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KILMARNOCK—For a few hours 
last Saturday, more than 160 con-
cerned citizens participated in a climate 
awareness march in Kilmarnock. They 
marched enthusiastically for a mile 
along Main Street from the Peeble’s 
parking lot at 463 North Main Street to 
Grace Episcopal Church at 303 South 
Main Street.

They were waving at supportive 
horn-honkers and carrying signs. The 
signs, all homemade, were varied and 
imaginative, reported Cathie Ward, 
who had made several to share, using 
foam core board and magic mark-
ers. Virtually all that she saw were 
positive, in good humor and not parti-
san, she said.

“It’s probably unfair to name a 
standout,” she said, but she felt the 
large blow-up globe carried by 
Bob and Susan Wayland of White 
Stone made quite an impression. 
It was affixed with a sign that read: 
“Earth to Mankind, Keep Me Cool.”

Even the pets were fair game—with 
one carrying a sign with a picture of 
Earth that read “I dig it.”

Arrangements had been made so 
that marchers could join in at the 
midpoint at the library.  Judy Lang 
from Ophelia, who joined in at the 
library, ended up being among the last 
in the line of marchers as they nego-
tiated the sidewalks through Kilmar-
nock. 

“I was actually delighted that the 
town had limited us to the sidewalk, 
because that stretched our 160 some 
attendees out into such an impressive 
length and folks in the passing vehi-
cles could read the signs,” she said.

Sponsored by the Northern 
Neck Chapter of Citizens’ Climate 
Lobby, organizers said their involve-
ment had come out of necessity 
when they found it difficult to rent a 
bus to take a group to Washington to Dr. Lynton Land speaks to marchers at the conclusion of the walk. Scientists are in overwhelming 

agreement that the earth is warming and that humans are the primary cause over the past seven decades, 
said Land.  All major faith groups support responsible stewardship on climate change, he added. 

Climate awareness march staged on Main Street, Kilmarnock

America saved Terry “TSoul” Pinkard on Tuesday’s episode of 
NBC’s “The Voice.” The Northumberland High School graduate, 

who was born and raised in Burgess, has made it to this season’s Top 
10 and will perform again for a live broadcast Monday, May 8.

In the Top 11 on Monday, May 1, he performed Sam Smith’s “Lay 
Me Down.” He also played the piano and showed America his skills 
as a performer, working the stage in a way that even amazed his 
coach, Blake Shelton.

The “stage is like home,” said TSoul.
Shelton called him a “beast,” saying he never holds anything back 

when he’s performing.
His brother, niece and parents are in Los Angeles for the live 

shows.
TSoul competed in the Top 12 round on April 24, when he sang 

Willie Nelson’s “You Were Always On My Mind.”
He received the news that America had voted him through to the 

Top 11 during the show Tuesday, April 25, after singing John Len-
non’s “Crippled Inside,” with his teammates and Shelton. 

On the April 16 show, TSoul performed Eddie Floyd’s “Knock on 
Wood.” Prior to his performance, a video about TSoul’s journey to the 
Top 12 showed him returning to NHS last month where he performed 
for students in all three Northumberland schools and met with many 
of his former teachers. 

America got a glimpse of NHS principal Travis Burns and senior 
Trinity Bea presenting TSoul a gift in a related video.

Terry “TSoul” Pinkard

TSoul remains
in the spotlight

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

LANCASTER—On April 27, 
the Lancaster board of supervisors 
approved requests authorizing the 
school board to apply for a $70 mil-
lion United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Develop-
ment Loan and to advertise a request 
for proposals (RFP) related to the 
design phase of school facilities. 

County administrator Frank Pleva 
said he had been in discussions with 
Tara Delaney, a USDA loan specialist. 

“She has volunteered to come and 
talk about their funding program 
for community facilities which this 
would fall under,” said Pleva. 

He indicated Delaney said if the 
schools would apply for a $70 million 
USDA Rural Development Loan, they 
would not be locked into that amount 
until something is signed. 

“Depending on the financial situ-
ation at the time, we realize that we 
might have to modify,” said school 

board chairman Bob Westbrook of 
District 5. 

“We know that we have needs to 
improve our school facilities...but 
I think it would be easier for us to 
make a decision on behalf of all the 
taxpayers if we had some options as 
to whether we do it all at one time or 
not,” said District 1 supervisor F.W. 
“Butch” Jenkins Jr. 

Board chairman District 4 supervi-
sor Bill Lee suggested the RFP allow 
for options so the project can evolve. 

“Until the supervisors decide what 
that scope in cost is going to be, 
you will not be able to finalize a fee 
because you will not know what it is 
going to be based on,” said Pleva. 

District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows 
indicated the RFP would basically lay 
out what the county wants in terms of 
cost and once the RFP is established it 
would allow the board to look at what 
the county can afford. 

“There is no question that the facili-
ties need to be improved,” said District 

5 supervisor B. Wally Beauchamp. 
Bellows introduced a motion to 

authorize the school board to seek 
the USDA loan and issue an RFP. The 
motion passed, 5-0, with support from 
District 2 supervisor Ernest Palin Jr., 
Jenkins, Lee, Beauchamp and Bel-
lows.

Pleva clarified that this approval 
would not be fiscally binding.

The school board also requested 
supervisors raise the real estate tax 
rate one cent per $100 assessed value 
to help fund the project.

“The budget expenditure is based 
on a fiscal year and the tax calendar 
2017,” said Pleva. 

“This process has been going on 
for 19 months and we have tried 
to get this to you as quickly as we 
could, consistent with bringing the 
public along and educating the public 
on these measures...throughout this 
19-month process, there were public 

Facilities committee, school board,
Lancaster supervisors on same bus

by Madison White Franks

LANCASTER—Lancaster super-
visors last week tabled a request to 
appoint a fire marshal to the county’s 
Emergency Management Services 
Department.

EMS Chief Terry McGregor asked 
for the appointment based on what he 
said was a request by the volunteer fire 
departments two years ago. 

“An investigation is required for 
all fires,” said McGregor. He noted it 
would be the job of the fire marshal to 
do that investigation and recommended 
one of the paid rescue squad employees 
from his department for the position. 

“Skip Hall has the required training. 
The request requires no funding and 
no additional training. He is the fire 

inspector for King William County,” 
said McGregor.

Supervisors indicated they would 
like time to talk with the volunteer fire 
departments before proceeding.

Board chairman William Lee made 
the motion to table the request for 30 
days. It passed, 5-0.

In other business, a request from 
David and Pauline Dudley for a spe-
cial exception to place a manufactured 
home on a 2.895-acre parcel off Haypit 
Lane near Moran Creek Road in Weems 
was tabled for 30 days in order to check 
if the property is subject to home owner 
association rules that would not allow a 
manufactured home.

A request from Shamika Johnson for 
a special exception to place a manufac-
tured home on 1.259-acre parcel behind 

341 Devils Bottom Road was approved 
5-0.

Supervisors also unanimously 
approved an application for zoning 
change from Connie and Henry Jett 
Jr. for a 0.783-acre parcel at the site 
of Connie’s Florist, 10639 Mary Ball 
Road near Brookvale to be rezoned 
from A-2, agricultural general, to C-2, 
commercial limited. 

Also by a 5-0 vote, supervisors 
adopted the planning commission’s rec-
ommended amendments to the subdivi-
sion ordinance. The action adds a state 
required notation to final plats requir-
ing a vegetated 100-foot wide buffer 
to development and a notation on final 
plats that on-site sewage treatment sys-
tems must be pumped out every five 
years.

Supervisors to review request for a fire marshal
by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—Supervisors last 
week heard the Virginia Department 
of Transportation’s proposed six-year 
plan for secondary road improve-
ments.

“Paving will take place in October,” 
said Carter White, assistant residency 
administrator for VDOT. 

As proposed, VDOT will spend 

$28,000 for work on Pine Circle; 
$58,000 on Coleman Lane; $48,000 
on Courtney Road; $128,000 on 
Smith Lane and $50,000 on Dymer 
Creek Drive. 

In year two, work is proposed for 
Daniel Drive, Holly Circle, Cedar 
Drive, Forest Haven Drive and Hud-
nall Lane.

Other roads in the pipeline for 
upcoming years include Oliver Lane, 

Green Road, Hawthorne Avenue, 
Chestnut Grove Road, Norris Road, 
Butter Road, Davis Mill Road, Bunker 
Hill Road, Kenner Drive, Field Trial 
Road, Cedar Circle, River Ridge Road, 
Burrell Lane and Gilbert Street.

A related public hearing will be 
held at the May 25 board meeting, 
beginning at 7 p.m. in the County 
Administration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster.

Road improvements outlined for Lancaster
by Audrey Thomasson

CLIMATE, continued on page A2

SCHOOL, continued on page A2
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join a national climate march 
taking place the same day.

“So we said, let’s do our own 
march. We wanted a positive 
event and all to be welcomed, so 
we decided early on to come up 
with our own name and do it as 
non-affiliated,” said Bette Gruben 
of Kilmarnock. 

The group worked with the 
town administrator to secure 
necessary permits and things 
fell into place when rector 
David May of Grace Episcopal 
Church agreed to the use of the 
church parking lot as the des-
tination. The organizers noti-
fied shopkeepers along the route 
of what to expect, as stipulated 
in the permit application; some 
stood outside their establish-
ments and cheered the marchers 
on as they went by. 

Marchers finished up at the 
church parking lot, where they 
were welcomed by march orga-
nizers and listened to a few short 
speeches, including one from 
retired geologist Lynton Land of 
Ophelia, who had some advice 
on how to appeal to what he char-
acterized as climate “skep-
tics.” Scientists, he said, are in 
overwhelming agreement that the 
earth is warming and that humans 
are the primary cause over the 
past seven decades. All major 
faith groups support responsible 
stewardship on climate change, 
he said.  

What Land said that hit 
home with one listener were 
his predictions of the impacts 
on agriculture, in particular 
subsistence farming, resulting 
in mass forced migrations on a 
scale not seen in modern times 
and setting off alarm bells at the 
Defense Department.

“Dr. Land’s observation that 
the U.S military is actively pre-
paring for the impact of climate 
change should convince any 

Susan Wayland displays an 
inflatable globe bearing the 
sign “Earth to Mankind: 
Keep Me Cool.”

meetings throughout the county 
and I appreciate the fact that 
people came to those meetings,” 
said Westbrook. 

“We can realize the value 
because we can afford the cost...
what is really critical about all of 
this is that we keep going with 
the process and that requires the 
application for the loan because 
we have to get in the queue for the 
funds,” he said. 

“When we set the tax rate in 
June or July when we adopt the 
budget, that is where we would 
add the one cent,” said Bellows. 

Jenkins noted there is no need 
for an action on the request to add 
one cent to taxes because it would 
be a part of the board’s budget 
process. 

Bellows indicated this did not 
mean that the supervisors are 
approving or denying the request 
but when the appropriate time 
comes, the supervisors will take 
up the request due to other funds 
being needed in the county’s 
budget.

“I appreciate the fact that 
the relationships between this 
board and the school board has 
improved to the point that we can 
have these kinds of discussions 
and honestly talk with each other 
about the issues at this county 
and that the schools face...if we 
are going to continue any kind 
of economic development future 
here, improving our schools to be 
the best they can be are priority 
number one and something that 
we have to do,” said Bellows. 
School board action

The school board on April 26 
accepted the recommendations 
from an ad hoc school facilities 
committee to build a new middle 

and high school and renovate the 
current middle school for ele-
mentary classes. 

District 4 school board member 
Joan Gravatt introduced a motion 
to accept the recommendations 
and District 2 school board 
member Kenya Moody seconded 
the motion. Westbrook and Dis-
trict 3 school board member 
Audrey Thomasson supported 
the motion and District 1 school 
board member Bob Smart cast 
the only opposing vote, resulting 
in a 4-1 decision to pursue the 
project.

They also voted, 5-0, to seek 
the tax increase

Thomasson indicated how 
important it is to request the 
increase. 

“One of the schools that I got to 
visit in Virginia Beach, in antici-
pation of building schools…
continually saved every year in 
their taxes and they took $10 mil-
lion of their taxes towards new 
schools. This county has not done 
that but luckily our administra-
tion has been fiscally responsible 
and has made the steps to stop 
spending in the capital improve-
ment budget, to accumulate some 
of that money…I feel that it is 
really important and in the future 
for the board of supervisors to 
start thinking and planning ahead 
for the future of this county,” said 
Thomasson. 

“I think the money that we save 
should be set aside for things like 
this. We keep our budget stringent 
to save taxpayers money but also 
don’t you think it’s a little wise 
to have savings in case some-
thing comes up?…the budget has 
decreased,” said Moody. 

“What has happened in the 
past is that the schools have asked 
that unspent money be set aside 
in a special designated account 
towards them and the board of 
supervisors at the time said that 
was not possible by law, but I am 
seeing it done in so many other 
counties,” said Thomasson. 

“I believe that the time has 
come, we need to seriously look 
at upgrading our school infra-
structure and I really like the idea 
of a school escrow account,” said 
Smart. 

The school board also took 
action to pursue the USDA fund-
ing. The motion passed, 4-0-1, 
with Smart abstaining.

“Just because the application is 

made for $70 million, it doesn’t 
mean that the entire loan has to 
be for that amount. It is going 
to depend on what comes out 
of the design phase and what is 
approved by the board of supervi-
sors. It will be better to apply and 
not use than to apply for too little 
and need more,” said superinten-
dent Steve Parker. 

The final action item, seeking 
authorization to issue the RFP, 
also passed, 5-0.

“This is exactly where we 
wanted to go…phase one is com-
plete, ” said Moody. 

“There is an importance in 
moving forward because in 2012 
when the other facilities study 
was done, nothing went further 
than that and I think the commu-
nity got very frustrated that things 
just fell apart,” said Thomasson. 

“It’s the responsibility of the 
school board to make decisions 
about what is best for our stu-
dents…we are going to meet that 
responsibility” said Westbrook.

“We really appreciate them 
[school facilities committee] 
guiding us so that we can make 
a decision. Everything has been 
open and I feel that I can make 
a decision with the information 
that they gave us and I would like 
to be the one to say thank you,” 
said Gravatt. 

“We all have personal values 
and opinions…when I sit on 
this board, I don’t speak for me, 
I don’t make decisions for me, 
I make decisions for the people 
that elected me on this board and 
I speak for my constituents,” said 
Moody. 

She thanked the school facili-
ties committee and noted that the 
members conducted true com-
munity service for the county. 

Thomasson then commented 
that board member Smart 
“hijacked the spotlight from the 
public” at a hearing April 18. 

She also accused Smart of 
breeching confidentiality by 
informing the public about busi-
ness that was held in closed 
session and also of conducting 
school business as an individual 
board member when that is not 
allowed. 

“You showed you are not a 
team player by refusing to partici-
pate in an open and transparent 
process,” said Thomasson. 

“I am entitled as a citizen to 
call whoever I want,” said Smart.

die-hard skeptic that it’s real, 
it’s happening and we need to 
get serious about it,” said Jeff 
Wainscott of Burgess.

By noon, the march had closed 
down, with many people taking 
advantage of the town trolley 
that had been secured to get 
them back to their cars. The 
mood among participants was 
celebratory, with many feeling 
that the events had surpassed 
their expectations.

Bob Weekley of Irvington 
was encouraged by what he saw 
as signs of bipartisan involve-
ment.  

“Political conservatives and 
liberals came together to pro-
claim that whatever our differ-
ences, protection of our planet 
is a must,” said Weekley. “As 
gatherings like the one in 
Kilmarnock spread across the 
U.S., we can see hope that most 
Americans care about our envi-
ronment.”

School facilities
continued from page A1

Climate march
continued from page A1

Freshman Hannah Wilmer received more than one 
ribbon with her paintings. 

The Lancaster County Public Schools (LCPS) 27th annual Spring Art Show, featuring artworks 
of students systemwide and edible art created by school families, was held Saturday at Lancaster 
Middle School in Kilmarnock. This sampling represents just a few of the many winners. The 
event is sponsored by the Rappahannock Art League (RAL), Rappahannock Foundation for the 
Arts, LCPS and the PTAs of the middle and primary schools. Photos by Madison White Franks

Seventh-grader Destiny McCarraher won a blue ribbon 
for her drawing of the blue-eyed man.

Fourth-grader Mason 
Walker placed first for his 
crisp rice cereal fruit bowl.

Kindergartener Susanna 
Geier won a blue ribbon for 
her edible turtle.

Lancaster students exhibit their creations

WHITE STONE—Town 
Council will take a second 
look at its proposed fiscal year 
2018 budget at 7 p.m. today, 
May 4, at the Town Hall, 433 
Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone. 

Council reviewed the rev-
enue portion of the proposed 
$159,240 budget in April. A 
completed budget proposal 
will be reviewed tonight with 
adjusted revenue and expendi-
ture figures, said town admin-
istrator Patrick Frere. Council 
will hold a public hearing and 
vote on the budget in June. 

Frere also plans to make an 
announcement regarding addi-
tional grant funding for the 
town’s public sewer project, 
which is part of a Phase I reno-
vation in the town. Work on 
the housing rehabilitation por-
tion of the project has already 
gotten under way with con-
struction ongoing at two of the 
properties. Frere will report on 
the construction progress. 

Council also will hear com-
mittee reports and a report from 
police chief Cliff Dawson.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Follow Us  
@RappRecord
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EVERY SUNDAY, 4-7 P.M.

SUNDAY 
SUPPER
at the Kilmarnock Inn

Dream’s Fashion
B O U T I Q U E

453-9453
684-B Jessie duPont Highway, Burgess, VA

OPEN HOUSE
May 11, 12 & 13

Wildest Dreams Spring Makeover
New Name - New Location

Irvington Commons
Sunday, May 28

FREE Concert 2:00 pm

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

Bring your friends and family, picnics, lawn chairs, flags, and  
a desire to hear one of our country’s foremost military bands!

Presented by The Irvington Village Improvement Association
Free Hot Dogs and Chips Provided by Chesapeake Bank

Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
charges against seven individuals.
Felonies

Jonathan A. Towles, 19, of 
Merry Point Road was charged 
April 25 with the felony sale of 
marijuana and distribution of a 
controlled substance.

 Hla Kyee, 36, of Richmond 
was charged April 25 with four 
felony counts of taking indecent 
liberties with a child.

Thomas M. Licht, 28, of Top-
ping was charged April 26 with 
felony revocation of a suspended 
sentence and probation. 
Misdemeanors

A Windmill Point Road man, 
21, was charged April 24 with 
driving with a suspended or 
revoked license.

A Twin Branch Road woman, 
18, was charged April 26 with 
assault and battery.

A Heathsville man, 36, was 
charged April 26 with contempt 
of court.

A Windmill Point Road man, 
24, was charged April 30 with 
public intoxication.
Activity report

April 24: Staff responded to 
the 6000 block of Windmill Point 
Road for a possible assault, to the 
11100 block of River Road for 
a juvenile behavioral complaint, 
to the 300 block of Twin Branch 
Road for a domestic disturbance 
involving weapons, to the 700 
block of Sage Hill Road for a 
missing juvenile, to the 8800 
block of Mary Ball Road for a 
fight in progress, and to the 100 
block of East Highview Drive for 
a suspicious person.

April 25: Staff responded 
to the 8800 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a fight in progress, to 
Ivey Creek Road for several shots 
fired from a weapon, to the 1300 
block of Hunton Lane to assist 
with enforcement of a protective 
order, and to the 100 block of 
Edgewood Lane for an attempted 
fraud.

April 26: Staff responded to 
Mary Ball Road for a two-vehicle 
traffic crash, to the 8800 block of 
Mary Ball Road for a drug viola-
tion, to the 8800 block of Mary 
Ball Road for a fight in progress, 
and to the 100 block of West 
Highview Drive for an assault.

April 27: Staff responded 
to the 400 block of King Carter 
Drive for a large truck blocking 
the highway, to Kamps Mill and 
Mary Ball roads for a two-vehi-
cle traffic crash, to the 400 block 
of North Main Street to assist 
Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) with a fight in progress, 
and Rappahannock and Chesa-
peake drives for a suspicious 
person.

April 28: Staff responded 
to the 400 block of Lancaster 
Drive for disorderly conduct by 
a juvenile, to Chesapeake Drive 
for a traffic hazard caused by a 
disabled vehicle, to the 400 block 
of King Carter Road for a traffic 
hazard, and to the 10100 block 
of River Road for the report of a 
civil matter.

April 29: Staff responded to 
the 1300 block of Windmill Point 
Road for trespassers, responded 
to the 300 block of Campbell 
Road for a noise violation from 
loud music, to the 1800 block 
of Morattico Road for reck-
less drivers, to the 800 block of 
Chesapeake Drive for a verbal 
disturbance, to the 200 block of 
Greenwood Court for brandish-
ing a firearm, and o the 20300 
block of Mary Ball Road for a 
domestic disturbance.

April 30: Staff responded 
to the 8200 block of Mary Ball 
Road for motorcycles driving 
recklessly, to the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge for a suspi-
cious person, to the 100 block of 
Holly Haven Road for the report 
of a domestic disturbance, to the 

Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks 
information on the where-
abouts of Sherman Mat-
thew Stewart Jr., 35.

The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office holds 
warrants for Stewart on 
the charges of grand lar-
ceny and breaking and 
entering.

Stewart has brown 
eyes and black hair. He 
is 6 feet, 6 inches tall and 
weighs 220 pounds. He 
has scars on his left arm 
and tattoos on both arms. 

He was in the Balti-
more area and is possibly 
now in this area.

Report related informa-
tion to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-
7463. You do not have to 
give your name or appear 
in court. Crime Solv-
ers pays rewards up to 
$1,000. All information is 
confidential.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME 
SOLVERS

Sherman Matthew 
Stewart Jr. 

600 block of Johns Neck Road 
for the report of vandalism, to the 
100 block of Grand Villa Drive 
for vandalism of property, to the 
1700 Taylor’s Creek Road for 
a fight in progress, to the 6000 
block of Windmill Point Road 
for an intoxicated person acting 
disorderly, to the 200 block of 
Lumberlost Road for a domes-
tic disturbance, to the 100 block 
of Cedar Lane for a suspicious 
person, to the 300 block of Twin 
Branch Road for a domestic dis-
turbance, and to the 100 block of 
Doggett Lane for a domestic dis-
turbance.

Staff also conducted nine traf-
fic stops, issued four summonses, 
assisted two motorists, recorded 
two deer strike accidents, han-
dled five calls for traffic control, 
investigated 10 building alarms, 
logged four inmate transports, 
received five E911 hang-up calls 
and fielded four calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to three 
fire/smoke alarms on Blackstump 
Road, as well as a fire/smoke 
alarm on White Marsh Lane and 
with White Stone VFD to a fire/
smoke alarm on Weems Road. 
Kilmarnock VFD also responded 
to traffic crashes on Good Luck 
and Harris roads.

Northumberland Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this 
week reported charges against 25 
individuals.
Felonies

Larry Tyrone Williams of 
North Chesterfield was charged 
April 18 on a Direct Indict-
ment from the Northumberland 
County Multi-jurisdictional 
Grand Jury for two counts of 
aggravated sexual battery.

Jennifer Alice Campagne, 47, 
of Hague was charged April 19 
on a Direct Indictment from the 
Northumberland County Multi-

jurisdictional Grand Jury for 
three counts of sell/distribution 
for a controlled substance, sched-
ule I or II. She was arrested by the 
Virginia State Police.

Corey Devon Moody Jr., 25, 
of Kilmarnock was charged April 
19 on a Direct Indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-jurisdictional Grand Jury 
for one count of possession with 
intent to sell or distribute mari-
juana. Moody was arrested by 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Angelica Marie Leonora 
Godbey, 26, of Heathsville was 
charged April 19 on a Direct 
Indictment from the Northum-
berland County Multi-jurisdic-
tional Grand Jury for two counts 
of selling/distribution of a sched-
ule II drug and one count of reck-
less disregard for human life/
child.

Michael W. Lynch, 43, of 
Saluda was charged April 20 
on a Direct Indictment from the 
Northumberland County Multi-
jurisdictional Grand Jury for 
four counts of selling/distribu-
tion of a schedule II drug. Lynch 
was arrested by the Middlesex 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Joyce Ann Ball, 56, of Heaths-
ville was charged April 20 on 
a Direct Indictment from the 
Northumberland County Multi-
jurisdictional Grand Jury for two 
counts of reckless disregard for 
human life/child and one count of 
selling/distribution of a schedule 
II drug. She was arrested by the 
Westmoreland County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Thomas William Beck III, 66, 
of Reedville was charged April 
20 on a Direct Indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-jurisdictional Grand Jury 
for possession with intent to sell 
or distribute marijuana.

Montelle Lee Reaves, 28, of 
Callao was charged April 24 with 
a capias to show cause for failing 
to appear in the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court.

Montelle Lee Reaves, 28, 
of Farnham was charged April 
24 with felony credit card lar-
ceny, credit card fraud, a capias/
attachment of the body for fail-
ing to appear and a misdemeanor 
charge of credit card fraud, all 
from the City of Richmond. He 
also was charged with a capias 
from the Richmond County Cir-
cuit Court for violation of his pro-
bation on a felony offense. All of 
these charges were served by the 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Jonathan Arthur Towles, 19, of 
Lancaster was charged April 25 
on a direct indictment from the 
Northumberland County Multi-
jurisdictional Grand Jury with 
one count of possession with 
intent to distribute marijuana 
and one count of selling/dis-
tributing a controlled substance, 
schedule II. Towles was arrested 
by the Lancaster County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Kimberly Latrice Adams, 19, 
of Hague was charged May 1 
with embezzlement from the 
Northumberland Dollar General 
Store. Adams was arrested by the 
Westmoreland County Sheriff’s 
Office.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman was 
charged, April 13 on a summons 
for criminally trespassing after 
being forbidden to do so.

A Heathsville man, 31, was 
charged April 16 with brandish-
ing a firearm and assault and bat-
tery of a family member.

A Kilmarnock man, 34, was 
charged April 16 with being 
drunk in public.

A Heathsville man, 21, was 
charged April 16 with driving 
suspended. He was arrested by 
the KPD. This was a Northum-
berland County warrant.

A Reedville woman, 60, was 
charged April 20 with two capias/
attachment of the body for fail-
ing to appear in both Northum-
berland County General District 
Court and Northumberland 
County Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court.

A Kilmarnock woman, 41, was 
charged April 22 with a capias/
attachment of the body for failing 
to comply with a court order.

A Heathsville man, 49, was 
charged April 24 with driving 
under the influence, reckless 
driving and having an open con-
tainer.

A Callao man, 33, was charged 
April 24 with trespassing on 
posted property, urge others to 
trespass, hunt on prohibited land 
and unlawful hunting.

A Fredericksburg man, 54, 
was charged April 26 with driv-
ing suspended/third or more 
offense, altered/forged license 
plates. He also was issued a 
summons for uninsured vehi-
cle and making a u-turn, with 
poor visibility.

A Farnham woman, 26, was 
charged April 26 with a capias/
attachment of the body for failing 
to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A Callao man, 33, was charged 
April 27 with violating a protec-
tive order/second offense. 

A Heathsville man, 46, was 
charged April 29 with possession 
of alcohol on school grounds.

A Reedville woman, 24, was 
charged April 30 with selling/dis-
tribution of marijuana, less than a 
half ounce.

A Callao man, 56, was charged 
April 30 with violating a protec-
tive order.

CLARAVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
May 8, at Northumberland High 
School, 201 Academic Lane, 
Claraville. The meeting will be 
preceded by a closed session at 
5 p.m.

Presentations will include 
SeaPerch and Scenario Writ-
ers by Shauna McCranie and a 
report on After Prom by Jacque 
Jett. 

Superintendent Holly Wargo 
will give the first read of policy 
changes to the code of con-
duct and meals and present the 
school’s teacher of the year.

She also will report on dis-
cipline and attendance. Debbie 
Devivi will present the end of 
course SOL testing schedule. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will meet at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
May 9, at the LCPS Annex, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock. 

The school board will hear 
from acting high school princi-
pal Barbara Bohannon. 

The board also may vote to 
increase member pay effective 
January 1, 2018. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

RRecord.com
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IRVINGTON  
FARMERS 
MARKET

This Saturday
9:00am-1:00pm

Sponsored by the
Irvington Village Improvement Association

CAR 
SHOW
WEEKEND

SATURDAY 

& SUNDAY 

MAY 6 & 7, 2017

480 KING CARTER DRIVE • IRVINGTON, VIRGINIA 22480 • Hotel Direct 804.438.5000 • Toll Free 800.843.3746 • TIDESINN.COM

NORTHERN NECK ROAD TOUR 
SATURDAY, MAY 6 • 9:30 AM

Join us for a road trip through the 

Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula!

• Depart the Tides at 9:30 am

• We provide a route map, morning 

 and afternoon refreshment breaks 

 and a picnic lunch

$30 PER CAR 
Preregistration required

CLASSIC CAR SHOW
SUNDAY, MAY 7 • 10 AM – 2 PM

• Cars from every decade

• Live music featuring Mercy Creek

• Great food and refreshments   

 available for purchase

• First 100 classic cars to register will 

 get a commemorative dash plaque

SHOW ENTRY FEE $20
Preregistration required

FREE ADMISSION TO SHOW 
– OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

CALL 804.438.4489 TO REGISTER OR TO GET INFO. Special package rates available.

MERCY CREEK

Offering the Latest Trends at Affordable Prices 
for Your Home & Wardrobe

26 th Anniversary Sale

LANCASTER—A third man 
was arraigned last Friday on 
firearms charges for an incident 
at a 2010 yard party that ended 
in a young woman’s death. Two 
other defendants were arraigned 
April 21.

Marvin Wendell Davenport Jr. 
of Warsaw was arraigned in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court on 
two felony charges of possession 
of a weapon by a violent felon 
and reckless handling of a fire-
arm. Davenport is serving time 
in the Northern Neck Regional 
Jail on unrelated charges from 
another county.

According to police reports 
at the time, in the early morning 
hours of July 18, 2010, guns were 
fired at a yard party in Nuttsville. 
Jasmine Smith was hit by a stray 
bullet and died on route to the 
hospital.

Davenport was charged with 
the firearms felonies as were his 
cousin Demar Antonio Daven-
port and a cousin of the victim 
Kevin O’Neil Fauntleroy. 

Demar Davenport and Fauntle-
roy were granted bond last week. 
No one has been charged with 
Smith’s murder.

The Davenports’ cases are set 
for trial June 30; Fauntleroy’s for 
July 7. 

Judge R. Michael McKenney 
also heard the following cases on 
April 28.

The court ordered a capias for 
the arrest of James Milton Veney 
of Hampton for probation viola-
tion on a felony conviction.

A capias was ordered for the 
arrest of Rosa Maria Turner of 
Smithfield when she failed to 
show up in court on two charges 
of probation violation for con-
struction fraud in failing to pay 
restitution of $174,000.

Allen Conaway of Wicomico 
Church, charged with probation 
violation on one felony and three 
misdemeanor convictions, was 
granted a continuance to May 12.

Derrick Saunders of Lancaster, 
charged with probation viola-
tion on a felony conviction, was 
granted a continuance due to his 
attorney having a family emer-
gency. He was assigned a new 
court appointed attorney. Trial is 
set for June 9. He lost a bid for 
bond.

Ronyece M. Turpin of Warsaw 
was granted a continuance on 
charges of probation violation on 
a felony conviction.

Phillip Ethan Dean of White 
Stone was found guilty of pro-
bation violations on two felony 
convictions and given an active 
sentence of nine months and 
ordered to participate in a drug 
treatment program. He was 
granted work release and given 
two years supervised probation 
upon release. 

Brandy Nicole Bartron of 
Newport News was charged with 
noncompliance with an alco-
hol addiction program. She was 
assigned a court appointed attor-
ney. Trial is set for June 30.

Matthew Quentin Rosner 
could not be served on violation 
of probation on three felony con-
victions. The case was continued 
to July 28. 

Kenneth B. Jackson of Top-
ping was in court for probation 
violation on a felony and a misde-

RICHMOND—It’s been 31 
years since an Essex County 
jury convicted Emerson Stevens 
of the abduction and murder of 
Mary Keyser Harding from her 
Ottoman home while her two pre-
school children were sleeping the 
evening of August 22, 1985.

It was the second trial for then 
32-year-old Stevens, a resident of 
Bertrand. A Westmoreland jury 
several months earlier had failed 
to reach a verdict. 

Harding’s body was found 
floating in shallow waters of the 
Rappahannock River near Morat-
tico five days after her disappear-
ance. Stevens was convicted of 
strangling the 24-year old mother 
and cutting her body with a knife. 
He was sentenced to 164 years 
and one day in a state peniten-
tiary.

Three weeks ago, the five-
member Virginia Parole Board 
granted Stevens parole. Board 
chairwoman Adrianne Bennett 
said Stevens, now 63, has been a 
model inmate at Greensville Cor-

Emerson Stevens to be paroled
by Audrey Thomasson rectional Center in Jarratt.

“He has not had one single 
infraction during the time he has 
served,” said Bennett. “Also, he 
has contributed to positive things 
within the system.” 

Under state law in place at the 
time of his conviction, inmates 
sentenced to life for first-degree 
murder are eligible for annual 
parole consideration after 15 
years. But in the mid-1990s, a law 
was enacted that abolished parole 
for anyone convicted in 1995 or 
later, except for a sentence reduc-
tion of 15% for good behavior 
and “geriatric” consideration for 
prisoners over age 60 who served 
more than 10 years. 

However, advocates for “old 
law” prisoners started to see a 
decline in parole, although the 
new law did not apply to them. 
A lawsuit was filed asserting that 
the annual parole rate for those 
convicted of violent crimes prior 
to 1995 had gradually fallen from 
40% to 5% by 2008. 

In January 2017, Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe appointed Bennett 
to chair the parole board, which 

may have turned the tide for some 
aging prisoners. 

In a telephone interview, Ben-
nett said the board is looking at 
the cases of prisoners who have 
been incarcerated for decades, 
but have demonstrated they are 
no longer a threat to the commu-
nity.

“Stevens’ case has been under 
review since last August,” she 
said. “The board wants to do the 
right thing by the community and 
victim’s family. We would not 
release people who are a danger 
to the community…My first pri-
ority will always be public safety.” 

Stevens is expected to be 
released to the Franklin city area 
of Southampton County some-
time after May 18, said Bennett. 
One condition of parole is that 
he is not allowed to have contact 
with the victim’s family.

“The (parole) decision was 
conveyed to me by letter,” said 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Jan 
Smith. “When it comes to me, I 
will read it.”

He noted the decision to 
release Stevens “goes more to 

his conduct as a model prisoner 
than the underlying offenses. The 
jury rarely gets it wrong,” Smith 
added.

Four years ago, the Innocence 
Project of the University of Vir-
ginia School of Law began inves-
tigating Stevens’ conviction. They 
stated the 1986 science used to 
test the only direct evidence—a 
single strand of brown hair found 
on a shirt in Stevens’ truck—was 
no longer valid. DNA testing on 
the hair was ordered in 2010, but 
proved inconclusive. They also 
accused the prosecutor at the time 
of knowingly delivering false tes-
timony from witnesses and not 
turning over exculpatory evi-
dence to the defense “on which 
those false testimony claims are 
based.” Additionally, the Inno-
cence Project stated the medical 
examiner no longer believed a 
knife caused the victim’s wounds, 
but were more consistent with a 
boat propeller hitting the body 
while it was in the water.

Actions of the Innocence 
Project have no bearing on deci-
sions of the parole board.

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

one true bill for felony petit lar-
ceny. Trial is set for June 9.

of Heathsville, one true bill for 
felony wearing a mask. Trial is 
set for May 26.

bills for felony grand larceny. 
Arraignment is set for May 12. 
Capias issued.

bills for felony grand larceny. 
Arraignment is set for May 12. 
Capias issued.

true bills for felony grand larceny. 
Arraignment is set for May 12. 
Capias issued.

of Lancaster, two true bills for 
felony grand larceny. Arraign-
ment is set for May 12. Stevens 
was arrested on a capias. 

In the April 26 article, “Tower 
opposition testimony dominates 
hearing by SCC,” Virginia Out-
doors Foundation stewardship 
director Martha Little was mis-
quoted. 

Little said, “The Board of 
Trustees have concerns about 
large scale utility projects impair-
ing conservation values of pro-
tected resources. They are also 
concerned about the loss of con-
fidence by the public in the effec-
tiveness of the easement program 
through the degradation of those 
protected resources.”

She did not discuss Domin-
ion’s credibility with the public, 
as implied. 

Correction

meanor conviction. Judge McK-
enney sentenced Jackson to 85 
days in jail, a year of supervised 
probation and assigned him to a 
drug program and mental counsel-
ing. He was granted work release.

Brandon Todd Fisher of White 
Stone failed to show up on three 
probation violations for felony 
and misdemeanor convictions. 
The case was continued to June 9.

Deondre Lampkin of Heaths-
ville had disposition deferred to 
October 27 on a probation viola-
tion for felony conviction. “If you 
can’t do the probation, you get the 
penalty” of five years, the judge 
told Lampkin.

Dawn Marie Clarke of 
Sandston was granted a continu-
ance because her attorney was 
not available for court. The case 
of felony unauthorized use of 
a vehicle, failure to appear and 
destruction of property will be 
heard May 12.

Dwayne Dante Noel of New-
port News pled guilty to misde-
meanor possession of marijuana 
and manufacture of a controlled 
substance. He received an active 
sentence of five years seven 
months. 

The case of Oriel Purchell Lee 
of Reedville, charged with pre-
trial violation on a felony, is set 
for trial on June 9.

Maria F. Thompson, charged 
with eight felonies and four mis-
demeanors of forgery, uttering 
and obtaining money under false 
pretenses, left court before her 
case was called. The court issued 
a capias for her arrest. The case 
was continued to May 12.

Dasmine Durrell Fisher 
of Weems was given a court 
appointed attorney on felony 
charges of selling Schedule I/II 
drugs and manufacturing a con-
trolled substance. A bench trial is 
set for July 7.
Grand jury 

A grand jury issued true bills 
in the following cases:

Heathsville, one true bill for pos-
session of drugs. Trial is set for 
May 29.

-
caster, three true bills for felony 
failure to stop at an accident, 
unauthorized use of a vehicle and 
destruction of property. Trial is 
set for July 21.

Heathsville, one true bill for 
receiving stolen goods. Trial is 
set for August 4.
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would like to congratulate Realtors® who have earned awards  
for outstanding sales performance in 2016

THE
Northern Neck Association of Realtors

Gregory Corsa

Shore Realty, Inc.
Sandra Hargett

Coldwell Banker
Chesapeake Bay Properties

Ruby

Lawrence Barrack

Jim & Pat Carter RE

Melissa Bradley

Shore Realty, Inc. 

Rosa Johnson

Exit Mid-River RE

Diamond

Gold Silver

Bronze

Platinum

Robbie Booth

Shore Realty, Inc.

Barbara Bragg

Bragg & Co

Kevin Kuykendall

Middle Bay Realty

Joe Hunt

Coldwell Banker

Bo Bragg

Bragg & Co

Patti Minor

Hometown Realty

Steve Jones

Middle Bay Realty

Jimmy Coates

Exit Mid-Rivers RE

Travis Powell

Select Properties of VA

Kenny Kuykendall

Middle Bay Realty

David & Katie Dew

IsaBell K. Horsley RE

Cathy Rowe

Select Properties of VA

Jason Patton

Bay River Realty

David Fine

River & Rural RE

Neena Rodgers

IsaBell K. Horsley RE
Hunter Law

IsaBell K. Horsley RE

Teresa Russ

Exit Mid-Rivers RE

Becky Haynie

Coldwell Banker

Catherine Bennett

Melrose Plantation
Real Estate LLC

Bliss Coates

Bay River Realty
Debbie Turpin

Coldwell Banker
George English

Bay River Realty
Barbara Thomas

Hometown Realty
Pat Willett 

IsaBell K. Horsley RE

This awards program is on a voluntary basis. There may be some recipients who are qualified but have elected not to participate.

2016  
Sales Awards

Mindy Bowles 

Middle Bay Realty
Pam Nelson

Middle Bay Realty
Debbie Newsome

Van Land Realty 
Samantha VanSaun 

Select Properties of VA
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

One of my goals as a parent was for my 
children to learn to play the piano.   

Given my late start at fatherhood, by the 
time the B.E.s came along, my good friend 
Betty Crandell, for decades the piano guru 
of the Northern Neck, had retired from 
teaching.

In a conversation with Charlotte Swaffin, I 
mentioned my interest, and she immediately 
directed me to Dr. Martha Stonequist, thus 
began for our family one of the most inter-
esting associations and delightful friend-
ships that we have experienced.

At the time Marty was living in a home 
in the midst of Kilmarnock with her two 
pet cats. She had retired as the City His-
torian and Archivist of Saratoga Springs, 
N.Y., and moved to Virginia a couple of 
years earlier. Appropriately, the focal point 
of the interior of the house was her mag-
nificent grand piano. In addition to teach-
ing, each Sunday she was the pianist at 
Morattico Baptist Church, a role she filled 
for over 10 years.

When I called her to inquire about the B.E.s 
taking lessons, she initially told me that she 
did not teach piano, rather she taught chil-
dren, in the process of which they learned to 

play the piano. The distinction was clear, and 
over the course of the next several years, it 
was manifest in many ways. As time passed 
and I met others of her students, I learned 
that they could be of any age, for Marty con-
siders learning to be both an ageless passage 
and a timeless process.

Another nuance, albeit of great signifi-
cance, was Marty’s selection of the books for 
the children to use. Instead of sending us to 
a music store to buy the books, she procured 
them herself after having met the B.E.s, and 
having determined what book would be cor-
rect for each. Throughout the years that they 
studied under her tutelage, they never used 

the same book, but at times each enjoyed 
playing a piece out of the other’s book. Once 
on a whim, I attempted to piggyback on the 
lessons, when the B.E.s taught me to play a 
few notes of Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy.”  My 
performance was not stellar, but perhaps one 
day I might become one of Marty’s students 
myself, given life’s vagaries.

Marty is the younger daughter of a pro-
fessor of sociology at Skidmore College 
in New York. She spent her undergraduate 
career at Goucher College in Baltimore, and 
received her doctorate from the University 
of Colorado. Music and history have been 
the guiding interests of her life, and she has 
excelled to the fullest in each.  While serving 
as city historian of Saratoga Springs, she co-
authored a book with Timothy A. Holmes, 
Saratoga Springs, A Historical Portrait, on 
the city’s past, replete with numerous photo-
graphs, published in 2000.

Marty’s worldview drew form and inspira-
tion early in her career when she served as a 
Peace Corps Volunteer in Ethiopia. When she 
described her Ethiopian experience, I told 
her that the closest I had come to Ethiopia 
was standing in the crowd to see the Emperor 
Haile Selassie when he came to Washington 

on a state visit.  
Several years after we met her, Marty 

decided to move to Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury, where she took an end cot-
tage in order to be able to continue to give 
her piano lessons. The move was smooth, 
and as I would wait while the B.E.s were 
taking their lessons, I enjoyed reading the 
collection of journals whereby she kept us 
with the world at large. She is the proverbial 
“deep thinker,” and her reading tastes mani-
fest her varied interests.

On Sunday, Marty is scheduled to become 
an octogenarian, a fact which those who 
know her must accept on her word, espe-
cially as she has yet to be able to count even 
a dozen gray hairs. Her time here in the 
Northern Neck has been a wonderful gift to 
her students and those who have been privi-
leged to hear her play in a wide spectrum 
of venues. When either of the B.E.s sits to 
play the piano, I am grateful to Marty for the 
musical abilities she has nurtured in them, 
and more broadly for the qualities of living 
a good life that she imbues in everyone she 
meets.

Happy Birthday, Marty!  “Ad multos 
annos!”

When I called her to inquire 
about the B.E.s taking lessons, 
she initially told me that she 
did not teach piano, rather she 
taught children, in the process 
of which they learned to play 
the piano. 

Focal Point

Recent April showers saturated the entire area. This bluebird in Weems looked like he'd 
had enough.

Photo by Barbara Richards

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Last Saturday evening a small crowd of people who love music 
and know that great music can be great fun enjoyed an amazing 
evening at Good Luck Cellars. 

Cheryl Davis and her friends, Steve Custer, Arline Hinton, 
Celeste Gates and Eric Jacobson, put on a memorable show for 
a roomful of friends. Cheryl sang, the musicians played, together 
or alone, in musical conversations with the singer. 

The recital was a rare event. The music was superb. Davis has a 
powerful and unerring soprano and the musicianship of the play-
ers—cello, piano, clarinet, violin—was faultless. The music, by 
the way, was not easy; Davis and friends made it seem so, but 
they were handling complicated and demanding compositions.

I am continually amazed at the depth and breadth of musical 
talent in this community. The setting was informal and intimate, 
the audience sitting at tables and sipping wine, the musicians 
talking back and forth to each other and the audience, teasing 
each other about hard spots in the music, talking to each other 
and the audience about what they were doing and how the music 
worked.

For me the highlights were songs based on poems by A. E. 
Housman, and the four Beatles songs that ended the program. 
A self-styled stick-in-the-mud friend of mine opined that the 
Beatles songs could well have been omitted, but different strokes 
for different folks, no? I loved the Beatles songs and clearly so 
did Cheryl. 

This was chamber music at its best: friends playing enjoyable 
music for friends.

Terry Greene,
Wicomico Church

Performance struck a chord

The time is now when we must own up to the evidence that 
stares us in the face and to those pesky things called facts. 

If the deal is so good that there is no way it can be true and in 
fact it wasn't, we have been conned. It is often repeated that we 
are entitled to our own opinion but not our own facts. You would 
have to have extremely poor eyesight or a rigidly closed mind not 
to see the lies, contradictions, ineptitude and hypocrisy demon-
strated by the current administration on a frequent basis. 

A sampling of what I speak is the fact that he tried to mislead, 
was incompetent or just didn't have any idea where our nuclear 
aircraft carrier was or the direction it was headed. I suspect it was 
some of all of those. 

Mr. Trump believes in do as I say not what I do. Why should 
Americans have to file their taxes when the head of our govern-
ment has shown no evidence that he has done so recently?

Over 60% of all Americans want to see his taxes despite that he 
keeps saying otherwise. Who really believes you can have a tax 
plan to reform our tax code on one sheet of paper?

Audits don't prevent you from releasing your taxes. Do we 
know how the plan, once it is written, will benefit him and his 
cronies? 

He says drain the swamp. He brought the swamp with him. 
Here is a small sampling of the areas he has flip-flopped or just 
abandoned after the con worked: Mexico builds the wall, birther, 
golfing vacations, executive orders, teleprompter use, China cur-
rency manipulation, job report fake under Obama, and Russian 
connections.

Lloyd N. Hill,
White Stone

America, we’ve been conned

There has been much recent discussion about whether to build 
new, or renovate old, public schools. I'd like to offer a different 
approach to this subject. 

Food, clothing and shelter are prerequisites for formal educa-
tion because, without them, students would be dead. Therefore, 
food, clothing and shelter are more important than formal educa-
tion.

It is universally accepted that parents are solely responsible for 
providing food, clothing and shelter for their children. There is 
no legal or moral responsibility for requiring anyone else to pay 
for those goods except, perhaps, in extreme situations.

So, if parents are responsible for providing the most important 
goods for the children, it follows that there can be no justifica-
tion for requiring anyone else to pay for less important goods for 
those children. Such as formal education. 

If Lancaster parents want new school facilities, indeed, if they 
want schools at all, then they, and they alone, should pay for 
them. Just like they pay for their cars, homes, video games and 
college. If they are unwilling to do so, they should explain their 
reasons. Publicly. That way, the public will be able to determine 
whether their reasons are logically compelling or merely a pre-
tentious camouflage for freeloading. 

Freeloading? Sounds harsh. 
But, if the shoe fits...

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Parents should pay for schools

YOUR LETTERS

On April 28, the Rappahannock Record pub-
lished a short three lines on its website regard-
ing the parole of Emerson Stevens. These three 
lines do not tell the whole story. 

However, the manner in which the Record 
conveyed this information misrepresented the 
circumstances surrounding Mr. Stevens’ release 
and we believe readers deserve all the details to 
properly form their own opinion. 

As previously reported by the Record, the 
Innocence Project filed a petition for a writ of 
habeas corpus on behalf of Mr. Stevens. The 
Innocence Project is a privately funded organi-
zation which works in conjunction with law and 
journalism schools throughout the country. 

According to the project’s website, it provides 
legal services to convicted individuals with 
nowhere else to turn and the majority of their 
successful release or retrial initiatives are based 
on DNA evidence.

The Parole Board is part of the Virginia 
Department of Corrections and grants parole to 
inmates who meet specific criteria established 
by law, including the number of years served 
versus number of years sentenced, behavior 

while incarcerated, the offender’s age and over-
crowding, among other things. It has been veri-
fied that the Parole Board has no knowledge of 
petitions filed by the Innocence Project, in turn 
having no impact on parole decisions.

The most recent writ of habeas corpus, filed 
by the Innocence Project on behalf of Emerson 
Stevens, was reviewed by the Virginia Attor-
ney General’s office. The Commonwealth filed 
two motions to dismiss, noting the arguments 
brought forward by the Innocence Project have 
no merit and many of the allegations contained 
within the petition were “highly inflammatory” 
to the victim and her family. 

Being granted parole has no bearing on Mr. 
Stevens’ conviction or his claim of innocence. 
Yes, the Parole Board has decided to release Mr. 
Stevens before the completion of his sentence, 
based upon his record in prison, but the impor-
tant fact ignored by the Record’s portrayal of 
Mr. Stevens’ release is that it has no bearing on 
his rightful conviction for the murder of Mary 
Keyser Harding. 

The Keyser and Harding families,
Lancaster County

Regarding Emerson Stevens’ parole

People feel better out under 
the trees.

So do most songbirds, owls, 
butterflies and brook trout. So 
do our creeks, soil microbes 
and water tables. Even a park-
ing lot feels better—certainly 
to humans—under the blessed 
shade, heat relief and refresh-
ing stir of a tree canopy on a 
July afternoon.

The whole world, in fact, 

Trees please
by Liza Field
Bay Journal News Service

gets such good vibes from 
trees that many researchers are 
recommending that we plant 
trees as an obvious low-tech 
solution to many of our world’s 
most baffling crises. 
Water

For one thing, trees gener-
ate rain. Through a remarkable 
transpiration process, their 
leaves return moisture to the 
atmosphere. One large oak has 
the potential to release 40,000 
gallons of water per year. Trees 
also capture and conserve rain-

fall via their canopy, shade, 
microbe-rich humus layers and 
deep roots.

In fact, a forest in one region 
will often send free shipments 
of valuable rain far downwind 
to drier locations.

“The direct relevance of 
trees and forests for protect-
ing and intensifying the hydro-
logic cycle … and the sharing 
of atmospheric moisture with 
downwind locations is beyond 

TREES, continued on page A7

I am asked from time to 
time about specific etiquette 
pertaining to the topic of being 
a good guest. The following 
are a few tips that assure you 
will be invited back. 

includes up to 10 minutes 
after the requested arrival 
time.

guest. If you have unexpected 
company arrive, call the host-
ess and tell her you won’t be 
able to come because of the 
surprise. If she has room for 
another, she will probably 
encourage you to come and 
bring your guest.

a house plant. If you bring 
flowers give them in a vase 
rather than in a bunch. It will 
relieve an already busy host-
ess from having to search out 
an acceptable vase.

to gather in the kitchen where 
your hostess is trying to 
prepare dinner. If she enjoys 
having people watch her, she 
will let you know by engag-
ing you in conversation there. 
Otherwise, give her space.

Note to hostess: if you 
don’t want company over-
seeing your preparation of 
Chicken a la Rappahan-
nock, place the appetizers in 
another room. 

If your hostess wants you to 
sit next to Gossip Gerty, for-
give her and do it.

-
pliment your host and hostess. 
It shouldn’t be difficult to find 
something that really pleases 
you.

-
ess refuses your offer, do not 
insist. Many people prefer to 
be left alone in the production 
of a meal.

and don’t overstay the visit. 
Generally, you are expected to 
remain at least an hour after 
dinner. Take your cue from 
other guests or the yawns and 
half closed eyes of your hosts. 

You already know about 
“no cell phones,” “no double 
dipping” in salsa and veggie 
dips, “no crude language,” 
and letting your hostess know 
you were glad to have been 
invited.

You are ready to have a 
wonderful time!

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited 
to email your manners ques-
tions to her and she will 
respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@gmail.
com and visit her website at 
becauseyouarepolite.com. 
RSVP! 

Because You 
Are Polite . . .
  . . . Let’s Talk           
           Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 
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Licensed & Insured Class A Contractor

66 Commerce Dr.  White Stone Va.
804-436-7378 

hanleyelectrical@yahoo.com
Most major credit cards accepted

24-Hour Emergency Service

Serving the Northern Neck and Surrounding Counties since 2005

Participating Contractor Dominion Virginia Power  
Energy Efficiency Program

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

AUTO, HOME, FLOOD, BOAT, BONDS, 
COMMERCIAL, LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE

ESTABLISHED IN 1959
435-1677 KILMARNOCK

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

A service of Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury serving the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and beyond.

Getting extra care for your loved one 
can be the greatest gift you give this 
Mother’s Day.

Call us today to find out how  
we can help. 804-438-4013

At Home 
with RWC

Your Home. Our Exceptional Care.

Personal Care  |  Companion Care  |  Nursing Care

For the Grandma who has everything.

reasonable doubt,” says David Ellison, lead author of a recent 
study on this tree-rain link.

These findings throw sunlight on the strangely persistent 
droughts that have dehydrated vast swaths of Africa, Asia, 
Mexico and South America in recent years. Upwind, deforesta-
tion has left dried-up weather patterns in its wake.

The Global Innovation Lab for Climate Finance has thus 
recommended the restoration of Latin American “cloud for-
ests”—the misty high canopies that once covered the region’s 
mountains.

As a 2015 study from the European Environmental Agency 
points out, such forests also store and retain precipitation longer 
than denuded areas, releasing it through dry periods to thirsty 
lowlands.
Well

These findings should catch notice in the U.S., where drier 
weather patterns are taking a toll on agriculture, water tables and 
cities, and where previously protected federal lands have been 
targeted for aggressive logging.

But since humans rarely “miss the water till the well runs 
dry,” a number of other tree benefits might stir Americans to 
find shovels and plug some native saplings into the ground this 
spring.

Trees induce tranquility. Their beauty, bird chorale music, even 
the phytoncide vapors they exude, all induce feel-good brain 
chemicals in humans.

Tree-lined neighborhoods and housing projects also experi-
ence remarkably lower violence rates than those lacking trees. 
Researchers say that trees appear to inspire trust, goodwill, even 
euphoria.

To glimpse this yourself, check out photos of the ethereal 
cherry trees blooming along the Potomac last month in DC— 
beneath them, human crowds from around the globe, myriad 
ethnicities and ages, faces lifted with delighted smiles for one 
another and the trees.

It’s hard, seeing so much goodwill, not to wonder if govern-
ment leaders around a globe strained with conflict might not 
resolve things more amicably in meetings held outside under 
some trees.
Cool factor

Trees benefit not only mental but physical health—increasing 
the oxygen count, shade and beauty that beckon people outdoors 
to exercise and meet neighbors and defrag from work. They make 
for cool places to live. And that cool is measurable.

“On average, it’s seven degrees warmer in New York City 
than it is just outside the city,” says David Haskell, tree devotee 
and biology professor at University of the South in Tennessee, 
“partly because of all these hard surfaces absorbing heat. But 
trees change the weather in a city. They have a significant cooling 
effect. They save a lot on air-conditioning.”

Meanwhile, these no-cost solar-powered air conditioners also 
clean smoggy air, filtering out tons of the particulate matter that 
is particularly deadly to human lungs.

These air freshening benefits led a report from the Nature 
Conservancy to conclude that urban tree programs could directly 
save thousands of human lives per year—both local and global.
 Tree of life

How many other species could be spared by re-canopied 
landscapes is impossible to estimate, but the loss of canopy and 
woodland habitat has been a leading cause of species extinction 
around the globe.

One native, mature tree constitutes a vertical, microcosmic 
world of climate, air, water, soil and myriad beneficial species.

That’s reason enough to plant aplenty, this spring month of 
Arbor Day, Earth Day, Easter and other occasions to raise the 
dead.

For tips on planting and tree-care, nursery sources, native spe-
cies or forest advocacy, visit the websites of the Arbor Day Foun-
dation, the National Wildlife Federation, the Southern Appala-
chian Forest Coalition or your state’s forestry service.

Liza Field is a conservationist, tree-planter and ethics teacher 
in southwest Virginia. Distributed by the Bay Journal News Ser-
vice.

Do you remember?
This clip was taken from a home movie (c.1930s) by James 
Wharton. The Wharton Film Project committee is asking 
anyone who recognizes the lady in the photo to call 296-0930, 
reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. 
Folks also are reminded to visit the Lost Films of the Northern 
Neck exhibit May 4-27 at the Rappahannock Art League 
Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, to help 
identify people and places in the films. “Do you remember?” 
is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

(Reprints from the May 5, 
1927, issue of the Rappahan-
nock Record)

LOCAL MENTION
Saturday, May 7, is the last 

day in order to vote in the 
election of this year.

Mother's Day Sunday, May 
8th. Remember your mother 
with a gift from our well 
selected stock, FEDDER 
DEPT. STORE.

Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Cralle 
and son Joe of Tappahannock 
were week-end guests in his 
mother's home here.

Mrs. H. C. Dohrman spent 
a few days in Baltimore this 
week.

Mrs. Grace Cole of Bal-
timore spent the past week 
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jabez Luttrell, of Harveys 
Wharf.

Miss Inez Packett, of 
Warsaw was the guest last 
week of her sister Mrs. Fertie 
Ward.

Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Carter 
have been visiting relatives in 
North Carolina.

Miss Nora Keane spent the 
week-end with her mother at 
Ditchley.

Mrs. Sam Eubank spent 
Tuesday in Irvington with rela-
tives.

The many friends of Mr. 
Willie Eubank are glad to 
know that he has almost 
entirely recovered from his 
recent severe illness.

Miss Johnanna Winegar 
spent Monday afternoon with 
her sister Mrs. Walter Ash-
burn.

Mrs. Walter Ashburn has 
been spending a few days with 
Miss Josephine Barnes of 
Warsaw.

Rev. Nelson Page Dame 

YESTERYEAR

Trees Please
continued from page A6

will hold a mission at Grace 
Episcopal Church beginning 
Sunday, May 8, and continuing 
through the following Sunday. 
Services 10:30 a.m. and 8:00 
p.m.

Messrs. Meredith and Wade 
of the Meredith Baking Co., 
Fredericksburg were in town 
Monday where they were 
greeted by many friends.

Movies at Dunaway's The-

atre on Friday and Saturday 
nights for the benefit of Otto-
man school. Be sure to attend 
and help a good cause.

Mrs. Ferdie Ward is spend-
ing this week with her mother, 
Mrs. R. L. Packett of Warsaw. 

Mrs. C. L. Keane of Ditch-
ley has a Barred Rock chicken 
about a month old that has 
adopted three baby Leghorn 
chicks. It has much difficulty, 
however, each night in hover-
ing, the baby chickens with its 
wings having such a few feath-
ers but is evidently doing well 
under such trying conditions.

Mr. R. B. Broun and daugh-
ter, Miss Harriet, also Miss 
Jean Rose, were most wel-
come guests at Holly Deli last 
Saturday night.

MORATTICO
Miss Hilda Lankford left 

for her school duties in 
Newport News Saturday, 
she was accompanied by 
her brother, Master Walter 
Lankford.

We are sorry to report 
the illness of Mr. Robert 
Crabbe. We hope for him a 
speedy recovery.

Mr. Dillard Glenn has 

returned home after a delight-
ful visit with friends in Cul-
pepper.

Mr. Lewis East returned to 
his work in Washington, D. 
C., last week, after his recent 
illness in the home of his 
mother.

Mr. Ora Hale and family 
spent Monday with his sister, 
Mrs. A. B. Hammel.   

Mr. L. C. Thrift and son 
Hannibal, and Miss Martha 
Sparrow spent the week-end 
in Portsmouth, where they will 
be accompanied home by Mrs. 
L. C. Thrift.

Quite a number of our 
friends attended the field 
day at Kilmarnock on Thurs-
day, enjoying the basket ball 
game between Litwalton and 
Warsaw the score being 29 to 
23 in favor of Litwalton.

Mr. Henry Fedder and Mr. 
George W. Noblett of Kilmar-
nock were the guests in the 
home of Mr. G. O. Howeth on 
Sunday.

The B. Y. P. U. of Corrotto-
man Baptist Church met with 
Norwood on Sunday evening 
rendering a splendid program 
to a packed house and orga-
nized the Norwood B. Y. P. U.

Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Hale spent 
Sunday in the home of his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Hale 
of Ivandale.

MERRY POINT
Among those spending the 

Easter holidays with their parents 
were: Miss Louise Currie, Farm-
ville State Teachers College; 
Miss Garland O'brien, Rich-
mond; Miss Elizabeth Dunaway, 
Fredericksburg State Teachers 
College; Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Dunaway, Baltimore; Miss 
Louise Towles, Richmond.

Mr. and Mrs. Harris and little 
daughter have returned to their 
home in Richmond after visit-
ing Mrs. Harris' sister, Mrs. I. V. 
Farley.

Mrs. A. R. Chilton attended 
the Postmaster's Convention, 
held at Tappahannock on Thurs-
day of last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Willie Pitts of 
Richmond recently spent the 
week-end with relatives here.

Mrs. Sewell Dameron of Mila 
has returned to her home, after 
spending a week with her par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Davis.

Mrs. Florence Chowning has 
entirely recovered from injuries 
received in a fall several weeks 
ago.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)
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KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster Community Library 
(LCL) recently announced 
Alice M. Cooper will be the 
new director of the library, 
effective June 5. 

Cooper has served as direc-
tor of the Northumberland 
Public Library in Heathsville 
for over 10 years and her 
library budgeting and fund-
raising experience plus proven 
management skills are certain 
to enhance and guide the LCL, 
reported interim director John 
Pace. 

Excited for this opportunity, 
Cooper has expressed her desire to build on the established 
investment in the library and continue to create a vibrant and 
modern community destination.

Rightsizing is a good practice for us all. Whether a move is imminent and you have a moving date,  
or just a possibility that you would like to prepare for, rightsizing can begin today.

Presented by 
Jane Kizer, Senior Move Manager 

Door to Door Solutions: Senior Moving Specialists

Thursday, May 18th, 2017  RWC Auditorium, 2:00 pm
Our Solution Seminar Series is sponsored by Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury for our residents  

and the greater community. All presentations are followed by complimentary refreshments.
RSVP by May 15th, 2017  Reservations are required due to space limitations 

Call (804) 438-4175 or email: info@rw-c.org

Solution Seminar Series 2017

“RIGHTSIZING” 
The Process of Preparing to Live with  

Only What You Need, Use AND Love

Reginald K. Mason, M.D. 

Tappahannock Hospital

Excellent care!!

A fabulous surgeon

Very impressed

This is what your 

friends and neighbors 

are saying about  

Dr. Mason’s  

surgical care.

4.94 out of 5
Patient satisfaction rating

(340+ ratings as of March 2017)

Read comments from real patients  
riversideonline.com/DrMason

Riverside Surgical Specialists  
Tappahannock 
804-443-6232

GENERAL SURGERY

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland County Sheriff Doc 
Lyons recently announced “Oper-
ation Steady Flow” resulted in the 
arrest of 13 offenders indicted by 
the Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury.

These charges were the result 
of work by the recently formed 
Chesapeake Bay Narcotics Task 
Force composed of officers from 
Northumberland County, Lan-
caster County and the Virginia 
State Police, said Sheriff Lyons.

Michael W. Lynch, 43, of 
Saluda was charged with two 
counts of distribution of heroin 
and fentanyl.

Laura Heywood, 32, of Callao 
was charged with distribution of a 

Schedule II narcotic.
Archie “Aaron” Jones, 24, of 

Callao was charged with distri-
bution of a Schedule II narcotic 
and three charges of felony child 
endangerment.

Corey Moody Jr., 25, of 
Kilmarnock was charged with 
possession with intent to distrib-
ute marijuana.

Thomas Beck III, 66, of Reed-
ville was charged with possession 
with intent to distribute mari-
juana.

Jennifer Campagne, 47, of 
Hague was charged with distribu-
tion of fentanyl and two counts of 
distribution of heroin.

Valencia W. Owens, 45, of 
Lancaster County was charged 

KILMARNOCK—Indivis-
ible: Upper Lancaster will 
sponsor a free voter regis-
tration workshop at 10 a.m. 
Thursday, May 11, at Rappa-
hannock Community College 
Kilmarnock Center, Chesa-
peake Commons Shopping 
Center, 447 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The purpose of the work-
shop is to provide training for 
any citizen who wishes to be 
qualified to register voters, 
reported Jo Chamberlain. The 
workshop is open to all inter-
ested citizens. Pre-registration 
is not required.

The deadline to register to 
vote or update an address to be 
eligible to vote in the June 13 
primaries is May 22, she said.

IRVINGTON—The Kilmar-
nock, Irvington, White Stone 
Rotary Club’s 27th annual Bay 
Seafood Festival will be held 
Saturday, October 21, at Camp 
Kekoka, 1083 Boys Camp 
Road, Kilmarnock. 

Mark the calendar and make 
plans to attend, said Rotarian 
Ken Bransford. Come by boat, 
car or bicycle. Gates will open 
at 3:30 p.m. with food service 
from 4 to 6 p.m. 

The “all you can eat” seafood 
festival will feature crab, fish, 
oysters and barbecue, compli-
mentary ice cream, soft drinks, 
coffee and water are included. 
Adult beverages will be avail-
able to purchase as well.

“We are happy to announce 
that the En’Novations Band 
will be back by popular 
demand this year,” said Brans-
ford.

The highly talented Rich-

mond-based band plays clas-
sic rhythm and blues, and soul 
music. En’Novations is known 
for interacting with the crowd 
ensuring that fun is had by all 
with plenty of dancing, he said.

Nicknamed “Party with a 
Purpose” and sponsored by the 
Kilmarnock, Irvington, White 
Stone Rotary Foundation, the 
Bay Seafood Festival has been 
donating the net proceeds to 
charities for the past 26 years.

Dozens of visitors wait to tour Roanoke. The historic 
structure has been in the Brent family since 1852 and is 
currently owned by the A. Mason Brent family. Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Touring historic Heathsville
Over 700 guests participated in the “Heathsville Historic 
District” tour on April 26. The Historic Garden Week 
tour in the Northern Neck is sponsored by the Garden 
Club of the Northern Neck as part of the Garden Club 
of Virginia’s week-long tour of homes and gardens 
statewide. Tour proceeds help fund the restoration and 
preservation of more than 40 of Virginia’s historic public 
gardens and landscapes, a research fellowship program 
and a new partnership with Virginia State Parks that’s 
already active at Belle Isle State Park in Lancaster 
County.  Lynn Hower and Tami McCauley co-chaired the 
event.

Docent Elizabeth Miller walked visitors through the 
garden at Chicocoan Cottage, c.1790. Owners are 
William Armstrong and Marguerite Slaughter. Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The kitchen of Westlawn overlooks the pool and back gardens 
of the 1932 Colonial Revival owned by Jim and Diana Russell. 
Other properties opened to the public on tour day included 
Oakley, dating from the late 18th century and owned by 
Charlotte Hundley; and The Academy, built in the 19th century 
and owned by Byran and Ruth Childress. The Old Jail, c. 1839, 
and historic Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern also were open to 
the public on Tour Day.  St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church hosted 
the information center. Photo by Audrey Thomason

13 arrested in ‘Operation Steady Flow’
with distribution of an imitation 
Schedule II drug.

Joyce A. Ball, 56, of Heaths-
ville was charged with distribu-
tion of a Schedule II narcotic and 
two counts of felony child endan-
germent.

Angelica “Lola” Godbey, 26, 
of Heathsville was charged with 
two counts of distribution of a 
Schedule II narcotic and felony 
child endangerment.

Devon Kelly, 18, of Lancaster 
County was charged with distri-
bution of cocaine and possession 

with intent to distribute marijuana.
Sheldon Cox, 31, of Wicomico 

Church was charged with two 
counts of distribution of cocaine.

James C. Newsome, 35, of 
Westmoreland County was 
charged with three counts of dis-
tribution of heroin.

Jonathan Towles, 18, of Lan-
caster County was charged with 
distribution of cocaine and pos-
session with intent to distribute 
marijuana.

Sheriff Lyons said there will be 
other arrests to follow.

Cooper named new
director of Lancaster
Community Library

Alice M. Cooper

Bay Seafood Festival moves to Saturday

Indivisible
to hold voter 
registration 
workshop

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.


