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LANCASTER—Supervisors last 
week got an earful from citizens angry 
over a proposed 2018 fiscal year budget 
of $31 million that will result in a $2 mil-
lion shortfall. 

Public hearings took place June 22 on 
the proposed budget and a $0.05 increase 
in the real estate tax levy that will bring 
the tax rate up to $0.59 on every $100 of 
assessed value. 

Supervisors sat silently as citizens 
railed against poor fiscal management, 
unfettered department overspending and 
proposed salary increases of up to 13% 
in the emergency management services 
department (EMS) that will result in fur-
ther reductions in the county’s reserve 
funds, expected to drop from $3.5 mil-
lion to $1.45 million. 

At the same time, the Lancaster 
County Public School District was 
praised for budget cuts to save the county 

from even greater losses.
“You’re projecting a $2 million short-

fall between revenue and expenditures,” 
said Jack Larson, former county finance 
director. He noted the fund balance at 
the end of the 2012 fiscal year was $5.5 
million.

He said supervisors have been draw-
ing down the fund balance since 2013 
and this year ignored the advice of Trea-
surer Bonnie Dickson when she said 
it would take an 8-cent tax increase to 

cover projected expenses. 
“You picked five cents and decided to 

kick that can further down the road. You 
need to cut costs. You’re going to have to 
get brutal and inflict pain,” said Larson.

He praised the schools for being fis-
cally conservative.

“The school budget cut costs and 
thank God they did. I give them credit. 
They have done more with less,” said 
Larson. Without that reduction, the 
county would be in worse shape, he said.

Larson said elimination of the boat 
tax was a half million loss to the county 
and the EMS and sheriff’s departments 
continually go over budget, which he 
suggested is against the law. “You expect 
them to take care of it,” he said. 

Larson warned board members Butch 
Jenkins, District 1, and Wally Beau-
champ, District 5, the way this budget 
will leave the county financially will be 
their legacy and the “other three (super-

When asked about his relation-
ship with Barbara Everton, 

Jahlil Nickens simply says, “She’s 
like a grandmother.”

It’s easier, he said, than explaining 
the bond between the two, forged 
from a friendship that has spanned 
12 years despite gender, age and 
racial differences. 

Nickens, 18, is the first African-
American male valedictorian at 
Lancaster High School. He gradu-
ated two weeks ago with the Class 
of 2017. 

Everton is a retiree living in 
Urbanna. She didn’t reveal her age. 
There’s obviously decades between 
the two, probably close to five.

But even a quick glimpse of the 
two interacting reveals a special 
relationship, one of secrets kept, 
shared experiences and, oh yes, 
love. Everton really is a doting 
grandmother when it comes to 
Nickens. 

The two met when Nickens was 6 
years old and a first-grader at Lan-
caster Primary School. Everton was 
a volunteer with the newly formed 
mentoring program Northern Neck 
Together. 

“A friend of mine knew I’d 
recently retired and knew I wanted 
to do something and I loved kids,” 

IRVINGTON—Celebrate the nation’s birthday July 4 
through Irvington’s signature event—the annual hometown 
parade on Independence Day.

Claim a spot on the parade route along King Carter Drive 
Tuesday morning. At 10 a.m. nearly 100 entries will parade 
eastbound from Crockett’s Landing to Irvington Road.

This year, the town celebrates the patriotism of retired 
U.S. Army Colonel and long-time Irvington resident Robert 
“Bob” Morrison as parade grand marshal. Morrison served 
for over 35 years on the town’s planning commission.

“In the early 1980s, someone called me to edit the com-
prehensive plan,” Morrison said of his introduction to the 
commission. “In those days, it was only a couple of pages long.”

Morrison is a 1950 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. He earned a master’s in elec-
trical engineering from Georgia Tech and used that degree to teach engineering to West Point cadets. 

His combat service includes joining the “Wolfhounds” of the 27th Infantry Regiment, 25th Division in 
the Korean War. He also served as commander of the 2nd Battalion, 19th Artillery, 1st Cavalry Division 
in Vietnam in the late 1960s before joining the office of the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 1969. 

He retired as a colonel after 30 years of service, receiving awards that include the Silver Star, the 
Soldier’s Medal, two Legions of Merit, seven Air Medals, two Meritorious Service Medals, and the 

REEDVILLE—It’s “hometown USA” in Reedville 
with patriotic house decorations and flags flying on Main 
Street.

“This town is where you’ll want to be for an Indepen-
dence Day Celebration the weekend of July 1 and 2, said 
Linda Hixon, parade grand marshal. 

Activities will begin Saturday with the Firecracker 5K 
Fun Walk/Run. Race day registration will start at 6:45 
a.m. at Festival Halle, 177 Main Street, Reedville. The 
race will start at 8 a.m.

Pre-registration is appreciated, but folks can sign up the 
day of the race. The registration fee will include a shirt. To 
pre-register, visit rfmuseum.org, or call 453-6529.

Continuing with the celebration, the women of Beth-
any UMC will hold their annual bake sale beginning at 
9:30 a.m. at the church, 454 Main Street, Reedville. 

Artists will sell their crafts in front of the church parsonage. There will be a craft fair and 
numerous vendors from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Kids will find games and crafts at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, 504 Main Street, Reed-
ville, and in front of the church. Children’s activities from 10 a.m. to noon will include old 
fashioned games, sack races, an egg toss, a kid’s pie eating contest, tattoos and face painting, 
miniature boat building and a light-house hands-craft. The kids’ activities are free. 

Hot dogs and drinks will be available for purchase from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the museum. 

Barbara Everton has mentored Jahlil Nickens (left in both photos) for nearly 12 years. They often met at the Lancaster Community 

Lasting friendship evolves from mentorship

Celebrating 241 years of independence

Robert Morrison

by Audrey Thomasson

Morrison is named grand
marshal of Irvington’s
July 4 ‘hometown parade’

Reedville to host two-day
celebration; Hixon will
lead parade on Saturday

Everybody has a story

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

she said.
The idea of the program was to 

connect an adult mentor with an at-
risk or in-need student. It was not 
a tutoring program. It was “more 
about spending time together” than 

doing schoolwork, said Everton. 
“The idea was to be an adult 

friend,” she said. “One who was 
constantly there as a listener, some-
one outside of the family who could 
spend time with them and encourage 

them.”
The two met weekly on Wednes-

days at LPS, where Nickens said 
there was a closet full of games and 
toys and books to read.

“We played a lot of Chutes and 
Ladders and Candyland and did a lot 
of reading,” he said. 

Unfortunately, for some reason 

(Everton never really knew why), 
the Northern Neck Together pro-
gram disbanded after only a year. 
But she and many of the other 
mentors agreed to continue mentor-
ing their students through middle 
school. 

“I’d pick him up at school [usually 

Citizens are critical of proposed budget
and projected tax increase in Lancaster

by Audrey Thomasson

FRIENDSHIP, continued on page A2

IRVINGTON CELEBRATION, continued on page A2 REEDVILLE CELEBRATION, continued on page A2

BUDGET, continued on page A2
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Water will be available at the 
church and music will bellow 
from the Community Gazebo 
from 1 p.m. to parade time.

Hixon will lead the parade 
beginning at 3 p.m. The 
parade will travel down one 
side of Main Street. When it 
reaches the end of the street, 
it will begin its return back up 
the street on the other side.

Hixon ‘came here’ in 1988 
and has embraced the Reed-
ville life, active in both town 
and church. 

“It’s hard not to when you 
live right on Main Street,” she 
said.

She served on the Reedville 
Fishermen Museum’s board as 
treasurer and helped christen 
the Claud W. Somers. She has 
taught Sunday school, been 
lay leader, is also a past church 
treasurer and now serves on 
the Mission Team, Bell Choir, 
UMW and is finance secretary 
of Bethany UMC. 

Recently retired from Union 
Bank & Trust, Hixon man-
aged the Reedville Branch 

(now closed) and Burgess 
Branch. A new member of 
the Chesapeake Bay Garden 
Club, she will serve as assis-
tant treasurer. 

“It is an honor to be grand 
marshal in this year’s parade,” 
Hixon said.

The Independence Day 
Celebration will continue on 
Sunday. Bethany UMC will 
welcome their new pastor, 
Rev. Derek Tomek, at the 
9:30 a.m. service. At noon, 
the grand opening of Ebb 
Tide Bed & Breakfast will 
take place around the flag 
pole. 

The Reedville Festival Cho-
rale will present a concert of 
patriotic music at 3 p.m. at 
Festival Halle. Light refresh-
ments will be served and con-
tributions of non-perishable 
food for the Northern Neck 
Food Bank or cash donations 
to support renovations at Fes-
tival Halle are requested. 

Fireworks will fill the sky 
above Cockrell’s Creek at 9:15 
p.m. 

IRVINGTON—Retired U.S. 
Marine Corps Col. Harvey 
Curtiss “Barney” Barnum 
will be the honorary guest at 
Irvington’s annual hometown 
parade on July 4. 

In 1962, Barnum was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant in the 
U.S. Marine Corps. He was also 
the fourth Marine to be awarded 
the Medal of Honor for valor in 
Vietnam. He retired from the 
Marine Corps in August 1989. 

As a Marine officer for over 
27 years, Barnum served mul-
tiple tours as an artilleryman 
with both the 2nd and 3rd Marine 
Divisions, including two tours in 
Vietnam. 

He also served as chief of cur-
rent operations at the U.S. Central 
Command where he planned and 
executed the first U.S./Jordanian 
joint exercise as the commander 
of U.S. Forces and also planned 
and executed operation BRIGHT 
STAR twice between four south-
west Asian countries involving 
26,000 personnel. 

Headquarters Marine Corps 
tours included aid to the assistant 
commandment as a captain and 
deputy director of public affairs, 
director of special projects and 
military secretary to the com-
mander as a colonel. 

Barnum now serves on a 
number of corporate and non-
profit boards including Segs-
4Vets and the Marine Corps Law 
Enforcement Foundation. 

Barnum also has been awarded 
the Defense Superior Service 
Medal; Legion of Merit; the 
Bronze Star Medal with Combat 
“V” and gold star in lieu of a 
second award; Purple Heart; 
Meritorious Service Medal; 
Navy Commendation Medal; 
Navy Achievement Medal with 
Combat “V”; Combat Action 
Ribbon; Presidential Unit Cita-
tion; Army Presidential Unit 
Citation; Joint Meritorious Unit 
Award; Navy Unit Citation; two 
awards of the Meritorious Unit 
Citation; the Vietnamese Cross 
of Gallantry (silver); and Depart-
ment of the Navy Distinguished 
Public Service Award.

Barnum and his wife, Martha, 
live in Reston. 

As the Reedville community prepares for thousands of 

Northumberland counties. Photo by Nan Smith

Retired Col. Barnum is 
named honorary guest 
for Irvington parade

Curtiss “Barney” Barnum

Commendation Medal.
In 1980, Morrison and his 

wife, Martha, moved to Irving-
ton where he started a career as a 
commercial contractor, oversee-
ing builds from Tappahannock to 
Gloucester, including Oakwood 
Fitness Center, now the North-
ern Neck Family YMCA Wiley 
Child Development Center in 
Kilmarnock.

When the state mandated the 

visors) will have to live with it.” 
Howard Kyzer, a former 

member of the Economic Devel-
opment Authority, said people in 
Lancaster are trying to make a 
living on only $10 to $15 an hour 
wages. 

“The tax base is not growing, 
Lancaster has the lowest build-
ing permits of the surrounding 
counties, there are under 11,000 
people in the last census, the 
school population is declining. I 
don’t see light industry coming 
in. The hospital would close if 
Bon Secours didn’t dump some 
money into it…We need to say 
‘no,’” he said.

District 4 school board 
member Joan Gravatt said the 
schools need funding to buy land 
for new schools. “We were told 
that after the courthouse was paid 
for, schools were next. Will this 
tax ensure that schools will go 
forward? Do you have a plan for 
the $3 million remaining in the 
Capitol Improvement Budget? 
Where do the children fit in?” 
she asked.

District 5 school board chair-
man Dr. Robert Westbrook also 
asked about the required fund-
ing for new schools. He said 
previously supervisors tasked 
the school board with initiating a 
loan application for new schools 
with the U.S. Agriculture Depart-
ment, “…knowing that we have 
no statutory authority to guaran-
tee the expenses” for that applica-
tion, including purchase of land, 
studies and tests required on the 
land and architects’ design fees 
in order to know what the total 
amount of new schools would 
actually be, he reminded them.

Westbrook questioned whether 
the proposed tax includes setting 

aside one cent for new schools, as 
he requested last April.

“It seems to me that we have a 
choice: We can lament a declin-
ing population, the loss of jobs, 
stagnant home sales and reduced 
hospital services. Then we can 
tell ourselves that we must only 
plan for a future that reflects a 
continued decline. Or we can take 
charge of our destiny and reverse 
these trends. Every study shows 
the number one driver of eco-
nomic prosperity of any commu-
nity is the quality of its schools,” 
continued Dr. Westbrook.

“A sound investment in the 
future is the first step toward 
renewed prosperity,” he said. It 
would result in attracting fami-
lies who buy homes, shop and 
pay taxes, possibly create jobs 
that employ others—with the end 
result being home values increas-
ing and creating more tax rev-
enue, he said. “And the hospital 
will increase its services because 
it will have more people to serve,” 
he said.

Supervisor Beauchamp asked 
Dr. Westbrook how much new 
schools will cost.

Until land is acquired and 
architectural designs completed 
for that land, he could not give 
an accurate number, replied Dr. 
Westbrook.

 “The fund balance is down 
the tank,” said Charlie Costello. 
“One of the hardest things to do 
is a reduction in force. You may 
have to face it or you will leave it 
to someone else.”

He noted some county salaries 
rose 4% to 7% last year. This year, 
the average for EMS personnel is 
8.6% for full-time and over 6% 
for part-time while everyone 
else is getting a 3% increase. 
“Why isn’t it 3% for everyone?” 
Costello asked. 

“You’ve got a tough job to do 
and you’ve got to start doing it 
now,” he said. 

Also, Costello said he is in 
favor of the tax increase. “You’re 
going to have to do it sometime. 
You need it to run this county. I’ll 
pay it gladly. We believe in this 
county, we believe in our schools. 
We have to keep moving forward 
or you’re going backwards.”

Tom Smith said he is alarmed 
to see a $2 million shortfall. 
“I’m concerned we got into this 
position. We’re looking at new 
schools, looking at a new EMS 
building. You’re looking at another 
five cents in taxes,” he said.

Jack Chamberlain said he is 
a 20-year resident of the county. 
“It’s important that the schools 
move ahead because the schools 
are the future of this county,” he 
said.

The EMS building can be built 
for much less, said Chamberlain. 

“Like every other taxpayer, 
I want to pay nothing and get 
everything. But that’s not the 
way it happens. I want some of 
the money to go toward schools. 
We’re on fixed incomes, but we 
will adjust,” he said.

Ace Oestreich complained that 
his income was down 200% since 
moving here in 2000. He said he 
built a new house, but can’t sell 
the old one despite the house 
receiving 40,000 hits online. 

“My income has evaporated 
because of the real estate market. 
I have a 3,000-square-foot house 
I can’t sell. We’re having a tough 
time. I don’t see how we’re going 
to do it,” he said. 

There isn’t a need for new 
schools, said Oestreich. He sug-
gested putting new windows 
in the “elementary” school and 
using the money to bring in good 
teachers.

District 2 school board member 
Kenya Moody asked, “How do 
you get good teachers when you 
don’t have good schools? Tech-
nology is the way the world has 
gone.”

She said the importance of the 
new schools is to educate using 
new technology methods.

“It will cost more money to 
revamp (the old schools) than to 
build new schools,” she added. 
Moody noted that every other 
area school district has built or 
is building new schools. “If you 
don’t have a good school system, 
people won’t come.”

Supervisors will vote to adopt 
a budget and tax rate at tonight’s 
board of supervisors’ meeting, 
beginning at 7 p.m. in the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

development of town compre-
hensive plans, Morrison’s mili-
tary experience made him a good 
choice for maneuvering local 
resistance to increasing govern-
mental regulations. 

He traded patriot duty for civic 
service. He recalled one of the 
changes that had a major impact 
on area development was the 
introduction of engineered septic 
systems.

“It opened the door to people 
building houses on land that 
didn’t perk. It opened the door 
for businesses as well,” said Mor-
rison.

But probably the most influen-
tial change on the town was the 
influx of new residents. With new 
people came new ideas and direc-
tion.

“New people wanted other 
things” than those who had lived in 
Irvington for generations, he said. 
“Thanks to the Village Improve-
ment Association we have a lot of 
directed and concentrated interest 
in the direction of the town.” 

Morrison says the greatest 
achievement of the planning 
commission was being a bridge 
between the old ways and the new. 

In the past, things got done 
“behind the scenes,” he said. He 
feels the commission’s greatest 
accomplishment during his tenure 
was writing new ordinances that 
helped move the town into the 
21st century “…while preserving 
the water-based economy, envi-
ronment and way of life.” 

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

on Wednesdays] and he was 
starving of course, so we’d get 
a snack and go to the library,” 
said Everton.

They continued to meet 
weekly at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library and go on 
little field trips, sometimes 
taking a friend or two of 
Nickens. They went to see 
the Harlem Globetrotters, to 
the petting zoo at River Birch 
Nursery in Middlesex, spent 
an afternoon at the beach 
in Mathews County, visited 
Water Country in Williams-
burg and the Science Museum 
of Virginia in Richmond. And 
those were just the trips that 
quickly came to their minds. 

“I’ve been lucky,” said 
Nickens. “[What we have] 
it’s a special thing. A lot of 
people don’t have this type 
of relationship. I tell people 
she’s like a grandmother, 
or an aunt. She’s a family 
member. She’s helped me 
through a lot. There were a lot 
of hard years.”

“Cars are a great place to 
talk,” said Everton. “We did 
a lot of talking there. Worked 
through a lot of things.”

Although Nickens became 
involved in sports in high 
school, playing basketball, 
football and running track, 
he and Everton continued to 
meet. 

“It was too hard to do it 
all the time, but we made an 
effort to still get together,” he 
said. “We’d meet for a burger 
once or twice a month.”

Nickens also attended the 
Chesapeake Bay Governor’s 
School, which helped him 
to graduate with a 4.6 GPA 
at the top of his class. He’s 
headed to Virginia Common-
wealth University this fall 
where he plans to major in 
computer science at VCU’s 
school of engineering. 

“I knew he was bright right 

away,” said Everton. Although 
the initial mentoring pro-
gram wasn’t about tutoring 
or schoolwork, the two would 
usually complete a page or two 
of Nickens’ homework during 
their afternoon sessions. 

“He’s a math whiz,” she 
said. “He ended up teaching 
me math.”

Nickens became a climber 
with the Jacob’s Ladder 
enrichment program for 
intellectually-gifted, at-risk 
students when he was in 
fourth grade. Every summer 
for four years he attended the 
Summer Enrichment Camp. 
It was during that time that an 
anonymous donor offered to 
pay Nickens’ tuition at Chesa-
peake Academy in Irvington.

He said he was getting 
into a little trouble at school, 
nothing serious, but enough 
his family wanted to send 
him to the private school. So 
he reluctantly accepted and 
attended Chesapeake from 
fifth through eighth grade. 

“The whole experience 

really helped me but it was 
like a culture shock at first,” 
he said. “I really didn’t start 
making friends until I started 
playing basketball. I kept to 
myself the whole first year.”

Nickens was a minority at 
the school and most of the 
other students were “used to 
having things” he didn’t. 

“It was hard at first, but I 
made friends and now a lot 
of them go to Lancaster,” he 
said. 

The assignments and work 
requirements at Chesapeake 
also helped him to prepare 
for the Governor’s School, he 
said. 

“It’s hard for me to write 
papers, so all the papers they 
made me write at Chesapeake 
really helped,” he said. 

Everton was with him 
through all those adjustment 
periods. She was one of his 
constants. 

“She’s really someone I 
can talk to without making 
judgments,” he said. “I can be 
myself with her. Just be me.”

Budget and taxes
continued from page A1

Reedville celebration
continued from page A1

Irvington celebration
continued from page A1

Friendship evolves from mentorship
continued from page A1



A3

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Visit Bethlehem, Pa
The Christmas City

PACKAGE INCLUDES:

CALL TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS!

Featuring Radio City Music Hall’s
“Christmas Spectacular” in New York City

4 DAYS ~ 3 Nights
November 28 ~ December 1, 2017

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Metal Art and Home Accents

Open Weekends
Call for Hours

15170 Northumberland Hwy (Rt 360) 

HEATHSVILLE—During a work ses-
sion on June 15, the Northumberland 
board of supervisors adopted the county’s 
fiscal year 2017-18 budget, 4-1. Effective 
July 1, the budget is $38,899,007 which 
reflects a $0.02 increase in the current real 
estate rate. 

The real estate tax rate will now be $0.56 
cents per $100 of assessed value. Other 
tax rates to support the 2017-18 budget 
will include personal property, $3.60 at 
40% of assessed value; machinery and 
tools, $3.60 at a 25% assessment ratio of 
original cost the first year and $3.60 at a 
10% original cost the second year; and 
merchants capital, $1 at 50% of assessed 
value of original cost. 

Projected revenues total $38,899,007, 
an increase from $36,708,417 in the cur-
rent year. The beginning fund balance is 
listed at $6,300,000, an increase from 
$5,145,748. 

Projected revenue sources include 
$19,090,376 in property taxes based 
on the new tax rate, an increase from 
$18,383,251; $3,052,563 in other local 
sources, an increase from $2,915,527; and 
$10,556,068 in state and federal sources, 
an increase from $10,263,891. 

Estimated expenditures include:
-

ment administration, an increase from 
$1,644,229; 

an increase from $834,924; 

increase from $4,266,143; 

decrease from $1,548,416; 

increase from $2,519,913; 

from $17,427,523; 

culture, the same amount as the previous 
budget; 

-
ment, a decrease from $381,808; and

spending, an increase from $2,458,753. 
County administrator Luttrell Tadlock 

reported District 1 supervisor Joseph 
Self moved to adopt the budget and Dis-
trict 3 supervisor Jim Long seconded the 
motion.

 The motion was supported by District 
2 supervisor Richard Haynie and Dis-
trict 5 supervisor Ronnie Jett. District 4 
supervisor Tommy Tomlin did not sup-
port the motion due to the way the county 

approaches its long term debt through 
lease financing and not a general obliga-
tion bond. Tomlin also indicated a 2-cent 
real estate tax increase is not needed 
because the county’s reserve is large 
enough. 

His objections stem from several years 
ago. Tomlin stated in 2000: “Northumber-
land County has incurred over $5.6 mil-
lion in three long-term public debt plans 
without voter approval. The various finan-
cial plans are $1.7 million for the Courts 
Building by lease/purchase, $400,000 
plus the VRS school related debt by gen-
eral obligation refunding bonds, and $3.5 
million by seller financing/agreement for 
the purchase of jail space at the Northern 
Neck Regional Jail.” 

“I am philosophically opposed to incur-
ring long term public debt without voter 
approval and I have voted against all three 
plans. However, I can no longer just vote 
against the plans and then vote to approve 
the county budget, which appropriates 
money to pay for these plans, without 
being a hypocrite. Therefore, as long as 
I remain a member of this board, I will 
vote against all county budgets that con-
tain appropriations for long term debt that 
have not been approved by the voters,” he 
said. 

-
nie this week reported charges against five indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Joshua T. Williams, 20, of Mathews was 
charged June 20 with the felonies of grand larceny 
and credit card forgery.

Javonte L. Smith, 22, of Christ Church Road 
was charged June 21 with the felony of receiving 
stolen goods. 

Cintez C. Gibson, 31, of Merry Point Road 
was charged June 21 with felony distribution of a 
controlled substance, failing to appear on a misde-
meanor charge and contempt of court. 

Terrence M. Clarke, 23, of Newport News was 
charged June 22 with felony distribution of a con-
trolled substance-schedule I-II. 
Misdemeanor

A Bruington man, 32, was charged June 25 with 
driving under the influence of intoxicants, reckless 
driving and unlawful vehicle attachment.
Activity report

June 19: Staff responded to the 100 block of 
School Street to assist the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) with a possible fight in prog-
ress, to the 700 block of Paynes Creek Road to 
investigate the larceny of fishing equipment, lawn 
mower and tools, to the 300 block of Bald Eagle 
Drive for the unsafe use of a firearm, and to the 
100 block of Burkes Lane for a disabled sailboat.

June 20: Staff responded to the 100 block of 
Fairway Drive for a noise violation/complain, to 
Nugent Lane for a suspicious vehicle, to Mary 
Ball Road between Lancaster and Lively for a two-
vehicle traffic crash, to the 1000 block of Buzzards 
Neck Road to investigate a reported suicide, to 
Old Fairground Way to assist KPD with a subject 
panhandling and drunk in public, to the 300 block 
of North Main Street for two juveniles riding bikes 
in and out of traffic, and to Mary Ball Road near 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for a tree 
down in the highway.

June 21: Staff responded to Lively Oaks for 
a foot pursuit of a wanted person, and to the 100 
block of Windmill Point Road for the report of 
a missing child (child was found shortly after 
report).

June 22: Staff responded to Mary Ball and 
Chases roads for a domestic disturbance, to Irving-
ton and Old Salem roads for a minor traffic crash 
with a road sign, to Towles Point Road for two 
juveniles riding bikes creating a traffic hazard, to 
the 2000 block of Merry Point Road for larceny of 
a .380 caliber Hi Point handgun, to the 100 block 
of Binnacle Lane for burglary in progress, and to 
the 300 block of North Main Street to assist KPD 
with several juveniles fighting.

June 23: Staff responded to Lara Road for a 
downed tree blocking both lanes, to the 900 block 
of Chesapeake Drive for a fight in progress, to the 
100 block of School Street to assist KPD with sub-
jects beating on the walls of a residence, to the 700 
block of Millenbeck Road for disorderly conduct 
and domestic assault, to Old Salem and Irvington 
roads for a two-vehicle traffic crash, and to the 
8200 block of Mary Ball Road to assist emergency 
medical services (EMS).

June 24: Staff responded to the 200 block of 
Youcomico Drive for trespassers, to Little Bay 
Road for a traffic hazard from downed trees, to the 
100 block of Sandlin Drive for suspicious persons, 
to the 100 block of Sandlin Drive for threats to 
harm another with a firearm, to Norris Bridge for 
debris in the highway causing a traffic hazard, to 
the 2500 block of Morattico Road for vandalism 
of a vehicle, to the 1800 block of Davis Mill Road 
for juvenile misbehavior, to Goodluck Road for 

three juveniles on bikes causing a traffic hazard, 
to Merry Point Road for a fight in progress and 
to Norris Bridge for a reckless motorcycle driver.

June 25: Staff responded to Shore Drive for 
loud music, to Shore Drive for a four-vehicle traf-
fic crash (one of the vehicles reported stolen), to 
the 2000 block of Morattico Road for a domestic 
disturbance, to the 100 block of Oak Leaf Drive 
for a domestic disturbance involving threats to 
harm, to the 300 block of Pinkardsville Road for 
a domestic disturbance and assault, to the 100 
block of Windjammer Lane for a theft of cash by 
an intoxicated male, to the 1300 Irvington Road 
for disorderly conduct, to the 100 block of Mil-
lenbeck Road for a burglary in progress, and to 
the 16500 block of Mary Ball Road for suspi-
cious activity.

Staff also conducted 24 traffic stops, issued 14 
summonses, assisted seven motorists, recorded 
two deer strike accidents, handled a call for traf-
fic control, investigated seven building alarms, 
logged two inmate transports, received an E911 
hang-up call and fielded seven calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to traffic crashes on Mary Ball 
Road and Shore Drive, and with the Kilmarnock 
VFD to a structure fire on Richtown Road.

Kilmarnock VFD also responded to a fire/
smoke alarm on School Street.

The White Stone VFD responded to two sepa-
rate fire/smoke alarms on Cardinal Lane and 
downed trees on Irvington and Little Bay roads. 
White Stone VFD also established a landing zone 
for emergency medical services on Beach Road.

 this week reported charges 
against nine individuals.
Felonies

Orin Purshawn Lee, 28, of Reedville was 
charged June 21 with failing to stop after receiv-
ing a signal from law enforcement, buying/receiv-
ing stolen goods and driving suspended. He also 
was charged with driving a motorcycle without a 
license and reckless driving.

Aaron Leon Darby, 29, of Warsaw was charged 
June 22 on a direct indictment from the Multi-
jurisdictional Grand Jury for one count of sell/
distribute imitation substance, schedule II drug. 
He also was charged with two counts of sell/distri-
bution of a controlled substance, schedule II drug, 
namely cocaine.

Kimberly N. Morris, 25, of Reedville was 
charged June 22 with obtaining drugs by forgery 
or altering a prescription. The Virginia State Police 
made the arrest.

William Anthony Thompson, 34, of Wicomico 
Church was charged June 23 with sell/distribution 
of a controlled substance, namely a schedule I or 
II drug, sell/distribution of marijuana and driving 
suspended. Thompson was arrested by the Vir-
ginia State Police.
Misdemeanors

A Kinsale woman, 33, was charged June 15 on a 
summons for parking in a disabled parking space. 
This was a Northumberland County summons 
served by Westmoreland County Sheriff’s Office.

A Callao man, 67, was charged June 22 with 
possession of marijuana, first offense.

A Callao woman, 59, was charged June 22 with 
possession of marijuana, first offense.

A Heathsville man, 26, was charged June 24 
with driving under the influence of alcohol and 
reckless driving.

A Callao woman, 39, was charged June 26 with 
being drunk in public.

HEATHSVILLE—The board 
of directors of the Northumber-
land Association for Progressive 
Stewardship (NAPS) recently 
opened nominations for its Dis-
tinguished Citizen Award.

Members, friends and inter-
ested citizens are urged to submit 
names of people, organizations or 

businesses to the board, reported 
NAPS president Mike Ahart. 

The award honors an individ-
ual, team, organization, or busi-
ness that advances NAPS’ goals. 
These goals include improving 
the water quality of the Chesa-
peake Bay and its tributaries, fos-
tering and preserving the county’s 

rural atmosphere, promoting and 
monitoring land use policies, 
encouraging economic growth 
to promote jobs and cooperating 
with others through educational 
programs that target these goals.

“We need to receive detailed 
descriptions of how the nomi-
nee’s activities support one or 

Northumberland supervisors raise taxes
2 cents to cover $38.89 million budget

by Madison White Franks

Nominations open for NAPS Distinguished Citizen Award

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

more of the NAPS goals,” said 
Ahart.

 The deadline for nominations 
is July 14. Send related informa-
tion to NAPS at P.O. Box 567, 
Heathsville, VA 22473; or stew-
ardship@napsva.org; or visit 
napsva.org.

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors will vote 
tonight, June 29, on a proposed 
fiscal year 2017-18 budget of 
$31 million and a proposed tax 
rate increase of $0.05, taking 
the real estate tax to $0.59 on 
every $100 of assessed value. 

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. in the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

A public hearing also will be 
held on request from William 
G. Lackert Jr. to place a single-
wide manufactured home on 
a 4-acre parcel at Regina and 
Crawfords Corner roads.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Record office will be closed Friday
The Rappahannock Record 

office at 27 North Main Street 
in Kilmarnock will be closed 
Friday, June 30, in observance 
of the Independence Day holi-
day. 

The office will reopen at 

9 a.m. Monday, July 3, and 
remain open on Tuesday, July 4.

Regular deadlines will 
remain in effect: Display adver-
tising, Monday, 5 p.m.; classi-
fied advertising and news, Tues-
day, noon.
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River Cruises

Fireworks Cruises
Call for details

Daily Sunset Cruises
(including Tangier)

7 Days a Week
Departing Ingram Bay Marina

For reservations

captbillyscharters.com

4th of July 
Hometown Parade

IRVINGTON
Tuesday, July 4th   10 a.m.

For more information or to enter this event please call the

FEATURING
 The Mayor of Irvington and Town Officials,  

Kilmarnock & District Bagpipe Band, Children on Bicycles, 
Antique Cars, Shriner Cars & Decorated Golf Carts

 

RICHMOND—The Lan-
caster County Chapter 1406, 
United Daughters of the Con-
federacy (UDC), on June 21 
held their last meeting before the 
summer break at the Museum of 
the Confederacy in Richmond.

“We planned this road trip as 
a special event and fun excur-
sion with some surprises for our 
members,” said chapter presi-
dent Susan Hudson. 

The group was provided a 
special tour of the Confederate 
White House and enjoyed learn-
ing the house’s history as well as 
events that led up to its beautiful 
restoration. Surprisingly it has 
been furnished with a lot of the 
original pieces from when Presi-
dent Jeff Davis and his family 
lived in the home, said Hudson.

Museum tour guide, Tally 
Botzer, provided wonderful 
insights into the social and polit-
ical life of the family and added 
details on a lot of the pieces 
found in each room. 

After the house tour, museum 
curator Robert Hancock pro-
vided a private tour of the vault 
and showcased various artifacts 
including everything from sad-
dles, uniforms, swords and guns 
to dolls, china and fabrics.

However the most remarkable 
artifact was in plain view as soon 
as the ladies stepped off the ele-
vator into the vault area. Want-
ing it to be a surprise, Hudson 
had not shared she had success-
fully located two flags represent-
ing units Northern Neck men 
would have joined.

Over the last six months, she 
had called multiple members to 
jog their memories about these 
flags and had reached out to vari-
ous societies across Virginia that 
would have archived such trea-
sures. It was a happy day when 
the call came from the American 

organization are historical, edu-
cational, benevolent, memo-
rial and patriotic. Membership 
is open to women ages 16 and 
older who have a Confederate 
ancestor that served honorably 
in the Army, Navy or Civil Ser-
vice of the Confederate States 
of America or provided material 
aid to the cause. 

If lineage cannot be estab-
lished, there is still an oppor-
tunity to join the Chapter and 
participate in the activities as an 
associate member. Call, Hudson 
at 453-9156.

Photo by Dick Fickling

UDC chapter meeting is full of surprises

Photo by 
Dick Fickling

Photo by 
Dick Fickling

Civil War Museum that they 
did indeed have them, recalled 
Hudson, who decided to keep 
it a secret until the group’s June 
trip to the museum.

“When the group stepped off 
that elevator, it took a moment 
to realize that we were actually 
gazing at a Confederate flag 
from right here in the Northern 
Neck,” she said. 

The Co D 9th Virginia Cav-
alry flag had been given to the 
Museum in the 1930s and had 
been beautifully and profession-
ally conserved. Additionally, 
Hancock shared that a second 
flag with ties to the Northern 
Neck, the Co H 40th Virginia 
Infantry flag was also in their 

collection; however, it was on 
display at the museum’s Trede-
gar location. 

A wonderful lunch was 
brought in from Applespice 
Junction and enjoyed before 
starting a short business meet-
ing. 
Chapter awards

The highlight of the meet-
ing was the presentation of 
three surprise awards for indi-
vidual outstanding contribu-
tions. Members Jude Degen and 
Jo Ann Fickling each received 
the Winnie Davis Award which 
includes a medal and certificate.

The Winnie Davis Award is 
bestowed to members who have 
exhibited extraordinary sup-
port to the UDC. Degen was 
recognized for her leadership in 
researching Confederate veter-
ans whose names deserved to be 
listed at the Lancaster County 
Confederate monument. This 
resulted in an additional 110 
names being added to the base 
of the monument in 2016.

Additionally Degen, led the 
way for the initial push on the 
current project to compile a list 
of all that returned home after 
the War Between the States with 
ties to Northumberland County.
In this project, her research 
validated almost 300 names of 
Confederate veterans to be rec-
ognized.

Fickling was bestowed the 
Winnie Davis Award based on 
her long standing and tireless 
work at the chapter, division 
and general levels. Under her 
leadership, the chapter initiated 
and completed the professional 
restoration of both Confeder-
ate monuments in the North-
ern Neck where she worked to 
ensure the project was success-
ful.

At the division and general 
level, Fickling has and continues 
to support numerous initiatives 
involving the educational and 
patriotic objects of the organiza-
tion.  Additionally, Fickling was 
presented a supplemental certifi-
cate based on the service record 
of another of her Confederate 
ancestors, Pvt. Alpheus Huff, Co 
D 23 Regiment, Virginia Cav-
alry.

The third individual recogni-
tion went to Richard Fickling. 
He was granted an Honorary 
Associate Membership into 
Lancaster County Chapter 1406 
based on his unwavering support 
to the chapter as well as all levels 
of the UDC organization.

He has become the ‘unofficial 
photographer’ at most events and 
the ladies can always depend on 
his support, sometimes working 
‘behind the scene’ to make every 
event a success. In addition to 
the certificate, he received a 
Lancaster County chapter pin.

The objectives of the UDC 

AC Davis is 95 and still gardening. She recently entered the 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club’s Flower Show, Festivities of the 
Northern Neck.

Her beautiful horticulture was well received, reported public-
ity chairman Karen Luzuriaga. She still shares her gardening 
expertise with club members and her community. 

“Although hindered by breaking her hip on New Year’s Day, 
you can still find her bending over and pulling weeds,” said 
Luzuriaga. “She maintains a beautiful garden by the bay.”

She has been a member of the club for 20 years. Davis and 
her husband, Charles, joined the club together after retiring here 
from Richmond.

Still gardening at 95

IRVINGTON  
FARMERS 
MARKET

This Saturday
9:00am-1:00pm

Sponsored by the
Irvington Village Improvement Association
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There are no big mergers at Chesapeake Bank, no takeovers. We are still rooted right here in the Northern 

Neck, supporting local businesses and nonprofit organizations, just like we have done for 117 years. Sure, 

we’ll keep adding new services and products. But one thing that will never change: our commitment to our 

customers and the communities we serve. It’s easy to switch. Migrate to your nearest Northern Neck 

Chesapeake Bank branch or visit us online at chesbank.com and let’s get started. 

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula, Williamsburg and Richmond  800-434-1181                                                                chesbank.com  Member FDIC

MIGRATE HERE.
For real community banking 

EVERY SUNDAY, 4-7 P.M.

SUNDAY 
SUPPER
at the Kilmarnock Inn

IRVINGTON—The Steam-
boat Era Museum recently 
announced the public phase 
of the Pilot the Potomac 
Home campaign with a 
dollar-for-dollar $50,000 
grant from the Mary Morton 
Parsons Foundation in Rich-
mond.

Every dollar raised after 
mid-May will be matched up 
to $50,000, reported SEM 
director Barbara Brecher. 
This grant is one more step 
in the process of restoring 
and placing the Steamboat 
Potomac’s pilothouse, the 
largest remaining portion of 
a Chesapeake Bay steamboat, 
in the museum.

The pilothouse, which 
includes the wheelhouse, 
captain’s cabin and crew 
quarters is being restored 
by local shipwright John 

Morganthaler. In 2015, the 
pilothouse was named one 
of Virginia’s Top Ten Endan-
gered Artifacts. 

This project is not just 
about an important artifact, 
said Brecher. When placed 
in the museum, along with 
new exhibits, it will enhance 
the understanding of the 
Chesapeake Bay’s cultural 
and economic history and 
will provide stimulating and 
innovative educational expe-
riences for all visitors. The 
addition of the pilothouse 
will position the museum as 
the nation’s leading institu-
tion on the steamboat era in 
the Chesapeake Bay.

 For the past few months 
the board of directors has 
been raising funds to restore 
the largest remaining portion 
of a Chesapeake Bay steam-

boat, she said. The museum 
has received a $100,000 
grant from the Nettie Lokey 
Wiley and Charles L. Wiley 
Foundation and generous 
donations from members of 
the community. The goal of 
the campaign is $350,000, 
which includes the restora-
tion of the pilothouse and 
the redesign of the museum’s 
interior structure and exhib-
its. To date $140,000 has 
been raised. This does not 
include the challenge grant.

To donate to this project, 
visit SteamboatEraMuseum.
org and click on donate at 
the top of the page, call 438-
6888, or visit the museum 
at 156 King Carter Drive in 
Irvington.

Museum hours are 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays.

RICHMOND—The Com-
monwealth Transportation Board 
(CTB) recently approved the 
latest Six-Year Improvement 
Program (SYIP) for the Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) and the Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT).

The SYIP allocates $18.6 bil-
lion to transportation projects 
over the next six fiscal years 
beginning July 1, 2017. Projects 
include highway, road, bridge, 
rail, transit, bicycle/pedestrian 
paths and other transportation 
improvements across the state.

The SYIP provides funding to 
more than 3,600 transportation 
projects to improve the state’s 
infrastructure. This SYIP is the 
second program to include proj-
ects funded through the new 
funding structure provided by the 
governor and General Assembly 
in 2015, including Smart Scale 
distributed High Priority Projects 
and District Grant programs and 
State of Good Repair.

The 2018-23 SYIP projects 
$15.2 billion for highway con-
struction including $1.1 billion, 
State of Good Repair; $2.1 bil-
lion, Smart Scale; $0.7 billion, 
legacy programs; $3.4 billion, 
specialized programs; $1.2 bil-
lion, revenue sharing; $1.6 bil-
lion, maintenance; $0.1 billion, 
research and planning; $3.9 
billion, public-private partner-
ships; and $1.1 billion, local and 
regional funding.

The program also projects $3.4 
billion for rail and public transpor-
tation including $817 million, rail 
initiatives; and $2.6 billion, public 
transportation, including $168 
million in Smart Scale funds.

The VDOT annual budget for 
fiscal year 2018 is $5.4 billion, 
representing a 1% increase over 
the 2017 budget. The increase 
from the previous year is due to 
a large increase in project par-
ticipation contributions from the 
regional entities and localities, 
offsetting a significant reduction 
in state revenue and lower use 
of bond proceeds, reported Mar-
shall M. Herman.

 Without the increased project 
contributions, the 2018 budget 
would have been $315 million 
less, or a 4% reduction from the 
2017 Budget. The annual budget 
is based on the most recent offi-
cial state revenue forecast from 
December 2016 and estimated 
federal funding.

Funds that will be provided for 
highway maintenance and opera-
tions represent 35% of the total 
budget, followed by nearly 31% 
for highway construction.

Smaller portions of the budget 
are directed to address the needs 
and requirements of debt service, 
support to other agencies, tolls, 
administration and other pro-
grams.

By category, the budget proj-
ects $356 million for debt ser-
vice; $2.13 billion, road mainte-
nance and operations (includes 
city and county street payments); 
$548.6 million, support to other 
agencies, tolls, administration 
and other programs; $1.87 bil-
lion, construction; and $492.5 
million, funding dedicated to 
Northern Virginia and Hamp-
ton Roads Regions for local and 
regional transportation projects.

The DRPT annual budget for 
fiscal year 2018 is $689 million. 
The overwhelming majority of 
these funds are directed to a vari-
ety of grant recipients, including: 
public transportation providers, 
local and regional government 
entities, freight railroads and 
Amtrak, reported Kelsey Webb.

 Over 50% of these funds are 
dedicated to capital improvement 
projects. The annual budget is 
based on the most recent offi-
cial state revenue forecast from 
December 2016 and estimated 
federal funding.

By category, the budget proj-
ects $429 million for public 
transportation programs; $207.3 
million, passenger and freight 
rail programs; $1.6 million, rail 
industrial access programs; $7.8 
million, rail preservation pro-
grams; $8.7 million, commuter 
assistance programs; $13.9 mil-
lion, agency operating budget; 
$4.3 million, planning, regulation 
and safety programs; and $16.4 
million, human service transpor-
tation programs.

directors and community members.

Museum launches public
phase of pilothouse restoration 
campaign with matching grant

Commonwealth 
Transportation 
Board approves 
six-year plan



CommunityForum June 29, 2017
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A6

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This year I have abandoned traditional 
gardening, a practice I had followed 

since the age of 9, in favor of containers 
and raised beds, or I should say, raised bed, 
as I only have one. Last summer I attended 
a program offered by the Northern Neck 
Master Gardeners at the Lancaster Commu-
nity Library. Bonnie Schaschek was one of 
the presenters and I was taken completely 
by her explanation of square-foot gardening.

Earlier this year Bonnie reappeared as 
one of the mentors of the Master Garden-
ing class that I took and was the host for the 
pruning workshop in her own garden. There 
I beheld the theory that she has been putting 
into practice, leading me to conclude that I 
should not continue as I had been. Granted 
as a novice my efforts are a mere fraction of 
Bonnie’s, but I am off to a good beginning.

Each year my first plantings are always 
spring onions and this season they have 
been the best ever. The containers are easy 
to keep weeded and watered, with every 
drop of water going to the bulbs, rather than 
running off down the garden slope. We have 

been eating easy-care onions for over three 
months and as I staggered the plantings, 
they should continue even through the hot 
weather by being kept watered.

Mary and Ted Barna kindly gave us a few 
of the shoots from their raspberry plants 
and they are the focal pieces of the raised 
bed. This week we began eating their pro-
duce, granted a trickle at present, but again, 
the weeding takes virtually no time and the 
plants flourish in the selected rich soil.

Over the years I have amassed a collection 

of clay strawberry pots with the holes up and 
down the sides. This year I have put them to 
use for green beans. (At my age I still think 
of them as “string” beans.) Caring for them 
is literally a “snap” and production is excel-
lent. Years ago Mary Margaret Clegg, also 
known as M2, introduced me to the variety 
known as Contender and I have continued 
with it thereafter. When viewed from across 
the yard, the bean plants emanating from the 
multitude of holes in the pot, make for a sur-
realist painting.

Five years ago I wrote of ordering two 
Atlantic Queen pear trees from the Henry 
Leuthardt Nursery in New York. One died 
the first year, but the other thrived and this 
year for the first time, burst into bloom, but 
set no fruit. A month ago I noticed what I 
thought to be the first sign of fire blight and 
sadly I was correct. 

The tree has grown to beautiful propor-
tions and I mourn at losing it, but we have 
no choice but to remove it, burning the 
branches and trunk and disinfecting the 
tools with which we take it down. I have 

resolved not to buy pear trees again, relying 
on the grocery store instead. 

My “garden” gives the appearance of 
being a hodgepodge with all sorts of con-
tainers and the raised bed made of cedar 
logs from a tree the Elder B. E. cut down 
and sliced into rails. I have utilized every 
square foot, indeed every square inch, to 
good results. In late winter I vowed that we 
should be able to have some vegetable or 
fruit on the table for dinner each day from 
March forward. Thus far, we have succeeded 
in that pursuit.

I have not neglected the flowering com-
ponent of the garden and presently am host-
ing hordes of Monarchs and other species of 
butterflies as well as honeybees galore. The 
colorful flowers draw the pollinators’ atten-
tion and they come, visiting the vegetables 
and fruits while here. 

For the moment I doubt I ever shall return 
to the way I formerly gardened. I have 
become a devotee of the new age, confirmed 
at dinner each evening by the newly adopted 
methods.

In late winter I vowed that 
we should be able to have 
some vegetable or fruit on 
the table for dinner each day 
from March forward. Thus 
far, we have succeeded in 
that pursuit.

Focal Point

Willow Walker admires a pair of patriotic Watermen's Boots.

Photo by Lucy Walker

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Several recent studies by 
state and federal authorities 
have shined a bright light on 
the threat to the water supply 
of eastern Virginia. The resi-
dents of the region obtain water 
almost entirely from natural 
underground reservoirs called 
aquifers. 

Although a minor amount of 
water is pumped from the shal-
low, water-table aquifer and 
from two thin artesian aquifers, 
more than three-quarters of the 
estimated 85-90 million gallons 
of water withdrawn every day 

 Groundwater supply in peril
from the aquifer system of the 
Virginia coastal plain come out 
of the deep, artesian Potomac 
aquifer. The future of this 
resource depends on our ability 
to ensure the sustainability of 
the supply and protect it from 
contamination.

A report by Virginia’s Joint 
Legislative Audit and Review 
Commission states that “at least 
during the next few years, supply 
and demand will be approxi-
mately the same. Beyond the 
next few years, though, sustain-
ability is tenuous and can easily 

be tipped out of balance. Poten-
tial growth in . . .withdrawals can 
easily push demand in excess of 
supply” and lead to unsustain-
ability of use. “In the future, 
this unsustainable use will also 
potentially hinder economic 
development.” The Commission 
recommended several actions to 
mitigate the threat.

The serious threat to the 
water supply is aquifer over-
draft caused by groundwater 
withdrawals in Tidewater Vir-
ginia, not fracking or pump-
ing in Maryland. A new EPA 

report demonstrates the risk of 
fracking operations to drink-
ing water supplies is extremely 
small. Furthermore, research by 
geologists of the U.S. Geologic 
Survey demonstrates clearly 
that groundwater flow across the 
northern portion of the Virginia 
coastal plain is predominantly 
from north to the south, away 
from Maryland. Groundwater 
pumping in Maryland has no 
significant effect on the water 
supply of the Northern Neck.

Frank W. Fletcher
Reedville

YOUR LETTERS

Two weeks ago Monday, 
Democratic Bernie Sanders 
volunteer (who visited Sand-
ers office) James Hodgkinson, 
armed with guns and hundreds 
of rounds of ammo, a list of six 
Republican congressmen, sur-
veillance photos of the crime 
scene and a social media history 
of rabid hatred toward conserva-
tives, attempted the mass murder 
of those same congressmen 
practicing for a charity baseball 
game in Alexandria after inquir-
ing if they were the Republicans 
or Democrats.

Unloading an estimated 60 
rounds at the unarmed congress-
men, Hodgkinson critically 
wounded Majority Whip Con-
gressman Scalise in addition to 
four others, including the Capi-
tol Hill Police officer that suc-
ceeded in killing Hodgkinson.

Had it not been for the pres-
ence of Scalise, there would 
have been no armed security for 
these men. According to attend-
ing Congressman Rand Paul, it 
would have been an unmitigated 
slaughter.

This unprecedented assassina-
tion attempt would have looped 
on the news 24/7 for weeks if it 
had been a Republican trying to 
assassinate a field full of Demo-
crats, but after 36 hours had 
expired, the mainstream media 
has been completely silent on 
the event.

 Further, the FBI has ‘con-
cluded’ the following: They 
can find no motive. They don’t 
believe it was premeditated or 
planned, called it “spontaneous.” 
They cannot determine if anyone 
was targeted.

Additionally, social media 
was full of comments and rants 
wishing Hodgkinson had suc-
ceeded in killing Scalise and the 
others.

This followed Kathy Grif-
fin, a CNN guest host, staging a 
photo op of her holding a replica 
of a bloody beheaded Donald 
Trump.

Further, the New York Shake-
speare in the Park production of 
Julius Caesar being portrayed 
as President Trump who gets 
slaughtered by knife wielding 
assassins.

This is the new normal in 
America. If you happen to dis-
agree with the “tolerant” Left, 
you deserve to die. No wonder 
they love Islam.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Too quick to forget

Both sides are not responsible 
for the political hate, chaos, riots 
and killings happening in this 
country. The sole responsibil-
ity belongs to the largest “hate 
group” in America—the Demo-
crats, the “regressives,” Resist, 
Indivisibles, Antifa, et al. Demo-
crats seem to be always mad and 
feeling victimized. Democrat 
leaders are engaged in spewing 
viscous, dangerous, incendi-
ary, anti-government lies and 
personal assassinations. Pelosi, 
Maxine Waters, Schumer, Tim 
Kaine, Bernie Sanders, Eliza-
beth Warren, Clinton, Moore 
and the list goes on. They are 
praised, supported and mag-
nified by leftist corporations 
of NBC, ABC, CBS, CNN, 
MSNBC, New York Times, 
Time Magazine, Washington 
Post and such leftist personali-
ties as; Ashley Judd, Madonna, 
Colbert, Maddow, Bill Maher, 
Matthews, Brzezinski and Scar-
borough.

Their venomous, insidious 
and dangerous lies include such 
statements as: “Republicans 
are scum bags and deplorable,” 
“The Republican health care bill 
will kill hundreds of thousands 
of people,” “Trump is deranged, 
dangerous and the worst Presi-
dent ever,” Republicans want 
the elderly to eat dog food,” 
“Trump’s pulling out of the Paris 
fraudulent climate accords will 
cause hundreds of thousands 
of deaths and loss of countless 
coastal cities,” “Republicans 
are for dirty water and dirty 
air,” "Republicans want to push 
grandma over the cliff.” Con-
sider “comedian” Griffin's hold-
ing up the faux severed head of 
President Trump and the Central 
Park actors stabbing to death the 
image of President Trump! What 
in world is going on here?

You’ve heard these and hun-
dreds more just as vicious, 
false and horrifying. What do 
you think the constant media 
and Democrat elected officials 
public drumbeat of this venom 
does to the minds of the normal 
angry “victimized” Democrat 
base?

I challenge anyone to find just 
one statement with such hate, 
deceit and divisiveness, uttered 
by a Republican leader, Tea 
Party member, or Constitutional 
conservative. 

F. C. Dugan III,
Hague 

Tone it down
both sides—rubbish!

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
Well, I don’t claim to be a 

vexillologist. I don’t even know a 
vexillologist.

In fact, I never heard tell of a 
vexillologist. I’ve never even run 
into vexillologist, or any variation 
thereof in the crosswords.

Before I get carried away, a 
vexillologist is one who studies 
flags and symbols. Vexillology is 
the scientific study of the history, 
symbolism and usage of flags.

Don’t even pretend you knew 
what a vexillologist is until I told 
you. And don’t ask me to pro-
nounce it.

I’ve got a question that I’d ask a 
good vexillologist. In the absence 
of one, I’ll ask you.

Why red, white and blue? Why 
are the colors of the American 
flag red, white and blue?

The Second Continental Con-
gress on June 14, 1777, adopted 
the Flag Act of 1777, a resolution 
creating an official flag. It stated, 
in part, that America’s flag “…be 
made of thirteen stripes, alternate 
red and white; that the union be 
thirteen stars, white in a blue field, 
representing a new Constellation.”

This we know: The stripes on 
the flag represent the 13 states 
and 13 white stars in a blue field 
represent a new constellation, 
their union.

But why red, white and blue?
When the Founding Fathers 

created the Great Seal of the 
U.S.  on June 20, 1782, they 
added a little more context. 
Continental Congress secretary 
Charles Thompson called for a 
seal describing the colors of the 
American Flag: “White signifies 
purity and innocence. Red hardi-
ness and valor, and Blue, the color 
of the chief, signifies vigilance, 
perseverance and justice.”

We can only surmise they used 
the same symbolism for the flag 
five years earlier.

In the absence of any hard evi-
dence, several theories have been 
tossed around over the years.

Some say red, white and blue 
were chosen because:

that were in the first flag of the 
colonies.

the Union Jack, the flag of the 
Mother Country, Great Britain.

white for purity and innocence, 
and the blue for bravery.

white for land that was crossed, 
and blue for the oceans crossed, 
too.

of Budweiser and Pabst Blue 
Ribbon beers, but that raises the 
whole chicken and the egg debate 
and we don’t need to go there.

easily mass produced based on 
the textile technology of the day.

-
ington’s favorite colors.

eyes crying in the rain.

green, yellow and black.
The underlying question of 

course is why not red, white and 
blue? Ask a vexillologist.
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You are a miracle. Your heart. Your mind. Your soul. 

Each part, perfectly, UNIQUELY … you.

Miracles of science. Miracles of skill. And of compassion.  
Some are easy to explain. Some will never be.

But, where hearts and minds are open — and where 
mission and passion are united — miracles can happen. 

Miracles like you.

Do you remember?
This circa 1920s photo, possibly taken at the Old Kilmarnock Fair Grounds, shows 
a girls foot race. The fair grounds were in the vicinity of the Kilmarnock Walmart 
Supercenter, reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. "Do you 
remember?" is a public service of the museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the June 30, 

1927, issue of the Rappahan-
nock Record)

MERRY POINT
L. B., the small son of Mr. and 

Mrs. L. B. Pruett, had the mis-
fortune to fall from a wagon one 
day last week and broke his arm.

Mrs. Carroll Dunaway and 
children, Mrs. Robert Parrish 
and son, and Miss Sissie Slater 
have returned to Baltimore, after 
visiting relatives here for the past 
week.

Mrs. Mary Ficklin of Otto-

man recently visited Mrs. A. R. 
Chilton.

Mrs. J. H. Marshall has 
returned to her home in Norfolk, 
after being the guest of her sister, 
Mrs. W. F. Dunaway for several 
weeks.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Pruett 
and daughter, Mrs. J. W. Davis, 
and Miss Dolly Davis all of 
Richmond, motored down Sat-
urday to visit Mr. and Mrs. J. 
B. Pitts. Mr. Pruett and Mrs. 
Davis returned Monday while 
Mrs. Pruett and Miss Davis will 
remain for some time, visiting 
relatives and friends.

Mrs. I. V. Farley and children, 
Jackson, Clarence and Marion 
motored to Richmond Friday to 
spend the weekend with rela-
tives.

Misses Virginia and Marion 
Dunaway of Baltimore motored 
to Richmond are spending the 
summer with their aunt, Mrs. 
Latane Currie.

LOCAL MENTION
Mrs. Carroll Gresham enter-

tained Mr. and Mrs. Ed Blake-
more at supper on Sunday last.

Dr. H. H. Keeck, Mrs. Lottie 
Elberts and children motored 
from Baltimore where they are 
spending some time with friends 
and relatives. Dr. Keeck returned 
to his home in Baltimore on June 
24.

A. A. Cralle and family spent 
the week-end with his mother, 
Mrs. J. B. Cralle.

Mrs. R. V. Owens is visit-
ing Mrs. Carroll McKenney at 
Brookvale.

Childrens' Day exercises will 
be held Sunday night at the Bap-

tist Church and the public is cor-
dially invited.

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Gresham 
and Miss Frances after a delight-
ful visit to relatives in Baltimore 
and Philadelphia returned home 
Wednesday.

R. W. Chilton has had his boat 
painted etc., getting ready for the 
summer cruising.

Quite a crowd attended ser-
vices at Christ Church Sunday 
and there was a large confirma-
tion class.

We are glad to see our street 
lights repaired.

Little Marion Lee Owens is 
staying with Dr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Lowe.

A delightful meeting of the 
Lancaster U. D. C. was held 
Wednesday at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. D. McGinnes, Ber-
trand.

Miss Edna Cralle Sanders 
spent a week at Owalsh Camp, 
Chesapeake Beach, Va.

Miss Louise Steuart of Otto-
man called on Mrs. L. D. Cot-
tingham Sunday.

Mrs. W. A. Doggett of Weems 
has gone to Norfolk for medical 
treatment.

We are glad that Mrs. E. A. 
Poole of Bertrand is recovering 
from the effects of her recent 
accident.

Miss Emma Sherman is 
attending the summer session at 
John Hopkins, Baltimore.

Miss Annie Blake has returned 
from a week's visit with relatives 
and friends in Richmond.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YOUR LETTERS

If you look at the state of 
our society today—the hate-
ful, sharp divisions, the Presi-
dent signing into law a bill that 
allows mentally ill people to 
buy and own guns, and the lack 
of civil discourse—is anyone 
really surprised about the 
tragic shooting of Congress-
man Stephen Scalise and three 
others?

A recent letter demeaning 
Democrats is an example of 
this vile rhetoric. 

This letter is part of a series 
of diatribes. Nine years ago, 
when running for the state leg-
islature, this person said, “…if 
we cannot get it from the ballot 
box, or the jury box, we will 
get it from the bullet box.” Vir-
ginia has suffered two school 
shootings. Her pronouncement 
forced the Virginia Tech and 
law school families to publicly 
call for her defeat.

When Supreme Court Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia died, she 
speculated Scalia was assas-
sinated so President Obama 
could appoint his replacement. 
She cited the quick embalming 
as evidence. To embalm, the 
next of kin must be involved in 
the decision. The letter writer 
was implying that Mrs. Scalia 
was involved in the plot to 
assassinate her husband. Just 
how low will this woman go?

Blame it on hatred

500 years ago, in 1517, on 
October 31, the day before All 
Saints Day, also known as All 
Hallows Eve, now “Hallow-
een,” an obscure Augustinian 
monk and university professor 
named Martin Luther (1483-
1546) nailed 95 statements to 
the door of the Castle Church 
in Wittenberg, Germany. Most 
historians use this date as the 
beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation.

Luther wanted to debate a 
single theological issue with 
his peers. Little did he realize 
that this document would flash 

500th anniversary
of the Reformation

At the recent fiscal 2017-
18 budget hearing, one of the 
speakers mentioned we have a 
technology gap in the county.

The Wall Street Journal 

Investment
for the future

on June 15 headlined "Rural 
America Is Stranded in the 
Dial-Up Age, High costs and 
lack of access to broadband 
service prevent residents of 
far-flung communities from 
joining the modern economy."

Schools are important to 
our local economy, but equally 
important is broadband ser-
vice. Most of Lancaster 
County lacks the 25MB/sec 
download speed needed to use 
the modern internet, stream 
movies and conduct business.

Both individuals and small 
businesses are not going to 
relocate here if we lack the 
tools needed for today's tech-
nical infrastructure. Property 
values will decline if broad-
band is not available.

The incumbent providers in 
Lancaster County, primarily 
Verizon and Metrocast, have 
had decades to build out infra-
structure and failed to service 
much of the county. A pure "for 
profit" business model will not 
result in broadband access for 
most of our county. Wireless 
technology can fill some of the 
gaps, but is not a reliable sub-
stitute for a modern fiber optic-
based system.

Virginia is one of 21 states 
that has passed laws to dis-
courage or prevent government 
entities or public/private part-
nerships from filling the gaps.

Instead of investing $3 mil-
lion in an emergency opera-
tions center I urge our citizens 
and supervisors to think of 
creative ways to jump start a 
broadband fiber optic network 
for the entire county.

Underground fiber costs 
about $25,000 per mile to 
install—$3 million would pay 
for 120 miles of fiber—now 
that would be an investment in 
our future.

Joe Urban,
Lancaster

across the medieval world and 
spark dynamics that would 
have drastic effects, not only on 
future religious thinking, but 
also on understanding the con-
cepts of the value of the indi-
vidual, governmental responsi-
bilities, personal liberty, equal-
ity, education, economics and 
self-determination—to name 
but a few—that still echo down 
to our day.

Dr. Luther was a professor 
of theology at the University 
of Wittenberg and also a town 
pastor. His concerns grew out 
of the study of scripture and 
his desire to return the church’s 
primary focus back to pro-
claiming Jesus as the Savior 
and calling people to faith in 
Him. Eventually, under the 
banner of “Scripture Alone, 
Grace Alone, Faith Alone,” the 
flame of reform spread. In the 
following centuries, Reforma-
tion principles spread around 
the world.

The 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation is being cel-
ebrated during 2017 by Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church-
LCMS, Callao, with special 
programs, events and activi-
ties. The celebration theme is 
“It’s Still All About Jesus!”

You and your family are 
invited to join in these events 
as they are announced and cel-
ebrate our shared, special Ref-
ormation heritage. Welcome.

Mike Ramming, chairman, 
Reformation Celebration 

Committee, Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church-LCMS, Callao

She appears to feed on the 
hatred. I doubt she will ever 
say anything good about any 
Democrat, even those who died 
in Afghanistan or Iraq. She has 
lived in her dark, paranoid, 
self-righteous world for so 
long, she would probably melt 
if a ray of sun hit her. 

This country’s epidemic 
of hatred played a role in the 
shooting of Congressman 
Scalise, just as it did with Con-
gresswoman Gabby Giffords. 
The letter writer doesn’t under-
stand their unthinking words 
can entice the mentally ill to 
kill. 

Dr. Frank Kober, 
Heathsville

The Family Foundation Action 
this week announced Del. Mar-
garet Ransone received a 100% 
score on the recently released 
Family Foundation Action Vir-
ginia General Assembly Report 
Card. 

“Del. Ransone has represented 
the values of her district well and 
been a trusted pro-family leader 
during her time as a Virginia del-
egate,” said Victoria Cobb, presi-
dent of The Family Foundation 
Action. “The citizens of the 99th 
District can rest assured that they 
are well represented and have a 
highly respected voice in Delegate 
Ransone. We are grateful for her 
consistent voting record and look 
forward to continuing to work 
with her as a member of the Gen-
eral Assembly.”

Del. Ransone was one of 28 
“100 percenters” in the House and 
13 in the state Senate on this year’s 
report card.

The mission of The Family 
Foundation Action is to protect 
families and promote responsible 
citizenship by giving Virginians 
the tools they need to hold their 
elected officials accountable. The 
Family Foundation Action is not 
a political action committee and 

does not endorse candidates. This 
organization will also be produc-
ing and distributing voter guides 
and other voter education mate-
rials for the statewide and select 
House of Delegates races in the 
fall. 

As with each report card dis-
tributed over the years, hundreds 
of votes taken by the legislature 
during the past two years were 
reviewed. Non-partisan and broad-
based, the report card seeks not to 
benefit one party or one candidate 
over another. 

“This is obviously another 
crucial election year in Virginia,” 
added Cobb. “Our goal is that 
voters use the report card as one 
tool in their effort to become edu-
cated on where candidates for 
office stand on a variety of issues. 
It is our hope that the report card, 
along with voter guides that will 
be distributed in the fall, will moti-
vate citizens to vote and help them 
make informed choices when they 
go to the voting booth.” 

The report card is available 
online at familyfoundation.org/
report-cards. Copies of the report 
card are available by contacting 
The Family Foundation Action at 
343-0010.

Del. Ransone receives
100% on report card

Rep. Rob Wittman and Sen. Roger Wicker recently introduced 
bicameral, bipartisan legislation to make it the policy of the U.S. to 
achieve the Navy’s requirement of 355 ships.

Under the “Securing the Homeland by Increasing our Power on the 
Seas (SHIPS) Act,” the fleet would be comprised of the optimal mix 
of platforms, with funding levels subject to annual appropriations. 
Currently, only 276 ships are in the battle fleet.

“My objective as Seapower chairman in this year's NDAA (National 
Defense Authorization Act) is to send a strong signal that we intend to 
grow our Fleet to 355 ships,” said Rep. Wittman. “I believe industry is 
ready to ramp up production to get us there and Congress must do its 
part and provide the necessary funding for shipbuilding accounts so 
we get on the proper glide path to 355. This bill, which I am pleased 
to have worked on with my counterpart Sen. Wicker, sends that strong 
signal as we head into NDAA mark-up. A fleet of 355 ships will allow 
us to deter our adversaries, support our allies and respond to threats 
and humanitarian challenges around the globe.”

“We need a strong Navy to project American power and secure our 
nation’s interests around the globe,” said Sen. Wicker. “The Navy has 
set a clear requirement for 355 ships—an objective that is achievable 
in the coming years with prudent planning and sufficient resources. 
Building up our fleet is a national project and should be a source of 
national pride. By establishing the 355 ship goal as national policy, the 
‘SHIPS Act’ will keep us focused on this critical endeavor.”

Sen. Wicker and Rep. Wittman chair the Senate and House sub-
committees that oversee the Navy and Marine Corps.

Wittman, Wicker introduce ‘SHIPS Act’
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Joint 
Pain?

Enjoy expert care from 
diagnosis and treatment 

through rehabilitation 
without leaving the 

Middle Peninsula and 
the Northern Neck.

Orthopedics

David J. Muron, M.D.
804-693-0529

Steven J. Hospodar, M.D.
804-693-4645

Now seeing 
patients in  

White Stone
804-435-3133

riversideonline.com/goortho

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital is designated as a 
Blue Distinction Center+ for Knee & Hip Replacement 
by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, an independent 
licensee of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association

Garden club picks up show pointers

Handbook for Flower Shows

Garden of the Month

committee.    

KILMARNOCK—Chesapeake Bay Garden 
Club installed new officers at a June 13 luncheon 
at Indian Creek Country Club near Kilmarnock. 

Barbara Yinger presided over the installation 
of officers, reported publicist Karen Luzuriage. 
The new officers are president Helen Bell, first 
vice president Darlene Nelson, second vice 
president Sandra Ehlert, treasurer Debbie Boze, 
assistant treasurer Linda Hixon, recording secre-
tary Kathie Truxal, assistant recording secretary 
Tricia Mrzyglod and corresponding secretary 
Dee McMurray. Barbara Yinger provided each 
new officer a plant and a humorous anecdote 
about their new role in the club. 

Members received awards for their achieve-
ments at the luncheon as well. Horticulture 
awards were presented to Bell, first; Lorraine Van 
Wickler, second; and Sharon Stieber, third.

Floral design awards were presented to Stieber, 
first; Sharon Lemke, second; and third, Yinger. 

Life memberships were presented to Bell, Veda 
Watts and Carolyn King. Van Wickler earned the 
Frances C. Biddlecomb “Spirit Award” for out-
standing work as chairman of the June 9, Flower 
Show. Boze earned a certificate for bringing in 
the most new members.

Members brought in unconventional floral 
designs for the tables and decorations which 

everyone enjoyed, said Luzuriage. Sue Moore’s 
design in a purse was chosen as the prettiest. 

The most whimsical design was in a pair of 
sneakers which was created by Watts. Susan 
Brandli created a design in a garden hose. 
Shoes, hats, baskets and other containers cre-
ated a fun atmosphere for all to enjoy, she said.

Everyone enjoyed the luncheon and get-
ting together with old and new friends, said 
Luzuriage.

Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!
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on stands and in blue boxes now!
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Places to go and things  

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
All-you-can eat seafood

Dining at Denson’s Grocery
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Garden club installs officers
and presents annual awards

RRecord.com

VIRGINIA BEACH—A record-breaking  44.2 
million Americans will travel 50 miles or more 
away from home over the 4th of July weekend.

With 1.25 million more travelers than last year, 
2017 will be marked as the most traveled Indepen-
dence Day holiday weekend ever. The Common-
wealth will break records as well with 1.2 million 
Virginians traveling for the holiday. This would be 
the highest predicted number in over 16 years, with 
the majority traveling by automobile.    

“Combined strong employment, rising incomes 
and higher consumer confidence bode well for the 
travel industry, this Independence Day weekend,” 
said Georjeane Blumling, vice president of public 
affairs for AAA Tidewater Virginia. “With a his-
toric 44.2 million Americans traveling to celebrate 
our nation’s freedom this year, it adds to an already 
bustling summer travel season.”

The Independence Day holiday travel period is 
defined as Friday, June 30, to Tuesday, July 4.

 By the numbers nationwide:

travel this Independence Day, a 2.9% increase over 
2016.

-
nations, an increase of 2.9% over last year.

Independence Day, increasing air travel by 4.6%.

2016, will look to other modes of transportation, 
including cruises, trains and buses.

 By the numbers for Virginia:

Fourth of July with 1.2 million predicted to travel, a 
3.1% increase over last year. 

-
tions, a 3.2% increase over 2016.

-
monwealth are taking to the skies this Indepen-
dence Day, largest transportation growth with a 
4.5% increase from the year before.

.08% will look to other modes of transportation.

With the national average price for a gallon of gas 
at $2.26 on June 26, prices remain historically low 
for the summer travel season. As of the same date, 
the average price for gas in Virginia was $2.03, 
some 13 cents less than last month and 10 cents less 
than last year.

Travelers can expect lower prices for airfares, 
car rentals and hotels as well. According to AAA’s 
Leisure Travel Index, average airfares for the top 40 
domestic flight routes will be 10% lower this year, 
with an average round trip ticket landing at $186. 
Daily car rental rates will average $65, which is 
14% less than last Independence Day. Hotel costs 
are the same as last year, with the average AAA 
Three Diamond Rated hotel costing $185 per night.

 AAA Tidewater Virginia provides its more than 
330,000 members with travel, insurance, financial 
and automotive-related services. Visit AAA.com.

More Americans will travel this
4th of July weekend than ever 


