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WASHINGTON, D.C.—A group of 
community bankers from across the 
country, including Chesapeake Bank 
president and chief executive offi-
cer Jeff Szyperski, met March 9 with 
President Donald Trump to discuss 
current regulations impacting commu-
nity banking. 

The White House invited attendees 
to meet with President Trump to dis-
cuss how the current regulatory envi-
ronment affects the ability of com-
munity banks to serve customers and 
drive economic growth.

“It was an honor to meet with the 
President and be among other commu-
nity banking executives from across 
the country to talk about important 
issues,” Szyperski said. “Community 
banking plays a significant role in 
the growth of our economy and I was 
grateful to be a part of the conversa-
tion.” 

Among the attendees were Ameri-
can Bankers Association (ABA) 
president and chief executive officer 
Rob Nichols, Independent Commu-
nity Bankers of America president 
and chief executive officer Camden 
R. Fine, and nine bankers, including 
ABA officers and several members of 
key ABA committees.

“Today’s meeting is an important 
step toward policy changes that will 
allow banks to go even further in help-
ing communities and our economy 

Chesapeake Bank chief executive officer Jeff Szyperski recently joined a group of executives to discuss 
community banking with President Donald Trump. Szyperski is third from the left in the photo above.

Szyperski among bank executives at White House meeting

thrive,” Nichols said. “The diversity 
and strength of our banking industry 
is the envy of the world. However, in 
the current regulatory environment, 
highly prescriptive rules mean that 
mortgages don’t get made, small busi-
nesses don’t get created and banks find 

it more difficult to make the loans that 
drive job creation. This is particularly 
true for community banks. A care-
ful review of Dodd-Frank and other 
financial regulations will strengthen 
financial institutions and allow them 
to continue driving economic growth.”     

“We look forward to continuing to 
work with President Trump, the White 
House team, the Treasury department 
and members of Congress on both 
sides of the aisle to bring pro-con-
sumer reform to our nation’s financial 
system,” Nichols added.

Szyperski, of Weems, also is the 
chairman and member of the boards 
of directors for Chesapeake Financial 
Shares Inc. and Chesapeake Bank. He 
also serves as chairman and a member 
of the board of directors for Chesa-
peake Wealth Management.

He is active in the ABA, serving 
as vice chairman and member of the 
board of directors and executive com-
mittee. He also is active in the Virginia 
Banker’s Association, serving as a past 
chairman and a current member of the 
board of directors.

Chesapeake Bank is headquartered 
in Kilmarnock and operates 14 com-
munity banks in the Northern Neck, 
Middle Peninsula, Williamsburg and 
Richmond region. Founded in 1900, 
Chesapeake Bank is primarily a lender 
to small businesses and is active in 
each of the communities it serves.

Named in 2016 by American Banker 
as one of the Top 200 Community 
Banks and a Best Bank to Work For, 
Chesapeake Bank employs 225 associ-
ates and encourages each one to live 
according to the Bank’s “It’s All About 
Community” approach.

The ABA is the voice of the nation’s 
$17 trillion banking industry, which is 
composed of small, regional and large 
banks that together employ more than 
2 million people, safeguard $13 tril-
lion in deposits and extend more than 
$9 trillion in loans.

Rappahannock General Hospital in Kilmarnock is celebrating its 40th year 
of providing quality health care services to the residents of the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula. On March 15, 1977, the hospital opened its 
doors to  patients. In celebration of Rappahannock General Hospital’s 40th 
anniversary, the Bon Secours RGH Foundation will serve complimentary 
hot dogs, chips and drinks from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. today, March 16, 
outside of Seconds Unlimited Thrift Store, 27 Irvington Road, Kilmarnock. 
For a condensed history of the hospital, turn to page A4.

Celebrating 40th anniversary

This weekend the White Stone 
Firehouse, 578 Chesapeake 

Drive, White Stone, will be filled 
with paintings, carvings, sculpture 
and photography from artists, carv-
ers and photographers for the 38th 
annual Rappahannock River Water-
fowl Show.

Original paintings, prints, deco-
rative carvings, working decoys, 
folk art carvings, bronze sculpture, 
photography and antique decoys will 
showcase a variety of wildfowl in 
many mediums and prices, reported 
co-chairman Pat Bruce.

Show hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission is $8, children 
under 12 are free. Proceeds benefit 
the show sponsor, White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department. 

Special business sponsors include 
W. F. Booth and Son, Inc. for the 
show prints, Bank of Lancaster and 

Bay Trust, Rappahannock Rentals, 
Lawler Real Estate, B. W. Wilson 
Paper Company, Paul Sciacchitano 
and Welby Saunders of Wells Fargo 
Advisors, LLC, Coloryn Studio, 
Currie Funeral Home and Willaby’s 
Catering.
Artist of the Year

The 2017 Artist of the Year is 
Grover Cantwell of Salisbury, Md. 
Color prints of his new painting will 
be given away each day at the show. 
The “show print’ is sponsored by W. 
F. Booth and Son, Inc.

Cantwell is a self-taught artist 
whose goal is to capture the mood 
of the marshes, beaches and wildlife 
through the changing seasons of his 
native Eastern Shore of Maryland. 
Watercolor is his most frequently 
used medium, but he enjoys oils, 
pen and ink, and pastels as well, said 
Bruce.

Cantwell has had many careers 

including journeyman bricklayer, 
professional picture framer, certified 
building inspector and most recently 
elected judge of Orphans Court Wic-
omico County. He served as chair-
man of Wicomico County Ducks 
Unlimited for 20 years. He is a past 
president of the Wicomico County 
Art League and co-chairman of the 
Salisbury Wicomico County Arts 
Council. He is a past board member 
of the Ward Foundation, Arts Council 
and Art Institute and Gallery. He has 
been the Sponsor Artist for Maryland 
Ducks Unlimited twice and has been 
Artist of the Year for five Maryland 
and Virginia Ducks Unlimited chap-
ters. 

He cites his painting as one of his 
greatest achievements and his wife of 
51 years, two children and grandchil-
dren as the most important things in From left, Tim Booth, Todd Booth and Bobby Booth of W.F. Booth and Son 

Inc., sponsors of the 2017 show print for the Rappahannock River Waterfowl 
Show, display the original painting by Artist of the Year Grover Cantwell.

White Stone is all aflutter for the Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show

CLARAVILLE—A push to imme-
diately hire an assistant superinten-
dent continued at Monday’s Nor-
thumberland school board meeting 
as one board member dug his heels in 
over the issue.

District 3 member Gerald Howard 
insisted the position was so impor-
tant to moving the schools forward 
and succession planning that failure 
to fill the position would cause harm 
to the education of Northumberland 
students. It was the same argument 
he made at the March 6 budget work 
session.

Howard said he was caught by sur-
prise on March 6 by superintendent 
Dr. Holly Wargo’s announcement that 
she did not plan to immediately fill 
the position. 

“I apologize if I didn’t make this 
clear at our last meeting,” Wargo said. 
“I plan to fill the position down the 
road.”

Wargo said she is an analytical 
person who takes time to study and 
assess the needs and situation before 
making any major changes. She is 
considering whether the position 
should be assistant superintendent 
or director of instruction, and in the 
process is also redefining roles and 
positions in the central office to find 
deficiencies. 

“We are not being efficient with our 
finance department. I’m really look-
ing at that finance piece…making 
sure we are paying our bills on time, 
not overpaying or underpaying. I’m 
looking at redefining and realign-
ing…job titles and responsibilities,” 
she said.

Under the previous administra-
tion, several mistakes were reported, 
including overpaying into the retire-
ment fund for teachers who left the 
district, and not including grant 
monies and other adjustments from 
the state.

The school board previously had 

asked Wargo to make budget recom-
mendations, “…which I did at last 
Monday’s (budget) meeting,” she 
said. “Kids will always come first. 
Teachers come first.”

“Should something happen to 
you…we need to know who’s in 
charge,” said Howard in reinforcing 
his position on hiring an assistant 
superintendent.

District 1 member Dana O’Bier and 
District 5 member Gayle Sterrett both 
supported Wargo in her desire to take 
her time and make informed choices.

During the public comments sec-
tion, Howard was joined by several 
citizens in pushing for an assistant 
superintendent.

Rev. Linwood Blizzard lobbied for 
filling the position right away. He also 
spoke against the inclusion of the 
3-year-old program, Kid’s First. 

“The money could be put to better 
use with the 4-year old program and 

Superintendent notes plans to restructure
administration for Northumberland schools

by Audrey Thomasson

SCHOOLS, continued on page A2

SHOW TIME, continued on page A2
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his life. This is Grover’s 19th 
year as an exhibitor at this 
show, said Bruce.

In addition to receiving a 
free copy of this year’s show 
print, copies of the prints from 
previous years are available 
for sale, she said.

The Preview Night door 
prize is a carving by David 
Davis of Williamsburg, The 
weekend door prize is an orig-
inal painting by Janet Hong of 
Chesapeake.

Show features
The Virginia Waterfowler’s 

Association will conduct 
“painting a decoy” activities 
for children ages 6 and older 
on Saturday and Sunday.

The Rappahannock Carvers 
Guild will conduct its annual 
carving contest on Saturday 
at the Woman’s Club of White 
Stone Clubhouse, 560 Chesa-
peake Drive, White Stone. 
Stop by to see the entries or 
watch the judging, which 
begins at 11 a.m., said Bruce.

The Rappahannock River 
Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will have an 

exhibit along with the 2016 
Federal Junior Duck Stamp 
finalists.

The Old Dominion 
Retriever Club will conduct 
retriever demonstrations at 2 
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday 
on the open area behind and 
to the right of the White Stone 
Baptist Church, 517 Chesa-
peake Drive, White Stone. The 
club also will have an exhibit 
at the show.

The Virginia Ducks Unlim-
ited display will feature the 
2017 first-, second- and third-
place winners in the Virginia 
Duck Stamp contest, on dis-
play for the first time.

The Audubon Society of the 
Northern Neck will have an 
informational display and will 
sell blue bird boxes.

The raffle is always a popu-
lar event during the show, said 
Bruce. Over 50 items donated 
by the exhibiting artists will 
be raffled at the end of the 
show. Winners do not need to 
be present at the drawing.

A variety of food will be 
available to eat under the tent 
at the show or take home.

Head Start…and consider 
Kid’s First in 2018 or 19,” Bliz-
zard said.

“You’ve done a fine job 
so far,” Rev. Carl Perez told 
Wargo. He supported maxi-
mizing the budget for other 
opportunities and thanked the 
board for their recognition of 
teachers. “We’re grateful for 
them…working long hours and 
giving unconditionally.”

Teacher Amy Lamb thanked 
Wargo and the board for recog-
nizing teachers’ efforts by rec-
ommending a 4% raise. “We 
want you to know how sup-
ported we feel; how valued we 
feel,” she said.

In other business, acting 
middle school principal Robert 
Bailey reported school improve-
ment strategies are in place and 
ongoing. Strategies include 
monitoring teachers’ lesson 
plans, successful alignment of 
lesson plans, professional devel-
opment for teachers and creation 
of eight subcommittees.

Hutt Williams reported that 
two high school seniors will 
receive associates degrees 
from Rappahannock Commu-
nity College in May through 
the school’s dual enrollment 
program. “Eight other students 
are in the pipeline,” said Wil-
liams.

He announced there will be 
an introduction to the program 
for ninth- and tenth-grade stu-
dents on March 31, and one for 
their parents on April 20.

Wargo announced the April 
school board meeting will be 
held April 3 due to the origi-
nal date falling during spring 
break. Members voted to give 
12-month employees a vaca-
tion day on Monday, April 17, 
following the break.

The board’s joint meeting with 
the board of supervisors on the 
proposed $17.7 million budget 
for fiscal year 2017-18 was 
rescheduled to 5 p.m. Thursday, 
March 23, at the school board 
office, 2172 Northumberland 
Highway, Lottsburg.

Schools
continued from page A1

Show time
continued from page A1

Sound of flowers
Robbie Spiers directed the Lancaster High School Symphonic band in the “Symphony in Flowers” event on Sunday 
sponsored by the Kilmarnock Garden Club, the Lancaster High School Band and the Band Boosters. The event took 
place at Lancaster Middle School. Photo by Madison White Franks

From left, are Francine Thomas, Robbie Spiers, and Genny Chase of 
the Kilmarnock Garden Club. Photo by Donna McGrath

Internationally known floral artist Francine 
Thomas from New Zealand designed “life-size” 
floral arrangements on stage while entertaining 
the audience with her uplifting and energetic 
personality. Photo by Donna McGrath 
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Adventure Travel

804-436-9200      877-436-9200
“Come join us we’re going places”

JONAH
May 16-18, 2017

Lancaster, PA
Motor Coach Tour

Tribute to Patsy Cline at the Fulton 
Theatre, “Jonah” at the Sight & Sound 

Theatre, Tour of  Amish Farmlands, Amish 
Quilt & Craft Shop & Farmers Market.

ONLY $499 
per person - Dbl Occupancy
Other rates available upon request

INCLUDES 
4 Meals, Theatre Tickets 

& Tours

Deposit of $100
Non-refundable

Due at time of booking

325 Queen Street, Tappahannock, VA
804-443-4626

Spring Open HouseSpring Open HouseSpring Open House
March 18th, 10-4

10% off
STOREWIDE

FIRST 20 people  
get a FREE GIFT

Thyme In A Basket

www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. Good for the month of March.

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 
five individuals.

Felonies
 Christian P. Lyons, 33, of Chase Street, was 

charged March 11 with the felony of aggravated 
malicious wounding, felony destruction of 
property over $1,000, three counts of destruc-
tion of property under $1,000, unlawful use or 
injury to a phone line and contempt of court.

Misdemeanors
A Chase Street woman, 31, was charged 

March 7 with violating a condition of bond 
release.

A Howards Lane woman, 27, was charged 
March 7 with the revocation of a suspended 
sentence and probation.

A Roseneath Avenue man, 48, was charged 
March 8 with contempt of court.

A Windmill Point woman, 59, was charged 
March 11 with issuing a bad check under $200.

Activity report
March 6: Staff responded to the 100 block of 

School Street for the report of a stolen iPhone, 
to the 8800 block of Mary Ball Road for an 
assault, to the 100 block of Second Street for 
a burglary and destruction of property, to the 
3000 block of White Chapel Road for a prowler, 
and to Pinkardsville Road to assist Virginia 
State Police (VSP) with the search of a vehicle.

March 7: Staff responded to the area of 
Braden Lane for a suspicious vehicle, and to 
the 8800 block of Mary Ball Road for a stolen 
cellphone.

March 8: Staff responded to the area of Field 
Trail and Mary Ball Road to assist VSP with a 
possible suicidal subject, to the 400 block of 
Greentown Road for a trespasser, to the 100 
block of Cliff View Road for theft of US cur-
rency, and to Mary Ball and Lively Oak roads 
for a reckless driver.

March 9: Staff responded to Oak Hill Road 

for a reckless driver, to the 8800 block of Mary 
Ball Road for a bomb threat, to the 1300 block 
of Beanes Road for the report of illegal dump-
ing, and to a walk-in report of threats directed 
to another.

March 10: Staff responded to the 8200 block 
of Mary Ball Road to investigate the report of 
obtaining money by false pretenses, to the 100 
block of Oak Leaf Drive for the theft of a cell-
phone, to a walk-in report of the passing of a 
counterfeit check and grand larceny, to the 
100 block of Irvington Road for a minor traf-
fic crash, and to River Road for an intoxicated 
driver.

March 11: Staff responded to the 8800 block 
of Mary Ball Road for a fight in progress involv-
ing a male and female, to the 100 block of Chase 
Street to assist Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) with a domestic assault with injuries, to 
River Road for suspicious persons, and to the 
300 block of White Hall Road to investigate 
the reported theft of a television (television was 
later recovered by family members).

March 12: Staff responded to the 100 block 
of Harris Drive to assist KPD with a disorderly 
person, to the 100 block of Lively Oaks Road 
for weapons being discharged, to the 3900 block 
of White Chapel Road for an abandoned vehicle 
and to Gaines Road for illegal dumping and 
trespassing.

Staff also conducted 18 traffic stops, issued 
seven summonses, assisted seven motorists, 
recorded two deer strike accidents, handled 
four calls for traffic control, investigated five 
building alarms, logged five inmate transports, 
received six E911 hang-up calls and fielded 
three calls for animal control service.

Fire calls
White Stone and Kilmarnock volunteer fire 

departments responded to a fire/smoke alarm on 
Lancaster Drive and to a structure fire on Lum-
berlost Trail.

W. Leslie Kilduff attended his first Northumberland board of 
supervisors meeting as the county attorney on May 10, 1984, 
and last week, on March 9, he attended his last. 

Kilduff has retired from his post. 
Supervisors on March 9 adopted a resolution in recognition 

of Kilduff that notes, in part, that he has “demonstrated a true 
dedication to serving the public for almost 33 years as legal 
counsel for Northumberland County” and he has “represented 
our local government with the highest expertise and with great 
distinction.” 

“I have enjoyed working with all of you, and staff, and all the 
other supervisors, county administrators and others. I am look-
ing forward to retiring but I am leaving you in capable hands 
with Mat Terry who is a fine lawyer, but more importantly, a 
great human being,” said Kilduff. 

In February, the board hired Matson C. Terry II as the county 
attorney starting March 1 with the annual compensation set at 
$15,000.

From left are Northumberland board of supervisors 
chairman Ronnie Jett, W. Leslie Kilduff Jr., and his wife, 
Arlene Kilduff.

Board adopts resolution
recognizing long-time 
county attorney Kilduff

H E AT H S V I L L E — N o r-
thumberland supervisors on 
March 9 allowed a structure 
to remain within the resource 
protection area adjacent to Pre-
sley Creek.

The action followed a public 
hearing on an after-the-fact 
request for an exception to the 
Chesapeake Bay Act. Appli-
cant Paul M. Gryskewicz of 
Maryland replaced a 16’ x 24’ 
deck adjacent to a residence at 
154 Denver Road within the 
Bay Quarter Shores subdivi-
sion.

However, questions arose in 
the absence of documentation 
to show the size of a pre-exist-
ing deck.

“My clients are just trying 
to put back what was there, 
obviously they didn’t go about 
it right, but if they had known 
they would have taken pictures 
and documented it,” said attor-
ney Rawleigh Simmons. 

“We cannot find the building 
records or any pictures, but we 
do have people that can testify 
that something was there, but 
just not sure what it was,” said 
Simmons. 

District 2 supervisor Richard 
Haynie indicated he remem-
bered something being there 
which was in bad shape and 
extended the length of the 
house. 

Haynie moved to grant the 
request with the conditions 
of storm water mitigation and 
payment of the required fees.

District 1 supervisor Joe 
Self seconded the motion and 
the vote passed unanimously, 
5-0. 

Supervisors also approved a 
request from the Northumber-
land County Electoral Board to 
relocate the District 3A polling 
place from the Northumber-
land Public Library to Light of 
Christ Anglican Church, 9500 
Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville.

Having the polling place at 
the church allows voting to take 
place in a more central location 
and offers more parking, elec-
tion officials have noted.

“I think it’s a good move, 
traffic flow will be a lot better,” 
District 5 supervisor Ronnie 
Jett said. 
Other items 

Paul Lee of Robinson, 
Farmer, Cox Associates pre-
sented the 2016 audit. He indi-
cated the ending fund balance 
was $3,977,704, a decrease of 
$942,293 from the previous 
year. 

He said $3.3 million, or 
14% of expenditures, was 
unallocated for the county. 

County Treasurer Ellen 
Booker Kirby reported tax 
collections for this year are 
going very well and over what 
they were last year. “We are 
on target to be well over 98% 
by June 30,” said Kirby. 

District 4 supervisor 
Tommy Tomlin indicated that 
a cell tower in Reedville is 
now operational.

“I sat at the gate and I only 
had one bar,” said  Jett. 

“Well it works at times,” 
said Tomlin. 

Haynie moved to appoint 
Patrick O’Brien to the plan-
ning commission. District 
3 supervisor Jim Long sec-
onded the motion and all 
approved, 5-0. 

Supervisors adopted a res-
olution in honor and memory 
of former supervisor William 
A. Hudnall. The resolution 
states that Hudnall dedicated 
27 years of his life serving 
Northumberland County on 
the planning commission and 
the board of supervisors. 

“Now, therefore, be it 
resolved, that the Northum-
berland County Board of 
Supervisors hereby expresses 
its deepest sadness at the pass-
ing of William A. Hudnall 
and hopes that his family and 
friends will always remem-
ber his accomplishments and 
dedication to Northumber-
land County,” the resolution 
states.

The supervisors approved 
a proclamation declaring 
March as American Red 
Cross Month and encourag-
ing everyone to “uncover 
their inner hero and celebrate 
American Red Cross month 
by donating blood, learning a 
lifesaving skill, volunteering, 
or making a financial dona-
tion to aid the efforts of this 
humanitarian organization.” 

The board also adopted a 
resolution recognizing the 
Pocahontas History Project 
that reflects upon the 400th 
anniversary of Pocahontas’s 
passing in England during 
March 1617. 

The resolution indicated 
the Indian District called 
Chicacoan, near the north-
ern edge of the Powhatan 
Chiefdom, in 1648 became 
known as Northumberland 
County, Virginia, named after 
a county in England.

County allows
rebuilt deck to 
remain in RPA

by Madison White Franks

by Madison White Franks

IRVINGTON—A long-
awaited solution over who 
will pay for and fix the town’s 
crumbling sidewalks was 
resolved last week between 
the Town of Irvington and the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT).

During months of research-
ing historical records, VDOT 
was able to ascertain owner-
ship of some sidewalks, while 
others could not be deter-
mined.

After a closed session 
March 9, council members 
unanimously passed a reso-
lution accepting VDOT’s 
proposal for the state to take 
ownership of those sidewalks 
in question that are adjacent 
to state right-of-way, while 
the town will be responsible 
for sidewalks not located on 
state right-of-way. 

According to VDOT county 
representative Robert Harper, 
the state will take responsi-
bility for King Carter Drive 
from the handicap ramp at the 

corner of Irvington Road to 
Winstead Drive on the north 
side of the road and from the 
handicap ramp at Irvington 
Road for 389 feet west on the 
south side of King Carter to 
about Edgewood Lane.

VDOT also accepted own-
ership of existing sidewalks 
on the west side along Irving-
ton Road in front of the den-
tist office and Dandelion to 
the handicap ramp on King 
Carter Drive and continuing 
on and ending at Steamboat 
Road. On the east side of 
Irvington Road, VDOT took 
ownership for a small portion 
of sidewalk that rounds the 
curve (starting 73 feet north of 
the Citco station) going south 
and stopping 107 feet short of 
Steamboat Road (across the 
street). 

Sidewalks in front of Trick 
Dog and north are the respon-
sibility of the town.

The town also takes respon-
sibility for sidewalks on The 
Lane and Steamboat Road. 
For exact start and stop loca-
tions, contact the town office.

Irvington,VDOT
divvy up sidewalks

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFF’S REPORT
 CPR/First Aid
The Northumberland/Lan-

caster County Farm Bureau 
and the Mid County volunteer 
Rescue Squad will present 
“What to do before the Ambu-
lance Arrives” Tuesday, March 
21, at the Mid County Rescue 
Squad Building, 7990 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Heaths-
ville. 

Refreshments will be served 
at 5 p.m., followed by the CPR/
first aid presentation at 5:30 
p.m. The session will be hosted 
by Jaime Packett and presented 
by Janice Kaufman, EMT-E, 
Advanced Life Support volun-
teer provider. RSVP Packett at 
580-4422, or james.packett@
vafb.com by March 20.

NEWS 
BREAK

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!
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EMS VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED!

Have some free time? Want to get out of the house? Want to 
give back to your community? The Kilmarnock-Lancaster Co. 
Vol. Rescue Squad is actively recruiting individuals that are 

interested in becoming a volunteer member of our organization. 
Our organization is comprised of dedicated members of the 
community that provide emergency medical services to the 
public. Entry level position would be as an attendant, who 

would assist the EMT in patient care. We also have positions 
available as an Emergency Vehicle Driver or Emergency 
Medical Technician. All training is provided at no cost to 

services 4 times a month as an active member or 2 times a 
month as an associate member. We provide a unique work 

environment that is fun and also exciting. All applicants must 
stop by the squad building at 61 Harris Rd. in Kilmarnock and 

background check to be eligible for membership. Any questions 
please contact JW Luttrell at (804) 436-3490.

The Dandelion
4372 Irvington Road, Irvington, Virginia

Monday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

Celebrating 42 Stylish Years

Trunk ShowT k Sh
Friday, March 24th &
Saturday, March 25th

Featuring the Spring 2017 Collection

Special Discount on all Joseph Ribkoff 
orders and in-store purchases!

Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital celebrates 40th year
KILMARNOCK—Since 

1977, Rappahannock General 
Hospital (RGH) has provided 
quality health care services to 
the residents of the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula.

RGH was built for the com-
munity, by the community after 
a small group of young leaders 
identified the need for emer-
gency care in the area. Prior to 
the mid-1970s, residents in the 
Northern Neck area traveled 
70-plus miles to Richmond and 
beyond for emergency or gen-
eral hospital care, reported mar-
keting and public relations coor-
dinator Joanna Marchetti. 

The late R. Frederick Baensch 
of White Stone was an essential 
part of the creation of the hos-
pital. He recognized the need 
for more convenient access to 
health care services in order for 
the Northern Neck to continue 
to thrive. According to his wife 
Judy, he also admitted a big part 
of his desire for medical care in 
the area was “selfishly” to care 
for his family. 

RGH was an outgrowth of the 
establishment of the White Stone 
Medical Clinic—now Riverside 
White Stone Family Practice, 
said Marchetti. The clinic had 
a difficult time recruiting and 
retaining physicians and the most 
common reason cited was that a 
local hospital was not available. 
From November 1972 to April 
1974, a group spearheaded by 
Baensch, who had been instru-
mental to the establishment of 
the clinic, sought to obtain a 
certificate of need to build a hos-
pital in Kilmarnock. At the same 
time, a similar effort was taking 
place in Gloucester County. For 
some time, it appeared only one 
certificate would be granted 
between the two proposed proj-
ects. Both certificates were even-
tually approved and the project 
of financing the Kilmarnock 
hospital began. 

Lancaster County secured 
the services of a bonding house 
in New York and a few days 
before the bonds were to have 
been put on the market, New 
York City defaulted in the pay-
ment of interest on its bonds 
and the municipal bond market 
collapsed. This bonding house 
however was able to obtain the 
M.G.I.C. Indemnity Corpora-
tion which guaranteed the pay-
ment of the bonds and in Janu-
ary 1976, the $4.5 million bond 
issue was sold. Construction was 
authorized in February 1976 for 
building on land donated by the 
Town of Kilmarnock and the 
ground-breaking took place on 

From left are (top row) chairman and founding member Fred Baensch, founding member 
Wilton Cundiff, Harold W. Felton, M.D., John I. Fleet Jr.; (middle row) founding member David 
Helsel, D.D.S., founding member Benjamin R. Humphreys, founding member William J. Kopcsak, 
founding member John R. Lacey, M.D.; (bottom row) founding member Melvin B. Lamberth Jr., 
M.D., founding member William B. McLeod, founding member Jean W. Robertson and founding 
member Ralph K. VanLandingham.

Timeline

Bon Secours Health System. 

RGH X 12

opening the doors

Rappahannock General Hospital
Board of Directors - 1977

March 6, 1976. Almost exactly 
a year later, on March 15, 1977, 
the hospital opened for its first 
patients, said Marchetti. 

The initial board of directors 
included R. Frederick Baensch, 
Wilton R. Cundiff, Harold W. 
Felton, M. D., John I. Fleet Jr., 

David F. Helsel, D.D.S., Ben-
jamin R. Humphreys Sr., Wil-
liam J. Kopcsak, John R. Lacey, 
M.D., Melvin B. Lamberth Jr., 
M.D., William B. McLeod, Jean 
W. Robertson and Ralph K. Van-
landingham. 

Baensch remained an active 

member of RGH’s leadership 
team, serving in roles from chief 
executive officer to chairman 
of the board of directors, until 
his passing in July 2015. Judy 
Baensch has been a member of 
the hospital’s volunteer auxiliary 
from the start and remains active 
in the organization. 

Today, Bon Secours Rappa-
hannock General Hospital pro-
vides inpatient and outpatient 
services, including emergency 
medicine, orthopedics, cardiol-
ogy, imaging services, surgical 
procedures, an outpatient infu-
sion center, physical therapy 
and behavioral health services, 
continued Marchetti. Additions 
to the hospital’s services include 

a sleep lab and on-site neurol-
ogy appointments. The hospital 
offers quality, state-of-the-art 
health care in a convenient, 
friendly setting, as evidenced by 
high patient satisfaction scores.

As the area’s largest employer, 
RGH provides nearly 400 jobs 
for a range of health care work-
ers who are living and spend-
ing in this community, involved 
with churches, schools and other 
community groups. By spurring 
even more economic activity 
through spending on goods, ser-
vices and capital improvements, 
the hospital is a cornerstone of 
the economy with a multimillion 
dollar impact in the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula, she 
said. 

The hospital enjoys a tradition 
of giving back to the community 
through participation in health 
fairs, free screenings and edu-
cational forums, as well as sup-
port for schools, athletics and 
charity events, and partnerships 
with local organizations such as 
the Northern Neck Middle Pen-
insula Free Health Clinic and 
Northern Neck Family YMCA.

The RGH Volunteer Auxil-
iary has been in existence since 
the very beginning, providing 
countless hours of service and 
donating funds to the hospital 
from various fundraisers and 
the Hospital Gift Shop. Another 
group of volunteers operate 
Seconds Unlimited Thrift Shop 
in Kilmarnock, also donating 
tremendous proceeds to the hos-
pital.

RGH holds The Joint Com-

mission’s Certificate for Primary 
Stroke Center Certification, 
which recognizes the facil-
ity’s exceptional dedication to 
educating and training staff to 
improve outcomes for stroke 
patients, said Marchetti. Addi-
tionally, the hospital utilizes 
innovative technology to provide 
telemedicine services for the 
community including the RP-
Vita robot, the first FDA-cleared 
remote presence robot for hos-
pital patient management. The 
robot, affectionately nicknamed 
Rita by hospital staff, allows 
RGH to offer enhanced neurol-
ogy care that wouldn’t normally 
be available in a rural setting.  

As part of the Bon Secours 
Richmond Health System, RGH 
is closely linked with Bon Sec-
ours Richmond area facilities, 
including Memorial Regional 
Medical Center, St. Francis 
Medical Center, St. Mary’s Hos-
pital and Richmond Community 
Hospital. This network of award-
winning hospitals, along with 
more than 400 providers in the 
Bon Secours Medical Group, 
allows patients access to excep-
tional levels of comprehensive 
health care.

RGH is staffed by dedicated 
employees, physicians and vol-
unteers, always ready to provide 
compassionate care to the com-
munity, she said. Leadership 
includes Bon Secours Richmond 
East chief executive officer 
Mark Gordon, RGH chief nurs-
ing executive Ann Gumina, RN, 
BHA and RGH medical director 
William Stallings, MD.40-year employees 

Cancer center celebrates 27th year
Chesapeake Medical Group

In 1994 Chesapeake Medical Group was established 
as a sister company of RGH to provide family 
practice/primary care, pediatrics, women’s services 
and surgical services to the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula. 
Today those practices are part of Bon Secours 
Medical Group and include:

KILMARNOCK—The Rap-
pahannock General Hospital 
Cancer Treatment and Educa-
tion Center began in March 
1990 after a study conducted 
through Medical College of 
Virginia (MCV) identified the 
greatest incidences of cancer 
throughout Virginia, and the 
findings showed higher than 
average cancer mortality rates 
in some of Virginia’s most 
rural areas. The Northern Neck 
ranked in the top three. 

Additionally, research 
showed that even in the cases 
where patients in these rural 
areas were diagnosed and put 
on a treatment plan, the patients 
were often not following 
through with their treatments 
due to the long distances they 
would need to travel to regu-
larly attend appointments. This 
two hour or more travel time 
placed significant physical, 
emotional and often financial 
stress on these patients and their 
families.

The intent of the outreach 
program, largely funded 
through grants, was to make 
rural doctors and hospital per-
sonnel as self-sufficient as pos-
sible in treating these cancer 
patients, reported marketing 
and public relations coordinator 
Joanna Marchetti. 

Christopher E. Desch, MD, 
MCV’s director of the program, 
as well as Tom Smith, MD, were 
instrumental in their efforts to 
make this program successful 
for RGH. They began seeing 
patients at RGH bi-weekly and 
six months into the program, 
had 50 participating oncology 
and hematology patients. 

The first RGH Cancer Center 
employee was Connie Deagle, 
RN, OCN, who retired in 2016. 

She had been employed with 
RGH since 1982 in the medi-
cal/surgical department and 
was ready for a change, said 
Marchetti. Six months prior 
to the program’s introduction, 
Deagle’s father passed away 
from lung cancer, finalizing her 
decision to join RGH’s Cancer 
Center. 

By the program’s 10th anni-
versary in 2000, MCV was 
sending oncologists to RGH 
weekly and approximately 30 
patients were seen during each 
visit. Also, by this time MCV 
was providing patients requir-
ing radiation therapy access to 
a van for free transportation to 
MCV.

In the fall of 1996, RGH 
built and opened a new wing 
to house the center, said Mar-
chetti. The program had previ-
ously been borrowing rooms 
from the medical/surgical unit, 
and the need for space had 
grown beyond this capacity. 

Sadly, a major part of the 
center’s history occurred in 
late 2006 with the tragic death 
of Christopher E. Desch, M.D. 
He was killed in a single-engine 

plane crash, while flying near 
Charlottesville. His 16 years 
of loyalty and support to the 
Northern Neck had a great 
impact on the community and 
he is revered and remembered 
fondly by many members of 
the Northern Neck community, 
especially the RGH Cancer 
Center staff. 

In 2008, Bon Secours Health 
System began providing addi-
tional support for the center 
by sending oncologist Susan 
Schaffer, MD, to see patients 
every other week. By the 20th 
anniversary in 2010, the clinic 
was seeing approximately 180 
patients per month.

In addition to life saving 
treatments including chemo-
therapy, the center has provided 
significant education and sup-
port to patients and the com-
munity, she continued. From 
providing important training 
and education to local physi-
cians and medical staff to rais-
ing awareness about issues such 
as prevention and screenings, 
the center quickly became the 
go to place for all things cancer 
related in the Northern Neck. 

The staff has participated in 
many community events to 
raise awareness and funds over 
the years, including their long 
time participation with the 
local Relay for Life events and 
the “Look Good, Feel Better” 
sessions, an American Cancer 
Society’s program for female 
patients in active treatment, as 
well as those patients experi-
encing the appearance-related 
side effects. The program is still 
in effect today, through the help 
of Jennifer Bishop of Merle 
Norman in Kilmarnock. 

Statistics don’t show the level 
of dedication and commitment 
the staff has for their patients; 
however, in the center office, 
there are multiple scrapbooks 
filled with photos, postcards, 
letters and celebration of life 
materials from former patients, 
that speak to the patients’ love 
for the staff, and more signifi-
cantly, the staff’s personal devo-
tion to each and every patient 
who has ever walked through 
their doors, said Marchetti. 

Today, the facility is known as 
the Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital Outpatient 
Infusion Center (OPIC), and 
still provides cancer patients 
and their families the highest 
quality and most comprehen-
sive treatment available—all in 
a comfortable setting, close to 
home. 

Bon Secours Virginia Health 
System hematologist-oncolo-
gist Michael Steinberg, MD, 
joined the team in October 2014 
and sees patients in Kilmarnock 
five days a week. Dr. Stein-
berg is certified by the Ameri-
can Board of Internal Medi-
cine, Hematology and Medical 
Oncology and brings more than 
40 years of experience. 
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Celebrating 40 years of quality, 
compassionate health care in the 

Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Our sincerest thanks to our staff, volunteers 
and this community for 40 years of support. 

It’s our honor to take care of you.

Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital 
101 Harris Road, Kilmarnock, VA 22482  804-435-8000

www.BonSecours.com

Rappahannock General Hospital
March 15, 1977-2017
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

One of the Northern Neck’s iconic cottage 
industries back in the 1960s and 1970s was 
the Irvington crab operation of Cap’n Clif-
ford Winstead. He lived in a home, now gone, 
across from the entrance to The Tides Inn, a 
site where his grandson, Jimmie Robertson 
presently lives with his family.

Previously Cap’n Winstead had operated a 
café, called the Log Cabin, on what is now 
North Main Street in what then should have 
been considered the outskirts of Kilmarnock. 

When he retired from the eatery, he cooked 
and sold crabs from a building behind his 
house in Irvington. He was a Northern Neck 
original, constantly offering pithy bits of 
wisdom to all of his customers. In his unfor-
gettable Northern Neck accent he would 
greet them with the phrase, “This is the place 
you go for crabs.” Well into his 90s he was 
the crab source for both locals and come-
heres, all of whom recorded the sad day when 
his operation passed into the lore of history, 
as many had learned of our heritage and tra-
ditions from him.

The Winsteads had a daughter, Marian, 

who although more reserved than her illus-
trious father, became equally memorable. 
After the death of her first husband, Marian 
married Frank Blantz and together they 
made their own mark on the Northern Neck. 
In the days before Jackie Evans established 
Kilmarnock’s first travel agency, when travel 
services were not available locally, Frank and 
Marian organized excursions for local senior 
citizens.

They chartered tour buses and took their 
clients all across the country. One of their 
favorite destinations was the entertainment 
scene at Branson, Missouri, where they would 

pull up with 47 on board to enjoy the music 
performances for which the city is famous. 
They would plan New England forays for the 
peak of the fall colors and southern jaunts 
during the cold winter months. 

Once on the bus their clients had no further 
responsibilities until they returned home. 
Signing up with Marian and Frank was the 
“in” thing to do, especially if one was alone 
after having lost a spouse and unwilling to 
travel unescorted. The trips were happy occa-
sions for many seniors who otherwise never 
might have left home. Marian and Frank 
treated them as dear friends which, if they 
did not know them when they departed, they 
had become by the time of return.

The trips came to an end with Frank’s death 
and Marian continued to live in Kilmarnock 
with her granddaughter, Heather Robertson. 
Both of them have been stalwarts in their sup-
port of the American Legion. For many years 
Heather has chaired the annual Legion poppy 
sale at the entrances to local businesses each 
Memorial Day weekend. Their activities 
always evoke the traditional earlier term for 

the event, namely, “Decoration Day.” 
With their work on behalf of the Legion, 

Marian and Heather have continued to mani-
fest the patriotic responses to the needs of the 
veterans of America’s wars, characteristic of 
our Nation’s appreciation for those who serve 
in the armed forces. As long as she was able, 
Marian did her part to show her gratitude for 
the military.

Last week Marian died, slightly over a 
month shy of her 94th birthday. She was a 
quintessential example of the good citizen. 
She spent much of her long life working for 
causes that she knew were for the good of all 
and individually, especially through her trips 
with Frank, bringing happiness to some who 
might have been overlooked in other circum-
stances. 

The path of Marian’s life was quite dif-
ferent from that of her father, but each of 
them has left the Northern Neck a wonder-
ful legacy for which I, among many, remain 
grateful.

Marian Winstead Robertson Blantz, April 
19, 1923 – March 9, 2017. R.I.P.

Signing up with Marian 
and Frank was the “in” 
thing to do, especially if one 
was alone after having lost 
a spouse and unwilling to 
travel unescorted.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal 
Point

On a recent warm 
morning, a bald eagle 
perched atop a backyard 
flagpole to see the sunrise 
over Tangier Island. 

Photo by Charley Gillmer

Submit your interesting 
photos capturing the life 
and times in the North-
ern Neck to editor@rap-
precord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, March 21, at 
the Lancaster Community 
Library, 16 Town Centre 
Drive, Kilmarnock. 

Agenda topics will include 
the NAACP statement to the 
new Muslim traveling ban, 
a regional training session 
coming April 29 to the Nor-
thumberland County Com-
munity Center Organization 
facility, 679 Brown Store 
Road, Heathsville and the 
March 25 area meeting at the 
community center.

Committee reports also 
will be presented, said Lloyd 
N. Hill.

Lancaster 
NAACP will 
meet Tuesday

YOUR LETTERS

Former President George W. 
Bush doubled the national debt 
and created a new entitlement 
(Medicare, Part D) without any 
announced plan as to how we 
might pay for it, why a new 
entitlement is a good idea and 
without a peep of protest from 
Congressman Wittman, who 
described himself then, as he 
does now, as a small-govern-
ment conservative.

We might assume that Con-
gressman Wittman would have 
opposed these two actions 
because they expand the size 
and expense of government 
and to the extent that deficit 
spending represents inter-
generational plunder, it is anti-
family rather than pro-family.

 All this expanded govern-
ment and increased debt on 
the part of former President 
Bush seemed to suit Congress-
man Wittman just fine. To all 
appearances, he is relentlessly 
cheerful in all matters and 
can’t seem to find any “Zeus 
Energy” to advance the small-
government/pro-family phi-
losophy he claims to hold dear. 
There seems to be no fight in 
him.

 Former President Barack 
Obama has also doubled the 
national debt and also cre-
ated a new entitlement (The 
Affordable Care Act). Once 
again, Congressman Wittman 
is nowhere to be found when it 
comes to defending pro-family/
fiscal-conservative principles.

When it comes to selecting 
someone to serve as master of 
ceremonies at the upcoming 
Reagan Day Dinner, the Lan-
caster Republican Committee 
has done a disservice to the 
memory of Ronald Reagan in 
choosing Congressman Witt-
man.

 Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

Wrong choice

I have in the past restrained 
myself from responding to 
the troubling letters from a 
frequent contributor to your 
paper. However, I was at the 
same Indivisible meeting she 
referenced and must respond.

I'm sure no one at the meet-
ing thought for a moment 
that the writer agreed with 
the content of the meeting so 
she can be reassured on that 
point. I disagree on a number 
of her points but two stand 
out.

I have a difficult time 
squaring outreach to the Afri-
can-American community 
with the intent to "foment" 
division. And how sad that 
encouraging our young 
people to be stewards of our 
planet and respect nature is 
instead seen as nothing more 
than propaganda in order to 
"fear monger/brainwash" and 
"manipulate.” 

The writer would be well-
advised to mute her inflam-
matory rhetoric.

I wonder if we attended the 
same meeting.

Tanya Bohlke,
White Stone

What meeting
did she attend?

From what has been 
learned to date, the budget 
that President Trump is pro-
posing sets a path of radical 
change. As such, its assump-
tions require as much scru-
tiny as its proposed funding 
levels.

The Chesapeake Bay is 
infrastructure that needs 
protection. The drastic cuts 
to EPA-funded programs 
to remediate pollution in 
the watersheds for the Bay 
and other major bodies of 
water would adversely affect 
important economic and 
public health interests. The 
cuts are short-sighted.

Our  national security 
depends more on diplo-
macy and soft power than 
on more nuclear weapons. 
The cuts to diplomatic and 
foreign assistance programs 
are misplaced. A better bal-
ance with more attention to 
priorities for meeting current 
challenges and in the new 
spheres for conflict must be 
found.

Depriving millions of 
Americans of health care 
while granting a $600 billion 
tax break to the top two per-
cent is not a sound way to fix 
the problems in the Afford-
able Care Act. Congress is 
off to a bad start.

Limiting Center for Dis-
ease Control resources to 
fight pandemics is short-
sighted. As the climate 
changes, the risks from 
the spread of new viruses 
with devastating impacts 
increases. CDC funding is 
critical for containment of 
those risks.

Cutting funding for the 
Coast Guard in favor of the 
wall on our Mexican border 
is at odds with any sound 
analysis of our homeland 
security challenges. The 
Coast Guard has a critical 
role both in deterring illegal 
immigration and interdicting 
drugs.

Our nation's founders con-
ceived the Congress as a 
deliberative body. There are 
many talented and experi-
enced people in Congress, 
including Congressman Wit-
tman. Examining closely 
whether the president's pro-
posed budget sets a coher-
ent course for protection and 
furtherance of vital national 
interests is a task worthy of 
their talents.

It remains to be seen 
whether Congressman Wit-
tman will do his part. The 
voters in the Northern Neck 
need to be watching.

Tal Day,
Heathsville

Keep an eye
on Congress

I keep thinking about that 
saying, “Be careful what you 
wish for.”

Ever since the Affordable 
Care Act was passed there 
has been endless propaganda 
against it and Republicans 

Will new health
care bill be any
better than ACA?

have vowed to replace it with 
something better. Pre-existing 
conditions still OK. But wait a 
minute, will insurance compa-
nies be restrained on how much 
they charge for that? Vouchers, 
who gets the most? The people 
with the most dough already. 
Insurance costs will go up 
dramatically as you get older. 
Doesn’t sound so great to me.

To make a health insurance 
plan work for many it needs 
young and healthy people to 
join it. Grumble, grumble say 
some. But people grow old 
and many end up very ill. The 
Republican plan will affect 
Medicare the most. Some of us 
may have good insurance for 
ourselves but you never know 
when some other family mem-
bers may need help. Further-
more, we need to help all our 
citizens become healthier just 
as most advanced countries 
have to do. People are natural 
resources as well.

The Republicans want to 
rush their bill through Con-
gress before the Budget Office 
gives an estimate of how much 
it would cost. I suspect because 
it is not going to be one bit 
cheaper than the ACA.

Health care is complicated 
but it would be worth your time 
to take a good look at what is 
being offered. And remember 
this love affair with vouchers is 
one to watch. Are Social Secu-
rity and Medicare next? All 
this does not sound much like 
what the president said would 
happen, does it?

Mary L. Lay,
Irvington

The Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) is 
funded by the federal govern-
ment which has guidelines 
for maintaining bridges and 
identifies conditions where 
a bridge becomes a funding 
candidate. The Norris Bridge 
qualifies for replacement 
funding due to its poor suffi-
ciency rating and since 1991 
has qualified because of this 
rating.

If local leadership and 
the first families of Virginia 
wanted things to change that 
bridge would be replaced. 
The Lancaster board of 
supervisors has endorsed 
formal resolutions for 
replacement since 2007. It is 
up to our mayors, senators, 
congressman and delegates 
to work the system. Failing 
their ability to affect change, 
a Norris Bridge advisory 
board should be appointed, 
as was done in 1993 when 
the push to replace the Norris 
Bridge first began in earnest. 
Consultants to engage VDOT 
would be facilitated through 
this board. 

Lack of investment in 
a replacement bridge is a 
community Vision state-
ment demonstrating an anti-
growth sentiment not unlike 
going to a professional job 
interview in a soup stained 
tie or see through blouse.  

Without a new bridge the 
Northern Neck will be in 10 

Appoint a bridge
advisory board

years, as it is now, in a state 
of decline.

We love our seniors but a 
demographic where 31% of 
the population is 65+ is a 
community in decline; very 
few instances of a vibrant 
economy in a community 
with this many seniors. 
Retirees pay very little state 
tax and have different priori-
ties than a younger popula-
tion who need jobs and have 
children. Likewise, a hospi-
tal can not survive on Medi-
care reimbursements. 

We need jobs and an edu-
cated, youthful population so 
there is tax revenue.

Replacing that bridge is 
the lynchpin to viability for 
the Northern Neck. If the 
right people wanted a new 
bridge, it would happen.

Susan Lovelady,
White Stone

The U.S. Marines in March 
2017 will get some presump-
tive service connected health/
disability for the water con-
tamination at Camp Lejeune, 
N.C. Most of the eight listed 
illnesses/diseases are related 
to cancer.

Many Marines and some of 
their family members have 
died not knowing how their 
illness/disease was obtained. 
The water contamination was 
from leaks of underground 
gasoline/diesel tanks and 
dry gleaning plant fluids. 
The contamination had been 
going on since the 1950s. The 
wells were closed down in 
1987. There are many other 
illnesses not yet approved; 
however, this is a start.

The date of 1987 is very 
important as compared to 
civilian water contamina-
tion. The recent Flint, Mich., 
water contamination was 
resolved quickly from 2014-
2016. At Camp Lejeune the 
highest level of contamina-
tion was 3,400 times the 
U.S. government safe water 
standards. So it has taken 
decades for Marines who 
were poisoned to get health 
care and some disability.

Every politician will tell 
you that they love our vet-
erans. I question this love. 
Especially if you compare 
the Flint water contamina-
tion to Camp Lejeune water 
contamination. The killing 
of our U.S. Marines is still 
going on and the U.S. gov-
ernment has not stepped up 
to the plate.

This is a quote from the 
Herald-Tribune in Florida 
on January 31, 2017: “And, 
so, 30 years after the pollu-
tion was contained and two 
decades after the plight of 
Marines and their families 
were brought to the attention 
of a cross section of Ameri-
cans, some automatic relief 
will be available. But this 
overdue development does 
not overshadow the fact that, 
for too long, our nation was 
unfaithful to the Marines of 
Camp Lejeune.”

Ernie Reymer,
Callao

A nation unfaithful

Valentine’s Day is a month 
gone and I’ve yet to find a 
sweetheart.

The issue might very well 
be that I’m focusing on the 
wrong holiday to hook a 
keeper.

With the luck of the Irish, I 
just might find a leprechaun, 
gain his trust and a wish or 
three. 

Irish legend says people 
lucky enough to find a lep-
rechaun and capture him can 
negotiate his freedom for his 
treasure. Leprechauns are 
able to grant the person three 
wishes.

I’m wishin’ first for a lass 
and second and third some 
huggin’ and kissin’.

I’d kiss the Blarney Stone 
for an Irish lass to share St. 
Patrick’s Day (March 17).

As I hear, Irish gals are 
fiercely independent, intel-
ligent, shorter than average, 
kind-hearted, passionate, 
loyal and feisty.

They’re known for bad 
tempers, good looks, red 
hair, ivory skin, low body 
temperature, fancy dancin’ 
and good cookin’. 

It helps if they can fly a 
kite, chug a beer, chop wood, 
shoot pool and play a musi-
cal instrument.

They love a bargain, they 
can’t take a compliment, 
they’ve got the craic and 
they’re downright irresistible 
in green.

According to legend, it’s 
customary to wear green on 
St. Patrick’s Day because 
it makes you invisible to 
leprechauns, who will pinch 
anyone they spot not wearing 
green. 

It’s also the respectable 
thing to do in honor of 
St. Patrick and Ireland. If 
you don’t wear green, you 
deserve to get pinched.

Ireland is called the Emer-
ald Isle because of its lush, 
green countryside.

And St. Patrick got green 
fingers from using three-leaf 
clovers, native to Ireland, to 
illustrate the Trinity. Think 
shamrock.

Craic is a Gaelic word, 
loosely translated as a term 
for news, gossip, fun, enter-
tainment and enjoyable con-
versation. 

Kissing the Blarney Stone, 
some say, will give you the 
power of eloquent and per-
suasive speech. Others add it 
will bring you good luck.

Hence the saying “Kiss 
me, I’m Irish” evolved as the 
next best thing to kissing the 
Blarney stone.

The chances of me land-
ing an Irish gal, however 
slim, are still greater than 
me going to Blarney Castle, 
8 kilometers (5 miles) from 
Cork, Ireland, and kissing the 
stone.

Irish or not, just kiss me. 
It’s bound to bring us both a 
little luck.
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Larry Carey
910.515.7431

J &
 L Treasures

Jack Field  
804.724.0808

careylarryva65@gmail.com or golfingjack@hotmail.com

2667 White Chapel Rd
Lively

Treasures from the 1800s to present. 
Furniture, home decor, nautical and so much more!

STORE HOURS
FRI. 8AM-1PM 

SUN.10AM-3PM

10% OFF with this Ad
OFFER VALID ONLY AT WHITE CHAPEL ROAD LOCATION

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Celebrate Ross’s 43rd Anniversary 
& Stack up the Savings

20% Off Storewide*
March 16 -18

*some exclusions apply

Ross’s Rings and Things

Kilmarnock’s Exclusive Antwerp Diamond Dealer

LAST

3 DAYS!

Do you remember?
The 1967 Lancaster High School cheerleaders, from left, are 
(front row) Linda Reynolds; (next row) Frances Patterson, 
Phyllis Colombaro and Jane Haydon; (next row) Julie Davis, 
Betty Lou Garrett, Nancy Johnson and Vickie Gillespie. “Do 
you remember?” is a public service of the museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the March 17, 

1927, issue of the Rappahannock 
Record)

Irvington
Prof. and Mrs. E. W. Ven-

ning of Richmond were visiting 
friends here last weekend.

Mrs. S. Buchan entertained 
the members of the Tuesday 
Club and their husbands last 
week at a rook party. Mrs. W. 
L. Bellows will entertain in the 
same manner this week.

Prof. and Mrs. D. B. Webb 
spent the weekend with the lat-
ter’s parents in Middlesex.

Mr. Carroll Thomas spent 
some time recently with his 
family here.

Mr. R. H. Rilee of Baltimore 
visited his parental home here 
last Sunday.

Miss Leah Burke has returned 
from a visit to Baltimore.

Mrs. Wallace Smith and 
daughter, Lois, are spending the 
week in Fredericksburg.

Miss Kate George of Bertrand 
is visiting her sister, Mrs. A. 
James.

Prof. George Valden and 

family of Baltimore were week-
end guests in the same home. 

Mr. C. L. Brewington spent 
several days this week with his 
family here.

Captain A. J. Hamilton and 
Mr. Walter Garret were in Rich-
mond on business last week.

Steamer Estelle Sinks 
After Striking Wreck

The steamer Estelle, loaded 
with coal, sunk Tuesday near 
Cape Charles. The steamer 
struck the wreck of a barge that 
went down a few weeks ago in 
a storm and is in about 19 feet 
of water. It is said that there was 
no buoy or anything to indicate 
the wreck, the highest point of 
which was but four feet from the 
surface.

 The Estelle nearly passed over 
the large wreck and struck near 
the stern where she was held fast. 
A tug was dispatched and unsuc-
cessful efforts were made to free 
the steamer throughout the day, 
but finally late in the afternoon 
the boat began to take in water 
faster than the pumps could 
pump it out. The boat in distress 

settled gradually by the head 
and suddenly tore loose from the 
wreck and dived, bow first, to the 
bottom.

Millenbeck
Mrs. J. E. Blakemore, Otto-

man, recently visited friends in 
Norfolk and Portsmouth.

W. H. Smith, Millenbeck, 
S. O. Towles, Merry Point left 
on steamer Saturday night for 
Norfolk to purchase seed Irish 
potatoes.

W. P. East, who has been 
assisting his father here the past 
winter in his grocery, returned to 
Norfolk Saturday night to take 
up the work there that he was 

doing when he came here.
Mrs. George Emlaw Lewis 

remains with her mother at 
Saluda, who has been ill; how-
ever, last reports are that she is 
now improving, we are glad to 
say.

The Ottoman and Litwalton 
schools have arranged through 
their patrons and the school 
League to continue their schools 
for the full nine-month term.

The Ottoman School League 
will have a oyster supper Friday 
evening.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Sen. Ryan McDougle will 
speak Sunday, March 19, 
at the 20th annual Reagan 
Day Dinner at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club near 
Kilmarnock. McDougle is 
the chairman of the Virginia 
Senate Republican Caucus. 

The dinner is sponsored by 
the Lancaster County Repub-
lican Committee and honors 
the legacy of the 40th U.S. 
President, Ronald Reagan. 
The event will begin with a 
social hour at 5:30 p.m. A 
buffet dinner will be served 
at 7 p.m. 

Bishop E. W. Jackson of 
Chesapeake will offer the 
invocation and make addi-
tional remarks. Jackson was 
the 2013 Republican nomi-
nee for lieutenant governor 
and is the founder of Staying 
True to America’s National 
Destiny, a faith-based orga-

Sen. McDougle will speak at 20th Reagan Day Dinner

Sen. Ryan McDougle Bishop E. W. Jackson

nization.
The featured speaker will 

be Frank J. Donatelli, chair-
man of the Reagan Ranch 
board of governors. 

Rep. Rob Wittman, Del. 
Margaret Ransone and can-
didates for statewide office 

in the June primary also will 
speak. John Whitbeck, chair-
man of the Republican Party 
of Virginia, also will attend.

“The committee is proud 
to have Sen. McDougle join 
us at our 20th annual Reagan 
Day Dinner,” said chair-

man Susan Clingan. “We 
welcome all the candidates 
for statewide office in the 
Republican primary who will 
attend our dinner.”

Primary candidates sched-
uled to appear include Corey 
Stewart, candidate for gov-
ernor; Sen. Bryce Reeves, 
Del. Glenn Davis and Sen. 
Jill Vogel, candidates for 
lieutenant governor. Chuck 
Smith, a candidate for attor-
ney general, also will appear. 

Pete Snyder, campaign 
chairman for Republican 
gubernatorial candidate Ed 
Gillespie, will speak on 
behalf of Gillespie. There 
will also be a surrogate 
speaker for attorney general 
candidate John Adams. 

The dinner fee is $60 per 
person. For reservations, call 
Clingan, 436-5749.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

The 2017 General Assembly session 
adjourned nearly two weeks ago and I am 
so happy to be home surrounded by my 
family and friends.

I am proud to report that so far the gov-
ernor has signed into law four of my seven 
bills that passed the House and Senate. 
The status of all of my legislation can be 
found at virginiageneralassembly.gov.

Undoubtedly, our most important task of 
the 2017 session was amending the Com-
monwealth's two-year state budget and I'm 
proud to report that the House and Senate 
passed a conservative, responsible and bal-
anced budget that does not include any tax 
or fee increases. 

Through many Republican-led initia-
tives and conservative budgeting, we 
were able to take significant steps toward 
strengthening Virginia’s economy, improv-
ing our education system and charting a 
responsible fiscal course for the future by 
investing in the core functions of govern-
ment.

As we continue to offer a positive gov-
erning vision for the Commonwealth, 
public education continues to be one of 
the most important topics that is addressed 
each year and we are committed to main-
taining and improving Virginia’s strong 
K-12 system. Despite the budget shortfall, 
we were able to build on our 2016 invest-

ments and further promote flexibility for 
local schools by sending an additional 
$191 million, or 35% of lottery funds back 
to localities with no strings attached. Addi-
tionally, we’ve secured $32 million for a 
2% teacher pay raise, with no local match 
required, effective February 2018.

Ultimately, the counties in the 99th Dis-
trict will receive nearly $154 million in 
funding from the Commonwealth in 2017 
and 2018.

My House Bill 1727, which provides 
that under certain circumstances North-
ern Neck school divisions are not subject 
to the prohibition against hiring school 
division employees who are related to 
a member of the school board, along 
with continued educational reforms, will 
improve access to a quality education and 
be a key driver in the long-term economic 
success of our region.

Although the 46-day regular session of 
the 2017 General Assembly has adjourned, 
we will reconvene April 5 to consider the 
governor’s vetoes and recommendations.

I am truly honored to represent the 99th 
District and strive to make Virginia a better 
place to live, work and raise a family. 

Contact my office, 698-1099, or delm-
ransone@house.virginia.gov with ques-
tions or concerns related to state govern-
ment.

I attended the February 24 meeting of Indivisible. I would 
like to comment on and refute some of the charges made in 
a recent letter.

I did not hear anyone “demonize Trump as a war monger” 
nor did I hear anyone say, “We control elections in the First 
and Fifth Districts.” With respect to “manipulating” and 
“brainwashing” kids to care for the environment, it seems 
only responsible to educate our children about issues such as 
climate change, executive orders that allow coal companies 
to dump waste into streams, and budgets that would reduce 
the amount spent on restoring the Chesapeake Bay from $73 
million to $5 million. 

If kids then want to become “Planet Protectors,” I am all 
for it.

I usually don't bother to read letters from this particular 
individual since she is well known for statements such as 
“We have the chance to fight this battle at the ballot box 
before we have to resort to the bullet box.” 

However, I could not let these erroneous allegations about 
the Indivisible meeting go unchallenged.

Ellen Tracey
Iberis

Erroneous allegations

YOUR LETTERS

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com
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Join us in a discussion about preparing your home for sale,  
how to select a realtor and the current state of the housing market.

Presented by 
Emily Carter, Jim & Pat Carter Real Estate, Inc. 

David Dew, Isabel K. Horsley Real Estate 
Sandra Hargett, Coldwell Banker Chesapeake Bay Properties 

Travis Powell, Select Properties of Virginia 
Henry Lane Hull, Commonwealth Antiques and Appraisals, Inc.

Tuesday, March 21, 2017  RWC Auditorium, 2:00 pm
Our Solution Seminar Series is sponsored by Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury for our residents  

and the greater community. All presentations are followed by complimentary refreshments.
RSVP by March 20th, 2017  Reservations are required due to space limitations 

Call (804) 438-4175 or email: info@rw-c.org

Solution Seminar Series 2017
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury’s 

“REALTOR ROUNDTABLE”

Packaging Solutions

WHITE STONE—White 
Stone is moving forward with 
its public sewer project. 

Council voted unanimously, 
5-0, following a 15-minute 
closed session last Wednesday, 
to have town manager Patrick 
Frere and mayor Randy Reeves 
execute a contract to purchase 
property on which to locate the 
sewer’s wastewater treatment 
plant. 

Councilman William Hub-
bard made the motion to have 
Frere and Reeves begin the 
contract process to purchase a 
19.483-acre tract just outside of 
town limits on Mosquito Point 
Road for $250,000. Addition-
ally, the motion stated some 
$120,000 of town funds “shall 

White Stone council pursues site
 for wastewater treatment plant

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi be used for this purpose, all to 
be subject to contingencies set 
forth in the agreement of sale.”

The public sewer is part of 
phase I of a town rehabilitation 
and renovation project, funded 
in part by a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant, along 
with other state and federal 
grant and loan programs. 

Blair Kenyon seconded 
Hubbard’s motion with Hub-
bard, Kenyon, Paul Elbourn, 
Irving Brittingham and new 
councilman Ran Reeves 
voting in favor. Council mem-
bers Drew Hubbard and Kelli 
Blankenship were absent. 

The town is purchasing the 
land from Bling Bling LLC. 
According to the State Cor-
poration Commission web-
site, the registered agent for 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Town Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 
March 20, at the Town Hall, 
1 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock. 

The agenda will include com-
mittee reports, discussion of 
the Town Centre Park and the 
budget for fiscal year 2017-18. 

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission for Lan-
caster County will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight, March 16, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

A public hearing will be con-
ducted on an application for a 
change in zoning district clas-
sification from general agricul-
tural to limited commercial sub-
mitted by Connie K. and Henry 
M. Jett. The .763-acre parcel 
at 10639 Mary Ball Road near 
Brookvale is the site of Con-
nie’s Florist, an authorized, non-
conforming use.

Hearings also will be held on 
proposed amendments to the sub-
division ordinance. The amend-
ments would require notations 
on final plats stating, “An undis-
turbed and vegetated 100-foot 
wide buffer area must be retained. 
Development in the RPA is lim-
ited to water dependent facilities 
or redevelopment.”

Also, “On site sewage treat-
ment systems must be pumped 
out every 5 years.”

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
and board of supervisors will 
hold a joint budget meeting at 
5 p.m. Thursday, March 23, at 
the school board office, 2172 
Northumberland Highway, 
Lottsburg. 

Superintendent Dr. Holly 
Wargo will present the school 
board’s 2017-18 budget request 
totaling $17.7 million.

The Agenda
Local Government News

the company is David Nova of 
White Stone. 

The parcel, currently used as 
farmland, is adjacent to farm-
land on the right, woods on the 
back part of the property and 
Hodges Lane to the left with 
homes across the road. 

According to Frere, public 
utilities is an accepted use 
for the property and the town 
would have to obtain zoning 
and building permits from 
the county with the required 
buffers around the treatment 
plant. 

Prior to last Wednesday’s 
special meeting of council, 
there was a management team 
meeting to discuss contract 
bids for the first three houses 
in the rehab project. According 
to Frere, construction at the 
homes should begin by early 
April. 

Follow Us  
@RappRecord


