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REEDVILLE—Some 300 hungry 
people kept Smith Point Sea Rescue 
volunteers busy unloading baskets 
of steaming oysters onto tabletops at 
last Saturday’s oyster roast. The fund 
raiser was held at the Little River Sea-
food facilities on the Little Wicomico 
River.

All profits from the event go to 
the Smith Point Sea Rescue, a group 
of volunteers dedicated to provid-
ing assistance to boaters in need of 
assistance in the mid-Chesapeake Bay 
area. Ticket sales were limited to 300.

Operating since 1974, it is the last 
of the all-volunteer sea rescue organi-
zations operating on the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

According to senior boat cap-
tain Buddy Sylvia, the organization 
shares duties 24 hours-a-day all year 

long to maintain equipment, conduct 
training and respond to search and 
rescue missions between the Potomac 
and Rappahannock rivers and on the 
Chesapeake Bay. Two rescue boats 
are kept on Cockrell’s Creek off the 
Great Wicomico River and one is kept 
at Olverson’s Lodge Creek Marina to 
serve the lower Potomac River.

“If someone needs help, all they 
have to do is call us and we’ll respond,” 
said Sylvia. “We carry a GPS, radios, 
equipment to pump out boats taking 
on water and even gas and diesel fuel. 
If we can get your boat started by 
refueling, we don’t have to tow you.”

“There is no charge for our ser-
vice,” added volunteer Ed Williams. 

Sea Rescue monitors VHF Chan-
nel 16 for distress calls, or they will 
respond to boaters who contact the 
Northumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office, 580-5221 or 911.

The internationally acclaimed 
floral artist, Francine Thomas, 

will combine her talents with the 
Lancaster High School Symphonic 
Band, under the direction of Robbie 
Spiers, at “Symphony in Flowers” 
Sunday, March 12. 

The event will be presented at 
2 p.m. at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater, 191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. Tickets are $35 and 
available at Noblett Appliance, Pro-
pane and Oil, Inc. on Main Street, 
Kilmarnock, by calling 438-5803, 
or visiting dmcgrath64@gmail.
com.

 “Symphony in Flowers” is not a 
typical band concert and it is not a 
typical floral demonstration, said 
Genny Chase. This combination has 
never been paired in the U.S. This 
is a one of a kind event with only 
one performance, filled with sur-
prises. The symphonic band will 
provide the musical inspiration to 
showcase Thomas’s extraordinary 
talent as she creates “life size” 
floral designs.  

Thomas is from Tranga in the 
North Island of New Zealand and 
has appeared on the Good Morning 
television show in New Zealand, 
said Chase. She has traveled to 
Australia numerous times dem-
onstrating and teaching. In 2014, 
Thomas was chosen to represent 
New Zealand at the World Flower 
Show in Dublin, Ireland, as their 
national demonstrator, in front of 
over 1,000 people. 

WHITE STONE—Ran Reeves, the 
son of mayor Randy Reeves, will fill 
the vacant seat on White Stone Town 
Council. 

By a 3-0 vote, council last Thurs-
day appointed Reeves to temporarily 
fill the seat left vacant when Joe Slia-
kis died on January 28. According to 
town attorney Matson Terry, council 
will have to petition the court to hold 
a special election to permanently fill 
the seat. Sliakis was re-elected to a 
four-year term in May 2014. His term 
expires May 2018. 

According to town manager Pat-
rick Frere, Reeves’ letter of intent to 
serve on the council was the only one 
received by the March 2 deadline. 

Mayor Reeves said one other 
person had expressed interest but 
then removed her name from the list 
because of family illness. 

Councilman Paul Elbourn made 
the motion to appoint Reeves. Blair 
Kenyon seconded the motion. Voting 
in favor were Elbourn, Kenyon and 
William Hubbard. Absent were Drew 
Hubbard, Kelli Blankenship and 
Irving Brittingham. Mayor Reeves 
said one council member was out of 
town on business, while the other two 
were sick. 

Ran Reeves, 31, lives at 142 Saw-
mill Road in White Stone. 
Revitalization projects

In other business, Frere reported 
phase one of the town’s revitalization 
project is moving forward with con-
struction bids for the first three houses 
likely accepted by the town’s housing 
rehab board this week. 

“The housing rehab part of this 
project is well under way,” said Frere. 
But it’s crucial, he added, that the town 
“stick to a timeline to ensure funding, 
especially at the federal level.”

The housing rehab board was 

People of all ages were happy to see Ed Williams (left) refresh their table 
with steamed oysters at Smith Point Rescue’s annual oyster roast last 
Saturday. 

Smith Point Sea Rescue’s
annual oyster roast sells out

by Audrey Thomasson

Ran Reeves appointed to council

Town tags
go on sale
March 20

White Stone will sell its 
town vehicle and motorcycle 
tags Monday, March 20, 
through Friday, March 24, and 
Monday, March 27, through 
Friday, March 31, from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the Town Hall, 
433 Rappahannock Drive, 
White Stone. 

Car and truck tags are $25 
each and motorcycle tags are 
$20, according to town man-
ager Patrick Frere. 

Residents of White Stone 
are required to purchase tags. 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

scheduled to meet this week to review 
the construction bids for the first 
three houses set for rehabilitation. If 
approved as anticipated, construction 
should begin by the end of March or 
beginning of April, said Frere. 

Plans for the town’s sewer project 
are also 90% complete, said Frere. 
Council planned to hold a special 
meeting March 8 to discuss land 
acquisition related to phase one of the 
project. The town would locate the 
septic treatment plant on the site. 

Both Frere and mayor Reeves 
stressed to council the strict need to 
stick to the timeline set by the state 
and federal government relating to the 
town’s loans and grants. 

Our “funding has already been 
approved,” said Frere. But if a dead-

line is not met and the town has to 
resubmit an application, he said, “the 
money might not be there.”

According to Frere, federal budget 
proposals for Environmental Protec-
tion Agency funding could be cut 
20% and funding for Chesapeake Bay 
restoration projects may be chopped 
from $73 million annually to a mere 
$5 million. 

So funding is just not available, 
Frere cautioned. 

“Our money has already been 
appropriated,” said mayor Reeves. 
“But if we do something to throw 
this off until next year, we may be 
in jeopardy. We need to stay on this 
timeline.”

Frere added the town is plowing 
ahead with the applications for the 
second phase of the revitalization. 

“But I can’t promise we’re going to 
get the money we did the first time,” 
he said. 

Following a public hearing related 
to the business revitalization proj-
ect, council voted unanimously, 3-0, 
to accept a resolution to submit a 
Virginia Community Development 
Block Grant proposal. The town plans 
to apply for $769,000 in funding for a 
commercial revitalization and revolv-
ing loan fund project. The project will 
have a total budget of $1,309,000 
with building facade improvements, 
landscaping and sidewalk upgrades, 
new lighting and signage, removal of 
blight structures and marketing pro-
grams. 

Kenyon made the motion to pass 
the resolution. Elbourn seconded the 
motion.

‘Symphony in Flowers’ will be a first for
the LHS Band, Kilmarnock and the U.S.

Francine Thomas exhibits one of her designs from 
the recent Creative Floral Arrangers of the Americas 
Seminar in Orlando, Fla.

Robbie Spiers will direct the Lancaster High School 
Symphonic Band in the “Symphony in Flowers” event 
on Sunday.

Her most recent engagement was 
as the featured presenter for the 
Creative Floral Arrangers of the 
Americas Seminar February 25 in 
Orlando, Fla.

Spiers is in his 32nd year as 
director of the award-winning Lan-
caster High School Band. He grew 
up in Richmond where he began 
his band experiences in middle and 
high schools. He has a bachelor’s 

in instrumental music from James 
Madison University. 

He began teaching band at Lan-
caster High School in 1985 with only 
60 members and in five years the 
band grew to 140 members in a high 
school of 500 students. The band 
has been featured in halftime shows 
at the Peach Bowl, Orange Bowl, 
Sugar Bowl and twice at the BCS 
National Championship. His bands 

have marched in London, Bahamas, 
Toronto and Bermuda, consistently 
receiving superior ratings.  

“Symphony in Flowers” is spon-
sored by the Kilmarnock Garden 
Club and the Lancaster High 
School Band and the Band Boost-
ers. Tickets also may be purchased 
from members of either of these 
organizations; or at the door, if 
available.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
school board is expected to take 
action Tuesday, March 14, on a pro-
posed $16.3 million school budget for 
fiscal year 2017-18.

Presenting the $16,319,157 draft at 
the school board’s public hearing on 
March 2, budget and finance direc-
tor Whitney Barrack said the budget 
is based on a projected average daily 
membership of 1,100. 

She also said the budget reflects a 
projected decrease in state, federal, 
local and other funding.

The estimated expenditures include 
a 3% increase for teachers and staff, 
a Virginia Retirement System (VRS) 
increase of 1.66% and an increase in 
dual enrollment tuition. 

The expenditures show an overall 
decrease of $282,442 from last year’s 
budget, said Barrack. 

Only two people from the public 
attended the hearing, Les Spivey and 

School board 
prepares to send
 $16.3 million
school budget 
to supervisors

by Madison White Franks

LANCASTER, continued on page A2
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IRVINGTON—“I thank you 
for your leadership and for your 
engagement and for your will-
ingness to care and dream and 
embrace the lives of the young 
men and women that grace the 
communities that you serve,” 
said Christopher Newport Uni-
versity president Paul Trible.

He was addressing the Vir-
ginia School Board Association 
Eastern Region Spring Network 
forum, hosted by Lancaster 
County Public Schools March 1 
at the Tides Inn. 

The forum gave school board 
members and superintendents an 
opportunity to meet with their 
colleagues from across the region 
for an evening of fellowship, dis-
cussion and food. 

The event began with a student 
art show, judged by members of 
the Rappahannock Art League, 
and music by the Lancaster 
Middle School chorus, directed 
by Emily Mahoney. 

School boards serving Lan-
caster, Northumberland, West-
moreland, Richmond County, 
Mathews, Middlesex, Glouces-
ter, Colonial Beach, King Wil-
liam, King George, Essex and 
West Point were represented. 

Lancaster school board chair-
man Bob Westbrook thanked 
Gordon Slatford and the Tides 
Inn for opening early to host the 
forum. 

Lancaster superintendent 
Steve Parker introduced Trible 
as a visionary leader, a can-do 
inspirer and being as congenial 
as an old country doctor. 

Trible said anyone in a position 
of education should be very clear 
about vision and values, to allow 
the opportunity for students to 
understand what the purpose of 
their education is going to allow 
them to have. 

“In organizational leadership, 
if you can eliminate the negatives 
in the organization, sometimes 
you can merge forward. But it’s 
in those amazing moments when 
you can align people’s hearts and 
minds that you can soar,” said 
Trible. 

“Leadership demands great 
dreams, just like our lives 
demand great dreams. We spend 
our time at Christopher Newport 
imparting to our students how 
important it is that they have great 
dreams for their lives. A vision 
so important that it will instruct 
and inspire their lives each day 
and give the powerful purpose to 
get up in the morning and sprint 
through the day,” he continued. 

Trible implied that people do 
not like change, they resist it, but 
as members of the public educa-
tion field, school boards should 
lead with courage and creativity. 

“Our job is to lead and if you 
can’t lead with courage and cre-
ativity then find something else 
to do,” said Trible. “The great 
tragedy in America today is that 
we ask so little of ourselves and 
our fellow citizens. My experi-
ence is that if you ask people to 
do their best, they will astound 
you with their success.”

LOTTSBURG—Schoo l 
board members Monday 
approved a $17.7 million pro-
posed budget for the 2017-18 
school year that includes three 
full-day pre-kindergarten pro-
grams and a 4% raise for teach-
ers. 

“Kids come first in the 
budget,” said school superinten-
dent Dr. Holly Wargo in laying 
out her goals for the next school 
year. “We’re trying to keep an 
eye on the total budget so that 
it is not out of the realm at $18 
million.”

The board is expected to pres-
ent the budget to county supervi-
sors in a joint session March 21. 

The proposal reflects an 
increase of about $906,001 or 
5.32% over the current year 
and would require an additional 
$608,607 in county funding. It 
includes a $100,000 contribu-
tion from Kids First, a local non-
profit group supporting early 
childhood development for at-
risk 3-year olds. Wargo noted the 
program is dependent on fund-
ing availability from Kids First. 

Estimated expenditures 
include $12,822,028 for instruc-
tion, up $798,126; $1,824,064 
for operations, up $38,637; 
$1,286,755 for transportation, 
down $9,390; $904,079 for 
administration, up $50,204; 
$735,721 for technology, up 
$33,628; $90,876 for debt ser-
vice and other,  down $5,204; 
and $47,000 for facilities, 
unchanged.

Projected revenues include 
county funds of $11,973,077, 
up $608,607; state funds of 
$2,805,684, up $52,798; sales 
tax proceeds of $1,483,957, 
down $48,673; federal funds of 
$884,055, unchanged; and other 
funds of $563,750, up $293,270. 

The 4% increase for teachers, 
which includes an annual step 
increase, would help prevent 
the district from slipping further 
behind neighboring district sala-
ries, Wargo stated. Also included 
is a 2% raise for “other” person-
nel and a step (1.25%) increase 
for senior administrative posi-
tions.

Additional positions proposed 
for next year include a read-
ing specialist, world language 

LOTTSBURG—Discus-
sions are under way about 
whether to expand Northum-
berland County’s pre-kinder-
garten from the current half 
day program to a full day. The 
cutoff for enrolling 4-year-
olds for the fall term is next 
Wednesday, March 15. 

At last Monday’s school 
board budget work session, 
members voted for a $17.7 
million budget that includes 
expanding the pre-kindergar-
ten classes to a full day, 8 a.m. 
to 3:25 p.m. 

A survey is under way to 
determine parents’ preferences 
for extending to a full day or 
remaining with a half day pro-
gram. The hours for the half-
day program are 8 a.m. to noon 
for upper county residents and 
noon to 3:25 p.m. for lower 
county residents. 

“The community has indi-
cated they are very interested 
in the full day,” said superin-
tendent Dr. Holly Wargo.

Additionally, the board is 
considering the addition of a 

program for ‘at risk’ 3-year-
olds. The budget includes a 
$100,000 contribution from 
Kid’s First to add a 3-year-old 
program for underprivileged 
kids. Kids First supports early 
childhood development.

“We are exploring that 
option,” said Wargo. “We will 
need the blessing of the board 
of supervisors first and we will 
have to make sure the program 
is still available from Kid’s 
First.” 

Wargo said the 4-year-old 
program must first extend to a 
full day before Kids First can 
be considered.

Registration for 4-year-
old Pre-K will be from 1 to 6 
p.m. Monday, March 13, at 
Northumberland Elementary 
School, 757 Academic Lane, 
Claraville. 

Children must be age 4 by 
September 30, 2017, to qualify. 
Parents must provide a birth 
certificate, proof of residency 
and most recent immuniza-
tion record at the time of reg-
istration. A preschool physical 
must be obtained before enter-
ing school in September.

Bill Warren of the Wiley Foun-
dation. 

Spivey shared his concern 
for the young people in the 
community. 

“We need to figure out a way 
to get the kids to come out of 
the school knowing some-
thing,” he said.

“The methodology, not just 
in the county, in the state and 
maybe in the whole country, 
is that we get all the kids 
through school whether they 
know anything or not and I 
don’t think that is right. You 
should come out of school 
knowing how to have a life 
and not just follow in the 
footsteps of the ones before 
you,” said Spivey. 

“I would love to see the 
schools come together and 
be in one place,” he said. “If 
you have to raise my taxes 
another penny to get enough 
money to do what you need 
to do, to get the kids to come 
out of school to be able to 
read and write, then I would 
do it,” he said.

 “I am puzzled at how few 
people show up at any of the 
meetings and yet people get 
upset and put letters in the 
paper and complain about 
everything but they don’t 
come tell anyone. I don’t get 
it,” said Spivey. 

“We feel exactly the way 
you do, and things are in 
place and things are improv-
ing drastically within the 
last year. I personally do not 
want a child coming out of 
school not reading and writ-
ing,” said board member 
Joan Gravatt. 

“This is the first time in 
my experience since I have 
been paying attention to the 
schools that we actually have 
an administration that looked 
at why the kids were in the 
situation that they were in 
and then implemented the 
programs necessary to bring 
them up with their reading 
and writing skills. They are 
already doing it and coming 
right along, beyond what we 
may have expected,” said 
chairman Bob Westbrook. 

Superintendent Steve Parker 
said that things are improving 
at the schools and improve-
ment is believable. 

5.32% increase proposed for
Northumberland school budget

by Audrey Thomasson

Proposed school budget
could cover expansion of
pre-kindergarten program

by Audrey Thomasson

teacher, a pre-k teacher and 
paraprofessional, a Kids First 
teacher and paraprofessional, 
and a high school special edu-
cation teacher. It also includes 
additional money to hire a dedi-
cated school psychologist rather 
than depend on contractors.

“A reading specialist is criti-
cal,” said high school special 
education teacher Amy Lamb. 
“These kids won’t graduate—
they can’t read.” She said her 
ninth-grade class was too large 
for one teacher to handle and 
that she had considered resign-
ing in frustration.

“Special education should 
be a priority,” said District 2 
member Dean Sumner.

District 3 member Gerald 
Howard pushed to hire an assis-
tant superintendent right away, 
noting there was a highly quali-
fied candidate within the district.

“Because of the level of 
salary, it would require losing 
two other positions,” Wargo 
replied. She estimated a savings 
of over $98,000 by delaying that 
hire. She stressed the need to fix 
salaries for teachers and address 
student needs first, but said she 
fully intended to fill the position 
later on. Other staff will pick up 
the job responsibilities in the 
interim, she added.

Howard argued against the 
3-year old program as premature 
and pushed for the addition of a 
fourth pre-kindergarten class of 
4-year olds. 

Wargo said a fourth class will 
be addressed if there is a need 
for one. 

Chairman and District 4 
member Betty Christopher made 
the motion to pass the budget. 
The vote was 5-0.

From left are Paul Trible and Steve Parker.

Paul Trible advises area 
educators to ‘lead with 
courage and creativity’

by Madison White Franks

Lancaster
school budget
continued from page A1
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Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 
eight individuals.
Felonies

Kevin J. Hall, 30, of Regina Road was charged 
March 3 with revocation of a suspended sentence 
and probation.

Eric L. George, 35, of Fox Den Drive was 
charged March 3 with failing to appear on a 
felony charge.
Misdemeanors

A Buzzards Neck Road man, 47, was charged 
February 27 with assault and battery.

A Callao man, 30, was charged February 28 
for failing to comply with a support order.

A Browns Store Road man, 29, was charged 
March 1 with possession of marijuana.

An Old Orchard Road man, 60, was charged 
March 1 with possession of a Schedule VI con-
trolled substance and possession of a Schedule 
IV controlled substance.

A Washington Street man, 36, was charged 
March 2 with trespassing and destruction of 
property.

A Greentown Road man, 41, was charged 
March 2 with brandishing a firearm.
Activity report

February 27: Staff responded to the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for the report 
of a reckless driver, to the 8800 block of Mary 
Ball Road for a juvenile behavior complaint, to 
Ocran Road for a traffic hazard, to the 500 block 
of White Hall Road for verbal threats to harm 
another, and to the 1800 block of Old Orchard 
Road for debris and hazardous materials in the 
waterway.

February 28: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Reynolds Farm Road for the report of 
a civil complaint involving renters, to the 100 
block of Sullivans Road for the report of a sui-
cidal person, to a walk-in report of the vandal-
ism of a vehicle, to the 600 block of Boys Camp 
Road for a verbal disagreement involving prop-
erty, to White Stone for a fight in progress involv-
ing domestic partners, to the 100 block of Turner 
Lane for disorderly conduct and trespassing, to 
Goodluck Road for a hit and run traffic accident, 
to Second Avenue to assist Virginia State Police 
(VSP) with a traffic stop/search, to the 400 block 
of Buzzards Neck Road for an attempted bur-
glary and vandalism, and to Claybrook Avenue to 
assist VSP with a narcotics involved traffic stop.

March 1: Staff responded to the 400 block 
of East Church Street for the report of a prowler 
who was reported to be wearing all black and 
knocking on doors, and to the 800 block of Nutts-
ville Road for the report of a juvenile behavior 
complaint.

March 2: Staff responded to the 500 block of 
Greentown Road for the report of a subject who 
brandished a firearm, to the 100 block of School 
Street for juveniles banging on doors and assault-
ing the complainant, to the 300 block of Twin 
Branch Road for a domestic disturbance involv-
ing intoxication, to the 7000 block of River Road 
for the report of a suspicious person, to the area 
of Merry Point Road to assist VSP with a traffic 
stop, and to North Main Street to assist VSP with 
a vehicle search.

March 3: Staff responded to the 300 block of 
Nuttsville Road to assist child protective services 
with a report of possible abuse, and to Weems 
Road for a two-vehicle traffic crash.

March 4: Staff responded to the 1500 block 
of Goodluck Road for a suspicious person, to the 
1300 block of Oak Hill Road for a reckless driver, 
to a walk-in report of an attempt to obtain funds by 
fraud, to White Chapel Road for a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash with an entrapment, to the 300 block of 
Johns Neck Road to investigate a burglary and theft 
of household items, and to the 200 block of Wiggins 
Avenue to assist the Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) with the report of a domestic disturbance.

March 5: Staff responded to the 500 block of 
Gaskins Road for a civil issue involving a traf-
fic accident, to Mary Ball Road between White 
Stone and Kilmarnock for a reckless driver, and 
to the 300 block of Woods Drive for a domestic 
disturbance involving alcohol.

Staff also conducted 18 traffic stops, issued 
12 summonses, assisted six motorists, recorded 
four deer strike accidents, handled five calls for 
traffic control, investigated eight building alarms, 
processed two mental health orders, logged three 
inmate transports, received seven E911 hang-up 
calls and fielded two calls for animal control ser-
vice.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a fire/smoke alarm on Mary 
Ball Road, and a traffic crash on White Chapel 
Road.

The White Stone VFD responded to a brush 
fire on Bay Drive and a fire/smoke alarm on 
Spindrift Road.

The Kilmarnock VFD responded to a fire/
smoke alarm on Skye Drive.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this week reported 
charges against eight individuals.
Felonies

Lillian Mildred Katz, 55, of Reedville was 
charged March 2 with abduction, assault and 
battery of a family member and obstruction of 
justice.

Kevin Johnson Hall, 30, of Heathsville was 
charged March 3 with a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County Multi-jurisdictional 
Grand Jury for three counts of selling/distribu-
tion of a controlled Substance I or II drug. This 
indictment was served by the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office (LCSO). The LCSO also served 
a capias/attachment of the body for failing to 
comply with VASAP.

Graison Adrian Pierce, 29, of Montross was 
charged March 3 with driving revoked.

Valencia W. Owens, 44, of Lancaster was 
charged March 4 with a direct indictment from 
the Lancaster County Multi-jurisdictional Grand 
Jury for possession with intent to sell/distribute 
imitation hydrocodone, a Schedule II drug. 
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 60, was charged Feb-
ruary 27 with assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Montross man, 29, was charged February 27 
with assault and battery of a family member. This 
was a Northumberland County warrant served by 
the Westmoreland County Sheriff’s Office.

A Reedville man, 45, was charged March 2 
with hit and run, habitual offender, reckless driv-
ing and failing to wear a seat belt. These were 
Lancaster County warrants served by the Nor-
thumberland Sheriff’s Office.

A Tappahannock man, 39, was charged March 
3 with a capias/attachment of the body from the 
Northumberland County General District Court 
for violating pre-trial services. This warrant was 
served by the Tappahannock Police Department.

WARSAW—Virginia State 
Police First Sergeant Troy H. 
Smith is proud to be serving the 
citizens of the Northern Neck in 
his new capacity as the Area 2 
Commander.

His promotion from sergeant 
to first sergeant was effective 
January 10, following former 
Area 2 First Sergeant Jeremy S. 
Kaplan’s promotion to lieutenant. 
Area 2 encompasses the counties 
of Essex, Lancaster, Northum-
berland, Westmoreland and Rich-
mond, reported Sergeant Stephan 
Vick.

Smith graduated the Vir-
ginia State Police Academy as a 
member of the 90th Basic Ses-
sion in May 1994. His first patrol 
assignment was in the Richmond 
Division’s Area 3 Office, which 
includes Charles City, New Kent, 
King and Queen and King Wil-
liam counties. In January 2003, 
Smith transferred to Area 2 and 
was then promoted in November 
2010 to sergeant and assigned to 
the State Police Administrative 
Headquarters in Richmond. In 
May 2013, he returned to Area 2 
as a sergeant until his recent pro-
motion.  

As a trooper, Smith served as 
a member of the Richmond Divi-
sion Crash Reconstruction Team 
and is a Tactical Field Force 
supervisor. The Department’s 
Tactical Field Force responds to 
various incidents within the Rich-

HEATHSVILLE —The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened February 28, 
with the Hon. R. Michael McK-
enney presiding. 

The case of Milford S. Diggs 
of Burgess, charged with felony 
probation violation, was contin-
ued to April 25. 

Nathan Muse of Lottsburg, 
charged with felony manufac-
turing of a controlled substance, 
was not prosecuted at the time 
of trial. 

The case of Jason M. Ped-
dicord of Heathsville, charged 
with three felonies includ-
ing one count of possessing a 
controlled substance and two 
counts of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance, was contin-
ued to April 25. 

James E. Ricks of Heaths-
ville, charged with two misde-
meanors of driving with a sus-
pended license and a felony of 
driving while intoxicated, pled 
guilty to the DWI charge and 
was sentenced to two years of 
supervised probation. The other 
charges were not prosecuted at 
the time of trial. 

Anthony Taylor of Heaths-
ville, charged with misde-
meanor destruction of property, 
pled no-contest and was sen-

RICHMOND—The Virginia 
State Corporation Commission 
Tuesday postponed its sched-
uled March 15 public hearing 
on William Barnhardt’s lawsuit 
to halt Dominion Power’s plan 
to construct 10 new towers 
across the Rappahannock 
River. Barnhardt is seeking to 
have Dominion install under-
water cables.

The hearing, which is 
expected to last several days, is 
rescheduled to begin Tuesday, 
April 18, at 10 a.m. in the Tyler 
Building, 1300 East Main 
Street, Richmond.

First Sergeant Smith is
settling into new duties

First Sergeant Troy H. Smith

mond Division and across the 
Commonwealth for search and 
rescue missions, crowd control 
and special security assignments. 
Smith’s father is a retired Virginia 
State Police trooper.

“We’re pleased to have Troy as 
one of our Richmond Division 
Area Commanders,” said Captain 
Steven L. Chumley, Richmond 
Division Commander. “His dedi-
cation to duty and broad public 
safety experience will be of great 
benefit to those living, working 
and visiting the Northern Neck.”

As lieutenant, Kaplan is 
assigned to the Criminal Justice 
Information Services Division at 
the State Police Administrative 
Headquarters in Richmond.

NORTHUMBERLAND 
COUNTY CIRCUIT 
COURT REPORT

by Madison White Franks tenced to 10 months in jail. 
The case of Keith A. Branem 

of Richmond, charged with 
felony probation violation, was 
set for trial March 28.

The case of Carlos A. Liver-
pool of Burgess, charged with a 
misdemeanor of falsely report-
ing to law enforcement and two 
felonies of obtaining money 
under false pretenses and pos-
sessing a controlled substance, 
was continued to March 28. 

The case of John A. Gaskins 
of Lottsburg, charged with two 
felony offenses of object sexual 
penetration by force and sexual 
battery by force, was continued 
to March 21. 

The case of Alicia S. Darby 
of Warsaw, charged with felony 
manufacturing of a controlled 
substance, was continued to 
July 18.

SCC postpones
public hearing 
on towers suit

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

 Spring training
Volunteer Continuing Education and Training 

is scheduled March 14 through 16, beginning 
each day with coffee and pastries at 8:30 a.m. 
and sessions running until noon in the Bayne 
Conference Center, Historic Christ Church & 
Museum, 420 Christ Church Road, Weems.

Continuing Education and Training is free 
and open to all volunteers, both new and return-
ing. Contact office manager Trish Geeson at 
tgeeson@christchurch1735.org, or call 438-
2441 to sign up.

NEWS BREAK

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon
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The Northern Neck Orchestra Presents

Music Director and Conductor Michael Repper

Brahms, Mahler, Schubert & Ravel
Brahms Tragic Overture

Mahler Songs of a Wayfarer
Soloist: Erin Wind, Mezzo Soprano

Schubert Unfinished Symphony

Ravel Bolero

Sunday March 19, 2017, 3:00 p. m. 
St. Clare Walker Middle School Theater
Locust Hill

Sunday March 26, 2017, 3:00 p.m.
Northumberland High School Theater
Heathsville

Tickets $25 
Online at: 
Northernneckorchestra.org or at the Door
Students Always Free With Online Reservation

Masters of the 
Romantic

460 S Main St • Kilmarnock, VA 22482 • www.CommonwealthSL.com

Thursday, March 16
10 a.m.

Please call to RSVP  
by March 14.

804-208-0299

Caring for a Loved One with Dementia?
Learn How to Handle Sundowning.  

Increased agitation. Greater confusion. If your loved one’s 
memory challenges tend to get worse in the late afternoon 
or evening, he or she may be experiencing “sundowning.”

Join us for a FREE presentation to learn about steps you 
can take to help reduce sundowning, for your loved one’s 
benefit as well as your own. From keeping to a schedule to 
making sure there’s lots of light in the home, we will help 
you understand sundowning and share a variety of tips to 
help you meet this unique challenge.

Spring has Sprung at

Cyndy’s Bynn
New Arrivals Daily

www.cyndysbynn.com

Store Hours:    Mon. - Sat  10a.m. – 5p.m.

Winter Sales!

WARSAW—A 32-year-old 
mother of two was found unre-
sponsive in her jail cell after 
suffering a stroke last March, 
and allegedly more than 11 
hours elapsed before she was 
transported and admitted to 
Riverside Tappahannock Hos-
pital. 

The next day, March 5, 2016, 
Jaimee Kirkwood Reese was 
declared brain-dead and later 
died after being transported 
to another hospital, Riverside 
Regional in Newport News. 

A $46 million wrongful 
death lawsuit, filed Wednesday, 
March 1, 2017, by Dorothy Ann 
Thompson, administrator of 
the estate of Reese, against five 
correctional officers and a nurse 
employee of the Northern Neck 
Regional Jail, claims her death 
was a result of the jail staff fail-
ing to administer medications 
for her heart condition. 

Reese was an opioid addict 
who was convicted in Westmo-
reland County Circuit Court of 
selling Schedule I/II drugs. She 
received an active sentence of 
12 months. 

“This is a tragic case that is 
becoming all too common in 
the Commonwealth with the 
worsening epidemic of opioid 
addiction,” said Richmond-
based attorney Mark Dix who is 
with the law firm Cantor Stone-
burner Ford Grana & Buckner. 
“Instead of helping individu-
als overcome addiction with 
counseling and treatment, we’re 
locking them up in regional 
jails and municipal lock-ups, 
many of which, like the North-
ern Neck Regional jail in Ms. 
Reese’s case, provide substan-
dard medical care.”

Reese had undergone heart 
surgery five months prior to 
incarceration and was required 

to take a number of heart medi-
cations daily to prevent stroke, 
heart attack and other health 
issues, according to the lawsuit. 
She entered the Northern Neck 
Regional Jail on February 19, 
2016, but allegedly was never 
given any of her medications. 

According to Dix, who is 
representing Reese’s estate, 
at approximately 6:55 a.m. 
March 4 correctional officers 
were notified that Reese was 
unresponsive in her bunk; they 
failed to take “a baseline set of 
vitals for an unresponsive, vom-
iting and incontinent patient for 
more than seven hours. It is just 
plain inexcusable.” 

The lawsuit alleges that 
Reese’s vital signs were not 
taken until 2:27 p.m., approxi-
mately seven-and-a-half hours 
after knowing about the medi-
cal problem. 

The report of her vital signs 
showed she could not hold her 
head up and was unable to stand 
on her own. 

Dix alleged that, despite the 
fact that two days after she was 
jailed Reese signed documents 
giving the jail access to her 
medical files, the facility failed 
to obtain the records and pre-
scription requirements until she 
had suffered the stroke. 

At 5:05 p.m., correctional 
officers drove Reese to the Riv-
erside Tappahannock Hospi-
tal, where she was admitted at 
6:18 p.m., according to hospital 
records included in the lawsuit. 

If Reese had been taken to 
the hospital within the “golden 
hour,” there would have been 
more of a chance of survival, 
said Dix. A treatment within the 
golden hour is more successful 
because patients are candidates 
for a drug known as tPA (tissue 
plasminogen activator) which 
must be given within the first 
few hours after stroke. 

HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland 
Family YMCA recently named Craig Bauer 
volunteer of the year. 

“Craig, or Coach Bauer as the kids call 
him, brought his expertise to the YMCA this 
past year to launch a youth swim team,” said 
branch executive Cristian Shirilla. 

This is particularly important due to the fact 
that the school system and the YMCA have 
been partnering for five years now to offer 

swimming lessons and water safety lessons to 
all second-grade students during the last two 
weeks of school each year, said Shirilla.

“Craig’s expertise helped us provide the 
next level of aquatic programming so that 
swimming can be more than just a life saving 
skill for children. It can become a hobby, he 
said.

In addition, the Northumberland County 
Public School System was recognized for 

its commitment to water safety educa-
tion. YMCA chief executive officer Danny 
Carroll presented the youth development 
award to Stephanie Baker, assistant principal 
for Northumberland Elementary School.

The award also was presented to Rich-
mond and Lancaster schools. Over the past 
five years more than 1,500 lessons have been 
provided through the partnership between the 
YMCA and area schools.

IRVINGTON—The town council will meet at 7:30 p.m. tonight, 
March 9, in the Town Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, Irvington.

Councilman Jerry Latell will present an update on auditing the 
town’s financial records. Other reports will address building mainte-
nance, sidewalk repairs and technology issues. 

A closed session will be called at the end of the meeting to discuss 
pending contracts with the Department of Transportation on town 
sidewalks. 

KILMARNOCK—The planning commission for Kilmarnock 
will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, March 13, at the Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

The commission will hold a public hearing on a proposal to allow 
short-term vacation rentals by conditional use permit in the R-1 resi-
dential district; and by right in the R-2 residential district, the C-2 lim-
ited commercial district, the C-1 general commercial district, and the 
Steptoe’s overlay district.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will meet at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 14, at the LCPS Annex, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

The board will hear from primary school principal Mike Daddario 
and take action on the proposed $16,319,157 school budget for the 
2017-18 fiscal year. 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of supervi-
sors will meet at 5 p.m. today, March 9, in the County Courts Build-
ing, 220 Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

Supervisors will hear reports from the Virginia Department of 
Transportation; superintendent of schools Dr. Holly Wargo; Robin-
son, Farmer, Cox Associates auditor Paul Lee; and Sandy Graham of 
the Department of Social Services.

Beginning at 7 p.m. supervisors will conduct public hearings on: 
-

tion to the Chesapeake Bay Act for a 16-foot by 24-foot deck. The 
property, at 154 Denver Road in the Bay Quarter Shore subdivision in 
Heathsville, is on Presley Creek. 

Precinct A, from the Northumberland County Public Library in 
Heathsville to Light of Christ Anglican Church, 9500 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville. 

CLARAVILLE—The Northumberland school board will 
meet at 6 p.m. Monday, March 13, at Northumberland High School, 
201 Academic Lane, Claraville.

Acting Northumberland Middle School principal Robert Bailey 
will give an update on school improvements. A teacher of the year 
from each school will be presented to the board and a presentation 
on dual enrollment with Rappahannock Community College will be 
given by Hunt Williams.

Superintendent Dr. Holly Wargo will report on discipline and atten-
dance reports, the spring sports schedule and VSBA policy updates. 

From left are YMCA membership director Maureen Dale, Craig Bauer, Cristian Shirilla, Stephanie Baker, second-grade teacher 
Cheryl Crowther, second-grade teacher Darlene Nonnemaker, YMCA program director Allison Cockrell and Danny Carroll.

YMCA recognizes volunteers of the year

Wrongful death lawsuit filed against six 
employees of Northern Neck Regional Jail

by Madison White Franks “In Ms. Reese’s case, the 
doctor determined it was too 
late,” said Dix. 

Northern Neck Regional 
Jail superintendent Ted Hull 
declined to comment on the 
lawsuit.

“As there is pending litiga-
tion, it would not be appropri-
ate for me to comment on any 
allegation against the jail or its 
employees,” said Hull. “I can 
say that the incident in question 
was thoroughly investigated and 
I think it is entirely appropriate 
to allow the courts the time nec-
essary to review the results of 
that investigation, deliberate on 
the facts as they present them-
selves and weigh them against 
any allegations made by inter-
ested parties. I would commend 
the wisdom of that position, in 
fairness and respect, to anyone 
interested in these issues,” said 
Hull. “Suffice to say, that while 
outcomes sometimes tragically 
do not match either intent or 
effort, I remain proud of the 
staff of the jail for their service 
and sacrifice.” 

Hull confirmed it was an 
internal investigation and was 

not conducted by Virginia State 
Police. 

At the time of the incident, 
the Northern Neck Regional 
Jail housed inmates from Nor-
thumberland, Richmond and 
Westmoreland counties and 
the town of Warsaw. In July of 
2016, Gloucester was added 
to the list of localities being 
served.

The Agenda
Local Government News
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St. Mary’s  |  Memorial Regional  |  Richmond Community  |  St. Francis  |  Watkins Centre 
Rappahannock General  |  Bon Secours Medical Group

bonsecours.com/richmond

You are a miracle.

Your heart. 

Your mind. 

Your soul. 

Each part, perfectly, 

UNIQUELY… 

you.

At Bon Secours, 

we know something 

about miracles. 

They can happen at 

the beginning or 

at the end. 

When your faith is strong. 

And even when your  

faith is tested. 

Miracles of science.  

Miracles of skill.  

And of compassion.  

Some are easy to explain. 

Some will never be.

But, where hearts 

and minds are open — 

and where mission and 

passion are united — 

miracles can happen. 

Miracles like 

you.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

With the arrival of spring, the annual 
transformation of the barnyard has 

begun. The simple, cold-weather atmosphere 
that has existed since early autumn now has 
been galvanized into a series of new relation-
ships, albeit some of them internecine, but of 
fascinating interest to those who choose to 
observe.

The lynchpin in all of this activity centers 
on Gladys, the gray goose, and her beloved 
spouse, Lou. Two weeks ago today, Gladys 
laid her first egg of the season. I could tell 
something was happening, as Lou had moved 
into his more protective mood, still being 
friendly, but politely letting me know that I 
should not approach Gladys while this effort 
was in process.

Basically, personality-wise Gladys is a 
cross between Hyacinth Bucket (pronounced 
Bouquet) and Mrs. Farmer Hoggett in the 
movie, “Babe.” She has all of Hyacinth’s 
pretentions and her ability to nag her spouse 
incessantly along with Mrs. Hoggett’s obliv-
ion to everything around her. Lou in his role 
is more like the old horse in “Babe,” alert to 
his surroundings, but normally taking the 
approach as annunciated to Babe by the old 

horse, “That’s the way things are.”
This year is different in that Gladys appears 

to have awakened to a maternal instinct that 
has eluded her for the past five seasons. She 
actually is laying the eggs in the same loca-
tion, putting in place the beginnings of a 
nest, although she is not setting on them as 
yet. They are beautiful productions, which 
cause me to question why the term “goose 
eggs” when applied to finance is considered 
derogatory.

She does not remain with the eggs, but 
continues to wander around the pen, annoy-
ing every fowl present. The chickens substan-
tially ignore her, to her great consternation. 
Consequently, she never misses an oppor-
tunity to push them aside when mealtime 
arrives, or when the water is being replen-
ished. 

For her part, my Good Wife has made clear 
that she will not be making her superb Goose 
Egg Frittata, one of the springtime delicacies 
that our family traditionally has awaited all 
winter, as she wants to see little goslings run-
ning around the pen. Clearly one cannot have 
both the splendid frittata, and the goslings, 
although I shall be disappointed if we have 
no hatchings and no frittata, but the situation 
is a gamble we are taking.

Last year my beloved Silky bantam hen 
went to the great fowl pen in the sky, and I 
miss her each day, particularly as she always 
was willing to set on others’ eggs. She was 
a model of foster care, happy to have any-
body’s egg under her. Her spouse, a fellow 
Silky, does not seem to miss her and has no 
difficulty in sharing his life with the full-size 
chickens. 

He is an exquisite animal, perhaps lacking 
the brainpower of the average Harvard fresh-
man, but by no means aggressive. When I 
am serving them their breakfast, he tends to 
stand idly by while the hens compete to get 
the last grain of corn. If I throw a few kernels 
over to him, he may pick one up, but as a rule 
he lets the hens have them as well. He and 
Lou get along very well inasmuch as he has 
no interest in Gladys, and Lou pays no atten-
tion to the chickens.

The animal for whom I have the most 
empathy is the dear old nanny goat. She 
will be nine this month and is happier than 
ever, increasingly affectionate and blissfully 
unaware that a nice suitor could be there with 
her. She never has left our property and does 
not know of the world at large. She thinks 
that all vegetative matter should come to her 
and not be shared with those fowl creatures. 
Indeed, she probably would prefer that I spell 
that word as “foul.” 

Our family eagerly awaits the onslaught of 
the goslings, which has the potential of being 
the signature event on the farm this year. I 
hope Gladys will not disappoint, and if she 
does, I shall miss the frittata even more.

For her part, my Good Wife 
has made clear that she will 
not be making her superb 
Goose Egg Frittata, one of 
the springtime delicacies that 
our family traditionally has 
awaited all winter, as she 
wants to see little goslings 
running around the pen.

Focal Point

The star-spangled banner yet waves o’er the Corrotoman River and above the 
Merry Point Ferry.

Photo by Brandon Frazier

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

 I do not understand. 
Complete information on 

Dominion’s proposed action(s) 
regarding crossing the Rappa-
hannock River is missing. It 
is filed with the State Corpo-
ration Commission (SCC) as 
Confidential. See case PUE-
2016-00021 under Documents 
at the SCC website.

Under what rules or condi-
tions is information provided 
by Dominion Power allowed to 
be kept from the public?

It cannot be that they are 
afraid of revealing costing 
information or strategy to a 
competitor; they are a monop-
oly and therefore don’t have 
competitors. Likewise, Vir-
ginia had not deregulated utili-
ties to allow citizens to choose. 
Further, strategic project advi-
sor, Dominion Technical Solu-
tions, Mr. Keck testifies there 
is no growth forecast for the 
Northern Neck, yet he keeps 
referring to a 230Kv solution 
as a replacement for the cur-
rent 115Kv line.

Again, under what condi-
tions, rules, or regulations (VA 
Code, SCC rules) is Dominion 
allowed to file a confidential 
version of a rebuttal or any 
other information? 

Why overbuild to 230Kv 
when not needed for any future 
Northern Neck scenario? 

It must be that the power has 
been planned to go somewhere 
else. If it is to feed growth in 
Stafford County, better to go up 
the southern side of the Rap-

More questions
surface regarding
bridge project

pahannock and cross where 
the river is much narrower. It 
would cost less.

If the matter is related to 
national security, as retired 
Marine Corps Gen. Sheehan 
suggested in his remarks at the 
July public meeting in Kilmar-
nock, then why wouldn’t it be 
prudent to have the replace-
ment for LN 65 out of sight, 
underground or in conduit 
under the bridge?

George R. Bott,
Lancaster

In regards to a letter last 
week referencing my atten-
dance at the newly formed 
“Indivisible” group, I want to 
affirm that my attendance was 
in no way, shape, or form an 
endorsement.

 I did acknowledge that the 
assertion that the Tea Party 
was an effective force was 
truthful and that the presenta-
tion of the political division 
was honest.

 Beyond that, the strategy 
to demonize Trump as a “war 
monger” seemed bizarre and 
hypocritical since Obama 
presided over his entire eight 
years in wars that the main 
stream media barely men-
tioned.

 I fervently disagree with 
Indivisible’s plan to fearmon-
ger/brainwash kids to “manip-
ulate” them into the Demo-
cratic Party through environ-
mental propaganda steering 
them to become “Planet Pro-
tectors.”

 I disagree with plotting to 

Attendance not
an endorsement

influence minority “Black & 
Hispanic Churches” to foment 
more division with majority 
America.

 I disagree with targeting 
Trump businesses and harass-
ing them on a daily basis.

 I couldn’t help but wonder 
what one attendee meant when 
she stated, “We control elec-
tions in the First and Fifth 
Districts.”

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

The citizens of Lancaster 
County allowed me to serve 
as the Commissioner of the 
Revenue for 21 years. I have 
been honored and humbled 
to have had this privilege. 

The Honorable R. Michael 
McKenny has appointed 
Marlon Savoy to be the new 
Commissioner of the Rev-
enue. She will serve the 
people of Lancaster with 
honor and distinction. 

Marlon has 39 years of 
experience in the office. 
No one knows the work-
ing of this office as much 
as Marlon. She has worked 
in all areas of the office 
in a supervisory position. 
She has served as the Chief 
Deputy for nine years. 

Marlon's loyalty, honesty, 
integrity and dedication to 
serving the people of Lan-
caster is well known to all 
who have need to call or visit 
the office of the Commis-
sioner of the Revenue.

George Thomas,
Kilmarnock

Endorsement of 
new commissioner

YOUR LETTERS

As “the fog comes on little 
cat feet…over city and harbor” 
(Carl Sandburg) … so too do 
the forbearers of authoritarian 
rule.

In the beginning it is innocu-
ous remarks like, “If you sub-
tract the votes of overly-popu-
lated cities on the coasts, you 
find that the less-populated 
interior is the majority.” 

And that majority, usually 
less well-informed, may open 
the gates to future anti-demo-
cratic rhetoric and to full dicta-
torial behavior.

George W. Frayne,
Reedville

Beware of
the rhetoric

For those who watched Presi-
dent Trump's address to Con-
gress, it became immediately 
evident that partisan politics 
would continue to be on-going. 
Not once, after any comment 
from the president did members 
of the Democratic party rise and 
applaud. This was nothing but 
an insult to the president and the 
American people.

Under our current system, 
partisan politics will always be 
around in one form or another. 
We, the people, need to force 
the initiation of legislation 
that will eliminate this kind 
of selfishness. The president 
has said in every way possible 
that the Congress needs to 
band together, yet the people 
most involved in running our 
country continue to play poli-
tics. This latest episode directly 
involves the Democratic party, 
but the reverse has happened 
before when the Republi-
can party refused to cooper-
ate. Both parties are guilty of 
this kind of partisan politics. 
It's time for our politicians to 
realize that if they won't come 
together and work for the good 
of our country then we as citi-
zens don't need them.

Is there a reason why the pres-
ident, vice president, state gov-
ernors and other elected leaders 
are limited to how long they can 
stay in office? Of course there 
is.  It's to help eliminate partisan 
politics.

A direct solution to this is 
term limits. Our country needs 
term limits on congressional 
representatives and senators 
both on the federal level and the 
state level.

Let's hope our president ini-
tiates a constitutional amend-
ment that will correct this 
issue.

Bob Norman,
Lancaster

Term limits
would eliminate
partisan politics

All citizens of the First Con-
gressional District are invited 
to a town hall meeting with our 
Congressional Representative, 
Rob Wittman.

Town hall meeting
set, with or without
Rep. Rob Wittman

The meeting will be held 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. April 18 
at Patriot High School, 10504 
Kettle Run Road, Nokesville, 
VA 20181.

Mr. Wittman has been 
invited but, as of March 5, he 
has not responded.

This town hall meeting will 
happen whether Mr. Wittman 
attends or not.

Mr. Wittman needs to answer 
to his constituents about sev-
eral matters:

the First District stand to lose 
medical insurance if Wittman's 
plan to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act becomes law.

are threatening to abolish or 
dramatically cut Social Secu-
rity and Medicare benefits that 
we have worked for all our 
lives.

Betsy DeVos proposes to chan-
nel federal funds that now go to 
our public schools into private 
schools, leaving our public 
schools searching for money.

Come to the town hall and 
make your voice heard.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

The U.S. Supreme Court has 
instructed the lower court to 
reexamine whether the Virginia 
General Assembly unconstitu-
tionally stuffed African-Amer-
ican voters into certain districts 
to improve Republican odds in 
adjacent districts. Designing 
districts to protect incumbents 
and create partisan advantage 
suppresses the vote regardless 
of skin color.

As an independent voter, I 
frequently feel as though my 
vote doesn’t count. It is high 

Gerrymandering
is more than skin
deep in Virginia

time to do away with the win-
ner-take-all partisan activity 
of redrawing voting districts. 
The task should be assigned 
to a nonpartisan commission 
charged with drawing districts 
based upon compactness and 
being contiguous. They should 
ignore demographics, voting 
history and the party of the 
current incumbent. The vote is 
supposed to be a competition. 
If I am going to the polls to 
vote, I’d like to have a choice. 
Otherwise, voting is a waste of 
time.

Candidates for state delegate 
and senator are frequently 
unopposed or have only token 
opposition. It makes voting 
a hollow exercise. Of course, 
suppressing the vote is one of 
the goals of gerrymandering. 
Gerrymandering is used by 
both parties to cluster voters 
and distort districts for parti-
san advantage. But when dis-
tricts are designed to let the 
politicians select their voters 
and voters are left with unop-
posed candidates or token can-
didates, the whole concept of 
representative government is 
compromised.

As the Congressional Dis-
tricts are currently drawn in 
Virginia, with several stretch-
ing from Northern Virginia 
to near the North Carolina 
border, the incumbents have a 
huge advantage. The incum-
bents have name recognition 
and can campaign as part of 
their jobs. The sprawling dis-
tricts make it difficult for chal-
lengers to make themselves 
known to the voters. Compact 
districts would help level the 
playing field. If we can get 
the partisanship out of redis-
tricting, maybe we could see 
competition for our votes. We 
could at least feel like our 
votes counted.

R.D. Wilson,
Reedville

Winter or spring
Backyard fruitless cherry trees in the White Stone area were 
in full bloom in February. By last week, the blooms started 
to fall as March winds and a cold snap set in. The weekend 
weather forecast calls for snow, arriving early Sunday morning 
with Daylight Saving time. Although the region has already 
experienced several sunny days in the 70s, spring officially 
arrives March 20. Photo by Audrey Thomasson
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

20th Annual REAGAN DAY DINNER

Sunday, March 19, 2017
Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club

Kilmarnock, Va 22482

Keynote Speaker: Frank Donatelli
(Chairman of the Board - Reagan Ranch)

Guest Speakers: Congressman Rob Wittman, 
Delegate Margaret Ransone & Statewide Primary Candidates

Silent Auction

Cocktails (cash bar) at 5:30 p.m.; 
Buffet Dinner at 7 p.m.; Business Attire

The price is $60 per person 

For reservations call 804.436.5749

Paid for and authorized by the 
Lancaster County Republican Committee

Join us in a discussion about preparing your home for sale,  
how to select a realtor and the current state of the housing market.

Presented by 
Emily Carter, Jim & Pat Carter Real Estate, Inc. 

David Dew, Isabel K. Horsley Real Estate 
Sandra Hargett, Coldwell Banker Chesapeake Bay Properties 

Travis Powell, Select Properties of Virginia 
Henry Lane Hull, Commonwealth Antiques and Appraisals, Inc.

Tuesday, March 21, 2017  RWC Auditorium, 2:00 pm
Our Solution Seminar Series is sponsored by Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury for our residents  

and the greater community. All presentations are followed by complimentary refreshments.
RSVP by March 14th, 2017  Reservations are required due to space limitations 

Call (804) 438-4175 or email: info@rw-c.org

Solution Seminar Series 2017
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury’s 

“REALTOR ROUNDTABLE”

Do you remember?
This 1936 flyer for the Fairfax Theatre in Kilmarnock shows the coming movies and Hollywood 
gossip. Note the latest in limos to arrive in Hollywood, said Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the museum.

(Reprints from the March 10, 
1927, issue of the Rappahannock 
Record)
Ottoman

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Ives 
motored to Norfolk on Thursday 
last for a few days’ visit with rela-
tives and friends.

Mrs. J. A. Blakemore spent a 
few days in Portsmouth recently 
the guest of Mr. and Mrs. German 
White.

Mrs. Charles Palmer of Wic-
omico was a week-end guest of 
her sister, Mrs. V. E. Chowning.

Miss Louise Steuart and Miss 
Gladys Davis motored to Rich-
mond last week-end. The former 
visited Miss Katherine Chilton at 
Westhampton College, where she 
is a senior, and Miss Davis visited 
relatives.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
McGinnes were recently pre-
sented with a very fine young 
son-Franklin Pierce McGinnes, 
II.

Mr. Carter Chase gave a very 
instructive talk on the culture and 
methods of grading for shipment 
of tomatoes and asparagus. Quite 
a number of farmers were pres-
ent. The meeting was held at the 
high school building.

With the help of the Patrons 
League and the district fund, our 
school will be kept open two and 
a half months longer, permitting 
the scholars to get credit for this 
sessions work.

The Patrons League is giving 
an oyster supper at the school 
on Friday night, after which the 
movie, “Abraham Lincoln,” will 
be shown at Dunaway's theatre; 
proceeds for the League. Come 
one and all and enjoy the supper, 
the very interesting and instruc-
tive picture and incidentally help 
the school.

We sympathize with little 
Thomas Downing McCarty, who 
had his right hand almost severed 
by an axe on Sunday last. An 
older brother was cutting wood 
and he accidentally put his hand 
in the way.
Millenbeck

The first of March has come in 
bright, calm and pretty. Hope it 
will continue so.

Mrs. George Emlaw Lewis 
was called on Wednesday to be 
at the bedside of her mother, Mrs. 

YESTERYEAR
R. S. Schools, who is sick.

Mr. and Mrs. John East and 
Mrs. Lawrence East and son were 
the guests of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. 
East on Sunday last.

Mr. George Habron of Ber-
trand has been quite ill for some 
time.

Little Bill East was on the sick 
list last week, but we are glad to 
see the little fellow is in his usual 
good health again this week.

Oyster business seems to be 
about over, caused by the warm 
weather. Most of the shuckers 
are moving from the shacks up to 
their homes in the land.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
McGinnes are wearing smiles 
over the arrival of a fine son.
Wicomico Church

The Downing Bridge has cre-
ated an excitement in this neigh-
borhood and it is reported that 
there is a movement on hand to 
build a draw bridge, from Mills 
over to the old Hinton-Tolson 
factory or to Mr. Thomas Cock-
rell’s. Col. E. P. Tignor is said to 
be at the head of this movement 
and the writer wishes the colored 
success in his undertaking.

Mr. Reuben Beane is leveling 
the lot bought from Mr. E. T. Wat-

kins, to erect a large up-to-date 
garage thereon. He expects to 
build one about 10x70 feet with 
a cement floor.

Rev. H. H. Gilson filled his 
appointment here Sunday morn-
ing at the Baptist church; he also 
dined with Mr. and Mrs. Shirley 
Kent.

After a lingering illness Mrs. 
Ketnor (aged about 80) of Mila, 
died at the home where she had 
resided for many years. She 
leaves six children, good many 
grandchildren and several great-
grandchildren.

Mrs. Florence Carlson is quite 
sick at this time. We hope for her 
a speedy recovery.

Mr. Tyler Carlson and family 
of Rehoboth spent Sunday with 
Mrs. Carlson’s sister, Mrs. Flor-
ence Carlson of Wicomico.

Revival meeting is in progress 
at Mila M. E. Church this week. 
The pastor is in charge of the ser-
vices.

A good many of our trappers 
lost their trap stakes in the recent 
storm.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Rep. Rob Wittman and Del. 
Margaret Ransone will speak 
March 19 at the 20th annual 
Reagan Day Dinner at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club 
near Kilmarnock. 

The dinner is sponsored by 
the Lancaster County Republi-
can Committee and honors the 
legacy of the 40th U.S. Presi-
dent, Ronald Reagan. The event 
will begin with a social hour at 
5:30 p.m. A buffet dinner will 
be served at 7 p.m. 

Wittman will coordinate the 
program as the master of cere-
monies. Ransone will join other 
legislators from throughout the 
Commonwealth who will attend 
the dinner. 

The featured speaker will be 
Frank J. Donatelli, a longtime 
conservative activist who serves 
as chairman of the Reagan 
Ranch board of governors.

“The Committee is proud to 
have Congressman Wittman 
and Delegate Ransone headline 
our 20th annual dinner,” said 
chairman Susan Clingan.

She also announced three 
candidates running in the June 
statewide Republican primary 
will attend, including Sen. 
Bryce Reeves, a candidate for 
lieutenant governor, Del. Glenn 
Davis, a candidate for lieuten-
ant governor and Chuck Smith, 
a candidate for attorney general. 

Pete Snyder, campaign chair-
man for Republican gubernato-
rial candidate Ed Gillespie, will 
speak on behalf of Gillespie. 
There also will be a surrogate 
speaker for attorney general 
candidate John Adams. John 
Whitbeck, chairman of the 
Republican Party of Virginia, is 
also an honored guest.

The dinner fee is $60 per 
person. For reservations, send 
a check to cover the number of 
guests, payable to the Lancaster 
County Republican Committee 
to Lancaster County Republi-
can Committee, P.O. Box 1215, 
Kilmarnock, VA. 22482.

Rep. Rob Wittman

Del. Margaret Ransone

Rep.Wittman,
Del. Ransone
will speak at 
20th Reagan
Day Dinner

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701
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When Michael Nickerson, D.D.S. needed a double 
hip replacement, all the stars aligned. And Riverside 

orthopedic surgeon Tyler Wind, M.D., helped him get back to his 

dental practice with an improved quality of life and no pain. Find 

out about the right surgeon-right technique-right time combination 

that made him glad he got the procedure when he did. 

Read Dr. Nickerson’s story at 
riversideonline.com/jointstories.
Read
riverriver

If you’re living with joint pain 

call Northern Neck Bone & 
Joint Center at 804-443-8670 
today for a consultation.

My hips 
needed 

replacing and  
I couldn’t  

have picked a 
better time.

 Tyler Wind, M.D.

Chasing History Across Middlesex

HUNTScavenger 
March 18 | 10am–4pm | FREE

MIDDLESEX COUNTY MUSEUM  |  URBANNA MUSEUM  |  DELTAVILLE MARITIME MUSEUM

 www.museumsofmiddlesex.com

Scan QR Codes, Snap Photos, Answer Trivia 
Cash prizes and gift for all participants!

Contact Michelle Brown for more information and to sign up: 
m.brown@co.middlesex.va.us or (804) 654-1363

The fun way to  
explore history!

The Award Winning  
Home, Garden & Real Estate  

Supplement to the  
Rappahannock Record  
and Southside Sentinel

Ad Deadline: March 20
Publishes: March 30

Call Sara, Marilyn or Jessica at the 

Rappahannock Record 

435-1701 or email mail@rapprecord.com

wind   ws

on the Bay 2017

RICHMOND—During the 
recent 46-day session, the Vir-
ginia General Assembly passed 
880 bills and myriad resolu-
tions ranging from constitutional 
amendments to the designation 
of Taekwondo Day. Many more 
pieces of legislation were tossed 
out before lawmakers adjourned 
February 25.

Here are some key issues and 
laws that legislators addressed in 
2017.

Bills that passed and are likely 
to become law include:

Bill 1578 would require most 
people renting out their homes 
on short-term rental sites, like 
Airbnb, to pay a registration fee 
in an attempt to regulate these 
rentals. Failure to do so would 
result in a fine.

1842 will allow the state’s ABC 
stores to sell 151-proof grain 
alcohol, increasing the proof 
from 101. Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
signed the bill into law last week. 
Like most legislation, it will take 
effect July 1.

2267 would allow doctors to pre-
scribe women 12 months’ worth 
of contraceptives.

for possession of marijuana. 
House Bill 2051, Senate Bill 
784 and Senate Bill 1091 would 
revoke the current law requir-
ing a six-month suspension of 
a driver’s license when a person 
is convicted of marijuana pos-
session. While adults would no 
longer face that punishment, 
juveniles will still be subject to 
license suspension.

-
tion. HB 2119 would limit the 
practice of laser hair removal 
to someone under the supervi-
sion of a doctor or trained health 
professional. Virginia and New 
York are currently the only two 
states that allow non-licensed 
professionals to perform laser 
hair removal.

-
ated to fight against opioid 
abuse and fatal overdoses were 
passed. House Bill 2165 will 
mandate all opioid prescrip-
tions be electronically submit-
ted to pharmacies, while two 
other bills call for community 
organization training to treat 
opioid overdoses.

 Bills that failed include:

1802 and House Bill 1877 would 
have created laws involving how 
long and when an animal could 
be tethered outside. HB 1802 
would have made tethering a 
criminal offense.

and Senate Bill 837 would have 
allocated Virginia’s electoral 
votes in presidential races by 
congressional district.

Joint Resolution 223 would have 
required convicted felons to 
pay restitution before they were 
allowed to vote again. The res-
titutions would have included 
the fines and charges associated 
with their charges.

1900 would require hunters to 
pay a fine if their dog trespasses 
on private property.

allowing the use of marijuana in 
Virginia failed. House Bill 1906, 
Senate Bill 908 and Senate Bill 
1269 called for the decriminal-
ization of simple possession, 
while House Bill 1637, House 

KILMARNOCK—A fare-
well luncheon for the Corro-
toman Seniors Club was held 
January 31 at Lee’s Restaurant 
in Kilmarnock.

“The original club started 
in 1975,” reported president 
Fannie Clingan. “However, 
after many years, the member-
ship has gotten down to a few 

members so we voted to dis-
band.”

Some will join the Joy Club 
at Kilmarnock Baptist Church, 
she said.

From left are Donna Hazzard, Agnes Holloway, Pat Linville, Lorraine Dixon, Shirley Barrack, 
Fannie Clingan, Ginny Parks and Nancy Hundley. Thomas Stevens also was a member.

Corrotoman Seniors Club disbands

Legislative highlights:
What passed and what didn’t

by Haley Winn,
Capital News Service

Bill 2135, Senate Bill 841, 
Senate Bill 1298 and Senate Bill 
1452 involved the legalization of 
medical marijuana.

Five bills were killed early on 
in the session that would have 
increased the minimum wage in 
Virginia.

calling for redistricting in an 
attempt to end gerrymandering 
were killed.

Bill 1983 would have ended 
a rule nicknamed the “Kings 
Dominion Law,” which requires 
schools to start classes after 
Labor Day unless they get 
a waiver from the Virginia 
Department of Education. 
Senate Bill 1111 attempted to 
expand the reasons districts 
could apply for the waiver.

Bill 1534 and Senate Bill 995 
would have limited schools’ 
use of long-term suspensions 
to punish students. House Bill 
1536 would have prohibited stu-
dents in preschool through grade 
three from being suspended for 
more than five school days or 
being expelled except for seri-
ous crimes.

 Bills that passed but have 
been (or may be) vetoed include:

Bill 2000 would prohibit local 
governments from designat-
ing themselves as “sanctuaries” 
for illegal immigrants. The bill 
says localities cannot adopt ordi-
nances that would restrict the 
enforcement of federal immigra-
tion laws.

and Senate Bill 1470 would 
have reinstated the Virginia 
coal employment and produc-
tion incentive tax credit. It was 
vetoed for the third year in a row.

-

als. The governor plans to veto 
House Bill 2191 that would 
require parental notification 
before explicit material was 
shown in classrooms.

vetoed House Bill 1582, which 
sought to allow active duty or 
discharged military service 
members between the ages of 18 
and 20 to apply for a handgun 
permit.

-
ing. The governor vetoed House 
Bill 2264, which called for 
defunding Planned Parenthood. 
The House tried to override the 
veto but failed because an over-
ride requires a two-thirds major-
ity.

-
zation of marriage bill. House 
Bill 2025 and Senate Bill 
1324 would protect religious 
organizations and ministers 
who refuse to marry same-sex 
couples, stating that no person 
should be required to partici-
pate in the solemnization of any 
marriage.

already vetoed by Gov. McAu-
liffe, would have allowed home-
schooled students to play sports 
at their local public high school.

 Bills that passed but the 
governor may want to amend 
include:

-
dits.” House Bill 1725 would 
impose a fine on drivers going 
too slowly in the left lane. The 
bill suggested a $250 fine; Gov. 
McAuliffe suggested making it 
$100.

1500 revised the state budget 
for 2016-18. It closes a budget 
shortfall, increases funding for 
education and gives pay raises 
to state employees, teachers and 
law enforcement officers. Gov. 
McAuliffe praised legislators 
for doing that but said, “I remain 
concerned that the state budget 
includes no additional funding 
to provide local and regional 
jails with the tools and training 
to perform mental health screen-
ings and assessments.”

The legislature will recon-
vene April 5 to consider vetoes, 
amendments and recommenda-
tions of the governor. 


