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INSIDE:

Lancaster beats Essex, 55-53, for top 
spot in Conference #43 tournament 
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by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Lancaster clinched the high seed 
in this week’s Conference #43 boys 
basketball tournament by squeaking 
by a determined Essex, 55-52, in the 
regular season final for both teams 
last Tuesday. 

With the win, the Red Devils earned 
a first round bye in this week’s confer-
ence tournament and were scheduled 
to play February 15 in a semifinal 
against Colonial Beach, a 47-43 quar-
terfinal winner over Rappahannock. 
Number two seed Essex was sup-
posed to play Northumberland, which 
beat Rappahannock County, 73-33, in 
a quarterfinal. 

The winners of the two semifinals 

will meet in the championship at 8 
p.m. Saturday, February 18, at Lan-
caster High School. The two teams in 
the final will advance to next week’s 
Region 1A East tournament. 

Barring any major upsets, Lan-
caster and Essex should meet again in 
Devil territory in the conference final. 

“Colonial Beach scares me to death 
though,” said LHS coach Tim Rice. 
“We can’t look past them.” 

Lancaster jumped to an 8-0 lead in 
the first two minutes of last Tuesday’s 
home game against the Trojans, but 
then let Essex reel off eight unan-
swered points, including a crowd-
pleasing slam dunk by Alex Peter-
son. Peterson followed the slam with 
a fade-away jumper to give Essex a 

10-8 lead to set the tone for the rest 
of the game with LHS taking a short-
lived lead and the Trojans battling 
back. 

LHS punched out a quick seven 
unanswered at the end of the first half 
to take a 31-22 lead at the break. The 
Devils hit three three-pointers in the 
second quarter as part of a 19-10 run 
but gave up a 16-9 third quarter to the 
Trojans to lead by only two heading 
into the fourth. 

The Trojans tied the game at 40 to 
open the fourth and the two teams 
traded shots and leads until Christian 
Sutton sank a three pointer with 5:25 
to play to give the Devils the lead for 
good. Essex got as close as one three 
times in the last 1:25.

“We just kept letting Essex get back 
in it,” said Rice. “But we always seem 
to fight through it and I’m proud of 
how we handle that pressure.”

Lancaster got scoring from nine 
players. That’s been the norm this 
season with Rice going to the bench 
frequently. 

“I feel confident with the whole 
second group I put in,” Rice said. “It 
keeps the starters fresh.”

James Coleman, who scored nine in 
the first half, finished with 13 to lead the 
Devils. Calvin Henderson, Jay Dillon 
and Sutton each finished with eight. 

Essex High’s Peterson led all scor-
ers with 14 points and Kevin Dameron 
scored 12. 

In JV action, the Devils ended the 

season with a 46-41 loss to Essex, their 
third loss in an otherwise successful 
season. 

The key was a 12-2 Essex run in the 
second quarter when the visiting Tro-
jans opened up a three-point first-quar-
ter lead. Essex held the LHS offense to 
a single field goal by Gerrell Moody.

The Trojans took a 25-12 lead at the 
half and remained in front by 14 at the 
end of three before Lancaster made a 
fourth-quarter run, outscoring the Tro-
jans, 19-10, in the final period with 
Corey Smith sinking two three point-
ers and Moody and BJ Lee scoring four 
points each. 

Lee led the Devils with 11 points, 
while Smith finished with nine and 
Moody, eight.

Without volunteers Little League 
programs would not exist. There are 
volunteer coaches, assistant coaches, 
scorekeepers, grounds crew and con-
cession workers.

But sometimes parents and fans 
forget the umpires also are volunteers. 
And umpires require training. 

On January 28 and 29, eight vol-
unteer umpires with the Lancaster 
County Little League (LCLL) attended 
an 11-hour training seminar in Hamp-
ton presented by Little League Inter-
national, Williamsport, Pa. and Little 
League Southern Region. 

According to Lancaster Little League 

umpire Ronald Hudson, the session 
included training on rules and regula-
tions for both baseball and softball, 
along with two-person mechanics and 
positioning on the field. There also was 
training on recognizing concussion 
symptoms and Little League concus-
sion protocol. 

Volunteer umpires attending the 
clinic were Hudson, C.D. Hathaway, 
Tim Reed, Joe Hudnall, Joe Sanders, 
Grover Branson, Mike Penrod and 
David Haislip.

“We’d like to thank Ed Davis and 
Davis Auto Sales for providing us with 
transportation,” said Hudson. 

“The LCLL board of directors also 
thanks our volunteer umpires for 
attending the training and for all they 
do for the game,” he added.

Anyone interested in becoming an 
LCLL volunteer umpire should contact 
Hudson at 436-6094. No experience is 
necessary and training will be provided.

Volunteer Little League umpires attend training session

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Rappahannock County eliminated 
Lancaster from postseason play last 
Friday after pulling away in the first 
quarter to cruise to a 45-34 win in a 
Conference #43 girls basketball quar-
terfinal. 

After falling behind by 11 in the 
first half, Lancaster made a third-quar-
ter run at the visiting Lady Panthers, 
opening the second half with a 5-0 run 
to cut the deficit to six before Rappah-
annock County’s Kayla Robey drilled 
back-to-back three pointers. The deter-
mined Lady Devils made a 7-0 run to 
get as close as four, 27-23, with three 
minutes to play in the third, before 
Olivia Atkins quieted the LHS bench 
with another three-pointer.

For the night, Robey hit four threes 
and Atkins two. Three of them came 
in the third to help Rappahannock 
County stay in front. Lancaster, with 
eight points from Jasmyn Tomlin, out-
scored the Lady Panthers, 13-10, in the 
third but RC opened the fourth with a 
10-3 run to put the game out of reach. 

Lancaster never got closer than 11 
in the final eight minutes. 

Carli Henderson led the Lady Devils 
with 13 points and Tomlin added 12. 

Robey led three double-digit scor-
ers for the Panthers. She scored 17, 
including 12 on three pointers, while 
Atkins finished with 14. Julia Estes 

added 12. 
Rappahannock County will 

advance to the conference semi-
finals to play top ranked Colonial 

Beach. The winner of that game will 
advance to the championship game 
at 6 p.m. Saturday, February 18, at 
Lancaster.

RCHS eliminates Lady Devils in quarterfinals, 45-34
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Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids Foundation, Inc.

Call 804-435-2703
804-462-7018 or 804-438-6413

Discount Building Supply & Surplus
Specializing in Discounted Prices on Surplus and 

Special Order Building Materials

www.discountbuildingsupplyandsurplus.com

PM times are in boldface type

Fri. 2/17

Sat. 2/18

Sun. 2/19

Mon. 2/20

Tue. 2/21

Wed. 2/22

Thu. 2/23

Fri. 2/24  

Sunrise 6:52
Sunset 5:47
Moonset 10:38

Sunrise 6:51
Sunset 5:48
Moonrise 12:24
Moonset 11:13 

Sunrise 6:49
Sunset 5:49
Moonrise 1:18
Moonset 11:51 

Sunrise 6:48
Sunset 5:50
Moonrise 2:11
Moonset 12:33

Sunrise 6:47
Sunset 5:51
Moonrise 3:02
Moonset 1:20

Sunrise 6:45
Sunset 5:52
Moonrise 3:52
Moonset 2:11 

Sunrise 6:44
Sunset 5:53
Moonrise 4:39
Moonset 3:06 

Sunrise 6:43
Sunset 5:54
Moonrise 5:23
Moonset 4:06

Low 12:40 0.2’
High 6:54 1.1’
Low 1:36 0.3’
High 7:08 0.9’

Low 1:37 0.2’
High 7:49 1.1’
Low 2:28 0.2’
High 8:03 1.0’

Low 2:31 0.1’
High 8:39 1.2’
Low 3:16 0.2’
High 8:52 1.1’

Low 3:20 0.0’
High 9:24 1.3’
Low 3:59 0.0’
High 9:37 1.1’

High 3:10 1.1’
Low 9:47 0.2’
High 3:23 1.0’
Low 9:57 0.2’

High 3:59 1.1’
Low 10:39 0.3’
High 4:12 0.9’
Low 10:47 0.2’

High 4:55 1.1’
Low 11:37 0.4’
High 5:08 0.9’
Low 11:42 0.2’

High 5:55 1.1’
Low 12:38 0.4’
High 6:08 0.9’

68% Moon

59% Moon

50% Moon

40% Moon

31% Moon

22% Moon

15% Moon

8% Moon

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – February 2017

www.regentpointmarina.com
Marina 804-758-4457     Boatyard 804-758-4747

3 Months 
Free!

for new slips with
an annual lease

Call for more details! Climate Controlled Repair Shop  
Full Service ABYC Boatyard 

Six tables of duplicate bridge 
were in play February 9 at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone.

Winners north/south were 
first, Ginger Klapp and Arden 
Durham; and second, Virginia 
Adair and Betty Fay Lewis.

Winners east/west were first, 
Shirley Crockett and Elaine 
Weekley; and second, Randy 
Palmer and Doug Cotter.

The next bridge for this 
group is Thursday, February 
16, at 1 p.m.

BRIDGE 
RESULTS

Golden Eagle Golf Club play day winners for February 13 
were first, Tom Ray; second, Don Bowser; and third, Jerry Foley.

King Carter Golf Club men’s play day winners for February 
6 were first, Bruce Adams; and second, (tie) Phil Booth and Jon 
Baer. February 8 winners were first, Bruce Adams; second, Ned 
Crockett; and third, Jim Timm.

The Quinton Oaks Senior Men’s League winners for Febru-
ary 7 were first, Jim Dise; and second, (tie) Dick Andersen, John 
Sadler and Jim Walders.

CLUB GOLF

Ospreys complete
basketball season,
enter tournament

Chesapeake Academy fin-
ished regular season basketball 
action last week with a win and 
a loss over visiting Ware Acad-
emy.

The Lady Ospreys won 
23-11. Elizabeth Stanley had 
11 points and Adair Stanley 
added 8 points to lead Chesa-
peake. 

In the boys varsity contest, 
the Waves won 39-35.

Ware’s Pierce Lambert led 
all scorers with 19 points, 
Cody Carnes had 17 points and 
Josh Ward, 3.

Orie Bullard led the Ospreys 
with 10 points. Rock Wolfson 
added 9 boards and 6 blocks.

On February 14, the Lady 
Ospreys entered the ISAC 
Tournament as the #1 ranked 

girls team while the boys are 
ranked #4.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Coach Craig Oren will take 
four wrestlers to Salem Civic 
Center this weekend for the 
Group 1A/2A championships. 

Lancaster’s Adam Wilm-
ore, Deandrae Wade, Domi-
nique Veney and Will Parker 
all qualified at last Saturday’s 
Region 1A East tournament 
at Riverheads High School to 
earn a shot at state gold. The 
state championships are Friday 
and Saturday, February 17-18, 
in Salem. 

The Red Devils had nine 
compete in the regional match 
with four qualifying for the 
state championships. Lan-
caster also has one alternate. 

“We really struggled 
throughout this whole tour-
nament,” said Oren. “We just 
couldn’t seem to get on a roll or 
catch any breaks. Even before 
the tournament, we lost three 
of our wrestlers because of 
injures or sickness in the days 
leading up to the event. Then 
we didn’t have the match-ups 
we wanted in the brackets.”

Lancaster’s nine wrestlers 
scored 75 points to finish ninth 
among 12 teams. Host Riv-
erheads scored 238.5 points 
as the Region 1A East cham-
pion. Northampton scored 
164 points as the runner-up 
and Rappahannock County 
finished with 153 for third. 
Lancaster had the best finish 
among Northern Neck teams, 
while Tidewater’s Middlesex 
was fifth with 114.5 points and 
Mathews was sixth with 105 
points. 

Northumberland’s Caleb 
Davis was the regional cham-
pion at 152 pounds and was 
named the Region 1A East’s 
wrestler of the tournament. 
Scott Swats of Riverheads was 
the coach of the tournament. 

Lancaster took two silver 
medals with regional runner-
ups freshman Adam Wilmore 
and sophomore Dominique 
Veney and one bronze with 
third place finisher senior 
Deandrae Wade. 

Wilmore qualified for 
the state tournament as the 
runner-up in the 195-pound 
weight class. Wilmore went 
2-1, losing his only match of 
the tourney to defending state 
champion Alex Deihl of River-
heads. 

“Adam looked very impres-
sive in the early rounds of 
the tournament, by pinning 
his first two opponents,” said 
Oren. “He seems to be peaking 
at the right time and has some 
real potential for the state tour-
nament.”

Wilmore pinned Trevon 
Foster of Cumberland and 
Jacob Dalton of Mathews after 
receiving a first-round bye.

Veney, wrestling at 132, 
went 2-1 as the runner-up after 
losing to last year’s state run-
ner-up Hunter Sams of River-
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Four LHS wrestlers qualify for state 
tournament; NHS’s Caleb Davis 
named wrestler of the tournament

heads in the final. 
Wade took third at 120 

pounds with a 3-1 record for 
the tournament. Wade won 
his third place match by deci-
sion over Quentin Woodward 
of Rappahannock County 
and pinned Kaleb Carson of 
Essex. He won his first match 
with a pin of Cameron Morgan 
of Middlesex then lost by 
decision to Caleb Sadler of 
Mathews.

“Deandrae wrestled well in 
this tournament,” said Oren. 
“He lost a close one in the 
semifinals to Sadler. Deandrae 
has battled back and forth with 
Sadler this season, with both 
handing each other a loss. But 
his consolation final was his 
best match when he avenged 
an earlier season loss, win-
ning in the final seconds over 
Woodward.”

Junior Will Parker placed 
fourth among 138-pounders 
after going 1-2 to earn a trip 
to the state tournament. Parker 
avenged an early season loss 
to Northampton’s Cody Goller 
but lost twice to Sam Barnes of 
Rappahannock County. Barnes 
was a sixth-place finisher in 
last year’s state tournament.

“I thought Will wrestled 
tough, but Barnes uses his 
leverage well with his tall 
lanky body and it seems to 
give Will a lot of trouble.”

Senior John Martin won 
three matches to finish fifth at 
145 pounds as a state alternate. 

“John wrestled well this 
weekend, but came up just 
short of a fourth-place quali-
fying spot when he lost to 
Matt Oczkowski from Stone-
wall Jackson in the final sec-
onds. John’s losses came to 
the champion [in his weight 
class] and the third place wres-
tler. The brackets put him in a 
tough spot in an already tough 
weight class that had five 
returning state qualifiers from 
last year.”

Middlesex had four wres-
tlers place among the top four 
at regionals to qualify for the 
Group 1A championships 
including Noah Cannon (106), 
Derron Cooke (113), Jack 
Ruark (126), Manuel Fernan-
dez (145).

Davis was Northumberland’s 
only state qualifier as the gold 
medalist among 152-pounders. 
He went unbeaten in the tour-
nament at 3-0 with a first-round 
bye. He pinned Quinton Dixon 
of Mathews in his first match, 
then pinned Sean Marsh of 
Northampton in his second 
bout. He won the champion-
ship with a pin of Caleb Fauver 
of Stonewall Jackson.

Lancaster took five others 
to the regional tournament 
including sophomore Ethan 
Eppihimer (106), junior Alyssa 
Meadows (126), junior Leanne 
Nguyen (106), sophomore 
Jacob Taft (152) and freshman 
heavyweight Cedrick Ward.

Follow Us  
@RappRecord
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NO BOAT TAX IN LANCASTER COUNTY!
 Covered Slips Available

 Annual and 
Month-to-Month Rentals

 Land Storage

 Security System on Premises
 Boat Ramp

 Non-Ethanol Gasoline
 Picnic Tables & Restrooms

804.462.0646 info@greenvalemarina.com

Greenvale Marina

SPORTS SHORTS

The Women’s Club of Lan-
caster County will offer a two-
day Introduction to Duplicate 
Bridge seminar at 10 a.m. Feb-
ruary 23 and 24 at the WCLC 
Clubhouse, 16 Mary Ball Place, 
Lancaster. The fee is $15.

The seminar will cover the 
mechanics of duplicate, strategy 
of duplicate, different move-
ments and scoring. To enroll, 
call 462-0742.

The Virginia State Parks Youth 
Conservation Corps (YCC) will 
accept applications through 
March 1 for programs June 25 
to July 15 and July 23 to August 
13. No prior experience is neces-
sary, participants will work out-
side and the service is physically 
demanding. 

YCC crew members are pro-
vided room, board, T-shirts, 
equipment and a $500 stipend 
at the end of the three weeks. To 
apply, visit visit dcr.virginia.gov/
state-parks/youth-conservation-
corps. 

Mahjong classes will be 
offered at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 16 Town Centre 
Drive, Kilmarnock. Classes will 
be held from 10 a.m. to noon 
February 27, March 3, 6 and 10; 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. March 
13; and 1:30 to 5 p.m. March 17.

The fee is $40 for the six 
classes and includes a rule book. 
See Cyndi or Michelle at the 
library to make payment with 
cash or check made out to LCL; 
or call Lin Ross, 357-9635.

 Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society will host a 
“Look Good…Feel Better” pro-
gram for females in treatment 
for cancer at 4:30 p.m. Febru-
ary 23 at the Bon Secours RGH 
Outpatient Infusion Center at 
the hospital, 101 Harris Road, 
Kilmarnock. 

The session will include a free 
kit with makeup and skin care 
products valued at $250. Jenni-
fer Bishop of Merle Norman in 
Kilmarnock, a trained volunteer 
facilitator, will host the session. 
Pre-registration is required, call 
435-8593. Bon Secours Rappahannock 

General Hospital imaging man-
ager Chris Shepperson will dis-
cuss new mammography screen-
ing technologies at 11 a.m. on 
Monday, February 20, in the 
Chesapeake Center Auditorium, 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury, 132 Lancaster 
Drive, Irvington.

Topics will include breast 
cancer statistics, digital mam-
mography equipment, ultra-
sound and Bon Secours’ “Nurse 
Navigation” if a biopsy is rec-
ommended. Call RWC at 438-
4000 to attend. 

Right at Home in the North-
ern Neck will present Positive 
Aging, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 21, at the Lan-
caster Community Library, 16 
Town Centre Drive, Kilmarnock. 
Refreshments will be provided.

The discussion will focus on 
research which shows the posi-
tive effects of integrating nature 
into the lives of older adults and 
simple ideas for including nature 
in the daily lives of those for 
whom care is provided. 

The annual St. Patrick’s Des-
sert Game Day will be held at 
12:30 p.m. March 17 at De Sales 
Hall in Kilmarnock.

Mahjong, bridge, canasta, 
bunco, scrabble, pinochle and 
other game players are wel-
come. To reserve a table of 4, 
call Lorri Amidon, 462-6140.

 The Northern Neck-Middle 
Peninsula Chapter of the Vir-
ginia Aeronautical Historical 
Society will meet at 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday, February 16, at the 
Pilot House Restaurant, 2737 
Greys Point Road, Topping.

The video “Chesapeake Bay 
by Air” will be shown.

Bon Secours Rappahan-
nock General Hospital and the 
Northern Neck Family YMCA 
will offer a Diabetes Awareness 
session from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
March 7 at the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA, 39 William B. 
Graham Court, Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include 
complimentary lunch, nutrition 
and diet information, physical 
activity tips and a question and 
answer session. Pre-registration 
is required. To register, call 435-
8662 by March 2.

The Stripers swim
to the lead in recent
masters competition

Four members of the Northern Neck Family YMCA masters 
swim team, the Stripers, recently participated in the David 
Gregg III Memorial Swim meet.

Held at the NOVA of Virginia Aquatics Center in Richmond, 
the event was sponsored by the Virginia Masters Swim Team, 
reported swim coach Craig Bauer.

Charlotte Hollings won the women’s distance award, which 
went to the swimmer with lowest cumulative time in 500, 
1000 and 1650-yard freestyle, said Bauer.

Competing in age group 50-54, Hollings placed first in 
the 100 freestyle, 1:04.19; 50 freestyle, 29.48; 100 indi-
vidual medley, 1:17.15; 200 freestyle, 2:20.78; 1000 free-
style,12:40.04; 500 freestyle, 6:14.79 and 200 individual 
medley time trial, 2:47.24. She also placed second in the 1650 
freestyle, 21:18.82.

Molly Broderson, ages 60-64, placed first in the 50 free-
style, 35.69, second in the 100 freestyle, 1:23.04 and 200 free-
style, 3:09.48.

Frank Miller, ages 75-79, placed first in 200 breaststroke, 
4:41.47; 50 freestyle, 39.08; 200 freestyle, 3:436.76; and 
1000 freestyle,19:15.38.

Richard “Dick” Scott, ages 80-84, placed first in 100 breast-
stroke, 2:14.96; 100 individual medley, 2:20.08; 50 breast-
stroke, 1:02.98; and 400 individual medley,11:06.53.

Hollings, Scott, Broderson and Miller placed first in the 
mixed 200 medley relay, 3:14.42.

On February 25, The North-
ern Neck Audubon Society 
will conduct a bird walk on 
historic Waterloo Farm in 
King George County. The 
walk, led by Jeff Wright and 
Melissa Gross will begin at 9 
a.m. 

Waterloo Farm, 15689 
Owens Drive, King George, 
lies along the Potomac River 
providing opportunities to see 
a variety of waterfowl, rap-
tors and song birds, reported 
publicity chairman Maggie 
Gerdts. In addition to forested 
areas, marsh and beach areas 
there is a high bank along the 
river allowing clear views 
of significant portions of the 
river and farm. 

The farm is near Caledon 
State Park, adjacent to the 
Dahlgren Railroad Heritage 
Trail (DRHT), and in “binoc-
ular” range of Chotank Creek 
Natural Preserve.

“We will have an opportu-
nity to walk along a section of 
the DRHT as part of the bird 
walk,” said Gerdts.

“Waterloo” was first named 
“Chotank” for the adjacent 
creek and Native American 
Tribe in and around this loca-

tion. The estate was patented 
by Colonel Richard Townsend 
on February 17th, 1653. At his 
death, Col. Townsend left it to 
his son Robert, who then gave 
the property to his daugh-
ter, Mary, who married John 
Washington. 

John Washington became 
the guardian of Augustine 
Washington, George Wash-
ington’s father. John’s son, 
John II left Waterloo to his son 
Lawrence in 1742. Lawrence 
entertained the young George 
Washington frequently 
between 1763 and 1773.

The latter recorded “Went 
fishing and dined under Mr. 
Lawrence Washington’s 
shore” May 30th, 1768 and 
later on August 23rd, 1768, 
“Hauling the Sein under 
Mr. Lawrence Washington’s 
shore.”

Waterloo descended from 
Lawrence to his son Need-
ham Langhorne Washington 
who in his will of October 
15, 1833, left it to his wife, 
Sarah Ashton Washington. 
Sarah conveyed Waterloo to 
Dr. Abram Barnes Hooe of 
Barnsfield after Union sol-
diers burned his house which 

Bird walk slated at Waterloo Farm

Decoy painting

Photo by Lisa Hinton-
Valdrighi

Conference #43 tournament 
Quarterfinals
Northumberland 73, 
Rappahannock County 33
Colonial Beach 47, 
Rappahannock 43 
In other games, 
Trinity Episcopal 71, 
Christchurch 35 
FUMA 55, Christchurch 52
Hampton Roads Academy 61, 
Christchurch 46 

Hampton Roads Academy 48, 
Christchurch 37
Essex 46, Lancaster 41

Ware Academy 39, Chesapeake 35

Conference #43 tournament 
Quarterfinals 
Rappahannock County 45, 
Lancaster 33 
Rappahannock 50, 
Northumberland 44 
In other games, 
Christchurch 39, New Community 
School 30
Walsingham 46, Christchurch 15
Christchurch 53, St. Michael’s 36

Banner Christian 41, 
Christchurch 19

Chesapeake 23, Ware Academy 11

Region 1A East tournament 
1. Riverheads 238.50. 
2. Northampton 164. 3. 
Rappahannock County 153. 
4. Stonewall Jackson 117. 5. 
Middlesex 114.5. 6. Mathews 
105. 7. Franklin 104. 8. 
Cumberland 100.5.  
9. Lancaster 75. 10. Essex 31. 
11. Northumberland 28. 12. 
Chincoteague 14.  

February 17:
Christchurch at Woodberry Forest, 
JV 4 p.m., varsity 5:30 p.m.
February 18:
Christchurch at Life Christian 
Academy, JV 5 p.m., varsity 7:30 
p.m.
Conference #43 tournament 
championship at Lancaster, 8 p.m.
Winner of Northumberland-Essex 
vs. winner of Colonial Beach-
Lancaster

February 18:
Conference #43 tournament 
championship at Lancaster, 6 p.m.
Winner of Rappahannock 
County-Colonial Beach vs. 
winner of Rappahannock-Essex

February 17-18:
Group 1A/2A Championships, 
Salem Civic Center

February 22-23:
Group 2A/1A state meet at 
Roanoke College

SCOREBOARD

Higher Power wins Richmond tournament

Louis Muse: lmuse@garrettsmarina.com

Jim Savage: jsavage@garrettsmarina.com

Boat Sales & Service
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Boat Show!RichmondFeb 17 – 19th

Key West 239FS
starting as low as $59,900plus freight, prep & tax starting as low as $27,999

Located on the Rivah halfway between Urbanna and Tappahannock

www.garrettsmarina.com    804-443-2573

was located at the now, west 
landing of the US 301 Harry 
Nice Memorial Bridge in King 
George County. 

When Dr. Hooe’s daugh-
ter Mary Barnes married Mr. 
Lewis Alexander Ashton, 
direct descendent of Betty 
Washington (George Wash-
ington’s sister) and her hus-
band Fielding Lewis, Water-
loo became the permanent 
residence of the Ashton family 
as it remains today. 

The remaining estate covers 
over 400 acres and remains 
an active farm as it has since 
1653.



 by Jay Walker

With a blend of science and 
emotion, students from the sev-
enth-grade Community Prob-
lem Solvers of Northumber-
land Middle School described 
a two-year-long effort to solve 
the crisis confronting Tangier 
Island.

They made the presentation 
at the Northumberland Asso-
ciation for Progressive Stew-
ardship (NAPS) annual meet-
ing February 11 at Heathsville 
United Methodist Church. 

The crisis is being caused by 
a rising sea level combined with 
subsidence of the land. The 
emotion was focused on the 
fate of the people and culture 
of the island, which is about 14 
miles off the Northumberland 
shore in the Chesapeake Bay. 
A crowd of about 80 attendees 
also reflected these two factors, 
as did two video presentations 
included on the program.

NAPS board member 
Shauna McCranie, the Prob-
lem Solvers Coach for 2016, 
introduced Grant Biddlecomb, 
Teagan Mullins, Channing 
Reynolds, Will Reger, Dalton 
Fulford, Shane Bryant, Skyler 
Pearson, Jessica Lee and Hallie 
Shackleford and explained that 
the 19-member Team Eco had 
been reduced by illness.

They described the plans 
developed with partners, 
including the U.S. Army Corps. 
of Engineers and Tangier town 
manager Renee Tyler. 

Plan A is to build a jetty/
seawall, that the Corps of 
Engineers plans to do in 2018. 
The questions raised are will 
it solve the problem and how 
long will this jetty last.

Plan B is to move the com-
munity to the mainland. “The 
Tangier community has sig-
nificant cultural and economic 
reasons for staying on the 
island,” the report notes. “Most 
of Tangier’s people would tell 
you that they love their life-
style and care very little for 
the fast-paced life on the main-
land,” the report adds. So the 
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Fantastic Summer Adventures at Chesapeake Academy
SUMMER CAMP 2017

Camp Chesapeake
For Fun-Loving Kids 

Ages 4-6
Nine One-Week Sessions

June 19-August 18

I Spy…

Red, White, and Blue!

Treasure!

Fossils!

Colonial Days!

Wetlands!

Gardens!

Trains!

Animals!

Community Helpers!

Northern Neck Explorers

Farm to Table Camp

Sports Camp

Mystery Tour

Northern Neck Explorers 
Arts Edition

Middle School Sports Clinics

For more information visit us on the web at

www.chesapeakeacademy.org
Ian York, Camp Director, 804-438-5575

CHESAPEAKE ACADEMY

us on the web at

Camp C-A
For Adventurous Kids 

Ages 7-13
Six One-Week Sessions

June 26-August 4

Students address ways 
to solve Tangier’s ‘crisis’

problem solving task would be 
“Save Tangier Island.” 

Because of the size of the 
undertaking, Hagy advised 
the group to pursue a two-year 
project. They partnered with 
Tyler, who invited them to meet 
with the visiting Polynesian 
Hokule’a ocean-going canoe 
that was sailing the world to 
carry the message of the dan-
gers created by climate change.

“So they rolled up their 
sleeves and decided they 
wanted to do a social media 
campaign to raise awareness 
for what is happening on Tang-
ier Island, raised money for 
Tangier, started a Twitter feed 
and a Facebook page and part-
nered with Renee Tyler,” said 
Hagy.

The team also carried out a 
letter-writing effort to elected 
officials, she said.

The discussion at the end 
of the program, moderated by 
NAPS co-president Dr. Lynton 
Land, reflected the same con-
cerns as the report—what to do 
for the Tangier community. 

Attendees mentioned that 
the coastal communities of the 
Northern Neck are under the 
same dangers as the island. 
Tangier residents now living 
on the mainland provided emo-
tional comments about what 
they still consider their homes.

McCranie noted that Tangier 
Mayor James Eskridge and 
Tyler hoped to be present, but 
had to cancel for lack of a 
pilot to fly them to the North-
ern Neck. As a result, she said 
the Community Problem Solv-
ers will present their program 
this spring on Tangier. Justin 
Bowis, head of Tangier Island 
Cruises, said he would provide 
free transportation for the stu-
dents to make that presenta-
tion.

At the end of the presen-
tation, the seventh-graders 
received a solid round of 
applause for a job well done. 

Jay Walker handles publicity 
for the Northumberland Asso-
ciation for Progressive Stew-
ardship.

Mentorship program facilitators

LMS names high honors roll
Lancaster Middle School 

recently released its high 
honors (all A’s and B’s) roll for 
the second quarter of the 2016-
17 academic session.

Fourth-graders on the honor 
roll are Gage Anderson, 
JaNae Avery, A’Mar’reona 
Ball, Journey Beale, Mat-
thew Booth, Carmen Crosby, 
Lily Davis Hathaway, Sarah 
Donovan, Alannah Farrell, 
Ronell Gordon, Elizabeth 
Hazell, Riley Jackson, Brae-
lyn Johnson, Matthew Kane, 
LaShawnda Laws and Tylan 
Lee.

Also, Lucy McDaniels, 
Ashton Molineaux, Junacia 
Morris, Kirstyn Orange, Tyler 
Rhodes, Madison Schnei-
der, Mason Walker and Keira 
Wheatley.

Fifth-graders on the honor 
roll are Jada Ashburn Frame, 
Isaiah Ball, Tre’von Ball, 
Latine Bowman, Laura Canter, 
JaVahri Cockrell, Jenaya Cox, 
Jesse Donovan, Caleb Dun-
ford, Ta’Leyia Elmore, Aniy 
Everett, Allison Foulkes, Kay-
anna Gaskins, Tiya Goodman, 
Lawrence Harding, Jason 
Heming, Paris Howard, Traniel 
Kelley, Keegan Kellum, Aiana 
Lewis, Hailey Lewis and Pier-

son Long.
Also, Sarah McGee, Tamia 

McLaughlin, Adam Newman, 
Mikayla Noel, Tarik Norris, 
David Parks, Anari Polk, Caleb 
Ramsey, Samariah Robinson, 
Kaylie Roshia, Adele Schnei-
der, Daveon Smith, Jada Smith, 
Trinity Sydnor, Seartis Turner, 
Trajan Waddy and SaNye 
Wilson.

Sixth-graders on the honor 
roll are Jamarria Arrington, 
Ke’Andre Ball, Lynesha 
Ball, Christian Bowers, DeJa 
Brown, Kelsie Conaway, Shan-
non Cooke, Allahna Craft, 
Jazmine Curry, Aniyah Dam-
eron, Madison Davis, Nichole 
Dawson, Nathan Forrester, 
Alexis Franklin, Victoria 
Ray Geier, Ethan Haskiell, 
Raven Hottinger, Shaniya 
Keeve, De’Ashanti Owens and 
X’Zaveion Owens.

Also, Trinity Payne, Lyric 
Pinn, Elijah Robinson, 
Markell Scott, Evan Smith, 
Dania Smith, Takayla Taylor, 
Antavion Thomas, Monasia 
Thompson, Parker Throck-
morton, Bridger Vanderpool, 
Dakarai Walters, Madison 
Webster, Mar’Lecia Williams 
and Nimiyah Williams.

Seventh-graders on the 

honor roll are Mackenzie 
Bartlett, Chyra Boyd, Kelsey 
Chance, Jayden Chapman, 
Zachary Churchill, McDon-
ald Crittenden, Carissa Davis, 
Brookelynn Farrell, Paige For-
rester, NyJhria Gordon, Destin 
Henderson, Jenascia Hen-
derson, Logan Kemp, Shan-
non Leigh, Damont Maiden, 
Destiny McCarraher, Tristan 
McDaniels, Zykea Noel and 
Sean Pittman.

Also, William Randall, 
Calvin Redmond, Jan’Nasia 
Redmon, Zackery Rhodes, 
Shelby Rose, Porschea Skill-
ings, Aniya Smith, Rachel 
Taft, Morgan VerMeer, Grayce 
Yates, and Donald Zheng. 

Eighth-graders on the honor 
roll are Tabitha Baugh, Alexis 
Blue, Noah Booth, Jmiaya 
Boyd, Austen George, Alyssa 
Hasson, Adrian Henderson, 
Abria Jackson, McKenna 
Jones, Emily Kane, Jack Le, 
Brittney Nelson, Zaire Nick-
ens, Eternity Noel and Trevon 
Owens.

Also, Karson Roop, Day-
shana Sanford, Brian Selph, 
Katherine Thomas, Makenzie 
Thomas, Amaya Veney, Ter-
rence Waddy, Dionna Wallace 
and Katarina Zeiler.

NES releases ‘A’ honor roll
Northumberland Elementary 

School recently released its 
“A” honor roll for the second 
nine weeks of the 2016-17 aca-
demic session.

Second-graders on the honor 
roll are Braylin Beauchamp, 
Ally Biddlecomb, Emma 
Brown, William Diller, Chase 
Dodson, Erik Garcia Vargas, 
Waylon Hymes, Victoria Jett, 
Deshaya Lee, Riley Milau, 
Cailey Rose, Lacie Self and 
Jeilan Williams-Johnson.

Third-graders on the honor 
roll are James Blake, Reagan 
Brent, Rivah Carter, Abriam 
Contreras, Gracey Dameron, 
Willard Felton, Madison Jones, 
Olivia Metsala, Jayla Wilson 
and J. P. Withers.

Fourth-graders on the honor 
roll are Namiyah Andrews, 
Tre Booth, Chloe Brann, Addi-
son Gordon, Reagan Harding, 
Keyonna Mebane, Anthony 
Montgomery, Olivia New-
some, Alliya Newton, Ally-

sia Newton, Seriyah Nickens, 
Ally O’Bier, Alexandra Perez, 
Joseph Rockson, Itzel San-
tamaria, Anne Shackelford, 
Sanaa Thomas, James Thomp-
son, Ava Wilson and Liliona 
Wright.

Fifth-graders on the honor 
roll are Harmyni Ball, Shelby 
Headley, Ryan Livesay, Bevan 
Ransone, Joseph Scripture, 
Ethan Viers, Tucker Webb and 
Nash Withers.

Lancaster Primary School, 
36 Primary School Circle, 
Lancaster, will conduct kinder-
garten registration from 4 to 7 
p.m. March 22.

Children must be age 5 on 
or before September 30, 2017, 

reported principal Michael J. 
Daddario.

Families must bring with 
them an original birth certifi-
cate and proof of residency, 
said Daddario. All children 
also will need a current physi-

cal to attend kindergarten.
At the open house, parents 

may complete the registration 
paperwork, meet the kinder-
garten teachers and visit with 
the school nurse to discuss 
immunizations, he said.

Kindergarten registration 
is slated March 22 at LPS

question remains, where might 
they relocate to preserve the 
culture and economics of the 
community?

Plan C is relocate individu-
ally. This alternative is on-
going as many young adults 
have already left the island to 
find work for a variety of rea-
sons. In addition, the report 
states, “The children of Tangier 
might be the individuals who 
decide that they want another 
lifestyle besides that of their 
parents and grandparents.”

Plan D is do nothing. The 
problem solvers rejected this 
idea as unrealistic.

The report concluded with 
Plan E: “Can we figure out a 
plan E today?” This lament 
was based on the conclusion 
that Plan A is short term, Plans 
B and C are unfavorable to 
the people and Plan D is not 
acceptable.

To start the report, Pam 
Hagy, the Community Prob-
lem Solvers coach in 2015, 
described how the students, 
then in sixth-grade, received a 
Maryland license plate grant to 
spend three days at the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation’s Port 
Isobel education center, adja-
cent to Tangier Island. On their 
last day, after students visited 
the island and became aware of 
its problems, they decided their 

Call today to receive your paper
and/or online subscription!



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Local News, Weather & Sports

Dennis Burchill Nancy Travers

Weekday Mornings  6-9 am

Packaging Solutions

Chesapeake posts
head of school list

Chesapeake Academy recently announced its head of school 
list honors for the second marking period.

Fifth-graders on the list are Ap Pollard and Jackson Pyles.
Sixth-graders on the list are Calista Nelson and Spencer Cam-

marata.
Seventh-graders on the list are Larkin Denton, Rebecca 

Meberg, Adair Stanley and Elizabeth Stanley.
Eight-graders on the list are Mary Esten Brown, Jordan Abbott 

and Emma Smith.

Christchurch School 
announces dean’s list

Christchurch School dean 
of instruction Donny Pyles 
recently announced the 
dean’s list for the second 
marking period of the 2016-
17 academic session.

Ninth-graders named to 
the list are Julia Aaron, 
Barron Cohen, Timmy Don-
aldson, Izzy Fenton, Charlie 
Li, Arthur Nichols, Caroline 
Painter, Aleida Rumadas and 
Reagan Stilwell.

Tenth-graders named to 
the list are Benton Amthor, 
Boyd Bragg, Zhanghe 
Chen, Hunter Collier, Avery 
Davis, Kobby Dei, Ify Eze, 
Alice Johnson, Rosie Kilby, 
John Machowski, Logan 

May, Colin Mulherin, Paris 
Nelson, Ify Nwaonyeneho, 
Blair Pausic, Rashad Rigby, 
Egecan Tezcan, Becca 
Woolums and Yingyi Zhu.

Eleventh-graders named 
to the list are Fifehan Ade-
sanya, Faith Beasley, Nash 
Carrington, Xiaodi Chen, 
Kieran Hindess, David Huff, 
Dale Johnson, Zeyuan Li, 
Larkin Rae, Trevor Revere, 
Alara Sahin, Darius Tucker 
and Christian Wallace.

Twelfth-graders named to 
the list are Sicheng Chen, 
Jack Corson, Kieran Hanley, 
Vy Lai, Santi Meneses, Jake 
Scott, Jordan Shing, Thomas 
Walker and Wesley Warder.

On January 21, band stu-
dents from the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula 
joined hundreds from the 
area to audition for the Dis-
trict XV All-District Middle 
School Honor Bands.

Three Lancaster Middle 
School students, Emily 
Kane, Grace Oren and Ain-
sley Mumford, were selected 
to be a part of the District 
Concert Band, reported band 
director Kenny Flester.

 At 11 a.m., February 9, the 
students gathered at Brooke 
Point High School, said 
Flester. In a day-and-a-half 
they prepared five pieces of 
music and performed them 
Saturday afternoon. The stu-
dents enjoyed the weekend 

a lot, despite the very long 
rehearsals.

“It was a great experience,” 
said Emily Kane. “The music 
was very challenging.” 

The students had the 
opportunity to work with and 
spend time with other musi-
cians and learn new things 
from the guest conductor 
Brett Higginbotham, from 
Poquoson Middle School. 
The concert was a huge suc-
cess, with the bands playing 
very challenging music, said 
Flester. 

“I’m always impressed 
at these events,” he said. 
“They’ve practiced the music 
for a day-and-a-half, and 
it sounds like they’ve been 
practicing it for two months.”

Three LMS musicians
participate in District 
Concert Band retreat

Students stage ‘Charlotte’s Web’

LMS students of the week

Chesapeake Academy recently announced Camp Chesapeake 
for ages 4-6 will be offered from 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. June 19 
to August 18.

Campers will enjoy weekly field trips to exciting venues such 
as geocaching at Westmoreland State Park, the Richmond Metro 
Zoo, Belle Isle State Park, the Dinosaur Discovery Trail at the 
Virginia Living Museum, visiting community helpers around the 
area, Pope’s Creek Plantation and to see “The Little Engine that 
Could” at the Virginia Repertory Theatre at Willow Lawn.

Designed around a versatile “I Spy” theme, summer camp 
promises a dynamic experience for young campers, explor-
ing new activities, discovering new interests and meeting new 
friends, said head of school Debbie Cook. 

Each week will build on a different “I Spy” theme including 
treasure; animals; red, white and blue; fossils; trains; wetlands; 
community helpers; colonial days and gardens. Arts and crafts, 
silly competitions and games complement the camp day.

Camp Chesapeake
to offer ‘I Spy’ theme

SCHOOL REPORTS

Ten Rappahannock Commu-
nity College students were rec-
ognized as members of the “A” 
Club at a February 3 luncheon 
sponsored by the Student Sup-
port Services Office.

Marley Kimmitt of Nor-
thumberland County was 
among the students who were 
recognized.

The Rappahannock Art 
League will offer Getting 
Started in Colored Pencil from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21, at the Studio Gallery, 
19 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock. Steph Brown will lead 
the class.

For course fees and registra-
tion, visit the gallery or call 
436-9309.

Chesapeake Academy will 
host a Discovery Day for ages 
3-6 from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
February 25 at Chesapeake 
Academy, 103 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington. 

The featured book is Ellen 
Stoll Walsh’s Mouse Count. 
For reservations, contact Hilary 
Scott, 438-5575, or hscott@
chesapeakeacademy.org.

 

Applications are avail-
able for the Mary Winston 
McCullough Scholarship to 
be awarded to a graduating 
high school senior. The recipi-
ent must be a resident of Lan-
caster County, a member of 
Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock or a graduating 
senior from Lancaster High 
School.

Applications are available 
from the Grace Episcopal 
Church office or the guidance 
department at Lancaster High 
School. The deadline is March 1.

The Writers Guild of Vir-
ginia will offer memoir writ-
ing classes from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. February 25 at the home 
of author David Cariens. 

The fee is $300. To register, 
contact Cariens at dcariens@
gmail.com.

The Lancaster County Lions 
Club will host the 2017 Lions 
Zone A Bland Music Competi-
tion at 2 p.m. Sunday, February 
19, at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury, 132 Lancaster 
Drive, Irvington. Winners in 
both categories, instrument 
and voice, will receive cash 
prizes and the opportunity to 
advance to the regional, district 
and state competitions.

The competition is open 
to primary, middle and high 
school students, including 
home school students. Infor-
mation and application forms 
are available on the Lancaster 
Lions Facebook page, or call 
Lion Bob Reed, 435-9785, or 
Lion David Farley, 436-3648. 

The Rappahannock Art 
League will offer Introduction 
to Pen and Ink from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. February 28, at the 
Studio Gallery, 19 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. Steph 
Brown will lead the class.

For course fees and registra-
tion, visit the gallery or call 
436-9309.

The Northern Neck Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict (NNSWCD) recently 
announced two $1,000 schol-
arships are available to North-
ern Neck students majoring in 
or intending to major in any 
course curriculum related to 
natural resource conservation 
and/or environmental studies. 
All applications are due in the 
District office in Warsaw by 
March 1.

 Applicants must fill out each 
of the scholarship application 
forms. The forms can be found 
at nnswcd.org and may be 
filled out, printed and mailed 
to the NNSWCD office or con-
tact kathleen.watson@nnswcd.
org, or 313-9102, ext. 105. 

paper & 
online 
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Care Designed Around...

 

Allison Ovide, P.A.
is welcoming new patients at 
White Stone Family Practice 

and looks forward to being a part of Your 
Personal Health Team. 

 
 

Call or Go Online Today! 

804-435-3133

riversideonline.com/ChooseUs
   or text CHOOSEUS to 78234

Appointments Available Now

Hall joins Interlochen Arts 
Academy musicians for 
New York City residency
Nineteen current Interlochen Arts Academy 

musicians recently completed their week-
long New York City residency with a chamber 
concert at the Lincoln Center’s Stanley H. 
Kaplan Penthouse. 

Christopher Hall, the son of Michael and 
Rachel Hall of Wicomico Church, was one of 
the musicians who was selected to participate 
in this adventure. Hall attended Northumber-
land County Public Schools until his junior 
year when he was awarded a scholarship to 
help pay for his Interlochen tuition for the 
remainder of high school.

Students spent their week in New York 
attending master classes with Manhattan 
School of Music flute faculty member Linda 
Chesis, New York University string faculty 
member Karen Ritscher and New York Philhar-
monic principal trombonist Joe Alessi.

Downtime activities included a field trip to 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, a Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky talk led by conductor Semyon 
Bychkov, attending both a New York Phil-
harmonic rehearsal and performance, Verdi’s 
Rigoletto at the Metropolitan Opera and plenty 
of food.

One such meal was a pizza party hosted by 
New York Philharmonic president Matthew 
VanBesien in his Lincoln Center office. During 
the meal, VanBesien addressed the group and 
took questions from the students on topics 
ranging from good applicant etiquette to what 
he saw as the future of classical music.

Following the meal, New York Philhar-
monic assistant archivist Gabryel Smith 
presented various treasures from the Phil-
harmonic’s expansive collection: Mahler-
notated Beethoven sheet music, an original 
pressing of the very first New York Philhar-

monic recording, an intact Leonard Bern-
stein baton and more.

The student musicians eagerly passed the 
rarities around the office and snapped sev-
eral photos before thanking VanBesien and 
the New York Philharmonic staff and return-
ing to their hotel.

The Stanley H. Kaplan Penthouse chamber 
concert repertoire included classical and con-
temporary compositions ranging in a number 
of styles and instrumentation and several 
pieces by Interlochen alumni.

Following the performance, musicians were 
greeted by friends, family members, peers, 
Interlochen alumni and the New York Philhar-
monic musicians.

SCHOOL REPORTS

Kindergarteners
present program

Chesapeake Academy kin-
dergarteners recently presented 
“The Giving Tree” by Shel Sil-
verstein to their families and 
the student body, reciting the 
story of the kindly tree in parts 
assisted by narrator and direc-
tor Robin Blake. 

Angus Angstrom of Irving-
ton delivered his line loud and 
clear in response to the tree’s 
gift of apples, branches and 
wood for its beloved friend, 
“And the tree was happy!” 

This presentation was part 
of a series of productions 
from Chesapeake Academy’s 
fine and performing arts cur-
riculum, said head of school 
Debbie Cook.

Finding ‘right match’ 
between student and school

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle

Every parent wants their child 
to love learning and thrive emo-
tionally, physically and intel-
lectually at school. But finding 
the school that suits your child’s 
abilities, interests and needs can 
be a challenge.

Chesapeake Academy admis-
sion director Hilary Scott says 
she regularly hears from parents 
searching for the “right match.” 

“Many of these parents have 
never before considered an 
independent school and are 
unsure how to begin evaluating 
what environment might best 
suit their child,” said Scott. “I 
always suggest they begin with 
a series of questions.”

Is there a “spark” in the 
child’s eyes and an excitement 
about learning?

Is the child engaged and nur-
tured?

Is the child curious and chal-
lenged?

Is learning as important as 
testing in the child’s current 
environment?

Are the child’s individual 
needs being adequately met?

Is the child safe, developing 
good character and valued in his 
or her community?

If the answers to these ques-
tions suggest that a better match 
might exist for children, then 

parents may want to consider an 
independent school, said Scott.

Independent schools have 
specific missions, philoso-
phies and core values, and the 
school website should provide 
evidence of that mission put 
into practice, she said. The 
next step is to request a bro-
chure and schedule a campus 
visit. 

“The right school for a child 
is the one that can best meet the 
needs of that child and some-
times a child’s needs change as 
he or she develops intellectu-
ally,” said head of school Debbie 
Cook. “Whether your child is at 
the beginning or in the middle 
of his or her education, it is cru-
cial that parents carefully con-
sider the philosophy and spirit 
of a school and see for them-
selves how the school functions 
on a daily basis.”

“Many parents are delighted 
to discover the small class sizes 
and abundant resources of inde-
pendent schools and they are 
pleased to learn that social, 
emotional, artistic and athletic 
growth are prized and encour-
aged along with academic 
excellence,” said Scott. “Fur-
thermore, independent schools 
adhere to a ‘triangle approach’ 
to education—the child, the 

family and the school work 
together to develop a balanced 
and successful student.” 

Parents are integral to the 
success of their child and are 
encouraged to be active partici-
pants in the life of the school, 
she said. 

Determining whether an 
independent school is finan-
cially feasible is the next step 
and Scott advises parents to 
investigate options before 
making assumptions about 
cost. At Chesapeake Academy, 
for instance, 41% of enrolled 
students receive financial aid. 
While families may need to 
prioritize education in order to 
afford it, many families are able 
to access educational options if 
they enter the financial aid pro-
cess—and the benefits can be 
lifelong, she said.

“There is nothing more 
important than educating the 
whole child, mind, body and 
spirit,” said Cook. “That is what 
independent schools are all 
about. We welcome parents to 
come and experience our com-
munity!”

To schedule an appointment 
to learn more about indepen-
dent schools, contact Scott at 
438-5575, or hscott@chesa-
peakeacademy.org.

Newspapers bring learning to 

The Rappahannock Com-
munity College Educational 
Foundation’s Rappahannock 
Institute for Lifelong Learning 
will offer “The Battle of Chan-
cellorsville” from 1 to 3 p.m. 
March 3, 10 and 17 at Rappa-
hannock Community College, 
Warsaw Campus, 52 Campus 
Drive, Warsaw. The instructor 
will be Jon Stallard.

Advance registration, with 
a tuition payment of $35, is 
required. To register, contact 
Sharon Drotleff at 333-6707, 
or sdrotleff@rappahannock.
edu.

The Rappahannock Art 
League will offer Drawing for 
the Truly Terrified from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday, Febru-
ary 16, at the Studio Gallery, 
19 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock. Steph Brown will lead 
the class.

For course fees and registra-
tion, visit the gallery or call 
436-9309.

The Rappahannock Com-
munity College Educational 
Foundation’s Rappahannock 
Institute for Lifelong Learn-
ing will offer “Dead Zones in 
Chesapeake Bay and around 
the World” from 1 to 3 p.m. 
March 22 and 25 and April 5 at 
the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science, 1208 Greate Road, 
Gloucester Point. The instruc-
tors will be Dr. Elizabeth Shad-
wick and doctorate student stu-
dent Ike Irby.

Advance registration, with 
a tuition payment of $35, is 
required. To register, contact 
Sharon Drotleff at 333-6707, or 
sdrotleff@rappahannock.edu.

St. Mary’s Whitechapel 
Episcopal Church scholarship 
applications and related docu-
mentation must be received by 
April 18. Requests for appli-
cations should be sent to St. 
Mary’s Whitechapel Episcopal 
Church, Betty Thornton, chair-
man, 5940 White Chapel Road, 
Lancaster, VA 22503.

Requests also may be made at 
462-5908 between 9 a.m. and 2 
p.m., Tuesdays through Fridays, 
or stmarys.whitechapel@aol.
com. Lancaster High School 
seniors may obtain an applica-
tion from the guidance office.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Doc Lyons recently 
announced his office is 
accepting applications for 
the 2017-18 Virginia Sher-
iff ’s Institute Scholarship 
Program. Applicants must be 
permanent residents of Nor-
thumberland County and pur-
suing a major in the field of 
criminal justice.

For additional requirements 
and applications, call Sheriff 
Lyons, 580-5221. Scholar-
ships will be awarded by the 
end of May.

Lancaster Community 
Library, 16 Town Centre 
Drive, Kilmarnock, will 
offer instructor lead, self-
paced Beginner Windows 10 
courses from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. most Wednesdays. Reg-
istration is required. Call 
435-1729, or visit lancaster-
library.org.

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.
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‘Symphony in Flowers Tickets’ available at Noblett
From left, Clifton Moskoff and Darmone Waller of Noblett Appliance and Propane hang a 
banner promoting the upcoming “Symphony in Flowers,” featuring the Lancaster High School 
Band and floral designer Francine Thomas of New Zealand. The Kilmarnock Garden Club and 
the LHS Band will present the program at 2 p.m. March 12 at the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock. Tickets are $35 and may be purchased at Noblett, 17 
South Main Street, or 438-5803.

Bank of Lancaster senior 
vice president and consumer 
education director Hazel 
Farmer recently was a speaker 
for a nation-wide training 
webinar for the American 
Bankers Association (ABA).

The ABA and the Virginia 
Bankers Association (VBA) 
are celebrating the 20th anni-
versary of “Teach Children to 
Save Day (TCTS),” a financial 
literacy program developed to 
help elementary and middle 
school youth understand the 
importance of learning to save. 
Farmer has been involved with 
the program since its inception 
and she was asked to share her 
knowledge with bankers across 
the country. The one-hour session was designed 
to familiarize bankers with action steps, ideas and 
tips on how to make an effective TCTS lesson.

“I considered this both an honor and a won-
derful opportunity to share with fellow bankers 
across the country as we celebrate this mile-
stone anniversary,” said Farmer.  

Sharing her tips for successful presentations, 
she reported, “I learned early on that I am a 
banker, not a teacher. So my team and I have 
been involved with training programs at both 
the Federal Reserve and the VBA to teach us 
how to take what we know as bankers and relay 
it to a 6 year old or a 16 year old.

“I cannot say enough about these wonderful 
organizations. They provide materials designed 
to promote student participation and the lesson 
curriculum is aligned with academic standards. 
These are of great value to us as we make pre-
sentations in classrooms and conduct in-house 
tours. When working with children, it is impor-
tant to be prepared and to make your presenta-
tions a fun learning experience.

“National TCTS is a one-day event so I had 
the opportunity to share with fellow bankers not 

only what I have found to be 
successful in the classroom but 
other opportunities to extend 
the financial literacy program 
beyond the national day, such 
as school bank programs. Our 
Bright Futures School Bank 
at Lancaster Middle School is 
now in its 10th year of opera-
tion, providing a great opportu-
nity for students to understand 
money management,” she said. 

Bankers across the country 
have reached millions of young 
people over the past 20 years 
with this important TCTS pro-
gram, said Farmer.

“As a community banker, I 
understand the importance of 
supporting the communities 

we are privileged to serve and helping people 
improve the quality of their lives. This certainly 
extends to our youth because they are tomor-
row’s citizens.  If we can help them to under-
stand money management today, as adults they 
will benefit personally and also be able to con-
tribute to society,” she said.  

Over the past 20 years, Farmer and her team 
have seen almost 10,000 youth in the Northern 
Neck, visiting all of the elementary schools 
during TCTS  held in April. This year the 
team is again making plans to visit Lancaster 
Primary, Northumberland Elementary, Chesa-
peake Academy, Richmond County Elementary, 
Washington District, Cople Elementary, and 
Colonial Beach Elementary.

 “We have a wonderful partnership with our 
local schools and we are grateful for the oppor-
tunities they give us as bankers to meet and 
share with their students,” said Farmer.  

April was declared Financial Literacy Month 
by the U. S. Senate in 2003, and the TCTS 
program walks hand in hand with the Senate’s 
direction to help promote financial literacy. This 
year TCTS is April 28.  

Hazel Farmer participates in 
training webinar for bankers

Hazel Farmer

Contemporary fiber art is 
not your grandmother’s 

crocheted afghan. Excellence 
in Fibers, an exhibition of 
selected works drawn from 
the second annual interna-
tional juried print exhibition 
published by Fiber Art Now 
magazine, presents some of 
the most exciting and innova-
tive work being done today 
in the world of contemporary 
fiber art. 

The show, at New Bedford 
Art Museum/ArtWorks!, 608 
Pleasant Street, New Bedford, 
Mass., through March 19, is 
FAN’s first venture into pre-
senting their print exhibition 
in a real world venue. 

Fiber Art Now received 
submissions from artists 
around the world  in response 
to the call for entries. The 
jurors were Emily Zilber, 
curator, MFA Boston; 
Gerhardt Knodel and 
Norma Minkowitz, both inter-
nationally recognized fiber 
artists and icons in the field of 
fiber; and Melissa Leventon, 
principal of Curatrix Group 
Museum Consultants and a 
former curator at the Fine 
Arts Museums of San Fran-
cisco. Of the over 50 works 
in the print exhibition, 31 
were selected for the show at 
NBAM/AW. 

Excellence in Fibers runs 

the gamut from established 
artist to newcomer; from 
traditional age old basket 
weaving techniques to digital 
manipulation and printing; 
from familiar sewing and 
quilt making to laser cutting 
techniques. Within the broad 
category of fiber, the show 
includes weaving, sewing, 
applique, embroidery, basket 
making, sculpture, crochet, 
felting, screen printing, joom-
chi and knotting. 

“I am honored to be a part 
of the international art exhi-
bition,” said Jean Koon of 
Morattico.

Other artists in the show 
include Nicole Benner, Joel 

Allen, Lois Russel, Jacky 
M. Puzey, Heather Ujiie, 
David Bacharach, Pat Hick-
man, Pat Burns-Wendland, Pat 
Busby, Anna Carlson, Deborah 
Corsini, Ania Gilmore, Anna 
Kristina Goransson, Mer-
edith Grimsley, Henry Hal-
lett, Patricia Kennedy-Zafred, 
Mariko Kusumoto, Jean-
net Leendertse, Dorothy 
McGuinness, Alicia Merrett, 
Elizabeth Odiorne, Kathryn 
Rousso, Chloe Sachs, Diane 
Savona, Deloss Webber and 
Wendy Weiss.

Gallery hours are noon to 
5 p.m. Wednesdays through 
Sundays, and open to 9 p.m. 
on Thursdays.

A new study led by research-
ers at William & Mary’s Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Sci-
ence links a long-term decline 
in Chesapeake Bay’s eelgrass 
beds to both deteriorating 
water quality and rising sum-
mertime temperatures.

It also shows that loss of the 
habitat and other benefits that 
eelgrass provides comes at a 
staggering ecological and eco-
nomic cost.

“Not only have we lost a 
huge ecological resource, there 
have been real economic and 
recreational consequences for 
the bay area’s nearly 20 million 
residents,” said lead scientist 
Jonathan Lefcheck, a VIMS 
post-doctoral researcher.

“Blue crab fisheries, for 
example, have probably lost a 
year or more of catch based on 

the amount of eelgrass we’ve 
already lost,” said Lefcheck. 
“For silver perch, it’s 10 to 20 
years. In all, we estimate the 
potential economic cost to citi-
zens at $1 to 2 billion.”

The study—based on a 
comparison of VIMS’ 31-year 
record of seagrass abundance 
and the Chesapeake Bay Pro-
gram’s long-term record of bay 
water quality—appeared in 
the February 3 issue of Global 
Change Biology. Co-authors 
include professor Robert 
“JJ” Orth and scientist David 
Wilcox of VIMS, Dr. Rebecca 
Murphy of the University of 
Maryland Center for Envi-
ronmental Science and Scott 
Marion of the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish & Wildlife.

 “Declining water clarity 
has gradually reduced eel-

Town of Warsaw businesses 
have until Monday, Febru-
ary 20, to submit a property 
or store front enhancement or 
beautification grant request.

“The town council appropri-
ated up to $6,000 in matching 
grants to assist town businesses 
to upgrade or improve their 
‘drive-by’ appeal,” said Roger 
Lee, chairman of Warsaw’s 
Economic Development Com-
mittee. “This is our round one 
solicitation and we hope all 
funds are allocated during this 
cycle.”

Because February 20 falls on 
President’s Day, applications 
will be accepted until the end 
of the day, Tuesday, February 
21, according to town manager 
Lee Hood Capps. However, 
those coming by mail must be 
postmarked on or before Feb-
ruary 20.

 The program is in its fourth 
year. Previous recipients 
have installed security lights, 
awnings, added flower boxes, 
installed shutters, painted the 
exterior, replaced windows, 
reconfigured parking areas and 
added perennial plants among 
other upgrades. 

The Klothz Patch, First 
Impressions and Feather Your 
Nest are among previous 
winners, each receiving an 
improvement grant between 
$850 and $1,000 to match their 
own investments of $1,600 to 
$3,000.

Applications are available 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays at Town Hall, 
78 Belle Ville Lane, Warsaw, 
townofwarsaw.com; or con-
tact contact Robert Moore or 
Capps, 333-3737, or rmoore@
town.warsaw.va.us.

Central Virginia landowners 
can learn more about actively 
managing their forestlands 
during the eighth annual Forest 
Landowners’ Retreat, March 
17 through 19 at Holiday Lake 
4-H Educational Center near 
Appomattox.

Topics will include forest 
management planning, timber 
sales, wildlife management, 
invasive plant control, basic 
tree identification and mea-
surement skills and more. A 
tour of the Appomattox-Buck-
ingham State Forest will show-
case pine and hardwood man-
agement, wildlife practices and 
water quality protection.

Sponsoring partners for the 
retreat are the Virginia Depart-
ment of Forestry, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension and 
the Virginia Forest Landowner 

Education Program.
“This program provides an 

excellent introduction to forest 
management issues, especially 
for those new to land owner-
ship,” said Ellen Powell of the 
Virginia Department of For-
estry.

Jennifer Gagnon of Virginia 
Tech’s Forest Landowner Edu-
cation Program said, “We use 
a combination of classroom 
and field sessions, taught by 
experts, to get participants 
fully engaged in learning. The 
weekend retreat format also 
enables people to share their 
experiences with other land-
owners.”

The program starts early 
Saturday morning, so Friday 
night lodging is available and 
encouraged. Three registration 
options are available: Friday 

Analysis indicates declining eelgrass 
could result in $1-2 billion in losses

grass cover during the past 
two decades, primarily in 
deeper beds where lack of light 
already limits growth, said 
Orth, who who initiated VIMS’ 
annual Seagrass Monitoring 
and Assessment program in 
1984.

 “In shallow beds, it’s more 
that heat waves are stressing 
the plants, leading to the sharp 
drops we’ve seen in recent 
summers,” he said.

It’s the combined effect of 
these two factors that gives the 
researchers their greatest con-
cern. “Declining clarity plus 
these hot summers is a real 
double-whammy for eelgrass,” 
said Lefcheck. 

 Artisan partnership
Virginia State Parks in the Northern Neck are seeking part-

nerships with local artisans. An open “call for artists” from 2 
to 6 p.m. February 26 in Murphy Hall at Westmoreland State 
Park, 145 Cliff Road, Montross, to view and judge artwork. 
Staff will make a decision as to whether the artwork meets 
Virginia State Parks accepted criteria for workshops, exhibits 
and vending.

Artists will sign in and be reviewed on a “first come first serve 
basis”. Each artist will be provided with a table for displaying a 
small sample of work for the jurors. RSVP by February 23, to 
Annette.Bareford@dcr.virginia.gov.

 NARFE meeting
The Northern Neck Chapter 1823 of the National Active and 

Retired Federal Employees (NARFE) Association will meet at 
1 p.m. March 7 at the Lancaster Community Library, 16 Town 
Centre Drive, Kilmarnock. The NARFE Chapter 1823 executive 
board will meet at noon.

Northumberland County Red Cross executive director Shirley 
Grant will speak about storm preparation. Current, former and 
retired federal employees, spouses and survivor annuitants are 
invited. 

Forest landowners’retreat set March 17-19

Warsaw Business
Improvement Grant
applications are due

Local artisan’s work selected for international fiber show

The Virginia Farm Bureau Federation 
wants the movement of Virginia-grown 
fruits and vegetables across state lines to be 
regulated by a state agency rather than the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

As the federal Produce Safety Rule goes 
into effect this year, Farm Bureau leaders 
and the organization’s Young Farmers Com-
mittee are urging state legislators to approve 
a bill authorizing the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services to carry 
out specifics of that rule for large-scale pro-
duce farms.

“We’d rather have the state come out and 
inspect farms instead of the federal govern-
ment,” said Kyle Sturgis, a Northampton 
County vegetable producer and one of a 
dozen VFBF Young Farmers who visited 

the Virginia General Assembly February 6. 
A focus of their discussions with legislators 
was Senate Bill 1195, sponsored by Sen. 
Richard Stuart of Montross.

The bill would allow farmers subject 
to the produce rule to work with VDACS 
instead of the FDA to comply with the new 
rule. Even the FDA has requested that states 
carry out the rule; to date 41 other states 
have entered into agreements to do so. 

“VDACS understands our needs in Vir-
ginia and the federal government is so far 
removed,” Sturgis said.

The Produce Safety Rule is part of the 
Food Safety Modernization Act signed into 
law in 2011. It sets standards for the safe 
growing, harvesting, packing and holding 
of produce intended for interstate commerce 

and it will affect about 400 of Virginia’s 
2,300 produce farms.

“We all want safe food, but it comes down 
to common sense when dealing with regu-
lation,” said Sturgis, whose family’s Tri-S 
Farms doesn’t grow enough fruits and veg-
etables to be regulated by the bill.

He said most of the legislators with 
whom the Young Farmers met were famil-
iar with Senate Bill 1195, but some wanted 
more information. Sitting down and talking 
with them face-to-face was effective, he 
noted. 

Those legislators included members of the 
House agriculture committee including Del. 
Robert S. Bloxom Jr. of Mappsville, Del. 
Mark L. Keam of Vienna and Del. Barry D. 
Knight of Virginia Beach.

VFBF Young Farmers seek help from
Virginia to ship produce across state lines

and Saturday night $90 per 
person, or $170 per couple; 
Saturday night-only, $65 per 
person or $120 per couple; or 
a commuter option without 
lodging, $40 per person or $70 
per couple. Meals included 
with all options are Saturday 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 

and Sunday breakfast and 
lunch. 

To register online or to 
download a brochure, visit 
http://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu, 
or contact Jennifer Gagnon at 
540-231-6391, or jgagnon@
vt.edu. The registration dead-
line is March 3.

 Business workshops
The University of Mary Washington Small Business Devel-

opment Center will offer The Business Plan Narrative on Feb-
ruary 23 and Business Plan Financial Projections on March 9. 
The workshop will be held from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at The Enterprise 
Center, 483 Main Street, Warsaw. 

The fee is $30 per workshop. The registration deadline is the 
Monday prior to the workshop. Call 333-0286, or bhaywood@
umw.edu.

BUSINESS BRIEFS
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The ninth annual Gover-
nor’s Conference on Agricul-
tural Trade is set for March 
6 and 7 in Richmond. Agri-
cultural leaders are calling it 
a timely opportunity to high-
light the value of farm and 
forest exports to the state and 
national economies.

“We export about one-third 
of all that we grow in Virginia, 
so if we didn’t have those over-
seas markets I’m not sure what 
would happen to all that prod-
uct—or to the prices we get for 
our commodities,” said Wayne 
F. Pryor, president of the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation.

Farm Bureau is a conference 
sponsor, along with the Vir-
ginia Port Authority and Vir-
ginia Tech.

“Agriculture and forestry are 

the largest parts of Virginia’s 
economy, representing $70 bil-
lion in sales, jobs and further 
business impacts,” Pryor said. 
“Anytime we can bring together 
industry leaders, government 
officials and representatives of 
our trading partners overseas, 
it’s a win-win situation.”

Panel discussions at the 
conference will focus on the 
importance of the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement for 
agriculture and opportunities 
for farm exports to the Pacific 
region. Other presentations 
will focus on current U.S. agri-
culture and trade priorities and 
opportunities and challenges 
for forest product exports.

Exports of farm commodi-
ties have been a shining star 
for the American economy for 

decades. Last October farm 
exports had a positive trade 
balance of almost $5 billion, 
according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. That trend 
continued with a $4.6 billion 
positive agriculture trade bal-
ance in November 2016 and 
$3.2 billion in December.

Virginia is fortunate to 
have a strong transport infra-
structure for farm and forest 
exports, said Pryor.

“The Port of Virginia is the 
largest on the East Coast. We’re 
ideally situated in the middle 
of the Eastern Seaboard and 
we have great rail and highway 
access from Hampton Roads to 
the East Coast,” he said.

Registration is available 
at ag-forestry.virginia.gov/
agtrade2017.

Food bank ‘soupport’
In celebration of National Homemade Soup Day, Northern Neck Insurance Company (NNIC) 
“souper-heros” collected over 150 cans of soup and made a charitable donation to benefit 
the Northern Neck Food Bank (NNFB). From left are NNFB president and chief executive 
officer Mark Kleinschmidt, NNFB development director Cindy Balderson and NNIC digital 
marketing coordinator Shalisa Alexander.

From left are Balderson, Kleinschmidt, NNIC field underwriter Travis Pittman, NNIC 
underwriter Tad Pittman and NNIC accountant Ryan Conway.

Farm income is down, 
according to Dr. Bob Young, 
chief economist for the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation. 
Young spoke at the organiza-
tion’s recent annual convention.

He and other members of the 
AFBF economics team gave an 
overview of the farm economy 
and speculated on what it could 
look like in the near future.

“We have actually brought 
on board almost 200 million 
acres in agricultural production 
worldwide since 1990,” Young 
said. “That’s almost the size of 
U.S. agriculture.”

The demand side of the equa-
tion also has increased substan-
tially, he said. The tremendous 
increase in supply and demand 
has led to price volatility.

Dr. John Newton, AFBF 
director of market intelligence, 
explained that supply has con-
tinued to outpace demand, put-
ting pressure on prices. The 
biofuel boom is over and live-
stock is flat, Newton noted, so 

international trade is taking on 
increasing importance in the 
global economy. Agricultural 
exports were $133 billion in 
2015, with more than 50% of 
U.S. agricultural trade coming 
from Mexico, Canada, China 
and Japan.

In Virginia, farmers are 
competing more and more 
in a global market, said Tony 
Banks, a commodity marketing 
specialist for the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation.

“In particular, Virginia poul-
try, soybean, tobacco and dairy 
prices are affected by foreign 
demand and currency exchange 
rates,” said Banks. “Just like the 
weather, these market influences 
are out of the farmers’ control.”

It is key, Newton said, “to 
recognize the market we are 
now in, think about how we 
can make effective marketing 
decisions and see the market-
ing opportunities when they 
become available. It’s a new 
paradigm. The golden age of ag 

income is over.”
At the farm level, there are 

three basic “operational man-
tras” to cope with falling prices: 
maximizing revenues, mini-
mizing costs or minimizing 
volatility, said AFBF economist 
Katelyn McCullock. There are 
things all businesses can do 
without worrying about price.

“Every operation, regardless 
of what industry you are in, can 
look at genetics and technol-
ogy,” McCullock said. “We are 
often focused on more produc-
tion and higher yields, and that 
is important. But maybe in this 
lower-net-income economy 
we should be focusing on effi-
ciency. How can we get the 
same production with lower 
input costs?”

Banks added that farmers 
need to find ways to maximize 
their margins, re-examine their 
enterprises for profitability and 
“adjust accordingly to match 
their cash flow, resource effi-
ciency and farming operations.”

 Help wanted
Seasonal positions—from 

lifeguards and snack bar work-
ers to contact rangers and 
housekeepers—are available 
in all 37 state parks, managed 
by the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation.

Many seasonal park employ-
ees spend significant time 
working outdoors. Employees 
receive customer service train-
ing in addition to job-specific 
training. A list of available 
positions can be found at dcr.
virginia.gov/jobs.

A majority of U.S. farmers 
and ranchers surveyed recently 
indicate biotechnology and 
genetically modified crops play 
an important role in farming 
more efficiently, according to 
findings recently released by the 
U.S. Farmers and Ranchers Alli-
ance and National Corn Growers 
Association.

More than 280 farmers nation-
wide were surveyed about their 
attitudes toward genetically 
modified organisms (GMO). 
They were asked to weigh in on 
the impact of GMO technology 
on the environment, pesticide 
use and yields. More than 90% 
of participants have been using 
GMO seeds for 10 or more years 
and grow a variety of crops, 
including corn, soybeans, alfalfa, 
wheat and cotton.

Survey participants said they 
believe biotechnology helps raise 
crops more efficiently and that 
the environment and sustainabil-
ity practices will suffer if GMO 
technology utilization is reduced 
in crop production in the future.

Some 78% of farmers sur-
veyed said they foresee increased 
environmental impacts—includ-
ing an increase in water usage 
and application of pesticides—if 
GMO seeds are not available to 

them in the future.
When asked about farmers’ 

ability to lessen their environ-
mental footprint, 98% ranked 
GMO seeds at the top of their list.

Some 87% percent said GMO 
seeds allow them to minimize 
pesticide and herbicide usage. 
78% percent said planting GMO 
crops allows them to engage in 
advanced farming practices such 
as conservation tillage and 64% 
said GMO crops allow for effi-
cient management of resources, 
specifically fuel, time and equip-
ment.

Some 69% percent said that, 
in their experience, GMO seeds 
produce a higher yield and 65% 
said the technology works best 
for their particular farms and 
regions with regard to enhanced 
productivity.

“With GMOs and advances in 
agricultural technology, we’re uti-
lizing our resources much more 

precisely today and have pinpoint 
accuracy when applying fertilizer, 
nitrogen and chemical applica-
tions. This is especially important 
on my farm in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed,” said USFRA 
vice chairman Chip Bowling, a 
third-generation farmer in Mary-
land. 

“The farmers’ perspective in 
the survey findings are a direct 
indication of how important 
genetic engineering technology is 
for the environment and our food 
supply and how it benefits farm-
ers and consumers alike,” said 
Bowling.

The USFRA consists of more 
than 100 farmer- and rancher-led 
organizations and agricultural 
partners working to engage in 
dialogue with consumers. Both 
the Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration and the American Farm 
Bureau Federation are members 
of the USFRA.

Annual agricultural trade conference
will showcase successes, challenges

Economist says farms have changed
significantly over past three decades

Most farmers say GMO crops help
reduce inputs, enhance conservation

Since Dominion’s Ener-
gyShare Program was dramati-
cally expanded in 2015, thou-
sands of Virginians in need are 
getting help with energy bills 
and making their homes more 
energy efficient.

“This expanded program 
was put in place at the request 
of Gov. McAuliffe as part of 
the development of a major 
state energy bill,” said presi-
dent and chief executive offi-
cer Robert M. Blue. “We’re 
extremely happy that working 
with our state partners, non-
profit agencies and volunteers 
we’ve been able to provide so 
much direct energy assistance 
to those in Virginia who really 
need it.”

Since EnergyShare was 
founded by the company in 
1982, more than 780,000 Vir-
ginians in need have received 
help with their energy bills, 
regardless of the type of energy 
used.

The expanded program 
was launched on September 
1, 2015, with a commitment 
of $57 million over five years 
from Dominion. Major new 
elements included free home 
weatherization, a special focus 
on veterans and those with dis-
abilities and reaching out to 
vastly more Virginians with 
energy education and aware-

ness of the program.
Results to date are impres-

sive:

families, including 20,079 with 
energy bill payment assistance 
and more than 12,600 homes 
weatherized at no cost to recip-
ients.

people attended 315 energy 
and conservation informational 
events throughout the company 
service area.

2,450 veterans and individuals 
with disabilities assisted.

employees volunteered hun-
dreds of hours to assist Ener-
gyShare recipients with weath-
erization and energy informa-
tion in 2016.

“Engagement with the com-
munities we serve is just part 
of who we are,” Blue said. “We 
have a responsibility to provide 
affordable, reliable energy to 
our customers but sometimes 
they might find themselves in 
crisis. EnergyShare is a key 
way we try to help and we 
thank our customers, employ-
ees and business partners for 
their support.”

EnergyShare is a program of 
last resort to help eligible resi-
dents facing financial hardship 
pay heating or cooling bills 

when all other forms of assis-
tance have been exhausted. 
Every cent donated by custom-
ers, employees or others goes 
directly to helping those in 
need.

Electric customer clients 
qualifying for weatherization 
receive an energy audit from a 
qualified vendor. Afterwards, 
depending on the need, the fol-
lowing can be installed:

bulbs.

sealing.
-

nace fan motors.

faucet aerators.
In some cases, EnergyShare 

goes beyond energy savings to 
make homes safer for residents. 
Some homes require health and 
safety measures to be installed 
alongside energy efficiency 
upgrades. In those homes, 
EnergyShare covers the cost of 
measures such as carbon mon-
oxide detectors, electric and 
mechanical repairs, air quality 
and biological corrections and 
roof repairs.

Virginia residents can call 
2-1-1 for EnergyShare assis-
tance or referrals to health and 
human services resources. 

EnergyShare Program aids thousands who qualify

Governor Terry McAuliffe 
recently announced Virginia’s 
seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate was down 0.1 per-
centage point in December to 
4.1%. 

Compared to a year ago, the 
seasonally adjusted employ-
ment rate also was down 0.1 
percentage point. Virginia’s 
seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate continues below the 
national rate of 4.7%. 

He also announced that initial 
claims filed in 2016 for unem-
ployment insurance benefits 
were the lowest Virginia has 
seen in over 40 years—since 
1973 when just over 86,940 
claims were filed. The more 
than 178,400 initial claims filed 
in 2016 were lower than the pre-
vious year when nearly 186,900 
claims were filed and lower 
than 1974 when nearly 185,000 
claims were filed, despite the 
fact that Virginia’s population 
has grown considerably since 
then.

“This month’s jobs report 
is a clear sign that, despite the 
headwinds of sequestration 
and defense cuts, Virginia’s 
economy is growing and cre-
ating jobs,” said Gov. McAu-

liffe. “Our efforts to build a new 
Virginia economy are working, 
but we can’t afford to let up 
now. I look forward to work-
ing with our partners in the 
General Assembly this session 
to make smart, targeted policy 
choices and investments that 
will move our economy forward 
and create new opportunity for 
Virginians in every corner of 
the Commonwealth.”

 Virginia’s nonfarm pay-
roll employment increased by 
14,100 jobs in December—
the most significant monthly 
increase in the nation. Virginia 
employment is 49,600 jobs 
higher that it was in December 
of 2015.  Household employ-
ment rose by over 18,400—the 
fourth consecutive monthly 
increase—also setting a record 
high.

Virginia’s labor force 
expanded for the fifth consecu-
tive month to 4,278,223, up 
nearly 17,100 people in Decem-
ber, setting a new record high 
for the Commonwealth. Vir-
ginia’s labor force has doubled 
since the 1970s. 

“Today’s announcement is a 
testament to Gov. McAuliffe’s 
and the General Assembly’s 

bipartisan efforts to build a 
new Virginia economy and 
work with our private sector 
partners to create quality, high-
paying jobs for citizens across 
the Commonwealth,” said Sec-
retary of Commerce and Trade 
Todd Haymore. “Virginia 
continues to see labor force 
expansions and positive over-
the-year employment growth 
showing that more Virgin-
ians are seeking work and are 
becoming gainfully employed, 
contributing to the overall eco-
nomic vitality of the Common-
wealth.”

Virginia’s over-the-year 
employment growth was 1.3% 
in December and has been 
positive for 33 consecutive 
months. Nationally, total non-
farm employment grew 1.5% in 
December compared to a year 
ago.

 In December, the private 
sector recorded an over-the-
year employment gain of 
45,900 jobs, and the public 
sector recorded an over-the-
year gain of 3,700 jobs. Com-
pared to a year ago, on a season-
ally adjusted basis, eight of the 
eleven major industry divisions 
experienced employment gains.

Virginia’s unemployment rate declines
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