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FREDERICKSBURG—Grow-
ing from numerous small patches this 
spring to now one large patch, concrete 
surface replacement is progressing 
on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge.

Traffic crossing the bridge between 
Lancaster and Middlesex counties has 
been reduced to a single lane 24 hours 
a day as improvements are made to the 
bridge’s travel surface, reported Kelly 
Hannon of the Virginia Department of 
Transportation.

 Crews are removing areas of con-
crete deterioration on the bridge’s 
travel surface and replacing it with 
fresh concrete for a smoother ride. 
Route 3 traffic will be reduced to one 
lane until 8 p.m. Saturday, May 20.

An estimated 585 feet of the bridge’s 
travel surface will be replaced across 
both travel lanes. New concrete will be 
placed over approximately 5% of the 
bridge.

 “Scheduling an intensive replace-
ment of concrete on the bridge’s travel 
surface will let us deliver a better ride 
for drivers and reduce the number of 
daily, temporary repairs that can lead 
to unscheduled travel delays,” said 
Annette Adams, P.E., VDOT’s struc-
ture and bridge engineer, Fredericks-
burg District. “We are grateful to the 

KILMARNOCK—Hometown Heroes ban-
ners will return to Kilmarnock streets just before 
Memorial Day.

The banners will be shown to the donating 
families and the public at a “preview party” 
beginning at 3 p.m. Saturday, May 20, at Town 
Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

“We encourage the public to come and recog-
nize these veterans, their families and the con-
tribution they made to our country,” said Mayor 
Mae Purcell Umphlett.

Twenty-two additional banners will be added 
to the 112 banners that hung throughout the 
downtown area in 2016.

“Our merchants will have them hung in theirs 
windows along with the ones hanging from our 

light poles,” said Umphlett. The preview party 
features music, memorabilia and an opportunity 
for families to take pictures with the banner of 
their loved one.

“I thought this was a great idea that a citizen 
brought to me,” said Umphlett. “Local resident 
Laura Stoddard was visiting Prince Edward 
Island, Canada, and saw some very basic banners 
with pictures of members of the military, and she 
thought we could do something similar. Many in 
our community are veterans or had family mem-
bers who served and we thought this would be an 
appropriate tribute. I thought we could do even 
better.” 

Mayor Umphlett’s uncle was killed in action 
during the Battle of the Bulge in World War II. 

Although she had never met him, she remembers 
how fondly her grandmother and father spoke of 
Garland Purcell.

“I thought it was important to honor these vet-
erans and I hope visitors will enjoy these trib-
utes to the men and women who contributed so 
much with their service to our country. They are 
from our immediate area and also from across 
this great country of ours and now we proudly 
showcase them in Kilmarnock. While many have 
passed away, others are living here in our com-
munity,” she said. “We are proud of them all.” 

Veterans do not have to be from Kilmarnock, 
but each one has a connection to the town in 

Virginia Department of Transportation employees (above) earlier this week 
busted up sections of old concrete on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge. Contractor M. D. Miller will install new concrete on the steel grid 
deck. Photo by Madison White Franks

5% of Norris Bridge getting new surface

KILMARNOCK—A major sedi-
ment reduction and stream restora-
tion project is coming to a success-
ful end in Kilmarnock this week, 
according to planning and zoning 
administrator Marshall Sebra. 

He indicated there was a problem 
with erosion, calling for improve-
ments at two sites. The project to 
install pollution reduction features 
and restore streams was funded by 
grants.

Many sites within the town were 
developed prior to the consider-
ation of stormwater runoff and its 
effects on water quality. A project 
description document indicated that 
impervious cover from these sites, 
including buildings, parking lots 
and driveways, transport a variety 
of contaminants that may degrade 
water quality.

Over time, the volume of water 
that has run off has created areas of 
severe sediment erosion.

Sebra said the town wanted to do 
its part beyond future development 
and redevelopment to serve as an 
example of what a locality can do to 
protect and enhance water quality.

Project expenses totaled approxi-
mately $374,000, however there is 
no cost to the town, said Sebra. 

“By stopping the erosion prob-
lem...we can reduce pollution into 
the Rappahannock and the Chesa-
peake Bay,” said Richard Moncure 
of Friends of the Rappahannock. 

Ecotone Inc. workers place boulders to aid in preventing erosion at the Sal’s site during the construction phase of 
the stream restoration project in Kilmarnock. Photo by Madison White Franks

Major stream restoration project nears completion in Kilmarnock

CLARAVILLE—Javornda Ashton 
last week was appointed principal at 
Northumberland Middle School for 
the 2017-18 academic year starting 
July 1, according to superintendent 
Dr. Holly Wargo.

Ashton is vice principal at Nor-
thumberland High School. She 
replaces Peggy Myrick, who retired 
after long term medical leave.

Ashton received her bachelor’s in 
electrical engineering technology and 
master’s in education leadership from 
Old Dominion University.

“We are very pleased to be able 
to promote our high school assistant 
principal to the position of middle 
school principal,” said superintendent 
Dr. Holly Wargo. “Mrs. Ashton has 
worked very hard for this opportu-
nity. She demonstrated leadership not 
only as a classroom teacher, but as a 
building administrator as well.  She 
puts in countless hours to ensure the 
success of our students. We could not 
be happier.”  

community for their patience with the 
work

 On Sunday evening, Virginia 

Department of Transportation bridge 
crews began to remove temporary 
asphalt patches and deteriorated con-

crete. This work was expected to take 
several days to complete.

The Norris Bridge has a steel grid 
deck, which is coated with a concrete 
travel surface. Concrete is applied over 
the steel grid deck to protect it from 
corrosion and provide a smoother ride 
for motorists.

As crews remove the existing con-
crete over a portion of the bridge, driv-
ers will briefly travel directly on the 
steel grid deck in the affected area. The 
steel grid deck has a rougher ride than 
the concrete travel surface.

Later in the week, contractor crews 
will install new concrete over the steel 
grid deck.

The concrete deterioration on the 
travel surface does not impact the 
structural integrity of the bridge. It is 
being repaired to maintain the travel 
surface for motorists. The steel grid 
bridge deck beneath the concrete is 
sound.

Ongoing work for the Norris Bridge 
painting project will be coordinated 
with the travel surface repairs. All 
painting and travel surface work next 
week will occur within the same lane 
closure. The activation of temporary 
traffic signals for the painting work 
zone have been postponed. New signal 
activation dates will be announced.

Javornda Ashton

Ashton named 
NMS principal

by Audrey Thomasson

Preview party to showcase 2017 Hometown Heroes banners

A formal plan began in 2013 to 
begin the process of improving 
Kilmarnock’s stormwater runoff at 
two prioritized sites. The first loca-
tion, the Sal’s site, is in a wooded 
area between 466 and 488 North 
Main Street. James Beane and 
Richard Russell own the property. 
The runoff from some 11.57 acres 
of land flows through this one loca-
tion. The second site is adjacent 
to Lancaster Middle School at 
85 School Street. The property is 
owned by the Town of Kilmarnock 
and Northern Neck LLC and runoff 
from 17 acres flows through this 
location. Both sites are within the 

Eastern Branch of the Corrotoman 
River Watershed. 

“The head cuts in Kilmarnock 
were created by many years of 
runoff from impervious surfaces 
in and around the town and were 
continually getting bigger as more 
erosion occurred,” said nonpoint 
source specialist Sam Johnson of 
the Northern Neck Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

This project will reduce sediment 
and nutrient pollution by stabilizing 
and reshaping nearly 1,000 linear 
feet of headwater stream reaches, 
which is expected to cause reduc-
tions of 812 tons per year of sedi-

ment, 706 pounds per year of total 
nitrogen and 280 pounds per year of 
phosphorus.

The project also will improve 
groundwater and surface water 
hydrology by slowing down water 
runoff, increasing infiltration and 
creating wetlands. It will reduce 
risks to infrastructure and safety 
by stabilizing channels and reduc-
ing stormwater runoff velocity 
and improve physical habitat for a 
headwater biotic community. This 
project will preserve existing native 
vegetation and provide transferable 
materials for other regional restora-
tion efforts and provide educational 

by Madison White Franks lessons by conducting events for 
various groups and students. 

The contractor on the project, 
Ecotone Inc., indicated that there 
are 500 tons of boulder type rocks 
and 250 tons of smaller rip rap 
between the two sites. 

“This size project is significant 
and we have not seen a practice of 
such scope in the area before. We 
applaud the town for making such 
an effort to protect water quality,” 
said Johnson. 

Sebra said the project has been 
an educational experience for local 
sixth-grade classes. Their envi-
ronmental science lesson included 
hands on experience with erosion 
and how stormwater can contribute 
pollutants into the water. 

This shows how a locality can 
step in and help protect water qual-
ity, said Sebra. 

“Kilmarnock is embracing and 
showcasing that they are a premiere 
river town,” said Moncure. 

Organizations that have supported 
and have been a part of this project 
are the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, Ecosystem Services, 
Ecotone Inc., Virginia Department 
of Environmental Equality, Friends 
of the Rappahannock, Center for 
Watershed Protection, the North-
ern Neck Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District, Friends of Lancaster, 
Northern Neck Planning District 
Commission, Virginia Department 
of Transportation and Lancaster 
County. 

HOMETOWN HEROES, continued on page A2
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some way. There are vet-
erans from World War I to 
Desert Storm, husbands and 
wives, fathers and sons, best 
friends and even a Marine 
who served with a decorated 
Marine horse in the Korean 
conflict. 

Each banner is donated by 
family members who shared 
stories about each veteran 
and his or her service. The 
town provides the hardware 
to display the banners and the 
manpower for installation.

A story booklet, based on 
the families’ information, 
serves as a walking tour map 
of the banners.

“The booklets were a huge 
hit and help the families and 
the public learn more about 
the contributions of these 
hometown heroes and the 

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board on May 9 
voted itself a pay raise. 

“The state allows the board 
to raise its salary under certain 
conditions and this board meets 
those conditions. That salary 
increase would take effect in 
January (2018). There are two 
members going off the board 
and that is one of the condi-

tions,” said District 5 school 
board member and chairman 
Robert Westbrook. 

Westbrook moved to increase 
the salary to be comparable 
with other boards. It would 
increase the salary to $6,000 
for board members and $7,000 
for the school board chairman, 
he said. 

School board members cur-
rently are compensated $3,000 
and the chairman, $4,000.

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster 
County Public Schools has 
named Lisa Hudnall as the divi-
sion-wide Teacher of the Year. 

Hudnall teaches the three-year-
old class at the primary school. 
She will retire at the end of the 
school year. 

“Lisa has such a way with 
those little guys and gals and to 
watch her work is amazing,” said 
superintendent Steve Parker, who 
made the announcement at the 
May 9 school board meeting. 

“This has just been wonder-
ful and I’ve been teaching for 35 
years. It’s for the kids...I am very 
honored,” said Hudnall. 

“I want to say thanks to Mrs. 
Hudnall...it’s difficult being a 
teacher when you have all these 
restrictions on not hugging the 
kids or show the kids affection 
and you know those teeny tiny 
kids need that and Mrs. Hudnall 
did that...it’s difficult for kids to 
go away from their parents and 

Terry “TSoul” Pinkard’s 
run on NBC’s “The Voice” 
ended Tuesday night when 
America did not vote him into 
the finals. 

TSoul, a native of Bur-
gess and a Northumberland 
High School graduate, had 
advanced to the semifinals 
and was one of eight con-
testants to perform Monday 
night for one of four spots in 

Lisa Hudnall named 
Teacher of the Year

Lisa Hudnall

by Madison White Franks

difficult for parents to let their 
kids go away and she made it so 
easy. It wasn’t fake, it was true 
love for what she did,” said board 
member Kenya Moody. 

The high school named media 
specialist Heather Houmis its 
Teacher of the Year; the middle 
school named physical educa-

tion teacher Megan Broske, and 
the primary school named third-
grade teacher Lisa Barton, who 
also will retire at the end of the 
school year. 

“I want to tell every single 
teacher how much they are 
appreciated...I would give you 
each an award. But I also want 
to say how much I appreciate 
the bus drivers and would like to 
include them in Teacher Appreci-
ation Week,” said board member 
Audrey Thomasson. 

“I am here to sing a praise for 
the school system and school 
division. I know that you all work 
very hard and many times you get 
criticized,” said Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie. 

He reported on his son who 
earned his associate’s before 
graduating from high school and 
will be going to Virginia Tech in 
the fall. 

“I just want to say thank you 
to the teachers who are here that 
helped guide him,” said McCra-
nie. 

School board doubles its salary
by Madison White Franks

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors will 
hold two public hearings on May 25. The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. at the County Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

The Virginia Department of Transportation will conduct a 
hearing on the Secondary Six-Year Plan for fiscal year 2018-23.

Supervisors will hear comments on an application for special 
exception from David J. and Pauline R. Dudley to place a single-
wide manufactured home on 2.895-acres. The property is zoned 
residential, R-1, and is off Haypit Lane and Moran Creek Road.

LANCASTER—Planning commission members for Lan-
caster County will elect officers at 7 p.m. tonight, May 18, at the 
County Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road.

Agenda items include discussion of zoning ordinance articles 
dealing with definitions, sign regulations, non-conforming uses, 
and general provisions.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning commis-
sion will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, May 18, in the Northumberland 
County Courts Building, 220 Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

The commission will discuss groundwater resources and water 
supply planning. 

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 23, at VMRC 
Headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport 
News.

Habitat permit applications are generally considered early in 
the meeting, followed by fisheries items. Hearings on proposed 
amendments to regulations are held no earlier than noon.

Among permit action set for Tuesday, Ammon G. Dunton Jr. 
and Charles A Zakaib request authorization to lease approxi-
mately 50 acres of oyster ground within the Eastern Branch of 
the Corrotoman River in Lancaster County. The application is 
protested by nearby residents.

Andrew Myles Cockrell and Andrew Dandridge Cockrell 
request authorization to lease approximately 1.30 acres of oyster 
ground within the Little Wicomico River in Northumberland 
County. The application is protested by an adjacent leaseholder.

Proposed regulation amendments set for hearing include a pro-
posal to make permanent emergency amendments that modified 
the time when an oyster harvester may pay the oyster resource 
user fee.

The VMRC on April 25 adopted an emergency regulation so 
eligible oyster license holders would not have to pay the code-
required user fee, $300 a year for harvesters, by April 30 this year 
in order to maintain their eligibility to harvest oysters next year. 
Instead, the user fee must be paid before harvesting but by the 
end of this calendar year at the latest. 

The proposed draft regulations may be viewed at VMRC Head-
quarters. Public comments on the proposals should be provided 
to Robert L. O’Reilly, VMRC Fisheries Management Division, 
2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, Virginia 
23607, by noon on Monday, May 22.

An article appearing last 
week referred to Jan Bates, 
who is ending her tenure 
as children’s program direc-
tor for the Northumberland 
Public Library. The article 
should have said, attendance 
by children at library programs 
has skyrocketed with a 700% 
increase in participation during 
Bates’ first year and continues 
to rise.

The Northumberland Public 
Library regrets the error.

Correction

Hometown Heroes
continued from page A1

location of their banner. This 
walking tour makes a great 
family event and is totally 
free,” said Umphlett. 

All banners will be dis-
played from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day this year. 

“I think it’s time to catch up 
and move forward and encour-
age people to run for the school 
board,” said District 3 school 
board member Audrey Thomas-
son. 

The motion passed 4-0, 
with support from District 2 
member Kenya Moody, District 
4 member Joan Gravatt, West-
brook and Thomasson. District 
1 member Robert Smart was 
absent.

Westbrook also moved to 
amend the superintendent’s con-
tract to represent a 3% increase, 
effective July 1.

Parker has not received a raise 
since being named superinten-
dent of schools in July 2014. 
The motioned passed, 4-0. His 
current salary is $130,000.

TSoul’s celebrity wave crashes
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The Agenda
Local Government News

■ Situational awareness
The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club will conduct the 

crime prevention and personal safety seminar “Refuse To Be A 
Victim” on Sunday, May 21, at the Chesapeake Bank Training 
Center, 75 School Street, Kilmarnock. Doors will open at 12:30 
p.m. and the program will conclude by 5 p.m.

The fee is $35, which includes all program materials and light 
refreshments. Pre-registration is required. On-line registration is 
available at the NRA Refuse To Be A Victim website, go.shr.
lc/2qPdzVQ; rprclub.com; or Heller, NNTRTBAV@gmail.com, 
or 410-5905.

NEWS BREAK

Series 62 by the river
Series 62 of Harrisonburg opened the 
Music by the River summer concert 
series at Belle Isle State Park on May 
13. From left above are Max Togie on 
drums, Jeff Crozier on guitar and Marc 
Togie on bass. The trio performed 
an eclectic mix of loud and rowdy 
rock and roll. At right, the 14-year-
old percussionist extraordinaire gets 
into a drum solo on Van Halen’s “Hot 
for Teacher.” They also played a few 
singalongs including Joe Walsh’s “Rocky 
Mountain Way.”  
The Music by the River series will 
continue from 6 to 8 p.m. on Saturdays 
May 20 with WildFlower Honey; June 
10, Beer Money; June 17, Country 
Current; July 8, Legacy; July 15, Out on 
a Limb; August 12, Whitetop Mountain 
Band; and  August 19, Southern Grace. 
The concerts are staged in the picnic 
area at the park, 1632 Belle Isle Road, 
Lancaster. 
If weather dictates, the concerts may 
be relocated. Call 462-5030 to confirm 
the site if it’s stormy. Photos by Robert 
Mason Jr.

RAL Studio Gallery
19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA and RCCF

The Lost Films 
of the Northern Neck

Art Talks, May 22, 1pm
May’s Art Talk will focus on the current exhibit at RAL, The 
Wharton Films Project. On view are recently discovered 16 
mm films taken by James Wharton during the 1920s and 
1930s.  Wharton was a local historian and filmmaker who 
captured the Northern Neck in his movies.
Speakers Joni Carter and Clyde Radcliffe will share the 
story of finding the films, the man who made them and the 
future plans for the films. 
These films are truly special. You don’t want to miss them.

next week’s finals. 
On Monday night’s live 

show, TSoul performed “Ain’t 
No Way” by Aretha Franklin. 
And after, his coach, country 
music singer and songwriter 
Blake Shelton, told TSoul 
“I’m so proud of you....Dude, 
you are in the semifinals right 
now. Congratulations.”

TSoul also performed a 
duet with fellow contestant 
Jesse Larson. The two sang 
Stevie Wonder’s “I Wish.”
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

America               
   Beautifulthe

The Northern Neck Orchestra Presents

America the Beautiful
Arranged by Carmen Dragon

Frostiana
Seven poems by Robert Frost
Set to music by Randall Thompson
with the Chesapeake Chorale

Symphony Number Two
Charles Ives

Saturday, June 3, 2017, at 7:30 p.m.
Lancaster County Middle School Theater, Kilmarnock

Tickets $25 online at 
northernneckorchestra.org or at the door.
Students always free with online reservation.

Under the Direction of Michael Repper
with the Chesapeake Chorale, directed by Cheryl Davis

Irvington Commons
Sunday, May 28

FREE Concert 2:00 pm

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

Bring your friends and family, picnics, lawn chairs, flags, and  
a desire to hear one of our country’s foremost military bands!

Presented by The Irvington Village Improvement Association
Free Hot Dogs and Chips Provided by Chesapeake Bank

Larry Carey
910.515.7431

J &
 L Treasures

Jack Field  
804.724.0808

careylarryva65@gmail.com or golfingjack@hotmail.com

2667 White Chapel Rd
Lively

We honor armed forces personnel. Show your military ID to 
receive a 20% discount through May 28, 2017. 

Special military memorabilia includes patches, buttons, ammo 
box, a Signal Corps slide projector, 1943 40 mm shells, etc. 

Furniture, home decor, nautical and so much more!

STORE HOURS
FRI. 10AM-3PM 
SAT. 10AM-3PM 
SUN. 10AM-3PM

EVERY SUNDAY, 4-7 P.M.

SUNDAY 
SUPPER
at the Kilmarnock Inn

Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers seeks information regarding a 
recent larceny.

On May 8, the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office took a 
report of larceny at 92 Church 
Prong Lane, Weems.

Stolen from the property were 
two large bronze statues that had 
been displayed in the yard. The 
statues depict a baseball pitcher 
and catcher. 

The pitcher stands 6 feet tall 
and the catcher is approximately 
4 feet 5 inches tall. 

These statues are very heavy 
and the cost of these items and 
their bases total about $40,800.

These two statues were last 
seen March 28. 

In order for the statues to be 
moved there had to be a truck or 
trailer involved. 

Report related information to 
Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers at 462-7463. You do not have 
to give your name or appear 
in court. Crime Solvers pays 
rewards up to $1,000. All infor-
mation is confidential.

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported charges against eight 
individuals.
Felonies

Rashad J. Foote, 28, of 
Wilson Lane was charged May 
10 with felony forcible sodomy 
and abduction for immoral pur-
poses.

Elton T. Cockrell, 34, of 
Richtown Road was charged 
May 10 with two felony counts 
of grand larceny.

Douglas R. Broadus, 21, of 
Deep Water Drive was charged 
May 12 with two felony counts 
of carnal knowledge of a child 
13-15 and six counts of con-
tributing to the delinquency of 
a minor.
Misdemeanors

A Cardinal woman, 34, was 
charged May 10 with contempt 
of court.

A Western Branch Road 
man, 27, was charged May 10 
with contempt of court. 

A Gloucester man, 22, was 
charged May 11 with destruc-
tion of property.

A Merry Point Road man, 21, 
was charged May 14 with con-
tempt of court. 

A Christ Church Road man, 
22, was charged May 14 with 
failing to appear on a misde-
meanor charge.
Activity report

May 8: Staff responded to 
the 1100 block of Crab Point 
Road for a suspicious person, 
to Church Prong Lane to inves-
tigate the theft of property, to a 
walk-in report of indecent liber-
ties with a child, to the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
for a large piece of concrete 
creating a traffic hazard, to the 
200 block of Beach Road to 
assist emergency management 
services (EMS) with a report of 
a medical condition, to the 8800 
block of Mary Ball Road for a 
reckless driver, and to the 500 
block of Paynes Creek Road 
for a civil issue involving rental 
property.

May 9: Staff responded to the 
1300 block of Oak Hill Road 
for vehicles speeding, to the 
Norris Bridge for the report of 
debris creating a traffic hazard, 
and to the 100 block of Wash-
ington Street for trespassers.

May 10: Staff responded to 
the 1000 block of Yankee Point 
Road for a reckless driver, to 
the 300 block of Nuttsville 
Road for a burglary, to a walk-
in report of a person who vio-
lated a no trespass notice, to 
the 300 block of North Main 
Street to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) with 
the report of several disorderly 
juveniles.

May 11: Staff responded to 
the 1100 block of Queenstown 
Road for a domestic distur-
bance involving the use of nar-
cotics, to the 100 block of Mil-
lenbeck Road to investigate the 
unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
and to a walk-in complaint of 
threats over the telephone.

May 12: Staff responded to 
the 200 block of Walker Road to 
assist EMS with the a medical 
condition, to the 8800 block of 
Mary Ball Road for the report 
of a minor traffic crash, to the 
500 block of Goodluck Road 
for the report of a domestic dis-
turbance involving alcohol.

May 13: Staff responded to 
Mary Ball and Chase’s roads 
for a traffic crash, to the Norris 
Bridge for a traffic hazard, to 
the 5300 block of Morattico 
Road to investigate damage to a 
vehicle, and to the 1500 block 
of Carlson Road for a fight in 
progress.

May 14: Staff responded to 
the 500 block of Paynes Creek 
Road for threats against another 
person, to the 200 block of Lan-
caster Creek Drive for destruc-

tion of property, to Lancaster 
Shores for excessive noise from 
a party, and to the 2200 block 
of River Road for the report of 
gunshots in the area.

Staff also conducted eight 
traffic stops, issued a sum-
mons, assisted three motorists, 
handled six calls for traffic con-
trol, investigated eight build-
ing alarms, processed a mental 
health order, logged five inmate 
transports, received an E911 
hang-up call and fielded four 
calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
traffic crashes on North Main 
Street and Irvington Road and 
a vehicle fire at Goodluck Road 
and Jesse duPont Memorial 
Highway.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons this week reported 
charges against 10 individuals.
Felonies

David Alexander Hall, 26, of 
Heathsville was charged May 
6 with unlawful bodily injury. 
This was a Lancaster County 
warrant served by the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Steven Nicholas Spring, 28, 
of Farnham was charged May 
8 with threatening a police offi-
cer.

Gregory A. Fauntleroy, 35, 
of Kinsale was charged May 
12 with selling/distribution of 
more than one half ounce of 
marijuana and refusing to obey 
a law enforcement sign to stop. 
He also was charged with con-
spiracy with another to sell/
distribute marijuana, along with 
having possession of a firearm 
after being a convicted felon. 
Fauntleroy also was charged 
with reckless driving and pos-
session of marijuana.

Ernest James Polk Jr., 28, of 
Heathsville was charged May 
14 with breaking and entering, 
strangulation and malicious 
wounding. He also was charged 
with assault and battery of a 
family member and criminally 
trespassing after being forbid-
den to do so.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 18, was 
charged May 8 with damaging 
property.

A Callao woman, 42, was 
charged May 8 with criminal 
trespassing and violating a pro-
tective order.

A woman, no address given, 
31, was charged May 9 with 
damaging property. This was 
a Richmond County warrant 
served by the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office.

A Reedville man, 43, was 
charged May 10 with criminal 
trespass at the Dollar General 
Store in Burgess.

A Heathsville woman, 50, 
was charged May 12 with fail-
ing to vaccinate an animal and 
failure to pay for a dog license.

A Callao woman, 42, was 
charged May 12 with trespass-
ing and violating a protective 
order.

LANCASTER—Judge R. 
Michael McKenney on May 12 
arraigned three men in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on felony 
charges of conspiracy to commit 
grand larceny and grand larceny.

The charges stem from a rob-
bery in the 600 block of North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock on 
February 14, 2017.

Allen Conaway of Wicomico 
Church, Elton Tawaron Cockrell 
and Thomas Edward Stevens of 
Lancaster were accused of steal-
ing beer from a gas station mini-
mart.

Conaway also faces charges 
of probation violation on three 
misdemeanors and one felony 
conviction. Conaway’s trial was 
set for June 30. Trials for Cock-
rell and Stevens are scheduled for 
July 14. All were assigned court 
appointed attorneys.
Other cases

Rosa Maria Turner of Smith-
field, charged with two probation 
violations on felony convictions, 
was assigned a court appointed 
attorney. Her case is set for trial 
on July 14. Turner is charged 
with failing to make any resti-
tution payments on $174,000 
for construction fraud. She was 
allowed to continue her release 
on bond, however, the judge 
warned her to stop making com-
ments about the victim on social 
media and to make no contact 
with the victim.

Gregory Allen Pratt of Lively, 
charged with probation viola-
tions on four felony and two mis-
demeanor convictions, received 
an active sentence of one year in 
jail. 

Ronyece M. Turpin of Warsaw 
was in court for a continuing 
review on community service 
sentencing for probation viola-
tions. Her case was nolle prose-
qui.

Jerevon R. Henderson of 
Lancaster, charged with proba-
tion violation on one felony, was 
found in compliance. Charges 
were dismissed by the judge.

Linwood M. Neal Jr. of Rich-
mond, charged with probation 
violation on two felony convic-
tions, was sentenced to three 
months in jail and two years 
supervised probation. He was 
released, based on time served.

Dawn Marie Clarke of 

Sandston has an outstanding 
capias for her arrest. She was 
scheduled for trial on three felony 
charges of stealing a car, destruc-
tion of property and failure to 
appear. Her trial was postponed 
for a seventh time to July 28.

Maria F. Thompson had bond 
revoked after refusing to cooper-
ate with a court ordered mental 
evaluation. She is charged with 
eight felonies of forgery and 
four misdemeanors of obtaining 
money under false pretenses. 
Trial is set for June 30.

Calvin Flanders Taylor III of 
Kilmarnock pleaded guilty to 
two felonies of distribution of 
schedule I/II drugs. He was sen-
tenced to 30 years, with 27 years, 
four months suspended, leaving 
an active sentence of two years, 
eight months. He was given two 
years supervised probation, his 
license was suspended for six 
months and he was ordered to 
pay restitution of $685 to Virginia 
State Police. Taylor, who was 
represented by a court appointed 
attorney, was granted work 
release and a furlough to move 
his family out of their home in 
order to rent it for income to pay 
his daughter’s tuition for private 
school.

Gary Riddell Rich of Kilmar-
nock was scheduled for trial on a 
felony charge of possession of a 
schedule I/II drug. The case was 
continued to June 30.

David Kyle Wesley of Weems 
was scheduled for trial on felony 
manufacture of a controlled sub-
stance. The case was continued to 
June 30.

James Charles Newton of 
Weems, charged with four felo-
nies of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance, was granted a 
continuance. Trial is set for July 
21.

Grant Carter Rollins of 
Heathsville pleaded guilty to 
an amended charge of misde-
meanor possession of a sched-
ule III drug. Judge McKenney 
discovered Rollins’ records had 
been entered incorrectly and that 
he had actually tested negative in 
all five drug screening tests. He 
received a 12-month sentence, all 
suspended and two years of unsu-
pervised probation. 

The case of Troy Dejuan Payne 
of Heathsville is scheduled for 
trial on July 14. Payne faces two 
charges of felony grand larceny.

CRIME SOLVERS

These two bronze statues depicting a baseball pitcher and a 
catcher recently were reported stolen.

FREDERICKSBURG—During the week of May 15, the Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation will begin work to extend 
the existing left turn lane and construct an additional left turn 
lane at Northumberland Highway and Academic Lane in Clara-
ville.

During the first few weeks of the project, motorists can expect 
to see signs, orange barrels,  construction crews and equipment 
in the work zone, reported Tina Bundy of VDOT.

 As work progresses, motorists can expect periodic lane clo-
sures on Northumberland Highway throughout the day, Mondays 
through Fridays. 

The intersection is near Northumberland high, middle and 
elementary schools, said Bundy.  The project will enhance safety 
at the intersection that serves the campus and improve roadway 
drainage in the area. 

Work is expected to be complete in October 2017, she added.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

Safety improvement project to
begin this week at Academic Lane 
and Northumberland Highway

Follow Us @RappRecord

by Audrey Thomasson
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Tappahannock Hospital

Friendly and personable

I was impressed

Excellent bedside manner

This is what 

your friends and 

neighbors are saying 

about Dr. Cross’ 

surgical care.

4.8 out of 5
Patient satisfaction rating

(200+ ratings as of April 2017)

Wirt W. Cross, M.D. 
Riverside Surgical Specialists  
Tappahannock 
804-443-6232

GENERAL SURGERY

Read comments from real patients  

riversideonline.com/DrWCross

Before Wendell Haynie was 
a menhaden fisherman and ship 
captain, he worked in a tomato 
factory like the one depicted 
in James Wharton’s Northern 
Neck Movies. 

“We started working in the 
factories at age 14, making 
about 35 cents an hour,” said 
Haynie. “We weren’t allowed 
to work on the menhaden boats 
until we were 18, but my father 
was a captain and got me on his 
boat when I was 16.” 

Haynie later went to phar-
macy school and worked as 
a pharmacist until reaching 
retirement age. He also has 
been active with the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum since its 
purchase of the historic William 
Walker House in 1986.

The museum website 
explains how menhaden oil bot-
tling plants started in Reedville. 
Menhaden oil, used in lamps 
as an inexpensive alternative to 
whale oil, was originally bottled 
in New England. Elijah Reed 
arrived from Maine in 1867 
looking for untouched fish-
ing ground in the Chesapeake 
Bay. His success attracted other 
families who started their own 
businesses in the town named 
for Reed. At one time, these 
companies controlled nearly 70 
fishing boats.

Today, Omega Protein is the 
last menhaden business in the 
Northern Neck and Reedville 
is home to a fleet of 13 modern 
vessels. 

The Native Americans taught 
colonists to use menhaden as 
fertilizer. According to House 
and Home Magazine (Nov. 
2004), this practice continued 
when cannery owners provided 

The Rappahannock Art 
League (RAL) on May 5 held 
its First Friday Reception at the 
Studio Gallery, 19 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock, debuting 
the Lost Films of the Northern 
Neck. 

The recently discovered film 
collection consists of 16 mm 
films taken by James Wharton 
during the 1920s and 1930s. 
Wharton was a local histo-
rian and filmmaker who cap-
tured the Northern Neck in his 
movies.

This special exhibit will con-
tinue through May 27, reported 
RAL member Mary Ellis, who 
represents the RAL for the 
project. Hours are 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays.

“We’ve recorded over 500 

The Rappahannock Art League will present an art talks forum at 1 
p.m. Monday, May 22, at the Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. Speakers will be Joni Carter and Clyde Radcliffe of The 
Wharton Films Project committee.

The topic will be the Lost Films of the Northern Neck, including 
the history and the future of the films shot by James Wharton during 
the Great Depression.

From left are Doug Cotter, Carolyn Ratcliffe, a sponsor of the 
film project, Page Hunt, Joni Carter, project coordinator, and 
John Hunt at the opening reception for the Wharton Films 
Project.

Wharton Films Project is well received

Wendell Haynie at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum reminisces about his first jobs.

Wharton Films reel images 
of menhaden and tomatoes

This tomato can label from the collection of Ben and Alice 
Winstead of Weems shows the brand of a local packing house.

visitors that have stopped by 
the gallery to watch the films 
during the first two weeks 
of the exhibit. The response 
from the public has been very 

positive. Visitors have enjoyed 
reminiscing about Wharton 
Grove, farming, crabbing, the 
watermen, school activity and 
the war,” reported Ellis. 

In partnership with the 
Wharton Films Project, the 
Rappahannock Art League 
will feature the Lost Films 
of the Northern Neck exhibit 
throughout May at the Studio 
Gallery, 19 North Main Street, 

Kilmarnock.
The community is invited to 

view the footage and related 
photos to help identify faces 
and places from the past. Gal-
lery hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Saturdays.

Members of the Wharton 
Films Project will be at the gal-
lery every Saturday in May to 
record memories. Folks also 
are urged to visit the Wharton 
Films Project page on Face-
book.

Now showing at the Studio Gallery

Art talks forum to feature the
Lost Films of the Northern Neck

by Denise DeVries

farmers with tomato plants 
in spring. If requested, they 
included another local product, 
200-pound bags of fertilizer 
consisting of bird droppings 
and ground menhaden.

Haynie remembers when 
work was available practically 
year-round, oystering, trap fish-
ing and doing maintenance on 
the menhaden fleet.

According to The Rivah 
Visitor’s Guide (August 2008), 
community tomato canning fac-
tories first depended on steam-
boats to bring the empty cans 
and deliver the final product to 
markets in Baltimore. 

Wharton’s film shows people 
peeling scalded tomatoes and 
dropping the peels into the 
water below, with steam from 
kettles rising in the background. 
Haynie recalls, “We would start 
work at about 7 in the morn-
ing and work until it got too 
hot.” When more workers were 
needed, “Men from the streets 
of Baltimore were brought by 
steamboat to work. They were 
given meals and a place to stay.”

According to a 2000 edi-
tion of the Northern Neck of 
Virginia Historical Magazine, 
long distance hauling trucks 
appeared around 1915, compet-

ing with the steamboats. Some 
factories moved inland. Before 
World War II, there were hun-
dreds of canning plants in the 
Northern Neck. Blundon & 
Hinton in Reedville also canned 
“tomato juice… sweet potatoes, 
kale, peas, string beans, soy 
beans, peaches and pears.” 

At the start of World War II, 
the War Department contracted 
with growers in Eastern Vir-
ginia and Southern Maryland 
to provide the military with 40 
million cases of canned toma-
toes. According to the House 
and Home article, restrictive 
health and environmental regu-
lations after the war made the 
industry more difficult for small 
canneries. The Historical Soci-
ety also cites the appearance of 
chain stores such as Safeway, 
which, along with “Buy Boats” 
from Maryland’s Eastern Shore 
offered higher prices for pro-
duce than the local canneries 
could afford to pay. 

A few canning plants man-
aged to continue over the next 
decade. In the Rivah article, 
Andrew Simmons told about 
his work at the Kilmarnock 
Wharf plant in the early 1950s. 
He worked there putting 
empty cans down a chute into 
a machine that would fill the 
cans with tomatoes. “It was a 
summer job… There were a lot 
of people there and it was fun 
being around all those folks.” 

According to the Historical 
Society, Lake Packing Com-
pany, opened in 1948, was the 
last and most modern tomato 
cannery to operate in the North-
ern Neck, capable of canning 
12,000 cases of tomatoes a day 
until it closed in 1997.

IRVINGTON—The Steam-
boat Era Museum, 156 King 
Carter Drive, Irvington, held its 
2017 annual meeting on May 13. 

Members elected two new 
board members, Cay Bradley, a 
recent Irvington resident, and Jim 
Ward, a longtime museum volun-
teer, reported executive director 
Barbara Brecher.

Members retiring from the 
board include Frank Tetrick, Bev-
erly Randolph and Lee Stephens, 
all of whom were thanked and 
presented an inscribed box con-
taining a handmade fountain pen 
of wood from the Potomac Pilot-
house.

New officers were elected by 
the board and they are president 
Nancy Travers, vice president 
Helen Slatford, secretary Fran 
Kelly and treasurer Donna Gibbs. 
Eric Nost will continue his term 
on the board as past president.

Other directors include Bar-
bara Baxter, Kylie Bransford, 
Randall Kipp, Vicky Oliver, 

Steamboat Era Museum holds annual meeting

Suzy Stephens (above), one of 
the founders of the Steamboat 
Era Museum, reminded the 
group about the individuals 
who worked so hard to make 
the museum a reality. A 
new plaque will be designed 
to honor these important 
museum supporters. Photo by 
Michael A. Geissinger

Fred Pevahouse, Phillip Williams 
and president emeritus Richard 
Wilson.

Travers thanked the volunteers, 
members and donors for their 

support. She reviewed the year’s 
highlights including new exhib-
its, increases in attendance and 
educational outreach. 

Brecher spoke of the museum’s 
importance in the community and 
the economic development of the 
area. She also highlighted three 
important new initiatives includ-
ing a major exhibit on the life of 
an African American steamboat 
captain, the Watermen’s Way 
public art project and the publica-
tion of a coffee table book about 
the steamboat era with an empha-
sis on the Steamer Potomac. 

Nost, chairman of the Pilot 
the Potomac Home campaign, 
brought the group up-to-date on 
the fundraising efforts to restore 
the Pilothouse. Approximately 
$140,000 has been raised, he said.

He also announced the 
museum has just been awarded a 
$50,000 dollar-for-dollar match-
ing grant from the Mary Morton 
Parsons Foundation of Rich-
mond.
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2-DAY YARD SALE
White Stone Church of the Nazarene 
Friday, May 26th & Saturday, May 27th

7:30am-2:00pm
Outdoor 10x15 vendor spots available for $15 per spot for 

both days, for those that would like to sell their own things.

Breakfast sandwiches, coffee, and drinks 

will be sold with proceeds going to the church food bank.

Items still being accepted. Drop off items at church  

and place them in the red trailer located at the left side  

of the building. If you need your items to be picked up,  

contact William Smith at 804-761-4991.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
recently was reaccredited by the Virginia Law Enforcement Pro-
fessional Standards Commission in Warrenton. 

The department underwent an assessment check covering 190 
accreditation standards on every aspect of operations, reported 
Sheriff Patrick McCranie. Last week, the commission announced 
the department is 100% compliant and has met every standard 
without any returns or corrections. 

The department is assessed every four years. It has been 
accredited since 2009, added Sheriff McCranie.

From left are captain Bill Webb, Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie, lieutenant David Hudson, who serves as the 
department’s accreditation manager, and chief detective 
lieutenant Timothy Self.

Sheriff ’s department
receives accreditation

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—The 2017 
Spring Household Hazardous 
Waste and Electronic Waste Col-
lection for Lancaster County will 
take place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, May 20, at the Kilmar-
nock Refuse Center, 320 White 
Pine Drive, Kilmarnock.

This collaborative effort 
among Lancaster County, Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension 
and the Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
gives Lancaster residents an 
opportunity to safely dispose of 
household chemicals and other 
substances that pose a danger to 
the environment if not disposed 
of properly, said education/
outreach specialist Kathleen D. 
Watson.

Bring used gas and oil, oil 

based paints, pesticides, fertil-
izer, old cleaning products, sol-
vents, anti-freeze and spent flo-
rescent bulbs, said Watson. 

Do not bring latex paint (it can 
be dried out and disposed of in the 
garbage), ammunition, radioac-
tive materials, tires, car batteries, 
medical waste, or prescription 
drugs. Prescription drugs may 
be taken to the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s office. 

 The electronic waste collec-
tion will include televisions, 
VCRs, monitors, computers, cell 
phones, rechargeable batteries, 
gaming systems and other small 
electronics. Please do not bring 
appliances. Alkaline batteries 
may be disposed of in the trash, 
as they are not considered hazard-
ous.

IRVINGTON—The town 
council was unable to begin 
budget discussions or take any 
action last Thursday due to lack 
of a quorum.

Members Mike Merrill, 
Wayne Nunnally and vice mayor 
Kathleen Pollard did not attend 
the meeting.

With only members Jerry 
Latell, Fran Westbrook and 
Michael Bombay in attendance, 
mayor Rannie Ransome asked for 
updates on ongoing town projects.

Town manager Bob Hardesty 
reported that Terry Riggs and Jim 
Breeden are going to establish a 
cafe at Randal Kipp’s place.

The cafe will be at 77 King 
Carter Drive, in the space for-
merly occupied by Duncan and 
Drake gift shop.

“We’re on the short list for 
tennis court repairs by Reynolds 

Tennis in Tappahannock…and 
for a new roof on the town hall,” 
Hardesty said.

At the direction of accoun-
tant David Alga, the budget and 
finance committee is working 
on a letter to list procedures for 
check writing, collections and 
other policies in preparation for 
an audit next year, said West-
brook.

As head of the committee han-
dling development of the com-
mons, she asked Ransome for 
direction on who should take the 
lead in working with a consultant 
on site design of the commons.

“Your committee is to lead the 
design and control of develop-
ment,” said Ransome.

The planning commission held 
a special meeting May 17 on the 
selection of a design firm.

The mayor tentatively set a 
fiscal year 2018 budget workshop 
for 6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 25.

Irvington council agenda
stymied by lack of quorum

by Audrey Thomasson

Garden tour
The 17th Just Gardens Tour was held May 12 and 13. The 
event attracted some 400 people and raised $10,000, said 
The Haven Shelter and Services development director 
Sarah Weakley. Above tour goers admire gardenias in 
the “Vervaville” garden belonging to Janice Mahoney 
and Charles Smith on the Great Wicomico River. Other 
residential properties on the tour included the Curtis 
garden, the Kosinski garden and the Olsen garden, all in 
Northumberland County. Photo by Madison White Franks

present

The Lancaster Playhouse in White Stone
RESERVATIONS:  

435-3776 or LANCASTERPLAYERS.ORG

Directed by Bob Walker
Where can two sisters on the other 
side of fifty, who want to add a little 
zest, fun, and excitement to their 
lives, find it? Bingo! Sis and Babe are 
sisters and best friends and they’ve 
been coming together to play for 
years! They dish the dirt, giggle like 
school girls, and share old memories. 
They complement each other in ways 
only sisters can and they drive each 
other crazy in the same sisterly way.

JUNE 15-17, 23-24
& 29-30, JULY 1
7:00 p.m. Social Hour
8:00 p.m. Curtain
JUNE 25 MATINÉE
2:00 p.m. Social Hour
3:00 p.m. Curtain

Hazardous waste collection
for Lancaster slated Saturday

RRecord.com
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

“Ahh kent unnerstan you. You tauk 
phunny.” With those words from a student in 
my early teaching days in Alabama, I was put 
on alert that regional linguistic differences 
truly matter.

That student went on to earn a good grade 
in the course and gradually we came to be 
able to communicate with each other. She had 
difficulty with my use of the words, “house,” 
“out,” and “about.” Fortuitously, I never had 
occasion to say “mouse” in her presence.

I explained to her that I spoke the way 
people did in my rural area of Virginia, pre-
cisely as she spoke in her native Alabamaese. 
Neither dialect was better than the other, 
merely different. My grandfather came to 
the Northern Neck from the Erie Peninsula 
of Ontario, where he totally blended into the 
local scene, to the extent of being elected 
to the Colonial Beach Town Council for 20 
years, in part because the Canadians of that 
region speak a dialect quite similar to ours 
and he was not viewed as a foreigner.

When I was a child, people referred to 
“White Oak Swamp English” that was 

spoken beyond the Beach in Westmoreland 
County. That version would have been a dia-
lect within a dialect and I must admit as a 
youth I found it difficult to understand. 

Perhaps the most distinctive regional into-
nation in Virginia is that of Tangier Island. 
When speaking with a group from Tangier, 
one hears what many students of linguistics 
consider to be the purest form of 17th-cen-
tury English still extant in the New World. 
The island’s isolation has helped to perpetu-
ate its language’s survival, which is one of the 

distinct delights experienced in going there.
Virginia is replete with regionalisms, such 

as the pronunciation of the name of the city 
where President Woodrow Wilson was born. 
If one pays heed to the “u,” that person imme-
diately is recognized as being the Shenan-
doah Valley equivalent of a Come-here, for 
the proper idiom is to say “Stanton,” and not 
“Staunton.”

More locally, this newspaper is published 
in what phonetically we would spell as 
“Lankster” County. To pronounce out the 
correctly spelled three syllables of Lancaster 
is another form of Come-hereism. Recently 
I was speaking with a friend from Lancaster, 
Pa., who told me that they share our use of the 
abbreviated pronunciation and that natives 
there also dislike hearing the word mispro-
nounced idiomatically.

The greatest modern authority of our 
Northern Neck language and tradition was 
the late attorney C. Jackson Simmons, who 
died in 1999. He was a master of both the 
spoken and the written word and one of 
his particular bête-noirs was the use of the 

incorrect preposition when speaking of the 
Northern Neck. As I have written previously 
in this space in tribute to his scholarship, to 
say “on the Northern Neck,” rather than “in 
the Northern Neck,” is akin to wearing a sign 
proclaiming that one is a recent arrival not 
as yet familiar with our local usage and cus-
toms.

Since Jack’s death great interest has devel-
oped in propagating and using native plants, 
rather than invasive ones in horticultural pur-
suits. The linguistic equivalent of that worthy 
botanical movement is to say that one lives 
“ON” the Northern Neck, which is a genu-
inely invasive term. We are not an island, 
therefore we live “IN” the Northern Neck, 
precisely as a Parisian lives in, and not on, 
France.

Fortunately, I do not have to chase “a muse 
round abute and ute of my huse,” and I do 
not have to translate those words to the once 
young lady who thought I talked “phunny.” 
In short, everyone lives in an oyster and I 
consider myself blessed that my oyster is the 
Northern Neck.

When speaking with a group 
from Tangier, one hears 
what many students of 
linguistics consider to be the 
purest form of 17th-century 
English still extant in the 
New World.

Focal Point

Nightfall comes to Dymer Creek.

Photo by Jennifer Solt

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

To the gentleman at the Wal-
green’s Redbox last Friday night 
who accused me of being rude, I 
address you with the following…

When you pulled into the 
parking space beside me at Wal-
greens, little did you know that I 
had been waiting there before you 
for nearly 10 minutes while the 
unprepared gentleman scanned 
what seemed the entire contents 
of the Redbox in search of a 
movie. I merely needed to swipe 
my card to collect my reserved 
movie and go.

When you got out of your car 
and stood there in the rain glanc-
ing frequently at your watch, 
obviously frustrated, as was I, 
you could not possibly have been 
unaware that I, too, was waiting. 
So when the gentleman finally 
completed his rental, I was as 
shocked at you jumping into line 
as you were at me.

I’ll have you know I have 
examined the evidence over and 
over again. In the imaginary 
Supreme Court, in my mind, I 
won by a solid 9-0 decision, “not 
guilty.” All the facts are clearly in 
my favor.  And yet . . . there is one 
court that trumps the Supreme 
Court or any other, real or imagi-
nary, and that judge, incredibly, is 

Seeking forgiveness

YOUR LETTERS

In a recent letter, I argued that 
parents and only parents are 
responsible for providing formal 
education for their children.

My argument was based on 
two facts. First, only parents are 
responsible for providing food, 
clothing and shelter for their 
children. Second, food, clothing 
and shelter are more important 
than formal education.

I concluded that there can 
be no responsibility for requir-
ing anyone else to pay for less 
important goods if they aren't 
required to pay for more impor-
tant goods.

In response, a writer called 
me selfish, dumb and hypocriti-
cal. Yikes.

Unfortunately, the writer 
failed to offer any justification 
whatsoever for public educa-
tion. His best line, "Public edu-
cation is a public concern...," is 
a tautology.

So, I would challenge the 
writer to state, clearly and suc-
cinctly, the moral principle that 
justifies public education. Let's 
have a look at what he comes 
up with. We'll see if it makes 
sense. Remember, if it's a bona 
fide principle, it will apply to all 
sorts of other situations, not just 
to education.

The American public educa-
tion movement in the early 19th 
century was based on arguments 
taken directly from the Sparta 
model (militarism); the Plato 
model ("enlightened" dictator-
ship); the Calvin, Luther and 
Prussia models (subordination 
to the church and state) and 
the Owen model (parents are 
incompetent to educate their 
children). Moreover, that move-
ment was consistently motivated 
by utopianism and anti-Catholic 
bigotry.

The intellectual history of 
American public education has 
been thoroughly anti-freedom 
and elitist, and its many uto-
pian promises have proven to be 
completely foolish.

The basic philosophical issue 
here is whether children should 
be owned or, if you prefer, gov-
erned, by their parents or by the 
state. Clearly, the writer favors 
the state.

But why?
Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Back it up
For the last two weeks, I’ve 

noticed close to a dozen job 
openings at marinas, all but 
one requiring some degree 
of skill or expertise. I am 
amazed that these marinas’ 
management believe that 
people of that ilk have been 
pacing the local sidewalks, 
awaiting "the call."

Sadly, that’s not the case, 
but the resolution is relatively 
simple: First, people have to 
want to work for pay. There 
is no dishonor in working 
with one’s hands. But when a 
prospective applicant with no 
experience, ability, or work 
ethic asks the employer in the 
first sentence, “How much do 
you pay and what are my ben-
efits?” the employer knows 
to leave the ad in the paper 
another week.

Second, those who want 
to work need to be educated 
in the field they’re consider-
ing. At one time there was an 
intended transition from the 
tech center in Warsaw to RCC 
for a marine tech degree. The 
concept was good, but the 
reality, a disaster.

Third, if the local marinas 
want to have a plethora of 
employees to choose from, 
they need to march en masse 
on RCC’s administration, tell 
them what they’re looking 
for as far as good employ-
ees and support the college 
with teaching materials, as 
much financial aid as pos-
sible and dealer involvement 
in the classroom on at least 
a weekly basis. There is no 
need in thinking that one 
year of this education for 
a 10th-grader will create a 
good employee. Two years, 
minimum, before serving an 
apprenticeship.

Having a prospective 
employee hand an employer 
a certificate indicating he’s 
passed with honors loses its 
luster when that grade was 
issued so the school could get 
reimbursed by the state. If 
marinas want good employ-
ees, they are going to have to 
create them, but they won’t 
be dropping off the tree limbs 
this summer.

Grid Michal,
Urbanna

Training required

Are you registered to vote? Are 
you sure? The last day to regis-
ter for the June 13 primaries is 
Monday, May 22.

Did you miss voting in the 
federal 2016 elections? Were 
you unexpectedly out of the area, 
or sick, or thought none of the 
choices could be your choice? 
If you had also missed voting 
in the 2014 elections, you could 
be shocked when you attempt to 

Check your voter
registration status

able to judge perfectly and righ-
teously, knowing the thoughts 
and intents of every heart.

That judge has resoundingly 
found me “guilty” on all counts 
as follows:

Count 1: Failure to love my 
neighbor as myself.

Count 2: Failure to esteem 
others better than myself.

Count 3: Failure to do unto 
others as I would have them do 
unto me.

I could go on and on, but suf-
fice it to say that you were right 
and I was wrong. I’m guilty of 
being rude as charged and I am 
smitten with shame. I ask you to 
forgive me, please.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

vote at your polling place in 2017.
According to the Virginia 

Department of Elections: under 
federal and state laws, a voter 
who appears to have moved from 
their residence of registration, but 
has not responded to a request to 
confirm their residence, is main-
tained on the voter lists as "inac-
tive" through the next two federal 
elections. "Inactive" voters are 
eligible to vote if they re-register, 
or if they appear at the polls (or 
apply to vote absentee) and con-
firm that they have not moved 
(or have moved, but within the 
same locality and congressional 
district). If they do not reacti-
vate their registrations, they are 
removed from the rolls after two 
federal elections have passed.

Virginia registrars also try to 
identify voters who may be regis-
tered in more than one state using 
a program in use in 30 other states 
called Crosscheck. Although the 
program shows middle names 
and date of birth, some common 
names can still be misidentified 
as registered in more than one 
state and are then struck from the 
eligible voter roles.

So, check at elections.virginia.
gov, or vote.org to verify you can 
execute your duty as a citizen.

Lynn Melton,
Reedville

The Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee 
(LCDC) will meet Monday, 
May 22, at the Lancaster 
Community Library, 16 
Towne Centre Drive, in 
Kilmarnock.

The meeting will open 
at 6:30 p.m. for a short 
social. At 7 p.m., the formal 
program will include busi-
ness essentials, a discussion 
of the First District con-
vention in Fredericksburg, 
preparations for the June 13 
Democratic Primary, dis-
pensing of accolades for 
those who participated in the 
recent Climate March and 

ensuring a continued pres-
ence at the Irvington Farmers 
Market.

"We also hope to hear about 
upcoming activities from 
other, independent, like-
minded groups in the Neck," 
said vice president Stephanie 
Manley. "The spike in atten-
dance at LCDC meetings is 
certainly welcome, but we 
encourage attendees to arrive 
early for good seating."    

Former Del. Albert Pollard 
will speak on the topic of 
renewable energy and carbon 
pollution in the Common-

Pollard to address
renewable energy

ENERGY, continued on A7

When I bite into that burger, I 
want blood and grease running 
down my wrist all the way to my 
elbow. That’s why I  tuck that 
napkin into my collar like a bib.

But, if I should get some on 
my necktie, it’s okay. The next 
time I look in the mirror, the 
stain will bring a smirk and 
ignite the taste buds. 

So the next time you place an 
order in a Kilmarnock restau-
rant, and for whatever reason, 
the server gives you that gleeful  
“I’m sorry we can’t prepare your 
cheeseburger medium rare”—
just walk out.

The same goes for steak.
At last count, there were 33 

restaurants in Kilmarnock. So 
there is no excuse for eating 
something you don’t want. You 
have options.

And chances are it’s more a 
matter of we “won’t” instead of 
“can’t” and that just sticks in my 
craw. 

Why do they ask how you’d 
like it cooked if they have no 
intentions of fulfilling your 
request?

It’s not the server’s fault. 
And it’s probably not the chef’s 
fault. He ain’t that incompetent. 
He knows how to cook beef to 
medium rare. Most likely, he 
prefers seared with a warm, red 
center and slightly firm.

It’s management. Out of the 
goodness of their heart, they 
don’t want you to get some food 
borne illness.

Stop right there. Don’t peruse 
the menu for a substitute. Just 
walk out.

It’s not like you don’t know 
the risk. You play with fire, you 
could get burned. 

We know the safe internal 
minimum temperature for 
ground meat is 160 degrees and 
for steak, 145 degrees.

And we’re asking them to 
bend the rules to a medium 
rare temperature of 130 to 140 
degrees.

I don’t keep up with the statis-
tics, but the odds of you getting 
sick from eating an under cooked 
burger can’t be as high as getting 
hit by a car if you walk into the 
path of oncoming traffic. Both 
can be fatal.

It’s really a matter of trust.
If the restaurant has any faith 

in its food supply chain and the 
ability of its staff, what’s the 
worry?

By this time, I’m starting to 
doubt its product, too. Maybe it 
ain’t so fresh. Maybe it’s frozen 
and been sitting in the ice box for 
way too long to come off the grill 
anywhere near pink and firm.

There was a day I would have 
ordered it medium well, but a 
small amount of pink is a chal-
lenge to swallow post radiation. 
Gray-brown and hard throughout 
is intolerable.

Why don’t you just coat it with 
some dry spices and claim it’s 
blackened? Don’t even go there. 
Just walk out.

If they balked at the burger 
request, imagine what they’ll do 
when you ask for the fresh catch 
rare. Bon appétit.
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Licensed & Insured Class A Contractor

66 Commerce Dr.  White Stone Va.
804-436-7378 

hanleyelectrical@yahoo.com
Most major credit cards accepted

24-Hour Emergency Service

Serving the Northern Neck and Surrounding Counties since 2005

Participating Contractor Dominion Virginia Power  
Energy Efficiency Program

www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. Good for the month of May.

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

M I S S I N G
Male golden retriever mix 

with white front paws.  
3 years old wearing a blaze 

orange collar, lost in the 
Lancaster Court House area. 

If found, please call 

804-436-7984 
REWARD OFFERED

“BO”

Rappahannock Grill Fine Dining

(UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT) 
37 N. Main Street

Kilmarnock
804-435-5152

Tuesday–Thursday 4-9pm
Friday & Saturday 4-10pm
Sunday Brunch 10am-3pm 
(Closed Monday)

Come join us for an evening of fine dining  
at the Rappahannock Grill.

Dinner offerings include the finest in fresh specialty 
seafoods, steaks, homemade pasta dishes, and a 

selection of fine wines.

sara@rapprecord.com
marilyn@rapprecord.com

 jessica@rapprecord.com

Discounted rates for ads that run jointly in the 
Southside Sentinel and Rappahannock Record!

Ad Deadline: May 22, 2017
wealth. In particular, he will 
focus on the dropping price 
of renewable energy, how it is 
cost-competitive with conven-
tional energy and the gover-
nor's possible response to EPA 
pulling support from President 
Obama's Clean Power Plan. 

In addition to running his 
small business, Pollard is a 
consultant to a national foun-
dation whose giving is dedi-
cated to promoting renewable 
energy and reducing carbon 
pollution.

 The LCDC meeting is open 
to all. An assortment of snacks 
will be provided by members, 
attendees and volunteers.

The Hon. Albert Pollard Jr.
Photo by Bob Prescott

Do you remember?
This photo, submitted by Winnie McCrobie, shows the Kilmarnock High School girls basketball 
team of 1929. They were the Northern Neck champions, said Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. Anyone who can identify any of the players is urged to call Ashburn, 296-
0930. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the May 19, 1927, issue of the 

Rappahannock Record)

WHARTON GROVE PROGRAM
MAY INCLUDE BILLY SUNDAY

Considerable improvements are being made 
this year at the camp and especially in the con-
fectionery, which is being enlarged and made 
more comfortable.

Mrs. W. L. Wilder, who for years has been 
in charge of the confectionery, will this year 
assume management of the dining room also.

Cowboy Joe, who made such a fine impres-
sion last year, will be the preacher the first two 
weeks of the meeting.

Our old friend, Fred J. Balmond, will lead the 
singing the first two weeks of the meeting.

The school for boys and girls will be held 
again this year and arrangements made to bring 
the children in the same as last year. The names 
of the teachers and workers in this school will 
be given later.

The fine water at the camp is attracting atten-
tion of many who wish to come this summer. 
The doctors and the chemists all pronounce it, 
not only perfectly pure water, but containing 
certain properties greatly beneficial to health.

Mr. James Wharton has purchased a new 
piano and will furnish the music on that instru-
ment during part of the season.

It is expected that Mr. Homer Rodeheaver, the 
well known leader of singing for Billy Sunday, 
will be at the camp this summer. He has writ-
ten to Dr. Wharton indicating his desire to come 
and spend a few days. If he comes it is possible 
that Mr. Sunday may come also.

The camp will open for visitors who wish to 
come to stay for one or more weeks about the 
10th of July.

A full program of the proceedings at the camp 
will occur in the advertisements in this paper 
later on.

   ______________________________

Billy Sunday the noted evangelist, may spend 
some time at Wharton Camp this summer. Mr. 
Sunday is a close personal friend of Dr. Whar-
ton and as the letter below indicates will try to 
arrange to come to Wharton Camp during the 
summer. In keeping with Dr. Wharton's policy 
to furnish the best talent obtainable he is at this 
time preparing for the greatest lineup of preach-
ers and singers ever assembled at one place in 
Virginia for the coming season. Mr. Sunday's 
letter written at Aurora, Ill., on May 10 follows:

My dear Henry: Your kind letter at hand and 
you know how hard it always is to refuse any-
thing you ask.

But I never know this far ahead if it will be 
possible for me to do during the summer months.

I am planning to be at Ocean Grove for a 
week during the summer and it is barely pos-
sible I could come to your camp before or after 
that engagement, but I cannot tell now, and do 
not even wish to suggest that I might come until 
later.   

I go to Bangor the 29th of May and expect 
to be there for five weeks. If you will write me 
again up there during June I'll see what we can 
do. Best wishes, Your friend, W. A. Sunday.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Energy
continued from page A6

Call today to receive  
your paper and/or  

online subscription!
RRecord.com 
804-435-1701

I am a woman who 
is coming, as it is often 
referred to, “Of Age.” I’m 
not sure what that actually 
means, but in my instance 
it could mean I am becom-
ing a senior citizen. What 
is the best way not to dis-
close your age to an indi-
vidual you hardly know 
without having to stomp 
the toe off the foot of your 
spouse (who is ready to 
gladly tell it)?

Of Age,
Kilmarnock

Dear Of Age,
I am assuming that you were 

actually asked, point blank, 
what your age is. If so, you 
would have had my full support 
in responding, “Young enough 
to want to, but old enough to 
know better” or, with a smile, 
“I have heard a lady never tells 
her age.”

That leaves the mystery right 
where it should be, unless one 
is comfortable with answering 
in numbers. I am not implying 
that we should be ashamed of 
our age, no matter what it is, 
but we should be allowed to 
volunteer the information, not 
put on the spot with a direct 
demand for knowledge thereof.

This question reminds me of 
several other rude inquiries that 
I’d like to address. We might 
want to steer clear of asking: 
“What made you choose that 
dress/sofa/husband?” “You 
look different. Have you gained 
a little weight/had cosmetic 
surgery/been on drugs?” “Why 
are you friends with Sophia/
Kenneth/the milkman?” 

I know you get my drift; we 
should avoid any question that 
might put the other person on 
the defensive.

And, back to you dear 
Of Age, it wouldn’t hurt to 
share your feelings about age 
announcements with your 
spouse; I know his toes would 
appreciate it.

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions 
to her and she will respond as 
time and space allow. You may 
contact her at youarepolite1@
gmail.com and visit her web-
site at becauseyouarepolite.
com. RSVP! 

Because You 
Are Polite . . .
  . . . Let’s Talk           
           Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

Newspapers bring learning to 
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When a stroke strikes,  
seconds count. Without blood  

and oxygen, brain cells can 
become damaged and 
may die in just minutes.

If you or a loved one is ever 
stricken, remember that  

Bon Secours St. Mary’s is a  
Joint Commission Comprehensive 
Stroke Center. Recognized for the 
highest level of care for the most 

complex stroke cases. 

In addition, every Bon Secours 
hospital in Richmond is a 

Joint Commission Primary 
Stroke Care Center, recognized for 

excellence and outcomes.

When a stroke strikes, 
believe in Bon Secours.

bonsecours.com

When a

 stroke
strikes 

seconds count.

Memorial Regional  |  Rappahannock General  |  Richmond Community  |  St. Francis
St. Mary’s  |  Westchester Emergency Center  |  Bon Secours Medical Group

Deltaville, VA – Boating Capital of the Cheasapeake Bay

Romp at the Rivah
Sales Event

Antiques, Uniques & More 
30+ Vendors

804-384-7412

J&W Seafood of Va. Inc. 
Gourmet Seafood & Wine Market

www.jandwseafood.com

Coastal Comfort Home 
Furnishings

Mattresses, Furniture, Home Decor
www.coastalcomforthomefurnishings.com

Nauti Nell’s
Gifts & Marine Consignment
804-776-9811

The Crabby Couple 
Nautical Gifts, Decor & Salt Life
804-776-0075

Pat’s Gallery & Gifts
Custom Framing, Prints & More
804-776-7160

Boaters’ Boutique @ DYC
Apparel, Jewelry, Gifts & Decor
804-776-9898

Hurd’s True Value 
Gifts, Apparel, Shoes & Hardware

804-776-9241

Lowe Tide – Deltaville 
Coastal, Casual Lifestyle Clothing 

for Men & Women
804-776-8444

Deltaville Maritime Museum 
Apparel, Prints & Gifts

804-776-7200

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland County supervisors could 
be asking themselves, “When is a 
mobile home, not?” and “When 
is a livestock operation, not?”

Following public hearings last 
Thursday on separate land use 
applications, the board of super-
visors tabled action pending more 
information.

The first hearing addressed 
an application from Thomas 
and Sharon Wrightson seeking 
permanent storage of a mobile 
home at 697 Mundy Point Road 
in Callao. 

“It’s a 24 X 36 mobile build-
ing, it is not a home...it will be 
used as storage work area only, 
not a living space,” said Thomas 
Wrightson. 

“I believe that using a mobile 
home as a storage facility...is not 
keeping with the character of a 
residential neighborhood such as 
Mundy Point,” said Rosalie Coul-
trip of Mundy Point. 

Coultrip said she had heard this 
mobile building is going to be 
used by Wrightson to make crab 
pots. She is concerned the crab 
pots are going to be sold from 
Wrightson’s property. 

“I also would hope that if the 
board chooses to approve this, 
that you would put strict and 
clear stipulations on the uses of 
the building. In no way, shape, 
or form should it be used for 
human habitation, it shouldn’t be 
used for Saturday night cribbage 
games...it shouldn’t be used to 
conduct a business. If it is truly 
just for storage, it should be kept 
in a neat and orderly fashion in 
keeping with a residential neigh-
borhood,” said Coultrip. 

“My primary concern has to 
do with events in the last hunting 
season, fall of 2016, where the 
Wrightson property has become 
a gathering place for numerous 
hunters who are quite active and 
don’t really pay much attention 
to trespassing or property lines,” 

Northumberland supervisors table 
two unrelated land use applications

by Madison White Franks He said they combine all 
the animal waste to put into 
his garden and their neighbor’s 
garden. He also gives all the eggs 
away. 

Haynie questioned Marston 
regarding the effect on water 
quality. 

“I personally believe there is a 
water quality issue that needs to be 
addressed with the Northern Neck 
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict,” responded Marston.

“No matter what we do, we’re 
not gonna solve the family prob-
lem...authorities should look into 

it and let us know so that we can 
make a more informed decision,” 
said Self. 

“If the Northern Neck Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
will look at it, or another agency, 
I don’t want to make a decision 
right now,” said Haynie. 

Tomlin called to table the 
request, asking Don Watrous to 
mark off where the animals will 
go and to ask the Northern Neck 
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict to assess the property for a 
potential water quality issue. The 
motion passed, 5-0.

bors came in support of the 
request and all said that they do 
not see a problem with the ani-
mals due to the size of the prop-
erty.

“This is a very rural county and 
it just seems quite appropriate to 
have pets, chickens and livestock 
that are not for commercial sale,” 
said Bryna Brennah. 

Watrous’s brother, Scott 
Watrous, is the only person in 
opposition of this request who 
does not live in Heathsville full 
time. He indicated that he is con-
cerned about water quality due to 
runoff with animals close to the 
water.

Scott Watrous said the board 
had previously approved a grass 
runway for him to land his plane. 
There have been instances where 
dogs, goats and cows have been 
on the runway when he is trying 
to land, he said. 

“What is the difference 
between those animals and the 
deer that are around here?” asked 
Tomlin. 

“The deer that we have around 
here are a major concern of ours 
and to that point, Don Watrous, 
for the last 10 years, has gotten 
a kill permit to prevent wildlife 
from entering the runway but 
now we want to bring wildlife/
livestock into that environment. 
I don’t know of any other airport 
that has livestock on the runway. 
It just does not make sense,” said 
Scott Watrous. 

He also said he had heard that 
Don Watrous wants to start a goat 
business. 

“There is no intention for busi-
ness,” said Don Watrous. “We all 
know, pilots know...that if you do 
a low approach first, the animals 
scatter. I haven’t seen an animal 
yet that doesn’t run away from a 
propeller.” 

“This really has become a 
family squabble that he is taking 
to the county to try to intimidate 
me,” continued Don Watrous. 
“This would not be a problem if 
it wasn’t for the family squabble.” 

said Warren Wooley, also of 
Mundy Point. 

Wrightson indicated that 
making crab pots for Jett’s Hard-
ware is a part-time job since 
2010. He wants to make the crab 
pots inside the proposed storage 
facility to stay out of the weather. 

“As far as hunting goes...I am 
no longer associated with some 
of those boys...there will only 
be a select number of men that 
will hunt with me this year,” said 
Wrightson. 

“I also have a hobby of making 
and selling jewelry,” he said. 

He indicated that he takes the 
crab pots and jewelry elsewhere 
to sell. 

“Nothing will be sold on the 
property,” said Wrightson. 

Zoning administrator Phillip 
Marston said this type of business 
is considered a home occupation. 

District 1 Supervisor Joseph 
Self called for the board to “carry 
over this request” and asked that 
Wrightson put stakes on the prop-
erty to show where the building 
would be placed. The motion 
passed, 5-0, with support from 
District 2 supervisors Richard 
Haynie, District 3 supervisor 
Jim Long, District 4 supervisor 
Tommy Tomlin, District 5 super-
visor Ronnie Jett and Self.

The second hearing addressed 
an application from Donald 
Watrous to allow farming with 
livestock on property zoned 
residential waterfront. The prop-
erty at 2115 Mob Neck Road in 
Heathsville is near Hack Creek.

“The category that I am fitting 
into is farming with livestock but 
I am not a farmer. They are live-
stock animals but they are pets,” 
said Watrous. “The whole reason 
we are here is that there has been 
a family squabble and now I 
need to move them off of jointly 
owned family property onto my 
own personal property.” 

There are five miniature goats, 
two ducks, eight chickens, one 
miniature pony and a pig. 

Many of the Watrouses’ neigh-

SPRINGFIELD—Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn, Ms. Virginia Senior 
America 2016, recently was hon-
ored at the annual Older Adults 
Volunteer Recognition Cere-
mony at The Waterford in Spring-
field. She was presented the Out-
standing Senior Adult Award.

Of the 26 nominees, Nunn won 
the award in recognition of her 
exceptional commitment to the 
senior adult programs in Fairfax 
County where she has entertained 
at numerous senior centers, 
senior expos, fairs, assisted living 
and nursing homes, she said.

Nunn also has promoted senior 
citizens through the Virginia 
Senior America Pageant during 
her reign. She will crown a new 
Ms. Senior Virginia on June 30 in 
Falls Church.

Rebecca Tebbs Nunn

Nunn wins
‘outstanding’
senior award

NEWS 
BREAK

■ Partnership
The Virginia Department of 

Transportation recently partnered 
with Keep Virginia Beautiful to 
help support the agency’s Adopt-
A-Highway program.

The agreement calls for Keep 
Virginia Beautiful to focus on 
engaging volunteers to par-
ticipate in the program aimed at 
beautifying roads throughout the 
Commonwealth and preventing 
litter.


