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LANCASTER—Lancaster High School seniors will 
look to their future during commencement exercises at 
10 a.m. Saturday, June 17. 

Ninety-six graduates of the Class of 2017 are 
expected to walk across the stage and receive a diploma 
in the high school gymnasium, 8815 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster. 

Senior class valedictorian Jahlil Nickens will give a 

commencement address. Nickens is the son of Tekecia 
and Dwight Nickens Sr., reported senior class spon-
sor Lynn Smith. He plans to attend Virginia Common-
wealth University. 

The salutatorian and senior class president is Wyatt 
McCranie, the son of Patrick and Shauna McCranie. He 
plans to attend Virginia Tech. 

The senior class chose Craig Oren as the faculty 
speaker. Oren teaches physical education at the high 
school and coaches wrestling. Jahlil Nickens Wyatt McCranie

Commencement set Saturday for
96 Lancaster High School graduates

by Madison White Franks

KILMARNOCK—Bon Secours 
Rappahannock General Hospital 
(RGH) is here to stay, according to 
Bon Secours East chief executive offi-
cer Mark Gordon.

“It is a full-fledged hospital, a 
full-functioning hospital that is not 
going to close,” Gordon told some 
300 citizens at a community meeting 
that included hospital employees and 
residents dependent on the hospital’s 
services.

The meeting took place June 6 at 
the Lancaster Middle School. After 
two-and-a-half hours, most citizens 
were left with more questions than 
answers.

“There is absolutely no question in 
my mind that we are getting to having 
the right conversations,” said Gordon 
in his opening statement. “In order for 
us to succeed, we have to collaborate.”

His statements were met with skep-
ticism and distrust after Bon Secours 
(BS) dropped the bombshell last 
month that they were closing down 
RGH’s Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and 
stopping all surgeries after 3 p.m.—
without any prior communication 
with employees or the community.

RGH chief of staff William Stall-
ings, M.D., acknowledged the distrust 
and anxiety of hospital employees. He 
explained that BS is systematically 
investing in the hospital, both in tech-
nology and new services.

“Shrinking is not the right way 
to look at it,” he said of the cuts. 

Hospital in ‘transition’ won’t close
says regional chief executive officer

From left, Bon Secours East chief executive officer Mark Gordon, vice 
president of nursing Ann Gumina and Bon Secours Rappahannock General 
Hospital chief of staff Dr. William Stallings attempt to explain cancelled 
hospital services to citizens and hospital employees.

NHS Class of 
2017 graduates

Northumberland High School 
graduated 108 seniors during 
commencement exercises June 
10. Graduates were greeted with 
hugs congratulating them on their 
accomplishment. Related coverage 
appears on page C5. Photo by Madison 
White Franks

by Audrey Thomasson

“Changes have been going on for 
some time. We have a similar goal—
how to best provide health care ser-
vices for the community.”

Dr. Stallings said health care has 
changed dramatically over the past 
two decades. 

“We have only occasional ICU 
patients, whereas MCV Hospital has 
the specialists who see multiple ICU 
patients every day,” he said.

He indicated RGH had only 69 
after-hours and weekend surgeries 
last year which did not justify con-
tinuing that service. Also, he noted 
surgery has become sub-specialized 

over the last 10 years, making it best 
for patients to be cared for in larger 
facilities that had the advantages of 
specialized physicians and equip-
ment. 

The future of RGH is to provide 
care through hospitalists and nurse 
practitioners. A “progressive care 
unit” will be used to stabilize patients 
waiting for transport to larger metro-
politan hospitals, he said. 

“We’re putting resources into what’s 
best for the community,” he added.
Hospital financials

Gordon disputed RGH’s profitabil-
ity and the Thomas Jefferson Insti-

tute’s report showing nearly $2.2 mil-
lion in profits for 2016 as posted on 
the Virginia Health Information web-
site last December. 

According to Gordon, the hospital 
had losses of $500,000 in 2013, and 
$5.2 million in 2014, prior to BS’s 
take over. 

BS staff distributed a fact sheet 
that claimed a $12 million loss in 
the following eight months, however, 
Gordon reported a loss of $800,000 
for 2015 and another $1.2 million loss 
in 2016.

BS has made significant invest-
ments in “…behind-the-scenes ser-
vices, foundational things,” said 
Gordon. “We’ve made the right 
investments in the foundation years, 
such as electronic records.” 

He claimed substantial investments 
in a sleep lab, medical equipment, 
same-day mammography, electronic 
records systems and an emergency 
generator and chiller that resulted in 
delays in “bricks and mortar” invest-
ments.

For example, Gordon stalled plans 
to rehabilitate the emergency room 
in order to make the foundational 
changes. “It was not in the right 
sequence. We will get around to it,” 
he promised. 
Disputed facts

He addressed BS’s fact sheet about 
what he called “the transition,” deny-
ing that it is headed toward a short 
term hospital. The proposed loss in 
services would not result in layoffs or 
reduced hours for employees, Gordon 

insisted.
Cee Cee Seldon said that was not 

true because she is already dealing 
with fewer hours. “How do we get 40 
hours when you only do two surgeries 
a day? If you finish your work at 10 
o’clock, how do you get your hours?” 
she asked. Between a shortage of sur-
geons and vacationing doctors, she 
doesn’t meet a 40-hour work week. “I 
would like a guarantee that I will get 
all my hours,” she said.

“Can I give you assurances? No,” 
said Gordon. 

“But that’s what this paper says,” 
Seldon said, referring to the hospital 
handout.

“Did we intend to mislead you on 
this? No,” Gordon replied. “I can’t 
give you immediate answers.”

“What’s going to happen to the 
children” now that there is no pedia-
trician? Seldon asked, referring to 
the recent departure of a pediatrician 
who had served the community for 20 
years before the relationship abruptly 
ended.

“I need some answers. I’m afraid 
for myself, I’m afraid for my family, 
I’m afraid for my community,” Seldon 
said.

“If you keep going, we’re not going 
to have a hospital,” said Michelle 
Seldon. “We’ve worked hard to keep 
the doors open.”

Steve Parker asked what the com-
munity could do to bring services 
back. “The hospital is at the heart of 

IRVINGTON—Six citizens spent 
90 minutes during a town council 
hearing last Thursday discussing their 
take on every aspect of Irvington’s 
proposed $191,868 budget for the 
2018 fiscal year and a variety of other 
topics as well.

Issues included a public debate on 
the merits of increasing the time and 
pay for the two town employee posi-
tions. 

The clerk’s position, currently 
unfilled, pays $21,000 annually for 
a 20-hour work week, according to 
member Michael Bombay. Council 
wants to bump it up to 30 hours.

“The position of town clerk should 
be decoupled from the budget and 
financial accounting,” said Klaus 
Schaschek. “That would decrease the 
job hours that would go to an accoun-
tant. You have to get an over-qualified 
clerk to do accounting.”

Irvington budget hearing stretches 90 minutes
by Audrey Thomasson Councilman Wayne Nunnally spoke 

out against a $5,000 expenditure to 
consultants to draft an ordinance on 
planned unit developments.

“I vehemently continue to be 
against that $5,000,” said Nunnally. 
The town attorney says he could write 
the ordinance under his retainer fee, 
he added.

“That’s not completely true,” coun-
cilman Jerry Latell replied. “He said 
he could write it, but that he would 
not be the best one to do it.”

“They’re basically a boiler-plate 
document,” argued Nunnally.

Schaschek suggested they recoup 
the fee when they issue a permit for 
a PUD.

Bonnie Schaschek objected to 
increasing the contribution to the 
Lancaster Community Library from 
$500 to $1,000. “Give the other $500 
to the Steamboat Era Museum,” she 
said. “What tourism benefits does the 
library give us?”

Klaus Schaschek suggested they 
charge the five residents who use the 
library.

The Lancaster by the Bay Chamber 
is in the library and will bring tourists, 
said vice mayor Kathleen Pollard.

Member Mike Merrill noted it was 
a significant jump. “But the library 
made a significant jump.”

There was a long discussion on 
the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation’s progress on repairing and 
replacing town sidewalks. Members 
were questioned on when the town 
would start replacing sections the 
town allowed in the capital improve-
ment budget.

“We will get contractors in and 
hopefully get it done this year,” said 
mayor Rannie Ransome.

Klaus Schaschek questioned the 
$30,000 set aside for the project, 
saying that figure was for all the 
sidewalks, including those replaced 
by VDOT at VDOT’s expense. He 

reminded council to be careful, “…
because now you’re spending every-

HOSPITAL, continued on page A2

IRVINGTON, continued on page A2
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“If you keep going, we’re not going to have a hospital,” said Michelle Seldon. Her mother, Cee 
Cee Seldon, right, said she was worried about the effects of fewer services on her family and 
the community.

WHITE STONE—There 
were no comments from the 
public at a hearing on White 
Stone’s proposed 2017-18 
budget last Thursday. In fact, 
no one from the public attended 
the brief special meeting.

Town council unanimously 
approved the $161,730 budget, 
5-0.

Irving Brittingham made 
the motion to approve the 
budget, which shows a $12,000 
decrease from the 2017 budget. 
A portion of the decrease 
comes from a conservative 
estimate by town manager Pat-
rick Frere for revenue from 
the town’s cigarette tax. He 
decreased expected revenue 
from the tax by $4,000. 

Blair Kenyon seconded the 
motion and voting to approve 
the budget were Brittingham, 
Kenyon, William Hubbard, 
Paul Elbourn and Ran Reeves. 

Drew Hubbard and Kelli Blan-
kenship were absent. 

W. Hubbard made a motion 
to adopt the related budget 
appropriation ordinance and 
Kenyon made the second. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

In new business, Kenyon 
made a motion to allow the 
Bank of Lancaster branch at 
708 Rappahannock Drive to 
add color, along with time, 
tide and temperature informa-
tion to its existing electronic 
sign. Reeves made the second 
and the motion passed unani-
mously. 

Council also voted unani-
mously to have Lampkin Solu-
tions maintain the garden area 
and landscaping at the town 
commons. Brittingham made 
the motion to hire the land-
scaping company and Kenyon 
made the second. 

Council will next meet at 7 
p.m. July 6 at Town Hall, 433 
Rappahannock Drive.

White Stone council
approves $167,730
budget for 2017-18

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

one’s money.”
Members also discussed capital improvement projects and the 

need to open a bank account designated to capital projects.
According to member Fran Westbrook, council did not hold a 

public hearing on the town tax rate of $0.05 per $100 of assessed 
value because the rate will not change.

Members thanked Westbrook and Pollard for picking up all the 
duties of the town clerk until one could be hired.

Council set a vote on the budget for 6:30 p.m., Thursday, June 
22, at town hall, 235 Steamboat Road, Irvington.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors will 
hold public hearings on a proposed fiscal year 2018 budget and 
the tax rate at 7 p.m., Thursday, June 22. The meeting will be 
held at the County Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Supervisors are proposing expenditures of some $31 million, 
an increase of some $209,000 over the current budget. Also pro-
posed is an increase in the real estate tax rate of $0.05, bringing 
the tax levy to $0.59 per $100 of assessed value. 

All other taxes will remain the same, including general per-
sonal property and motor vehicle tax rates at $2.04 per $100 
of assessed value, machinery and tools at $1.52 per $100 of 
assessed value, merchant’s capital at $1.00 per $100 of assessed 
value discounted by 50%, and all other personal property, except 
as exempted, at $1.52 per $100 of assessed value. 

There are no taxes on boats and watercraft, farm equipment, 
farm animals and other farm items.

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town Council will 
meet at 7 p.m. Monday, June 19, at Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

The council will hold a public hearing on the proposed issu-
ance of general obligation bonds in the estimated maximum prin-
cipal amount of $2,000,000. The purpose of the proposed bonds 
is to finance, together with available funds, capital improvements 
to the Town Centre Park and related expenses. 

The council also hold its second reading on the 2017-18 
budget. As proposed, the $4.6 million budget would not require 
a tax rate increase.

The Agenda
Local Government News

our community. What can we 
as a community do to bring 
back those services so that you 
provide what we have become 
accustomed to?”

Gordon answered that data 
shows people go to other hos-
pitals for those services. 

Parker said he waited 13 
hours to be seen in RGH’s 
emergency room (ER). People 
would not use other hospitals 
if services like the ER were 
improved, he said.

Another man questioned 
the statement that demand 
did not exist. “There’s no 
demand?” he asked. “You’re 
turning away an income 
stream. You’re not full service 
if you’re cutting away pieces.”

Bobby Blair said she 
worked in small country 
hospitals for 47 years, some 
without an intensive care 
unit. “An ICU is not a critical 
thing to have as long as you 
have staff who can take care 
of patients,” she said.
 Transporting patients

“Mr. Parker waited 13 
hours because the ER was 
full of people waiting to be 
transferred,” said Lisa Web-
ster. “What are you doing to 
prepare for more transport?”

Dr. Stallings said reducing 
long waits in ER is a high pri-
ority. Other priorities include 
geriatric care and imaging. 
“A nuclear medicine camera 
was installed today,” he said.

Maggie Nickel said the 
hospital is “…sadly lack-
ing in communications.” 
Nickel said she is a full-time 
employee but was unaware of 
some of the hospital’s newer 
services. “You don’t advertise 
what you offer. Start talking 
to the public and employ-
ees…advertise in the news-
paper, on the radio.” 

Paul Rogers rated his care 
at the hospital “…a 12 out of 
10. I’m over 65. Look around 
at the people here. We’re the 
people who are going to need 
the ICU.” 

He calculated it would 
take at least 45 minutes for 
a heart attack victim to get 
to the hospital and receive 
treatment within the “golden 
hour” critical to save vic-
tims.

“Under your system…the 
sum total to be transported 
to Richmond is two and a 
half hours nominal, not to 

Hospital in ‘transition’
continued from page A1

mention transportation costs. 
I don’t see the merits in cut-
ting services or in cutting 
staff.”

Rogers called the service 
cuts a “board room decision” 
rather than one that puts com-
munity needs first. “You do 
away with that ICU and I bet 
in three years you won’t have 
a hospital.”

“I have the feeling your 
minds are already made up” 
about the closure, said one 
citizen. “This is not a meet-
ing, it’s a presentation…” 

“This is a transition,” said 
Gordon. “I intentionally did 
not use the word ‘closed.’”

Phyllis Reynolds said 
words like “transition” are 
going to upset people. She 
criticized the hospital’s 
lack of communication and 
said hospital services have 
declined over 40 years. 
“Transporting patients to 
other hospitals is not cheap 
and is not fully covered by 
insurance.” She said many 
in the community lacked the 
income to pay for transport.

A check of residents who 
recently used ambulance 
transport to a Richmond 
hospital showed costs could 
run from $2,100 by ground 
to upwards of $35,000 by 
air, depending on the medi-
cal professionals needed to 
accompany the patient. Addi-
tionally, insurance may not 
cover all the costs. In fact, 
one company denied a claim 
because the patient wasn’t 
transferred by an approved 
company. 
Employee issues

Several people discussed 
poor employee morale and 
BS’s inability to recruit and 
keep doctors and staff.

“Why didn’t you try to keep 
the good staff we already 

have?” asked Sandy Zeiler. 
She listed a number of profes-
sionals who had left the hospi-
tal, including herself. 

Angela Kelly commented on 
what she called “Bon Secours’ 
attitude. That attitude is what 
we’ve seen from Bon Sec-
ours from the beginning…that 
we’re a sinking ship—that’s 
why employees have left.”

“I thought Bon Secours 
would provide more, not take 
services away,” said Susan 
Kane. “I don’t understand 
why Tappahannock can get 
younger doctors, yet you can’t 
get them down here.”

“I’m disheartened and sad-
dened by your sentiment that 
we don’t want people to stay,” 
Gordon replied. “When some-
one comes here for personal 
purposes…is going to leave 
here in 24 months, we’re not 
interested.” 
Foundation

Paul Groover asked for assur-
ance that money contributed to 
RGH Foundation “stays here.”

Foundation president Jimmie 
Carter said, “Money that comes 
in stays here. It pays for a lot of 
the equipment coming into the 
hospital.” 

In fact, the newly installed 
nuclear medicine imaging 
camera was bought with Foun-
dation money.

Carter promised to start a 
supplemental report on how 
Foundation money is spent. 

Gordon promised to have 
more community meetings, 
including a second meeting 
before the end of the year.

He asked the community 
to call them anytime, but did 
not offer contact numbers. 
Gordon’s office number is 
764-6102. Dr. Stallings can 
be reached at 435-8588 and 
vice president of nursing Ann 
Gumina’s number is 435-8576.

Irvington budget
continued from page A1
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79 South Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22842Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges 
against two individuals.
Felony

Chelsea M. Jarvis, 28, of North was 
charged June 10 felony grand larceny. 
Misdemeanor

Daniel L. Gross Jr., 48, of Bald Eagle 
Road was charged June 10 with assault 
and battery of a family member.
Activity report

June 5: Staff responded to a walk-in 
complaint of threats to do harm to another 
person, to the 100 block of Beach Road for 
an attempted fraud, and to the 200 block of 
Kathy Drive for a suspicious vehicle.

June 6: Staff responded to a walk-in 
report of vandalism of a vehicle on Sand-
lin Drive, to the 5000 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a verbal disagreement, to the 
12900 block of River Road to investigate 
the burglary of a residence, to the 8800 
block of Mary Ball Road for theft of a 
wallet, to a walk-in report of the theft of 
a check from a mailbox on Windmill Point 
Road, and to the 1000 block of Windmill 
Point Road for a single-vehicle traffic 
crash.

June 7: Staff responded to 400 block 
of Gaskins Road for a civil dispute, to 
Old Fairground Way to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department ( KPD) with a fight 
in progress, to the 200 block of Old Fair-
ground Way to assist KPD with a weapon 

being discharged during a dispute, and to 
the 3700 block of Weems Road for the 
report of threats to harm a person.

June 8: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Bel-Mer Way for a domestic dis-
turbance, to the 300 block of Nuttsville 
Road for a subject with mental issues, to 
a walk-in report of credit card theft and 
grand larceny, to the area of Buzzard Neck 
Road for weapons being discharged, to 
the 100 block of Pond Park to investigate 
the theft of two dirt bikes, and to the 100 
block of Greenwood Court for vandalism 
to a residence.

June 9: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Ice House Drive for an intoxi-
cated driver, to Devils Bottom Road for a 
handgun stolen out of a vehicle (handgun 
was recovered by KPD after an alterca-
tion on June 7), to the 300 block of Clark 
Point Drive for a suspicious person, to the 
100 block of Hatton Avenue to assist KPD 
with a domestic disturbance, to Lively for 
a reckless driver (driver was stopped and 
arrested by Virginia State Police).

June 10: Staff responded to the 600 
block of Browns Store Road to assist Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s Office with 
a large fight, to Jessie duPont Highway 
for a reckless driver, to the 100 block of 
Trobrador Lane for the report of a missing 
child (child was later found unharmed), 
to the 5200 block of Mary Ball Road for 
a suspicious person, to the 1100 block of 

Corrotoman Drive for a juvenile riding a 
dirt bike on the highway, and to the 5100 
block of Mary Ball Road for the report 
of loud music and vehicles driving reck-
lessly.

June 11: Staff responded to the 200 
block of King Carter Drive for a medical 
emergency alert, to the 5100 block of Mary 
Ball Road for a suspicious vehicle, to the 
12900 block of River Road for threatening 
phone calls, and to the 300 block of North 
Main Street to assist KPD with a possible 
burglary in progress.

Staff also conducted 18 traffic stops, 
issued 12 summonses, assisted eight 
motorists, recorded two deer strike acci-
dents, handled six calls for traffic control, 
investigated six building alarms, logged 
two inmate transports, received 10 E911 
hang-up calls and fielded two calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash on North Main 
Street, a fire/smoke alarm on Blackstump 
Road and with White Stone VFD to a boat 
fire on Windmill Point Road.

White Stone VFD also responded to a 
traffic crash on Windmill Point Road and a 
fire/smoke alarm on Bayport Lane.

Upper Lancaster VFD assisted emer-
gency medial services with a call on White 
Chapel Road and responded to a vehicle 
crash and fire on Davis Mill Road.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
vice president Jim Bul-
lard reported crews recently 
responded to the following 
calls for assistance.

May 2: At 11:25 a.m., the 
captain of a 60-foot trawler 
reported on his VHS radio 
that there was a small sailboat 
capsized near buoy 8 in the 
Great Wicomico River, with 
one person in the water. The 
call was heard by Smith Point 
Sea Rescue and two members 
scrambled in one of their per-
sonal boats to quickly aid the 
sailor who was found standing 
in the water near his swamped 
sailboat. The crew was able to 
tow the boat to Shell Landing 
and help the sailor bail out the 
boat and put it on its trailer. 
Time on call, 2.5 hours.

May 3: At 8:10 a.m., the 
crew on Rescue III picked up 
a non-operable 42-foot dead-
rise boat at its mooring in the 
Yeocomico River and towed 
it down the Potomac River to 
meet the crew of Rescue I off-
shore of Virmar Beach. Con-
trol of the deadrise was turned 
over to Rescue I which towed 
it to Yankee Point Marina in 
Myer Creek off the Corroto-
man River. The deadrise had 
been donated to the Kiwanis 
Club and was to be auctioned. 
Time on call, 11 hours.

May 7: At 1:50 p.m., the 
captain of a 36-foot sailboat 
reported that he was adrift 
with three people on board in 
the mouth of the Coan River, 
having lost his steering in 
rough seas. Rescue III was 
dispatched from Olverson’s 
Marina and located the sailboat 
in small craft warning seas. 
The sailboat was towed into 
Lewisetta Marina for repairs. 
Time on call, 2.5 hours.

BAYNESVILLE—Accord-
ing to the Virginia State Police 
(VSP), a Maryland man died 
Sunday, June 4, following a three-
vehicle crash in Westmoreland 
County. He was a passenger in 
one of the vehicles. 

At approximately 6:08 p.m., 
VSP responded to the crash on 
Kings Highway just west of 
Baynesville Road.

It was determined that a 2013 
Hyundai Elantra traveling east-
bound on Kings Highway crossed 
the center, double yellow lines 
and struck a 2007 Ford U-Haul 
truck head-on that was travel-
ing westbound on Kings High-

way, reported VSP First Division 
public information officer Sgt. 
Stephan M. Vick.

After striking the Hyundai the 
U-Haul then crossed the yellow 
lines into the oncoming lanes 
and was struck by a 2006 Ford 
F150 in the passenger door, said 
Sgt. Vick. The U-Haul and the 
Ford pickup then left the roadway 
on the Eastbound side, traveled 
down an embankment and the 
U-Haul rolled over the pickup 
and came to rest on the driver side 
of the U-Haul.

There were two occupants in 
the U-Haul, one occupant in the 
Ford pickup and one occupant in 

Boat burns at the dock
Both White Stone and Kilmarnock volunteer fire 
departments responded to a boat fire last Friday on Mosquito 
Creek, reported White Stone VFD assistant chief Charles 
Brocklebank. A fire aboard the Silver Mist deadrise docked 
at Still the Harbor Marina was called in around 11 a.m. by 
a nearby resident. “The call came in as a boat on fire with 
other boats around it and the fuel tank had exploded,” said 
Brocklebank. White Stone VFD responded with four trucks 
and Kilmarnock sent three. The fire was under control within 
10 minutes and the gas tank did not explode, he said. The fire 
was contained to the cabin of the boat, which did not sink. The 
Virginia Marine Resource Commission also responded. Photo 
by Jody Nelson

KILMARNOCK—The U.S. 
Postal Service will conduct a 
passport fair from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, June 17, at the 
Kilmarnock post office, 239 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

Postmaster Millie SanJuan 
indicated the Saturday passport 
fair is an attempt to make it 
more convenient for those who 
work weekdays or have children 
to acquire passports.

Passport fees are $110 for 

adults for books or $30 for 
cards and for those younger 
than 16, it will be $80 for books 
and $15 for cards. There will 
be an execution fee of $25 and 
passport photos will be avail-
able on site for $15.

The passport fee may be paid 
only by personal check made 
payable to the U.S. Department 
of State, or money order.  The 
money order may be purchased 
at the post office with a debit 

card, said SanJuan. 
 The execution and photo fees 

may be paid with cash, money 
order, debit or credit card, or per-
sonal check made payable to the 
U.S. Postal Service,  she said.

Those wishing to get their 
passport must bring two forms 
of identification including a 
certified birth certificate with 
an official seal and a current 
driver’s license or state identi-
fication card, or naturalization 

certificate. 
People must also provide a 

photocopy showing the front 
and back of the applicant’s ID 
and the applicant’s primary 
citizenship documents made on 
plain white standard paper. 

All applicants must appear in 
person including minors.

Correction: Contrary to what 
was reported last week, credit 
and debit cards cannot be used 
to purchase passports. 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
tows a sailboat to safety. 
Smith Point Sea Rescue is a 
totally volunteer rescue unit 
which serves boaters from 
Coles Point to the mouth 
of the Potomac River, south 
to the Rappahannock River 
and across the Chesapeake 
Bay to the Eastern Shore. 
The organization receives 
no governmental monetary 
support and depends solely 
on donations to fund their 
operations. 

May 10: At 2 p.m., the 
captain of a 26-foot outboard 
asked for help on his VHS 
radio. He was in the Potomac 
River just off the Smith Point 
jetties and his engine was 
locked up. Rescue I was dis-

patched from Jennings Boat-
yard in Reedville and towed 
the boat with three aboard, into 
Smith Point Marina for repairs. 
Time on call, 1.5 hours

May 20: At 10 a.m., the crew 
on Rescue I rendezvoused with 
members of the Marine Trawler 
Owners Association who were 
rafted up in the Little Wicom-
ico River. The crew described 
the services provided by Smith 
Point Sea Rescue and enjoyed 
a fine lunch onboard. Time on 
call, 2.5 hours.

May 27: At 3:10 p.m., the 
sheriff received a distress call 
from the captain of a 19-foot 
Carolina Skiff with five 
aboard. He reported that his 
steering cable had broken and 
he was adrift near Smith Point 
Light. Rescue I was dispatched 
from Reedville and towed 
the boat into the Chesapeake 
Beach area where the boaters 
then rowed their boat ashore in 
shallow water. Time on call, 2 
hours.

May 28: At 8:50 a.m., the 
sheriff received a distress call 
from the captain of a 20-foot 
Bayliner adrift near Smith 
Point Light with a dead battery. 
Rescue I departed Reedville 
and found the vessel with two 
seasick occupants aboard. The 
crew was able to jump the bat-
tery and the boat departed for 
their port in Maryland. Time 
on call, 2 hours.

June 1: At 2:15 p.m., the 
captain of a 28-foot sailboat 
reported that she had run over 
a crab pot and that the line 
was wrapped around her prop. 
Rescue III was dispatched from 
Olverson’s Marina and found 
the boat near the #5 green buoy 
in the Potomac River. The crew 
towed the sailboat with two 
aboard into the owner’s dock 

on the Coan River. Time on 
call, 3 hours.

June 2: At 3:45 p.m., the 
captain of a boat reported he 
had encountered a 40-foot 
deadrise that was adrift in the 
Chesapeake Bay off the mouth 
of the Great Wicomico River 
with a broken steering cable. 
Rescue I was dispatched from 
Jennings Boatyard in Reedville 
and located the oyster boat that 
was from the James River. The 
boat was towed into Reed-
ville where the waterman had 
friends who could help him 
make repairs. Time on call 1.5 
hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or by 
calling 911. Rescue 1 and 2 are 
based on the Great Wicomico 
River and Rescue 3 is on Lodge 
Creek off the Yeocomico River.

Maryland man dies following three-car crash
the Hyundai Elantra.

All occupants were trans-
ported to the hospital with seri-
ous injuries, a passenger in the 
U-Haul died at the hospital, said 
Sgt. Vick. Crash reconstruction 
assisted with the ongoing inves-
tigation.

 According to the VSP report, 
Sandra Lee Carey, 60, of Mon-

tross was the driver of the Elan-
tra. Leroy Allen Drummond, 64, 
of Hague was the driver of the 
Ford U-Hall truck and Roy Wen-
dell Tate, 61, of Montross was the 
driver of the Ford pickup truck.

 The deceased passenger was 
identified as Jackie Timothy 
Drummond, 62, of Beltsville, 
Md., said Sgt. Vick.

Passport fair set Saturday in Kilmarnock

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com
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Bon Secours Richmond Health System invites all residents 18 and older living

in the Northern Neck area to provide feedback on our 2016 Rappahannock 

General Hospital Community Health Needs Assessment and Implementation 

Plan. Your contribution is vital in helping Bon Secours identify health care 

needs, improve access to health care and enhance the care provided in the 

communities we serve. Please partner with us to build healthier communities 

by getting involved in this important effort.

To review the 2016 documents, please visit www.bonsecours.com/richmond.

To provide feedback, contact Tyler Agee at tyler_agee@bshsi.org.

Memorial Regional  |  Rappahannock General  |  Richmond Community  |  St. Francis
St. Mary’s  |  Westchester Emergency Center  |  Bon Secours Medical Group

Good Help
for Our 

Community

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster County 
Lions Club recently presented mayor Mae 
Umphlett a check for $2,700 to sponsor a flag 
pole for the American flag at Kilmarnock Town 
Centre Park.

“This is an exciting opportunity for our club” 
said president Jim Ward. “We are honored to 
present the flag pole that holds our nation’s 
symbol and to be a part of this wonderful com-
munity endeavor.”

For nearly 100 years, Lions have served their 
communities with dedication and contributed to 
the development and well-being of millions of 
people around the world. To celebrate the orga-
nization’s 100th anniversary, Lions International 
has a Centennial Service Challenge goal of serv-

ing more than 100 million people by June 2018.
“On behalf of the Town, we thank the Lions 

Club for this extraordinary gift,” said Umphlett.
“We invite anyone who wants to be a Park 

Sponsor to go to our website (kilmarnockva.com) 
for the listing of available items. This is a won-
derful way to commemorate a family member 
or a business. There will be a large sign with all 
of the sponsors displayed for the park’s visitors,” 
she said.

Folks also may contact Marshall Sebra at 435-
1552, extension 32, or msebra@kilmarnockva.
com.

A grand opening celebration is planned July 
8 at Kilmarnock Town Centre Park, 150 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

LANCASTER—Judge R. 
Michael McKenney heard the 
following cases on May 29 and 
June 2 in Lancaster County 
Circuit Court.

Sharon Rice of Kilmarnock, 
who pleaded guilty in 2016 to 
felony manufacture of a con-
trolled substance, was in court 
for a final review. The case is 
no longer under advisement.

Clifton B. Tomlin of Burgess 
did not appear on violation of 
probation on a misdemeanor 
conviction. The judge issued a 
capias for his arrest.

Christian Paul Lyons of 
Weems, in court on review of a 
misdemeanor conviction from 
2016, was sentenced to four 
days and ordered to pay court 
costs of $286. He was given 
two years unsupervised proba-
tion.

Patrick Arthur Tuck of 
Callao did not show up for 
probation violation on a felony 
offense. A capias was issued 
for his arrest.

The trial of Johnshonika 
J. Gregory of Heathsville on 
a felony charge of wearing a 
mask and two misdemeanors 
of petit larceny was contin-
ued to July 28 on a motion by 
defense.

The case against Kathryn 
Ann George of White Stone 
on a misdemeanor conviction 
was released from being under 
court advisement for comply-
ing with the law.

Samantha Renee Ellis of 
Irvington, convicted of felony 
embezzlement, was sentenced 
to two years, all suspended. 
She was given two years super-
vised probation.

Devon Kwadijeantis Kelley 
of Lancaster was arraigned on 
a felony of selling schedule I/II 
drugs. Trial was set for August 
25.

Marvin Wendell Davenport 
Jr. of Warsaw was not trans-
ported to court for review of a 
felony charge of a violent felon 
possessing a firearm and a mis-
demeanor charge of reckless 
handling of a firearm. Trial is 
set for June 30.
June 9 cases

The following cases were 
heard by Judge Harry T. Talia-
ferro III in Lancaster County 
Circuit Court on June 9.

James Milton Veney of 
Hampton was granted a court 
appointed attorney on proba-
tion violations for felony con-
victions. Trial set on July 21. 

Derrick Saunders of Lan-
caster was sentenced to one 
year, three months active sen-
tence on a 39-year-nine month 
sentence for probation viola-
tion for felony convictions. 
The active sentence was three 
months longer than requested 
by the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney because of his conduct 
of blatant disregard for the 
imposed conditions of proba-
tion, stated the judge.

The case of Travis Aaron 
Ball of Richmond was contin-
ued to July 21. The probation 
violation on felony convictions 
is under advisement.

Brandon Todd Fischer of 
White Stone, in court on pro-
bation violation on felony con-
victions, was ordered to one 
year supervised probation and 
ordered to pay $100 on remain-
ing restitution of some $700.

Joseph Cox Jr. of Lively was 
charged with probation vio-
lation on 12 convictions for 
failing to pay restitution pay-
ments through the court. Time 
was suspended on condition he 
comply with court payments. 

Oriel Purchell Lee of Reed-
ville was sentenced to five 
years, all suspended and one 
year supervised probation for 
violating the terms of her bail. 

From left are Jim Schmidt, Eileen Tullner, Kilmarnock mayor Mae Umphlett, Jim Ward and 
Fred Pevahouse.

Lions Club sponsors flag pole
at Kilmarnock Town Centre Park

ANNAPOLIS, MD.—The 
Chesapeake Executive Council 
on June 8 executed a resolution 
in support of the Chesapeake 
Bay Program partnership.

Representatives from the six 
Chesapeake Bay watershed 
states, the District of Columbia 
and the Chesapeake Bay Com-
mission signed the resolution.

The council, established in 
1983, is responsible for guid-
ing the Chesapeake Bay Pro-
gram’s policy agenda and set-
ting conservation and restora-
tion goals. Members include 
the governors of Delaware, 
Maryland, New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia and West Vir-
ginia, the mayor of the District 
of Columbia, the chairman of 
the Chesapeake Bay Commis-
sion and the administrator of 
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) on behalf 
of the federal government. 
Federal law and practice pro-
hibited EPA from signing this 
resolution due to the advocacy 
statements contained within.

 The resolution calls on the 
President and the U.S. Con-
gress to continue the current 
level of federal support for 
the Chesapeake Bay Program 
and the participating part-
ners for the restoration of the 
Chesapeake Bay, including the 
active, coordinating role of the 
EPA Chesapeake Bay Program 
Office. It also calls for science, 
monitoring, modeling and res-
toration to be continued with 
the full participation of local, 

state and federal agencies and 
private sector entities as appro-
priate.

The council also elected 
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan as 
their new chairman, succeed-
ing Virginia Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe, who became chairman on 
January 1, 2015. 

“It has been my honor to 
serve as chairman of the Ches-
apeake Bay Program’s execu-
tive council for the last two-
and-a-half years,” said Gov. 
McAuliffe. “We are seeing 
real, measurable progress in 
water quality and habitat in the 
Chesapeake Bay and its tribu-
taries which bodes well for the 
future of the ecology of the bay 
and the significant economic 
activity it supports. It is time to 
forcefully build on our success 
and continue to make the nec-
essary state and federal invest-
ments in restoration, science 
and public engagement that 
have been the hallmark of this 
partnership.”

Under Gov. McAuliffe’s 
leadership, the council oversaw 
the release of 25 management 
strategies that outline the plans 
the Chesapeake Bay Program 
will take to achieve the goals 
and outcomes of the Chesa-
peake Bay Watershed Agree-
ment, as well as the landmark 
funding agreement between 
EPA, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania to 
commit an additional $28 mil-
lion dollars to enhance federal 

and state investments in Penn-
sylvania to accelerate nutrient 
reductions.

The council also heard from 
the Chesapeake Bay Program’s 
three advisory committees, 
who also voiced their support 
for the partnership. These com-
mittees represent citizens, local 
governments and scientific and 
technical interests from across 
the watershed.

 “Now more than ever, we 
must work together to protect 
and restore the Chesapeake 
Bay,” said Gov. Hogan. “Our 
administration has invested 
more than $3 billion in bay res-
toration efforts, fully funded 
the Chesapeake and Atlantic 
Coastal Bays Trust Fund and 
Program Open Space, and 
expanded innovative partner-
ships to preserve this priceless 
resource and national treasure 
we call home.

“As the newly elected chair 
of the executive council, I 
pledge to be a fierce advo-
cate for greater environmental 
progress and deeper collabora-
tion upstream and throughout 
the bay watershed,” he said.

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson The guilty finding nullified the 
amended underlying charge of 
possession back to distribution. 

Kimberly Dawn Benson of 
Lancaster received a deferred 
disposition on a charge of pos-
session of schedule I/II drugs. 
Her operating license was sus-
pended for six months. Her 
case will be reviewed on June 
8, 2018. Four additional distri-
bution charges were nolle pro-
sequi.

Six felony distribution 
charges against Brian Keith 
Painter of Weems were nolle 
prosequi.

Matthew Tony Rasmussen of 
Kilmarnock, charged with first 
offense misdemeanor DUI, 
was set for trial for September 
8.

Chelsea Marie Jarvis of 
North, charged with felony 
petit larceny pleaded guilty at 
trial. A pre-sentence report was 
ordered. Sentencing was set for 
July 28.

Raymond Tyson Taylor of 
Kilmarnock was set for trial 
July 14. He is charged with 
misdemeanor stalking and tres-
passing.

Harmonizing at Belle Isle State Park
Beer Money brought familiar classic rock to the Music by the River stage last Saturday. The 
show was well attended and the audience requested their return. Musicians from left are Bill 
Rosalia, Richie Burgess, Michael Painter and Joe Jones. Upcoming concerts will include the U.S. 
Navy’s Country Current June 17; Legacy July 8; Out on a Limb July 15, Whitetop Mountain band 
August 12 and Southern Grace August 19. Concerts are held from 6 to 8 p.m. in the picnic area 
at Belle Isle State Park, 1632 Belle Isle Road, Lancaster. Picnics are welcome and there will be 
supervised activities for the children. A limited number of picnic tables will be available. Bring 
lawn chairs or blankets. The shows are free; however, there is a $4 parking fee payable at the 
park entrance. There will be free popcorn. Cold soft drinks and bottled water will be available 
for a minimal fee. In the event of foul weather, call the park, 462-5030, to confirm the venue. 
Concerts may be moved to another site, depending upon the weather.

Chesapeake Executive Council adopts 
resolution in support of Chesapeake 
Bay Program partnership and funding

Newspapers bring learning to 
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There are no big mergers at Chesapeake Bank, no takeovers. We are still rooted right here in the Northern 

Neck, supporting local businesses and nonprofit organizations, just like we have done for 117 years. Sure, 

we’ll keep adding new services and products. But one thing that will never change: our commitment to our 

customers and the communities we serve. It’s easy to switch. Migrate to your nearest Northern Neck 

Chesapeake Bank branch or visit us online at chesbank.com and let’s get started. 

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula, Williamsburg and Richmond  800-434-1181                                                                chesbank.com  Member FDIC

MIGRATE HERE.
For real community banking 

HEATHSVILLE—Following 
a public hearing, the Northum-
berland board of supervisors on 
June 8 approved the Virginia 
Department of Transportation’s 
Six-Year Secondary Road Plan 
for the county.

VDOT residency administrator 
Steven McKeever said this does 
not include normal maintenance 
such as potholes and snow.

Meanwhile, VDOT is working 
on improvements at Northumber-
land Highway and Academic Lane 
in Claraville to add for capacity. 

In the first year of the second-
ary route plan, VDOT will pursue 
improvement projects on Mill-
wood Lane and Driftwood Trail. 
Other roads to be considered in 
upcoming years include Bunker 

Hill Road, Waddeytown Road, 
Rogers Creek Road, Spring Road, 
Gill Lane, Gascony Lane, Guard-
ing Point Lane, Madge Marsh 
Lane, Rogue Point Lane, Gil-
liams Road, Fleets Cove Lane, 
Owl Town Road, Clarktown 
Road and Ball Lane.

McKeever also said there is 
federal funding available for 
paved roads that need to be 
improved. District 1 Supervisor 
Joe Self moved to place Mila 
Road on the list for improve-
ment and District 3 Supervisor 
Jim Long seconded the motion. 
The vote passed unanimously, 
5-0, with support from District 2 
supervisor Richard Haynie, Dis-
trict 4 supervisor Tommy Tomlin 
and District 5 supervisor Ronnie 
Jett, Long and Self. 

Supervisors also approved a 

request from Thomas and Sharon 
Wrightson to allow permanent 
storage of a mobile home at 697 
Mundy Point Road in Callao. 
One condition of the approval was 
that the Wrightson’s do not allow 
this mobile home to become a 
hunt club. Self moved to adopt 
the motion with suggested con-
ditions and Long seconded. All 
approved, 5-0. 

They also approved a request 
from Donald Watrous to allow 
livestock on property zoned 
residential waterfront at 2115 
Mob Neck Road in Heathsville 
near Hack Creek. Haynie moved 
to adopt the request as long as 
the animals were moved out of 
the resource protection area to 
get them away from the water. 
Tomlin seconded the motion and 
all approved. 

CLARAVILLE—Northum-
berland superintendent Dr. Holly 
Wargo, made a significant step 
Monday in establishing her team 
for leading the school district for 
the 2017-18 term.

At the end of a closed ses-
sion, the school board adopted 
several new appointments on a 
unanimous 4-0 vote. District 1 
member Dana O’Bier, District 3 
member Gerald Howard, District 
4 member Betty Christopher and 
District 5 member Gayle Sterrett 

LANCASTER—The North-
ern Neck Land Conservancy 
has begun work to protect 
farmland and open space in 
Essex County at the invitation 
of property owners. The land 
conservancy’s board voted 
recently to expand to Essex 
after landowners there asked 
the board to write conservation 
easements for their properties.

“Essex already has more 
acres protected in conserva-
tion easements than any other 
county in the coastal plain and 
demand for new easements 
is growing,” said land con-
servancy president Lawrence 
Latané. 

“It is an honor to have been 
invited to work in Essex and to 
have the confidence of conser-
vation-minded landowners, not 
only on the Northern Neck, but 
on the other side of the Rappa-
hannock, as well,” said Latané. 

Essex landowners have 
placed more than 23,250 acres 
in conservation easements 
to date. The easements are 
legal instruments which sur-
render development rights in 
exchange for tax credits that 
can be applied against state 
and federal taxes or sold for 
cash. While easements sever 
most development rights, land-
owners retain all other property 
rights and are under no obliga-
tion to allow public access to 
their properties.

“Essex is 10th in the state for 
the amount of conserved acre-
age,” he said. “The ranking is 
a testament to the numerous 
county landowners and farm 
families who regard easements 
as the surest way to preserve 
farmland for future genera-
tions and to protect the coun-
ty’s rural beauty, wildlife and 
way of life.” 

The land preservation move-
ment in Essex has been led by 
the Essex County Country-
side Alliance, which has pro-
moted farmland preservation 
for environmental protection 
and economic development to 
strengthen local agriculture. 
The alliance is an advocacy 
group but does not write or 
hold conservation easements.

The Northern Neck Land 
Conservancy earned national 
accreditation two years ago 
and holds easements in the five 
counties of the Northern Neck 
where interest in preserving 
private land is also growing. 
The conservancy is led by a 
volunteer board of directors 
and is staffed by Executive 
Director Elizabeth Friel and 
Office Manager Barbara Mait.

Northumberland approves
VDOT’s secondary route plan

by Madison White Franks

Northumberland school officials organize
administrative team for 2017-18 session

by Audrey Thomasson voted in favor of the appoint-
ments. District 2 member Dean 
Sumner did not attend the meet-
ing.

Amy Lamb, the recipient of 
two Virginia Tech Excellence in 
Education awards, was appointed 
director of instruction. The posi-
tion replaces the assistant super-
intendent position, according to 
board clerk Carol Badenoch.

“We are extremely thrilled to 
promote Mrs. Amy Lamb as the 
director of instruction for Nor-
thumberland County Schools,” 
said Wargo. “Mrs. Lamb has 
experience at the elementary, 
middle and high school levels. 
We are looking forward to her 
instructional leadership to sup-
port teachers and to work toward 
full accreditation for the middle 
and high school.”

The new high school assistant 
principal will be Wanda Hender-
son. She comes from the regional 
and technical school where she 
was career director.

“Mrs. Wanda Henderson is 
full of energy and positivity. We 
are excited to welcome her to our 
leadership team for 2017-18,” 
said Wargo.

Additional appointees include 
Debbie DeVivi who adds super-
intendent designee to her list of 
duties, filling in for Wargo in her 
absence. DeVivi serves as direc-
tor of testing and data manage-
ment.

Stacey Beynon was hired for 
the position of district finance 
clerk, replacing Donna Booth 
who previously moved into the 
position of district finance direc-
tor.

The elementary school finance 
administrative assistant will be 
Valerie Parker, moving from her 
position as paraprofessional at 
the high school. 

Former assistant coach Aaron 
Lewis was named head football 
coach. Middle school teacher 
John Mothershead was previ-
ously named athletic director.

Conservation 
easement group 
expands to Essex

The Northumberland High 
School graduating class of 1987 
on June 3 celebrated their 30th 
class reunion.

Festivities extending the 
weekend started on Friday, June 
2, with a meet and greet session 
at Lizzy’s Place in Heathsville.

On Saturday afternoon a 
family picnic and pool party 
cookout luncheon was held at 
Olverson’s Marina in Lottsburg. 
The main event was held Satur-
day evening at Roma’s Pizza in 
Tappahannock with dinner and 
dancing. 

The Class of 1987 has 
stayed in touch and celebrated 
many of their significant class 
milestones together, reported 
Shauna Deihl McCranie.

“We enjoyed look-
ing through our old year-
books, reminiscing and reac-
quainting,” said McCranie. 
“We enjoyed meeting each 
other’s spouses and talking 
about our children and even 

From left are (front row) Eric Tatem, Bill Thacker, Ursula Walters and Charles Veney; (next 
row) Toni O’Bier Allison, Cindy Headley, Sophia Muses-Homes, Sonya Muse-James, Tammy 
Tarlton Lubulu, Stacy Howard-Carter and Cheryl Brooks Mormon; (next row) Liza Edwards 
Cash, Tonya Green Henry, Michelle Turner, Jill Olverson Vargas, Shauna Deihl McCranie, Amy 
Hinson Evans and Alan Cobb; (next row); Sandra Cummings Davis, Robert Veney, Ben Crabbe, 
Andre Tatem, Lawrence Green, Kelvin Veney and Bryan Shabazz. 

NHS class of 1987 reunites
grandchildren in some cases.”

The class of 1987 fondly 
remembered their classmates 
who have passed away in the 
years since they left NHS, 
she said. A Facebook group 
has been established for the 
class to stay in touch until 
their next class reunion. It is a 
closed group, but to join enter 
NHS Class of 1987-30th Class 
Reunion.

“We would like to invite our 

other classmates to partici-
pate in the reunion group and 
to know we missed each of 
you this year,” said McCranie. 
“Special thanks to Cindy Head-
ley, Stacy Howard-Carter and 
Jill Olverson Vargas for their 
part in organizing the reunion 
events and fun. We had our very 
own DJ’s in the class, thanks to 
the Veney brothers, Robert and 
Charles. Until 2027 take care 
NHS Class of 1987.”
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Making sense of
European policy

Here are a few thoughts to 
ponder.

A new luxury German SUV 
model sells for about $50,000 
in the U.S. With the addition of 
Value Added Tax, (VAT), this 
same model costs a German 
more than $60,000. The VAT 
is not in the price of the car 
exported to the U.S. nor is there a 
U.S. federal tax. No federal tax.

A new U.S. car that sells here 
for about $37,000, that is lusted 
after by young people around the 
world, costs more than $55,000 
in Germany because VAT and 
other discriminatory taxes  are 
added to the imported car price 
on top of the U.S. corporate 
income tax, applied throughout 
the supply chain, already in the 
price.  Two federal taxes.

Several German car com-
panies have built factories in 
Mexico to produce cars for the 
U.S. market. It was the smart 
thing to do because U.S. tax 
policy favors foreign competi-
tors over American workers. No 
federal taxes on a car built in 
Mexico, but U.S. federal taxes 
on a car built in the U.S.

Every time Putin moves a 
brigade closer to any border the 
Germans call up the U.S. Army, 
not the Bundeswehr, for a dis-
play of power.

American taxpayers pay over 
3% of GDP for defense. Ger-
mans pay less than 1.5% of GDP 
for defense.

Calling for
leadership

All nations except Nicaragua 
and Syria voluntarily specify 
how they would tackle climate 
change in the Paris Climate 
Agreement. Well-informed sec-
retaries Tillerson and Matthis 
recommended U.S. non-with-
drawal from its leadership role. 

Developed nations live in 
an industrialized work-world, 
undreamt of by our hunter-gath-
erer ancestors. At the start of 
the Industrial Revolution, atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide (CO2) 
levels were 280 parts per million 
[ppm]. Now levels are 410 ppm.

Burning fossil-fuels during the 
Industrial Revolution accounts 
for this rise, acting as an ever-
thicker, heat-trapping blanket 

Hospital discussion
lacks disclosure

Before Bon Secours took 
over Rappahannock General 
Hospital (RGH) I received 
annual reports that included 
financial information in broad 
terms. Specifically, monies 
billed, the shockingly less 
monies received, sources of 
other revenues and expendi-
tures in broad strokes. It also 
included a brief introduction 
to the doctors, nurses, staff, 
volunteers and some useful 
metrics on utilization of this 
facility. 

Of greatest interest to me was 
the section on the RGH Foun-
dation that included income 
from the thrift store, donations 
received, expenditures and bal-
ance remaining. Bon Secours 
has provided none of this infor-
mation to our community. 

The May 25 article in 
the Rappahannock Record 
included aggregate financial 
results for the 2014 and 2015 
years from the Thomas Jeffer-
son Institute for Public Policy 
and the decision to reduce 
hours of surgery, number of 
rooms and the elimination of 
intensive care. Bon Secours 

Ransone’s
shortcomings

The revelation that Marga-
ret Bevans Ransone has used 
her office to enrich the family 
business is evidence she does 
not care about her voters. She 
appears to be Donald Trump in 
a skirt.

Margaret Bevans Ransone 
was elected to represent the 
people of the 99th District, not 
to advance her family’s wealth.

There is a saying that “life 
begins at the end of your 
comfort zone.” For a politi-
cian, their political life should 
always be outside their comfort 
zone. 

Politicians should listen to 
all the electorate. Politicians 
should exist in a world of solv-
ing problems—Ransone does 
none of this. 

Margaret Bevans Ransone 
does not deserve to be re-
elected.

Dr. Frank Kober,
Heathsville

Recently, at dinner with 
friends, I took a big bite of 
beef, unaware that it was 
filled with gristle. I certainly 
didn’t want to chew and 
swallow it, but I was unsure 
how to politely remove it. 
How can I be prepared if this 
happens again?

Horrified in Heathsville

I remember a particularly 
unnerving dinner that I attended 
at the home of my boss. It was 
many years ago, but still vivid 
in my memory. The home was 
lovely, the table elegant and what-
ever the main dish was it was 
encased in what was obviously 
a very valuable antique tureen. 
Things were going so well, until 
my boss removed the lid of 
the main dish to reveal a thick, 
creamy white substance in which 
were floating small pieces of…..? 

I am certain I was not the only 
one who wondered what was 
before us, but none of us young 
guests knew how to politely ask 
and our host did not introduce us 
to it. I dutifully accepted a plate 
full of the entrée and after all had 
been served and our host had 
begun to eat, I took a forkful and 
resolutely put it in my mouth.

What followed was an agoniz-
ing example of the fight or flight 
instinct. I immediately knew I 
had chicken livers on my palate…
something I had successfully 

Focal Point

Cousins enjoy a swing in the hammock as the sun sets on the Corrotoman.

               Photo by Allison Girone

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

A half-century ago today Grace and Bill 
Smith made a great contribution to the 

quality of life we enjoy here in the Northern 
Neck, for this day is the anniversary of the 
birth of their son Steve. 

Visitors, shall we call them tourists?, who 
stayed at The Tides Inn came to know Bill 
for his gracious hospitality onboard the Miss 
Ann, the stately old launch that took guests up 
and down the Rappahannock and its tributar-
ies. 

Bill made voyages memorable for more 
than the scenery that they saw and in the 
process, given his gregarious nature, became 
friends with folks from far and wide.

Grace is also the quintessential hostess, 
for many years working at Lee’s Restaurant 
in Kilmarnock, the local hub of dining excel-
lence known for its friendly atmosphere, not 
to mention fine culinary offerings. 

Their son, Steve, went through the local 
school system, where he was a schoolmate of 
Terry Lee, the youngest child of Bill Lee the 
proprietor of Lee’s. After high school Steve 

matriculated at Rappahannock Community 
College in the culinary arts program. He 
studied there for four years, mastering every 
aspect of food preparation and service. 

While still a student in high school Steve 
began working at Lee’s and having dated 
Terry during their 
school years, married 
her and became a per-
manent fixture at the 
restaurant, which itself 
has been a permanent 
fixture of Kilmarnock 
since 1938, operated first by Bill’s father, then 
by Bill, and since his time by his sons, Gerry 
and Bill, and son-in-law, Steve.

The Lee Family always has treated the res-
taurant as an extension of their home and their 
patrons are treated as guests. Bill Lee rarely 
let an opportunity pass to greet his custom-
ers with a tableside chat. He also knew that 
his menu was a gold mine and not to change 
it, thus it has remained, to use the appropriate 
term, the “staple” of the institution’s history. 

The late newspaper publisher, Don Hall, often 
said that the genius of Bill Lee’s operation lay 
in not changing the menu for over 50 years.

Steve has followed in the Lee tradition 
of genuinely enjoying the company of his 
patrons. He is the exemplary table-hopper, 

saying hello, passing 
along jokes and inter-
esting stories to his 
customers and will-
ingly sharing recipes 
of some of the restau-
rant’s delectable treats. 

Lee’s potato salad and blue cheese dressing, 
concoctions unique to the restaurant, are truly 
sublime. Added to the lore of the Lee’s tradi-
tion, Steve and Terry’s daughter, Sarah, pres-
ently is working there as well as Bill’s daugh-
ter, Jennifer.

Not a change in the menu, but a change of 
a different sort from Bill’s time, is the offer-
ing of potato salad six-days-a-week, whereas 
Bill usually only offered it on Tuesdays. For 
decades I tried to convince him to offer it on a 

daily basis, but he humorously would decline. 
Sometimes he would call to me on the street, 
in the post office, or at the “recycling center” 
(a.k.a. the “dump”), “I’ve got potato salad 
today.” I miss him greatly, but I am happy that 
his successors offer potato salad every day, 
for to me it is Lee’s “piece de resistance.” 

Steve’s talents are by no means solely of a 
culinary nature. Several years ago he totally 
rebuilt a brick rancher, doing all of the work 
himself. He could walk out of the restaurant 
one day and go into the construction business 
the next, if he wanted to do so, but fortunately 
for diners he does not. In his more youthful 
years he worked in construction, during which 
time he paid close attention to how projects 
were undertaken and mastered that art as well. 

Today appropriately is a time to thank Grace 
and Bill for their contribution of a genuine 
“Renaissance Man” to the Northern Neck 
experience and in the process to wish Steve a 
happy birthday. May the next half-century be 
as good to you, Steve, as in the past one you 
have been to others. 

 

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Steve has followed in the Lee 

tradition of genuinely enjoying 

the company of his patrons.

YOUR LETTERS
 American taxpayers absorb 

the cost of the nuclear umbrella 
that Europeans live under, 
which is central to their strategic 
defense.

 Annual U.S. exports to Ger-
many total $49 billion. German 
exports to the U.S. total $114 
billion.

 Bundeskanzler Angela 
Merkel wants to keep things just 
as they are.  She has a doctorate 
in mathematics.

 President Trump says things 
must change and will. He has 
common sense. All those who 
agree with the President say 
aye. Those opposed, nay.

Paul Boyenga,
Kilmarnock

around the Earth. Globally we 
urgently need a smooth, pre-
dictable transition from fossil-
fuel dependency to alternative 
energy sources. Poorer nations, 
without much electrical infra-
structure, could skip the fossil-
fuel stage developing directly 
using cleaner energy sources 
with technologic aid from devel-
oped countries. It is in our and 
their best interests to raise their 
living standards without increas-
ing CO2. levels.

Chief executive officers and 
senior Republicans in the Cli-
mate Leadership Council have 
already developed effective, 
revenue-neutral ‘free-market’ 
mechanisms to reduce CO2 
emissions that could be used 
globally. We await Congress 
to develop a political will for a 
livable world to put them into 
action. 

U.S. businesses have 
embraced improvements in 
energy efficiency and are imple-
menting economically cost-
effective solar technologies. We 
too can all save money using 
energy efficiently, recycling, 
avoiding waste especially from 
excess consumption that ends in 
the trash; solar panels on schools 
and homes pay for themselves in 
about 10 years.

Seize this important lever of 
democracy—call Rob Wittman 
202-225-4261. Ask him to sign 
the Republican House Climate 
Resolution and join the Bipar-
tisan Climate Solutions Caucus 
along with other Republicans 

and Democrats who have con-
stituents, like us, facing recur-
rent flooding and hurricanes and 
want rational, effective leader-
ship action now.

Maureen Fairbrother,
Hartfield

challenged the financial infor-
mation and announced a town 
hall meeting on June 6. 

Three presentations and two 
hand out sheets were provided 
to those attending. Some finan-
cial data was mentioned ver-
bally, but I was unable to rec-
oncile those numbers with any-
thing. During the Q&A session 
that followed, the presenters 
seemed to listen, but generally 
responded with a portion of 
their initial presentation. 

On one occasion it became 
clear that there would be some 
staff reductions despite a state-
ment in one hand-out claiming 
none would occur. There was 
virtually no information about 
the elephant in the room, i.e. 
costs and we never got a mean-
ingful disclosure. 

I learned nothing other than 
the depth of concern in the 
community and came away 
from this meeting convinced 
that while Bon Secours still 
means “Good Help,” it will be 
less good in the future than we 
have enjoyed in the past. 

It is unfortunate that Bon 
Secours failed to engage this 
community concerning issues 
at RGH earlier. The people 
of the Northern Neck needn’t 
have been quite so shocked. I 
hope they will keep the com-

Because You Are Polite . . . 
          . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 
avoided all my life….something 
to which my taste buds crossed 
their little arms and said “no pas-
sage allowed!” I will interrupt my 
story here, saying only that I wish 
I had known the following then.

When you find you have 
an unwanted food—includ-
ing pieces of shell, globs of fat 
and indigestible seeds—in your 
mouth, the polite way to remove 
it is either by the same means 
you ferried it in, or by spitting it 
silently into your thumb and next 
three fingers (providing a cup 
touching your lips) and deposit-
ing it back on your plate. 

A piece of bone, overlooked 
before placing a piece of fish in 
your mouth, would therefore be 
spit back onto the fork, or into 
your cupped fingers and uncer-
emoniously laid on the side of 
your plate.

As for my chicken livers, I 
know now that it would have 
been thoughtful of my host to 
tell us what he was serving and 
been perfectly alright for one of 
the guests to say, “May I ask what 
you’ve prepared in that beautiful 
bowl?”

Once I was in trouble, I could 
have used either of the methods 
described above to remove those 
livers. Suffice it to say that with 
almost visible sweat, I swallowed. 
And then in an effort to remove 
bad memories, attacked the rice 
and jello salad with a vengeance. 

Submit letters to
editor@rapprecord.com

munity better informed on 
problems and how we all can 
help RGH continue to provide 
vital services. 

Paul L. Groover,
Heathsville
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Your Home. Our Exceptional Care. 

At Home 
with RWC

A service of Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury serving the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and beyond.

Call us today to find out how  
we can help. 804-438-4000

He sacrificed for you and his country 
and now, getting extra care for your 
loved one can be the greatest gift 
you give this Father’s Day.

Personal Care  |  Companion Care  |  Nursing Care

For the 
Father who 
has given 
his all.

Do you remember?
This May 2007 photo shows the Kilmarnock Walmart Supercenter under construction at 
200 Old Fair Grounds Way, Kilmarnock, reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the museum.

From June 15 through 17, 
District 99 Del. Margaret B. 
Ransone, a member of the 
Chesapeake Bay Commis-
sion, will participate in sev-
eral events as part of an annual 
effort to raise awareness of the 
Chesapeake Bay, its bounty 
and needs for preservation.

The Chesapeake Bay Com-
mission, a tri-state legislative 
commission representing Vir-
ginia, Maryland and Pennsyl-
vania that works to advance 
policies to restore and protect 
the bay, established the special 
designated week in June to 
engage residents.

“Bay awareness is impor-
tant throughout the year, not 
just for one week, but annu-
ally each June, we celebrate 
the role of the Chesapeake 
in our economy and we 
focus on ways to maintain 
momentum in the progress 
we are making to restore this 
national treasure,” said Del. 
Ransone. 

The importance of restoring 
the bay is particularly felt in 
the Northern Neck where the 
economy has historically been 

In lieu of a June business 
meeting, the Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee 
(LCDC) will host a social gath-
ering at 5 p.m. Thursday, June 
22, at Los Patrones Mexican 
Restaurant, 652 North Main 
Street in Kilmarnock.

There is no cover for the 
Happy Hour, everyone is 
invited—Democrat or not—
and there will be a cash bar, 
said chairman Nick Mag-
nani. Results of the June 13 
Democratic Primary, along 
with the LCDC’s participa-
tion in Irvington’s annual 4th 
of July parade and upcoming 
farmers market, will be points 
of discussion. Local Demo-
cratic candidates are expected 
to attend, mingle and answer 
questions. Edwin Santana, can-
didate for Congress, will meet 
and greet the attendees and dis-

Rappahannock Indivisable-
We the People will meet at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, June 21, at 
the Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship, 366 James Wharf 
Road, White Stone.

Friends of the Rappahan-
nock Tidal Rappahannock 
River steward Richard Mon-
cure will be the guest speaker. 
His topic will be fracking in 
the Taylorsville basin. Besides 
his ongoing work leading a 
number of restoration projects 
relating to living shorelines and 
oyster reefs, he also is involved 
in community education and 
advocacy related to fracking 
in the Taylorsville Basin and 
the effect such fracking would 
have downstream, reported 
media contact Mari Bonomi.

Moncure is a licensed water-
man, the former owner of the 
Seafood Market at The Happy 
Clam and a life-long resident 
of the area. A graduate of 
Hampden-Sydney College, he 
has worked with aquaculture 
most of his life. He lives in 
Simonson where he keeps his 
eye on the fishing industry in 
the Rappahannock River and 
the Chesapeake Bay. 

The Rappahannock River 
has been ranked by American 
Rivers as the fifth most endan-
gered river in America. The 
livelihoods of the watermen of 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula would be affected not 
only by the dangers of fracking 
to the Rappahannock but also 
to the Bay, said Bonomi.

The Northumberland County 
Democratic Party will meet 
today, June 15, at the Northum-
berland Public Library, 7204 
Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville. A social period 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. followed 
by the business session at 7 p.m.

This meeting will include 
a campaign financing and 
political action presentation 
by vice chairman Joe Schlat-
ter, reported chairman Frank 
Kober. Dave Carriens will dis-
cuss writing letters to the editor 
and news releases. 

The committee also will dis-
cuss involvement in the Gen-
eral Election in November, said 
Kober.

The Northumberland NAACP will meet at 6 p.m. June 26 at 
679 Browns Store Road, Heathsville.

President James M. Long recently announced that Jean Nelson, 
executive director of the Northern Neck-Middlesex Free Health 
Clinic will speak.

The Lancaster County Branch of the NAACP will meet at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, June 20, at the Lancaster Community Library, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

 The agenda will include committee reports, said Lloyd N. 
Hill. All chairmen should be prepared to report. The Freedom 
Fund committee will report on progress for the banquet.

Lancaster County chief of emergency management services 
Terrence McGregor will speak, said Hill. The subject will be the 
Community Emergency Response Team. The public is invited to 
this program.

 First District Rep. Rob Witt-
man recently applauded the Eco-
nomic Development Administra-
tion’s (EDA) announcement of 
a $70,000 grant to the Northern 
Neck Planning District Commis-
sion.

 The EDA grant will be used to 
establish an economic develop-
ment planning framework, pro-
cess and strategy that supports 
private capital investment and job 
creation in the region.

“Communities throughout the 
Northern Neck will benefit from 
this grant,” said Rep. Wittman. 
“As we continue to diversify local 
economies, this type of federal 
investment can help bring the pri-
vate sector to the table with county 
government to attract new busi-

nesses and spur economic growth. 
I look forward to working with 
communities around the Northern 
Neck as they continue their efforts 
to add jobs and improve quality of 
life in the region.”

 This grant is part of the EDA’s 
larger effort to support regions 
like the Northern Neck in devel-
oping and implementing a com-
prehensive economic develop-
ment strategy designed to bring 
together the public and private 
sectors in the creation of an eco-
nomic development roadmap 
to diversify and strengthen the 
regional economy.

 The grant covers half of the 
Northern Neck Planning District 
Commission’s anticipated costs 
for the project.

Get Fired Up for  
Rappahannock Record’s  

Independence Day Edition

Call 435-1701
or Email: sara@rapprecord.com

marilyn@rapprecord.com or jessica@rapprecord.com

Del. Margaret Ransone to pursue 
Chesapeake Bay awareness activities

linked to the living resources 
of the Potomac and Rappah-
annock rivers and the bay.

Today, June 15, Del. Ran-
sone will visit the King 
George YMCA for the 
Summer Learning Loss Pre-
vention Program and speak 
to students about oysters and 
their impact on the bay. 

Saturday, June 17, Del. 
Ransone will visit the North-
ern Neck Farm Museum to 
promote interactive displays 
and activities that show agri-
culture’s role in the region 
and the impact that changing 
farming practices have on 

improving the bay. 
Also on Saturday, Del. Ran-

sone will host the Northern 
Neck Soil and Water Con-
servation District’s Soil & 
Water Adventure Mobile at 
RivahFest in Tappahannock. 
The local Soil and Water Con-
servation District plays a key 
role in helping farmers and 
landowners do their part for a 
restored bay. 

Del. Ransone encourages 
families to visit local, state 
and federal parks during the 
summer and see how they can 
volunteer to keep parks beau-
tiful.Lancaster Democrats to hold social June 22

Edwin Santana

cuss his positions on issues of 
interest. Santana’s experience 
as a U.S. Marine Corps officer 
developed his leadership skills.

“Mr. Santana believes we 

can make health care more 
affordable by allowing every-
one to use Medicare, creating 
competition with private insur-
ance to bring down costs; keep 
our commitments to fighting 
climate change and protect the 
Chesapeake by standing up to 
the reckless budget cuts pro-
posed by the Trump Admin-
istration; invest in bringing 
high speed internet to rural 
communities so that everyone 
in our district has the same 
access to economic and educa-
tional opportunities; support-
ing American small businesses 
and workers to improve our 
economy and create good jobs 
with higher pay, and standing 
by our veterans and ensur-
ing that everyone who serves 
our country receives the ben-
efits they were promised,” said 
Magnani.

Democrats will
discuss finances,
communications

Rappahannock Indivisible
to take a look at fracking

Rep. Wittman applauds
EDA grant for region

Free clinic director to visit NAACP

Lancaster NAACP to meet

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
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888-471-6965  |  whatmattersisYOU.com  |   

LIVING OUR MISSION OF CARING FOR OTHERS AS WE WOULD CARE FOR THOSE WE LOVE, 
SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 40 YEARS.

The right care, at the right time,  
in the right place. 

What Matters to You?

KILMARNOCK—Former 
Lancaster county administrator 
Jack D. Larson is the Repub-
lican nominee for the position 
of Lancaster County Board of 
Supervisors, First Magisterial 
District in the general election in 
November.

Larson was nominated by a 
Republican Mass Meeting on 
June 5. 

Gene Underwood, vice chair-
man of the Republican Com-
mittee and acting chairman said 
Larson received a unanimous 
vote by qualified voters who 
were residents of the First Dis-
trict. The seat is currently occu-
pied by supervisor F.W. “Butch” 
Jenkins, who has declined to 
seek another term.

Larson retired from a career 
in the U.S. Marine Corps that 
spanned 27 years. During his 
career, he served as an artil-

KILMARNOCK—Tuesday, June 13,  
marked the deadline to file for local offices in 
the November 7 election.

In Lancaster, candidates filing for supervi-
sor in District 1 are George Bott, Ryan Brent 
Self and Jack Larson, reported voter registrar 
Susan Jett. Candidates filing for school board 

in District 1 are Katherine Keith and Carl 
Failmezger.

In District 5, Dr. Robert Westbrook filed 
for supervisor, said Jett. Lara Brown, Carolyn 
Young and Margaret Socey filed for school 
board. However, Socey did not qualify.

In Northumberland, incumbent Richard 

Haynie filed for supervisor in District 2 and 
Mary Hooper filed for school board, reported 
voter registrar Kathy Davenport.

In District 3, incumbent James Long filed 
for supervisor. Incumbent Gerald Howard 
and Carl Perez filed for school board, said 
Davenport.

RICHMOND—Republican 
and Democratic voters statewide 
on Tuesday nominated candidates 
for the November 7 election.

According to unofficial 
results posted on the Virginia 
Department of Elections web-
site, Republican candidate for 
governor Edward W. “Ed” Gil-
lespie won with 160,039 votes, 
or 43.71%. Corey A. Stewart 
had 155,716 votes, or 42.5%; 
and Frank W. Wagner, 50,345, or 
13.75%.

Republican candidate for lieu-
tenant governor candidate Jill H. 
Vogel won with 151,849 votes, 
or 42.76%. Bryce E. Reeves had 
142,141 votes, or 40.02%; and 
Glenn R. Davis Jr., 61,157, or 
17.2%.

In the Democratic race, can-
didate for governor Ralph S. 
Northam won with 303,429 
votes, or 55.90%. Tom S. Perri-
ello had 239,383, or 44.10%.

Democratic lieutenant gov-
ernor candidate Justin E. Fair-
fax won with 252,319 votes, 
or 49.14%. Susan S. Platt had 
201,154 votes, or 39.17%; 
and Gene J. Rossi, 60,008, or 
11.69%.

The nominations for attorney 
general were already set as only 
one candidate is running in each 
party. The Republican candidate 
is John Adams. The Democratic 
candidate is incumbent Mark 
Herring.

Democrats also nominated 
Francis Nicholas Edwards for the 
House of Delegates in District 99. 
Edwards won with 1,827 votes, or 
54.09%. Vivian L. “Viv” Mess-
ner had 1,551 votes, or 45.91%.

Incumbent Del. Margaret B. 
Ransone is the Republican can-
didate.
Lancaster

In Lancaster County, Republi-
can candidate for governor Gil-
lespie won with 501 votes. Stew-
art had 303 votes and Wagner, 
131. 

Republican lieutenant gover-
nor candidate Vogel won with 
430 votes. Reeves had 379 votes 
and Davis, 103. 

In the Democratic race, 
Northam won with 581 votes. 
Perriello had 207. 

GLOUCESTER POINT—
Folks living on the Chesapeake 
Bay and tributaries are governed 
directly or indirectly by 25 regu-
lations or programs dealing with 
water. 

This bureaucracy has been 
titled “Economic Stagnation by 
a Thousand Cuts,” said Lewie 
Lawrence, executive director of 
the Middle Peninsula Planning 
District Commission.

For example, storm-water 
management laws added 
$100,000 to the cost of devel-
oping a 2-acre site recently, 
said Del. Keith Hodges who 
sponsored a General Assembly 
bill in 2017 that established the 
Rural Coastal Virginia Com-
munity Enhancement Authority 
(RCVCEA). 

The RCVCEA has not yet 
been formed—the decision to 
join it will be made by the boards 
of supervisors in the 12 counties 
in the Middle Peninsula, North-
ern Neck and Eastern Shore. 

Once active, the RCVCEA 
will look for new ways to drive 
economic development in the 
12 counties. These areas have 
been left out of most federal 
enhancement programs, noted 
Del. Hodges. 

With the RCVCEA, the 
region also will have a unified 
voice, he said.

More than 100 representatives 
from the 12 counties recently 
attended a “rural summit” at 
the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science (VIMS) at Gloucester 
Point. The summit presented a 
chance to educate U.S. Sen. Tim 
Kaine and U.S. Rep. Rob Witt-
man, both of whom attended and 
heard about a “new thought pro-
cess,” said Del. Hodges.
Stormwater

One goal is to keep rainwater 
from carrying bad things into 
the Chesapeake Bay. The area 
around the bay is especially 
tightly controlled, but the Vir-
ginia Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) has no alternative 
but to let water run off rural 
roads into ditches and make its 
way into the tributaries.

One idea being pitched by 
Del. Hodges is to collect this 
road runoff, let contaminants 
settle out of it and clean the 
water before it flows into the 
bay. But how will this be built? 
Who will pay? The scale would 
be huge.

“If there is money to be made 
in this, somebody will find a way 
to do it,” said Del. Hodges. “And 
the private sector will embrace it 
and come up with a way to make 
money.”

Shorelines in the Middle 
Peninsula, Northern Neck and 
the Eastern Shore total about 
3,000 miles, split nearly equally 
between the three regions. And 
roads are everywhere.
Road runoff

How much water runs off 
these roads?

Here’s Lawrence’s example: 
If it rains 46 inches a year, every 
mile of road that is 20 feet wide 
will spill off 3 million gallons of 
storm-water annually. Multiply 
that by 200 miles of road and 
you get 600 million gallons of 
runoff. Multiply that by 12 coun-
ties and it would mean 7.2 bil-
lion gallons of water from roads 
in coastal Virginia.

How much is 7.2 billion gal-
lons? That equals the amount of 
water flowing over Niagara Falls 
in about three hours. “Just look 
at the bay after a storm” when 
silt and sediment turn the water 

brown and invisible pollutants 
flood the bay, said Del. Hodges.

“Net effect is we capture far 
more water than was going into 
the Bay and let builders buy 
credits,” he said. “Businesses 
in urban areas could purchase 
‘volume credits’ from stormwa-
ter banks. The net outcome is 
better for the Bay because you 
capture far more water [from 
road runoff].” 

Hodges’ concept would chan-
nel more road runoff water from 
older roads into containment 
ponds. 

New VDOT construction 
builds containment ponds. How-
ever runoff from older roads 
goes straight into ditches and 
heads for the bay. 

“Stormwater banks” would be 
“very similar to the wetland mit-
igation banks, which have been 
very effective,” Del. Hodges 
said. Wetland mitigation banks 
work like this: if a developer 
needs to fill a wetland, he can fill 
the wetland and, in return, buy 
credits through a wetland miti-
gation bank to preserve a wet-
land located elsewhere, such as 
marshy areas in the rural coastal 
region.

If Del. Hodges can sell the 
stormwater banks idea, it could 
be a boom to the rural area. 

Lawrence said he sees sell-
ing “very valuable” clean water 
credits as a business. 

Del. Hodges said the feasibil-
ity of the stormwater bank plan 
is being evaluated by the Com-
monwealth Center for Flooding 
and Resiliency, a partnership 
with VIMS, Old Dominion 
University and the Coast Policy 
Center at the College of Wil-
liam and Mary School of Law. 
He hopes to bring a model and 
proposed legislation to the Gen-
eral Assembly in 2018, said Del. 
Hodges.

Stormwater banks would 
reduce VDOT costs. And, VDOT 
can’t clean outfall ditches, which 
carry water away from roads, if 
they are on private property, he 
said.

“VDOT is very supportive,” 
added Del. Hodges.

One county in Northern Vir-
ginia spends $72 million a year 
to manage stormwater. That’s 
about the entire combined bud-
gets for Northumberland and 
Northampton counties. North-
ern Virginia counties and others 
with populations could buy 
credits from the stormwater 
banks, he said.

Locally, areas could be cre-
ated where businesses could 
develop and not have to adhere 
to all the new stormwater regu-
lations, which “are very costly, 
even over what we’re dealing 
with now.” For example, in these 
areas of development, the storm-
water costs would be reduced 
as an incentive to locate busi-
nesses. They still have to adhere 
to federal requirements. 

This is only one idea on how 
to bring money into the coastal 
region. Del. Hodges and Law-
rence have more.
Collective voice

Perhaps which project hap-
pens doesn’t matter so much. 
What’s more important is that 
12 counties will have a chance 
to work together if they join the 
RCVCEA. 

“As a region we can work 
collectively to have a stronger 
voice,” said Del. Hodges. 

There are eight elected repre-
sentatives from the rural coastal 
region, including four in the 100-
member House of Delegates and 
four of 40 state senators.

From left are Del. Kirk Cox, Del. Tony Witt and Del. Keith 
Hodges. Photo by Tom Chillemi

Bay counties will 
have a stronger voice 
through an authority

by Tom Chillemi

Ballots take shape following Tuesday primaries

At least one candidate files for each 
local office up for election in November

County Republicans nominate Larson as 
candidate for First District supervisor seat

Jack D. Larson

lery officer in Vietnam and later 
became a financial management 
officer. At his retirement in 1994 
he was a full colonel and deputy 
chief of staff, financial manage-
ment, for Marine Corps Systems 
Command.

Larson said he is honored 
to receive the nomination for 
supervisor and “I hope to bring 
my financial management expe-
rience and knowledge to bear 
as a supervisor. I believe it is 
needed to address the current 
imbalance between revenues 
and expenditures in the county 
budget.

“I also plan to use my experi-
ence and knowledge gained over 
seven years as the planning and 
land use officer in exercising the 
duties of supervisor,” Larson 
said.

As a financial management 
officer, Larson held comptroller 
positions at all major command 
levels of the Marine Corps and 
was later the budget operations 
officer for the Marine Corps for 
the operations and maintenance 
appropriation. In 2000, Larson 
joined Lancaster County as 

the planning and land use offi-
cer, zoning administrator and 
subdivision agent. In 2007, he 
was appointed assistant county 
administrator focusing on finan-
cial management.

Larson has a bachelor’s in 
accounting from the University 
of Maryland and a master’s in 
information systems from the 
Naval Postgraduate School. He 
also is a distinguished graduate 
of the Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces.

Since his retirement from the 
county government in 2012, he 
has been active with his church, 
with the River Road food pantry 
and as a budget advisor to the 
Lancaster Public Schools.

Larson and his wife, Nan, live 
in Lancaster in the First District. 
He has two children, one a resi-
dent of Lancaster county, and 
four grandchildren.

Democratic lieutenant gover-
nor candidate Fairfax won with 
472 votes. Platt had 208 and 
Rossi, 72. 

District 99 Democratic candi-
date for delegate Edwards won 
with 462 votes. Messner had 284.
Northumberland 

In Northumberland County, 

Republican candidate for gover-
nor Gillespie won with 654 votes. 
Stewart had 461 and Wagner, 
116. 

Republican lieutenant gover-
nor candidate Reeves won with 
588 votes. Vogel had 484 and 
Davis, 134. 

In the Democratic race, 

Northam won with 504 votes. 
Perriello had 267. 

Democratic lieutenant gover-
nor candidate Fairfax won with 
346 votes. Platt had 246 votes 
and Rossi, 121. 

District 99 Democratic candi-
date for delegate Edwards won 
with 448 votes. Messner had 263. 
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