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KILMARNOCK—Vacation rental 
property owners who list their proper-
ties with services such as Airbnb and 
VRBO in the Town of Kilmarnock 
will now be subject to an 8% lodging 
tax. 

On April 17, town council voted 
6-0 to allow short term vacation rent-
als with a conditional use permit in 
the residential district, R-1; and by 
right in the residential district, R-2; 
limited commercial district, C-2; gen-
eral commercial district, C-1; and the 
Steptoe’s overlay district. 

The planning commission worked 
for four months on the adopted 
amendments to define a tourist home 
as a dwelling in which lodging is pro-
vided or offered for compensation for 
up to 14 persons and is open to tran-
sients. 

“This is a fairly moderate text 
amendment,” said zoning and plan-
ning director Marshall Sebra. 

Vice mayor Rebecca Nunn ques-
tioned Sebra on how the town is going 
to police the issue. 

“It’s not an easy thing to police. It’s 
just one of those things that someone 
may mention it and we may monitor 
websites for structures that may be 
advertised for such use. It wouldn’t be 
much policing necessary unless it’s in 
the R-1 residential district because all 
others are by right,” said Sebra. 

Hatton Avenue property owner, 
Catherine Bennett, a real estate 
broker, expressed concerns about the 
additional regulation. 

“Monitoring the website and rely-
ing on your neighbors to turn you 
in?…Is that a good way to develop a 
community?” she questioned. “And 
the people that come to rent these 
houses, some of them are foreigners 
and they might just want to have an 
experience and have dietary issues 
and want a kitchen that they can cook 
in. Like us, we like to travel with our 
dog and in a hotel, we can’t do that.” 

“The governor has passed legis-
lation that covers this, we are not 
making this up ourselves,” said coun-
cil member Keith Butler. 

“It is a business and what bothers 
me about it is that there are people 
that are also running a business, bed 
and breakfast, hotels and inns that are 
paying a lodging tax. Just the mere 
fact that a person is renting out a 
room or a whole house is not paying 
a lodging tax…it is not a level play-
ing field. What the town is concerned 
about and what the government is 
concerned about is that Airbnb is the 
largest rental agency in the world and 
until recently they weren’t paying 
tax…you know we have to pay tax on 
everything,” said Nunn. 

“What you are doing as a council 
is trying to add another layer of taxes 
that has to be monitored by this town 
and have neighbors reporting on it. 
That’s the point where it becomes 
intrusive and invasive and limits pri-
vacy,” said Bennett. 

“Well if the people that have these 
report in and are honest, it won’t be 
intrusive,” said Nunn. 

Planning commission member Les 
Spivey mentioned that it’s important 
to be fair. 

“If I have a bed and breakfast sitting 
here and my neighbor decides to put 
theirs on Airbnb, then this person has 
to pay the lodging tax and the other 
doesn’t. If the prices were the same, 
I would pick the one that doesn’t pay 
the tax which is hurting our business 
owners who run short term lodging,” 
said Spivey. 

“I personally feel that any of these 
rentals that go out should be under 
the same restrictions as any hotel, bed 
and breakfast, and everything. The 
restrictions are for the double water 
rate, the double sewage rate, the park-
ing restrictions, the sanitary restric-
tions, and everything else that goes 
along with it,” said planning commis-
sion member John Raymond. 

“This is a growing phenomenon 

and we really don’t know where it’s 
going but I think this is a very legiti-
mate attempt to get out in front of it,” 
said town manager Tom Saunders. 
Other items 

Mayor Mae Umphlett announced 
the grand opening of Town Centre 
Park is slated for July 8. Activities 
will be scheduled throughout the day 
with a free concert featuring the band 
Soul Expressions in the evening. 

During the streets, sidewalks, and 
playground committee report, Butler 
said that due to paying for the Town 
Centre Park during Fiscal Year 2017 
instead of 2017 and 2018, the town 
will have a budget amendment public 
hearing at the May 15 town council 
meeting. 

The stream restoration project is 
underway behind the middle school 
and across from Farm and Home 
Supply.  

“This is the biggest stream restora-
tion project east of Interstate 95,” said 
Saunders. 

Kilmarnock takes action to level playing field among lodging places

KILMARNOCK—The Rappahan-
nock Art League (RAL) in May will host 
the Wharton Films Project at the Studio 
Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

As part of its community outreach 
program, the gallery will become a 
movie theater, featuring Lost Films of 
the Northern Neck in partnership with 
the Wharton Film Project.

“This partnership is a great opportu-
nity to open our doors to the community, 
get people involved, and expand our 
audience,” said RAL event coordinator 
Mary Ellis.

Weems resident James Wharton, with 
his 16 mm movie camera, chronicled 
the simple work and pleasures of every-
day life of local people in the 1920s 
and 1930s. RAL will exhibit still pho-
tographs taken from the films, and the 
original unedited footage will run during 
regular gallery hours throughout the 

month for the public’s viewing and feed-
back.  

During the Great Depression, James 
Wharton’s films were called “Northern 
Neck Movies,” and they played at the 
local community center for 15 to 25 
cents a seat. Wharton played the piano 
to accompany the silent films. After that, 
the films sat in their rusting tin cases 
waiting all these years to be rediscov-
ered. Joni Carter, a local filmmaker and 
historian, found them and quickly recog-
nized them as a community treasure. 

“Wharton has given us the opportu-
nity to view our world as it once was,” 
said Carter. “It is not only important to 

preserve our local history, but to pro-
mote our historical identity to our young 
people to encourage a sense of belong-
ing, ownership of our past and therefore 
a commitment to our future.”

The final documentary will serve as a 
community project where residents have 
an opportunity to share their local stories 
of the Northern Neck in the 1920s and 
1930s.

Members of the Wharton Film Project 
will be at the gallery every Saturday in 
May to meet with people who can iden-
tify faces and places in the film. Folks 
also are urged to visit the Wharton Films 
Project page on Facebook.

From left are Mary Ellis, gallery window and exhibit room designer 
Ron Taylor and Joni Carter.

Community invited to identify
ancestors in Wharton movies

Lost Films of the Northern Neck
May 4 -27, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.Tuesdays through Saturdays

Rappahannock Art League Studio Gallery
19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock

When writer James Pollard 
Wharton died on February 

27, 1992, he left a rich legacy of 
words. His own books, articles and 
research on the history of Virginia’s 
Northern Neck were only a small 
part of his inheritance.

His influence also awoke the 
curiosity of others, including folk-
lorist Alan Lomax, who, in the 
early 1960s, recorded the songs and 
stories of Wharton’s neighbors and 
friends. In addition to these writ-
ings, Wharton left some images 
and sounds to be discovered after 
nearly a century, says Joni Carter. 
The 16 mm films and audio tapes 
she found in the Wharton Grove 
home of Sully Brien now serve as 
historical documentation of life in 
the Northern Neck in the 1920s and 
1930s.

Born in Eastern Point, Conn., 
Wharton spent most of his life at 
Wharton Grove in Weems. His 
father, evangelist Dr. H.M. Whar-
ton, was a co-founder of the Whar-
ton Grove Campground, a Baptist 
revival site and steamboat stop 
reached by thousands of people 
starting in 1893. On becoming 
sole owner of Wharton Grove, the 
72-year old Dr. Wharton began 

James Wharton: The man behind the camera

James Wharton

This crabber at Dameron’s Wharf in Weems appears on the Lost 
Films of the Northern Neck footage. The Rappahannock Art League 

unedited footage will run during regular gallery hours throughout 
May for the public’s viewing and feedback.  

by Denise DeVries

extensive renovations to bring the 
site into the modern age, adding 
indoor plumbing and electric lights. 

His son James was quoted in 
“The Land Between Waters” as 
saying “It was carnival time laced 
with sermons, hymns and good 
old time gospel fellowship.” In an 
interesting foreshadowing of the 
future, James Wharton wrote that 
the Grove hosted the “first movie 
ever shown in the Northern Neck, 
a Life of Christ.” Crowds contin-
ued to flow into the Grove until Dr. 
Wharton’s death in 1928.

In the 1930s, James Wharton, his 

sister, and his mother, Lucy Pollard 
Wharton, began running Wharton 
Grove as a summer resort. The 
Grove’s cottages, dining halls, tab-
ernacle and pier again hosted visi-
tors to the Northern Neck. During 
that time, Wharton also worked at 
the Rappahannock Record, occa-
sionally acting as editor, thanks to 
his previous newspaper experience. 
For a short time after his gradua-
tion from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, James Wharton had worked 
as a proofreader for the Baltimore 
Sun. That may have been when 
he acquired the 16 mm camera he 
would use to record everyday life 
in the Northern Neck during the 
depression era. 

Around 1940, Wharton started 
working for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service as a statistical 
reporter for most of the Eastern 
seaboard. His articles for various 
publications brought him recogni-
tion as an expert on all aspects of 
fisheries, and on Colonial history. 
His research focused primarily on 
King Carter and the old Corotoman 
plantation.

During the 1970s, Wharton con-
tinued to chronicle Northern Neck 
History through a quarterly news-
letter, Lancaster Heritage, named 
for the county in which he lived. 

Historians Clyde and Carolyn Rat-
cliffe have kept a detailed catalogue 
of the newsletters and individual 
articles. 

The banner on the first page of 
the newsletter bears the words 

“To Heighten The Memories Of A 
Great Virginia County.” In 1975, 
subscriptions were $3 a year, and 
the publication’s address was a P.O. 
Box in Weems. Its five-year index 

by Madison White Franks

WHARTON, continued on page A2
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CALL 804-443-6400 or 1-800-543-8701  
to make an appointment for this exciting new treatment.

Advanced Pain Relief 
is now available and is offered at the 
practice of Dr. Ronald M. Landess 
& Associates. The new K.Laser is a 
Drug Free, Surgery free painless laser 
solution. This helps with all types of 
pain, inflammation, Neuropathy and 
other conditions.

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA and RCCF

New Art Exhibit April 4 - 29
Beauty in Bloom

from April 1971 to October 1974 includes titles such as 
“Where’d the Name Come From” (also published as a book), 
“Tribulations of a Storekeeper,” “Tales Told Out of School 
(Chesapeake Academy),” “Lady With a Spinning Wheel,” 
and even “Barrooms of Lancaster County.”  

Now, with the rediscovery of the lost films of James Whar-
ton, a new chapter begins in the legacy of this great story-
teller, says Carter, who serves as executive producer for the 
project. Carter and a group of other community volunteers, 
with the permission of the owner Sully Brien, aim to restore 
the 20 hours of film and complete the unfinished movies.

The final documentary film will serve as a community 
project giving residents of the Northern Neck have an oppor-
tunity to share their stories of the era.

Rappahannock Art League in Kilmarnock will display 
stills from the Lost Films of the Northern Neck from May 
4 through  27.  Viewings of original film footage will bring 
this national film treasure to the community, allowing people 
to participate actively in the film making process, says 
Carter.

The film team welcomes input from anyone interested in 
sharing photos or stories of the Northern Neck in the 1920s 
and 1930s. To get involved, visit the film’s Facebook page at 
Wharton Films Project.

Denise DeVries moved to the Northern Neck with her 
husband Alvaro Ibañez and their daughter Delia in 2001. 
Denise is a freelance translator and works from home. She 
enjoys introducing children to poetry through workshops in 
the schools.  As James Wharton believed, “everyone has a 
story.” For Denise, the Wharton Film Project is an exciting 
way to revive the stories of the past and discover those of the 
present and future.

This boy and horse caught the eye of James Wharton 

1935.

Wharton movies
continued from page A1

room phonics lesson. The public is urged to help identify 
people from the local past. The Lost Films of the Northern 
Neck may be viewed at the Rappahannock Art League 
Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock; 
May 4 through 27, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays.

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton Town Council last week 
approved a new comprehensive 
plan.

After two public hearings and 
exhaustive public discussions, 
the plan was adopted by a 5-1 
margin. Member Mike Mer-
rill made the motion to approve 
with Wayne Nunnally casting 
the only opposition vote, based 
on his opposition to inclusion 
of a planned unit development 
(PUD) ordinance.

“I don’t want developers to 
create separate little neighbor-
hoods rather than a whole town, 
so I will be voting against the 
comprehensive plan for that 
reason,” said Nunnally. 

Passage was supported by 
Vice Mayor Kathleen Pollard, 
and members Fran Westbrook, 
Jerry Latell, Michael Bombay 
and Merrill. It included a last 
minute addition by Nunnally 
to plant an oak tree in the com-
mons “…designated to Jackie 
Burrell,” the late town clerk who 
served Irvington for 20 years.

“A PUD is more to get tour-

FREDERICKSBURG—
Motorists can continue to antici-
pate brief delays on Route 3 at the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge over the Rappahannock 
River between Lancaster and 
Middlesex counties.

According to the Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion, work continues on a $12.8 
million painting project of the 
bridge’s three center spans. Main-
tenance work also will be under-
way nightly through Thursday 
evening to make concrete repairs 
to the bridge deck travel surface.

Weather permitting, motorists 
can expect single lane closures:

a.m. to 5 p.m. for the painting 
project, and 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. for 
bridge deck travel surface repairs.

-
day, April 22, from 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. for painting project.

Other roads
Elsewhere in the Northern 

Neck, VDOT announced motor-
ists this week also can expect 
brief delays on:

-
way near Goodluck Road. Traffic 
will be reduced to a single lane 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. through 
Friday for utility and permit work 
for Dominion Power. Flaggers 
will direct motorists through the 
work zone.

Hampton Hall Creek bridge to 
Northumberland Highway. Flag-
gers will direct motorists from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. through Friday for 
a paving operation.

Hatches Avenue, where a paving 
operation, including shoulder 
stone placement and line mark-
ings, will be underway from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. through Friday.

-
ary routes, where paving opera-
tions will be conducted over the 
next two weeks. Motorists will 
be directed by flaggers or a pilot 
vehicle 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Routes 
602, 623, 629, 633, 637, 638, 
641, 642, 645, 656, 663, 665, 
672, 673, 674, 701, 709, 710 and 
1027.

Irvington adopts new 
comprehensive plan, 5-1

by Audrey Thomasson

VDOT issues reminder
regarding Norris Bridge
and other road projects

ists here,” said Bombay. “Those 
houses could be rented. It’s not 
a gated community, but has side-
walks where they could walk to 
town.” They are smaller houses 
on smaller lots, which make 
them attractive to tourism, he 
added.

“A PUD doesn’t separate the 
community from others,” said 
Gary Hooper. “What it provides 
is affordable housing because it’s 
mixed housing.” He noted the 
Ukrop family owned 50 acres 
at the Dog and Oyster Vineyard. 
“It’s zoned in two-acre parcels. 
Ukrop doesn’t want to build 
houses on 2-acre lots. That’s 25 
houses on 50 acres.”

Nunnally argued that no one 
will want to walk to town from 
the vineyard.

“The plan does not address 
how we accomplish anything,” 
said Barry Robinson during the 
public hearing. “It doesn’t call 
for any strategies, or where the 
money comes from. It has excel-
lent ideas, but no strategies.”

As an example, he said a call 
for community access to the 
water didn’t offer any ideas to 
accomplish that goal.

“We’re trying to get concep-
tual ideas on where to go,” said 
Merrill.

“The plan is a guideline,” 
explained Mayor Ralph Ran-
some. He noted the funding 
would come from the real estate 
tax.

“No one is going to come here 
unless there’s something to draw 
people here,” Robinson insisted. 
He suggested the town focus on 
tourism. “Retirees come here 
for health care. Jobs aren’t here 
to attract people. To increase 
the tax base, you have to have 
more people here. Can we focus 
on growing whatever it takes 
to draw people here rather than 
taxing the people that live here? 
If not, this town’s going to die.”

David Headley asked how the 
plan will encourage moderately 
priced housing.

“It’s extensively addressed 
in the R-2 (multiple residential 
zoning) and in a PUD ordi-
nance,” answered Merrill. He 
said PUD neighborhoods would 
bring green space, parks and 
sidewalks.

Robinson suggested the town 
offer more family-oriented 
activities, “…which drives 
families, which drives renting 
houses.” He used Kiawah Island 
in South Carolina, as an example 
of a town that successfully caters 
to tourism with many family ori-
ented events.

“What we need is an activity 
director,” Nunnally suggested.

“I think the plan pushes us in 
the right direction” in terms of 
attracting young families, busi-
ness and retirees, said Latell.

After suggestions that the hos-
pital and schools be improved, 
Bombay reminded the public 
that those facilities are outside of 
the town’s control.

After the public hearing, West-
brook reminded attendees, “This 
is just the first step in the process. 
We still have a long way to go.”

With adoption of the plan, 
the town will proceed with 
plans to develop the commons 
and a PUD ordinance.  Mer-
rill received approval to get a 
price on writing a PUD ordi-
nance from the consultants who 
worked on the comprehensive 
plan with planning commission 
members.

In other business, members 
noted Virginia Department of 
Transportation had jumped into 
the work of replacing state-
owned sidewalks. Town and 
privately held sidewalks will be 
addressed with homeowners.

The mayor thanked VDOT, 
state troopers, the county and all 
first responders to the tornado 
that hit Irvington.
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Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported charges against six indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Samantha R. Ellis, 19, of 
Warsaw was charged April 12 
with two counts of felony forg-
ery-uttering, grand larceny and 
felony attempt to steal money.

Deonta D. Merrill, 19, of 
Washington Street was charged 
April 13 with felony breaking 
and entering with the intent to 
commit a felony and petit lar-
ceny.

Charles G. Abernathy, 59, of 
Mary Ball Road, was charged 
April 15 with the felony of 
unlawful filming or photograph-
ing of another.
Misdemeanors

A Washington Street man, 19, 
was charged April 12 with using 
profane and/or threatening lan-
guage over the public airway. 

A Washington Street woman, 
55, was charged April 12 with 
assault and battery. 

A Buzzards Neck Road 
woman, 37, was charged April 
12 with contempt of court. 
Activity report

April 10: Staff responded to 
the 500 block of Lancaster Creek 
Drive to investigate a reported 
theft of electronics and footwear, 
to the 500 block of Lancaster 
Creek Drive for a possible fight 
in progress, to the 100 block of 
Jeffrey Lane for an unattended death, to the 3200 block of Wind-
mill Point Road for theft of fuel, to the 500 block of Johns Neck 
Road for a verbal disagreement, to the 2000 block of Morattico 
Road for an assault with a weapon involved, to the 1200 block 
of Irvington Road for a domestic disturbance, and to the 1700 
block of Morattico Road for a civil issue involving the delivery 
of furniture.

April 11: Staff responded to the intersection of Buttercup 
Lane and Chesapeake Drive for a distress signal from a vehicle, 
to Goodluck Road to assist the Northumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office (NCSO) with a possible vehicle pursuit, and to the 300 
block of Buzzards Neck Road for a fight in progress.

April 12: Staff responded to the 400 block of Greentown 
Road for threats to do bodily harm, to the 3500 block of Weems 
Road for a suspicious person, and to the 500 block of Regina 
Road for vandalism.

April 13: Staff responded to the 13000 block of Mary Ball 
Road for the report of a domestic assault; responded to the 300 
block of Campbell Road for a noise violation involving loud 
music; responded to the 800 block of Beanes Road for the report 
of a fully automatic weapon being fired.

April 14: Staff responded to the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge for a hit and run vehicle crash, to the 100 block of 
Rappahannock Drive for several abandoned boat trailers, to 
the 4900 block of Mary Ball Road for a burglary with property 
taken, and to the 400 block of Twin Branch Road for a domestic 
disturbance involving alcohol.

April 15:  Staff responded to Merry Point Road for a reck-
less driver, to the 400 block of Twin Branch Road for a mental 
subject in need of assistance, to the 8300 block Mary Ball Road 
for a fight in progress involving weapons resulting in an injury, 
and to a walk-in report of threats to kill or injure and brandishing 
a firearm.

April 16: Staff responded to the 100 block of Rocky Neck Road 
for trespassing, to the 2800 block of Lara Road for the report 
of several subjects fighting, to the 1200 block of Light Street to 

assist NCSO with a large gath-
ering that involved persons with 
weapons, to the area of Buzzards 
Neck Road for suspicious activ-
ity, and to the 500 block of North 
Main Street for the report of a 
suspicious person parked behind 
a commercial building.

Staff also conducted 27 traf-
fic stops, issued 10 summonses, 
assisted six motorists, handled 
two calls for traffic control, 
investigated 11 building alarms, 
processed one mental health 
order, logged two inmate trans-
ports, received seven E911 hang-
up calls and fielded two calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a 
brush fire on Carlson Road and a 
traffic crash at Riverwood Drive 
and Atkins Lane.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a downed power line on King 
Carter Drive and to a boater in 
distress on Mosquito Point Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to an electrical fire on 
Mary Ball Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons this week reported 
charges against 12 individuals.
Felonies

Eva T. Howard, 60, of Bur-
gess was charged April 3 with a 
felony capias to show cause from 
the Northumberland County Cir-

cuit Court for a probation violation.
Lillian Mildred Katz, 56, of Reedville was charged April 3 

with malicious wounding. This was a Northumberland County 
warrant served by the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

Demar Antonio Davenport, 27, of Heathsville was charged 
April 4 on a direct indictment from the Lancaster County Multi-
jurisdictional Grand Jury. He was charged with possession of a 
firearm after being convicted of a violent felony and a misde-
meanor charge of reckless handling of a firearm. Davenport was 
arrested by the NCSO.

Ethel Elizabeth Auman, 60, of Reedville was charged April 4 
with abuse/neglect of a child and possession of a Schedule I or 
II Drug.

Craig Aaron Scott, 48, of Callao was charged April 9 with 
shoplifting, third three? or more times, false identification to law 
enforcement, and drunk in public. The shoplifting occurred at the 
ABC Store in Callao.
Misdemeanors

A Burgess man, 28, was charged April 5 with assault and bat-
tery of a family member.

A Callao man, 23, was charged April 7 on two capias/attach-
ments of the body for failing to appear in both Richmond County 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court and in the City of Rich-
mond General District Court.

A Ft. Washington, Md., man, 40, was charged April 9 with 
driving under the influence of alcohol, refusing to take the breath 
and blood test and failing to give a signal.

A Heathsville man, 38, was charged April 9 with failing to 
vaccinate his animal and failing to pay for tags.

A Heathsville man, 21, was charged April 16 on a Northum-
berland County warrant for driving suspended. He was arrested 
by the Kilmarnock Police Department.

A Heathsville man, 31, was charged April 16 with brandishing 
a firearm and assault and battery of a family member.

A Kilmarnock man, 34, was charged April 16 with being 
drunk in public.

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information 
on the whereabouts of two individuals.

Allen Cornelius Conaway, 36, is wanted for failing to 
appear in Lancaster General District Court for failing to 
enroll in VASAP.

Conaway has brown eyes and black hair. He is 6 feet tall 
and weighs 250 pounds. He has tattoos on his arms and is 
also known as Blue. His last known address is 3250 Folly 
Road, Heathsville.

Terrence Marcel Clarke, 23, is wanted for distribution 
of cocaine.

Clarke has brown eyes and black hair. He is 5 feet, 6 
inches tall and weighs 150 pounds. He lived at Foxhill, 
Apartment 7, Kilmarnock, and also at 4413 Marshall 
Avenue, Newport News.

Report related information to Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463. You do not have to give your name or 
appear in court. Crime Solvers pays rewards up to $1,000. 
All information is confidential.

CRIME SOLVERS

Allen Cornelius Conaway Terrence Marcel Clarke

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

KILMARNOCK—By a 5-0 
vote, the Kilmarnock Planning 
Commission on April 10 recom-
mended town council adopt the 
proposed parks and recreation 
ordinance.

The purpose of the ordinance 
is to secure the quiet, orderly and 
suitable use and enjoyment of 
public park properties, facilities 
and other town properties that are 
designed to be open to the public 
for the primary purpose of recre-

Cleanup crew hits Bluff Point Road
Bluff Point Community League members, neighbors and a visiting grandchild participated in a semi-annual Bluff 
Point Road cleanup on April 10. From left are (front row) Dylan Lineberry, Harry Doyle, Jody Doyle, Megan Doyle, 
Rick Neilson, Tom Fowler, Denise Neilson, Linda Norman, Cherie Fowler and Bob Wayland; (next row)  Skeeter 
Penley, Peter Braatz, Pete Kauneckas, Nancy Mower and David Mower. Photo by Barbara Kauneckas

Planning commission sends proposed parks and
recreation ordinance to town council for approval
Town Centre Park to open July 8

by Madison White Franks ational enjoyment. 
Zoning and planning admin-

istrator Marshall Sebra said the 
ordinance deals with the town’s 
public property for recreational 
use. The town is building a public 
park, so an ordinance is needed to 
regulate and govern the facility. 

He said the ordinance also 
relates to the Baylor Park Nature 
Trail and the Waverly Play-
ground. 

“I thought that it was a really 
good job. There’s always you can 
nitpick and nothing is going to 

be 100% clear and you have to 
have balance between being too 
permissive and people can get 
away with stuff and then there’s 
probably some things in here that 
reasonable people probably want 
to do a little bit of and it wouldn’t 
be a big deal,” said commission 
member Neil Schultz. 

Sebra said that the town coun-
cil has worked on this ordinance 
as well as staff and the town attor-
ney has seen it. 

“They are comfortable with 
how it reads,” Sebra said. 

“There is some enforcement 
that will have to be done...this 

is one of those reasons that this 
ordinance is important because it 
lays out all those guidelines and 
rules in a general blanket. We will 
have separate policies to do with 
music festivals and all of those 
things will get ironed out in more 
detail. This [ordinance] lays out 
what you can and can’t do,” said 
Sebra.

Fletcher Brown, an excited cit-
izen looking forward to the Town 
Centre Park, showed his support 
and wanted to know when it 
would be opened. 

Sebra said the grand opening is 
slated for July 8. 

Dream’s Fashion
B O U T I Q U E

OPEN HOUSE

453-9453
684-B Jessie duPont Highway, Burgess, VA

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
May 11th, 12th and 13th

We would like to thank all of our  
loyal customers for their support!

Last day at old location
April 29th – Closing at 3pm

Opening at our NEW location
May 3rd

Licensed & Insured Class A Contractor

66 Commerce Dr.  White Stone Va.
804-436-7378 

hanleyelectrical@yahoo.com
Most major credit cards accepted

24-Hour Emergency Service

Serving the Northern Neck and Surrounding Counties since 2005

Participating Contractor Dominion Virginia Power  
Energy Efficiency Program

SATURDAY 
APRIL 22

11AM-5PM

20172017
SPRINGSPRING

OF OF 
TASTE TASTE 

20172017
SPRINGSPRING

OF OF 
TASTE TASTE 

RRecord.com
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Stephanie Nakasian 
“Ladies of Jazz”

FRIDAY, APRIL 28th

Use your credit card at: www.rappahannockconcerts.org
Questions? Call our box office voicemail: 1-866-217-8149

Single ticket: $25 - Students always FREE. Group Rates are available.

Presented by the Rappahannock Concert Association

All concerts held at Northumberland High School 
Route 360 at Academic Lane

in Heathsville and begin at 7:30 p.m.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court  convened March 28 with 
Judge R. Michael McKenney 
presiding. 

The case of Carlos Liverpool 
of Burgess, charged with a mis-
demeanor of falsely reporting 
or summoning a law enforce-

money under false pretenses, 
and felony possessing a con-
trolled substance, was contin-
ued to May 30. 

Orin P. Lee of Reedville, 
charged with a felony probation 
violation, was granted bond at 
$10,000 and is scheduled for 
trial May 23. 

The case of Keith A. Branem 
of Richmond, charged with a 
felony probation violation, was 
continued to June 13. 

The case of Cecil Jackson, 
charged with a felony of distri-
bution of a controlled substance 
and a felony of selling or dis-
tributing a schedule IV drug, 
was continued to May 30. 

The case of Milford Diggs 
of Burgess, charged with two 
felonies of distribution of a 
controlled substance, was con-
tinued to May 30. 

The case of Jason Ritchie 
of Lottsburg, charged with a 
felony of destruction of prop-
erty and a felony burglary, was 
continued to June 20. 

Brian D. Geronimo, charged 
with two felony offenses of 
a probation violation, was 
granted bond at $25,000 and is 
scheduled for trial April 25. 

Evelyn O. Conaway, charged 
with a felony of possessing 
a controlled substance and a 
felony of obtaining a drug by 
fraud, was not prosecuted at the 
time of trial. 

Joshua J. Burchett of Reed-
ville, charged with four mis-
demeanors of contributing 
to a delinquency of a minor, 
pled guilty to all charges and 
received four years with two 
years suspended and was 

LANCASTER—A Warsaw 
man with suspended prison 
sentences totaling 448 years, 
pled guilty in Lancaster County 
Circuit Court last Friday to 
violating probation on larceny 
convictions.

James Maritimes Sellars 
has an accumulated suspended 
prison sentence totaling over 
600 years when coupled with 
adjoining counties, said Judge 
R. Michael McKenney.

During the hearing, proba-
tion officer Lawrence Wade 
testified that Sellers failed to 
show up for appointments and 
traveled outside his restricted 
jurisdiction by falsifying the 
purpose of trips, including 
claims of family reunions that 
did not occur and his grand-
mother’s death.

“He lied about her death to 
go to Mechanicsville,” Wade 

testified. “He lied again about 
the same death. In a drive-
by check of the grandmoth-
er’s house in Richmond, she 
answered the door.” 

Wade said Sellars also has 
“sex offender registration vio-
lations” from a 1995 convic-
tion in Lancaster, which the 
probation office chose not 
to pursue. Wade called for 
a mental health evaluation 
because of the defendant’s 
behavior and for impersonating 
a police officer.

Sentencing guidelines call 
for one to one-and-a-half years 
in jail, said Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jan Smith.

“Because of his pattern of 
behavior in continuing to use 
family to get travel passes, we 
ask for no less than two years,” 
said Smith.

Judge McKenney noted Sel-
lars has 448 years, six months 
and 16 days of a suspended 

sentence in Lancaster.
“The great lie of our system 

is that we give someone three 
or four hundred years. It’s 
wrong,” said Judge McKen-
ney about the unrealistic sen-
tence. 

He said the system 
addresses accountability, but 
in Sellars’ case of constant 
abuses, he didn’t believe it 
was working.

“I don’t believe it is an 
appropriate use of resources 
to force him into a mental 
evaluation,” he said. Noting 
Sellars is serving two years in 
Richmond County, he ordered 
an additional active sentence 
of a year-and-a-half to be 
served consecutively. Sellars 
was ordered to pay restitution 
of $660.34 at $25 a month, 
and reminded to register as 
a sex offender upon release 
from prison in order to avoid 
additional charges.

Other cases
The following cases also were 

heard by Judge McKenney April 
7 in Lancaster County Circuit 
Court.

Jerevon R. Henderson of Lan-
caster was in court for a review 
of probation violation on a 
felony conviction. Judge McK-
enney ordered him to complete 
a substance abuse program and 
provide written verification of 
completion for another review 
May 12.

Joseph Cox Jr. of Lively was in 
court on violation of probation on 
13 felony convictions for falling 
behind on $6,678.68 in restitu-
tion still owed. Trial was set for 
June 9.

A capias warrant was issued 
for Oriel Purchell Lee of Reed-
ville for pre-trial violation on a 
felony charge. The case was con-
tinued to April 28.

Marie Thompson was ordered 
to complete evaluations on her 
mental capacity to stand trial. 
Judge McKenney warned her 
that additional delays would not 
be tolerated and that her bond 
was not a license for continued 
bad behavior. Trial was set for 
April 28 on eight felonies and 
four misdemeanors of forgery 
and obtaining money on false 
pretenses.

The case against Kimberly 
Dawn Benson of Lancaster was 
set for trial June 9 on five felony 
charges of distribution of sched-
ule I/II drugs.

Benson’s co-defendant, Brian 
Keith Painter of Weems, was set 
for trial on June 9 on four felony 
charges of distribution of sched-
ule I/II drugs.

Ella Louise Hardy of Kilmar-
nock was set for trial June 30 on 
felony charges of distribution of 
schedule I/II drugs.

Kyle Wesley Davis of Weems, 
charged with felony manufacture 
of controlled substance, was told 
to work out attorney arrange-
ments before trial on May 12. 

Demar Antonio Davenport was 
arraigned on two felony firearm 
charges stemming from 2010. 
Arraignment was continued to 
April 21 when multiple defen-
dants will appear for arraignment 
in the case. 

The arraignment of Kevin 
O’Neil Fauntleroy of Warsaw on 
firearm charges was continued to 
April 21.Pet food donation

The Northern Neck Kennel Club (NNKC) recently 
presented a donation to the Animal Welfare League 
(AWL) of the Northern Neck to help with the purchase 
of pet food. From left are AWL president Judy Harvell 
and NNKC president Anita Rose. NNKC treasurer Marie 
Jeanette also represented the club. “We thank them for 
this very generous donation for pet food to help pets in 
need and pets in foster care,” said Harvell.

Prize painting
From left, Rappahannock Art League president Barry 
Beswick congratulates Marguerite Bruce, winner of a 
drawing for guests at a recent RAL First Friday reception. 
The watercolor is by Linda Goldstein.

KILMARNOCK—Richie 
Burgess, president of the 
Northern Neck CASA board 
of directors, reports the second 
year of the organization’s 
“Carrots for CASA” fundrais-
ing drive was a success.

 “Just as last year’s drive 
went over the top, this year all 
candy carrots were sold out 
within the first three hours,” 
said Burgess.

The fundraiser was held 
April 14 at Tri-Star Supermar-
ket in Kilmarnock, with help 
from the Belle Isle State Park 

Easter Bunny.
Northern Neck CASA is 

committed to looking out for 
the best interests of abused 
and/or neglected children. The 
program has served approxi-
mately 400 children since its 
inception 14 years ago and has 
progressed from two counties 
in the Northern Neck to five.

According to Burgess, the 
program is always looking for 
advocates to help in its mis-
sion. Contact the CASA office 
in Lancaster at 462-0881, or 
cattiliis@nncasa.com. 

Ivy and Alana Wirth join the Belle Isle Easter Bunny at 
Tri-Star Supermarket.

‘Carrots for CASA’ 
drive was successful

Dancing tribute
The Shadows of the 60’s presented “A Tribute to the Four 
Tops” April 15 at the Lancaster Middle School Theater 
in Kilmarnock. The rousing performance had people 
dancing in the aisles and singing along to the music of 
Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, Smokey Robinson, Michael 
Jackson and the Temptations in addition to the Four 

2016-17 season of the Rappahannock Foundation for the 
Arts. Subscription tickets for the 2017-18 On Stage season 
will go on sale in May. Contact Rappahannockfoundation.
org. Photo by Steve Tucker

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

by Madison White Franks juana, pled guilty and was 

driver’s license was suspended 
for six months. 

Michael Turner of Weems, 
charged with five felonies 
including two charges of enter-
ing a house to commit assault 
and battery, two charges of 
grand larceny and receiving or 
buying stolen goods, pled not 
guilty to all charges. He was 
found guilty on the two charges 
of entering to commit assault 
and battery and the two charges 
of grand larceny. The receiving/
buying stolen goods charge was 
dismissed. A pre-sentencing 
report was ordered and he is 
scheduled to be sentenced June 
13. 

Kionte R. Walters of Wicom-
ico Church, charged with three 
felonies of receiving or buying 
stolen goods, entering a house 
to commit assault and battery, 
and grand larceny, was not pros-
ecuted at the time of trial. 

The case of Keyvone T. Wil-
liams of Weems, charged with 
two felonies including entering 
a house to commit assault and 
battery and grand larceny, was 
continued to June 27. 

ordered to supervised probation 
and a mental health evaluation.

Tara F. Miller of Ohio, 
charged with a felony of grand 
larceny, pled guilty and was 
sentenced to no incarceration 
and no active jail sentence but 

probation in Ohio. 
Heather Lynn Sebra of Farn-

ham, charged with a misde-
meanor of assault and battery, 
pled no contest, and was sen-
tenced to one month in jail to be 
served on the weekends. 

Tonya R. L. Brown of Reed-
ville, charged with a misde-
meanor of possessing mari-
juana, pled guilty and was 

-
render her driver’s license for 
six months. 

Rodney Withers of Farn-
ham, convicted of two felony 
offenses of distribution of a 
controlled substance, pled not 
guilty and a pre-sentencing 
report was ordered. Sentencing 
is scheduled for June 20. 

Brittany N. Cottrell of Reed-
ville, charged with two misde-
meanors of identity theft, was 
sentenced to 12 months with 
12 months suspended in one 
charge and was not prosecuted 
at the time of trial on the other 
charge. 
March 21 cases

The Northumberland County 
Circuit Court also convened 
March 21. 

John Gaskins of Lottsburg, 
charged with a felony object 
sexual penetration by force and 
felony sexual battery charge, 
pled guilty to the sexual bat-
tery charge. The object sexual 
penetration charge was not 
prosecuted at the time of trial. 
A pre-sentencing report was 
ordered and he is scheduled to 
be sentenced June 6. 

Donald Michalak Jr. or 
Heathsville, convicted of a 
felony of unlawful wounding, 
pled guilty and was sentenced 

with three years and one month 
suspended. 

Anthony J. Tallent of Reed-
ville, charged with misde-
meanor possession of mari-

■ Climate march
The The Northern Neck 

Chapter of Citizens’ Climate 
Lobby will hold a March for 
Climate Awareness April 29. 
The march will begin at 9:45 
a.m. at Peeble’s parking lot, 463 
North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock, and continue to Grace 
Episcopal Church, 303 South 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

Those who are mobility 
impaired or elderly can assem-
ble at Grace Church.

■ Mathews’ shoreline
Dr. Brian Bates, of Long-

wood University’s Department of 
Archaeology, on Tuesday, April 
25, will disclose the results of a 
study of the Mathews County 
shoreline and the impact of hur-
ricane damage to the county’s 
archeological sites. Dr. Bates and 
his team will present their find-
ings at 7 p.m. at Kingston Parish 
Hall, Main Street, Mathews.

The report is a result of a 
Hurricane Sandy grant award, 
designed to study the impact of 
environmental change, such as 
hurricanes, to the Chesapeake 
portion of Mathews’ shoreline.

NEWS 
BREAKS
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The Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck is grateful to all who attended, supported 
and contributed to the fun and success of our 5th annual Casino Night! Because of 

you, we are making a difference in the lives of the youth we serve. Thank you!

Game Table Sponsors

Food & Auction Sponsors

Presenting Sponsors

Dr. June Daffeh               Eugene Duffer Foundation               Paula McNulty

Bourne & Sons, Inc.
Janitorial Supplies

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

IRVINGTON—The members of the Cobbs 
Hall Chapter, National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution (NSDAR) on April 10 
hosted a luncheon at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster–Canterbury to celebrate the chapter’s 64th 
birthday anniversary in style.

In addition to enjoying a wonderful meal, a 
special program was presented, a local woman 
was honored for outstanding community ser-
vice, a member was recognized for extraordinary 
contributions and three new members joined, 
reported publicity coordinator Susan Hudson.  

Guest speaker Thane Harpole, co-director 
of the Fairfield Foundation provided a wonder-
ful presentation of Warner Hall and shared his 
knowledge on the history and archaeology of the 
plantation and the Lewis/Warner families, said 
Hudson. It was a most informative glimpse into 
middle peninsula history and a timely presenta-
tion as the chapter will tour Warner Hall next 
month. 

Area resident Jannine C. Pennell was awarded 
the Community Service Award for her humanitar-
ian and citizenship efforts on behalf of St. Mary’s 
Whitechapel, the River Road Food Pantry, and 
the Morattico Waterfront Museum, said Hudson. 
To qualify for this award requires individuals 
to have outstanding unpaid voluntary commu-
nity service conducted in the past five years in 
the areas of cultural, educational, humanitarian, 
patriotic, historical, citizenship, or environmental 
conservation service.

Pennell’s contribution to St. Mary’s Whitecha-
pel extends from her Sunday fellowship minis-
try to the Christian education weekly programs. 
Additionally, each month, she leads volunteers in 

operating the River Road Food Pantry based at 
the church. The pantry is needed in the upper part 
of Lancaster County to avoid the long distances 
patrons had to travel. 

According to pastor David Cromer, “The key 
to this working is having a leader/coordinator 
that could unite people, places and things for one 
common purpose to help those in need in our com-
munity. Jannine Pennell accepted the challenge.” 

After a six-month trial period, the River Road 
Food Pantry became a permanent operation at St. 
Mary’s. It uses the combined resources of histor-
ically-separated black and white churches for its 
operation and in bringing a community together. 

It is a huge undertaking that serves an aver-
age of 100 low-income families or 300 people a 
month. The subject of a spring 2017 article “Do 
you Know your Neighbor?” in the Virginia Epis-
copalian magazine, the program is referred to as 
a “Poster Child” for others to follow.  

Pennell also is valued for her work on the board 
of directors of the Morattico Waterfront Museum 
where her creative ideas, enthusiasm, and fund 
raising efforts helped the young museum get its 
start.

Regent Dr. Cheryl Brown Davis also presented 
chapter librarian Mary Porter White a Special 
Certificate of Appreciation for her long standing 
and tireless dedication promoting the literacy of 
combined communities through book donations 
to libraries, schools, museums and historical 
societies. 

New members Page Hunt, Betty Steffey and 
Jane Langloh were sworn in by chapter chaplain 
Joyce Pittman along with Dr. Davis and warmly 
welcomed by members, said Hudson.

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Potomac River Crab Advi-
sory Committee will meet 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday, April 26 
at the Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission, 222 Taylor Street, 
Colonial Beach.

Reports will be provided on the 
crab harvest in 2016, and 2016-
17 winter crab dredge survey 
results. There will be a discussion 
on the current season and pos-
sible management responses for 
the 2017-18 crab management 
year.

The committee also will dis-
cuss licensing/residency require-
ments, crabbing licenses under 
corporation/business designation 
and the designated crabber provi-
sions, a vacancy on the Blue Crab 
Advisory Committee for a lower 
river peeler potter, and election of 
a chairman and vice chairman.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervisors 
will hold four public hearings 
on April 27. The meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. in the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Applications for special 
exception will be considered 
to place manufactured homes 
by Shamika M. Johnson on 
1.259-acre parcel at 341 Devils 
Bottom Road in the Brookvale 
area and David J. and Pau-
line R. Dudley on a 2.895-
acre parcel off Haypit Lane 
and Moran Creek Road in the 
Weems area. Both properties 
are zoned residential.

A third public hearing will 
be held for consideration of 
an application for change 
of zoning from agriculture 
to commercial limited by 
Connie K. and Henry M. Jett 
Jr., for a 0.763-acre parcel at 
10639 Mary Ball Road, near 
Pinkardsville Road.

Amendments to the subdivi-
sion ordinance Section 6-6 (b) 
and (l) will be considered. The 
first deals with a requirement 
to retain 100-foot wide buffer 
area, while the second requires 
onsite septic pump-outs every 
five years.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will hold a public hearing 
on the proposed $16.3 million 
budget for fiscal year 2017-18 
on Thursday, April 20.

The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster. 

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
has called a special meeting at 
4 p.m.  Tuesday, April 25, at the 
school administration office, 
2172 Northumberland High-
way, Lottsburg.

The board will hold a closed 
session to discuss a student 
matter regarding discipline of a 
specific student.

I RV I N G TO N — C h a r l e s 
Belfield, a 10th generation 
American who resides at Belle 
Mount Farm in Richmond 
County, spoke to the Richard 
Henry Lee Chapter Sons of the 
American Revolution on April 
17.

Belle Mount farm has been 
in Belfield’s family for 10 
generations. Dressed as his 
ancestor John Belfield, he said 
that following the birth of his 
second grandson, he decided 
that he needed to know his 
family history. His quest led 
him to learn that his family 
had been involved in the his-
tory of the U.S. From the 
time the first Belfield came 
to Richmond County in 1700, 
his family members have been 
involved in the Revolutionary 
War, the War of 1812, the Civil 
War, and World Wars I and 
III. Belfield believes strongly 
in keeping history alive, there-
fore he dressed as his ances-
tor John Belfield who fought 
in the Revolutionary War and 
spoke as though he were that 
ancestor.

Dressed at first in a shirt, 
vest, leggings, boots, and a 
black hat, Belfield began his 
saga. His family had been 
very successful on their 3000 
acre farm with his grandfather 
and father raising tobacco for 
export to England. He, John, 
inherited the farm and added 
another thousand acres to it, 
but alas, a terrible drought 
came upon the Northern Neck 
that lasted for two years and 
John was barely able to raise 
enough crops to feed his family 
and the 70 slaves who worked 
the plantation.  

Following this disastrous 
time, England began to look 
upon the colonists as second 
class citizens and they intro-
duced the Stamp Act. Every 
piece of paper was taxed. John 
Belfield took exception to the 
Stamp Act and to being treated 
as a second class citizen.

When he heard about a meet-
ing in Leedstown, he saddled 
his horse and rode to meet 
with fellow colonists from the 
Northern Neck. In great peril to 
themselves, they wrote a docu-
ment entitled the Leedstown 
Resolve, signed by 105 valiant 
and brave men, and sent it to 
the King of England. This was 
a very frightening and daunting 

three years. He recalled almost 
starving to death and surviving 
for five weeks in freezing cold 
with only two salted fish to eat 
the entire time. According to 
Belfield, Valley Forge was the 
turning point in the Revolu-
tionary War when Washington 
sat with his men, prayed with 
them, and told them they had 
to win this war or they would 
all be hung. Morale was lifted 
and these brave men went on to 
gain America’s independence 
from England. The Leedstown 
Resolve was a model for later 
documents declaring and pro-
tecting our freedom.

From left are Jannine Pennell and Marsha 
Sitnik.

From left are Mary Porter White and Dr. 
Cheryl Brown Davis.

DAR celebrates anniversary, presents awards

deed as the King could declare 
them guilty of treason and have 
them hanged. They were never 
sure if their document was the 
cause, but about a year after the 
Leedstown Resolve, the Stamp 
Act was repealed.

Matters continued to dete-
riorate however and nine years 
later, John Belfield saddled 
his fastest horse and rode 
to a meeting of like-minded 
colonists in Williamsburg. A 
meeting followed at St. John’s 
Church in Richmond where 
Belfield heard Patrick Henry 
deliver the stirring and decisive 
words, “Give me liberty or give 
me death.” 

Belfield was greatly moved 
and subsequently went to Pat-
rick Henry and asked what 
he could do. After asking 
Belfield, a man in his late fif-
ties, what he could do and 
Belfield telling him he was 
an excellent shot and a great 
horseman, Henry sent him to 
Colonel Bland who told him 
a group of men were riding 
to Fredericksburg where they 
would pick up some more men 
and then riding to New York to 
join General Washington. At 
this point in his talk, Belfield 
added the helmet, jacket, and 
bag for personal belongings 
that constituted the colonists’ 
uniform and displayed his 
saddle.

Belfield made the trip and did 
not see his wife and family for 

Charles Belfield portrays ancestor

out” as his ancestor John 

Revolutionary soldier.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission for Lan-
caster County will hold two 
public hearings on April 20. 
The meeting will convene at 7 
p.m. at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Legacy Holdings, LLC, has 
applied for a change in zoning 
district from agricultural (A-2) 
to residential general (R-1) for a 
0.52-acre parcel at 13257 Mary 
Ball Road near Goodluck Road.

A second public hearing will 
be held on updates to the fiscal 
year 2017-22 capital improve-
ment projects. A listing of 
project requests can be found 
on the county website lancova.
com and is also available at the 
county offices. 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland planning 
commission will meet at 7 
p.m. tonight, April 20, at the 
Northumberland County Courts 
Building, 220 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville. 

The commission will wel-
come new member Patrick 
O’Brien and review the plan-
ning commission by-laws. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will hold a special meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 
26, at the LCPS Annex, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock. 

The board will make a deci-
sion and vote on what the 
next step will be regarding the 
school facilities. 

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Expanding on
child exploitation

The Rappahannock Record 
and Ms. Betty Wirth of the 
Northern Neck Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (NNCASA) 
have recently drawn our attention 
to April’s being National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. 

The NNCASA has issued a 
call to action for residents of the 
Northern Neck to stand against 
child exploitation and take action 
to support children who have 
been abused or neglected. I sup-
port this call to action.

I believe the time has come 
for us to expand our notion of 
who qualifies as a child abuse 
perpetrator to include elected 
officials who prefer to borrow 
money from the next generation 
to pay for the goods and services 
we want today than to reduce 
the size and expense of govern-
ment so that they match avail-
able revenue. I suggest that we 
think of this practice of borrow-
ing money that today’s children 
will be forced to repay as child 
exploitation and refer to it as the 
inter-generational plunder that it 
is. I also suggest that we get the 
expression inter-generational 
plunder into conversations in 
which child abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation are being discussed.

Congressman Rob Wittman 
has voted for inter-generational 
plunder at every opportunity, 
and we have let his penchant for 
this practice to go unchallenged 
for too long. He has shown a 
disappointing lack of courage 
in addressing this exploitation 
of vulnerable children, and we 
should call him on it.

Andrew J. Billups, III, 
White Stone

Foreign policy
President Trump’s foreign 

policy is not complicated. Con-
sider this.

It shall be the policy of the 
United States to:

treatment, those countries that 
join us in defeating terrorism, 
in promoting social justice, and 
engage in fair trade policies.

bounds, those countries that pro-
mote terrorism, engage in social 
injustice, and exhibit unfair trade 
policies.

-
ests of Americans foremost.

Paul Boyenga,
Kilmarnock

Self rule has
limitations

In the April 13 issue, the 
writer of “Democracy may not 
be best” is right—in part. 

He states that with democ-
racy “majority rule denies self 
rule.” True, for, as Churchill 
said, “democracy is two wolves 
and sheep voting on what 
to have for lunch.” But self 
rule alone obtains the same 
result—the school bully extort-
ing other kids’ lunch money is 
also living by self rule. Uncon-
strained self rule is tyranny of 
the strong. Democracy—tyr-
anny of the majority—also 
quickly devolves into tyranny 
of the strong.

False
equivalencies

I believe that President 
Obama was disrespected by 
some in leadership positions 
in a manner that was seldom 
seen in our country. The lead-
ership plotted day one to be 

More slave
history lessons

The April 13 letter “History 
Lesson” stated “Slave owner-
ship was begun in Virginia by 
an African.” This is mislead-
ing, not true, and false. The 
writer’s facts about Anthony 
Johnson are true but his con-
clusion is not true, wrong and 
false. 

A full, complete history 
shows slave ownership was 
begun in Virginia by white 
men. History shows that the 
words “servant,” “slave” and 
“law” must be understood to 
see the correct conclusion. A 
slave history follows: 

The 23 blacks brought to 
the Virginia colony in 1623 
were listed as “servants,” but 
common practice was to serve 
as a slave. Blacks were cap-
tives of white pirates. They 
were not free.

Whites farmed them out, 
transferred them, and sold 
them without their consent. 
These same “servants” would 
later be deemed by laws writ-
ten and judged by whites as 
“slaves” not “servants.”

In 1619, 20 blacks are trans-

Laughing stock
Living in Lancaster County 

is, as Frank Sinatra would 
have put it, a real gas; every-

Focal Point

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Photo by Sara Amiss

Sunny spring afternoons are made for hiking at Hughlett’s Point Natural Area 
Preserve.

Two weeks ago I traveled to Charlottesville 
to see the B.E.s, after which I moved on to 

Afton to visit, not to eat, Edible Landscaping. 
The ride to the establishment from the inter-
state is spectacular, especially at this time of 
year with Botticelli’s “Prima Vera” blossoming 
of nature getting under way.  

Edible Landscaping is what its name pro-
claims, a vast plant operation with acres of 
greenhouses and nursery beds filled with 
young plants and seedlings ready for the 
market, every one of which produces a fruit, 
a leaf, a berry or a root that is edible. In addi-
tion, every plant is in a pot with soil. I had been 
perusing the company’s catalog for weeks, and 
had decided on what I wanted for our garden.  
Prior to leaving, my Good Wife gave me a 
budget of $250.

Upon arrival I became the proverbial child 
in a candy store. I wanted one, or two, or more, 
of every species they offered. Fortunately, the 
aforementioned prescribed budget and the 
realization of space at home held me in check. 
The company was founded in 1979, and the 
operation is both personal and hands-on.  

I was helped by George, who has been 
employed there for many years. Formerly, 
he served as the director of the White House 

greenhouse during the Reagan Administration. 
The plants in the background pictures of treaty 
signings and state banquets during that period 
were his charges.

George’s knowledge was encyclopedic. He 
guided me from a horticultural as well as a 
culinary perspective, telling me how the plants 
would grow, what their space, sun, water, and 
most importantly, pollinating requirements 
were, and lastly how their produce tasted. He 
was with me for well over an hour, and by the 
time we said goodbye, I was quite hungry from 
having listened to his descriptions. He cares 
for the future of his plants, and does not want 
to sell one that will not be going to a “good 
home.”

With his guidance working off of my list 
developed from the catalog, I acquired two dif-
ferent Japanese persimmons, to augment my 
30-year-old one, which has been ailing the last 
several years. Formerly, it produced large har-
vests, some of which we would take to my sis-
ter-in-law, who shared them with Nobe, a Japa-
nese lady, who had been her children’s babysit-
ter. Thereafter Nobe identified my Good Wife 
as “the persimmon sister.”

About 30 years ago my neighbor, the late 
Dick Hillier, planted two paw paw trees, trig-
gering in me the desire to follow suit. George 
suggested two varieties that do well in our 
region, and picked out the best examples of 
each. When we got to the raspberries, I told 
him that I wanted a yellow variety, and after 
listening to him speaking of the differing tastes 
of their offerings, we settled on one that sounds 
particularly appetizing.

George cautioned me against getting kiwi 
vines unless I was willing to build a strong 
pergola on which they could be trained. He 
showed me their specimens, which were mag-
nificent, but so too were the structures that 
upheld them. We agreed that I should build the 
frame first, then come to buy the vines.

Among my Good Wife’s myriad of talents 

is producing Thai cuisine. I asked George for 
lemongrass, and he took me to pots teeming 
with beautiful examples, and explained how to 
care for them, and when to bring them inside 
for overwintering, as well as how to break them 
up into smaller plants. Being a great devotee of 
lemongrass soup, he needed to tell me no more.

By the time we finished I was becoming 
concerned if everything would fit in the cap 
of my pickup, but with his careful packing it 
did, and after settling the bill, I was ready to 
leave, anxious to get home and start digging.  
I had not been as careful as I had intended 
about the aforementioned budgetary limit, but 
when George tallied the items, the bill came to 
$244, and with tax, $256.  My Good Wife was 
pleased.

The trip down the country roads to Edible 
Landscaping is idyllic, and upon arriving the 
customer soon forgets the interstate and the 
hustle of urban life, of course not that we have 
much urban life here at Remo. All of my plants 
are growing apace, enjoying their new home, 
and ready to receive more of their brothers and 
sisters, literally as many plants are male and 
female, all of which leads me eagerly to await 
the next budgetary declaration from my Good 
Wife.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

The trip down the country 
roads to Edible Landscaping is 
idyllic, and upon arriving the 
customer soon forgets the inter-
state and the hustle of urban 
life, of course not that we have 
much urban life here at Remo.

YOUR LETTERS
thing seems to be done for our 
amusement.

First we have the Robert O. 
Norris Bridge, a rusting der-
elict which will have its center 
spans painted at a cost of over 
21 million dollars. Obviously, 
the belief is that a good coat of 
Sherwin-Williams will hold it 
together for another 10 years. 
Yes, that should do it.

Now, much to our delight, we 
have the “Jewel of the County,” 
our shining courthouse on the 
hill which has so many defi-
ciencies it will probably col-
lapse from sheer frustration. 
The building will be easy to 
find; it will be the only structure 
in Lancaster with porta-potties 
on the front lawn.

And then there’s the heat and air 
conditioning system, controlled 
by the good people of Richmond. 
I realize this arrangement must 
have taken a lot of thought, and 
was probably made with good 
intentions, but I wonder if Rich-
mond has to call the courthouse 
every 24 hours and say, “How 
are you guys doing down there 
today? Do you want the thermo-
stat up or down?”

By far, the best features of 
this amazing building are the 
inability to hear proceedings 
in the courthouse due to poor 
acoustics and the blinding sun-
light resulting from a lack of 
filters in the windows. Which 
makes one anticipate jury duty 
with a healthy mixture of hilar-
ity and dread.

So let’s hear it for the board of 
supervisors, architects, sub-con-
tractors and building inspectors 
who have created this building 
for our entertainment, and for 
only 4.5 million dollars! These 
folks have assured us that our 
new courthouse will be a con-
tinuing source of amusement 
as further discrepancies are 
revealed in the years to come.

Bill Wright,
Irvington

ported to Jamestown to work 
as slaves.

In 1636, the slave car-
rier Desire, began the North 
American participation in the 
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade.

In 1640, John Punch became 
the first black slave to receive 
a life sentence of servitude 
by law conceived and imple-
mented by white man.  

In 1641, Massachusetts 
became the first colony to 
legalize slavery.

In 1654, blacks are granted 
the right to be slaveholders in 
Virginia.

As shown above, for over 
30 years slave ownership was 
practiced exclusively by white 
men in the thousands. 

In March 1654, free black 
Anthony Johnson, who had 
been a slave himself, was 
made a slave owner by a white 
judge after thousands of white 
men had practiced slavery for 
more than a third of the cen-
tury. 

Slave ownership was begun 
in Virginia by white men (not 
white women) in 1619.

Joe Thompson, 
Heathsville

In a community self rule 
can only work if its members 
share and live by a common 
mutually supportive moral 
framework (love thy neighbor, 
forgive your enemies, care for 
the widow). In short, self rule 
can work only within the con-
straints of a moral framework.

The writer equates consti-
tutional republics with tyr-
annies and criminal gangs. 
A small community, where 
everyone knows everyone 
else, might function with just a 
common morality, but anything 
larger requires some frame-
work of law, for without it, only 
vigilantism and lynch mobs are 
available to address injustices. 
A constitutional republic is 
the only structure ever devised 
that constrains both abuses 
by the mob and abuses by 
the powerful. It’s why we were 
founded as a republic and not a 
democracy.

The writer’s desire for self 
rule can only be realized in two 
places—a deserted island or 
a constitutional republic with 
a strong shared moral frame-
work. John Adams said the 
Constitution was fit “only for 
a moral and religious people.” 
The manifold discontents and 
miseries of today are largely 
a result of the willful degra-
dation of both. For the power 
hungry and the bullies of the 
land, “democracy” i.e., uncon-
strained power and mob men-
talities are far preferable—and 
ever tempting to us all.

Edgar Doleman,
Heathsville

an obstructionist force. This 
happened before Obama 
made policy decisions.

Pushback against Trump 
came after he began to make 
decisions that were not popu-
lar with the citizenry of our 
country. So I believed Trump 
earned his criticism by his 
behavior before and after he 
entered the office.

A frequent critic of any-
thing I write says I lam-
basted Mr. Trump. Lambast 
means to criticize someone 
or something harshly or 
severely. I don’t think I did 
that when I stated the facts. 
But of course these words 
can be in the eyes of the 
beholder. I have long since 
realized that if I said it was 
six he will say no, it was a 
half dozen. Maybe I should 
be flattered that he has saved 
all of those writings of mine.

A liar is one who lies and 
we simply can go to the 
video tape to prove that. The 
tape can also provide many 
instances of his bluster. Have 
we forgotten that Mexico was 
going to pay for the wall and 
Trump was going to repeal 
and replace Obama Care with 
a health care plan that was 
going to be a beautiful thing?

Beautiful, great and fantas-
tic are frequent words used by 
Mr. Trump to describe some-
thing that doesn’t really tell 
you anything. He was prob-
ably the only one who thought 
health care was easy.

We fired 59 missiles and 
didn’t crater the runway or 
prevent the operation of the 
airfield. More bluster than 
bite. His bluster and Tweets 
are getting us closer to a 
conflict. He must be brought 
under control.

Thump, that is the sound of 
me dropping the mike.

Lloyd N. Hill,
White Stone

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
Sitting at the stoplight watch-

ing the procession go by, it 
occurred to us that a stationary 
parade might make more sense.

Instead of detouring traffic 
for hours and closing downtown 
streets, bringing everything else 
to a halt, why not turn the tide?

Sure enough, this ain’t an 
original idea. Folks in Whalan, 
Minnesota, are getting ready 
to celebrate their 22nd annual 
Stand Still Parade, on May 20. 
The parade doesn’t move, they 
say, the spectators do.

In Whalan, they deterter-
mined the town is too small 
for a moving parade, so they 
decided the parade would stand 
still and the spectators would do 
the moving. 

Their color guard and Ameri-
can Legion members are always 
seated up front, they say.

The floats and other units are 
placed on each side of the street 
and down the center. Musi-

cians perform while standing 
in place. 

That works for Whalan. 
But, our objective is to get the 
parade off the street. 

Assign units their own space 
in a parking lot, field or park, 
without worrying about clog-
ging up the primary routes, or 
temporarily closing businesses.

 It might not work every-
where, but think of all the 
benefits:

friendly with fewer emissions.

-
formers.

bands, not just bits and pieces 
as they go marching by.

to eat, use the restroom and not 
miss anything.

floats.

photos.
-

shals and other dignitaries.

include peoples’ choice 
awards.

response units to offer demon-
strations.

games, children’s rides and 
a bounce house, and you’ve 
got another family-friendly 
festival— misnomered “pet-
friendly farmers market.”

On second thought, just 
keep your parade, we’ll take 
the alternate route next time.

As Forrest Gump would 
say in an alternate scene that 
got clipped from the final ver-
sion, “Sorry to interrupt your 
parade.”
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Michael J. Francis, M.D.

Tappahannock Hospital

Highly recommend

Very thorough & caring

Dr. Francis is excellent

This is what 

your friends and 

neighbors are saying 

about Dr. Francis’ 

surgical care.

4.67 out of 5
Patient satisfaction rating

(80+ ratings as of March 2017)

Read comments from real patients 
riversideonline.com/DrFrancis

GENERAL SURGERY

Riverside Surgical Specialists  
Tappahannock 
804-443-6232

THANK YOU
I will not seek re-election as a Board of 
Supervisors member representing the 5th 
District.

It has been a humbling experience to represent 
the 5th District. I thank my constituents for 
placing this trust & confidence in me for 5 
elections. It has been my honor to represent 
them for almost 20 years. I also thank our 
Lancaster County staff for their outstanding 
service and advice. Bill Pennell & Frank Pleva 
have always provided excellent professional 
service to the county & board members. I 
appreciate their assistance. Again thanks to my 
constituents for their trust & confidence.

Thanks to my wife Susan for her complete 
support and understanding for all the meetings 
and functions I had to attend.

Serving Lancaster County will be one of my 
fondest memories & again I thank you.

   B. Wally Beauchamp

Do you remember?
University of Virginia and National Basketball 
Association standout 7 foot, 4 inch Ralph Sampson 

Little League season. The Lancaster County Board of 
Supervisors member Donald Conaway also is on the 
mound, according to Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

(Reprints from the April 21, 1927, 
issue of the Rappahannock Record)

Nuttsville
Miss Fannie Sullivan, who has been working 

in Baltimore, spent the Easter holiday with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Sullivan. She and 
her mother returned to Baltimore Monday.

Mrs. James and two children, formerly of 
Mathews County, are visiting awhile with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Doggett.

Mr. and Mrs. D. M. Hazzard and son and Mr. 
and Mrs. Lewis of White Stone were pleasant 
callers in the home of the lady’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. J. Doggett, last Sunday.

Mrs. R. B. Keyser and family of Senora were 
pleasant callers in the lady’s parental home on 
Friday.

Miss Carrie Barrack returned home last 
Sunday, after spending the week-end with Mrs. 
R. B. Keyser at Senora.

Mrs. C. H. Doggett was a pleasant caller at 
her parental home last Monday, and Mr. C. 
H. Doggett was a supper guest of his parents 
Sunday last.

Mrs. M. E. Savin, who has been on the sick 
list, is improved.

Mr. A. S. Mitchell is home from the hospital. 
He is improving slowly.

Mr. C. J. Lusby and two daughters formerly 
of Washington, spent the Easter holiday with 
their grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Doggett.
Westland (Windmill Point)

-
ermen are all busy, nearly every boat coming in 

and high, but now prices have taken quite a drop 

they want for next winter.
Capt. James P. George and our loved nurse, 

Mrs. Belle George, have returned from Bal-
timore, where they spent the past winter with 
their children. We are delighted to have them 
with us again.

Mrs. George Hastings of Kilmarnock vis-
ited her mother, Mrs. J. P. George, last Tuesday 
afternoon.

Mr. and Mrs. D. Yerby and family motored to 
Tappahannock via the T. J. Downing bridge on 

Easter Sunday. The trip was very enjoyable and 
interesting, and the bridge is an achievement of 
every Virginian has a right to be proud.

Mr. and Mrs. George H. Abrams visited the 
lady’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Shelton, 
Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Shelton and family have 
been sick with tonsillitis or something similar, 
but are all well now except the baby.

Mrs. William Rice has been quite sick with 

Jesse Abbott is also is also well of her attack 
from tonsillitis.
Millenbeck

We had a lovely day for Easter Sunday; a real 
spring day.

Mr. and Mrs. R Lloyd Ficklin and family 
motored to Fredericksburg last Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. East and family were 
guests of the gentleman’s parents last Sunday.

Quite a number of people attended the dance 
at Ottoman wharf Monday night; all seemed to 
enjoy the occasion very much.

Mr. E. T. Schools and children were the 
guests last Sunday of his sister, Mrs. George E. 
Lewis, and also of his mother-in-law, Mrs. Ida 
Dunaway.

Mrs. G. A. Crump and little son of Hilton 
Village, Va., are visiting the lady’s parents on 

Due to the many colds and the grippe in this 
section the attendance at Corrotoman and Bethel 
Sunday schools were not so large last Sunday.

Some small shipments of asparagus has 
been made from the Corrotoman section, 
same brought a good price on the Baltimore 
market.

Our supervisor, L. D. Stoneham, has had sev-
eral men the past few weeks cleaning ditches 
of our roads that the water may run off; he is 
always on the lookout for anything which may 
improve the road conditions and we feel that 
this is going to be a great help in keeping our 
roads in good condition.

R. W. Sanders and family spent last Sunday 
with friends at Remo, Va.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Edward Correia, a Washing-
ton, D.C., attorney and profes-
sor, will be the featured speaker 
at the April 27 public meeting 
of Rappahannock Indivisible - 
We the People.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship of the Rap-
pahannock, 366 James Wharf 
Road, White Stone.

Correia has served as a 
senior lawyer for the Senate 
Judiciary Committee and chief 
counsel and staff director of the 
Senate Antitrust Subcommit-
tee, reported Mari Bonomi. He 
was special counsel to the pres-
ident for civil rights in the Clin-
ton administration. He serves 
on the Board of Lawyers Com-
mittee for Civil Rights in D.C.

Correia will speak about the 
current political climate in Vir-
ginia and Lancaster County, the 
dynamics of the Trump admin-
istration and Congress, impor-
tant bills in Congress, and how 
a group can become effective 
in addressing issues.

He also will take questions 
after his presentation, said 
Bonomi.

Rappahannock Indivisible 
- We the People is an issues-
focused group of residents in 
the Kilmarnock area, including 
Northumberland and Middle-
sex counties. 

The Northumberland County 
Democratic Committee will 
meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 
20, at the Northumberland 
Public Library, 7204 Northum-
berland Highway, Heathsville.

Several important actions 
will be taken, reported chair-
man Frank Kober.

A caucus will be held to 
elect delegates to the First 
District Democratic Party 
Convention.

Virginia Democratic gover-
nor candidate Tom Perriello is 
sending his mom to talk to the 
party.

Justin Fairfax, a Democratic 
candidate for lieutenant gover-
nor’s campaign manager will 
visit the committee.

A social will begin at 6:30 
p.m.

sales@vabb.com        804-436-9428      www.vabb.com

We are excited to announce our latest Internet upgrades
 you live within 5 miles of:

"We have you covered"

SPECIAL OFFER:   For just $79.95/mo, you get:
  -  Speeds up to 25 Mb/s down and 10 Mb/s up
  -  Up to 250GB data allowance/mo 
  -  Install only $150 

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS
Why is fracking exempt from conservation efforts?

The threat of industrial fracking earns the Rappahannock River #5 ranking on America’s Most Endan-
gered Rivers. The Friends of the Rappahannock recently raised awareness of this threat.

 Shore Exploration has leased over 80,000 acres for fracking. But ironically, the biggest threat to the 
Rappahannock does not come from land leased for fracking—the biggest threat comes from conservation 
easements.

 Three Virginia Outdoors Foundation conservation easements in Essex County specifically allow oil and 
gas exploration, extraction, mining, and/or fracking right next to the Rappahannock River.

 The Blandfield Plantation easement allows 88 oil wells and 24 gas wells, and fracking fluid storage.
The Beverly Marsh easement allows “extraction of oil and gas” in a pristine tidal marsh.
The Kendale Farm easement was amended twice to allow “oil and gas mining” and “the right to explore 

for and extract oil and gas.”
The owner of two of these easements is a director of the Essex County Countryside Alliance. The other 

owner is friends with the president of the Essex County Countryside Alliance, who just happened to be on 
the board of trustees of Virginia Outdoors Foundation when it approved the 88 oil wells and 24 gas wells 
in the easement.

Other conservation efforts prohibit industrial oil and gas operations. Is there any reason that Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation and these landowners won’t amend these conservation easements to prohibit frack-
ing next to the Rappahannock River?

Terrell Bowers, Johns Island, S.C.

Indivisible group
to meet April 27
in White Stone

Northumberland 
Democrats will 
caucus tonight
in Heathsville
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KIWANIS AUCTION & FLEA MARKET
Saturday May 13, 2017

YANKEE POINT SAILBOAT MARINA

 

WE NEED MORE BOATS!!

SATURDAY 
APRIL 22

11AM-5PM

20172017
SPRINGSPRING

OF OF 
TASTE TASTE 

20172017
SPRINGSPRING

OF OF 
TASTE TASTE 

HARTFIELD—It was Christ-
mas in April when the Rotary 
Club of Middlesex presented 
Fred and Bettie Lee Gaskins its 
Pride of Middlesex award on 
April 8. 

The annual award recognized 
-

ences on the county since 1966 
when they bought the Southside 
Sentinel, said Rotary emcee John 
Koontz. On center stage was 
the Christmas Friends program, 
which the Gaskinses co-founded 
in 1986, with the assistance of the 
Middlesex Department of Social 
Services.

Rotary International’s motto is 

hundreds of Christmas Friends 
volunteers that for 31 years have 
made Christmas better for the 
less fortunate in Middlesex.

Accepting the award Fred 
Gaskins referred to a well known 
poem, “Love Came Down at 

a hymn. “It goes a long way 
in explaining why Christmas 
Friends exists in our commu-

came down at Christmas spread 
around the world, and I’m think-
ing a giant portion of that love 
settled right here in Middlesex 

For 31 years folks in this com-
munity have been donating, 
shopping, wrapping and deliv-
ering gifts to the needy through 
Christmas Friends, said Mr. 
Gaskins, and there are countless 
times where friends, neighbors 
and other organizations help each 
other. “When it comes to sharing 
‘The Love,’ Middlesex County 

Celebrating volunteers
The Pride of Middlesex award 

celebrates the people of Christ-
mas Friends, said Mr. Gaskins. 
“Last year there were over 375 
people, donors and volunteers, 
who made the program possible, 
and I’ll bet 95% of them have 
been helping Christmas Friends 

With donations of time or 
money, each person “shares that 
love and perhaps make some 
dreams come true for a needy 
child or an elderly adult who 
would face a bleak Christmas 
without them. Thank you for join-

KILMARNOCK—A sell out 
crowd enjoyed the Fine Art of 
Steamboat Dining event on April 
8.

More than 100 patrons 
attended the Rappahannock Art 
League and the Steamboat Era 
Museum’s collaborative fund-
raising event at Good Luck Cel-
lars, reported museum executive 
director Barbara Brecher.

The seated four course dinner 
was created by The Levelfield 
Chefs, Jill and Larry Worth, and 
Gordon Slatford of the Tides Inn. 
An oyster bar was provided by 
Eric Nost.

Guests were served and 
kitchen preparation was provided 
by an all volunteer group includ-
ing Tom Colligan, Mike Geiss-
inger, Ann Warner, Bill Brandt, 
Liliane Merrill, Michael Merrill, 
Julia Putney-Brandt, Ed Fed-
deman, Gail Feddeman, Joyce 
Bombay, Lovey Jane Long, Patty 
Richards, Sallie Dashiell, Frank 
Tetrick, Diana Nickerson and 
Tim Nickerson.

David Graham was the pia-
nist for the evening. Mary Ellen 
Tetrick and Barry Beswick reg-

Volunteers sharing love cited as Rotary presents Pride of Middlesex Award

Bettie Lee and Fred Gaskins receive the 2017 Pride of 
Middlesex award from emcee John Koontz.

by Tom Chillemi

ing us to be Christmas Friends to 

Partnerships
Christmas Friends wouldn’t 

exist without our partnership 
with the Middlesex Department 
of Social Services, said Mr. Gas-
kins. “There is no way we could 
do the screening they do to deter-
mine who needs a helping hand 

Rebecca Morgan, director of 
the Middlesex Department of 
Social Services, has worked with 
Christmas Friends for the past 
seven years. “Fred and Bettie Lee 
remind us all during the Christ-
mas season that the true meaning 
of the holiday is giving to those in 

She said that each year about 
one-fourth of Middlesex’s popu-
lation relies on social services. 
“The majority of the families have 
working parents, however, these 
parents are not able to provide 
anything extra for their children 
at Christmas. In addition many 
older adults rely on a small social 
security payment each month and 
often are not able to afford extra 

The Gaskinses “are generous 
with their time and resources . . 
. but it was clear to me instantly 
that they do not want Christmas 
Friends to be about them, because 
the program is about helping 
those in need and that mission 

Aubrey Hall said he and his 
wife, Margie, have been neigh-
bors of the Gaskinses for almost 
38 years. “That’s a friendship 

that’s hard to describe. It’s a long 
life-time friendship, and that is so 

He noted Mr. Gaskins sings 
bass in the choir at Urbanna Bap-
tist Church, and Mrs. Gaskins is 

“I applaud the Gaskinses and 
their family for keeping the Sen-
tinel going, because it’s important 

Thanks 
Mrs. Gaskins thanked the 

Rotary Club of Middlesex for 
honoring Christmas Friends. “As 
long as the need is there, we look 
forward to joining you, and all 
our many volunteers, in keeping 
Christmas Friends alive for many 

During Saturday’s ceremony, 
Mrs. Gaskins explained that 
Christmas Friends’ base soon 
shifted from the social services 

pick up their shopping packets, 
and returned the bags of gifts, 

became the face of Christmas 
Friends to many. “We’re happy 
the current title-holder, Geanie 
Longest, is here tonight and 
we’re so thankful for her help 

Gaskins.
Sentinel employees

Mr. Gaskins shared the history 
of their involvement with the 
Southside Sentinel and the mul-
tiple changes in publishing tech-
nology during their tenure. 

He also recognized those cur-
rently working there. 

“These are the people who do 
the bulk of the work to get your 
paper published each week. They 
are the “Pride of Bettie Lee and 

Each employee prepared a 
brief comment that was read by 
Sentinel editor Tom Hardin. One 
reoccurring comment from the 
employees was how the Sentinel 

Good news
The Gaskins children, Susan 

Simmons, Kate Oliver and Joe 
Gaskins, got together to write 
down some memories, which 
also were read at the award cer-
emony. 

Simmons titled her work “The 

values instilled in them by their 
parents. 

The values include:
“A strong foundation . . . with 

unconditional love. We were 
shown through example the 
value of a strong family unit that 

“Spirituality and service . . . 
We were given the gift of love for 
the Lord. We also witnessed their 
pride and service in our commu-

“Value Teamwork . . . our 
parents taught us how to be suc-
cessful team members whether 
through our jobs or our own 

“Sense of humor . . . We 
learned to love to laugh and more 
importantly to be able to laugh at 

“Independence . . . They let us 
choose our interests, hobbies and 

“Enjoy Life . . . We appreci-
ate that our parents taught us that 
life is not just about work and 
service, it’s about having fun and 

of good news is one that all three 
children immediately consider the 
best news about our parents. They 
are humble. They are never boast-
ful and always thankful. They 
live their lives with acceptance of 
others. They have taught us how 
to handle adversities with thought-
ful, calm grace and integrity. They 

-
cluded Simmons.
Record connection

Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins are 
natives of Lancaster County 
and graduates of the University 
of Richmond. He majored in 
English, took journalism classes 
and worked part-time at the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch. She 
majored in math and was editor 
of The Collegian, the university’s 
student newspaper.

Mrs. Gaskins grew up in 
Kilmarnock where her father, 
J.E. Currell, owned and operated 
the Rappahannock Record for 66 
years. She worked at the Record 
during summer breaks and after 
school as needed.

Mr. Gaskins grew up in 
Irvington. His father, Anderson 
Gaskins, was a waterman who 

pound nets and crab pots. Ander-
son Gaskins and his brother, 
Marshall Gaskins, operated as 
Gaskins Brothers and Fred Gas-
kins worked with them during 
the summer months while in 
school.

In 1987, they also began to 
help manage the Rappahannock 
Record. They became general 

managers of that business after 
her father’s death in 1993, a 
role which passed to their two 
daughters last year. The Record 
is owned by Bettie Lee and her 
sister, Clara Christopher of Wil-
liamsburg.

In 1993 the two papers started 
The Rivah Visitor’s Guide, which 
serves the entire Middle Penin-
sula and Northern Neck during 
the tourist season.

the Tides Inn.

Fine Art of Steamboat Dining serves a full ship

From left, event co-chairmen Jan Dobrowolski of the 
Rappahannock Art League and Steamboat Era Museum 
board member Vicky Oliver piloted the successful event. 

istered guests who were met at 
the door by costumed docents 
including Billy and Mary Pipkin, 
Barbara Baxter and Candee 
Pevahouse.

Event co-chairs Jan Dobro-
wolski of the Rappahannock 
Art League and Steamboat Era 
Museum board member, Vicky 
Oliver, thanked all the patrons 
and volunteers for their support. 

A silent auction ran during the 
event and a live auction, which 
included a table from the First 
Class Lounge of the SS United 
States, brought lively bidding. 
Slatford added to the festivities as 
the auctioneer.

Proceeds from the event are 
shared by the two organizations 
and help each continue their mis-
sion in the community.


