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February footprints
Beachcombers left their prints in the sand at Hughlett Point Natural Area Preserve last weekend as the mercury 
climbed into the 60s. Springlike weather is expected to continue at least through this weekend, offering more 
perfect weather for a hike. The 204-acre preserve on Dividing Creek and the Chesapeake Bay is near the end of 
Balls Neck Road, about a 15 minute drive from Kilmarnock. The preserve is owned and managed by the Virginia 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. A 1.8-mile out and back trail includes two observation 
platforms on the wetlands. Photo by Less Hawkins

Red Devils win conference championship
All eyes are on Lancaster’s TJ Frisby who goes up for a shot in last Wednesday’s Conference #43 
tournament semifinal game against Colonial Beach. The Red Devils beat the Drifters, 62-49, and went 
on to defeat Essex, 77-69, Saturday to win the conference championship and a home berth in this week’s 
Region 1A East tournament. More coverage appears on page C1. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

LANCASTER—A request from the 
Lancaster County Emergency Man-
agement Services (EMS) department 
to build a $3 million facility topped the 
list for Capital Improvement Projects 
(CIP) at last week’s planning commis-
sion meeting.

The request accounted for 75% of 
the $4,191,000 total in requests for 
fiscal year 2018.

EMS chief Terry McGregor intro-
duced draft plans for an 11,574-square-
foot facility to be built on county-
owned property at Mary Ball and 

Pinkardsville roads. It would feature 
a one-bay garage with a building 
composed of some 30 rooms, includ-
ing six sleeping quarters, three full 
bathrooms, exercise facilities, train-
ing room, kitchen and dining areas, 
radio room, conference room, several 
offices, a number of storage rooms and 
an outside patio. 

While the plans are still being for-
mulated, McGregor told commission 
members the facility already has the 
approval of county supervisors. 

After the meeting, board of supervi-
sors chairman and liaison to the plan-
ning commission Bill Lee clarified that 

an EMS facility is still in the planning 
process and not yet approved.

“We’ve (supervisors) said we’re 
not going to use the Family Maternity 
Center,” said Lee.

Under McGregor and EMS liaison 
supervisor Wally Beauchamp, the 
EMS Department has grown from five 
professionals to 35, which includes 20 
full-time and 15 part-time. McGregor 
noted the department is growing at 6% 
a year and is taking over more service 
hours from the volunteer squads in 
Upper Lancaster and Kilmarnock.

While the county only operates one 
rescue unit, McGregor also requested a 

RICHMOND—Staff attorneys for 
the State Corporation Commission 
issued a report recently saying an 
underwater route for electric cables 
across the Rappahannock River is a 
viable alternative to new towers and 
should be considered.

The SCC staff report calls on 
Dominion to evaluate the cost, reli-
ability and environmental implica-
tions of the four alternate proposals 
included in a citizen’s lawsuit against 
the company as well as a fifth varia-
tion contained in the staff report. Each 
of the proposals is a variation of a 
cable installation by a combination of 
underwater drilling and trenching into 
the riverbed. 

“This report issued…by the State 
Corporation Commission staff is a 
game changer,” said attorney Michael 
York, who represents Willaby’s res-
taurant owner William Barnhardt, 
who filed the lawsuit in 2015. 

Barnhardt’s lawsuit put a halt to 
Dominion’s plan to erect 10 new 
towers across a 2.1-mile span down-
river from the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge. Previously, the 
electric company bypassed the SCC, 

claiming the project was routine 
maintenance and did not need SCC 
approval. Lancaster County supervi-
sors complained that Dominion had 
not been forthcoming with informa-
tion on the project and joined Barn-
hardt and the Save the Rappahannock 
Coalition in opposition to the towers. 

“We’ve said all along that the towers 
are a bad plan,” York said. “Now, the 
staff agrees that our proposal may 
be less costly and deserves serious 
consideration. It also affirms the tes-
timony of our expert, a 30-year elec-
tric cable industry veteran who dem-
onstrated how an underwater option 
would be more reliable, efficient and, 
believe it or not, significantly less 
costly than the towers. Dominion has 
used this type of underwater installa-
tion for numerous distribution lines, 
including a two-mile crossing of the 
Rappahannock near Tappahannock,” 
York added.

“We are currently reviewing the 
staff’s report and testimony and look 
forward to submitting our rebuttal by 
March 2,” said Dominion senior com-
munications specialist Daisy Pridgen.

A related public hearing is set at 9 
a.m. March 15 at the Tyler Building, 
1300 East Main Street, Richmond.

Lancaster County EMS seeks new $3 million facility
by Audrey Thomasson

SCC wants Dominion to 
consider 5 alternatives to 
towers at Norris Bridge

by Audrey Thomasson

new Advanced Life Support Response 
vehicle for $85,000.

“We’ve had to move the request up 
one year due to stress from the vehicle 
being parked outside,” he said.

Commission members Robert Smart 
and David Chupp both commended 
McGregor on his presentation.
Other requests

Planning and land use director Don 
Gill said the county is asking for its 
third installment of $500,000 for 
development of public access to the 
water; $47,109 for a new heating, ven-
tilation and air conditioning system for 
the County Administration Building; 
and $38,130 for a compact tractor and 
loader. The county also is requesting 
$45,686 to replace  accounting system 
software and hardware.

The Mary Ball Washington Museum 

requested $28,000 to complete renova-
tions on two museum buildings, the 
old jail and the clerk’s office.

The Lancaster school division 
requested a new school bus for 
$89,000, and a $25,000 match should 
it receive a school security grant from 
the state. Operations director John 
Mann said any new security cameras 
could easily be transferred to new 
school facilities when they are built.

In other business, planners voted 
to recommend supervisors approve 
zoning ordinance amendments to Arti-
cle 8—commercial district C-1; Arti-
cle 8A—commercial limited district 
C-2, and Article 9—industrial limited 
district M-1. The proposed changes 
provide for uniformity in modifica-
tions of permitted uses, height regula-
tions and setbacks.
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RAL Studio Gallery
19 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially 
supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Peoples Community Bank 
Is Now Hiring!

Branch Manager – Warsaw Branch

Consumer Loan Processor – Home Office Montross

Electronic Payment Specialist – Home Office Montross

All three of  these open positions are full time and have a  
full assortment of  benefits: medical, dental, vision, life, vacation,  

sick time, personal time, ongoing training.

If  you are a Banking Professional and unhappy with the direction of  
your bank, come talk to us.  Rediscover what it is like to work with  

a real community bank… Peoples Community Bank.

APPLY: Please email resume in PDF format only to  
rphelps@peoplescommunitybank.biz 

Peoples Community Bank is an equal opportunity employer, Member FDIC.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster Middle School 
eighth-graders are making 
strides in improving their edu-
cation. 

The students took their first 
round of Standards of Learn-
ing tests in January and had 
much to celebrate. 

“We take a total of 17 tests 
at the middle school and 
we just got through our first 
round,” said middle school 
principal Jessica Davis. 

Davis on February 14 
reported students achieved 
a pass rate in both civics 
and economics, and science, 
showing much improvement 
from last year. 

The overall pass rate for 
civics and economics is 91%, 
up 44% from this time last 
year and the overall pass rate 
for science is 75%, up 21% 
from this time last year, she 
said. Davis indicated the pass 
rate for the state for both sub-
jects is 70%. 

“We were super excited, the 
kids were extremely motivated 
and proud of themselves. 
They worked really hard and 
we asked them what made 
the difference and they said 
they studied. They had great 
instruction and their teachers 
did a great job,” said Davis. 

“They all cheered each 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Irvington White 
Stone Rotary Club recently 
announced the 27th Annual Bay 
Seafood Festival will be held 
this year on Saturday, Octo-
ber 21, at Camp Kekoka, 1083 
Boys Camp Road, Kilmarnock. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Animal Welfare League of the 
Northern Neck will offer a 50% 
spay/neuter rebate program in 
recognition of Spay Day USA 
and World Spay Day on Tuesday, 
February 28.

The rebate program applies 
from February 28 through March 
22 to permanent residents of Lan-
caster, Northumberland, Rich-
mond and Westmoreland coun-
ties, reported president Judith 
Harvell. All spays and neuters 
must be done on and between 
these dates.

The 50% rebate program, not 
to exceed $50 per animal, applies 
to dogs and cats, said Harvell. 
The rebate applies only to steril-
ization surgery charges. No other 
services are covered.

No forms need to be filled out. 
Owners just make an appoint-
ment with the veterinarian of 
their choice, pay the bill and then 
send proof of payment (paid bill) 
to the Animal Welfare League, 
P. O. Box 975, White Stone, VA 
22578 postmarked no later than 
April 7, 2017. No rebates will be 
honored after this date. 

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town Council will 
meet at 7 p.m. Monday, February 27, at Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

The agenda will include committee reports and voting on a 
reimbursement resolution related to finances for the Town Centre 
Park.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster County Board of 
Supervisors will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, February 23, at the 
County Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster.

Supervisors will consider an application to rezone 8.761 acres 
at 155 Fleets Bay Road, Kilmarnock, from residential to general 
agriculture, A-2. Carolyn Quinn of Dug-in Farms LLC plans to 
raise hogs on the property.

The agenda includes a monthly report from the Virginia 
Department of Transportation and consideration of a revised ser-
vice agreement and resolution with the Middle Peninsula Juve-
nile Detention Center. 

A closed session is scheduled for discussion of legal matters.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster County School Board 
will hold a public hearing Thursday, March 2, on the proposed 
$16.3 million school budget for fiscal year 2017-18. The hearing 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the LCPS Annex, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The draft represents an estimated $272,306 decrease. 

CLARAVILLE—The Northumberland County School 
Board will hold a second work session Monday, February 27, on 
a proposed fiscal year 2017-18 working budget of $18.6 million.

The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. in the school board office, 
2172 Northumberland Highway, Lottsburg. 

The draft represents an estimated $1.8 million increase.

WHITE STONE—The White Stone Town Council will 
hold its third and final public hearing for input on a block grant 
application at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 2, in the Town Hall, 433 
Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 

According to town manager Patrick Frere, council is seek-
ing comments and ideas for a business/downtown revitalization 
project. The town did not receive Department of Housing and 
Community  Development funding for the project in 2016 and is 
reapplying for a Community Development Block Grant. 

Council also will discuss filling a vacancy on the town council 
left by the passing of Joe Sliakis. Council will have to appoint a 
qualified candidate to the seat until a special election can be held. 
According to Frere, he has advertised for applicants. 

Council also will set the dates and times for town vehicle tag 
sales, he said.

School board agenda covers test
scores, budget issues and outreach

by Madison White Franks

Folks gather on the pier at Camp Kekoka during a prior Bay Seafood festival event.

KIWS Rotary announces new
date for Bay Seafood Festival

“We are hoping that moving 
the Bay Seafood Festival to 
Saturday will draw even more 
boaters, locals and visitors. 
Additionally, the move to Octo-
ber will allow the cooler fall 
temperatures to further enhance 
the KIWS Rotary signature 
event,” said event chairman and 
Rotarian Mat Terry. 

 Nicknamed “Party with a 

Purpose” and sponsored by the 
KIWS Rotary Foundation, the 
Bay Seafood Festival has been 
donating the net proceeds to 
charities for the past 26 years, 
said Terry.

The festival has become one 
of the area’s signature events, 
offering “all-you-can-eat” food 
choices, entertainment and 
refreshments, he added.AWL begins

spay/neuter 
rebate program

The Agenda
Local Government News

 Bridge project
Preparation work continues for an upcoming $12.8 million 

painting project on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge’s 
three center spans. The project contractor has started installation 
of the platform system required to paint the bridge.

Traffic will be reduced to one lane from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. at least 
through Saturday, February 25. Motorists can expect delays of 10 
to 15 minutes around 7 a.m. as workers set up the work zone and 
temporary traffic control equipment. Motorists can anticipate 
delays of approximately 5 minutes for the remainder of the day.

 E.C.H.O. Shelter
The Essex County Homeless Organization (E.C.H.O.) will 

open its doors to overnight guests through March 1. Bay Transit 
will provide free round-trip transportation to and from the shelter 
from four Tappahannock locations.

The schedule is Essex Square, pick up 5:50 p.m., return 7:10 
a.m.; Food Lion, pick up 5:55 p.m., return 7:05 a.m.; Walmart, 
pick up 6 p.m., return 7 a.m.; Tappahannock Town Center, pick 
up 6:05 p.m., return 6:55 a.m.; and E.C.H.O Shelter, pick up 
6:30 p.m., return 6:30 a.m.

NEWS BREAKS

other on and really motivated 
each other,” she said. 

She said six kids passed for 
the first time ever and 10 kids 
passed for the second time. 
Budget work

The school also set a public 
hearing on the 2017-18 school 
budget for 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 2, at the LCPS 
Annex at 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Budget and finance direc-
tor Whitney Barrack said 
the draft budget now totals 
$16,319,157. The draft rep-
resents a $272,306 decrease 
from the current year’s budget.

The estimated expenditures 
show a 1.5% salary increase 
plus a step for teachers, 
which Barrack indicated is 
regionally competitive and a 
proposed 3% increase for all 
other staff.

Projected revenues show 
a $73,322 decrease in state 
funding, a $79,739 decrease 
in federal funding, a $12,736 
decrease in local funding and 
a decrease in other funding in 
the amount of $104,807. 

“This is the best prepared 
budget that I have seen,” said 
board member Robert Smart.
Other issues

Superintendent Steve Parker 
informed the board that Febru-
ary is school board apprecia-
tion month and recognized all 
board members with a certifi-
cate of appreciation from the 

Virginia School Board Asso-
ciation. 

“We truly appreciate all their 
efforts, especially now when 
we are under intense scrutiny 
with the school improvement 
efforts. This is a thankless job 
because we can’t make every-
one happy but these fine folks 
do everything that they do 
with the best interest of our 
students in mind,” said Parker. 

Chairman Bob Westbrook 
said the board will host the 
Virginia School Board Asso-
ciation Regional Spring Net-
work Forum Wednesday, 
March 1, at Tides Inn. The 
spring forum gives school 
board members and superin-
tendents the opportunity to 
meet their colleagues from 
across the region, he said. 

“The regional special edu-
cation program director has 
asked Lancaster county if they 
could participate in Project 
Lifesaver,” said Westbrook. 
“Project Lifesaver is done 
through the sheriff ’s depart-
ment and it allows individuals 
who need to be monitored for 
their location, it allows that to 
happen. 

For example, an adult with 
dementia or anyone that could 
wander off and not know how 
to get back. There is a fear that 
our younger students could 
get away, so we are hoping 
that we can have [this project] 
happen,” he said. 
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE
23rd OYSTER ROAST

Fundraiser
WHEN: Saturday March 4, 2017
 2:00-5:00 P.M.

LOCATION: *Little River Seafood’s Fish House
 Little Wicomico River, Virginia

TICKETS: Sales Limited to 300 Tickets
 $35.00 Per Person, Advance Sales
 $40.00 At The Door
 Children Under 10 FREE

INCLUDES: Raw and Steamed Oysters
 Clam Chowder
 Hot Dogs
 Soft Drinks, Coffee
 Beer Available at $3.00 per Cup
 Oyster Knives: $5.00
 Wine $4.00 per Serving

*Directions: From Burgess, proceed east on Rt. 360,  
 

Continue 1/2 mile to Little River Seafood Co.

SPONSORED BY:
LITTLE RIVER SEAFOOD

Tickets can be obtained online at  
smithpointsearesuce.com  

or from: LILIAN LUMBER HOME CENTER
JETT’S HARDWARE

GEORGE NOBLETT (Kilmarnock)
R.W.’S SPORT SHOP (Callao)

www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. Good for the month of February.

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

The Northern Neck Orchestra Presents

Music Director and Conductor Michael Repper

Brahms, Mahler, Schubert & Ravel
Brahms Tragic Overture

Mahler Songs of a Wayfarer
Soloist: Erin Wind, Mezzo Soprano

Schubert Unfinished Symphony

Ravel Bolero

Sunday March 19, 2017, 3:00 p. m. 
St. Clare Walker Middle School Theater
Locust Hill

Sunday March 26, 2017, 3:00 p.m.
Northumberland High School Theater
Heathsville

Tickets $25 
Online at: 
Northernneckorchestra.org or at the Door
Students Always Free With Online Reservation

Masters of the 
Romantic

1417 Tappahannock Blvd.
Tues. – Thurs. 10-5

804-443-2154

SEW HAPPY
Store Closing Sale

All in-stock fabrics and notions

30% OFF

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges 
against two individuals.
Misdemeanor

A Thrasher Court woman, 21, was 
charged February 15 with obstructing jus-
tice.
Feloney

Kurtis L. Kammeter, 40, of Reedville 
was charged February 16 with making a 
false statement on a firearm consent form.
Activity Report

February 13: Staff responded to the 
600 block of Newtown Road for a domes-
tic disturbance, and to the 100 block of 
Ocran Road for a domestic disturbance 
involving a weapon.

February 14: Staff responded to the 
100 block of Havenwood Lane for a bur-
glary, to the 300 block of Twin Branch 
Road for a suicidal subject, and to the 700 
block of James Wharf Road to investigate 
the theft of electronics and footwear.

February 15: Staff responded to the 
10900 block of Mary Ball Road to assist 
Virginia State Police (VSP) with the 
search of a stopped vehicle, to the 2200 
block of Merry Point Road for a burglary 
in progress which involved the theft of 
two handguns and electronics, to the 1100 
block of Regina Road for a violation of 
a protective order, to the 4300 block of 
Merry Point Road to investigate the theft 
of an Apple computer, and to Beach Road 
for a single-car traffic crash.

February 16: Staff responded to the 
8800 block of Mary Ball Road for vandal-
ism of a vehicle, to North Main Street to 
assist the Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) with a suspicious person, and to 
Sage Hill Road for suspicious activity at a 
vacant residence.

February 17: Staff responded to the 

1000 block of Windmill Point Road to 
investigate the theft of a memory card 
from a hunting camera, to the 5300 block 
of Mary Ball Road for a single-vehicle 
traffic crash, and to the 100 block of Rap-
pahannock Drive for the report of a single-
vehicle traffic crash.

February 18: Staff responded to the 
800 block of Rappahannock Drive for a 
trespasser, to the 800 block of Weems 

Road to investigate a burglary, to the 
300 block of Buzzards Neck Road for 
weapons being discharged, to the 13000 
block of River Road for the discovery of 
possible stolen merchandise, to the 3300 
block of Merry Point Road to investi-
gate an unattended death, and to the 200 
block of North Main Street for verbal 
threats.

February 19: Staff responded to 
Goodluck Road for a fight in progress, to 
a walk-in report of an assault that occurred 
at the 8800 block of Mary Ball Road, to 
the 800 block of Cox’s Farm Road for four 
wheelers damaging crops, to the 400 block 
of Old Orchard Road for a domestic dis-
turbance, to the area of Pinkardsville Road 
for a very loud ATV riding on the high-
way, and to the 7700 block of River Road 
for a report of stalking.

Staff also conducted 11 traffic stops, 
issued four summonses, assisted seven 
motorists, recorded two deer strike acci-
dents, handled a call for traffic control, 
investigated 12 building alarms, processed 
a mental health order, logged two inmate 
transports, received seven E911 hang-up 
calls, and fielded a call for animal control 
service.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 

Department responded to a utility pole fire 
on Hoecake Road, a vehicle fire on Regina 
Road, and a vehicle crash on Mary Ball 
Road.

The White Stone VFD responded to a 
fire/smoke alarm on Nunn Lane, a tree 
on power lines on Windmill Point Road, 
a traffic crash on Beach Road, and with 
Kilmarnock VFD to a stove fire on James 
Wharf Road.

The Kilmarnock VFD also responded to 
a vehicle crash on South Main Street.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster County Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s office came 
under fire during court on 
February 17 for typographi-
cal mistakes and in one case, 
the wrong classification of the 
charge.

“Does anyone ever proof-
read anything that gets handed 
to this court?” asked Lancaster 
County Circuit Court Judge R. 
Michael McKenney. “I don’t 
know how this gets by spell 
check.”

Judge McKenney’s com-
ments were made as he pre-
sided over the following cases.

Gregory Allen Pratt of 
Lively, charged with probation 
violation on four felony and 
two misdemeanor convictions, 
was discovered to be incarcer-
ated in South Carolina after 
a capias was issued when he 
failed to show up for a hearing 
date. Judge McKenney reset 
his trial date for March 24.

A misdemeanor charge 
against Amy Burgess Showl of 
White Stone was under a six 

month review. The judge set 
August 25 for the next review.

Monte Burnell Jackson of 
Weems pled guilty to posses-
sion of a controlled substance. 
In a plea deal, he was sen-
tenced to five years, all sus-
pended, and given two years 
of supervised probation. His 
driver’s license was restricted 
and he was ordered to attend a 
substance abuse program and 
pay restitution of $100 to Vir-
ginia State Police and fines and 
court costs totaling $550.

Kardis Maurice Davis of 
Weems pled guilty to posses-
sion of a controlled substance. 
In a plea deal, he was sen-
tenced to five years, all sus-
pended, given two years super-
vised probation and ordered to 
attend a substance abuse pro-
gram. His driver’s license was 
restricted and he was ordered 
to pay $100 restitution to Vir-
ginia State Police and pay fines 
and court costs totaling $853.

The trial of Andrea Kay 
Broughman of Topping on 
a charge of distribution of a 
schedule IV drug was delayed 
to 9 a.m. March 10 when she 

failed to appear. The judge 
told defense attorney Wayne 
Painter that it was his respon-
sibility to keep track of his 
client. Painter said that despite 
an extensive search, including 
on Facebook, he was unable to 
find his client and that the court 
clerk recently discovered she 
was incarcerated. 

“If you can’t find them on 
Facebook then you won’t find 
them,” said Judge McKenney.

The case against Deante 
Verdel Jones of Kilmarnock on 
a pre-trial violation of a felony 
charge was continued to March 
17 after Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jan Smith said he was 
not prepared to try the case.

Calvin Flanders Taylor III 
of Kilmarnock, charged with 
three second felony offenses 
of distribution of schedule I/II 
drugs, was set for trial at 9 a.m. 
May 12.

Jennifer George of White 
Stone, charged with six felo-
nies and five misdemeanors of 
credit card forgery, pled guilty 
to one felony charge in a plea 
deal. All the other charges 
were nolle prossed. Accord-

KILMARNOCK—Police 
chief Mike Bedell this week 
confirmed there have been four 
thefts of items from vehicles 
during the past month, includ-
ing three incidents last week.

The thefts took place between 

Town Centre Drive and School 
Street, said Bedell. In each 
incident, a suspect or suspects 
entered unlocked vehicles and 
confiscated valuables such as 
purses, cell phones and cash. 

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Patrick McCranie said the 
crimes occurred mostly in 

parking lots or behind busi-
nesses at night. 

Authorities have been suc-
cessful in recovering some items 
that were stolen, they said. 

The suspect or suspects 
are believed to be juvenile(s). 
Charges are pending, said 
Sheriff McCranie.

“The public needs to elimi-
nate crime of opportunity and 
it should start first with locking 
doors,” said Bedell. 

“Don’t leave your valuables 
on the front seat, put them in 
the trunk or take them with you 
wherever you go,” said Sheriff 
McCranie. 

Thieves hit unlocked vehicles in Kilmarnock
by Madison White Franks

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers seeks information regarding 
the recent theft of tools from a 
construction site.

On February 12, the Lancaster 

report of tools stolen from 314 
Bayview Lane, Kilmarnock.

This house is under renova-
tion. Stolen from the property 
were framing squares, ham-
mers, glue gun, extension cords, 
adjustable wrench, pliers and a 
case of nails. The value of the 
stolen goods was estimated at 
$340.

Report related information to 
Lancaster County Crime Solvers 
at 462-7463. You do not have 
to give your name or appear in 

-
dential.

Crime Solvers pays rewards 
up to $1,000.

CRIME
SOLVERS

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court convened February 
14, with the Hon. R. Michael 
McKenney presiding. 

Richard A. Bowen Jr. of 
Hague was found guilty of 
violating probation conditions 
regarding two previous felony 
convictions. As a result, his 
probation was suspended and 
he was ordered to serve one 
year and nine months.

The case of Milford S. Diggs 
of Burgess, charged with a 
felony probation violation, was 
continued for trial on February 
28. 

The case of Curt Dowdy of 
Farnham, charged with felony 
manufacturing a controlled 
substance, was not prosecuted 
at the time of trial. 

The case of John A. Gaskins 
of Lottsburg, charged with two 
felonies of object sexual pene-
tration by force and sexual bat-
tery by force, was continued to 

February 28. 
Earl J. Hutchinson of Callao, 

charged with felony selling or 
distributing a schedule I or II 
drug and manufacturing a con-
trolled substance, pled guilty 
to the selling and distribution 
charge and was sentenced to 
one year of supervised proba-
tion. The manufacturing charge 
was not prosecuted. Related 
show cause charges for not 
following pre-trial conditions 
were dismissed.

 The case of Michael E. Pre-
sley of Fairfax, charged with a 
felony of driving while intoxi-
cated, third offense, was con-
tinued to April 25. 

The case of Anthony Taylor 
of Heathsville, charged with 
destruction of property, was 
continued to February 28. 

William H. Wolfe IV of Glen 
Allen, charged with two misde-
meanor offenses of possessing 
schedule IV drugs and a proba-
tion violation, was sentenced 
to a community corrections 
program. 

The case of Christine Cirino 
of Haynesville, charged with a 
pretrial violation, was set for 
trial March 14. 

The case of Terrel P. Dick-
erson of Heathsville, charged 
with three felonies of entering 
a structure to commit assault 
and battery, failure to appear 
and a probation violation, was 
set for trial March 14. 

The case of Alvin O. Howard 
of Callao, charged with mis-
demeanor assault and battery 
against a family member and 
four felonies of strangulation, 
use of a firearm, abduction by 
force or intimidation and mali-
cious wounding, was set for 
trial June 7. 

The case of Jeremy L. 
Blackwell of Heathsville, 
charged with two misdemeanor 
offenses of entering a property 
to damage, and four felonies 
including two counts of grand 
larceny, one count of failure to 
appear, and one count of man-
ufacturing a controlled sub-
stance, was dismissed. 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Madison White Franks

by Audrey Thomasson ing to defense attorney Kenny 
Kunkle, George’s mother found 
the credit card and gave it to 
her daughter. In a plea deal, she 
was sentenced to five years, 
with all but seven months sus-
pended, two years supervised 
probation, mandated to attend 
a substance abuse program and 
ordered to pay $38 in restitu-
tion to Tri-Star supermarket.

Judge McKenney on Febru-
ary 10 rejected a plea deal for 
Christopher Ryan Brooks of 
Lancaster as being too lenient. 
Brooks is charged with felony 
grand larceny. Sentencing will 
now go before a different judge 
on March 24.

 Criminal justice
    scholarships

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Doc Lyons recently 
announced his office is accept-
ing applications for the 2017-
18 Virginia Sheriff’s Institute 
Scholarship Program. Appli-
cants must be permanent 
residents of Northumberland 
County and pursuing a major 
in the field of criminal justice.

For additional requirements 
and applications, call Sheriff 
Lyons, 580-5221. Scholarships 
will be awarded by the end of 
May. 

NEWS 
BREAK

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

The summer before my 10th birthday my 
parents took me to Jamestown, Yorktown 

and Williamsburg. We stayed at the Cham-
berlin Hotel in Old Point Comfort and one 
evening after touring Yorktown, we called for 
dinner at Nick’s Seafood Pavilion.

The restaurant was on the waterfront, across 
from the beach on the waterfront at Yorktown. 

The building was modern but the décor was 
strictly “Greek Revival.” I put that term in 
quotations because the proprietors were Nick 
and Mary Mathews, who had emigrated from 
their native Greece over 30 years earlier and 
settled in Yorktown where they entered the res-
taurant business. 

Nick and Mary were simultaneously 110% 
Greek and 120% American. They were truly 
proud of their heritage and equally in love with 
the new land of opportunity that had become 
their “homeland.” Entering the lobby of the 
restaurant, one encountered massive copies 
of ancient Greek statues, houseplants that had 
become trees after decades of Mary’s careful 
nurturing and mosaics depicting Greek nauti-
cal themes. Today some of that artwork deco-
rates the River Walk Restaurant across the 
road from the site of Nick’s, which is now a 
parking garage.

Nick and Mary were super patriots and they 
expressed their love of country most gener-
ously throughout their lives. Nick had come 
to America from the Greek island of Karpa-
thos in 1920 and ultimately settled in York-
town because he said he wanted to be where 
America began. By tireless working in their 
business over the years, he and Mary, a native 
of Sparta, amassed many parcels of property 
in the Yorktown vicinity. One 25-acre tract 
they donated to the U.S. in the early 1970s for 
construction of the Yorktown Victory Center 
to celebrate the forthcoming Bicentennial of 

the American Revolution from 1976 to 1981.
The Center did not become as popular as 

Nick and Mary had hoped and after less than 
four decades it has been razed, being replaced 
on the site by the new Museum of the Ameri-
can Revolution. This past Monday my Good 
Wife and I went down to Yorktown to see the 
new facility. Visiting it is a great experience, 
with two fine films and many interactive dis-
plays setting the stage for the viewer to under-
stand the conclusion of the War for Indepen-
dence.

On the actual site of the former Victory 
Center a Revolutionary War encampment and 
farm setting are being constructed. The setting 
consists of a farmer’s homestead replete with 
home, outside kitchen, smokehouse, corncrib 
and tobacco barn. Nearby on the encampment 
a canvas tent recreates the home-away-from-
home of the Revolutionary soldier. Workers 
are rushing against the deadline of the grand 
opening scheduled for late March. 

The site is not what Nick and Mary knew, 
but I think they should be quite proud of the 
end result that their generosity made possible. 
In proximity to the reconstructed homestead is 
the small marble tomb where Nick and Mary 
are buried. He died in 1983 en route with Mary 

to the christening of the naval cruiser, USN 
Yorktown, in Mississippi, where she was to 
break the bottle of champagne over the ship’s 
bow. She continued on to do her assigned 
duty, before returning with Nick’s body for his 
funeral in Yorktown.

Without Nick, Mary continued to operate 
the restaurant until her health failed and ulti-
mately the property was sold as part of the 
Yorktown redevelopment. Shortly before my 
30th birthday I had taken my parents there for 
dinner and as I was paying the bill, I remarked, 
“Mrs. Nick (no one ever called her Mary), this 
year marks 20 years that our family has been 
coming here for dinner with you.” She looked 
up, and said, “I remember you. Give me that 
ticket. After 20 years you deserve a dinner on 
Nick.” I was flabbergasted; the patrons in line 
behind me gasped and she then stuffed my 
hands with candy and cigars.

Mary and Nick were a classic example of an 
immigrant couple, who came not to take from 
America, but to give of their time, talent and 
treasure to contribute to our country’s prosper-
ity and happiness. In both of those efforts they 
succeeded brilliantly. The new Museum of the 
American Revolution is their great legacy for 
generations of Americans to come.

Mary and Nick were a clas-
sic example of an immigrant 
couple, who came not to 
take from America, but to 
give of their time, talent and 
treasure to contribute to our 
country’s prosperity and 
happiness. 

Focal Point

Midnight through the willow oak, February 12, 2017.

Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

We are now only a week 
away from the scheduled 
end of our 45-day legisla-
tive session. This week was 
a productive week for the 
House of Delegates. We are 
f inishing committee work, 
reviewing amendments from 
the Senate and continuing to 
f inalize the budget. 

Additionally, several of 
my bills have passed the 
House and Senate, and have 
been sent to the governor to 
be signed into law. The leg-
islation includes:

-
viding that Northern Neck 
school divisions are not 
subject to the prohibition 
against hiring school divi-
sion employees who are 
related to a member of the 
school board, under certain 
circumstances.

-
lishing a work group to 
study the rules and impacts 
of emergency air transporta-
tion services, also known 
as air ambulances, in emer-
gency medical situations.

-
ing that Port Royal council 
member terms begin in 
January to reflect the town's 
change to November munic-
ipal elections.

-
viding that the State Board 
of Elections develop a 
description of the duties 
and responsibilities of the 
local electoral boards and 
requires the Dept. of Elec-
tions distribute the duties to 
various stakeholders.

-
ing the requirement for a 
countywide referendum to 
move a courthouse within 
the same locality provided 

that the courthouse is not 
being relocated to a new 
city or town.

increasing the required time 
suspension for the imple-
mentation of an investor 
owned water companies’ 
interim water rates on cus-
tomers.

Also, House Bill 1731, 
requiring state agencies cur-
rently exempted from the 
regulatory public review 
process to report regulations 
to the Joint Commission on 
Administrative Rules and 
provides that JCAR recom-
mend discontinuing, modi-
fying or sustaining current 
exemptions, passed the 
House and Senate Finance 
committee.

The Commonwealth is 
home to approximately 
800,000 veterans and 
150,000 active-duty military 
members and their families 
including  21 members of 
the House. Republicans in 
the House of Delegates are 
leading the effort to pro-
vide our  veterans with the 
care they deserve, access 
to affordable education 
and good job opportuni-
ties, and several bills have 
progressed through the leg-
islative process addressing 
these issues.

This week my office was 
visited by third-, fourth-, 
and f ifth-graders from 
Cople Elementary School 
in Westmoreland County 
and staff from Indian Creek 
Yacht & Country Club. 

Contact my off ice, 698-
1099, or delmransone@
house.virginia.gov with 
questions or concerns 
related to state government.

YOUR LETTERS

The most important obliga-
tion of members of Congress 
is to represent all of their con-
stituents, and those constitu-
ents have a duty to direct their 
concerns and questions to those 
elected to be their voice.

My representative, Rob Wit-
tman, has decided against an 
open, public meeting during the 
upcoming recess. Instead, he 
has chosen to communicate via 
newsletters, emails and a tele-
town meeting, none of which 
allow the people he serves to 
verify that they are truly being 
heard. He makes time for meet-
ings with health care providers 
and shipyard officials and while 
I recognize the importance of 
these meetings, the concerns of 
the people of his district are his 
first priority. 

Many constituents request-
ing an in-person town hall are 
receiving a variety of responses, 
all of which translate to, "No, I 
will not make time for you." It 

Listen up
Rep. Wittman

is not acceptable to disregard 
our requests or to ask us to wait 
while votes are cast and legisla-
tion is passed. 

If you are listening, Rep. Wit-
tman, please be aware many of 
your constituents are worried 
about impacts of the "repeal 
and replace” frenzy. They are 
worried about proposed bills to 
eliminate the EPA and the Edu-
cation Department. They fear 
new immigration policies. They 
are concerned about the disre-
gard of years of scientific data.

They are frustrated by the 
lack of input they have and are 
asking you to listen; you are 
refusing. How can you speak 
for us, when you will not listen 
to what we have to say?

Beth Bond,
Mathews

Last week, in an act of 
supreme cowardice, a small 
group of delegates acted to 
kill redistricting reform in 
Virginia.

The House Elections Sub-

Cowardice in action

committee, which included 
our delegate, Margaret Ran-
sone, voted 5-2 to kill two 
bipartisan constitutional 
amendments which had 
passed the Senate.

Senate Joint resolution 
290 stated that “No elec-
toral district shall be drawn 
for the purpose of favoring 
or disfavoring any political 
party, incumbent legislator 
or member of congress, or 
other individual or entity.”

Senate Joint Resolution 
231 would have created an 
independent commission to 
redraw legislative districts 
after each census.

It is an outrage that this 
small group acted to pre-
vent bipartisan legislation 
which had passed the Senate 
from reaching the floor of 
the House of Delegates, 
where it would have been 
openly debated and probably 
passed. After passage these 
two proposed amendments 
would have been placed on 
the ballot for the citizens of 

the Commonwealth to have 
their say.

Besides Del. Ransone, the 
members of this subcom-
mittee voting against these 
measures were Republican 
Delegates Les Adams, Mark 
Cole, Buddy Fowler and 
Chris Jones.

Also killed by the same 
small group of delegates was 
Senate Bill 846 requiring 
Virginia to use an indepen-
dent commission if a court 
declares a legislative or con-
gressional district unlawful 
or unconstitutional.

I began by calling this an 
act of cowardice and I will 
conclude by saying that cow-
ardice is the only explana-
tion I see for preventing your 
constituents from having a 
chance to have their voices 
heard.

Del. Ransone, we are 
watching. You were elected 
to represent us. We will not 
be ignored.

Jo Chamberlain,
Lancaster

YOUR LETTERS

On February 14, for the 
second time this legislative 
session, our representative 
Margaret Ransone, acted to 
kill redistricting reform mea-
sures despite strong bipartisan 
support. Three bills that had 
made it through the full Senate, 
Senate Joint Resolution 290, 
Senate Joint Resolution 231 
and Senate Bill 846, were to 
be brought up for vote in the 
House of Delegates but Ran-
sone and four other members 
of the Privileges and Ethics 
Committee voted not to allow 
this to happen. The measures 
were dead before the House 
was allowed to vote.

Our politics are becoming 
more partisan and I believe 
gerrymandering plays a siz-
able role in this divisiveness. 
Politicians in gerrymandered 
districts have to go farther right 
or farther left to appeal to their 
constituents. This leaves little 
room for common ground or 
compromise, which leads to 
the stalemate we see in poli-
tics today. Putting politicians 
in charge of drawing their own 
district lines is like putting the 
fox in charge of the henhouse. 

Redistricting reform should 
be a cause we can all get behind 
and I am frustrated that the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates was 
denied a chance to even vote 
on these measures and that 
twice, our representative was 
party to blocking this vote.

Charlotte Hollings,
Lancaster

Foxes in charge
of redistricting

In a recent letter, the 
president of the Northum-
berland Ministerial Associa-
tion informed us that, even 
though there has been signifi-
cant racial progress over the 
past 50 years, there remain 
“many…inequalities, some-
times gross inequalities” in 
our society. The president 
indicated that those inequali-
ties must be eliminated.

Like so many others who 
have railed against inequali-
ties and insist upon their 
elimination, the president 
mistakenly equates inequal-
ity with injustice. But most 
inequalities involve no injus-
tice whatsoever.

For example, Michael 
Jordan’s wealth surpasses 
mine by a factor of 1,000 or 
more. But I have no com-
plaint because he acquired 
his wealth by just means. 
Likewise, the fact that Jews 
have the highest income of 
any religious group in the 
U.S. is no cause for complaint 
because that income is earned 
by just means. Therefore, it 
would be unjust to eliminate 
such inequalities.

Also, giraffes are taller 
than mice and the number 20 
is greater than the number 2. 
It would be idiotic to even try 
to eliminate such inequalities.

The president will never 

Inequalities
or injustices?

persuade me that the inequal-
ities he wants eliminated 
should be eliminated unless 
he can first persuade me that 
they result from an unjust act. 
It is telling that he speaks 
only in terms of inequality 
and not in terms of injustice. 
Inequality is easy to demon-
strate, but injustice is much 
more difficult to demonstrate.

If someone’s status, 
achievements or wealth have 
been acquired by just means 
and greatly exceed your own 
and yet you complain about 
that inequality, then your 
complaint is nothing but envy 
and covetousness. As a minis-
ter, the president should keep 
this in mind.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Virginia has 800 open 
teaching positions that have 
not been filled this year. The 
teaching shortage is real and 
will only grow worse in the 
years to come. Because of 
this, Virginia has allowed 
retired teachers to come back 
into classrooms to teach if a 
classroom position could not 
be filled by a qualified appli-
cant in the critical shortage 
areas of math, science and 
special education. 

This is not a local policy, 
but rather a state policy.

The retired teacher would 
come back to work so that 
students were not left without 
a certified teacher. However, 
the retired teacher would not 
be eligible for benefits, such 
as health insurance, sick 
leave and additional retire-
ment pay. Once a qualified 
educator is hired, the retired 
teacher could then return to 
retirement. 

Allowing the retired teacher 
to return to the classroom 
to help the students is not a 
financial burden for local tax-
payers. In fact, because the 
local district does not pay 
for benefits for this retired 
teacher, there is a cost-sav-
ings. 

The taxpayers in Northum-
berland should be aware that 
public school teachers pay for 
their own retirement. When 
I retire, at about 60% of my 
current salary which I funded 
over 30 years from my own 
earnings, I will have to pay 
my own health insurance. 
There is no way to get rich by 
retiring and then coming back 
to teach. 

However, what does occur 
is that the entire community 
benefits by a retired teacher’s 
dedication and service to 
children. 

As a veteran of teaching 
in public schools in Virginia 
for over 30 years, I would be 
glad to answer any questions 
about teacher compensation 
and benefits. 

Amy S. Lamb, 
Heathsville, 

president, Northumberland
 Education Association

Community benefits
with retired teachers
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Chesapeake Bank’s Tom Richardson 
helped the Lancaster Community Library 
write its next chapter.

Chesapeake Bank Vice President Tom Richardson wants 

everyone in the Northern Neck to have the opportunity to share 

his passion for reading. That is why he is so involved in 

the Lancaster Community Library. As president of the library’s 

board of directors, he helped raise two million dollars for 

an expansive, new building in Kilmarnock. At Chesapeake Bank, 

we’re all about community. What’s your passion?  #ICareAbout

97 North Main Street  804-435-1181  chesbank.com

©2017 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Trinity
PANCAKE 
SUPPER

Tuesday
February 28th  

   5 - 7 p.m.

By Donation

Trinity Episcopal Church
 Rt. 3 in Lancaster

The Lancaster Playhouse 

in White Stone

RESERVATIONS: 435-3776 or 

LANCASTERPLAYERS.ORG

RES

LAN

The Actress dramatizes the 

events backstage as a colourful, 

complicated actress makes her 

emotional farewell performance. 

Various people from her life 

invade her dressing room to say 

their goodbyes, declare their 

love, roar with laughter, spit 

insults, grab a final embrace, 

and renew old battles.

Directed by Mark A. Favazza

MARCH 10-11, 
17-18 & 23-25
7:00 p.m. Social Hour
8:00 p.m. Curtain
MARCH 12 & 19 
MATINEES
2:00 p.m. Social Hour
3:00 p.m. Curtain

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 24, 1927 

issue of the Rappahannock Record)

White Stone
Messrs. Harmon Treakle of Blacksburg 

and T. R. Treakle of Richmond University 
spent the weekend at their parental home 
here.

Mrs. E. V. James had the misfortune 
to fall, injuring one of her limbs, last 
Sunday morning.

The White Stone bowlers motored to 
Fredericksburg on Friday and played the 
Fredericksburg bowlers after being vic-
torious.

Mr. and Mrs. R. McKenney Price and 
Mrs. Arthur West of Salisbury, Md., are 
the guests of Rev. and Mrs. T. F. Carroll.

Our efficient mail-truck driver, Mr. 
Brent, was presented with a new truck on 
Thursday. Although it may be good-look-
ing, yet it does not look appealing to our 
driver, as he is one who likes to be always 
on time and when it happens for him to 
place mail at this office one hour too late 
to make connection, it not only discour-
ages him, but does not give just credit for 
what he can do and has done.

Mrs. T. F. Carroll’s Circle entertained a 
large number of folks on Monday evening 

at “Washington Inn.” Everybody reported 
a fine time.

Foxwells
Rev. Cruickshank preached here 

Sunday; the congregation was small 
owing to the inclement weather.

We were grieved to hear of the death 
of Capt. Wash Bussells, for only a few 
weeks ago he was with us here at a musi-
cal entertainment.

Capt. R. A. Croasdale is having his 
grinders put in condition by our Dr. 
Lowe. Also Miss Frances Meekins, with a 
powerful lot of persuasion was an unwel-
come guest of our popular dentist.

The fishermen are catching plenty of 
herring at this time; soon will be time for 
the toothsome shad.

“The Two Sisters,” built by Mr. G. S. 
White for Mr. W. H. Hinson, is ready to 
be launched.

Local Mention
Come to the Kilmarnock Market for 

your fresh bread, cakes, pies and turn-
overs. We receive a  fresh supply every 
day.

Messrs. J. R. Stakes, Rylie Norris, 
Welby Bonner, W. E. Smither, Jr., Thomas 

Smither and John Blake motored to Rich-
mond on Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Backley were guests of 
Mrs. L. H. Rice Tuesday.

Mrs. T. J. Keane entertained the W. M. 
S. Monday afternoon.

Misses Mildred and Temple Dew enter-
tained a number of friends at a Valentine 
party Monday evening.

Mrs. W. E. Smither and W. E. Smither, 
Jr., spent Friday with Mrs. T. L. Cockrell.

Mrs. Fred Harthorne entertained Miss 
Annie Blake, Miss Elnora Haynie, Mr. 
J. Van Pelt and Mr. Frances Lankford 
Thursday evening.

Mrs. F. M. Armsworthy, Mrs. Mar-
garet Palmer, Miss Annie Igo and Rev. 
Igo spent Thursday afternoon with T. L. 
Cockrell.

The lovely cake iced with miniature 
bridge, given away at White Stone booth, 
Warsaw, Va., was won by Mr. R. E. Coles 
of Oriander, Va.

Mrs. J. T. Wayman returned from the 
hospital in Richmond last Thursday week 
very much improved. Her son, Brent, 
came with her and stayed a few days.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

YOUR LETTERS

VDOT receives a trickle of 
federal funding to maintain 
bridges at a level “just enough” 
above structural deficiency in 
order to score an inspection 
rating 5/9 or better. 

This is like being admitted 
to the ICU and the hospital is 
being paid to keep you alive 
but you're not healthy enough 
to go home. 

Once the score is 4/9 rated 
"structurally deficient" the 
bridge qualifies for Federal 
Replacement funding.

The Norris Bridge is 60 
years old. When designed, 
the engineers projected a life 
span of 50 years. It will be a 
minimum of 70 years old upon 
replacement.

VDOT refutes the bridge is 
“unsafe” even though inspec-
tions have yielded a status of 
“just barely above minimum” 
above “structurally deficient.” 
What McAuliffe, McDougal, 
Ransone, Hodges and VDOT 
cannot refute is that the bridge 
is an impediment to economic 
development in the Northern 
Neck.

We all know people who 
won't cross it or won't come 
back to visit the area. Does this 
serve the economy?

That commercial truck vol-
umes are currently at pre-1990s 
volume does not mean we need 
a new bridge less, it means we 
need a new bridge more. No 
business equals no traffic.

Economic growth is in 
decline with no competitive 
business advantage. No one 

Replace bridge for
economic growth

can refute this.
The bridge has had fed-

eral performance ratings low 
enough to be a candidate for 
replacement since 1991.

VDOT has chosen to "nickel 
and dime" just enough repairs 
to sustain the bridge at a level 
just above mandatory replace-
ment.  

VDOT does not even seem 
to know how much has been 
spent to maintain the bridge. 
Inquiry was made and VDOT 
replied an accounting would be 
received September 2016.  

The Norris Bridge was not 
given equitable consideration 
under the recent Smart Scale 
Process. 

Susan Lovelady,
White Stone

I have two questions for our 
absent "representative," Rob 
Wittman:

Where are you?
Why do you want to bank-

rupt our local hospitals?
Where is "Representative" 

Wittman? Congress recessed 
on February 17; many mem-
bers went back home to meet 
with constituents. Not Wit-
tman. He's nowhere to be 
found—no town hall meetings, 
no public appearances. He 
does have time to meet pri-
vately with donors, but no time 
for the people he is supposed to 
serve.

Of course, he is not alone 
in hiding from his constitu-
ents. Of 246 Republicans in 
the House, only 19 are holding 
town halls while the rest are 

Where is Wittman?

too cowardly to meet publicly 
with their constituents. Of 188 
Democratic Representatives, 
over 120 are holding public 
town halls.

Why does he want to bank-
rupt our hospitals? Wittman is 
issuing press releases telling us 
how the Affordable Care Act 
must be repealed. He continues 
to spread Republican lies about 
mythical failures of the ACA.

In fact, the ACA cut in half 
the annual increase in medical 
insurance premiums; reduced 
the rate of hospital re-admis-
sions and reduced the rate of 
uninsured to an all-time low of 
8.8%.

If the ACA is repealed, 

32,300 people in the First Con-
gressional District will lose 
the health insurance they were 
able to afford because of the 
ACA. Where will they go for 
medical care? They will go 
where they did before—to the 
emergency rooms where hospi-
tals will have to cover the cost 
of treating uninsured, thereby 
driving up the cost of everyone 
else's insurance while cutting 
into hospitals' already-slim 
profit margins.

Maybe Wittman will not 
show his face in public because 
he's afraid of the 32,300 people 
who will suffer because of him.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

The newly formed Indivisi-
ble-Upper Lancaster will meet 
at 2 p.m. Friday, February 24, 
at Rappahannock Community 
College Kilmarnock Center, 
Chesapeake Commons Shop-
ping Center, 447 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

“Indivisible has been for-
mulated as a continuance 
of the 'Women’s March' on 
January 21 across the world," 
reported Linda Stough. Indi-
visible is non-partisan and 
invites women and men. Any 
Republican and Democrat 
may join.

Indivisible-Upper Lancaster 
will join with other Northern 
Neck Indivisible groups for 
town halls, petition signing, 
calls to political representa-

tives, issue awareness and 
education of the public, and 
demonstrations for change in 
representation, said Stough.

Such issues as the environ-
ment, women’s rights, LGBTQ 
rights, religious freedom for 
all religions, African Ameri-
can rights, Asian rights and 
Latino rights are just some 
of the topics that will be dis-
cussed and worked into group 
demonstrations, marches and 
town hall planned discussions, 
she said.

Indivisible-Upper Lancaster
to meet Friday in Kilmarnock
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Innovations in
Planning and Protecting

Your Legacy
at the RWC auditorium, 132 Lancaster Drive, Irvington

An Interactive Workshop, Wednesday, March 1, 4:00 pm

Topic Discussion 4:00-5:00 pm, Wine & Cheese 5:00-6:00 pm

Call 804-438-4350 to register.

Seating is limited. RSVP by Monday, February 27th.

Alison V. Lennarz, Of Counsel

Kaufman & Canoles

John M. Sadler, President

Chesapeake Wealth Management

Jean H. Light, Senior Vice President

Chesapeake Wealth Management

P lease Join Us for

As a yacht broker, Scott Vail needed his sea legs 
– and his land legs – to be at their best.   Riverside 

orthopedic surgeon Tyler Wind, M.D. helped make that possible 

with specialized hip surgery and a fast recovery. Find out how Scott 

got back to the life he enjoys without pain and with more mobility.  

 Tyler Wind, M.D.

If you’re living with joint pain 

call Northern Neck Bone & 
Joint Center at 804-443-8670 
today for a consultation.

Read Scott’s story at 
riversideonline.com/jointstories.

I knew it 
was time 
to get back 
on a sound 
footing.

Call today to receive your paper
and/or online subscription!

RICHMOND—District 99 
Del. Margaret B. Ransone on 
February 20 presented House 
Joint Resolution 1084 to the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates, com-

the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula tornado which struck 
February 24, 2016.

The EF-3 tornado touched 
down in Essex County and trav-
eled some 28 miles before cross-
ing the Rappahannock River and 
striking Richmond and Westmo-
reland counties, noted Del. Ran-
sone’s draft. The tornado caused 
“severe damage to homes, neigh-
borhoods, businesses, churches 
and personal property, and access 
on major roadways and streets 
was limited due to downed trees 
and other debris.”

The resolution also notes 
“first responders to the commu-
nities affected by the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula tor-
nado quickly assessed damage, 
located and cared for the injured 
and liaised with local hospitals 
to ensure timely care; without 
this collaborative assistance, the 
disaster recovery efforts would 
have been impossible.”

representing the Tappahannock-
Essex Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, Essex EMS, Port Royal 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
Sparta Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, Upper King & Queen Vol-
unteer Fire Department, Upper 
King & Queen Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, Walkerton Community 
Fire Association and Mattaponi 
Volunteer Rescue Squad.

Also, King William Volun-
teer Fire Department, Mango-
hick Volunteer Fire Department, 
West Point Fire & Rescue, White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department, 
Richmond County Volunteer Fire 
Department, Richmond County 
EMS, Callao Volunteer Fire 
Department, Callao Volunteer 
Rescue Squad and Cople District 
Volunteer Fire Department.

Also, Central Middlesex Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad, Urbanna 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
Hartfield Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, Waterview Volunteer Fire 

The Lancaster County 
Republican Committee recently 
announced that its 20th annual 
Reagan Day Dinner will be 
March 19 at Indian Creek Yacht 
and Country Club near Kilmar-
nock. 

 Numerous leading Republi-
can officeholders will headline 
the popular event. The evening 
begins with a social hour at 
5:30 p.m. and a buffet dinner is 
served at 7 p.m. 

First District Congressman 
Rob Wittman will again per-
form duties as master of cer-
emonies of the dinner.

Lancaster County Republi-
can chairman Susan Clingan 
said the dinner “is one of the 
better attended events in the 

The Lancaster County Demo-
cratic Committee will meet 
Monday, February 27, at the Lan-
caster Community Library, 16 
Town Centre Drive, Kilmarnock.

A social period will begin at 
6:30 p.m. The business meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m., followed by 
an Indivisible workshop. 

The meeting agenda will 
include organizing for the 2017 
election and updating plans 
for the March 12 “Dining with 
Dems” dinner at Kilmarnock’s 
Los Patrones Mexican Restau-
rant. Gloria Wallace will seek sig-
natures for Mark Herring to get 
on the ballot for attorney general.

The committee has witnessed 
renewed interest in the politi-
cal process since November’s 
election and is working hard to 
provide guidance and outlets for 
political activism, reported chair-
man Nick Magnani.

Deputy chairman of precinct 
operations Jo Chamberlain will 
lead “Indivisible: A Practical 
Guide for Resisting the Trump 
Agenda.”.

Those who want to actively 
resist President Donald Trump’s 
alt-right conservative agenda 
that threatens to abolish health 
insurance, voting rights and other 
democratic programs are urged to 
attend, said Magnani.

Indivisible is based on the 
successful Tea Party tactics 
that opposed President Barack 
Obama’s administration. Indivis-
ible is already under way across 
the country, including the North-
ern Neck.

According to Indivisible, 
resistance starts at the grassroots 
level, with phone calls, emails, 
letters and visits to the offices of 
U.S. senators, congressmen, state 
senators and delegates.

Only three things are important 
to politicians, according to Indi-
visible: “Re-election, re-election, 
re-election! (They) want their 
constituents to think well of them 
and they want good, local press. 
They hate surprises, wasted time 
and most of all, bad press that 
makes them look weak, unlikable 
and vulnerable. You will use these 
interests to make them listen and 
act.”

“We cannot wait for state or 
federal direction,” said Cham-
berlain, who was among several 
from the Northern Neck to par-
ticipate in the Women’s March on 
Washington on January 21, the 
day after Trump’s inauguration. 
“We need to start here. We need 
to start now!”

The meeting is open to all. 
Snacks will be provided by mem-
bers, attendees and volunteers. 

Lancaster Democrats to
hold Indivisible workshop

Ronald Reagan

Reagan Day Dinner set March 19

Northern Neck. We anticipate a 
large turnout again.”

The dinner commemorates 
President Reagan’s birthdate, 
February 6. He was the 40th 

President of the U.S.
“Interested citizens from 

Lancaster County as well as 
surrounding counties will be 
gathering for an evening of fab-
ulous food, warm friendships 
and spirited speeches,” said 
Clingan. 

The evening also will fea-
ture a silent auction of political 
items that raises funds for the 
local Republican Party. Donors 
may call Clingan, 435-2198. 

The cost of the dinner is $60 
per person. To make a reserva-
tion, send a check to cover the 
number of guests, payable to the 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee to Lancaster County 
Republican Committee, P.O. Box 
1215, Kilmarnock, VA 22482. 

Del. Ransone introduces resolution recognizing
area’s first responders after February 2016 tornado

Department, Mathews Volun-
teer Fire Department, Caroline 
County Department of Fire, 
Rescue and Emergency Manage-
ment, A. P. Hill Military Reserva-
tion, Hanover County Fire-EMS, 
Henrico Division of Fire, Ches-
terfield Fire and EMS, Newport 
News Fire Department, LifeCare 
Ambulance Service and AMR 
Ambulance Service.

She specifically mentions 
the efforts of the Essex County 
Sheriff’s Office, Town of Tap-
pahannock Police Department, 
Caroline County Sheriff’s Office, 
Middlesex County Sheriff’s 
Office, King & Queen County 
Sheriff’s Office, King William 
County Sheriff’s Office, Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office and Westmoreland County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The resolution also recognizes  
efforts by WRAR and WNNT 
radio stations and Riverside Tap-
pahannock Hospital.

The General Assembly is 
expected to adopt the resolution 
this week, prior to adjournment 
on Saturday, February 25. The 
legislature will reconvene April 5 
to consider vetoes, amendments 
and recommendations of the 
governor. 
Other action

As anticipated, House Bill 
1727 to allow school divisions 
in the Northern Neck to hire 
employees related to a member 
of the school board passed the 
Virginia Senate last week and 
was sent to Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe.

The governor may sign the 
bill into law, amend the bill and 
return it to the General Assem-
bly for approval, veto the bill and 
return it to the General Assembly 
where the House of Delegates 
and the Senate may override the 
veto by a two-thirds vote of both 
houses, or take no action and the 
bill becomes law without the his 
signature.

According to Virginia’s Leg-
islative Information System, 
Del. Ransone’s House Bill 1727 
passed the House January 30, 
98-0, and the Senate on February 
14, 39-1.

As of Monday, three bills 

patroned by District 91 Del. 
Gordon C. Helsel Jr. and District 
100 Del. Robert S. Bloxom Jr. 
were moving through the Senate 
uncontested. The three bills 
previously were passed by the 
House.

House Bill 1572 would make 
it easier for a family member 
or employee of a waterman to 

 House Bill 
1573 would change Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
(VMRC) revocation of particular 
commercial licenses. House Bill 
1574, would remove the author-
ity of the Virginia Marine Police 
to require a person charged with 
violating an oyster culling regula-
tion to scatter the entire cargo of 
oysters on the public rocks.

The Senate also is expected 
to pass House Bill 2297 prior to 
adjournment. Patroned by Dis-
trict 82 Del. Jason S. Miyares and 
Del. Helsel, the bill addresses 
VMRC notification of applica-
tions to lease oyster planting 
grounds.

Senate Bill 866, patroned 
by District 28 Sen. Richard H. 
Stuart, requiring the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries to create a database 
listing operators who have com-
pleted a boating safety course, 
on February 1 passed the Senate, 
40-0, and on February 17 passed 
the House, 86-13.

Senate Bill 1195, patroned by 
Sen. Stuart regarding random 
farm inspections, on February 1 
passed the Senate, 25-15, and on 
February 17 passed the House, 
73-26.

Both of these bills also will be 
sent to the governor for consider-
ation.


