappahannock Drive. 

RICHMOND—Virginia’s 
official and only comprehensive 
report on local and statewide 
crime figures for 2016 is now 
available at vsp.virginia.gov, 
under “Forms & Publications.” 
The detailed document, Crime 
in Virginia, provides precise rates 
and occurrences of crimes com-
mitted in towns, cities and coun-
ties across the Commonwealth. 
The report breaks down criminal 
offenses by the reporting agency 
as well as arrests by jurisdiction.

According to the report:

than a 10% increase in violent 
crime, murder, rape, robbery and 
aggravated assault, compared to 
2015, 10.8%. The FBI’s nation-
wide figures for 2016 are not yet 
available.

homicides increased from 382 
to 480 or an increase of 25.7%. 
Victims and offenders tended to 
be relatively young; 47.5% of 
homicide victims and 63.5% of 
offenders were less than age 30. 
Victims and offenders were most 
likely to be male, 78.3% and 
91.0% respectively.

larceny and motor vehicle theft, 
overall remain mostly unchanged 
from the previous year, -.40%. 
The FBI’s nationwide figures for 
2016 are not yet available.

attempted thefts increased 18.2% 
compared to the previous year. Of 
the 9,719 motor vehicles stolen, 
6,049 or 62.2% were recovered. 
Of all motor vehicles stolen, 
automobiles and trucks had the 
highest frequency of being recov-
ered, 67.8% and 68.0% respec-
tively. Recreational and “other” 
motor vehicles, motorcycles, 
mopeds, snowmobiles, were least 
likely to be recovered 50.8%, 
40.6%. Four out of 10, 41.5%, of 
all motor vehicles were reported 
stolen from the residence/home. 
The reported value of all motor 
vehicles stolen was $89,990,458, 
while the reported value recov-
ered was $53,664,462.

increased overall compared to the 
previous reporting period, 8.7%. 
Marijuana was associated with 
more drug arrests than any other 
drug. Marijuana arrests increased 
10.6% compared to the previous 
reporting period while arrests 
for heroin, “crack” cocaine and 
powder cocaine showed an even 
greater percent increase com-
pared to the previous reporting 
period, 17.1%, 11.1%, 19.4%, 
respectively.

less than 1% compared to 2015, 
.85%.

Virginia State Police posts annual crime analysis report
Local arrests

According to the 2016 Crime in Virginia report com-
piled by the Uniform Crime Reporting Section of the 
Virginia Department of State Police:

Lancaster County Group A arrests totaled 107, 
including kidnapping, 1; sex offenses, forcible, 2; simple 
assault/intimidation, 32; arson, 1; burglary, 3; larceny, 
8; counterfeiting/forgery, 1; fraud, 4; embezzlement, 1; 
vandalism, 7; drug/narcotic offenses, 42; sex offenses, 
non-forcible, 1; and weapon law violations, 4.

Lancaster County Group B arrests totaled 183, 
including bad checks, 2; disorderly conduct, 1; driving 
under the influence, 36; drunkenness, 6; liquor law vio-
lations, 3; trespass of real property, 5; all other except 
traffic, 130.

Northumberland County Group A arrests totaled 
264, including kidnapping, 1; sex offenses, forcible, 5; 
robbery, 5; aggravated assault, 10; simple assault/intimi-
dation, 68; burglary, 13; larceny, 17; motor vehicle theft, 
1; counterfeiting/forgery, 1; fraud, 5; embezzlement, 1; 
vandalism, 6; drug/narcotic offenses, 128; pornography, 
1; weapon law violations, 5.

Northumberland County Group B arrests 
totaled 173, including disorderly conduct, 1; driving 
under the influence, 43; drunkenness, 9; family offenses, 
non-forcible, 1; trespass of real property, 8; all other 
offenses except traffic, 112.

used in 75.6% of homicides and 
57.6% of robberies. Firearms 
were used to a lesser extent in the 
offenses of aggravated assault, 
27.8%, and forcible rape, 2.2%. 

reported in 2016 representing 
an 11.6% decrease compared to 
2015. Over half, 57.6%, were 
racially or ethnically motivated. 
Bias toward sexual orientation 
and religion were next highest, 
9.7%, 16.8%, respectively. The 
remaining 5.8% reported was 
attributed to a bias against a vic-
tim’s physical or mental disabil-
ity. The offense of assault was 
associated with half, 50.4%, of all 
reported bias-motivated crimes, 
while destruction/damage/ van-
dalism of property was associ-
ated with 31.4% of all reported 
bias-motivated crimes.        

 The report employs an Inci-
dent Based Reporting (IBR) 
method for calculating offenses, 
thus allowing for greater accu-
racy, reported public relations 
coordinator Susan Rowland. IBR 
divides crimes into two catego-
ries: Group A for serious offenses 
including violent crimes, murder, 
forcible rape, robbery and aggra-
vated assault, property crimes 
and drug offenses, and Group B 
for what are considered less seri-
ous offenses such as trespassing, 
disorderly conduct, bad checks 

and liquor law violations where 
an arrest has occurred.

For Group A offenses, between 
2015 and 2016, adult arrests 
increased 3.3%. Juvenile arrests 
for Group A offenses also 
increased by a similar amount, 
3.1%. For Group B arrests, there 
was a decrease of 6.3% for adults 
while juvenile Group B arrests 
decreased 11.8%. For both Group 
A and Group B offenses, there 
were a total of 282,422 arrests 
in 2015 compared to 276,144 
arrests in 2016, representing an 
overall decrease of 2.2% arrests 
in Virginia.

Per state mandate, the Depart-
ment of Virginia State Police 
serves as the primary collector 
of crime data from participating 
Virginia state and local police 
departments and sheriffs’ offices. 
The data are collected by the 
Virginia State Police Criminal 
Justice Information Services 
Division via a secured internet 
system. This information is then 
compiled into Crime in Virginia, 
an annual report for use by law 
enforcement, elected officials, 
media and the general public. 

These data become the offi-
cial crime statistics for the Com-
monwealth and are sent to the 
FBI who modifies and incorpo-
rates them in their annual report, 
Crime in the United States.

attempted arsons that were 
reported, half, 50.3%, reported 
the location as “residence/home.”  
Neither time of day or day of the 
week appear to be associated 
with this offense.

Of the 4,796 robberies and 

attempted robberies, one-third, 
31.8%, took place between 8 
p.m. and midnight. Days of the 
week showed little variability in 
terms of the number of robberies 
that took place.

violent crimes, firearms were 

RUCKERSVILLE—The 
summer and early fall are the 
most dangerous times of year on 
the nation’s roads, according to 
an updated Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety (IIHS) analysis.

Fatalities also are higher on 
weekends in the late afternoon 
and evenings, while the Fourth of 
July and New Year’s Day have the 
highest average toll of any single 
date.

The trends reflect the fact that 
Americans drive more during the 
summer months. Weekends and 
certain holidays with increased 
alcohol consumption also see 
spikes in deaths.

To find out when crashes 

are most likely to occur, IIHS 
researchers examined federal 
fatal crash data from 1998 to 
2014. The study confirms many 
of the trends identified in an ear-
lier IIHS analysis during 1986-
2002.

“Roadway deaths have 
declined since our original 
study, but the pattern of deaths is 
unchanged,” said Charles Farmer, 
IIHS vice president of research 
and statistical services. “The risk-
iest times still remain risky.”

Annual traffic deaths fell 
during the new study period, 
with most of the drop occurring 
between 2007 and 2010. The 
number of fatalities averaged 106 

per day during the 17-year period. 
As in the earlier analysis, 

weekends were deadlier than 
weekdays, with an average 
of 139 deaths on Saturdays, 
compared to 89 on Tuesdays. 
The highest number of deaths 
occurred between 3 and 7 p.m. 
and the lowest between 3 and 6 
a.m. July and August were the 
deadliest months, with an aver-
age daily toll of 116. They were 
followed by June, October and 
September.

Pedestrian deaths, which com-
prised 12% of all traffic deaths 
during the study period, were 
generally highest in late Novem-
ber and early December, when 

days are getting shorter. January 
1 was the worst single day for 
pedestrian deaths.

Motorcyclist deaths accounted 
for 10% of fatalities, with July 
4 having the highest number of 
motorcyclist fatalities. The other 
dates in the top 10 also were in 
warm-weather months.

IIHS is an independent, non-
profit scientific and educational 
organization dedicated to reduc-
ing the losses—deaths, injuries 
and property damage—from 
crashes on the nation’s roads. It is 
wholly supported by auto insur-
ers and insurance associations, 
including Virginia Farm Bureau 
Mutual Insurance Co.

Summer driving is some of the deadliest, IIHS reportsSHERIFF’S REPORT

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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There were a variety of automobiles displaying their patriotism in Reedville’s annual Independence Day Parade, held on Saturday, July 1.

Lady Liberty and Uncle Sam, portrayed by Marianne and Gary 
Weeter, ride in the parade on a Farmall Cub tractor. 

The Northumberland County Lions Club shows their support for youth, vision and hearing programs. 

The Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department gives the crowd a shower. 

Grand marshal Linda Hixon 
leads the Reedville parade. 

Several equestrian units participated in the Irvington parade. 
From left, sisters Rylee and Braylin Beauchamp ride a pony 
owned by Whitney Barrack of Alfonso. 

Carol Nelson rides Mr. B along the parade route Tuesday 
morning. 

John Shumadine and family roll down King Carter Drive 
in a decorated Polaris Ranger.

Tides Inn general manager Gordon Slatford hopped 
out of the resort’s bed on wheels float to serve the 
inn’s signature drink, Lancaster Lemonade, to parade 
announcer Ron Mihills. It also happened to be Mihills’ 
birthday. 

The ACCA Temple Shrine Club cars whizzed by the crowd in Irvington.

From left, waving their flags as the parade goes by in Irvington on the Fourth of July, are 
Cadence Rich, Nailah Rich, Christian Rich, Gavin Lee and Naasir Rich. 

From port to starboard, these young sailors with Premier Sailing School convinced the 
crowd they “should be sailing.”

Photos by
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Irvington
celebrates
on July 4

with annual 
hometown 

parade

Photos by
Madison White Franks

Reedville
celebrates
on July 1

with annual 
Independence

Day parade
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THAI POT

804.436.8424

Presented by Chef Hearold

Crab Rangoon

Hand-cut 10 oz. New York Strip 
Served with Butter Garlic  
Medallions

Seared or Broiled

Thai-Infused Green Beans
Spring Rolls
Veggie Tempura

$29.75 per person
and

6:00-9:00 PM

 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Both MaMa and Baby Boy were rescued from abuse and 
starvation by volunteers from the Northern Neck Humane 
Society. MaMa is suffering from numerous blood diseases caused 
by ticks and mosquitos. She had no shelter, food, or water and 
is severely underweight. She was bred, had puppies, but only 
one of the puppies, Baby Boy, was rescued. 

Baby Boy’s pretty little face and body is covered with deep 
wounds from flies, mosquitos and ticks. He’s 8-weeks old and 
weighs 4 pounds. He survived because MaMa did her best to 
save her Baby Boy.

We need, in a special way, to work twice as hard to help people 
understand that animals are fellow creatures that we must 
protect and love as we love ourselves. Both MaMa and Baby 
Boy deserve to know what it feels like to be loved and cared 
for unconditionally. We need your help in bringing MaMa and 
Baby Boy back to good health. Please donate to the Northern 
Neck Humane Society (NNHS) and specify the donation is for 
MaMa and Baby Boy. Without your donations, we would not 
exist to help the animals at our 
our mercy.

Northern Neck  
Humane Society
804-453-3114

CRUELTY TO AN ANIMAL 
IS AS BAD AS CRUELTY  
TO A HUMAN BEING…

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster County Lions Club 
installed officers and direc-
tors for the year beginning 
July 1 during a recent cer-
emony at the Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club. 

Past international direc-
tor Lion Hauser Weiler con-
ducted the ceremony, briefly 
outlining the duties and 
responsibilities of each office 
before swearing in each Lion.

“I want to commend this 
very active Lions Club on 
your achievements during 
the past year, from sight and 
hearing screenings at all Lan-
caster County Schools, to 
three college scholarships, 
Christmas food baskets, 
eyeglass recycling, paying 

Lancaster Lions Club installs new officers

From left are Lion Hauser Weiler, Lion Eileen Tullner, Lion Jim 
Ward and past district governor Lion Pam Kidwell.

for eye and hearing exams, 
glasses and hearing aids for 
the disadvantaged, the Peace 

Poster and all the other things 
you do as Lions for your com-
munity,” said Lion Weiler. 

“I particularly want to con-
gratulate you on completing 
major Lions Centennial Proj-
ect by donating the U.S. flag 
pole for Kilmarnock’s new 
Town Centre Park,” he said,

Lion Jim Ward was sworn 
in as president, Lion Jim 
Schmidt as secretary and 
Lion Fred Pevahouse as trea-
surer. Lions Bill Luke, John 
Tullner and Frank Congel 
were sworn in as, respec-
tively, first, second and third 
vice presidents. Other offi-
cers and directors included 
Lions Pam Kidwell, Bob 
Reed, Dave Farley, Darrel 
Longest, Myra Palin, Mike 
Petty, Dale Griggs, Mike 
Goodman, Nancy Kellum and 
Val Robinson.

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—Judge R. 
Michael McKenney recently pre-
sided over the following cases in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court.

On June 23, a felony case 
against Troy Donovan Bullock 
of Irvington on three charges of 
distribution of a controlled sub-
stance was withdrawn.

On June 30, Allen C. Conaway 
of Wicomico Church pled guilty 
to two amended charges of Class 
1 misdemeanor petit larceny. He 
was sentenced to 12 months with 
6 months suspended, ordered to 
pay $180 restitution, two years 
of probation and banned from 
Dominion Express. Probation 
violation charges will be heard 
August 25.

Brandy Nicole Bartron of 
Newport News had a probation 
violation charge nolle prosequi 
and a second dismissed because 
the notice of service went to the 
wrong address. She was ordered 
to have an interlocking device 
installed on her vehicle.

Keonte Richon Walters of 
Kilmarnock was set for trial on 
September 29 on five charges of 
felony distribution of schedule I/
II drugs.

Maria F. Thompson was set for 
trial August 18 on 9 felonies and 
4 misdemeanors of forgery. She 
was granted a $10,000 unsecured 
bond. 

Patrick Arthur Tuck of Callao 
did not appear on a felony pro-
bation violation. According to 
his attorney, the shelter where he 

Coming Home To Ourselves
a restorative retreat for those who have been touched by cancer

Wednesday, July 19 
 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Bay Center for Spiritual 

Development
 31 Noblett Ln., Kilmarnock

This retreat is supported by 

The Robert B. Lantz Foundation

Coming Home to Ourselves offers a restorative day for anyone who finds 
themselves in the midst of the storm of cancer. This nourishing retreat is a 
salve for soothing the very real physical as well as emotional side effects of 
the cancer journey. Together we will have opportunities to find calmness, 

compassion and clarity on this “detour” that cancer has imposed on our lives. 

“I have found things while I was lost that I might never have discovered if I 
had stayed on the path. I have lived through parts of life that no one in her 

right mind would ever willingly have chosen, finding enough overlooked 
treasure in them to outweigh my projected wages in the life I had planned.” 

-Barbara Brown Taylor

Restorative yoga, meditation, music, massage therapy, a 
delicious and healthy lunch, time for a walk or quiet reflection.

Suggested Donation: $25 
www.baycenterva.com or call Carol Burke at 804-436-3191

Th
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was residing has closed and his 
current location is unknown. The 
case was continued to July 21 to 
give his attorney time to locate 
him.

Ella Louise Hardy of Kilmar-
nock pled guilty to amended 
charges of accommodating a 
drug buy. A pre-sentence investi-
gation was ordered. The case was 
set for October 6.

Gary Riddell Rich of Kilmar-
nock had a charge of felony dis-
tribution of schedule I/II drugs 
nolle prosequi.

Terrence Marcel Clarke of 
Kilmarnock was arraigned on 
charges of distribution of sched-
ule I/II drugs. Trial will be set 
July 28. He was awarded a court 
appointed attorney.

The trial of Kyle Wesley Davis 
of Weems on distribution of con-
trolled substance was continued 
to August 25. Judge McKenney 
rejected a plea deal because a 
pre-trial report showed that Davis 
continued to test positive for 

drugs. Another judge will hear 
the case.

Cintez Carneal Gibson of Lan-
caster was arraigned on felony 
charges of selling schedule I/II 
drugs. Trial was set for August 
25. He was awarded a court 
appointed attorney and released 
on his own recognizance. 

Demar Antonio Davenport of 
Heathsville was set for trial on 
July 7. He is charged with the 
felony of a violent felon having 
a firearm and misdemeanor reck-
less handling of a firearm. 

Marvin Wendell Davenport 
Jr. of Warsaw was set for trial 
on July 7 on a felony charge of a 
violent felon having a firearm and 
misdemeanor reckless handling 
of a firearm.

Shadonta Lateef Beane was 
arraigned on felony charges 
of distribution of schedule I/
II drugs. Trial will be set July 
14. Beane was assigned a court 
appointed attorney.

Fireworks are not the only thing 
that light up the sky on warm eve-
nings. Hot, humid weather often 
presents the ideal conditions for 
the formation of thunderstorms 
to form. 

The National Severe Storms 
Laboratory estimates that 16 mil-
lion thunderstorms occur across 
the globe each year.

Although thunderstorms can 
be exciting to watch from the 
safety of indoors, these storms 
can be strong and dangerous. 
Thunderstorms are often accom-
panied by damaging winds and 
large hail. Thunderstorms can 
move in very quickly and pro-
duce flash flooding conditions. 
The American Red Cross offers 
that every thunderstorm pro-
duces lightning, which kills more 
people each year than tornadoes 
or hurricanes. 

Despite advance warnings, 
people are killed or seriously 
injured by severe thunderstorms 
each year. Respecting the power 
of a thunderstorm can help keep 
people safe.

safety rule. When lightning 
flashes, immediately go indoors 
if you cannot count to 30 before 
hearing a thunder clap. Remain 
indoors for 30 minutes after hear-
ing the last rumble of thunder.

of boats, pools and other bodies 
of water.

-
ment that may be susceptible 
to damage from power surges 
caused by lightning hitting power 
lines.

and extra batteries handy in the 
event of a power outage.

NOAA Weather Radio for emer-
gency updates.

flooding is possible.

fixtures.

severe thunderstorms. Afterward, 
do not drive through standing 
puddles. They may be too deep 
to gauge.

seek shelter if possible. If shelter 
is not available, find a low area 
away from metal areas or tall 
objects that can attract lightning. 
Curl into a ball and make yourself 
as small as possible.

from downed power lines and 
report them immediately.  

Stay safe during 
thunderstorms
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

As a college student I read the novel, Brides-
head Revisited, by Evelyn Waugh. The book 
made a lasting impression on me and later 
when it became the subject of the PBS series, 
I waited anxiously each week for the chapters 
to unfold on the screen. Never before, or most 
likely since, has a novel been presented on 
television with each character speaking every 
word that the author had written. 

The series starred Anthony Andrews and 
Jeremy Irons with dozens of other signifi-
cant actors and actresses playing supporting 
roles. Viewing the production was truly the 
same as reading the book, which I have done 
several times since that initial college expe-
rience.

The story is set in England, along with 
other venues, describing the lives and sur-
roundings of an aristocratic family and those 
with whom they associate. The storyline is 
gripping, causing the reader to rush through 
the pages in eager anticipation of the various 
outcomes.

Recently I received a copy of Selina Hast-
ings’ biography of Waugh, which I have read 
with alacrity, learning not only about the man 
himself, but also about the experiences that 
he transcribed into Brideshead as well as the 
many other books he authored. I have come to 

realize that he put his own life into his fiction, 
with only the names having been changed and 
in some cases not even.

Brideshead is Waugh’s name for the English 
estate where the Flyte family lived in opulent 
grandeur, the head of the family being Lord 
Marchmain, played in the series by Laurence 
Olivier. In the PBS series the location chosen 
for the filming was Castle Howard, the great 
North Yorkshire manor that fit the drama of 
the story perfectly. The characters and the set-
ting merged in complete harmony, making for 
a seamless exposition of the intent of Waugh’s 
novel.

Waugh was an intriguing figure in his own 
right. Apparently he disliked his first name, as 
it can be confusing as to the person’s gender. 
Perhaps he might have been able to share that 
dilemma with Virginia’s own Admiral Rich-
ard Byrd, the polar explorer whose middle 
name also was Evelyn.

Selina Hastings presents a virtual day-
by-day account of the important events in 
Waugh’s life, from his birth in London in 
1903 until his death in his home at Combe 
Florey in the west county of Somerset in 
1967. Her narrative makes one aware that all 
of his life Waugh was the quintessential cur-
mudgeon, whether in dealing with his family, 
his publishers, his military comrades during 
the Second World War, or even people he met 
on the street. 

An Irish friend told me that once when 
riding on a London bus he looked out the 
window and saw someone approach Waugh 
for his autograph, then watched Waugh chase 
the man away with his umbrella.

As a writer, Waugh was prodigious. He 
studied at Oxford, then led a cascading life 
of writing novels, travel books, current affairs 
articles and biographies. He travelled three 
times to Abysinnia, sending back reports on 
the siege undertaken by Mussolini’s Italians 

in 1936. He also went on paid assignment 
to Mexico for another expose on the corrupt 
government there. 

As with many other profound writers 
Waugh was by modern terms an alcoholic, 
frequently getting drunk and needing time to 
himself to allow his creative genius to mani-
fest itself. Often that entailed leaving his wife 
to cope with the care of their large family of 
children. He dutifully wrote her during these 
episodes, but clearly needed distance to pro-
duce. He wrote Brideshead during wartime 
leave from the service, having explained to 
his superior officers that he would be bringing 
forth a work that would give pleasure during 
the difficult time of war. 

Later he wrote a biography of his friend Ronald 
Knox, the first person since Saint Jerome in the 
fourth century singlehandedly to translate the 
entire Bible into one language. Now commonly 
called the Knox Bible, it is a masterwork of 
modern English prose, all the better understood 
in conjunction with reading Waugh’s biography.

From reading Hastings’s biography I have a 
clearer understanding of who Waugh was, a dis-
affection for his abruptness and condescension 
and even greater awe for his literary achieve-
ments. Her 600-odd pages are worth every para-
graph.

He wrote Brideshead during 
wartime leave from the 
service, having explained to 
his superior officers that he 
would be bringing forth a 
work that would give plea-
sure during the difficult time 
of war. 

Focal Point

Mother Nature's fireworks light up the July 1 Northern 
Neck skies.

Photo by Cristian Shirilla

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

Most of us feel that the 
Northern Neck is a special 
place, with its abundant water-
ways offering diverse plea-
sures and natural beauty. It's a 
place for folks who like a less 
stressful life; it is not crowded 
and the cost of living and taxes 
are relatively low.

Many may not realize that 
the Northern Neck is also 
special in another way. Like 
most rural communities, the 
Northern Neck is experienc-
ing healthcare provider issues 
because its hospital is not prof-
itable. The code "green" alarm 
is ringing loudly throughout 
rural health centers all across 
our land.

Our hospital, Bon Sec-
ours Rappahannock General 
Hospital, is having problems 
and losing money. Many 
in our community do not 
have resources or adequate 
incomes to even afford health 
service. Many have no insur-
ance except for the elderly 
with Medicare or Medicaid, 
government insurance that 
scales down cost for provider 
services so that most hospitals 
make less money and doctors 
and nurses work for less.

What needs to be done is to 
bring residents together with 
BSRGH to form an alliance/
partnership to help make our 
healthcare system work for 
everyone—patients as well as 
providers. 

The goal is to deliver top 
notch service at a profit. 
While this effort is under-
taken, we must not panic, we 
must give Bon Secours our 
support. Instead of complaints 
and criticisms, we must roll up 
our collective sleeves and get 
to work to right our hospital 
ship and set a new course for 
a brighter future.

The alternative of standing 
on the sidelines could leave 
us without our most precious 
resource...accessible health 
care. Then what?

Ron Capalaces,
Irvington

Healthcare in
rural America

We were so pleased to see 
in your paper that there was to 
be a flag retirement ceremony 
and burning in Kilmarnock 
on Flag Day. We did donate 
our flags. 

Health problems prevented 
us from attending the cer-
emony but we looked forward 
to it being covered in your 
paper.

We honor all that planned 
and attended the ceremony 
but was very disappointed in 
the picture. It did not show 
any respect for the retired 
flags being burned. Our flags 
deserve more than being pic-
tured as trash.

Leila and Carol Cutchall,
Lancaster 

Where’s the 
respect?

Happy birthday to our sweet 
land of liberty. You declared 
independence from tyranny 
241 years ago. You have been 
through a lot in 241 years: A 
civil war, two world wars and 
numerous foreign interven-
tions; also, a great depression 
and other financial machina-
tions. 

And on this 241st birthday, 
you have apparently arrived 
at a sort of political nirvana. 
The U.S. Senate, the House of 
Representatives and the White 
House all belong to the same 
party. Finally! The real needs 
of the American people can 
be addressed: Health care, tax 
reform, human rights and even 
unifying us behind values we 
have shared since America’s 
birth. 

What? This is not the case? 
Health care is stalled and tax 
reform is a distant agenda on 
a far horizon? America is per-
ceived by some as being unre-
liable, unbelievable and cha-
otic? Why is this happening? It 
is happening because there is a 
petulant, thin-skinned child in 
the Oval Office. A child who 
has known no restraints in his 
life and continues to believe 
no limitations what-so-ever 
apply to him. 

Is there a loyal opposition 
party able to step up and coun-
ter this trend of world-wide 
mistrust? No, unfortunately, 
there is not. That supposed 
loyal opposition party has no 
coherent message or direction.

So America, on your 241st 
birthday you seem to be in a bit 
of a rudderless bind. We know 
that politics and politicians 
are subordinate to what truly 
unites us: The rule of law and 
the common shared decency 
of the American people. Fol-
lowing these two basic tenets, 
America will again become 
a respected, steadying influ-
ence in the world in spite of 
no loyal opposition party and 
in spite of the petulant, thin-
skinned child now occupying 
the oval office.

Jim Eury,
Lottsburg

Happy 241st 
Birthday

The article on Barbara Ever-
ton and Jahlil Nickens is both 
inspiring and hopeful.  

If ever we doubt that one 
person can make a difference, 
this story proves otherwise. 

We can all make a differ-
ence if we can learn to work 
together, trust and believe in 
the goodness of others.

Eve Jordan,
Heathsville

Inspiring news

Has our political discourse 
become toxic enough?

How would it be if we still 
had the Fairness Doctrine? Of 
course you remember it, don’t 
you?

Wikipedia states, “The Fair-
ness Doctrine was a policy of 
the U.S. Federal Communi-
cations Commission (FCC), 
introduced in 1949, that 
required the holders of broad-
cast licenses both to present 
controversial issues of public 
importance and to do so in a 
manner that was—in the Com-
mission's view—honest, equi-
table and balanced…”

This was a FCC rule until 

Is it time to
become civil?

it was deep-sixed during the 
Reagan administration in 1987. 

“…The Fairness Doctrine 
had two basic elements: It 
required broadcasters to devote 
some of their airtime to dis-
cussing controversial matters 
of public interest and to air 
contrasting views regarding 
those matters…"

How would it be if all 
licensed stations had to present 
both sides of political issues in 
an “honest, equitable and bal-
anced” fashion? Would we be 
as polarized as we are today?  

Would a Fairness Doctrine be 
a way to be start civility? Just 
think of it: we could turn on 
stations like Fox and MSNBC 
and get both sides of the story. 
Wow! What a novel idea. 
Maybe we could then come to 
our own conclusions rather than 
just listening to one station and 
getting one party line.

Are we too far over the falls 
to do something like this? Why 
can’t some of our congressio-
nal representatives sponsor a 
bill to get this done?  So, if you 
think this might be a good idea, 
write your congresspersons 
asking them to sponsor such a 
bill? What do ya say let’s go for 
it. Damn the adversity we will 
experience, because hey this is 
for all our good, right?

 Too much Pollyanna? 
Maybe. But, we do need to help 
save our flailing democracy.

James Knupp,
Hartfield

School board votes itself 100% 
salary increase? Why? I thought 
they were volunteers!

EMS wants 8.6% average 
salary increase? County employ-
ees get 3% across the board—no 
“merit” criteria?

School board member says it 
costs more to renovate than build 
new buildings. Multi-million 
dollar building for EMS. Reserve 
fund balance down, population 
down, home values down, taxes 
proposed to increase 5¢ or 9.3%. 
Fiscal responsibility anyone?

Proponents of new schools 
equate physical buildings to qual-
ity of education. Is there some 
study supporting this?

I would think quality of teach-
ers, teaching aids and curriculum 
might be more important. New 
buildings would not by them-
selves increase student popula-
tion. You need new people of 
child-bearing age to settle here. 
That requires new jobs, not higher 
taxes and new school buildings. 

To get new jobs, you need 
broadband/high speed internet. 
I think that will also be required 
for the new technology for the 
schools. We don’t have it.

Let’s put the horse before the 
cart. Let’s invest in technology 
first. That will benefit all county 
residents, students and taxpayers 
alike. And it will make our county 
more attractive to newcomers.

Randy Romaine,
Lancaster

Get priorities
before the cartYOUR LETTERS

It is important for those of 
us who live in a rural area 
to pay close attention to the 
heath care process in Con-
gress. Rural areas will be 
affected more than others as 
they rely on both Medicare 
and Medicaid.

Medicare has been a great 
program for older people. 
Medicaid has been a life-
saver for those in need and 
helps countless people 
through old age or illness. 
If Medicaid is cut back rural 
hospitals and nursing homes 
will suffer greatly as many 
of those people are on Med-
icaid. Hospitals may have to 
close.

Our rural hospital hires 
many local people and pro-
vides excellent careers for 
people who want to stay in 
the area. If we want to make 
this area more prosperous we 
need jobs. We want people to 
buy real estate, raise fami-
lies here and retire here. 
Having a hospital goes right 
along with the need for good 
education for the f inancial 
health of a community.

Everyone should have 
health care and not by 
going to hospital emergency 

Pay attention to
health care debate

rooms, which costs more for 
all of us. Health care should 
not be tied to one job as 
people move around more 
than in the past. We must 
have preexisting conditions 
covered so families will not 
be devastated by an illness. 
We are a rich country and we 
need to get our priorities in 
order.

To make people secure in 
the knowledge that they can 
have good health care under 
all circumstances is to give 
them real freedom; the free-
dom to be more productive 
and more creative.

Let your representatives 
know how you feel about 
health care and what a vital 
necessity it is for all of us.

Mary L. Lay,
Irvington

From the simple pleasures 
department this week, I can’t 
help but elucidate the merits of a 
Bic Cristal Ball Pen.

There was a time I swore by 
Cross Classic Century models. I 
admit, they do have style.

But there’s something about 
watching the ink disappear in 
that clear hexagon Bic casing 
that brings smiles all around.

When was the last time you 
emptied one?

 There is perhaps no greater 
thrill in the news reporting game 
than emptying an ink pen. Even 
with all the digital options today, 
a dependable ink pen is the pre-
ferred note-taking tool. 

Although John Loud, an 
American leather tanner, pat-
ented an early version in 1888, 
it’s no secret the modern ball-
point was invented by a journal-
ist. László Bíró, a Hungarian 
newspaper editor, developed his 
ballpoint pen with help from his 
brother, György, a chemist. They 
filed for a patent in 1938.

In 1945, French entrepreneur 
Marcel Bich and business part-
ner Edouard Buffard founded 
Société PPA (later Société Bic).

Under a license from Bíró, 
Bich launched the Cristal in 
1950, eventually shortened the 
family name to Bic and in 1959 
brought the Cristal to America.

Enough history. The challenge 
is to empty the pen before mis-
placing it, or someone else in the 
newsroom scarfing it up. 

When my job was primarily 
reporting, I leaned towards the 
black ink medium points.

Shifted into the editor’s seat, I 
drifted towards blue ink because 
most of the printed copy coming 
across the desk was in black. 
The blue made my marks easier 
to read for the typesetter and the 
proofreader.

However, now that 99.9% 
of the incoming press releases 
arrive by email, the contrast 
doesn’t drive the ink choice so 
much as eyesight.

With handwriting that’s barely 
legible at best, red ink on a 
yellow legal pad is somewhat 
more discernible. And I still have 
to reach for the magnifying glass 
sometimes to interpret my notes. 

There are members of the 
news team who are better at 
reading my writing than I am. 
Go figure.

As thrilling as it is to empty 
a Bic, I’ve done it less than a 
dozen times that I recall. 

Until a couple of weeks ago, 
it had been years since I felt that 
rush. But I cleared the casing 
right down to the metal.

I’ve tried other makes and 
models, but I always return 
to the Bic Cristal. There’s just 
something about the way it feels 
wedged among the thumb and 
fingers—it’s a natural fit.

And now, I’m closing in on 
emptying another in just a matter 
of weeks. 

Let the ink flow.
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You are a miracle. Your heart. Your mind. Your soul. 

Each part, perfectly, UNIQUELY … you.

Miracles of science. Miracles of skill. And of compassion.  
Some are easy to explain. Some will never be.

But, where hearts and minds are open — and where 
mission and passion are united — miracles can happen. 

Miracles like you.

EVERY SUNDAY, 4-7 P.M.

SUNDAY 
SUPPER
at the Kilmarnock Inn

Do you remember?
This photo shows Miss Brent's Kilmarnock School third-grade class of 1956. From left are 
(front row) Joan George, Judy Nelson, unidentified boy, unidentified girl, Bonnie Cook and 
Delores Whay; (next row) Roberta Gaskins, Molly Noblett, Ann Hubbard, Doris Kimball, Connie 
Jacobsen, Natalie Harvey and Martha Chase; (next row) Jimmy Sparshott, Emerson Gravatt, 
Jimmy Hayden, Bernard Abey, Frank Davis and William Rose; (next row) John Hudnall, Edmond 
Sanders, Charlie Dixon, Steve Bonner, Danny Webb and Steve Brown. "Do you remember?" is 
a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum. Photo submitted by Jeffrey Clark; identification by Ann 
Cheek.
Update:  A reader has identified the lady who appeared with James Wharton in the June 22, 
2017, photo. She is Lynelle Maguire, a trained mezzo-soprano who took lessons from Beverly 
Sills. The photo was taken at the Flannigans’ "tent," the most updated Wharton Grove cottage 
with all natural wood interior. The reader also noted that everyone loved to gather for the 
singalongs that would continue until the early morning hours.

The House Armed Ser-
vices Committee recently 
passed the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) 
for fiscal year 2018.

The bill, one of the few 
passed annually by Con-
gress, includes numerous 
local priorities championed 
by Rep. Rob Wittman.

"The Virginia priorities 
in this bill are critical not 
only to our Commonwealth's 
economy and continued role 
as the national leader in sup-
porting our Armed Forces, 
but in the national secu-
rity of our country as well," 
said Rep. Wittman. "I was 
pleased to be able to advance 
these important provisions 
through the committee and 
look forward to continuing to 
promote them as the NDAA 
process moves forward." 

Local priorities in NDAA 
for fiscal year 2018 include:

Navy’s public shipyards, like 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard, in 
the following areas.

-
ment development plan to 

Rep. Wittman’s priorities included in
National Defense Authorization Act

estimate resources needed, 
workforce hiring targets, 
training necessary and over-
time support.

-
ciencies and development of 
a plan with proposed infra-
structure projects associated 
with returning the Navy to a 
355 ship fleet, specifically as 
it relates to nuclear work.

Chief of Staff of the Air Force 
to ensure that CAOC-X and 
other regional CAOCs (like 
Langley Air Force Base) are 
resourced, manned and fully 
utilized to serve as a train-
ing venue for the planning, 
execution, command and 
control of joint forces taking 
part in major regional joint 
exercises. 

-
ing from the Department 
of Defense on the military 
value of the George P. Cole-
man Memorial Bridge’s 
swingspan, to include a dis-

cussion with local and state 
stakeholders that have finan-
cial responsibility for the 
management of the bridge.

Legislation introduced by 
Rep. Wittman, the Domestic 
Maritime Centers of Excel-
lence Act, was added as an 
amendment to the NDAA. 
The bill advances the capa-
bilities of two-year commu-
nity and technical colleges to 
assist the federal government 
and industry in securing the 
talent pipeline for domes-
tic maritime industry jobs, 
which will mean more ship-
builders and repairmen to 
sustain and expand trade and 
grow the Navy's fleet.

 Now that it has passed the 
Armed Services Committee, 
the NDAA can be brought to 
the House floor for a vote.

YOUR LETTERS

I think it is important to sup-
port the community and I very 
much approve and am in agree-
ment with the ongoing “buy 
local” campaign. 

I think the Kilmarnock Town 
Centre Park will be a great 
addition, a place to get out and 
meet others in the community. 

With so many local musi-
cians appearing at venues like 
Willaby's, Good Luck Cellars, 
Savannah Joe's, KC's and NN 
Burger—can anyone tell me 
why local talent isn't being fea-
tured at the park's grand open-
ing? 

Why are the powers that be 
not buying local? 

Sarah Soderlund,
Kilmarnock

Why not a
local band?

How can Mike Ransome 
represent Northumberland 
County Schools while con-
ducting his personal agen-
das? 

All the while claiming 
in his lawsuit against the 
county, he suffers from emo-
tional distress, headaches, 
anxiety, anguish, stress and 
trauma.

Keep in mind he still col-
lects his $78,000 salary, per-
forms his job duties, which 
include driving children in a 
county car.

It's odd that he is able to 
branch out on his speaking 
and book tour while having 
such terrible maladies.

Toby Tyler,
Remo

Curious

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon

When asked to BYOB (bring your own beverage) to a 
potluck dinner and you bring a full bottle of wine, should 
you leave it when you go home, even though you con-
sumed only a couple of glasses from it?

Potluck Attendee, Irvington

When at a party, pot luck or picnic, where everyone is asked to 
bring their own beverage, etiquette does not require you to leave 
any unused portion of it behind.

In fact, in most cases it is considerate to take the remainder 
away. Disposing of a number of different, partially used bottles 
can present quite a job for your hosts or others who are on clean-
up detail. 

For instance, not everyone appreciates Diet Thunderbird. How-
ever, if you have more than half a bottle of wine left, you could 
certainly not be faulted for asking your hostess if she might enjoy 
having it…sort of a ‘second-hand rose,’ you might say. 

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and space allow. You may contact 
her at youarepolite1@gmail.com and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite . . . 
          . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701

Correction
In a letter appearing in the June 29 Rappahannock Record, the 

writer draws attention to a purported statement attributed to a 
candidate for state legislature nine years ago to make a point.

However, the statement, appearing in quotes, is actually a mis-
quote, and taken out of context implies just the opposite of what 
the candidate, a frequent contributor to “Your Letters,” initially 
intended.

According to the candidate, she said, “We need to fight this 
battle at the ballot box so we don’t have to fight it with the bullet 
box.”—completely advocating against violence. 

Taking a closer look at the letter of June 29, it appears to be 
more of a personal attack on the former candidate. In the future 
please stick to the issues. 

Fireworks on the creek
The public fireworks display over Cockrell’s Creek Sunday 
evening was enjoyed from shore and on the water. The display 
was one of many public and private “blasts” celebrating 
the 241st anniversary of American independence. Local 
observances included annual community parades, concerts, 
and cookouts. Photo by Kent Eanes
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Name:  _________________________________________   Pet’s Name: __________________

Phone: _______________________________   Email:  __________________________________ 
Mail to: Rappahannock Record, PO Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA  22482

To enter:
form below and drop off or mail in. Entries must be submitted/postmarked by Noon July 10. 

To vote: Photos will be published in the July 13 Rappahannock Record. Vote for your favorite 
Voting ends  

5 p.m. July 17. Winners will be announced in the July 20 edition.
Employees, sponsors and their families are not eligible to win.

Sorry, pets only in  

the photos (no humans)!

Submit a photo of your pet and you could win one of six  
$20 gift certificates!

PAPETERIE Mosaic Consignments & Gifts, LLC

2017 Rappahannock Record

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

AUTO, HOME, FLOOD, BOAT, BONDS, 
COMMERCIAL, LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE

ESTABLISHED IN 1959
435-1677 KILMARNOCK

Professional Window Tinting

804-815-0962
Maura Dovel

Neighborhood celebration
The Sandy Point community on the Great Wicomico River 
celebrated the 241st anniversary of American independence 
with an annual neighborhood golf cart parade. 

Bobby Mundy and Evelyn Owen wave the red, white and blue.

RICHMOND—The Ameri-
can Red Cross is facing a critical 
blood shortage and is issuing an 
emergency call for eligible blood 
and platelet donors of all blood 
types.. 

 Blood donations have fallen 
short of expectations for the past 
two months, resulting in about 
61,000 fewer donations than 
needed and causing a significant 
draw down of the Red Cross 
blood supply. The shortfall is the 
equivalent of the Red Cross not 
collecting any blood donations 
for more than four days. 

“It’s crucial that people donate 
now to meet the needs of patients 
every day and to be prepared for 
emergencies that require signifi-
cant volumes of donated blood,” 
said Bernadette Jay, external 
communications manager of the 
Mid-Atlantic and Appalachian 
Blood Services Regions. “Every 
day, blood and platelet donors 
can help save lives, and right now 
these heroes are needed to give as 
soon as possible.” 
How to help

To schedule an appointment 
to donate, use the free Blood 
Donor App, visit redcrossblood.
org or call 1-800-733-2767. The 
Red Cross has added more than 
25,000 additional appointment 
slots at donation centers and 
community blood drives across 
the country over the next few 
weeks to accommodate more 
donors. Donation appointments 
and completion of a RapidPass 
online health history question-
naire are encouraged to help 
reduce the time it takes to donate.
Summer shortage

Blood shortages often worsen 
around Independence Day due 
to many fewer volunteer-hosted 

blood drives at places of work, 
worship or community gather-
ing, and this year is no exception. 
Nearly 700 fewer blood drives are 
scheduled during the Indepen-
dence Day week than the weeks 
before and after the holiday. 

The summer months are among 
the most challenging times of the 
year for blood and platelet dona-
tions as regular donors delay 
giving while they vacation and 
participate in summer activities. 
In a recent survey of Red Cross 
blood donors, more than 73% 
indicated vacation plans this 
summer, many of them occurring 
the weeks before and after Inde-
pendence Day.

New donors and those who 
haven’t given in a while are espe-
cially urged to roll up a sleeve and 
help save lives. Nearly one-third 
fewer new blood donors came out 
to give last summer than during 
the rest of the year due in part 
to schools—where blood drives 
are held and where new donors 
give—being out of session during 
the summer months. 

Every two seconds in the U.S. 
blood and platelets are needed 
to respond to patient emergen-
cies, including accident and 
burn victims, heart surgery and 
organ transplant procedures, and 
patients receiving treatment for 
leukemia, cancer or sickle cell 
disease. The Red Cross must col-
lect nearly 14,000 blood dona-
tions every day for patients at 
approximately 2,600 hospitals 
across the country. 
American Red Cross

The American Red Cross 
shelters, feeds and provides 
emotional support to victims of 
disasters; supplies about 40% of 
the nation’s blood; teaches skills 

that save lives; provides interna-
tional humanitarian aid; and sup-
ports military members and their 
families.

The Red Cross depends on 
volunteers and the generosity of 
the American public to perform 
its mission. Visit redcross.org 
or cruzrojaamericana.org, or on 
Twitter at @RedCross.
Donor opportunities

July 6, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Bon 
Secours Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital, 101 Harris Drive, 
Kilmarnock.

July 11, 1 p.m.-7 p.m., 
Urbanna Baptist, 121 Watling 
Street, Urbanna.

July 18, 1-7 p.m. Middlesex 
County Rescue Squad, 17684 

General Puller Highway, Delta-
ville.

July 18, 1-7 p.m., Tappah-
annock- Essex Volunteer Fire 
Department, 620 Airport Road, 
Tappahannock.

July 20, 1:30-6:30 p.m., 
Warsaw Baptist Church, 226 
Main Street, Warsaw.

Blood shortage prompts emergency call for donations


