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Groundbreaking ceremony set at new firehouse
Earth moving and preliminary work has already begun at the site of the new White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department’s firehouse on Chesapeake Drive in White Stone. Construction began in late January and a 
ceremonial groundbreaking will be held at 8:45 a.m. Wednesday, April 5. Several state and local dignitaries will be 
present for the official ribbon cutting, including Tara Delaney with the United States Department of Agriculture, 
the lending agency, said building committee member CD Hathaway. Also participating in the ceremony will be 
White Stone Mayor Randy Reeves, District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows, the building’s architect, Randall Kipp of 
Irvington, and contractors from Norman Company Inc. of Mechanicsville. Rendering by Randall Kipp Architecture 

Terry Pinkard, who performs as TSoul, returned to 
his hometown of Burgess from Los Angeles Sunday 

and made a surprise stop at his alma mater, perform-
ing, greeting, signing autographs and taking selfies with 
students at all three Northumberland County schools 
Monday afternoon. 

“I had to come home, to my real home,” said TSoul of 
Richmond. 

TSoul is in the national spotlight as he advances on 
NBC’s “The Voice.” After being chosen for Team Blake 
[Shelton] during the blind auditions, he advanced again 
following Monday night’s battle round. After TSoul went 
head-to-head with teammate Josh Hoyer with the duet 
“In the Midnight Hour,” Shelton chose him as the winner 
of the battle. 

TSoul urged the standing-room-only crowd at a 
combined NHS/NMS assembly to watch that evening’s 
episode of “The Voice.” He never let on whether he 
advanced or not. But he did smile.

TSoul earlier in the day made a surprise visit to the 
elementary school, where he delivered some motivational 
words, sang and signed autographs. He then surprised 
students and faculty of the middle and high schools. His 
visit was a well-kept secret. Even the teachers didn’t 
know why the students had been called to the auditorium 
for an assembly. 

After telling the crowd he had a surprise guest for 
them, NHS principal Dr. Travis Burns stepped aside as 
TSoul’s soulful voice began to croon his blind audition 
version of “Take Me to the River” and the students and 
adults immediately knew who was behind the curtain. 
Cheers went up and cell phones came out as everyone 

started to film the local celebrity.
TSoul is a 2005 graduate of NHS who grew up in 

Burgess. He started singing in the choir at Shiloh Baptist 
Church and turned his musical passion into a career after 
attending Virginia State University. He has performed all 
over the world but said making the cut on “The Voice” is 
the big break he’s been hoping for. 

“To get anywhere, you have to have faith...and consis-

TSoul sings a soulful duet of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” with Northumberland Middle School seventh 
grader Channing Reynolds. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

TSoul surprises hometown fans

LOTTSBURG—In a joint meet-
ing with supervisors, Northumber-
land school board members on March 
23 passed an adjusted budget of 
$17,710,203 for the fiscal year start-
ing July 1.

The adjusted figure reflects a deci-
sion to drop the purchase of a new 
school bus in order to fill the assistant 
superintendent position for the entire 
school year.

“The figure represents an increase 
of $914,682 or 5.44% over the cur-
rent budget and relies on an addi-
tional $617,288 in support from 

the county,” said superintendent Dr. 
Holly Wargo. 

School board chairman Betty 
Christopher’s motion to adopt the 
budget passed on a 4-0 vote. District 2 
member Dean Sumner did not attend 
the meeting.

Supervisor vice chairman Rich-
ard Haynie and District 5 supervisor 
Tommy Tomlin both complimented 
Wargo and interim finance director 
Donna Booth on the accuracy and 
clarity of the budget.

The budget now goes to the board 
of supervisors for consideration. No 
date has yet been set for a public hear-
ing. 

LANCASTER—Potential can-
didates are stepping forward for 
supervisor and school board posi-
tions in two districts in Lancaster 
County while activity in Nor-
thumberland remains quiet for the 
November 7 general election ballot.

The deadline for filing is 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 13.

According to Lancaster voter reg-
istrar Susan Jett, several individuals 
have picked up paperwork for the 
positions of supervisor or school 
board in District 1 and District 5.

 “We could potentially have three 
or four candidates for a position,” 
Jett said. 

District 1 incumbents are super-
visor F.W. “Butch” Jenkins Jr. 
and school board member Robert 
Smart. District 5 incumbents are 
supervisor B. Wally Beauchamp 
and school board member Robert 
Westbrook.

As yet, there has been little activ-
ity in Northumberland County by 
individuals interested in the super-
visor and school board seats up for 
grabs in District 2 and District 3, 
according to voter registrar Kathy 
Davenport.

“We’ve just had a couple of 
people call in,” Davenport reported.

District 2 incumbents are super-
visor Richard F. Haynie and school 
board member Dean Sumner. Dis-
trict 3 incumbents are supervisor 
James M. Long and school board 
member Gerald Howard.

According to the State Board of 
Elections, individuals interested in 
running for supervisor may either 
run as an independent or party can-
didate. School board candidates can 
only run as independents. 

Independent candidates will need 
to file a declaration of candidacy, 
certificate of candidate qualifica-
tion and gather petitions signed by 
125 registered voters in that district.

Supervisor candidates nominated 
by a political party are not required 
to submit a declaration or gather 
petitions. The appropriate party 
chairman must file a party nomi-
nee certification by the deadline to 
nominate the candidate. 

Before the general election in 
November, the Republican and 
Democrats will hold primaries June 
13 as the method to choose party 
candidates for governor, lieuten-
ant governor, attorney general and 
house of delegates. Filing for the 
June primary closes today, March 
30. According to Virginia law, there 
will be no primary in races where 
less than two candidates declare.

TSoul signed autographs after performing for 
Northumberland Elementary School students 
Monday afternoon. Photo by Rachel Hall 

Local election year
piques interest in two
Lancaster district seats

by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland school
board seeks additional
$617,288 from county

by Audrey Thomasson

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

TSOUL SURPRISES FANS, continued on page A2
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tency,” he told the students. “If 
you have a passion, follow it, 
work at it everyday and don’t 
give up.” 

TSoul came off the stage 
and went into the audience 
looking for a would-be singer, 
where he found LMS seventh-
grader Channing Reynolds. 
She joined TSoul in a duet of 
“Mary Had a Little Lamb.” 
He was so impressed by her 
vocals, he said she’d earned a 
TSoul tee-shirt. 

TSoul also thanked about 
a dozen family members, 
including parents Terry and 
Karen Pinkard, for their con-
tinued support. 

His battle round win moves 
him a step closer to the live 
shows, which his dad said 
they’d all make a return trip to 
California to attend. TSoul’s 
father and several other family 
members attended the blind 
auditions and appeared on 
television. 

TSoul arrived in Nor-
thumberland last weekend 
but planned to only stay a 
few days before returning to 
California. “The Voice” shows 
airing now were pre-taped, he 
said. The show, which searches 
for the best-of-the-best vocal-
ists around the country, will 
conclude Season 12 in May.

From left, Indian of the Year Trinity Bea and 
Northumberland High principal Dr. Travis Burns 
presented TSoul a gift during his recent visit to the 
school. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Town of Kilmarnock will honor 
veterans, past and present, 
again this year with Hometown 
Heroes banners in the Steptoe’s 
District designed especially for 
the town.

“Whether from Kilmarnock 
or your hometown, your hero 
can be honored on Main Street,” 
said deputy town manager Susan 
Cockrell. “Join the over 100 fam-
ilies who have purchased banners 
of their family member.”

The  banners will be flown 
from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. At $100, each is customized 
with the veteran’s photograph, 
name and service branch and 
printed in full color.

Each is 18 inches wide by 36 

inches long and will hang from 
the lamp posts in the Steptoe’s 
District, like the spring tulip 
banners currently installed, said 
Cockrell.

To order:

com/purchase-veterans-banners, 
or at the Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. Complete 
and submit the form by Saturday, 
April 1.

-
tronic form to susancockrell@
kilmarnockva.com with “Veteran 
Banner” in the subject line. For 
those who need to get the photo 
digitized, here are some sources 
for help: The Highlander Studios, 
436-9999; Yours Truly Photogra-
phy, 436-0200; and Walgreen’s, 
435-8890. Use the highest reso-
lution available. The town does 
not enhance the photograph.

payable to: Town of Kilmarnock, 
by April 1.

For inquiries, visit kilmar-
nockva.com, or call 435-1552, 
ext. 25.

HEATHSVILLE—In Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court on March 28, Heather 
Lynn Sebra of Farnham received 
a 12-month sentence with 11 
months suspended after being 
convicted of assault and battery 
following an incident involving a 
student at Northumberland High 
School. 

Sebra was arrested on assault 
charges in August after an alter-
cation occurred August 20 
among two NHS students and 
Sebra. A video of the incident 
was recorded by other students 
and posted to social media.

In court, Sebra pled no contest 
to the charges.

Judge R. Michael McKenney 
pointed out that Sebra was not 
being charged with a hate crime, 
after carefully reading submis-
sions to the court explaining that 
Sebra was not a racist due to the 
victim being the opposing race to 
Sebra. 

“There were some social 
media posts that made it seem 
that she was [racist],” said Sebra’s 
attorney John Luxton. 

“I am very sorry that this hap-
pened and I take full responsibil-

ity for my actions. I feel awful,” 
said Sebra during her testimony. 

Sebra said she wanted to apol-
ogize to the opposing family but 
was told not to, but she did write 
a letter apologizing.

Luxton asked Sebra why 
she was at the school and she 
responded that it was to give foot-
ball pants to her son and turn in 
a contract for her husband to the 
athletic director. 

She further explained that she 
went through the cafeteria where 
the football players were and real-
ized there was no adult supervi-
sion. She made the athletic direc-
tor and coaches aware that there 
was no supervision and she said 
they shrugged it off. 

When she returned to the caf-
eteria, a juvenile was calling 
her son a name that she did not 
approve of after her son told the 
team to get ready to go to the 
practice field. 

She mentioned her volunteer 
experience and said this was not 
her intention at all, her “mom 
mode” kicked in and she was 
shocked at what was happening 
so she defended her son.

“Sebra is mortified by the 
whole incident,” said Luxton. 

Commonwealth attorney Jane 

Mother to serve weekends in
jail for striking another’s son

by Madison White Franks

Hometown Heroes
flags will fly again
Order new
banners 
by April 1

Wrightson said Sebra’s case is 
not a racial issue, it is a “simple 
assault to the Commonwealth,” 
and questioned her purpose to 
intervene in the situation. 

“There were no adults and no 
supervision. I wanted to correct 
my son and I didn’t realize I hit 
him,” said Sebra. “I had tunnel 
vision and the first thing was I 
needed to get these kids apart. I 
am so sorry for striking someone 
else’s child. It was not my inten-
tion and it hurts to think someone 
thinks it was intentional.”

“In front of other students, she 
assaulted this young man. The 
Commonwealth asks that she be 
found guilty,” said Wrightson. 

“This is not a racial issue. This 
is a mother striking someone that 
is not her own. When her son was 
out of the fight, she picked up the 
fight. She’s not racist, she was an 
irate mother,” said McKenney. 

McKenney said that he does 
not condone the actions of the 
two juveniles but as a 40-year old 
woman, there is more expected of 
Sebra. 

McKenney sentenced Sebra 
to serve one month in jail to be 
served on the weekends begin-
ning Friday, March 31. 

He also ordered her to be a part 
of community-based probation 
and partake in an anger manage-
ment course.

TSoul surprises fans
continued from page A1

LANCASTER—Reti red 
Commissioner of the Revenue 
George E. “Sonny” Thomas Jr. 
and retired Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office master deputy 
and first sergeant Bella M. 
Edwards will be recognized 
at the board of supervisors 
meeting tonight, March 30.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. in the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Supervisors also will con-
sider an application to rezone 
8.761 acres at 155 Fleets Bay 
Road, Kilmarnock, from resi-
dential to general agriculture, 
A-2. Carolyn Quinn of Dug-in 
Farms LLC plans to raise hogs 
on the property. A hearing was 
held on the application at the 
February meeting and a deci-
sion was tabled by supervi-
sors.

Supervisors also will con-
duct a public hearing on 
amendments to the zoning ordi-
nance regarding the commer-
cial (C-1), commercial limited 
(C-2) and industrial limited 
(M-1) districts. The proposed 
changes include additions and 
deletions, modifications to per-
mitted uses, height regulations 
and setbacks. 

The complete text of pro-
posed changes can be found 
at lancova.com, or from the 
county’s planning and land use 
office.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will convene at 4 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 6, at the LCPS 
Annex, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. The board will 
discuss the reconstitution of 
schools. 

The school facilities com-
mittee will report its findings 
and recommendations regard-
ing the future of Lancaster 
schools. 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster school board and 
board of supervisors will 
hold a joint work session on a 
proposed $16.3 million 2017-
18 school budget at 4:30 p.m. 
today, March 30, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. 

CLARAVILLE——Due to 
spring break, the Northum-
berland school board’s 
April meeting will be held a 
week early on Monday, April 
3. The meeting will begin with 
a closed session at 5 p.m., fol-
lowed by the open meeting at 
6 p.m. in the high school audi-
torium, 201 Academic Lane, 
Claraville.

There will be an update on 
academics at the elementary 
school and presentation of sev-
enth-grade poster winners by 
acting middle school principal 
Robert Bailey. Superintendent 
Dr. Holly Wargo will report on 

The Agenda
Local Government News
regulations for travel expenses, 
summer school schedule and 
discipline and attendance 
reports.

 RCCF grant
    applications due

River Counties Community 
Foundation grant applications 
must be submitted online by 
4:30 p.m. Monday, April 3. The 
competitive grants program 
provides funds to organizations 
and agencies to implement or 
continue initiatives that have 
direct community impact and 
improve the quality of life for 
local residents.

All guidelines and instruc-
tions for applying can be 
found at RiverCountiesCF.org 
under the “Grantseekers” tab, 
or contact Leslie Franklin at 
436-1600 or lfranklin@tcfrich-
mond.org. 

NEWS 
BREAK
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Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
misdemeanor charges against 
seven individuals.

A Leetown Road man, 24, 
was charged March 21 with 
violation of a protective order.

A Fishermens Bend Road 
man, 26, was charged March 
22 with revocation of a sus-
pended sentence and proba-
tion.

A Wicomico Church man, 
26, was charged March 22 with 
contempt of court. 

A Wilson Lane man, 43, was 
charged March 24 with using 
profane/threatening language 
over the public airway.

A Devils Bottom Road man, 
29, was charged March 24 with 
contempt of court. 

A Richmond woman, 56, 
was charged March 25 with 
disorderly conduct.

A Mary Ball Road man, 65, 
was charged March 26 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member. 
Activity report

March 20: Staff responded 
to the 8800 block of Mary Ball 
Road to investigate a reported 
theft of U.S. currency, to the 
600 block of Hoecake Road 
for an unattended death, to 
the 100 block of Robinson 
Road for a juvenile behavioral 
complaint, to the 1600 block 
of Windmill Point Road for 
an assault and unlawful entry 
into a residence, to Wilson 
Lane for an intoxicated driver, 
to Mary Ball Place to assist 
Virginia State Police (VSP) 
with a vehicle search, and to 
the 100 block of Rowes Point 
to check the well-being of a 
resident after receiving a med-
ical alert.

March 21: Staff responded 
to the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge for an unoc-
cupied boat, and to a walk-in 
report of a violation of a pro-
tective order.

March 22: Staff responded 
to the 1000 block of Crawfords 
Corner Road for a domestic 
disturbance, to the 100 block 
of Tuckahoe Drive to assist 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff ’s Office (NCSO) with a pos-
sible burglary in progress, and 
to Mary Ball Place for a reck-
less driver.

March 23: Staff responded 
to a walk-in report of obtaining 
money by false pretenses, to the 
100 block of Sandlin Drive for 
a trespasser, to Mary Ball and 
Pinkardsville roads to assist 
NCSO with a wanted person, to 
the 600 block of Rappahannock 
Drive for the report of juveniles 
attempting to buy tobacco and 
acting disorderly.

March 24: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Second 
Avenue to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department with a 
reported disturbance, to the 
100 block of New South Road 
for a possible suicidal person, 
to the 500 block of Lancaster 
Creek Drive for the report of 
vandalism of a residence; and 
Irvington Road to assist VSP 

with a vehicle search.
March 25: Staff responded 

to the 3000 block of White 
Chapel Road for a domestic 
disturbance with injuries, to the 
400 block of Mosquito Point 
Road for vandalism, to Cross-
hills Road and Jessie duPont 
Highway to assist NCSO with 
the pursuit of a vehicle, to the 
8500 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a disorderly and intoxicated 
female, and to the 100 block 
of Colinbrook Way for a noise 
complaint from the lighting of 
fireworks.

March 26: Staff responded 
to the 400 block of Greentown 
Road for an assault, to the 100 
block of Second Street for an 
assault, to the 700 block of Dirt 
Bridge Road to assist Middle-
sex County Sheriff’s Office 
with a burglary in progress, to 
a walk-in report of an assault, 
to Hoecake Road for vehicles 
parked in the highway, and to 
the 2300 block of River Road 
to check on the well-being of 
residents.

Staff also conducted 29 
traffic stops, issued 13 sum-
monses, assisted eight motor-
ists, recorded four deer strike 
accidents, handled six calls for 
traffic control, investigated two 
building alarms, logged nine 
inmate transports, received 
nine E911 hang-up calls and 
fielded six calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a 
traffic crash on Methodist 
Church Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a fire/smoke 
alarm on Slabtown Road.

Kilmarnock VFD responded 
to a fire/smoke alarm on South 
Sioux Road.

Northumberland  Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 
against eight individuals.
Felonies

Orin Purshawn Lee, 27, of 
Reedville was charged March 
23 with a capias to show cause 
from the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court for fail-
ing to comply with the condi-
tions of his probation (felony). 
He has also been charged with 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol, driving suspended or 
revoked and reckless driving 
(misdemeanors).

Sharon Elizabeth Banes, 59, 
of Callao was charged March 
26 with three counts of abuse/
child neglect (felonies) and 
possession of marijuana (mis-
demeanor).

David Edward Banes, 35, of 
Callao was charged March 26 
with two counts of abuse/child 
neglect (felonies).

Katherine Elizabeth Parr, 38, 
of Warsaw was charged March 
26 with one count of abuse/
child neglect (felony).

David Dorsch, 48, of Callao 
was charged March 26 with 
three counts of abuse/child 
neglect (felonies) and possession 
of marijuana (misdemeanor).
Misdemeanors

A Burgess woman, 23, was 
issued a summons March 22 for 
three counts of determination 
as threatening dog, three counts 
of failing to vaccinate and no 
county tags for her animals.

An Ophelia man, 24, was 
issued a summons March 22 for 
determination as threatening 
dog, failing to vaccinate and no 
county tags for his animal.

A Reedville woman, 43, was 
charged March 25 with driving 
under the influence and reck-
less driving.

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information on 
two individuals.

The Lancaster County Sheriff Office holds warrants for:
-

tence on a probation violation. He is described as a black 
male with brown eyes and black hair. He is 5 feet 6 inches 
tall and weighs 125 pounds. His last known address is 1192 
Regina Road, Lancaster.

warrants pertaining to forgery and grand larceny. She is 
described as a black female with brown eyes and black hair. 
She is 5 feet 7 inches tall and weighs 144 pounds. Her last 
known address 936 Irvington Road, Kilmarnock. 

Report related information to Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463. You do not have to give your name or 
appear in court. All information is confidential.

Crime Solvers pays rewards up to $1,000.
Caller# 1500, 1497, 1479, 1382, 1383, 1391, 1394 are 

asked to contact Crime Solvers about your rewards. 

K I L M A R N O C K — Two 
active shooter incidents which 
resulted in fatalities this week-
end—one on a Las Vegas bus, 
the other in a Cincinnati night-
club—spotlight the need to 
be prepared should you find 
yourself in an active shooter 
situation.

A Lancaster High School 
graduate who went on to 
become an FBI agent was 
back in town last weekend to 
offer tips on ways to survive 
such attacks. Kendall Stone-
ham was the guest speaker 
for the Kilmarnock Museum’s 
annual meeting at the Hayden 
Building at Dream Fields. 

The former agent spoke 
on the increasing number of 
active shooter incidents over 
the past decade. She noted 
there were 160 active shooter 
incidents in 2016 resulting in 
486 deaths and 557 wound-
ings. 

An active shooter incident 
is when one or more people 
are actively engaged in trying 
to kill people in an open 
or enclosed area, she said. 
Whether in a mall, building or 
playground, Stoneham advised 

Stoneham shares strategies to survive active shooter attacks

Former FBI agent Kendall Stoneham presents a gift to 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Ashburn at the 
museum’s annual meeting Saturday.

by Audrey Thomasson

citizens to always be aware of 
the surroundings and note the 
nearest exits and where secu-
rity guards are located.

The FBI’s three protocols in 
an active shooter situation are 
“run-hide-fight,” she said.

Run: If you can get out, go. 
Then hide and call police.

Hide: If you are in a hallway, 
get into a room and secure the 
door. If you are in an office, 

stay put and lock or secure the 
door with heavy furniture or 
hide in a closet.

Fight: If there is no place to 
hide and your life is at risk, as 
a last resort, attempt to take 
the shooter down. 

“Use a chair or something 
as a weapon to disarm and 
take the shooter down,” she 
said.

Fighting back, throwing 

things, distracting attackers 
who may also be nervous, can 
make a difference in survival.

“If you play dead, you will 
be dead because shooters will 
go through areas shooting 
people who are playing dead. 
The only time to lay down on 
the floor is if the weapon is a 
bomb, since shrapnel explodes 
upward. 

Your actions can make a 
difference for your survival,” 
Stoneham said. 

“Your number one prior-
ity is to get out of the line of 
fire. If you can get out—do. 
Encourage others to leave, 
but don’t let them slow you 
down. Leave your belongings 
behind, but keep your cell 
phone. Silence your phone 
completely. The phone’s 
vibration will alert the 
shooter to your whereabouts. 
As soon as you are safely out 
of the building call police. 
The dispatcher will ask a lot 
of questions: the address; the 
number of shooters; kind of 
weapons; where they are in 
the building; number of vic-
tims—meaning, the number 

of people in the building.
“Law enforcement doesn’t 

know who the active shooter 
is—so when they arrive, 
raise your arms, don’t make 
any sudden movements. Law 
enforcement is not going to 
stop to help victims. They are 
not there to help you escape, 
they are there to take down the 
shooter.”

Stoneham emphasized that 
terrorism threats are hap-
pening everywhere, from big 
cities to rural towns. “If you 
want to survive, be prepared 
and have a plan.”

CRIME SOLVERS
Kevin Johnson Hall Samantha Renee Ellis

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

 Remo Road
    litter pick up

A group of concerned 
neighbors are forming a “road-
side cleanup” detail to pick up 
litter and old tires along Remo 
Road from Harding Road to 
Wicomico Church. The group 
will meet at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
April 1, at Remo and Harding 
roads. The rain date is Sunday, 
April 2.

 No need to sign up or call, 
just show up. Trash bags will 
be provided. Bring your own 
gloves and water.

 Road work
The Virginia Department 

of Transportation last week 
announced that motorists can 
expect to experience brief 
delays on Jessie duPont Memo-
rial Highway near Goodluck 
Road.

Traffic will be reduced to a a 
single lane from 7:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. for utility and permit work. 
Flaggers will direct motorists 
through the work zone.  

 Bridge work
The Virginia Department of 

Transportation reminds motor-
ists to expect delays on the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mondays through Saturdays. 
Motorists will be restricted 
to one lane on Route 3 at the 
Norris Bridge, as the project 
contractor installs the platform 
system required to paint the 
bridge. 

An automated flagging sta-
tion at the bridge approach 
controls one-way traffic across 
the Rappahannock River, one 
direction at a time. Motorists 
should expect delays of 10-15 
minutes around 7 a.m. as work-
ers set up the work zone and 
approximately five minutes the 
remainder of the day. 

NEWS 
BREAKS



A4   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Thank You!

It’s Not Over!

Is deeply grateful to all organizations and individuals who made the Northern Neck  
Chefs’ Table Reception March 22 such a success, and to all who contributed so generously  

to help the Clinic provide services to our neighbors in need.

Sincere thanks and appreciation go to:

 
at Indian Creek

of a Chefs’ Table tasting to benefit the Clinic and who made arrangements and opened the club’s doors to 
Clinic guests

pastries and all things in between, for their Chefs’ tables. Guests could not get enough! Thanks to:

Carwash Café Indian Creek Yacht & Country Club 
Merroir The Tides Inn Tommy’s

Donations of any amount to the Clinic are always welcome.
Contributors of $1,000 or more still have a chance of having a chef prepare  

a meal in your home. The drawing will be held at the end of April.

The Northern Neck - Middlesex 

FREE HEALTH CLINIC

Northern Neck - Middlesex 

FREE HEALTH CLINIC
51 William B. Graham Court 
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

480 King Carter Drive, Irvington, Virginia 22480
Gift Shop: 804.438.4440 

Sun-Thurs 8 am-8 pm; Fri 8 am-9 pm; Sat 8 am-10 pm

We have a Fabulous Selection of Lilly Pulitzer® in 
the Tides Inn Gift Shop! Casual & Dressy Dresses,   
Maxi Dresses, Tunics, Tops, Blouses, Lounge Pants, 
Shorts, Skorts, Totes, Accessories, Jewelry and 
Sandals! Come & Shop: We are Open Every Day!

RICHMOND—Virginia’s 
population is increasing only 
half as fast as it was at the start 
of the decade, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau.

From 2010 to 2011, the 
Commonwealth’s population 
grew by more than 1%. But 
data released March 23 showed 
the state’s population increased 
only about 0.5% between mid-
2015 and mid-2016.

Nationwide, the U.S. popu-
lation rose by 0.7% last year. 
Among the 50 states, Virginia 
ranked in the middle in its one-
year growth rate, sandwiched 
between Alaska and Okla-
homa.

Utah had the biggest increase 
in population last year at 2%. 
Nevada, Idaho, Florida and 
Washington were fractions of a 
percentage point behind.

Eight states lost population, 
with West Virginia losing the 
most, 0.5%.

Since the start of the decade, 
Virginia’s statewide population 
has grown about 5%, similar 
to states such as California 
and Hawaii. Washington, D.C., 
with a 13% increase, grew 
faster than any state during 
those six years. Then came 
North Dakota, just under 13% 
and Texas, almost 11%.

Virginia is home to some of 
the fastest-growing localities, 
as well as some with the steep-
est declines in population.

New Kent and Loudoun 
counties were among the fast-
est growing localities in the 
U.S. from 2015 to 2016. Jump-
ing more than 700 people, New 
Kent’s population rose 3.5%; 
that ranked 36th among the 
nation’s 3,142 counties.

From 2015 to 2016, Loud-
oun County’s population grew 
by 3%. Although that is slower 
than in the past, Loudoun has 
grown almost 24% since 2010. 
Of the 211 counties with at 
least 300,000 residents, Lou-
doun County is the third fast-

Virginia sees slower population growth

Locally, Lancaster County experienced the greatest change in population since the start 
of the decade, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

The recent report listed Lancaster’s 2016 population as 10,972, some 422 fewer than in 
2010, for a decrease of 3.7%. Since 2010, there have been 520 births and 1,256 deaths, or 
a natural change decline of 736 people. 

For Lancaster, international migration numbered 62 and domestic migration 199, for a 
net migration of 261. International migration is recognized as movement from one coun-
try to another. Domestic migration is recognized as movement from one U.S. county to 
another. 

The recent report indicates Northumberland County’s 2016 population was 12,222, some 
105 fewer than 2010, for a decrease of 0.9%. Since 2010, there have been 589 births and 
1,062 deaths, or a natural change decline of 473 people. 

For Northumberland, international migration numbered 189 and domestic migration, 
202, for a net migration of 391.

The recent report indicates Middlesex County’s 2016 population numbered 10,778, some 
181 fewer than 2010, for a decrease of 1.7%. Since 2010, there have been 549 births and 
909 deaths, or a natural change decline of 360 people. 

For Middlesex, international migration numbered 11 and domestic migration 167, for a 
net migration of 178.

Population declines among local counties
by Haley Winn
Capital News Service

growing locality this decade, 
behind Fort Bend and William-
son counties in Texas.

Among U.S. counties with 
more 300,000 residents, Prince 
William County was number 
17 in population growth 
since 2010. Its population has 
increased more than a 13% 
growth since the beginning of 
the decade.

In 2016, for the first time, 
Prince William County, popu-
lation 455,210, surpassed 
Virginia Beach, population 
452,602, as Virginia’s second 
most populous locality. Fair-
fax County remains number 
1 with more than 1.1 million 
residents. Fairfax County has 
grown 5.3% since 2010 but 
registered just a tiny increase 
last year.

While many Virginia locali-
ties are growing, 63 have seen 
their population decline this 
decade. Emporia, for example, 
has lost 10.5% of its population 
since 2010, including 3.5% in 
the past year.

About 1,700 counties across 
the U.S. have seen a decline in 
population since the start of the 
decade. Only 27 of them have 
had a bigger decrease than 

Emporia.
Buchanan County also 

has experienced a significant 
decline since 2010, losing 8% 
of its population. It was among 
the 100 counties where, per-
centage-wise, population has 
dropped the most this decade.

Tazewell County, also in the 
western part of the state, lost 
more than 2,900 residents, 
about 6.5% of its population, 
since 2010.

Richmond, both the city 
and the metro area, continued 
to show steady growth. The 
Census Bureau treats Virginia’s 
“independent cities” as if they 
were counties and included 

them in the data release.
The city of Richmond grew 

1.6% in the past year and 
9.3% since 2010. Its popula-
tion stands at 223,170, the 10th 
most populous locality in Vir-
ginia.

The Richmond metro area, 
which consists of the city of 
Richmond, the counties of 
Henrico and Chesterfield, and 
14 other localities, including 
New Kent County, now has 
a population of 1,281,708. It 
remains the 45th largest metro-
politan area in the U.S.

The Richmond area’s popu-
lation grew 0.9% last year and 
6.1% since 2010.
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It’s Boating Season
&

Fitting Out Time!

Feature  
your specialties  

in the  
Rappahannock Record 

boating spread!

Call Sara, Marilyn or Jessica at the
Rappahannock Record

435-1701
or email mail@rapprecord.com

F

R

E

E

C

O

L

O

R

!

Ask about our combo rates
with the Southside Sentinel!

Advertising Deadline:  
April 3

Publishes:  
April 6

Lancaster Community Library Hosts 

NEW BOOK Launch Party for 

Brad Parks
Thursday, April 6, 5 P.M.
Legacy Room - 2nd Floor

You are invited to join Brad’s many fans in a release 
party for his new mystery novel, SAY NOTHING. 

Parks is the only author to have won the Shamus, 

most prestigious prizes. Signed copies of  
SAY NOTHING will be available for purchase.  

Call for more info, 435-1729.

Larry Carey
910.515.7431

J &
 L Treasures

Jack Field  
804.724.0808

careylarryva65@gmail.com or golfingjack@hotmail.com

2667 White Chapel Rd
Lively

Treasures from the 1800s to present. 
Furniture, home decor, nautical and so much more!

STORE HOURS
FRI. 10AM-3PM 
SAT. 10AM-3PM 
SUN.10AM-3PM

10% OFF with this Ad
OFFER VALID ONLY AT WHITE CHAPEL ROAD LOCATION

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

KILMARNOCK—Apri l 
is Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month and KC’s Crabs 
& Cues, 10428 Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway, Kilmar-
nock, has partnered with The 
Haven Shelter & Services to 
help promote awareness.

On Wednesdays throughout 
April, a percentage of KC’s 
profits will go to The Haven, 
said owner Kelly Dameron. 
Representatives from The 
Haven also will be available to 
answer questions and distrib-
ute related literature.

The Haven’s mission state-
ment indicates “The Haven 
Shelter & Services, Inc. is 
committed to preventing and 
eliminating all types of domes-

tic violence and sexual assault 
within our service area, which 
includes Westmoreland, Rich-
mond, Essex, Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties. The 
primary focus of The Haven’s 
mission is to provide advo-
cacy and shelter for individu-
als who experience intimate 
partner and sexual violence as 
well as to provide support ser-
vices to individuals and their 
families. To greater further its 
mission, The Haven seeks to 
enhance public awareness of 
domestic violence and sexual 
assault through community 
outreach and education and to 
bring about systems change.”

Services include a 24-hour 
crisis hotline, information and 

referral assistance, emergency 
shelter and safety planning, 
case management and sup-
port, legal advocacy, medical 
accompaniment, community-
based advocacy, peer counsel-
ing, and support and educa-
tion groups.

Services are free and confi-
dential. Anyone seeking ser-
vices for themselves or others 
is urged to call the toll-free 
hotline, 1-800-224-2836, or 
email gethelp@havenshelter.
org.

KC’s serves lunch and 
dinner daily and offers pool, 
big screen televised sports and 
entertainment. Richie Beard 
performs from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. on Wednesdays.

LANCASTER—In 1981, 
the Department of Criminal 
Justice Services began recog-
nizing National Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week during April 
and the tradition continues this 
year. 

National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week will be observed 
April 2 through 8 through-
out the nation, including the 
Northern Neck and Essex 
County. 

The theme will be “Strength. 
Resilience. Justice,” and it 
reflects the vision for the 
future. One, in which all vic-
tims are strengthened by the 
response they receive, organi-
zations are resilient in response 
to challenges and communities 
are able to seek collective jus-
tice and healing, reported Lan-
caster County Victim-Witness 

Assistance Program director E. 
Towsey Yount.

The counties of the Northern 
Neck and Essex County will 
commemorate this week with 
a series of events. On Tuesday, 
April 4, a proclamation sign-
ing will be held on the lawn of 
the Northumberland County 
Courts Building with Del. 
Margaret Ransone.

Related activities will con-
cluding with a student art 
showcase at The Westmoreland 
Players Theater, representing 
work from students in all the 
participating counties.

Calendar of events 
Tuesday, April 4, 10 a.m., 

Proclamation Signing, Gen-
eral District Court Room, Nor-
thumberland County Courts 
Building, 220 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

The Barnacle Bill’s reunion with Ray Pittman 
and the Original Bull Band raised the roof 
on the Kilmarnock Firehouse Saturday night. 
Fire truck bays were cleared to accommodate 
the crowd. From left are Ricky Lewis, Richard 
Cowles and Pittman. Proceeds benefited 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department. 
Sponsors included Union Bank & Trust, 
Hanley Electrical Service, Hudson-Blunt 
Insurance Agency, Chesapeake Homes, Currie 
Funeral Home, Middle Bay Realty, TK Siding, 
Lamberth Building Materials, Ampro, W.E. 
Kellum Seafood, The Pedestal, Rappahannock 
Rentals, Noblett Appliances & Propane and 
Rappahannock Record. Photos by Audrey 
Thomasson

Barnacle Bill’s Reunion: 
It’s a party with Bull

Chris Link on drums

IRVINGTON—President 
Don Smith of the Richard 
Henry Lee Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revo-
lution on March 20 welcomed 
members, wives and guests to 
the first meeting of 2017 at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury.

Following the Pledge of 
Allegiance, Smith announced 
the awards and honors 
bestowed on the chapter at 
the VASSAR Convention in 
Richmond in February and 
added the ribbons signify-
ing them to the chapter flag, 
reported Spike Nunn.

Richard Fickling welcomed 
new member Mike Nickerson 
who will serve as registrar 
and introduced Jim Russell 
who will be historian. 

Following an invoca-
tion by Ammon Dunton and 
lunch, Danny Kiser intro-
duced guest speaker Mark 
Favazza, executive director 
of the Northern Neck YMCA. 
Favazza gave an entertaining, 
insightful and knowledgeable 
talk about the Albany Plan, 
said Nunn. Benjamin Frank-
lin drafted the plan in 1754 
in response to the colonists 
having no representation in 
the English Parliament and 
yet being taxed by them. 

The Plan foreshadowed 
the unification of the U.S. 
long before the Declaration 
of Independence in 1776 and 
long before the American 
Constitution of 1787, contin-
ued Nunn.

Favazza illustrated how 
threads were woven by Jef-
ferson’s usage of Franklin’s 
Albany Plan in the Declara-
tion and in 1764, James Otis, 
a lawyer, gave assent to its 
theme in the revolutionary 
catch phrase “no taxation 
without representation.” In 
1774, the same words were 
heard when Jefferson wrote 
“Our properties within our 
own territories should not 
be taxed or regulated by any 
power on earth but our own.” 

Although the colonies were 
not ready for unification in 
1754 when Franklin originally 
penned the Plan, they were by 
1776.  The call for a strong, 
unified colonial response to 
Parliament’s oppressive mea-
sures (the Intolerable Acts) 
spread quickly.  Colonial 
leaders agreed to send repre-
sentatives to Philadelphia to 
discuss and to adopt a unified 
response.

Although shut up in a dusty 
closet or dresser drawer for 
32 years, Franklin’s ideals 
of the Albany Plan could not 
remain hidden or quiet.  

They found daylight in the 
words and writings of Richard 
Henry Lee, James Otis, John 
Adams, Samuel Adams, Pat-
rick Henry, George Mason, 
Thomas Jefferson and James 
Madison.

Mark Favazza
explains the
Albany Plan,
forerunner
of America’s
political papers

KC’s partners with The Haven to
promote sexual assault awareness

Series of events will commemorate
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week

My mother, who reached the age of 102 without having made 
any enemies or even huge social gaffes, frequently reminded my 
two siblings and myself that if we couldn’t say anything nice 
about someone, we shouldn’t say anything at all. 

Not a new concept, to be sure, but one that has definitely taken 
a back seat to candid expression in our society.

A dear friend and longtime second grade teacher had a class-
room rule: before telling what you think someone else has done 
wrong, you must say something nice about that person. At the 
beginning of each year, her students signed their names to a 
classroom rules agreement that contained this gem. 

I’ve tried it and am trying it more and more frequently. I’ll 
admit that sometimes the negative must be addressed, but we can 
be kinder about doing it. I’m trusting that my omissions of nega-
tives make a difference in this world; however, I am certain that 
being kinder in this way makes me feel better. 

Warning!: The following would not qualify under the terms 
stated above:

“Sara has exquisite taste in clothes. Isn’t it too bad that she 
looks frumpy in them, bless her heart?” or, “John is such a sweet 
man. I just wish he could understand how very boring he is!” 

Keep trying….
Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are Polite….

LLC. You are invited to e-mail your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and space allow. You may contact 
her at youarepolite1@gmail.com and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Squatting on Harvey’s Creek
For the second year in a row, a Canada goose has 
taken over an osprey nesting platform in the middle of 
Harvey’s Creek. Last year a goose actually displaced a 
pair of ospreys. The female stayed in the nest, never left 
until she had her goslings and then she and her family 
meandered over to the Chesapeake Bay, reported Kent 
Eanes. The male never strays more than about 100 feet 
from the nest, pretty much within earshot, in a true 
“yes, dear” manner. Photo by Kent Eanes  

Tuesday, April 4, 6 p.m., 
Celebration of Strength, Resil-
ience and Justice, Courthouse 
Square/Old Westmoreland 
Courthouse, 15803 Kings 
Highway, Montross.

Wednesday, April 5, 6:30 
p.m., Candlelight Vigil for 
Victims of Crime, Lancaster 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

Thursday, April 6, 6 p.m., 
Survivor’s Speak Out Night, 
Old Beale Building, 202 South 
Church Lane, Tappahannock.

Saturday, April 8, 4 to 6 
p.m., Student Art Showcase, 
Westmoreland Players Theater, 
16217 Richmond Road, Callao.

Because You Are Polite
     . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 
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Sidelined?
Get moving again with a full 
range of sports medicine 
services right here on the 
Middle Peninsula. Orthopedics

804-693-4645
Two local offices

804-693-0529

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital is designated as a 

Blue Distinction Center+ for Knee & Hip Replacement 

by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, an independent 

licensee of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association

Hugh M. Bryan, III, M.D. David J. Muron, M.D.Barbaro J. Perez, M.D.Steven J. Hospodar, M.D.

riversideonline.com/goortho

November/December 2016 
FREE

Places to go and things to do in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
Chesapeake Bay Oysters: Never out of season

All Aboard: Trains on displayDiscover Richmond CountyDining at Northern Neck Burger Company in Tappahannock 
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September/October 2016 
FREE

Places to go and things to do in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
Tour the Northern Neck on two wheels: A cyclist’s journey
Living it up on the water Rivah cocktails: Sip some specialitiesDiscover 

Horn Harbor 
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Places to go and things  
to do in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula
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with Smith Point Sea Rescue

 On the job with working waterwomen
Lancaster County 
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Cool down with homemade ice cream
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to do in the Northern Neck 
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Drop some pots and have some fun

The Great Loop: Laughing Gull cruises to Urbanna
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Inside: Marine Science Day at VIMS

Step back in time at the ballpark

Discover Westmoreland County
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Coming 
Soon!

Advertise in the 2017 Rivahs!
Issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ad Deadline . . . . . . . . . .  On Newsstands
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  April 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  April 27
June  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  May 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  May 25
July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  June 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  June 29
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  July 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  July 27
September . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  August 21  . . . . . . . . . . .  August 31
Fall/Holiday . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  October 9 . . . . . . . . . . . .  October 19

SUPER SAVINGS by advertising in more than one issue!

Call the Rappahannock Record at 435-1701 for more information
or email  sara@rapprecord.com, marilyn@rapprecord.com or jessica@rapprecord.com

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe on March 27 
released a statement regard-
ing his proposed amendments 
to Senate Bill 1023, which 
would restore Virginia’s one-
handgun-a-month law that was 
repealed in 2012.

Gov. McAuliffe noted the law 
was initially enacted in 1993 by 
then-Gov. L. Douglas Wilder. 
However, it was repealed by the 
Republican-controlled House 
and Senate in 2012 and signed by 
Gov. Bob McDonnell.

“The amendment will once 
again make it illegal to purchase 
more than one handgun in a 
30-day period by Virginia resi-
dents and out-of-state purchas-
ers,” said Gov. McAuliffe.

“One-handgun-a-month was 
enacted almost a quarter century 
ago to counter Virginia’s shame-
ful reputation as the gun-running 
capital of the East Coast,” he 
continued. “Five years ago, the 
General Assembly took the ill-
advised step of repealing this 
common-sense limitation. As 
a result, Virginia is once again 
becoming the go-to state for 
criminals to purchase weapons 
in bulk.

“My amendment will make 
it a Class 1 misdemeanor for 
any person other than a licensed 

more than one handgun within 
a 30-day period. The restoration 
of one-handgun-a-month, which 
is offered as an amendment to 
Senate Bill 1023, is a major step 
forward in making Virginia a 
safer place and ending its role in 

and down the East Coast.”

Senate Bill 1023, introduced 
by District 28 Sen. Richard H. 
Stuart of Montross, according to 
the Virginia General Assembly 
Legislative Information System, 
prohibits sharing of information 
regarding Virginia concealed 
handgun permits in the Virginia 
Criminal Information Network 
with law enforcement in states 
that do not recognize a Virginia 
concealed handgun permit as 
valid in the state.

The bill requires the Depart-
ment of State Police to maintain 
and publish online a list of states 
that recognize a Virginia con-
cealed handgun permit as valid 
in the state. The bill passed the 
Senate, 28-12, and the House, 
68-31. 

The legislature will address the 
proposed amendments when it 
reconvenes Wednesday, April 5, 
to consider vetoes, amendments 
and recommendations of the 

governor. As of March 27, Gov. 
McAuliffe had vetoed 26 bills.

Meanwhile, Attorney General 
Mark R. Herring issued a state-
ment endorsing Gov. McAu-
liffe’s proposal to restore Virgin-
ia’s one-handgun-a-month law.

“This is a great step to restore 
a commonsense measure that 
never should have been repealed 

General Herring. 
“Virginia’s weak gun laws 

make it too easy for guns to 
get into the hands of criminals, 
making our families, commu-
nities and especially our law 

not to mention the heartbreak 
and damage these guns cause in 
neighboring states. When you’ve 
got gun runners on tape bragging 
about how weak our gun laws are 
it should be a pretty clear signal 
that something needs to change,” 
he said.

WHITE STONE—Garden 
enthusiasts from the Northern 
Neck and beyond attended the 
recent Northern Neck Master 
Gardeners’ Gardening in the 
Northern Neck seminar at the 
White Stone Church of the 
Nazarene.

They reconnected with each 
other, and sought new ways to 
be more successful this year 
with their gardens, reported 
communications chairman 
Cathie Ward. Nationally rec-
ognized entomologist Dr. 
Doug Tallamy and landscape 
design expert Rick Darke were 
the featured speakers, teaming 
up to explain evolving con-
cepts in garden design that go 
beyond the merely decorative 
to emphasize functionality 
and environmental impact.  

“We have come to see plants 
only as decorations, but we 
need to consider their vital 
ecological roles as well when 
selecting them for our land-
scapes,” said Tallamy. 

He is passionate about the 

Gov. McAuliffe proposes amendment
to restore one-handgun-a-month law

Gardening seminar participants are urged to
consider ecological role of plants in the landscape

Seminar participants browsed the “marketplace” during breaks and lunch hour. 

need to restore wildlife cor-
ridors of native plant habitat 
in backyards, as the last best 
hope for slowing the rate 
of extinction of the plants 
and animals that were once 

common throughout the U.S. 
This starts with re-introduc-
ing native plants into home 
landscapes that support insect 
communities and ultimately 
the birds that depend on them 

He calls these plants “for-
aging hubs.”  All landscapes 
should include one or more 
of these according to Tal-
lamy. The website bringing-
naturehome.net provides a 
ranking of the best plants to 
support the food web. 

During lunch and breaks 
between presentations, semi-
nar participants were invited 
to browse in a large exhibit 
area that housed vendors. 
The Master Gardeners had 
eight different books for sale, 
including The Living Land-
scape, co-authored by the 
event’s speakers. Before the 
day was over, they had sold 
238 books.  

More than one of the other 
vendors reported selling 
out of everything they had 
brought – wishing that they 
had thought to bring more, 
said Ward.

Jeff Wainscott of the North-
ern Neck Chapter of the Vir-
ginia Native Plant Society 
credited the speakers with 
great traffic at his booth and 
for helping his organization 
sign up a record number of 
new members.  

“I thought the seminar was 
outstanding,” said Wainscott. 
“In the morning the speak-
ers presented a compelling 
case for the use of native 
plants in the landscape as 
critical to the survival of our 
native birds, in fact to the sur-
vival of the entire food chain 
including what we humans 
consume. Without them we 
would not survive. In the after-
noon Darke tied it all together 
with design concepts and how 
to incorporate native plants 
into the landscape, something 
frequently missing in native 
plant talks.” 

In its 24th year, the seminar 
has become an annual rite of 
spring for garden enthusiasts, 
said Ward. This year’s regis-
tered attendance was 332, the 
largest crowd ever.

“We were so fortunate to 
have the Church of the Naza-
rene as the venue for Garden-
ing in the Northern Neck,” 
said seminar chairman Tami 
McCauley. “I’d also like to 
thank all the vendors and local 
organizations who partici-
pated and of course my fellow 
Master Gardeners. 

for food, particularly in raising 
their young.  

 “The plants in your yard 
are bird feeders,” said Tal-
lamy. “You are deciding how 
well you feed the birds when 
you select your landscape 
plants. Some plants are much 
better at creating food for 
wildlife than others.”


