
6 56525 10491 6

Business ..............B9-12
Calendar ...................B2

Churches ..............B6-8
Classified .............D4-9

Directory ..............D11
Notices ..............D9-10

Obituaries ................B7
Opinion ................A6-8

Police ........................ A3
Schools ................ C5-8

Sports ...C1-4, D10-11
Upcoming ....................B1-5

Thursday,  May 25, 201775¢   Volume 100 No. 33 www.rrecord.com

 The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

National Safe Boating Week, May 21-27, kicks off the start of the busi-
est part of the boating year. In Virginia last year, fishing was the activity 

most people were involved in when accidents occurred and most of those 
occurred in an open boat. 

“The Coast Guard Auxiliary encourages people to wear life jackets when 
on the water,” said Flotilla 33 education officer Mike Kelley. “Last year’s 
numbers show that 95% of fatalities were due to drowning and all but one 
were not wearing a life jacket.”

“Kilmarnock’s Town Council supports the work of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and the Coast Guard Auxiliary,” said mayor Mae P. Umphlett. “Anything we 
can do to raise the awareness of Safe Boating can only help save lives in the 
community.”

Flotilla 33 offers free vessel safety checks on all boats, kayaks and per-
sonal watercraft (PWC). “The vessel safety check makes sure that you have 
all the right equipment, properly working, that not only complies with the 
law, but contributes to you and your passengers’ safety while enjoying the 
waters in this area,” said Flotilla 33 staff officer Win Schwab.

To arrange a free safety check, contact Schwab at winschwab@gmail.com. 
Boaters who have all the right equipment in good condition receive a decal to 
display on their boat, kayak or PWC.

From left are Kilmarnock mayor Mae Umphlett and Flotilla 33 education 
officer Mike Kelly.

Kilmarnock Town Council
supports safe boating week

KILMARNOCK—Two years after 
taking over Rappahannock General 
Hospital (RGH) and promising to 
expand services, Bon Secours is clos-
ing down two key areas—the inten-
sive care unit (ICU) and surgeries 
after 3 p.m.

In a town hall meeting to introduce 
Bon Secours to the community in 
April 2015, Regional Medical Center 
chief executive officer Michael Rob-
inson told residents, “It’s about pro-
viding for the needs of the commu-
nity…We’re here to respond to, not 
dictate, the needs of the community.”

The first major change came a year 
later when the hospital was converted 
to a Critical Access Hospital, a des-
ignation which enables certain rural 
hospitals to be paid on a cost-basis 
for Medicare patients, rather than on a 
set-basis which is significantly lower. 
Congress created the designation in 
1997 after a string of rural hospital 
closures in the 1980s and 1990s. 

It was a lifeline to save the hospi-
tal by helping to make it financially 
viable. But as with most health care 
facilities, Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital has had to continue 
adjusting to the changing reality of 
today’s healthcare. 

Those changes are paying off in 
hospitals across the state, according 
to a recent report on the earnings of 
Virginia hospitals by the Thomas Jef-
ferson Institute for Public Policy.

“The net worth of our hospitals 
grew at a healthy 6.6%, from $16.7 
billion (in 2015) to $17.8 billion,” 
reported Michael W. Thompson, 
chairman and president of the Jeffer-
son Institute.

The reason for the closure of the ICU 
at RGH appeared unclear as the hos-
pital became profitable in 2016. RGH 
earned $2,194,266 in 2016, after reg-
istering a loss of $4,664,031 in 2015. 

“Decisions are not made off of 
profits,” said John Michael Wallace, 
public relations manager for Bon Sec-
ours in Richmond. “They’re made off 
of patient volume. Patient volumes, 
critical care access and community 
health needs are factors in determin-
ing service offerings…and in making 
the changes.”

With medical advances and the 
pressure from insurance companies to 
keep costs down, patients are spend-
ing fewer days in the hospital. Addi-
tionally, more patients are traveling 
to larger hospitals which are better 
equipped to handle specialty and 
advanced services. In recent years, 
RGH has gone from an 86-bed hospi-

tal to a 25-bed hospital. 
With last week’s announcement 

of the ICU closure and limited sur-
gery schedule, Bon Secours believes 
they can better meet the needs of the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula 
communities, Bon Secours said in a 
prepared statement. The changes are 
expected to begin within 30 days.

“No jobs will be lost; however, 
there may be internal staffing trans-
fers within Rappahannock General 
Hospital,” said Wallace. For emer-
gency surgeries after 3 p.m., Wallace 
said, “Patients will be treated while 
they await transfer to facilities where 
they will receive specialized care.”

He noted in-patient services will 
be a “blended model of hospitalist 
physicians and nurse practitioners,” 
which means the hospital’s doctors 
will handle in-patient care rather than 
having personal physicians making 
patient rounds. It is a practice that has 
been eased into service over the past 
couple of years.

The hospital will continue to offer 
emergency room services, orthope-
dics, cardiology, imaging services, sur-
gical procedures, a full-time outpatient 
infusion (oncology) center, physical 
therapy, behavioral health services, 

Bon Secours reduces services at
Rappahannock General Hospital

by Audrey Thomasson

Red, white and blue banner time in Kilmarnock
Sophie Delaney, Gracie Delaney, Jessica Clark and Benjamin Hand display a Kilmarnock Hometown Heroes 
banner honoring their father and fiance, Alexander Hand, who enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in the fall of 2006 
before graduating from Lancaster High School. This banner is among 144 that will hang in Kilmarnock’s Steptoe’s 
District through Labor Day. The banners were unveiled at a preview party last Saturday. A story booklet serving as 
a walking tour guide is available at the Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. Photo by Madison White Franks

LANCASTER—Talks continue 
concerning a new emergency man-
agement services facility for the 
county.

At the May 18 planning commis-
sion meeting, Lancaster board of 
supervisors chairman William Lee 
reported on an informal conference 
call that took place among the archi-
tectural firm of Guernsey-Tingle of 
Williamsburg, county administra-
tor Frank Pleva, chief of emergency 
services Terry McGregor and Lee to 
determine how much could be saved 
by reducing the size of the proposed 
facility.

McGregor originally requested 
an 11,300-square-foot facility at a 
cost of some $3 million. However, 
last month the planning commission 
removed the request from the fiscal 
year 2018 capital improvement proj-
ect list and moved it into 2019 in order 
to examine other options for a facility. 
Additionally, commission members 
expressed concern about the size and 
cost of a building that would only be 

occupied by two employees except 
during a weather event.

“We asked them to reduce the size 
of the building,” Lee reported. “They 
eliminated 720 square feet, which 
included the exercise room, one bed-
room and reduced the size of another 
bedroom…for a savings of between 
$189,000 to $214,000.”

Additionally, the firm said that to 
add the space onto the building in 
another five years, would triple the 
cost.

“We’re looking to reduce the over-
all square footage of the building to 
8,000 square feet,” said Lee.

“That’s still too big a building,” 
said planning commission chairman 
Ty Brent. 

“One of the things we have to real-
ize is we’re dealing with an aging 
population. The need for that service 
is growing,” said Lee.

After the meeting, Lee said the 
call was purely informational and 
that the board has not discussed the 
issue. Also, he noted his surprise that 
the reduction in size did not result in 
more savings.

Research continues
on new EMS facility
for Lancaster County

by Audrey Thomasson

FREDERICKSBURG—Expect 
brief delays on Route 3 on the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge as 
work continues on the project to 
paint the bridge’s three center spans.

Maintenance repairs along a 585 
foot section of the bridge’s travel 
surface were completed May 19, 
reported Kelly Hannon of the Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation. 

Crews finished installing fresh con-
crete over approximately 5% of the 
bridge’s travel surface.

Travelers can expect single lane 
closures from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. today, 
May 25, and from 7 a.m. to noon 
Friday, May 26, weather permitting.

No lane closures are scheduled 
on Norris Bridge from noon Friday, 
May 26, through noon Tuesday, May 

30, for the Memorial Day holiday.
Cleaning and painting the bridge’s 

center spans will protect its struc-
tural steel elements and prevent 
deterioration and corrosion, said 
Hannon. This project will com-
plete a full painting of the Norris 
Bridge spans. Additional spans were 
cleaned and painted between 2009-
2012.

Norris Bridge painting project to take a recess
HOSPITAL, continued on page A2
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HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning com-
mission raised concern about 
water usage in the region 
during its meeting held May 
18. 

Dr. Lynton Land, a professor 
of geosciences, indicated the 
Northern Neck as a whole uses 
4.4 million gallons of water a 
day whereas southern Mary-
land uses 40 million gallons 
a day and the county of King 
William, where WestRock 
Paper Mill is located, uses 18 
million gallons a day. 

“Usage in Maryland is 
affecting the wells on our 
side…it’s gonna be a long time 
until the mill effects us,” said 
Land.

County planner Stuart McK-
enzie distributed a graph show-
ing projected deficits of water 
supply to come by year 2050. 
Northumberland and Lancaster 
counties would not be at risk 
for a deficit according the the 
graph. 

“The counties that do expe-
rience a deficit, are they going 
to draw from the counties that 
don’t have a deficit?” asked 
commission member Heidi 
Wilkins, “I’m concerned about 
40 years from now because it 
takes a long time to build res-
ervoirs, it takes a long time to 
figure them out, get the land, 
get the filtering system,…it 
doesn’t happen over night.” 

Land encouraged the plan-
ning commission to look into 
the proposed Lodge Creek 
Reservoir in Lottsburg. 

“It would produce sustain-
ably one million gallons a 
day…getting the water to the 

people is an issue, but as far 
as the amount of water that 
reservoir would produce…it’s 
huge,” said Land. 

“The question you have to 
ask yourself is, will this be an 
economic engine…you would 
increase your tax base by 
increasing property value by 
creating waterfront property,” 
said Land. 

“If you have a reservoir, you 
have a sustainable source of 
water…rainfall has increased 
by 4.3 inches since the 1900s,” 
said Land. 

To build a dam would cost 
approximately $1.4 million, he 
said. 

“We have been water rich 
and we aren’t anymore,” said 
McKenzie. 

The Department of Environ-
mental Quality should be limit-
ing water usage, said Wilkins. 

“The water supply plan does 
have alternatives…we are 
more effected outside of the 
region…our volume of water is 
outside of our control…so we 
are at the mercy of our neigh-
bors,” said McKenzie. 

Short term alternatives 
would include water conserva-
tion and increased permitted 
withdrawal capacity, long term 
alternatives would be to refur-
bish or install new ground-
water wells, reclaimed water/
desalination/rain harvesting/
water marketing and transfers, 
and a surface water reservoir. 

“For three or four years we 
worked on this comprehensive 
plan and in it we say that this 
is important and that the board 
of supervisors of Northumber-
land County needs to address 
water…we need to do serious 
research,” said Wilkins. 

HEATHSVILLE—Dr. Holly 
Wargo has been unanimously 
approved to serve on the board 
for the Northumberland Public 
Library.

“Her strategic skills and 
community involvement will 
be most appreciated as we 
continue to expand the ser-
vices of the library to all of our 
patrons,” said board president 
Keith Dobson.

Wargo is superintendent 
of Northumberland County 
Public Schools and has also 
served as a principal for 
schools in Lancaster County.

LANCASTER—After a 
year of chairing the planning 
commission, Thomas J. “Ty” 
Brent Jr. on May 18 was unani-
mously re-elected, 6-0, to con-
tinue leading the commission. 

Brent was first appointed to 
the commission in July 2008 
as member-at-large. He was 
elected vice-chairman in May, 
2015, and chairman on Febru-
ary 18, 2016. 

Tara Booth was unanimously 

re-elected vice chairman. She 
stepped into the vice chair-
man position in March 2016, 
and was re-elected to continue 
in that position for the past 
year. She was appointed to the 
commission in May 2001 as 
the District 3 representative. 
Booth previously served as 
vice-chairman from May 2014 
to May 2015. 

Crystal Whay will continue 
as secretary, having served 
in that capacity since March 
2009. 

sleep lab and on-site neurology. 
“Rappahannock General 

Hospital holds the Joint Com-
mission’s Certificate for Pri-
mary Stroke Center Certifi-
cation, which recognizes the 
facility’s exceptional dedica-
tion to educating and training 
staff to improve outcomes for 
stroke patients,” said Wallace.

Also, the hospital has made 
significant investments in neu-

rology, imaging services and is 
continuing to provide surgical 
services, he noted.

Interview requests with 
Bon Secours executives were 
denied. 

Bon Secours, with its affili-
ated hospitals, has a reported 
net worth of $1,185,696,664 as 
of December 2016. Earnings 
of $108,521,093 were down 
$26,388,022 over 2015.

IRVINGTON—The Irvington Town Council will hold a 
budget work session at 6:30 p.m. tonight, May 25, at Town Hall, 
235 Steamboat Road, Irvington.

This will be the first work session on the fiscal year 2017-18 
budget. The current budget is $198,473. 

LANCASTER—The Lancaster County Board of 
Supervisors will meet at 5:30 p.m. tonight, May 25, for a 
budget work session. The board’s monthly meeting will follow at 
7 p.m. Both meetings will take place at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The budget work session will continue from last week with a 
discussion on a tax rate. A closed session may be held to discuss 
individual salaries.

The regular meeting will begin with a public comments section 
by the U.S. Postal Service on reopening a post office in Weems. 

The Virginia Department of Transportation will hold a public 
hearing on a six-year improvement plan for Lancaster’s second-
ary road system.

Jackie Barrack will be recognized for his years of service on 
the Economic Development Authority. There will be an update 
on Greenvale Creek initiatives to keep the waterway open.

Two items previously tabled will return for discussion, includ-
ing a special exception request by David J. and Pauline R. Dudley 
to place a single-wide manufactured home on 2.895-acres located 
on Haypit Lane and a resolution naming a county fire marshall.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland County School 
Board will hold a special meeting at 4 p.m. today, May 25, to 
appropriate the school budget for the fiscal year beginning July 
1. The meeting will be held at the school board office, 2172 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Lottsburg. 

Northumberland supervisors cut the school board’s proposed 
budget request of $17,719,203 to $17,357,915. The final number 
is about $250,000 over the current budget.

A proposed teacher salary increase of 4% could be in jeopardy 
as board members determine where to make cuts.

COLONIAL BEACH—The Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission will meet at 9 a.m. Thursday, June 1, at the Car-
penter Building, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

Items on the agenda include crab and oyster harvest reports; 
reports from the Crab Advisory Committee and the Oyster 
Strategic Planning Panel; updates on the Oyster Management 
Reserve Program, the Rotational Natural Oyster Harvest Program 
(RNOHP); and presentations on the winter crab dredge survey 
results, striped bass acoustic telemetry and lower Potomac River 
benthic community data.

A discussion will take place regarding possible management 
responses for the 2017-18 crab management cycle.

Other items on the agenda include an order to close Gum Bar 
as part of the RNOHP; an order to continue with the current com-
mercial Atlantic Menhaden catch limits and restrictions; updating 
orders for recreational and commercial seasons, size and creel 
limits for black sea bass; considering regulations for an upcoming 
public hearing and adopting the fiscal year 2017-18 budget.

ASMFC compliance reports were presented prior to the com-
mission meeting and are available to the public upon request.

KILMARNOCK—The Tri-
angle Trolley season will begin 
Friday, May 26, and continue 
through October 7.

“It’s that time of year again 
when you can enjoy a Triangle 
Trolley ride. The 2017 season 
is under way,” said Kilmarnock 
deputy town manager\commu-
nity development Susan Cock-
rell.

The trolley operates from 4 
to 10 p.m. Fridays, 9 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Saturdays, and 1 to 6 
p.m. on the Sundays of Memo-
rial Day, July 4 and Labor Day 
weekends.

The trolley offers a one hour 
round trip to Kilmarnock, 
Irvington and White Stone. 
The fee is 50 cents per board-
ing.

“We are grateful for the sup-
port of our trolley partners 
Bay Transit and the Towns of 
Irvington and White Stone. 
Together with our advertisers 
we bring a fun and enjoyable 
way to see all that Lancaster 
County has to offer,” said 
Cockrell.

Schedules are available at 
area businesses, on board and 
kilmarnockva.com.

Thomas J. “Ty” Brent Jr. Tara Booth

Leadership is re-elected
to planning commission
for Lancaster County

by Audrey Thomasson

Planning commission 
for Northumberland
discusses water supply

by Madison White Franks

Dr. Wargo
is named to
NPL board

Triangle
Trolley
season
to begin

Hospital
continued from page A1
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RICHMOND—National 
Safe Boating Week is May 20 
through 26. 

The Virginia Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries 
reminds all boaters to stay safe 
this summer and always wear a 
life jacket while on the water, 
reported recreational boating 
safety manager Stacey Brown. 
A good day on the water can 
turn tragic in seconds. Wear-
ing a life jacket is essential for 
safety. 

While getting ready for the 
boating season, boat owners 
need to make sure they have 
U.S. Coast Guard approved 
life jackets in good condition 
that fit every occupant of the 
boat, including children, said 
Brown. 

Safe boating week is a great 
time to inspect inflatable life 
jackets. Inflatable life jack-
ets make it easy for adults to 
“Wear It” while enjoying their 
time on the water and being 
a good role model for young 
people on their boats. 

To learn about boating laws 
in Virginia and about boating 
safety education courses, visit 
dgif.virginia.gov/boating.

DGIF issues 
‘Wear It’
reminder
for boaters

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13

RRecord.com
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BLOCK PARTY
Bank of Lancaster’s

Irvington
Friday, May 26th 12pm - 2pm
THE DANDELION 

25% OFF 

Valid from 5/26 -5/29

JIMMY AND SOOK

FREE  
Crab Visor

THE TIDES INN

20% OFF

VILLAGE 
NEEDLEPOINT

20% OFF
ALL MERCHANDISE ALL DAY

DOG & OYSTER 

BUY ONE  
  WINE TASTING, 

Valid 11am-5pm

STEAMBOAT ERA  
MUSEUM

FREE 
admission

Valid 12pm-2pm

FORE-AND-AFT

10% OFF
ENTIRE STORE

Valid 12pm-2pm

CATHI’S GARDENS

15% OFF
LIVE FLORAL  arrangements

Valid All Weekend!

OBJECTS

10% OFF

Valid 12pm-2pm

ENTIRE STORE

PILLAR & PEACOCK

Refreshments Provided

RANDALL J. KIPP 
ARCHITECTURE

ALL regular priced 

DRESSES  with purchase. 

Enter to win a 

Enter to win a FREE 
Needlepoint Lesson

Carwash Cafe & Catering

RETAIL ITEMS AT:
Tides Gift Shop 
Journey Spa 

Golden Eagle Golf Shop

One Time Use - Valid through 6/10/17 
(excludes certain items & consignment)  
Please present coupon at time of purchase.

GET ONE 

FREE!

$1 OFF 

THE LOCAL  

Valid All Day!

SMOOTHIES

&

Open House  
from 12PM-2PM

Open House  
from 12PM-2PM

 

LIVE REMOTE  
BY BAYFM

HOT DOGS, 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY: 

GIVEAWAYS & 
FUN FOR ALL!

Refreshments Provided

 Tastings from 12-2pm provided by

VINEYARD 

Irvington Commons
Sunday, May 28

FREE Concert 2:00 pm

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

Bring your friends and family, picnics, lawn chairs, flags, and  
a desire to hear one of our country’s foremost military bands!

Presented by The Irvington Village Improvement Association
Free Hot Dogs and Chips Provided by Chesapeake Bank

OPEN  
SUNDAY 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

MONDAY 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Place your order today for 
*David’s Famous Fried Chicken

804.435.1725
*All chicken cooked to order.

Potato Salad
Cole Slaw

Baked Beans
Collard Greens

Corn Bread
Rolls

Homemade sides:

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against two individuals.

A Greentown Road man, 68, 
was charged May 18 with assault 
and battery.

An Ivy Creek Road man, 20, 
was charged May 18 with con-
tempt of court.
Activity report

May 15: Staff responded to 
the 400 block of Rio Vista for a 
medical condition resulting from 
a possible altercation, to the 100 
block of Primary School Circle 
for a sexual assault, to the 1900 
block of Rocky Neck Road for 
trespassers, to the 4100 block of 
Merry Point Road for vandal-
ism of a mailbox, to the 9900 
block of Mary Ball Road for an 
attempted insurance fraud, to a 
walk-in report of a hit and run 
that occurred in Lively, to the 
800 block of Queenstown Road 
to investigate the vandalism of 
a home, to Lara Road for debris 
causing a traffic hazard, to the 
100 block of Sutherland Street 
for shots fired from a vehicle, 
to the 100 block of Windmill 
Point Road for threats to harm 
an individual, and to the 400 
block of Rappahannock Drive 
for an intoxicated person who 
had fallen and needed medical 
assistance.

May 16: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Pine Circle for 
a missing elderly person, to The 
Lane for an abandoned vehicle, 
to a walk-in report of a counter-
feit check, to Morattico Road for 
suspicious persons stating that 
they will clean the house and car-
pets for free, to the 500 block of 
Paynes Creek Road to investigate 
a burglary, and to the 300 block 
of Pine Trail to investigate the 
theft of several medications that 
were in a parked vehicle on North 
Main Street.

May 17: Staff responded to 
a walk-in report of the theft of a 
tractor blade from the 100 block 
of Morattico Road, to the 500 
block of Lara Road for an aban-
doned vehicle, to the 400 block of 
Greentown Road for a verbal dis-
agreement, and to the 100 block 
of Holly Haven Road for a report 
of a domestic disturbance.

May 18: Staff responded 
to Goodluck Road and Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway for a 
reckless driver, to Irvington Road 
for a vehicle running through the 
school bus lights, and to the 1800 
block of Morattico Road for a 
suspicious vehicle.

May 19: Staff responded to 
the 300 block of Buzzards Neck 
Road for unauthorized use of an 
automobile, to the 100 block of 
Third Street for the report for a 
possible medical emergency, to 
the 200 block of James Cove 
Landing for a man with a gun 
threatening others, to the 300 
block of Greentown Road for 
a custody issue and need of a 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court convened May 9 
with Judge R. Michael McK-
enney presiding. 

Jonathan A. Towles of 
Lancaster, charged with two 
felonies of distributing mari-
juana and manufacturing a 
controlled substance, was 
arraigned on the charges and 
trial is set for September 5. 

The case of Shuvon K. Ball 
of Heathsville, charged with 
two felonies of malicious 
wounding and assault and bat-
tery, was continued to October 
24. 

The case of Steven C. Gas-
kins of Heathsville, charged 
with five felonies of one count 
of identity theft, three counts 
of forging public records and 
one count of perjury, as well 
as four misdemeanors of oper-
ating a vehicle under a sus-
pended or revoked license, 
buying stolen goods, falsely 
identifying himself to law 
enforcement and driving while 
intoxicated, was continued to 
June 13. 

Amanda S. Hayes of Lotts-
burg, charged with a felony 
of grand larceny and two 
misdemeanors of possession 
of a controlled substance and 
having unauthorized posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
was not prosecuted at the time 
of trial. 

The case of Maurice S. 
Lee of Hague, charged with 
a felony of distributing a con-
trolled substance, was contin-
ued to July 18. 

The case of Christina Scates 
of Reedville, charged with two 
felonies of grand larceny and 
entering a structure to commit 
assault and battery, was con-
tinued to June 13. 

James M. Sellers of Warsaw, 
charged with three felonies of 

RICHMOND—John J. Len-
kart, acting special agent in 
charge of the Richmond Divi-
sion of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, last week 
announced a reward of up 
to $20,000 for information 
that will lead investigators to 
the identification, arrest and 
conviction of the individual 
responsible for the murder of 
Jerry V. Colyer.

Colyer was murdered during 
a robbery that occurred while 
he was working the evening 
of September 29, 2016, at the 
Econo-Lodge Motel in the 
2300 block of Indian Hill Road 
in Chesterfield. An unknown 
black male subject entered 
the establishment, armed with 
a revolver, and approached 
Colyer demanding money. 
After receiving the money the 
subject, at point blank range, 
fired his weapon at Colyer 
striking and killing him before 
fleeing on foot.

The subject is described as 
a black male with a thin build; 
wearing jeans, a maroon long-
sleeved hooded sweatshirt, a 
red brimmed ball cap and dark 
colored shoes. At the time of 
the robbery and murder, the 
subject also had what appeared 
to be a white bandage around 
his right hand.

This investigation is an effort 

of the FBI Richmond Divi-
sion Central Virginia Violent 
Crimes Task Force, partnering 
with the Chesterfield County 
Police Department. Individu-
als with information that may 
assist agents and detectives 
regarding this investigation 
are asked to call the FBI at 
261-1044, or the Chesterfield 
County Police Department, 
748-1251.

The FBI also has partnered 
with Lamar Digital Billboards 
for continued coverage of this 
investigation. On May 19, the 
subject of this robbery/murder 
investigation began being fea-
tured on digital billboards at 
the 5900 block of West Broad 
Street, I-64 near exit 195, 
I-195 near Westwood and I-95 
just north of the I-95/I-85 con-
vergence.

FBI sets reward up to $20,000
related to murder investigation

The photo above has been enhanced to specifically bring 
attention to the subject’s bandaged hand and the emblem on 
the brim of the ball cap.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Madison White Franks
violating terms of probation, 
was sentenced to serve four 
years in incarceration. 

Jeremy L. Smith of Lan-
caster, charged with two fel-
onies of distributing a con-
trolled substance and selling/
distributing an imitation sub-

stance, was not prosecuted at 
the time of trial. 

The case of Brian K. Wyatt 
Jr. of Reedville, charged with 
a felony and a misdemeanor 
of selling or distributing mari-
juana, was continued to July 
18.

Grand Opening June 1st

804-577-4184

child car seat, to the 100 block 
of Gill Road for a disorderly 
person, and to the 100 block of 
Meadowview Lane fora weapon 
being discharged from a moving 
vehicle.

May 20: Staff responded to the 
100 block of Doggett Lane for 
prowlers, to Jesse duPont Memo-
rial Highway for a reckless driver, 
to the 1100 block of Carlson 
Road for a domestic disturbance, 
to the 100 block of Woods Drive 
for a trespasser, to Goodluck 
Road for a disturbance at a wed-
ding party, and to the 100 block 
of East Cove Lane for threats by 
a neighbor.

May 21: Staff responded to 
Oak Hill Road for speeders, to 
the 100 block of Yorkshire Street 
to assist Kilmarnock Police 
Department with a reported 
destruction of property, to a walk-
in complaint of trespassing and 
disorderly conduct, and to the 
400 block of White Chapel Road 
for a domestic disturbance.

Staff also conducted 39 traf-
fic stops, issued 15 summonses, 
assisted six motorists, handled 

six calls for traffic control, inves-
tigated seven building alarms, 
logged an inmate transport, 
received seven E911 hang-up call 
and fielded three calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a fire/
smoke alarm on Waterbury Lane, 
a controlled burn on Church 
Street, a,d two brush fires on 
North Main Street.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a traffic crash on Oyster Creek 
Drive.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported misdemeanor 
charges against three individuals.

A Burgess man, 61, was 
charged May 18 with violating a 
protective order.

A Lottsburg man, 53, was 
charged May 20 with being drunk 
in public and disorderly conduct.

A Lancaster County man, 56, 
was charged May 21 with driving 
under the influence, reckless driv-
ing, refusal of the breath test and 
damaging property.
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Congratulations Matt!

“WOW”! I remember when you started 
Pre-K, now you are graduating from  
High School. This is your first hurdle.  

We are so proud of you. 

Join us in celebrating the 2017 graduates in our commemorative section 
published in the June 8th  issue of the Rappahannock Record!

Congratulations, Carla!

  Best of luck at JMU!

   Love, Mom & Dad

Love you! Mom, Dad, Zach & Skylar

OPTION 2

OPTION 4

OPTION 3

OPTIONS SIZES BLACK & WHITE

 #1 3.5" x 2" $35 

 #2 5.5" x 2.75" $75

 #3 5.5" x 5" $140

 #4 9.1" x 5" $235

Custom Sizes Available

Name: ____________________________________________

Option Number: ________   � Add Color $15 

Ad Text: ___________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Phone: ______________  Email: ________________________

Mail in or drop off this form to the Rappahannock Record, 27 N. Main Street, 
P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482 or fill out a form online at RRecord.com

(Sample sizes are not to scale) Looks Like You Made It!
Your hard work has paid off, and 

now you are really on your way. We 
wish you all the best as you embark 

on exciting new challenges and 
adventures. The best is yet to come!

C ongratulations, graduates.
Advertisers Name

1234 Main Street Kimarnock
 000-000-0000 

www.namewebsite.com

Advertisers Name
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CONTACT Sara, Marilyn or Jessica  
at the Rappahannock Record 435-1701 or email, 
sara@rapprecord.com, jessica@rapprecord.com 
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After recently viewing foot-
age of the Lost Northern Neck 
films I was asked by a member 
of that committee to record my 
memories and impressions of 
life in this era during the Great 
Depression, as reflected by 
some of the films’ scenes. 

In my mind, these films are a 
testament to how the “Depres-
sion” years spent in our remote 
haven offered blessings which 
those who lived beyond could 
not hope to experience. Grit, 
ingenuity and spirit made life 
surprisingly palatable and 
pleasant here, while the nation 
around us was suffering far 
worse conditions than were 
ever felt in this place.

For example, Mr. Wharton’s 
films indicate how we were 
able to eat well, owing to loca-
tion. Bordered on three sides 
by water, fish, crabs and oys-
ters were readily available for 
the table. This does not mean 
that the diet always consisted 
of these wonderful delicacies. 
Plenty of lesser ranking meat 
was also consumed. Menha-
den fish provided an industry 
with jobs. Scenes of watermen 
fishing one of the many fish 
traps that dot the waterways 
demonstrates, in detail, how 
the job required skill, coopera-
tion and physical strength. The 
land itself was productive; per-
sonal gardens and widespread 
farming produced other food 
and supported farm animals 
as shown in the films. Life, of 
course, was not experienced in 
the same way by everyone, but 
primarily the sources for eating 
“well-enough” were available 
to most people of the area.

Education is addressed in 
the films with shots of school 
buildings in some footage, 
shown along with school 
children and school activi-
ties. There are also interesting 
scenes of some of the home 

economics classes offered in 
schools. There were numerous 
schools in each county with 
grade-school and high school 
housed together in one build-
ing.

Entertainment was fea-
tured in several forms. Swim-
ming and boating on the river 
scenes show a zest for fun and 
relaxation, apart from the con-
straints posed by the nation’s 
economic conditions. Another 
portrayal of entertainment is 
given in the abundant foot-
age of Sports Day/Field Day/
May Day events. This tradi-
tional yearly event was jointly 
shared by local schools of the 
Lancaster County-Northum-
berland County school system.

The “Sports Day” part of 
the event consisted of mostly 
baseball team competitions 
between high schools. There 
were other Sports Day compe-
titions, as well. By later in the 
day the May Court was pre-
sented with much pageantry. 
Beauty was on display in this 
footage showing a parade of 
May Queens from each high 
school with their attendants. 
The Queen of the day was 

Wharton Films Project: Back in the ‘Depression’

Nancy Hubbard Clark participates in a May Day event in the 
1930s.

Now showing
In partnership with the 
Wharton Films Project, the 
Rappahannock Art League 
will feature the Lost Films of 
the Northern Neck exhibit 
through Saturday, May 27, at 
the Studio Gallery, 19 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.
The community is invited to 
view the footage and related 
photos to help identify faces 
and places from the past. 
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays.
Members of the Wharton 
Films Project will be at 
the gallery on Saturday to 
record memories. Folks 
also are urged to visit the 
Wharton Films Project 
page on Facebook.

by Nancy Hubbard Clark

Depression years.
Jimmy Wharton was a tal-

ented and wise fellow whose 
forethought to capture so many 
aspects of local history by 
using his home movie camera 
has given us all something to 
consider by showing us how 
adversity really can be put to 
many sweet uses.

Nancy Hubbard Clark has 
deep roots in this area with 
ancestors who were early set-
tlers here. Born in 1930, she 
grew up living on Irvington 
Road, across the street from the 
first Kilmarnock High School. 
After attending school locally, 
she departed for further educa-
tion. Love of the area brought 
her home again, along with her 
North Carolina husband. She 
is seen in several of the Whar-
ton films.

selected from this group of 
queens by an unknown com-
mittee. Upon her coronation 
as Queen of May, the remain-
ing high school queens served 
as princesses along with small 
children who also appeared 
in the May Court. Dressed in 
colorful and interesting cos-
tumes, many school children 
are pictured as they performed 
well-rehearsed dances before 
the May Queen. The scene was 
witnessed by large crowds of 
delighted spectators.

Filmed aerial views of the 
landscape give witness to 
this “God’s Country” (as it is 
known to natives), so blessed 
by the hand of nature at a time 
when our ‘country life” con-
trasted drastically with the 
much greater hardships expe-
rienced by the ‘city life’ of the 

LANCASTER—Memorial Day is a federal holiday to honor 
the men and women of the U.S. Armed Forces who died while 
serving the country. 

It has long been a custom to decorate grave sites and memo-
rial sites of deceased military to pay tribute to those who have 
served, reported Rappahannock Garden Club publicity chairman 
Marge Redlin.

As folks travel this summer they may see Blue Star Memorial 
markers along the nation’s highways, said Redlin. This program 
was initiated by National Garden Clubs, Inc. shortly after World 
War II as a way to honor those “who have served are serving and 
will serve.” 

Garden clubs across the country have erected memorials and 
landscape their foundations, she said. The Rappahannock Garden 
Club maintains a Blue Star Memorial marker adjacent to Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 8484 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The Rappahannock Garden Club maintains this Blue Star 
Memorial site adjacent to Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Lancaster. The garden was freshly planted.

Rappahannock Garden Club
maintains Blue Star Memorial

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701

Party with the ponies
Friends of Rappahannock Community College gathered 
Saturday at historic Millmont in Wake for the 13th annual 
Preakness Party. Built in 1810, the home overlooks Mill 
Creek in Middlesex County. The event is sponsored by 
the Rappahannock Community College Educational 
Foundation and raises funds in support of the college. 
From left above are Albert Penley, Ben Sanchez on 
Chase, Lucia Sanchez on Maximus and Betty Penley.

From left are Elizabeth Miller and Marguerite Slaughter who 
decorated the tent for the event. They also came prepared for 
the “Audacious Hat Contest.”  Festivities included auctions, 
gourmet food, Virginia wines and viewing of the Preakness 
Stakes.

From left are Paul and Katie Krop of Good Luck Cellars. They 
were among several local vendors participating in the event. 
Photos by Robert Mason Jr.
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Dynamic 
Independent School + =Supportive 

Community

THANK YOU
to our community for honoring the importance of Chesapeake Academy 

to our region. 50,000 readers of Virginia Living Magazine voted:

#2 Summer Camp
CA Summer Camps 

Top rated 3 years in a row

#1
#1 Independent School

Chesapeake Academy 
Top rated 5 years in a row

#1 Annual Charity Event 
Community Oyster Roast
Top rated 5 years in a row

Small school. 
Huge classroom.

Educating children age 3 through 8th grade

www.ChesapeakeAcademy.org
Financial assistance is available ~ Extended care until 5:30 pm ~ VAIS Accredited

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. Good for the month of May.

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

RICHMOND—Jenny Saam, 
Jane Denton, Nell Brothers, 
Grace Ann Miller and Mary 
Carlin Porter from the Kilmar-
nock Garden Club recently 
attended the National Garden 
Clubs Inc. 88th Convention in 
Richmond.

The ladies enjoyed a lun-
cheon and the keynote speaker 
P. Allen Smith author, televi-
sion host, entrepreneur and 
conversationalist, reported 
Miller.

It is the first time the con-
vention was held in Virginia 
and Nancy L. Hargroves was 
installed as the 2017-19 presi-
dent, she said. Hargroves is 
from the Richmond area. 

Denton served on the con-
vention committee, added 
Miller.

KILMARNOCK—Chesa-
peake Academy science 
teacher Robin Blake recently 
addressed the Northern Neck 
Audubon Society at Lancaster 
Community Library.

Blake offered an overview 
of her participation in the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s 
Teachers on the Bay program 
and outlined the impact of 
the program on Chesapeake 
Academy’s curriculum and 
practice. Blake’s professional 
development was funded by 
the Audubon Society. 

Chesapeake Academy 
seventh- and eighth-grade 
students who have recently 
returned from the Seacamp 
Field Study also presented 
interactive Seacamp Sym-
posium workshops for the 
audience that were engaging, 
authentic and focused on con-
servation of estuarine areas. 

“Creating a model of ero-
sion buffers to protect a sand 
beach helped participants 
to understand the real world 

Teacher and students address Audubon Society

From left, students Philip Haynie, Eden Stander and 
Elizabeth Stanley present their Seacamp Research 
projects to the Northern Neck Audubon Society.

problem solving involved in 
service projects that Chesa-

peake Academy students are 
doing around the area,” said 

Blake. “Everyone learns best 
with authentic problem-based 
projects!” 

Abby Souders and Philip 
Haynie presented “Algal 
Bloom Doom,” an original 
play exploring nutrient water 
pollution’s impact on marine 
ecosystems and engaging the 
audience to use what they 
learned in a ripping game of 
Bingo.

Adair Stanley and Eden 
Stander presented “Conser-
vation Station,” exploring the 
role conservation awareness 
plays and the group checked 
their audience for compre-
hension by playing Trashca-
ball. 

Elizabeth Stanley and Jack 
Porter presented “It’s a Win/
Win, Maybe?,” exploring 
how symbiotic relationships 
impact species in different 
ecosystems changing the way 
the organisms live together 
and the students followed it up 
with a Kahoot quiz to rehearse 
the material presented. 

Kilmarnock
Garden Club 
members attend 
88th convention

Rocking the chairs
While a few picnic tables are provided for the Music by the River concerts at Belle Isle State 
Parks, most folks bring their own chairs, or blankets.  WildFlower Honey (above) entertained 
the crowd last Saturday. Band members from left are Landon Clark, Claiborne Dingledine, 
Allyson Childress and Ryan Faulkner. Upcoming concerts, sponsored by the Friends of Belle 
Isle, will include Beer Money on June 10 and the U.S. Navy’s Country Current on June 17. 
Concerts will begin at 6 p.m. in the picnic area at the park, 1632 Belle Isle Road, Lancaster. A $4 
parking fee is payable at the front gate. Picnics are encouraged. There are organized activities 
for the children. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Because the Rappahannock Record office will be closed for 
the Memorial Day holiday Monday, May 29, some deadlines 
will be altered for next week’s paper.

Display advertisements, normally due by 5 p.m. Monday, 
should be submitted Friday. Ads submitted as a portable docu-
ment format (PDF) can be accepted until 10 a.m. Tuesday.

Other deadlines on Tuesday remain unchanged. Classified 
advertisements and news items are due by noon.

Record office closed Monday
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

As I hope every school-age child knows, 
the Northern Neck produced three of the 

first five U.S. Presidents, Washington, Madi-
son and Monroe, although all three left at an 
early age and made their marks on history 
elsewhere. Washington and Monroe were 
born in Westmoreland County, not far from 
the Potomac River, and Madison in King 
George on the shores of the Rappahannock 
at Port Conway.

Last Saturday my Good Wife and I, con-
centrating on Madison, traveled up to Orange 
County to visit his newly restored home, 
“Montpelier.” The property is owned by the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation and 
administered by a foundation that has under-
taken the restoration. 

Madison died there in 1836, and is buried 
with his wife, Dolley, on the grounds of 
the plantation in the family cemetery. From 
1901 until 1983 the property was owned by 
the William duPont family and was left to 
the National Trust by Marion duPont Scott 
upon her death in 1983. I first visited the 
estate shortly thereafter, when its appearance 
reflected more of the duPont heritage than 
that of the Madisons. 

The brick mansion was covered in stucco 

and had been enlarged extensively with 
wings and additional stories, the most memo-
rable feature of which was the added Tack 
Room in the Art Deco style. That feature 
and a neo-classical ballroom now have been 
reinstalled in the visitor center as surviving 
testimonies of the duPont period. The land-
scape remained in the duPont configuration, 
reflecting the family’s interest in horse racing 
and being peppered with numerous Sears 
Roebuck-style farm buildings from the early 
20th century. All evidence of the homes of 
the slaves was gone and the only Madison-
era surviving outbuilding was the neoclassi-
cal domed icehouse.

That situation changed after 1997 with the 
death of Paul Mellon, the philanthropist son 

of Andrew Mellon, the former Secretary of 
the Treasury and founder of the National Gal-
lery of Art, who left $20 million for the res-
toration of Montpelier. The work began soon 
thereafter and has afforded a great oppor-
tunity for the public to witness the work in 
progress. 

The stucco has been removed exposing 
the original brick façade, the duPont addi-
tions deleted and the interior returned to the 
rooms’ original dimensions. Today the visitor 
sees the house largely as James and Dolley 
Madison lived in it, augmented by the addi-
tion of a number of Madison family antiques. 
The grounds retain the extensive formal 
duPont brick walled garden and slave dwell-
ings are being reconstructed on their origi-
nal sites, interestingly showing the different 
living conditions between the domestic work-
ers and those who labored in the fields.

We lingered in the house and inspected the 
slave dwellings that were open to the public 
and then embarked on a three-mile hike 
along the paths of the James Madison Land-
mark Forest, a repository of old growth trees 
and other vegetation that presents nature in 
its most pristine state. Beyond the Landmark 
Forest is a managed forest area that demon-

strates what can be achieved through proper 
forest stewardship.

Over the 30 years that Montpelier has 
been open for public visitation, I have made 
the tour four times, the last being nine years 
ago when the mansion was undergoing its 
restoration. This time was different from the 
others, not as much due to the completion of 
the structural work and the new presentation 
of the home, but more because of the added 
presence of the slave quarters. 

 To visit the home of the Father of the U.S. 
Constitution and principal author of the Bill 
of Rights, and be confronted directly with 
the reduced conditions in which his hundred 
slaves lived in juxtaposition to his own life-
style leaves one with dichotomous memories 
upon departure. Madison envisioned the Con-
stitution in his book-lined study above the 
entrance hall at Montpelier, but nearly two 
centuries would pass before the descendants 
of his slaves could enjoy the full freedoms 
that he described in universal terms. Perhaps 
his true legacy rests in his having conceived 
of a document that one day could make such 
a course possible. 

Today’s visit to Montpelier is memorable 
in many respects.

Today the visitor sees the 
house largely as James and 
Dolley Madison lived in it, 
augmented by the addition 
of a number of Madison 
family antiques.

Focal Point

Reflections over Mill Creek

Photo by Doreen Hamblet

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Early one morning in mid-February 
1968 three men prepared to perform a 
ritual which is routinely conducted on 
U.S. Marine Corps. installations around 
the world: raising the American flag.

For these men, however, the exercise 
would be anything but routine. They 
knew that they had less than 30 seconds 
to complete their task and take cover 
before coming under enemy fire. 

These Marines were members of a 
rifle company occupying a hill overlook-
ing the Khe Sanh combat base and criti-
cal to its defense. After making several 
unsuccessful assaults to capture the hill, 
North Vietnamese troops surrounded it 
and resorted to artillery and mortars to 
blast the Marines off. The company was 
under siege; after pulling in their patrols 
and outposts, the men dug in.

They were completely surrounded 
with no hope of reinforcement or 
withdrawal. There was a shortage of 
water and rations (but not ammunition) 
because bad weather hindered helicopter 
resupply flights. Those factors, plus the 
combination of crowded living condi-
tions, daily salvos of artillery and mortar 
rounds and frequent attempts by the 
enemy to penetrate the defensive lines at 
night created a sense of helplessness and 
frustration. 

Company commander Capt. Wil-
liam H. Dabney, a native of Gloucester, 
Virginia Military Institute graduate and 
seasoned troop leader, knew that such 
circumstances would have a devastat-
ing effect on morale and he looked 

constantly for ways to keep spirits up. 
One idea he had was to conduct the 
traditional ceremony for raising the flag 
each morning—a gesture of defiance and 
“stick in the eye” for the North Vietnam-
ese to let them know that the Marines 

were still there and that their spirits were 
not breaking.

Someone at Khe Sanh came up with a 
battered bugle and shortly after daybreak 
several days later, three men bolted from 
a bunker; while two men clipped a flag 
onto a 15-foot radio antenna, Lt. Owen 
Mathews of Richmond blew a hasty ren-
dition of “to the colors” on the bugle. 

After rendering a crisp salute, they 
raced back to the bunker just as the 
mortar rounds began falling—the men 
knew from experience that after appear-
ing in the open, they had about 20 to 25 
seconds before the rounds would land. 
That evening, they reversed the proce-
dure: lowered the antenna and unclipped 

the flag while the bugler blew “retreat.”
When a national wire service ran a 

story about the ceremony, donated flags 
and letters poured into Khe Sanh from 
across the country. Dabney said one 
came from the widow of a World War II 
vet who sent the flag which had covered 
her husband’s casket, along with a note 
that said she knew he would approve of 
its being put to good use instead of gath-
ering dust on a shelf. Letters of support 
were received from a couple of veteran 
Marines who had fought on Iwo Jima 
when the flag was raised there in 1945. 

The men decided to send the flags 
they took down in the evening, some of 
which had been torn by shrapnel, to the 
families of their former comrades who 
had been killed on the hill.

“We were never without volunteers for 
that ceremony,” recalled Dabney. “They 
were proud of the flag and of them-
selves.”

He and his men spent 77 days on Hill 
881 before the siege was broken in mid-
April. They raised and lowered the flag 
every day until the morning they left—a 
seemingly routine ritual that had taken 
on a special meaning. 

Bolling Williamson of White Stone 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1960-67. 
He is a 1960 graduate of Virginia Military 
Institute. Although he didn't serve on the 
hill with Capt. William H. Dabney, he 
knew him well and got to know several of 
the men who were with him on the hill.

For this Memorial Day tribute, he 
referenced “Hill 881-South” Military.
com. “Hill 882S and the Super Gaggle” 
mca-marines.org/gazette/2005/04/hill-
881s-and-super-gaggle.

A special flag raising ceremony
by Bolling Williamson

I think it’s a safe bet that if 
you asked any high school, or 
even middle school, student 
who has taken a basic civics 
or government class, what the 
role and attributes of a good 
representative to the Virginia 
House of Delegates are, they 
would say a good delegate rep-
resents the views and concerns 
of their constituents and serves 
as our voice in the legislature. 

Sadly, that same student 
wouldn’t find an example of 
that attribute in our own repre-
sentative to the House of Del-
egates, Margaret Ransone.

Last week, a local non-par-
tisan organization, Rappah-
annock Indivisible – We the 
People, held a forum for can-
didates for the 99th District 
House of Representatives seat. 
The forum offered a chance for 
candidates to engage in a civil 
dialogue on issues important 
to the constituents they seek to 
represent.

Rappahannock Indivisible 
extended invitations to the two 
Democratic candidates facing 
off in the June 13 primary and 
to the incumbent, Del. Ran-
sone. The Democrats, Francis 
Edwards and Vivianne "Viv" 
Messner, accepted the invita-
tion and participated in the 
forum. Ms. Ransone, on the 
other hand, did not attend nor 

Where was
Del. Ransone?

did she bother to respond to 
repeated invitations to attend. 
In fact, one invitation to the 
forum was sent via certified 
mail, but was returned marked 
“Refused to accept."

It’s unfortunate that Del. 
Ransone wasn't interested in 
participating in an opportunity 
to engage in a discussion of 
the issues or letting the group 
know that she would not be 
able to make the event. Instead, 
she appears to hold the views 
and concerns of her constitu-
ents in such contempt that she 
or her staff couldn’t be both-
ered to even open an envelope 
and provide the simple cour-
tesy of a response.   

Loretta Borostovik,
White Stone

Be you a From-here, Come-
here, Been-here or Visitor-
here, you should definitely 
go to the Rappahannock Art 
League Studio Gallery on Main 
Street in Kilmarnock to experi-
ence James Wharton's 1920-
1930 films. Approximately 900 
people have already viewed the 
continuously running films.

The movies have been run-
ning during May. The last day 
is Saturday, May 27, so do not 
delay. You might just see your 
cousin dancing for May Day, 
your grandmother crabbing or 
that lovely old home down the 

Witness our history

road which you have always 
admired. You will most surely 
see many happy, inventive and 
industrious Northern Neck 
people at work and play.

If you are here now, you 
should see how they lived back 
then. Be aware of the area's 
proud history.

Agnes Carter,
White Stone

The Resource: The capacity 
of the Taylorsville Basin, the 
total amount of gas expected 
to be recovered, is not large 
enough to merit its develop-
ment. What happens when the 
well runs dry, the "boom-and-
bust" cycles of the industry. 
Our country has remained the 
world's largest producer of 
both crude oil and natural gas 
since 2013.

The Region: The North-
ern Neck is dependent on two 
industries—agriculture and 
seafood. Both these depend 
on large, guaranteed quanti-
ties of uncontaminated water. 
Air and groundwater pollution 
are major concerns of fracking, 
particularly methane gas emis-
sions that are not regulated 
and ground-water contamina-
tion from unknown chemicals 
injected deep underground. 

Fracking is a
bad idea based 
on Rs of learning

Also, one needs to consider the 
nature of a continuous, 24-hour 
per day, large-scale industrial 
operation—the noise levels 
and lighting, the heavy trans-
port requirements and continu-
ously operating compressors, 
pumps and haulage equipment. 

The Regulations: Virginia is 
a minor player in the produc-
tion of natural gas. In 2015, it 
contributed less than one-half 
of one percent of the total U.S. 
gas production, with 83% of 
this production coming from 
coal bed methane gas, CBM. 
Virginia was one of the early 
developers of CBM technology 
in the 1960s. However, CBM 
gas is produced from shallow, 
horizontal porous coal seams 
and represents a different 
technology than gas recovered 
from fracking the deep, tight 
and dense shale formations. 
Critical fracking issues include 
state-of-the art rule-making, 
inspections and enforcement, 
real-time monitoring tech-
niques and site remediation—
all very costly involving highly 
trained personnel.

J. Harrison Daniel, PhD, PE
Lottsburg

We would like to thank 
friends and neighbors for help-
ing us look for Bocephus, who 
has been missing since May 6 

Help Bo find
his way home

from the Lancaster Courthouse 
area.

Bo is a 3-year-old golden 
retriever mix weighing about 
65 pounds. He has white front 
paws and a white patch on his 
chest. He was wearing a blaze 
orange collar with a Lancaster 
County dog tag.

We checked local shelters 
and animal hospitals. Local 
radio stations have announced 
him missing on their lost and 
found. The Rappahannock 
Record published an ad with 
picture and a reward is offered!

We have put flyers in every 
post office from Mollusk to 
White Stone. Even with Face-
book, we have not had any luck 
finding him. Bocephus is not 
just a pet, he is family.

If anyone has seen him, 
please call 436-7984 or 761-
4235. If you have Bo, please do 
the right thing, make the call 
so Bo can come home to his 
family that loves and misses 
him.

Charlene and Monty Hurst,
Lancaster

I get the paper late out in 
Longmont, Colorado, but 
noticed a recent post by a Ms. 
Nunn regarding the 1965 pro-
duction of "Chesapeake Acad-
emy Days" play. I played Perry 
in that production. I guess I 
was 9.

Inspired by play

Ms. Nunn was the very 
glamorous Ms. Primrose, who 
was revealed at the end to be 
the thief of the portrait. I dis-
covered the knife that cut the 
painting from the frame.

What a wonderful time—I 
do recall that there was a white 
man who was in blackface 
(1965, but still no excuse), who 
sang the funniest song in the 
show: "You Got to Butter Up 
Virginians…if you want them 
to agree with you, stop and 
shoot the breeze with you ..."

There was the grand chorus 
song: "At the Chesapeake 
Academy!  Yes, sir - Yes, ma'm, 
Chesapeake Academy - That's 
me!"

We drank tea out of the prop 
whiskey bottle and shocked 
one another that we would dare 
to drink whiskey!

The final thing I recall from 
that production was the refer-
ence to Ms. Primrose's beau 
driving a Stevens Duryea 
motor vehicle, which helped 
prompt my lifelong interest in 
vintage cars.

I also recall I managed to get 
a huge laugh with my shocked 
over-reaction to the school 
headmaster calling me to pay 
attention - That huge laugh 
helped me to pursue a long his-
tory of showbiz that still gives 
me joy.

Viva Chesapeake!
Peter Johnson, 

Longmont, Colo.
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NEW POST OFFICE  
IN WEEMS?…

USPS Rep at  
General District Courtroom

Lancaster Courthouse
Thursday, May 25, 7:00 PM

M I S S I N G
Male golden retriever mix 

with white front paws.  
3 years old wearing a blaze 

orange collar, lost in the 
Lancaster Court House area. 

If found, please call 

804-436-7984 
REWARD OFFERED

“BO”

Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

k h k d

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!oon

June
Places to go and things  

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
All aboard for an eco-tour

Bargain-hunting and fabulous finds

Marinas

Monday-Friday 9 am - 3 pm 
Saturday 10 am - 3 pm

804-436-6728
50 East Church St., Kilmarnock

DAVE’S TRADING
COMPANY

Guns, Ammunition 
and Gunsmithing Services

MILITARY & LAW ENFORCEMENT DISCOUNT 

Gold & Silver, Swords/Knives, Militaria    

Buy-Sell-Trade

Do you remember?
This photo, submitted by Bill Haydon, shows (from left) his 
uncle, Gilliam Haydon, and dad, Earl Haydon, somewhere in 
Germany during World War II. They were in different units 
but connected in 1943, said Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service 
of the Kilmarnock Museum.

(Reprints from the May 26, 
1927, issue of the Rappahannock 
Record)

LOCAL MENTION
The sale closing out men's 

department at Hazel Department 
Store continues. Mr. Kramer is 
in Baltimore purchasing goods at 
this time (Wednesday). 

Mrs. C. L. Keane of Ditchley 
has been very ill but is improving 
we are glad to state.

Dance at Old Dominion Beach 
every Thursday and Saturday 
nights. Good music always on 
hand. See ad today.

Mrs. T. S. Brent has returned 
from Baltimore where she has 
been receiving hospital treatment. 
We are glad to know she is now 
improving.

The many friends of Dr. T. S. 
Dunaway will be glad to know 
he is spending this week in 
Smithfield, Va. He preached last 
for those whom he had served 
for over fifteen years. May he be 
spared to make many such visits.

Mrs. R. L. Ficklin spent Tues-
day evening with Mrs. L. D. Cot-
tingham.

Mr. T. W. Bonner has a cement 
walk and his bungalow is 
improved with awnings.

Mr. W. E. Smither has beauti-
fied his porch with a new coat of 
paint.

After spending the winter in 
Baltimore Mrs. Henry Fedder and 
children have joined Mr. Fedder 

here and are being welcome by 
their many friends.

Mrs. J. T. Wayman returned 
from Baltimore Wednesday.

Mrs. Mary Lizzie Brent and 
Mrs. Pat Elmore were dinner 
guest of Miss Mag Tapscott 
Tuesday.

Dr. Goodwin of Warsaw will 
preach the baccalaureate sermon 
in the Baptist Church Sunday 
night, May 29, and on account of 
which the B.Y.P.U. will hold its 
meeting Sunday morning after 
Sunday School.

Mrs. George Gresham has as 
her guest this week her sister, 
Mrs. R. Lyell Ficklin of Otto-
man.

Mr. A. B. Acree, Mrs. L. D. 
Cottingham and others attended 
the Northern Neck Sunday 
School Convention held at Cor-
rottoman Baptist Church today.

Our popular young barber Mr. 
Harry Brent has purchased from 
the Haynie Motor Company a 
Pontiac coach.

We are glad to see Dr. Atwell 
of Wicomico Church, who was 
a pleasant caller at the Record 
office Monday.

Messrs. E. G. McKenney, Otis 
Crowther, and Francis Shehigh 
motored to Richmond last Sat-
urday where they attended a clay 
pigeon shoot. Mr. Shehigh was 
third high gun, breaking 46 out 
of 50.

We are glad to know that 
Mr. Ike Hudson of Irvington 

is getting along nicely after his 
recent operation for appendicitis 
at Mary Washington Hospital, 
Fredericksburg.

Messrs. Earl Webb and Meri-
dith Northern of Washington, 
D.C. motored down Sunday, 
returning Monday. They were 
accompanied on the return trip 
by Mrs. Earl Webb and two 
attractive children who have 
been spending some time with 
her mother here.

Mr. Everett Chase has been 
desperately ill for nearly a week 

with no change for the better 
apparently. We sincerely hope 
for him a speedy recovery.

Members and guests of 
the Kilmarnock Garden Club 
made their first pilgrimage on 
Tuesday when they motored 
to "Maymont" in Richmond 
city. The party carried a basket 
lunch and spent a most enjoy-
able day.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

First District Rep. Rob Wittman 
recently applauded House passage of 
H.R. 984, the Thomasina E. Jordan 
Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal Rec-
ognition Act of 2017, legislation that 
grants federal recognition to six Virginia 
Indian tribes. The bill passed by voice 
vote.

The legislation would grant federal 
recognition to the Chickahominy, the 
Eastern Chickahominy, the Upper Mat-
taponi, the Rappahannock, the Monacan 
and the Nansemond tribes. These tribes 
have received official recognition from 
the Commonwealth of Virginia but have 
faced barriers preventing them from 
receiving federal recognition because of 

gaps in official records.
"These 'first contact' tribes deserve 

equity and parity under the law—it is 
absolutely long overdue," said Rep. 
Wittman. "Federal recognition will 
acknowledge and protect historical and 
cultural identities of these tribes for the 
benefit of all Americans. It will also 
affirm the government-to-government 
relationship between the U.S. and the 
Virginia tribes and help create opportu-
nities to enhance and protect the well-
being of tribal members. I'm encouraged 
by today's strong vote in the House and 
hope the Senate acts on this bill soon."

The Virginia tribes lack formal trea-
ties with the U.S. Government because 

they made peace with England well 
before the establishment of the U.S. The 
Racial Integrity Act of 1924 also led to a 
“paper genocide,” which destroyed birth 
records, marriage certificates and land 
titles of Virginia’s tribes, denying them 
necessary evidence to gain recognition.

Federal recognition would grant Vir-
ginia’s tribes legal standing and status 
in relationships with the U.S. govern-
ment. This status would enable the tribes 
to pursue repatriation of historical and 
cultural artifacts, comment on federal 
agency actions that could affect their 
future and gain access to a number of 
federal programs that serve the other 
566 federally recognized tribes.

Rep. Wittman applauds House 
passage of Virginia Tribes Bill

The Lancaster County 
Republican Committee 
recently announced that a 
Mass Meeting will be held 
June 5 to nominate a Repub-
lican candidate for the First 
Magisterial District board of 
supervisors.

The meeting will be held at 
7 p.m. at the Chesapeake Bank 
Training Center, 51 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. Doors will 
open at 6 p.m. for registration.

Lancaster Republicans announce Mass Meeting 
to nominate District 1 candidate for supervisor

The committee voted May 
16 to hold the Mass Meet-
ing. A regular meeting of the 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee will follow the 
Mass Meeting. 

Gene Underwood, vice 
chairman and acting chairman, 
said the Mass Meeting is open 
to all qualified voters and resi-
dents of the First District who 
support the principles of the 
Republican Party. One does 

not need to be a member of 
the committee to participate, 
he said. 

To file as a candidate for 
the nomination, mail or hand 
deliver a letter of intent to 
Underwood, 35 Greenvale 
Creek Road, Lancaster, VA 
22503. The letter must be 
received by 5 p.m. Saturday, 
June 2.

Nominations by political 
party organizations must be 
made by June 13, according to 

state law. The nominee will be 
on the ballot in the November 
general election.

The First District seat will 
become vacant as incum-
bent Supervisor F. W. Butch 
Jenkins, a Republican, has 
announced his intention to 
retire from office.

Copies of the Call for the 
Mass Meeting will be avail-
able in full at va1gop.org, 
and virginia.gop/events, said 
Underwood.

YOUR LETTERS

Thank you for your article 
last week about the stream 
restoration projects under way 
in Kilmarnock.

While controlling pollu-
tion has done a great deal to 
restore the health of Chesa-
peake Bay, considerable 
physical damage has been 
done to streams, wetlands and 
marshes. Large roof areas and 
parking lots cause rainfall to 
run off quickly rather than 
soak into the soil, causing 
stream bank erosion. Eroded 
soil causes cloudiness in the 
water downstream, shades bay 
grasses and interferes with the 
gills of fish.

The Kilmarnock projects, 
like the oyster restoration 
project under way in Urbanna, 
are funded primarily by the 
U.S. EPA Chesapeake Bay 
Stewardship and Small Water-
shed Grants programs. These 
grants have funded hun-
dreds of restoration and pol-
lution control projects in 
the 64,000-square-mile bay 
watershed.

With the bay showing real 
signs of a turnaround, the 
administration’s proposal 
to zero out the $73 million 

Environment
in jeopardy

EPA appropriation for the 
Chesapeake is disturbing. Bay 
funding at the Department of 
Agriculture and the National 
Oceanographic and Atmo-
spheric Administration would 
be cut as well. Thankfully, 
Congressman Rob Wittman 
and Senators Warner and 
Kaine have urged that these 
funds be restored. 

However, the administra-
tion also proposed to cut 
30%+ from other clean water 
programs—the foundation on 
which the extra efforts towards 
bay restoration rest. If bay-
specific funds are maintained, 
but money for the underlying 
partnership of EPA and the 
states is cut, efforts to restore 
Virginia’s rivers, the Chesa-
peake and all the nation’s 
waters will suffer. Clean water 
is an economic driver—for 
commercial and recreational 
fishing, boating, tourism and 
the value of properties on and 
near the water.

I urge Lancaster and Mid-
dlesex residents to contact 
the White House and urge 
the administration to support 
clean water.

Bob Wayland, 
White Stone, 

former director, EPA Office of 
Wetlands, Oceans 

and Watersheds
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David J. Muron, MD,,

Ginger

Ginger’s story: riversideonline.com/orthostories

804-693-4645

Orthopedics

Gloucester resident Ginger Rowe’s 
knee pain made bending difficult. 
She credits Dr. Muron for her 
successful knee replacement and 
now, Ginger is back to the activity 
she loves, working in her yard. 

ABC Roofing
Ace Hardware
Anthony Hill 
Bay Design Group 
Bay Flooring 
Bert and Cliff  Welding 
Beasley Drywall
Cabinets To Go 
Chiefs Painting 
Church View Septic 
Commonwealth Painting
Danny’s Glass
Doggett Disposal
Doug Goodman, Crane Service 
Earth Resources
East River Construction
Eric Malmgren-IT 
Esquire Services 
Franklin Mechanical 
Geo Products 

Please stop by and say hello to Grace Ann at the Dixie Deli  
and Cathy Hemans at Cathy’s Unique Pursuits.

Jack and Janet Blunt would like to thank the following  
contractors and helpers who made the job easier in the construction of  our  

building at 232 N. Main Street. A special thanks to our project manager Hunter Hall 
for bringing the building in on time and on budget. 

Thanks

Hudson-Blunt Insurance 
Hunter Hall
J & T Hardwood Flooring 
James Beale, Landscaping 
Jerry Turner, Plumbing 
John A. Careatti, Engineering
John Sterritt, Masonry 
Kilmarnock Lettering 
Lamberth Building Materials
Lancaster County
Les Kilduff, Atty
Line-X
Mill End Carpet 
Moubray & Co.
Noblett, Inc. 
P B and J, Fire Protection 
Print Mgmt. Services
Pritchard & Fallin
R. W. Gordon Construction
Randall Kipp, Architect

Rappahannock Concrete
Rappahannock Lighting
Rappahannock Rentals
Raymond Booth, Fencing
Richmond Shower Door
River Glass
Sam Johnson, Painting
Scott McKinley
Simmons Drywall
Soil Evaluation Services
Stone 4 Kitchen
Superior Walls
Thomas Beasley, Construction
Town of  Kilmarnock
UFP Mid Atlantic
Urbanna Builders’ Supply
Veney’s Heating & Air
Webb’s Lawn Service
Wood Preservers

OPEN HOUSE
THE HARBOUR ON INDIAN CREEK

Barbara Bragg 804-436-6787
www.BraggCo.com

BRAGG    COMPANY&   

The Harbour on Indian Creek is a lovely waterfront 
community comprising fourteen paired residences and 
conveniently located just outside of Kilmarnock on 19 
beautifully landscaped acres. Recently completed is this 
3300 sq. ft. residence built with superb craftsmanship and 
offering maintenance-free living. There are three bedrooms 
and three and one-half baths with master suites on both 
the first and second levels both with luxurious baths. The 
second level master bedroom has a fireplace and French 
doors which lead to a second level porch. The large gourmet 
kitchen features custom cabinetry, center island, premium 
stainless steel appliances, gas cooktop and a wet bar with 
beverage center refrigerator. Just off the kitchen is the dining 
room with a fireplace. The living area with gas fireplace 
leads through Andersen French Doors to a wide waterside 
covered porch made of handmade cushwa brick which 
steps down to a separate brick patio. All bedrooms feature 
ensuite baths with tile, marble counter tops and upscale 
plumbing fixtures. There is a large light-filled bonus room 
accessible by a staircase just off the kitchen. Lovely views of 
Indian Creek with a protected harbor and a dock offering 5 
ft MLW only minutes from the Chesapeake Bay. There is a 
lovely community pool. Come enjoy maintenance-free living 
while exploring the Chesapeake Bay’s 7000 miles of shoreline 
or travel north and south on the intracoastal waterway.

OFFERED FOR $745,000

Directions: From VSH 3 turn onto VSH 650 (Fleets Bay Road) 
in one mile turn left into The Harbour on Indian Creek.  

See Bragg & Co. sign.

An annual survey led by 
researchers at the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science 
(VIMS) shows the abundance 
of underwater grasses in 
Chesapeake Bay increased 8% 
between 2015 and 2016, con-
tinuing an upward trend initi-
ated in 2012.

The increase makes 2016 
the second consecutive year 
since VIMS began its aerial 
survey in 1984 that the bay-
wide acreage of submerged 
aquatic vegetation (SAV) has 
reached a new high. A total 
of 97,433 acres of SAV were 
mapped in Chesapeake Bay 
during 2016.

Professor Robert “JJ” Orth, 
head of the SAV Monitor-
ing and Restoration Program 
at VIMS, said, “It was an 
impressive year, following on 
a previously impressive year. 
We are at numbers that we 
have not seen in—ever.”

The increase comes despite 
weather conditions and secu-
rity restrictions that prevented 
acquisition of aerial imagery 
for portions of the Potomac 
River. 

“Even though we were 
unable to map a couple of 
areas that we know have a lot 
of SAV, we are remarkably 
still above the 2015 baywide 
levels,” said Orth.

David Wilcox, a geographic 
information systems (GIS) 
analyst in the SAV program 
at VIMS, noted that substitut-
ing 2015 data for the areas not 
mapped in 2016 would bring 
the baywide total to just short 
of 100,000 acres—10,000 

acres above the Bay Program’s 
interim restoration goal of 
90,000 acres by 2017. 

That estimate is “a little 
conservative, since coverage 
everywhere else in that area 
increased from 2015 to 2016,” 
added Wilcox.

Underwater bay grasses 
are critical to the bay ecosys-
tem. They provide habitat and 
nursery grounds for fish and 
blue crabs, serve as food for 
animals such as turtles and 
waterfowl, clear the water by 
reducing wave action, absorb 
excess nutrients, and reduce 
shoreline erosion. They are 
also an excellent measure of 
the Bay’s overall condition 
because their health is closely 
linked to water quality.

VIMS tracks the abundance 
of underwater grasses as an 
indicator of bay health for the 
Chesapeake Bay Program, 
the federal-state partnership 
established in 1983 to moni-
tor and restore the Bay eco-
system. VIMS researchers 
estimate the acreage of under-
water grasses through aerial 
surveys flown from late spring 
to early fall.

Nick DiPasquale, Director 
of the Chesapeake Bay Pro-
gram, said the VIMS report 
“further supports our assess-
ment that we’ve reached a 
tipping point for numer-
ous indicators that we use to 
determine watershed health. 
The ecosystem is responding 
to the pollution-control mea-
sures that jurisdictions have 
implemented: controlling 
discharges from wastewater 

treatment plants, stormwater 
and agricultural runoff. These 
investments are showing their 
return in terms of environ-
mental improvement through-
out the watershed. What we 
are doing is working. We just 
need to do more of it.”  

For 2016, the VIMS team 
continued the practice—first 
introduced in 2013—of cate-
gorizing abundance using four 
different salinity zones, which 
are home to underwater grass 
communities that respond 
similarly to storms, drought 
and other growing conditions. 
Reporting abundance by salin-
ity zone makes it easier for 
scientists to connect changes 
in grass communities with 
changes in growing conditions 
through time. The 4 zones are 
tidal fresh, slightly salty (oli-
gohaline), moderately salty 
(mesohaline), and full salinity 
(polyhaline). 

The VIMS team attributes 
this year’s boost in the abun-
dance of underwater grasses 
primarily to a major expansion 
of widgeon grass in the Bay’s 
moderately salty waters.

“The increase for the meso-
haline is pretty impressive,” 
said Orth. “We started with a 
low in 2012 and it’s just been a 
meteoric rise through 2016. In 
fact, widgeongrass abundance 
in these areas has almost tri-
pled.”

Orth and Wilcox temper this 
positive trend by noting that 
widgeongrass is a “boom-or-
bust” species that has expe-
rienced sharp die-offs in past 
years.

“We keep waiting for the 
crash, but it hasn’t happened. 
Whether this is because the 
bay is getting warmer, making 
life comfortable for widgeon-
grass, we don’t know,” said 
Orth.

“We saw about a 50% 
decrease in widegeongrass in 
2003,” said Wilcox. “If that 
were to happen next year, our 
story would be very different. 
We have no idea, really, what 
drove that 2003 decrease.”

“It’s always the $64,000 
question: What is driving 
widgeongrass and why have 
we seen it persist for four or 
five years at very high levels?” 
added Orth.

Changes in the abun-
dance of underwater grasses 
between 2015 and 2016 in 
the bay’s other salinity zones 
was mixed. The oligohaline 
and polyhaline salinity zones 
saw a decrease, while abun-
dance in the tidal fresh zone 
increased slightly, likely a 
conservative estimate given 
the mapping issues mentioned 
previously. 

The VIMS team was unable 
to estimate changes in SAV 
abundance in Virginia’s 
coastal bays due to unfavor-
able weather conditions that 
precluded acquisition of aerial 
images in these areas during 
2016.

My brother-in-law wants to give 
a going away party for a musician 
friend of his. He, my sister, the musi-
cian and the musician’s wife (who 
are now divorced), were friends for 
many years.

My sister feels that the musician 
just “left his wife behind” in the 
divorce and she doesn’t want to par-
ticipate in a party for him. There is 
a new girlfriend in the picture, too, 
which has caused more animosity. 
My sister has stated she will either 
not attend or will publicly snub the 
man.

I like both of the now divorced 
couple and I am unsure as to 
whether to participate or not.

Betwixt and Between,
Federalsburg, Md.

Goodness! It sounds like a lot of fun, 
doesn’t it; a party where one of the hosts 
isn’t speaking to the guest of honor? That 
is the key—honor. 

If your sister feels too much animos-
ity toward the man your brother-in-law 
wishes to honor and she cannot honor 
him, she should not participate in the 
event. If she could say or feel nothing 
good about the musician, her presence 
would surely be like a noticeable dark 
cloud, making the atmosphere tense and 
awkward. 

You indicate she has mentioned leav-
ing the house if the girlfriend came. It 
would be better that she left beforehand 
and did something she enjoyed until the 
coast is clear. Her absence will probably 
be questioned, but saying, “a situation 
has arisen that made it impossible for her 

to be here” should suffice at the moment 
as an explanation to inquiring guests. 

As for you, dear B&B, we all do well 
to remember that none of us knows both 
sides of a story in such a broken rela-
tionship. Take into consideration your 
feelings about the guest of honor minus 
anything related to his divorce and then 
decide if you want to wish him well.

We must follow our hearts in this life, 
or else our hearts won’t let us rest. That 
is not a rule of etiquette—it is even more 
important than that.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because 
You Are Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions to her and 
she will respond as time and space allow. 
You may contact her at youarepolite1@
gmail.com and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite . . . 
                                               . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

Survey shows another good year for
Chesapeake Bay’s underwater grasses

The Northumberland County Democratic Party will hold a 
caucus to select a candidate(s) for the board of supervisors.

The caucus will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 30, 
at the Northumberland Public Library, 7204 Northumberland 
Highway, Heathsville.

Potential candidates may pre-file for a seat, said chairman 
Frank Kober. Nominations also will be taken at the caucus.

Democrats plan 
May 30 caucus
in Northumberland


