
Four-year-old Nolan Scully of Leonardtown, 
Md., loved fire trucks and policemen, first 

responders and rescue workers. Like lots of little 
boys, he wanted to be a police officer when he 
grew up. Sadly, Nolan won’t get the chance to 
serve others like he wanted. 

Nolan was diagnosed with rhabdomyosarcoma, 
a rare cancer of the soft tissue, when he was three. 
He died February 5, 2017, and received a hero’s 
funeral with hundreds of first responders and 
police officers from Maryland, Virginia and Penn-
sylvania participating in the service. Among them 
were six firemen from White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

WSVFD chief Dan Sanders received a mes-
sage from a friend in Faulkner, Md., about Nolan 
in November 2016. The Facebook post explained 
how Nolan’s family had received grim news about 
his cancer’s progression and that to make his 
Christmas special they were asking as many fire 
and rescue departments as possible to send him 
a Christmas card. Nolan loved police officers so 
much, the post explained, that he’d actually been 
sworn in as a real Philadelphia policeman as Sgt. 
“Rollin” Nolan Scully. 

“After reading the comments and watching the 
videos on the NolanStrong page, I got a lump in 
my throat and water in my eyes. I couldn’t stop 
thinking about how brave this new hero of mine 
was,” said Sanders. “I felt compelled to do more 

than just send a Christmas card.”
So at the December membership meeting of the 

WSVFD, volunteers unanimously voted to make 
Nolan an honorary junior member. The firemen 
put together a care package for Nolan with books 
and the proper equipment to signify Nolan’s status 
as a WSVFD junior member. 

Sanders said he checked the NolanStrong page 
daily for updates and “On February 5, I opened my 
news feed to find the post that no one wants to see. 
It explained that Sgt. Rollin Nolan Scully had lost 
his battle with cancer.”

According to Sanders, Nolan was “escorted 
home” from Georgetown University Hospital by 

the Leonardtown VFD, Hollywood VFD, Patuxent 
River FD and various regional law enforcement 
agencies. Leonardtown VFD Truck 1 and Holly-
wood VFD Truck 7 presented the nation’s colors at 
the St. Mary’s County Line.

“It’s my understanding that a NolanStrong 
sticker was even placed on a jet at Patuxent Naval 
Air Station by a pilot and that there was a fly over 
for Nolan with a tipped wing,” said Sanders.

Sanders, along with WSVFD members Alfred 
Davis, Cole Hodges, Jeffrey Gutknecht, Robbie 
Lampkin and Travis Rice reported to Hollywood 
VFD to be a part of the honor detail at Nolan’s ser-
vice on February 10. 

“I couldn’t be more proud of White Stone Volun-
teer Fire Department and all of its members,” said 
Sanders. “Nolan rolled in style through the streets of 
Leonardtown Friday morning on top of the Leonar-
dtown Engine 11, which was draped from the front 
to the back with a black mourning sash. 

“Countless law enforcement officers, EMS per-
sonnel and firefighters lined the streets, standing at 
attention, saluting Nolan and his family. Nolan is a 
true hero.”

Contributions are still being accepted for the 
Scully family, said Sanders. 

“Or if you simply feel compelled to send a card 
of sympathy, please do.”

Donations or cards of sympathy may be sent to 
the Scully Family, PO Box 2442, Leonardtown, 
MD 20650. Words of sympathy may also be 
shared on the NolanStrong Facebook page. 
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Gardner to leave LCL in good hands
After 10 years, Lindsy Gardner will be leaving the Lancaster Community 
Library (LCL) for Alabama where she will serve as director of Emmet 
O’Neal Library in Mountain Brook. John Pace, a library volunteer and 
former librarian at Baltimore County Public Library, will be interim 
director as of February 20. From left are Pace and Gardner. The LCL, 16 
Town Centre Drive, Kilmarnock, will host an open house from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. today, February 16. Light refreshments will be provided.

URBANNA—Oystermen working 
on public grounds have the daily chal-
lenge of dredging up enough oysters to 
make a day’s wage, and also not getting 
run over by the mass of boats working 
side-by-side on the grounds.

In an effort to maintain a sustain-
able fishery, Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC) alternates the 
rotation of public oyster grounds on 
three-year cycles. After harvest time, 
grounds are closed, reseeded and left 
to nature’s hands for three years. The 
next year oystermen work beds that are 
at the top of the rotation. This method 
has worked and has provided steady 
annual employment for the nearly 1,000 
licensed oystermen in the state, but has at 
times created a less than safe work-place 
environment.

Virginia’s oyster industry has grown 
from a low of 24,000 bushels harvested 
statewide in 2003 to a high of 659,000 
bushels in 2014 with a dockside value 
of $33.8 million. Licenses in the public 
fisheries have grown from 661 in 2013, 
to 877 in 2014, to 991 in 2015.

Crowded oyster grounds cause safety concerns for watermen

Oystermen working small public rocks in the Rappahannock River often work so closely together that it creates an unsafe workplace. Photo 
by Tom Chillemi

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
school board and board of supervisors 
convened a joint session February 9 at 
the LCPS Annex on School Street to 
discuss a school budget for 2017-18. 

Budget and finance director Whitney 
Barrack indicated the draft budget now 
totals $16,319,157, down $19,566 from 
initial projections. The draft represents 
a $272,306 decrease from the current 
year’s budget.

The estimated expenditures show 
a 1.5% salary increase plus a step for 
teachers which Barrack indicated is 
regionally competitive and a proposed 
3% increase for all other staff. 

Projected revenues show a $73,322 
decrease in state funding, a $79,739 
decrease in federal funding, a $12,736 

decrease in local funding and a decrease 
in other funding in the amount of 
$104,807. 

District 4 supervisor chairman Bill 
Lee questioned the decrease in spend-
ing and how that was done. 

“A lot of it came from salary savings. 
We have seen retirements and folks 
that have left and we have been able to 
replace them lower on the salary table,” 
said Barrack.

“We have had some positions that we 
no longer need to fill because our ADM 
(average daily membership) is drop-
ping,” she continued. “The current year’s 
budget’s ADM is at 1,145 and we are 
actually at 1,104. Fiscal year 18’s budget 
is projected at 1,100. We have reworked 
a couple other positions so that we don’t 
have to hire additional staff.”

Textbooks and instruction make up 

the majority of the budget, said Bar-
rack. 

Following a brief discussion regard-
ing salaries and remaining competitive 
among surrounding school districts, 
District 1 supervisor F.W. “Butch” Jen-
kins Jr. commented, “It appears clear 
that this administration, unlike previous 
ones I have experience with, is not look-
ing to maintain the workforce, they are 
looking to match the workforce.” 

“I appreciate you being very trans-
parent. Relationships between the 
boards are not easy to maintain but we 
are grateful in this community to have 
the leadership we have,” said District 3 
supervisor Jason D. Bellows.

The school board will conduct a 
public hearing on the school budget at 
6:30 p.m. March 2 at the LCPS Annex, 
235 School Street, Kilmarnock.

Lancaster school and county
officials review education budget 
$272,306 less than current total

by Madison White Franks

WSVFD members join honor detail for ‘junior member’
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

From left, White Stone Volunteer Fire Department’s junior fireman Cole Hodges, assistant 
captain Travis Rice, chief Dan Sanders, training officer Jeffrey Gutknecht and fireman Robert 
Lampkin stand at attention for “Sgt. Rollin” Nolan Scully, who was transported during his 
funeral processional by the Leonardtown, Md., Engine 11. 

by Larrry Chowning

Oystermen work a small 22-inch-
wide, efficient dredge that is dragged 
on the river bottom behind their oyster 
boats. Boats cruise back and forth across 
grounds and sometimes as many as 150 
boats work a small area. Oystermen not 
only have to look out for boats crossing 
their path, or running into them, but they 

also have to watch out for their dredge 
lines getting tangled with those on other 
boats.

Oysterman Ricky Walton of Locust 
Hill was involved in a nearly fatal acci-
dent in January when his dredge lines 
got tangled with another boat. As the two 
captains were trying to get the dredge 

lines free, a mate aboard the other boat 
fell into the water between the boats. 

“The water was cold and he panicked,” 
said Walton. “We got him up twice and 
he fell back into the water. The third 
time we got him to grab the rope on the 
dredge lines and we hauled him up.”      

Two years ago Walton also was 

involved in a collision when he was 
oystering on Water View Bar. “I looked 
down for a second and when I looked 
up, there was a 42-foot wooden deadrise 
right in front of me,” he said. “I locked 
the boat up and turned so we hit on the 

CROWDED, continued on page A2



InsideNews   February 16, 2017
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed     ❑ New  ❑ Renewal

❑ Bill me  ❑ Charge to

❑ $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

❑ $27.00 newspaper only

❑ $39.00 paper & e-Edition

For papers mailed to other areas:
❑ $37.00 newspaper only  

❑ $49.00 paper & e-Edition 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

❑ $25.00  newspaper only    

❑ $34.00 paper & e-Edition 

e-Edition only:

Order your subscription online at 
www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp, or use this form:

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Local news you won’t find anywhere else.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22,  Audrey@RappRecord.com
Madison White Franks

extension 28, Madison@RappRecord.com
Doreen Hamblet

extension 24, Doreen@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Jessica Michels-Mancini

extension 15, Jessica@RappRecord.com

Classified Ads
Classifieds@RappRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701
or click “Classifieds” at www.RRecord.com

Production:
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

Mike Antonio
extension 17, Mike@RappRecord.com

Stephanie Feria
extension 26, Stephanie@RappRecord.com

Gloria Bosher 
extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff,  Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com

Susan Robertson, 
Classifieds  Accounts Manager

extension 12 
SusanRobertson@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Michelle Smith, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Michelle@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $37 per year elsewhere. Single 
copy: $.75. Visit website for E-edition.

USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Susan Simmons & Kate Oliver,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 
22482 and additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and then 
the employee’s extension when prompt-

ed, or use the e-mail address.

Rappahannock

Record

RAL Studio Gallery
19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  
VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

sides. If we had had a dead-on 
hit, he would have either turned 
me over or cut me in half.” 

Three years ago on the Drum-
ming Grounds in the Rappahan-
nock River two large deadrise 
oyster boats collided, caving 
in the side of one of the boats. 
Oyster buyer Dickie Owens of 
J&W Seafood in Deltaville said, 
“You’ve got these little boats out 
there that when the captains of 
larger boats turn their heads and 
then look back, the little boats 
are right across their bows. The 
smaller boats are hard to see 
over the bow of the larger boats 
because captains are sitting up 
high in their pilothouses. What 
happens sometimes is that the 
larger boats get messed up when 
trying to get out of the way of 
the smaller boats and end up 
running into another larger boat. 
I’ve been preaching for years 
and no one seems to want to hear 
it, that VMRC needs to open up 
more and larger grounds to give 
the watermen more room to 
work.” 

Owens said there are grounds 
in the James River and Tangier 
Sound large enough to handle 
a large fleet, whereas the York 
and Rappahannock rivers have 
smaller grounds. 

“They opened up a section on 
the York River this year and it was 
so small that oystermen caught 
all the oysters in two days and the 
boats had to leave and go back 
to work on the James River,” he 
said.

Urbanna oysterman Lee 
Walton said the size of the 
grounds is not always the prob-
lem. “Even when we are able to 
work in large areas, it doesn’t 
always mean there are oysters 
across the entire bar,” he said. 
“You can work an area where 
one boat is catching mud while 
others, just two or three boat 
links away, are hauling in oys-
ters. Sometimes we work close 
because that’s where the oysters 
are.

“In January, we were working 
on the York River in a real tight 
area and I heard one boy say he 
had spent more time in reverse 
that day to keep from getting hit 
[by other oyster boats] than going 
forward [dredging for oysters],” 
said Lee Walton.

“If VMRC would let us spread 
out we wouldn’t work an area to 
death and we would not have all 
the boats in one small space,” 
he said. “We’ve got eight public 
areas on the Rappahannock 
River. Instead of rotating all 
the areas at once and letting us 
spread out over the entire river, 
VMRC opens each area at differ-
ent times, forcing us to work all 
jammed up.”

VMRC officials, however, do 
not see the problem being solved 
by opening more oyster grounds. 
Instead, they have indicated the 
problem is having too many 
oystermen. Dr. Jim Wesson, in 
charge of the oyster manage-
ment program in Virginia, said he 
agrees there is a safety problem 
and it has grown as more oys-
termen have come back into the 
fishery.

“This was not a problem in 
2006-07, the first season we 
started the rotation cycle,” said 
Wesson. “We had about 200 
active oystermen who came out 
that first year, but when they 
started catching oysters it grew 
to nearly 1,000 this season. It is a 
volunteer fishery. No one makes 
them go out there and, I agree, it 
is not always safe and there are 
too many oystermen, but they 
need to regulate themselves.” 
Working shifts

Wesson said he has suggested 
to oystermen they should work in 
shifts, which would eliminate all 
of them being out on the grounds 
at once. “They can fish from sun-
rise to 2 p.m.,” he said. “At the 
start of the season, oystermen 
are catching their limit [of eight 
bushels] in two to three hours. 
They could go out in two shifts 
and everyone would still catch 
the limit.”

Wesson said oystermen are 
trying to “angle it” to get VMRC 
to open areas sooner in the rota-
tion. “These beds need time to 
come back and without a long 
enough rotation time the public 
oyster fishery will die.” 

VMRC is making an effort 
to lower the number of Virginia 
oystermen working. The com-
mission met in August 2016 in 
Newport News and unanimously 
voted to maintain a moratorium, 
started in February 2016, on the 
sale of new oyster licenses for 
working public oyster grounds.

The commission noted there 
will be no new gear license sales 
until the number of license fee 
holders goes below 600. VMRC’s 
plan introduces stricter regula-
tions on the ability of current 
watermen to transfer a license. 
The new rules state that individu-
als may transfer a license only to 
immediate family members or to 
another individual “if the trans-
ferring individual has 40 or more 
days of oyster harvesting during 
the previous calendar year.” If 
not, the license cannot be trans-
ferred and it is dropped from the 
system.

The number of days worked 
will be determined from oyster-
buying records.

Over time, this new rule is 
designed to eliminate part-time 
oystermen who work less than 40 
days from being able to transfer 
their licenses, said Wesson. So, 
when they leave the fishery, it 
eliminates their license from the 
fishery.

“The problem is going to 
take a decade of attrition [of 
licenses] for our plan to lower the 
number of oystermen working 
to make much of a difference,” 
said Wesson. “In the meantime, 
oystermen may think strongly 
when going out on these smaller 
grounds of working in shifts. 
That’s going to mean they will 
have to come together and work 
it out amongst themselves as to 
who works when.”

After 25 years of managing 
Virginia’s oyster fishery, Dr. Jim 
Wesson retired from VMRC on 
January 31, 2017. He was inter-
viewed for this story on January 
30.

IRVINGTON—In honor 
of Black History Month, 
the Steamboat Era Museum 
recently received a $5,000 
grant from The Gladys Krie-
ble Delmas Foundation to 
develop a new exhibit, “Hans-
ford Bayton: The Courage 
and Determination of a Black 
Steamboat Captain.”

The exhibition will tell the 
story of one black family’s 
experience during the late 19th 
and early 20th century heyday 
of the steamship in the North-
ern Neck, said executive direc-
tor Barbara Brecher. While 
blacks were employed as crew, 
deck hands or stevedores on 
steamboats, few, if any, rose to 
prominence or prosperity. 

However, with the 2016 book 
Against the Tide: The Turbulent 
Times of a Black Entrepreneur, 
by Dr. J. H. Sullivan, a fasci-
nating and compelling story 
has emerged. 

Dr. Sullivan’s great-grand-
father, Hansford Bayton, rose 
from humble beginnings in 
Tappahannock to become the 
respected captain and owner 
of five excursion and mail 
delivery steamboats traveling 
between the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula to Bal-
timore, Norfolk and Wash-
ington, D.C. His fall from 
prosperity occurred during the 
Jim Crow period, a difficult 
time in American history, said 
Brecher. 

Planned to open in early 
May, the exhibit will feature 
Bayton family letters, photo-
graphs, personal artifacts and 
period newspaper accounts. 
This little-known story will 
illuminate a chapter in Chesa-
peake Bay history, she said. 

Steamboat Era Museum receives
$5,000 grant for 2017 Exhibition 

From left are Captain Hansford Bayton with his wife, Vergie, 
their son, Johnnie, and daughter, Julie. From the collection of 
Dr. J.H. Sullivan

“This project is an important 
step forward in realizing our 
ambitions to serve the com-
munity, educate youth and tell 
the rich and vital history of the 
impact of steamboats on the 
Chesapeake Bay,” said presi-
dent Nancy Travers. 

The Museum is grateful to 

The Gladys Krieble Delmas 
Foundation for its generous 
support, said Travers. Located 
in Manhattan, the Delmas 
Foundation encourages excel-
lence in scholarship and sup-
ports organizations which 
transmit cultural heritage and 
further the humanities. 

Crowded oyster rock
continued from page A1

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors on Thursday, February 
23, will hold a public hearing 
on an application for a change 
in zoning district classification. 
The meeting will be held at the 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

Supervisors will consider 
an application from Carolyn 
Quinn of Dug-in Farms LLC 
to rezone 8.761 acres at 155 
Fleets Bay Road from residen-
tial to general agriculture, A-2. 
Quinn plans to raise hogs on 
the property.

The planning commission 
last month recommended the 
proposed rezoning for approval 
by the board of supervisors.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster planning commis-
sion will begin discussion 
tonight, February 16, on capital 
improvement requests for fiscal 
years 2018-2011. The meet-
ing will be held at 7 p.m. in the 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster.

Of some $4 million in 
requests for 2018, the Emer-
gency Management Depart-
ment is asking for $3 million 
to house a staff of 13 paid EMS 
personnel and $85,000 for a 
new life support vehicle.

Also included for 2018 is a 
county request for $500,000 for 

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Potomac River Finfish Advi-
sory Committee will meet at 
6 p.m. Wednesday, February 22, 
at the Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission Office, 222 Taylor 
Street, Colonial Beach.

This is a special meeting of 
the committee. The only item 
on the agenda is a discussion of 
the proposed National Marine 
Sanctuary at Mallows Bay-
Potomac River. 

Requested information on 
GPS coordinates related to 
marine antiquities and PRFC 
fixed fishing gear will be pre-
sented along with additional 
information requested by 
PRFC.

To participate by webi-
nar, use https://attendee.
g o t owe b i n a r. c o m / r e g i s -
ter/8994985160609064707. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

public access sites to the water, 
$297,360 for incident report-
ing software for the sheriff’s 
department, nearly $36,000 for 
a new patrol car and $28,000 
for renovations to the old jail 
and clerk’s office of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum.

County administration 
requests include $45,000 to 
replace its Bright software, 
$47,109 for replacement of 
HVAC equipment and $38,130 
for a compact tractor with 
rotary cutter. School requests 
are not yet included.

The commission also will 
hold public hearings on pro-
posed amendments in several 

zoning districts. 
Hearings will cover Article 

8—commercial district C-1; 
Article 8A—commercial lim-
ited district C-2 and Article 9—
industrial limited district M-1.

Proposed changes include 
uniformity in modifications of 
permitted uses, height regula-
tions and setbacks. 

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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Rappahannock General  |  Bon Secours Medical Group

BonSecoursBariatric.com

Just be yourself.

Isn’t that what 

they always say?

Doesn’t it sound so simple?

But for many people  

who struggle with their 

weight, sometimes it’s  

easier said than done.

Bon Secours Surgical Weight 

Loss Center offers proven 

methods for reducing and 

managing your weight in a 

practical and healthy way, 

along with a support program 

that will put you on the right 

track and help you stay there.

All provided by a  

team of specialists united  

by a single goal. 

Your goal. 

To just be 

yourself.

SURGICAL WEIGHT 
LOSS CENTER

At Bon Secours Surgical Weight 
Loss Center, we use a multidisciplinary 
team approach, which helps patients 

lose weight successfully. Research has 
shown that committed patients who 

have this type of team support before, 
during and after surgery have the 
greatest chance to achieve their 

weight loss goals.

Our goal is to help our patients 
with significant, permanent weight loss 

so that they can lead healthier, 
more active lives.

If you are interested in a surgical 
weight loss procedure for yourself 
or someone you care for, take our 

“Am I a Candidate?” online screening. 
It will help you understand who 

qualifies for a procedure.
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Solution Seminar Series 2017
Taxes and Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury
Join us to learn more about medical deductions, charitable 
contributions and estate taxes.  

Presented by Dwight Clarke, CPA, Dehnert, Clarke & Co.

Wednesday, February 22, 2017 
RWC Auditorium, 2:00 PM
Our Solution Seminar Series is sponsored by Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury for our residents and the greater community. 
All presentations are followed by complimentary refreshments.

RSVP  by February 20, 2017 
Call 804-438-4175 or email info@rw-c.org

Dwight Clarke, CPA
Dehnert, Clarke & Co.

The Lancaster Playhouse 

in White Stone

RESERVATIONS: 435-3776 or 

LANCASTERPLAYERS.ORG

RES

LAN

The Actress dramatizes the 

events backstage as a colourful, 

complicated actress makes her 

emotional farewell performance. 

Various people from her life 

invade her dressing room to say 

their goodbyes, declare their 

love, roar with laughter, spit 

insults, grab a final embrace, 

and renew old battles.

Directed by Mark A. Favazza

MARCH 10-11, 
17-18 & 23-25
7:00 p.m. Social Hour
8:00 p.m. Curtain
MARCH 12 & 19 
MATINEES
2:00 p.m. Social Hour
3:00 p.m. Curtain

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against five individuals.

A Grandville Drive man, 51, 
was charged February 6 with 
stalking.

A Gloucester woman, 32, 
was charged February 7 with 
contempt of court.

An East Church Street man, 
26, was charged February 7 
with petit larceny and entering 
or setting a vehicle into motion.

A Rappahannock Landing 
Road man, 27, was charged 
February 10 with violating 
a protective order, obtaining 
money by false pretenses, petit 
larceny, computer trespass 
with damage less than $2500 
and failure to appear for a traf-
fic summons.

A Gunther Lane man, 33, 
was charged February 10 with 
contempt of court. 
Activity report

Feb. 6: Staff responded to 
the 1200 block of Iberis Road 
for a possible prowler, to Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway 
and Carlson Road for a vehi-
cle striking a low lying utility 
line, to the 300 block of Johns 
Neck Road for a possible child 
neglect, to a walk-in report of 
the destruction of property by 
a family member, to the 500 
block of Cherry Point Drive 
for the report of contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor, to 
Main Street and Town Center 
Drive to assist Virginia State 
Police (VSP) with a traffic stop 
and to the 100 block of New 
South Road to assist Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
with a verbal disagreement.

Feb. 7: Staff responded to the 
100 block of Shamrock Drive to 
assist emergency medical ser-
vices with entry into a residence 
for medical purposes, to a walk-
in report of forgery of several 
checks, to the 8800 block of 
Mary Ball Road for an alter-
cation in progress, to Lively 
for a reckless driver on Mary 
Ball Road, to the 8800 block of 
Mary Ball Road for juveniles 
involved in an altercation, to the 
200 block of Old Fairgrounds 
Way for an intoxicated driver 
and to 1900 block of Windmill 
Point Road for a traffic crash 
involving a deer, driver was 
gone on arrival of deputies.

Feb. 8: Staff responded to 
the 1300 block of Blackstump 
Road for a possible suicidal 
person, to the 1100 block of 
Regina Road to investigate 
the theft of a canine, to the 
100 block of Augusta Street to 
assist KPD with a possible sui-
cidal person, to the 5300 block 
of Mary Ball Road for vandal-
ism to vehicles and to the 100 
block of Fiddler Crab Lane for 
a trespasser.

Feb. 9: Staff responded to 
the 300 block of Twin Branch 
Road for a mental patient in 
need of assistance.

Feb. 10: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Millenbeck 
Road for a domestic assault, to 
the 300 block of Twin Branch 
Road for the theft of a disabil-
ity check, to the 400 block of 
North Main Street to assist 
KPD with a stalker, suspect 
was later arrested, to the 100 
block of Cherry Point Drive to 

Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks 
information regarding 
the recent theft of tools 
from a construction site.

On February 12, the 
Lancaster County Sher-

of tools stolen from 314 
Bayview Lane, Kilmar-
nock.

This house is under 
renovation. Stolen from 

-
ing squares, hammers, 
glue gun, extension 
cords, adjustable wrench, 

The value of the stolen 
goods was estimated at 
$340.

-
mation to Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers 
at 462-7463. You do not 
have to give your name 

-
tial.

IRVINGTON—Some 25 
residents attended a public 
hearing February 7 on the town 
planning commission’s sug-
gested revisions to Irvington’s 
comprehensive plan.

Planning commission chair-
man Bill Young said that in the 
10 years since the plan’s last 
update, there have been many 
changes in the economy and 
it’s impact on the town. He 
noted the plan’s last update 
was right before the recession, 
so the plan has been adjusted 
to better reflect slower growth 
and development.

Consultant Craig Wilson of 
Community Planning Partners 
Inc. noted that most of the 
undeveloped home parcels in 
town are two acres. “Most fam-
ilies are no longer interested in 
two-acre homesites. There’re 
interested in walkability to 
shops and restaurants.” 

Wilson explained the impor-

tance of putting a planned unit 
development (PUD) ordinance in 
place that would limit lot sizes on 
developments of 20 acres or more 
but allow more shared common 
space for trails and parks. 

Jane Wells expressed con-
cern about design and upkeep 
of common space in a PUD and 
developers who might declare 
bankruptcy in the middle of a 
project.

“As an ordinance, the 
town will enforce it,” Young 
explained. He noted that prior 
to granting permission to a 
developer, “…the town would 
check out the developer.”

“The homeowners are 
responsible for keeping up the 
common space,” added planner 
Gary Hooper.

Albert Pollard Sr. noted the 
comprehensive plan’s focus on 
preserving Irvington’s historic 
character, yet it fails to include 
the word ‘historic’ in the strate-
gies, goals and objectives.

He said there used to be a 

I RV I N G T O N — N e w 
home construction on Rail-
way Road in Irvington hit a 
snag after fill dirt was used to 
raise the property. 

The elevated height con-
cerned neighboring resi-
dents, who complained the 
two-story home now exceeds 
the town code and will block 
the view of Carters Creek. 

According to town attor-
ney Wes Charlton, the home 
meets the code requirement 

proposed by the county. 
Charlton recommended the 
town adopt the county code 
because the town’s current 
ordinance on the topic is too 
vague.

“In the county ordinance, 
height is measured from the 
lot’s highest grade,” he said. 

Councilman Mike Merrill 
objected, saying the home was 
built on a fabricated grade, 
since the owners had altered 
the ground level.

According to county offi-
cials, the land surrounding 

the homesite is in a flood zone 
which would allow owners to 
raise the level for building.

However, Charlton noted 
there could be a problem with 
the home’s raised driveway 
since the fill dirt may be over-
lapping onto roadway owned 
by the Virginia Department 
of Transportation.

Council members 
requested an amended zoning 
request from the owners 
which would go before a 
public hearing as early as 
their March 9 meeting.

Commission is wrapping up work  on comprehensive plan
by Audrey Thomasson plan for the historic district, 

but that it has disappeared over 
the years.

Wilson said they can still 
include historic in the goals 
and strategies and that there 
are ways to accomplish preser-

vation and maintain character 
through ordinances.

“The two-acre requirement 
creates sprawl, which does not 
maintain the character of the 
town,” explained Wilson.

Clause Schaschek noted that in 

a town survey, residents showed 
an interest in a sewer system, 
public water viewing and trails 
for hiking, biking and golf carts.

“You didn’t give them what 
they want,” he said.

Young replied that the com-

mission knows a sewer system 
must be in the town’s future 
and they looked at several ways 
it could be accomplished at a 
reasonable cost.

“Eventually, we’ll have to 
address it,” Young said.

Pollard said the common 
areas in a PUD could be used 
as drainfields.

Wilson explained that a 
biking trail to Kilmarnock died 
several years ago when they 
could not get all the property 
owners along Irvington Road 
to grant access for a trail.

Ian Cheyne asked about the 
viability of the hospital and 
other services in meeting the 
future needs of the community.

“We discussed regional 
issues like the hospital,” said 
Young. “We tried to figure out 
a way to incorporate them and 
a school system.”

The plan will go to town 
council next month for con-
sideration and a second public 
hearing.

Mountain or mole hill?
by Audrey Thomasson

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock planning commis-
sion on February 13 voted 6-0 to 
set a short-term vacation rental 
ordinance for public hearing. 

The commission is seek-
ing public input on a proposal 
to allow short-term vacation 
rentals with a conditional use 
permit in the residential district, 
R-1; and by right in the residen-
tial district, R-2; limited com-
mercial district, C-2; general 
commercial district, C-1; and 

the Steptoe’s overlay district. 
Zoning and planning admin-

istrator Marshall Sebra pro-
posed rewording the tourist 
home definition in the town’s 
zoning ordinance to conform to 
short-term vacation rentals. 

Sebra’s definition would 
read: “Tourist home means a 
dwelling in which lodging is 
provided or offered for com-
pensation for up to 14 persons 
and is open to transient guests.” 

A transient guest means one 
who for a period of not more 
than 90 consecutive days, either 

at his own expense or at the 
expense of another, lodges or 
obtains lodging at any hotel, 
tourist home, or other facility. 

“The downside for the condi-
tional use permit, the way that a 
lot of people get into this is that 
AirBnB is so easy and people 
might just post it and see what 
happens. It’s not necessarily 
something that people create a 
business plan for; some people 
don’t really know what they 
are getting themselves into.” 
said commission member Neill 
Schultz. 

“There is a segment out there 
that is very interested in AirB-
nBs and having them could be 
beneficial,” he said. 

A public hearing will be 
scheduled for March 13. 

The commission also voted 
6-0 to send Brandon Frazier’s 
application to be a planning 
commission member to town 
council.

Frazier is interested in being 
on the planning commission to 
bring an ecological perspective. 
He is an arborist representative 
with Bartlett Tree Experts.

Kilmarnock planning commission solicits
public input on short-term rental ordinance

by Madison White Franks

SHERIFF’S REPORT

CRIME 
SOLVERS

check the welfare of a medical 
patient and to the 15800 block 
of Mary Ball Road to assist 
KPD with an assault.

Feb. 11: Staff responded to 
the 400 block of Main Street 
to assist KPD with an intoxi-
cated person in a place of 
business, to Kamps Mill and 
Mary Ball roads to assist VSP 
with the search of a vehicle, to 
the 4000 block of Bluff Point 
Road to assist Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office with 
a fight in progress, to the 100 
block of Westland Drive for a 
suspicious person with medical 
issues and to the 300 block of 
Main Street to assist KPD with 
a juvenile behavior complaint.

Feb. 12: Staff responded 
to the 300 block of Bayview 
Lane to investigate the theft of 
construction tools, to the 100 
block of Harris Drive to take 
custody of a reported mental 
subject and to the 100 block of 
Fox Hill Drive to assist KPD 
with the report of a domestic 
disturbance.

Staff also conducted 13 traf-
fic stops, issued seven sum-
monses, assisted four motor-
ists, recorded two deer strike 
accidents, handled three calls 
for traffic control, investi-
gated six building alarms, pro-
cessed a mental health order, 
logged three inmate transports, 
received five E911 hang-up 
calls and fielded three calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to brush fires on Merry Point 
Road and Leland Road.

White Stone VFD and 
Kilmarnock VFD responded 
to a structure fire on Dymer 
Beach Drive.

Upper Lancaster VFD and 
Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment responded with mutual 
aid for a structure fire on Farn-
ham Creek Road.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors on February 9 voted 5-0 to 
pursue a grant contract to dredge 
Lodge Creek Landing on Lodge 
Road in Callao. 

County planner Stuart McK-
enzie indicated the public boat 
ramp at Lodge Landing in 
Callao has siltation and sediment 
problems at the end of the ramp. 
There is a drop off at the end of 
the ramp and a ridge of sediment 
is impeding the approach to the 
public boat ramp at low tide. 

“The county applied for a 
$30,000 grant from the Virginia 
Recreational Saltwater Fishing 
Development Fund (VRSFDF) 
to dredge the channel out to a 
4-foot depth, with a required 
county match of $10,000. The 
application was approved by the 
Recreational Fishing Advisory 
Board (RFAB) on November 14, 
2016, and the county is in nego-
tiations with Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission, which 
administers the VRSFDF, to sign 
a grant contract,” said McKen-
zie.

The supervisors adopted a 

Board to pursue dredging of Lodge Creek Landing
by Madison White Franks resolution stating the county 

will operate the landing for its 
intended purpose for 30 years 
and will be responsible for law 
enforcement and patrol of the 
facility.

The resolution does not 
commit the county to accepting 
the grant until county adminis-
trator Luttrell Tadlock signs the 

actual grant contract, said McK-
enzie. 

The board also appointed eco-
nomic development commis-
sion executive director Theresa 
Lambert as the county’s repre-
sentative to the Northern Neck 
Tourism Commission and the 
Rev. Linwood Blizzard as her 
alternate.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Demo-
cratic Party will meet Thursday, 
February 16, at the Northum-
berland Public Library, 7204 
Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville. A social period 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. and the 
meeting will follow at 7 p.m. 

The agenda will include dis-
cussions regarding candidates 
for upcoming elections and 
Indivisible Northumberland, 
reported chairman Frank Kober.

Democrats
will meet 
February 16

FREDERICKSBURG—
Motorists can anticipate brief 
delays on Route 3 at the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
over the Rappahannock River 
through Saturday, February 18.

Preparation work continues 
for an upcoming $12.8 million 
painting project of the bridge’s 
three center spans, reported 
Kelly Hannon with the Virginia 
Department of Transportation’s 
Fredericksburg District. The proj-
ect contractor will install netting 
on the bridge that will encourage 
Peregrine falcons to nest outside 
of the project work zone. Work-
ers also will start installation of 
the platform system required to 
paint the bridge.

Through Friday, February 17, 
Route 3 will be reduced to one 
lane on Norris Bridge from 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Motorists can expect delays of 
10 to 15 minutes around 7 a.m. as 
workers set up the work zone and 

temporary traffic control equip-
ment. Once this equipment is in 
place, motorists can anticipate 
delays of approximately 5 min-
utes for the remainder of the day 
through 5 p.m.

On Saturday,  pavement mark-
ings on the bridge will be bright-
ened with fresh paint. This will be 
a mobile work zone from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Motorists can expect 
intermittent single lane closures. 
This work was originally sched-
uled to occur Wednesday, but was 
re-scheduled due to anticipated 
rain.

Cleaning and painting the 
bridge’s center spans will protect 
its structural steel elements and 
prevent deterioration and corro-
sion.

This project will complete a 
full painting of the Norris Bridge 
spans. Additional spans were 
cleaned and painted between 
2009 and 2012.

Route 3 delays will continue at 
Norris Bridge through Saturday
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Adventure Travel

804-436-9200      877-436-9200
“Come join us we’re going places”

JONAH
May 16-18, 2017

Lancaster, PA
Motor Coach Tour

Tribute to Patsy Cline at the Fulton 
Theatre, “Jonah” at the Sight & Sound 

Theatre, Tour of  Amish Farmlands, Amish 
Quilt & Craft Shop & Farmers Market.

ONLY $499 
per person - Dbl Occupancy
Other rates available upon request

INCLUDES 
4 Meals, Theatre Tickets 

& Tours

Deposit of $100
Non-refundable

Due at time of booking

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE
23rd OYSTER ROAST

Fundraiser
WHEN: Saturday March 4, 2017
 2:00-5:00 P.M.

LOCATION: *Little River Seafood’s Fish House
 Little Wicomico River, Virginia

TICKETS: Sales Limited to 300 Tickets
 $35.00 Per Person, Advance Sales
 $40.00 At The Door
 Children Under 10 FREE

INCLUDES: Raw and Steamed Oysters
 Clam Chowder
 Hot Dogs
 Soft Drinks, Coffee
 Beer Available at $3.00 per Cup
 Oyster Knives: $5.00
 Wine $4.00 per Serving

*Directions: From Burgess, proceed east on Rt. 360,  
 

Continue 1/2 mile to Little River Seafood Co.

SPONSORED BY:
LITTLE RIVER SEAFOOD

Tickets can be obtained online at  
smithpointsearesuce.com  

or from: LILIAN LUMBER HOME CENTER
JETT’S HARDWARE

GEORGE NOBLETT (Kilmarnock)
R.W.’S SPORT SHOP (Callao)

Chesapeake Bank’s Cathy Snowden
volunteers for the Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce. She’s one more 
reason why The Buck Stays Here. 

97 North Main Street  804-435-1181  chesbank.com

©2017 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

By day, Regional Retail Manager Cathy Snowden works to 

promote shopping locally through Chesapeake Bank’s The Buck 

Stays HereSM initiative. And after hours, she serves on the 

board of the Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce, and 

helps with annual chamber events like Taste by the Bay and 

Shoptober by the Bay. At Chesapeake Bank, we’re all about 

community. What’s your passion?  #ICareAbout

CLARAVILLE—Proposed 
changes and additions to pre-
school programs were the public’s 
main concern during Monday 
night’s public hearing on the Nor-
thumberland school board’s pro-
posed fiscal year 2017-18 work-
ing budget of $18.6 million.

Bus drivers for the half-day 
pre-school program asked the 
school board to re-consider 
plans to increase the program 
to a full day. Drivers Kim Reid 

and Karen Dunaway said the 
move would effectively cut their 
salaries by a third, because they 
would lose the mid-day service. 

“Please consider us when you 
make a decision,” said Reid.

Pre-school parent Brittany 
Cottrell also spoke against a 
full-day program.

“I don’t think my child will do 
well in an all-day class,” she said.

Rev. Lynwood Blizzard of 
Macedonia Baptist Church said 
it was pre-mature to consider 
starting a 3-year-old program 

funded by the non-profit Kid’s 
First organization until there 
was a full day 4-year-old pro-
gram in place.

“Kids First does not make 
sense for this upcoming year,” he 
said. “Stick with the Head-Start 
federally funded program and 
wait until you’ve added a (full 
day) 4-year-old program before 
starting a 3-year-old program.” 

Amy Lamb, president of the 
Northumberland County Edu-
cation Association, asked the 
board to consider giving bus 

drivers one day of personal 
leave. She also asked that the 
proposed 2% salary increase 
apply to all employees and that 
teachers also receive a step 
increase. She said the upper end 
of the step scale for teachers is 
the lowest among area school 
districts and that the scale was 
slipping overall in comparison.

Superintendent Holly Wargo 
announced the next budget 
work session will take place at 
5 p.m. February 27 at the school 
board office in Lottsburg.

CLARAVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
Monday accepted the resigna-
tion of Lynn Mason after three 
years as school finance direc-
tor.

Dissension over budget 
issues in a number of areas has 
plagued Mason with the cur-
rent board and Monday night 
proved to be no exception.

Last December, Mason told 
the board about an unreported 
$430,000 budget surplus, 
which she attributed in part to 
Title 1 grant funding from the 
prior and current year. Over 
$397,000 in revenue hadn’t 
been recorded, she said. 

At Monday night’s school 
board meeting, she noted that 
the district had overpaid into 
the teachers’ retirement fund 
dating back to 2013. Mason 
attributed the problem to an 
oversight of continuing to pay 
into the plan for employees 
who had left the district. She 
said she was still trying to rec-
oncile those mistakes with the 
Virginia Retirement System.

“We have $24,000 in over-
payments to the Virginia 
Retirement System,” superin-
tendent Holly Wargo clarified 
with board members.

Also, Mason reported the 
technology department would 
exceed it’s budgeted funding 
for the current year. 

Under questioning by Dis-
trict 1 member Dana O’Bier, 
Mason admitted she knew 
last July that technology was 
underfunded when the depart-
ment purchased a $27,000 
software program.

“You knew in July, at the 
beginning of the budget year, 
and didn’t say anything?” 
asked O’Bier. 

“We knew the budget would 
be tight,” Mason replied. Tech-
nology carried over $20,000 
in December and January, she 
told the board. “In the next 
month, we’re going to have to 
ask for a transfer of funds from 
other categories.” 

Wargo said the issue was 
first brought to her attention 

last Thursday. 
O’Bier chastised Mason for 

not reconciling school finances 
with the county for most of the 
current fiscal year.

“You’ve only reconciled 
July and half of August with 
the county and you’re leaving 
Friday?” O’Bier said to Mason. 
After the meeting, O’Bier said 
that by not balancing the books 
each month with the county 
over the current school year, 
Mason was leaving the district 
with a financial mess.

In other business, the board 
voted 5-0 to accept a five-year 
contract with Windstream 
Phone Systems at $287,340 a 
year. “That will save the dis-
trict a quarter to a half million 

R I C H M O N D — W h i l e 
the Falcons and the Patriots 
faced off on the field Febru-
ary 5, Virginia State Police 
(VSP) troopers were at work 
safeguarding Virginia high-
ways from impaired and 
reckless drivers.

 From Super Bowl Sunday 
through Monday morning, 
February 6, more than 2,500 
traffic stops took place across 

the Commonwealth. Troopers 
arrested 47 DUI drivers with 
the most arrests occurring in 
Northern Virginia, reported 
VSP public relations coordi-
nator Susan Rowland.

A total of 1,185 driv-
ers were cited for speeding. 
Troopers also assisted 402 
disabled motorists during the 
“Trooper Bowl” enforcement 
campaign, said Rowland. No 

fatal crashes were reported.
Statistics for Division I, 

which includes metro Rich-
mond, the Northern Neck and 
Tri-cities area, show one DUI, 
no traffic crashes, 129 speed-
ing violations, 19 seatbelt 
violations and 82 motorists 
assisted.

Meanwhile, the Patriots 
beat the Falcons, 34-28, in 
overtime.

‘Trooper Bowl’ scores 47 DUI arrests statewide

Budget hearing focuses on pre-school programs
by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland school finance director resigns
by Audrey Thomasson dollars a year,” according to 

Bob Gilbert of the technology 
department.

“It provides reliable phone 
service…and increased capac-
ity and doesn’t take any time 
from the IT department. We’ll 
also go to 85% in e-rate fund-
ing, instead of the 20% we get 
now,” said Gilbert.

Votes on revamping district 
policy on Freedom of Infor-
mation requests and includ-
ing a student representative 
as a liaison to the board were 
tabled at the request of Dis-
trict 3 member Gerald Howard 
because he would like more 
discussion.

H E AT H S V I L L E — N o r-
thumberland county planner 
Stuart McKenzie on February 9 
presented the 2016 end-of-year-
report of the planning commis-
sion to the board of supervisors.

McKenzie said the commis-
sion met six times in 2016 and 
completed its revisions to the 
Comprehensive Plan, eventu-
ally adopted by the board of 
supervisors on November 10.

The board of zoning appeals 
and the wetland’s board con-
sidered a combined total of 96 
requests during 2016 including 
a boat house request considered 
by the board of supervisors, two 
Chesapeake Bay Act variances, 
16 conditional use permits, a 

special exception permits, 68 
wetlands applications and eight 
zoning variances. 

In 2016, the total estimated 
cost of construction was 
$20,900,323.98 compared to 
$23,175,770.00 for 2015, a 
decrease of about 10%, he said.

Construction permits included 
24 single-family dwellings with 
an average cost of $267,406.63 
compared to 23 dwellings at an 
average cost of $292,782.61 for 
2015, said McKenzie.

According to the report:

constructed in 2016 at an average 
cost of $244,537.14 compared to 
14 modulars at an average cost 
of $233,073.29 for 2015.

were constructed at an average 

cost of $87,968.47 compared to 
three double wides at an aver-
age cost of $75,000 for 2015.

placed at an average cost of 
$19,331.41 compared to nine 
mobile homes at an average 
cost of $29,879.39 for 2015. 

There were no new com-
mercial buildings constructed 
in Northumberland County in 
2015 or 2016. 

Also for 2016, a total of 276 
building permits were issued, 
182 mechanical permits, 260 
electrical permits and 80 
plumbing permits. For 2016, 
there were an estimated 1,380 
building inspections. 

There were seven boathouse 
applications compared to one 
in 2015; 260 electrical per-

Northumberland’s construction values total $20.9 million
by Madison White Franks mits compared to 302 in 2015, 

160 land disturbing inspec-
tions compared to 145 in 2015, 
78 land disturbing permits 
compared to 60 in 2015, 182 
mechanical permits compared 
to 197 in 2015, 42 private pier 
applications compared to 32 
in 2015, 80 plumbing permits 
compared to 88 in 2015, and 
327 zoning permits compared 
to 309 in 2015. 

Seven boathouses were built 
on Bridge Creek, Bridgman 
Back Creek, Cockrell Creek, 
Dungan Cove, Great Wicomico 
River, Palmer Cove and Wright 
Cove.

There were 21 private piers 
built on the Potomac River and 
it’s tributaries and 21 private 
piers built on the Chesapeake 
Bay and it’s tributaries. Some 
90 wetlands applications were 
permitted, 33 on the Potomac 
River and it’s tributaries and 57 
on the Chesapeake Bay and it’s 
tributaries. 

No action was required by the 
board on the end-of-year report. 

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Jessica ext.  15



CommunityForum February 16, 2017
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A6

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

To some, M2 might identify a new form 
of mathematical equation, a previously 

unknown co-efficient that presently defines 
a geometrical status quo, or it could be the 
name of a jazzy sport automobile, or a refer-
ence to a department of British Intelligence, a 
la James Bond. 

Indeed, these possibilities might exist, but 
more positively the acronym, as coined by my 
Good Wife when she first came to the North-
ern Neck, stands for our neighbor, Mary Mar-
garet Clegg. 

Mary is the daughter of the late Irene and 
Elton Clegg, about whom I have written pre-
viously in this space, a beloved and widely 
renowned couple who were the proprietors of 
Clegg’s Restaurant in Wicomico Church from 
1958 to 1978. Their food was legendary, with 
the Friday, Saturday and Sunday evening wait-
ing period for a table often being one to two 
hours. The meals were well worth the wait.

Mary, one of the Cleggs’ five children, grew 
up in the business, observing and absorbing all 
of her parents’ multifarious talents. After high 
school Mary went to Richmond to matriculate 
at the late Smithdeal-Massey Business Col-

lege. After finishing her studies and returning 
home, she found employment in the computer 
operation at The Tides Inn, but after experi-
encing problems from the repetitive use of her 
arm, she left the Inn to pursue a career more 
in tune with her fondness for the outdoors.

To say Mary has an affinity for nature is an 
understated truism. Whether speaking of the 

yard and grass business she and her son, John, 
operate, or her crabbing and oystering activi-
ties, or her gardening endeavors that produce 
what would be award-winning vegetables 
should she choose to offer them competi-
tively, Mary excels in all that she undertakes.

In that regard, she is especially particular 
when caring for lawns. She virtually mani-
cures each blade of grass to achieve the ideal 
cut. When she finishes, the sweep of greenery 
is worthy of a book on horticulture. Whether 
riding her tractor, weed-eating or merely 
giving the lawns in her care a “pat on the 
turf,” she finds pleasure in working for the end 
result, a combined aesthetic unity, formed by 
the symbiotic relationship of nature and its 
human product working together.

Along with all of her work, Mary combines 
an ever-present concern for helping others, 
particularly those in need. Each month she 
and John work with pastor Donna Blythe of 
Wicomico United Methodist Church in dis-
tributing donated food to those who qualify 
to be food bank recipients. Donna has spear-
headed that effort for many years, to the ben-
efit by now of hundreds of individuals who 

are able to receive quality, nutritious food, 
which is critically important in the winter 
months when gardens lay fallow in the cold 
and employment opportunities are scant.

The Wicomico food bank has become a 
social institution thanks to Donna and her 
associates, all of whom enjoy expressing their 
Christian belief by sharing the donated abun-
dance with those in need. Mary and John are 
mainstays in that effort. Although it is only 
a monthly undertaking, the food bank car-
ries on the tradition of Clegg’s Restaurant, 
namely, drawing people to the village for culi-
nary purposes.

Tomorrow is Mary’s birthday and although 
she is becoming a septuagenarian, she still 
has not a strand of gray hair and regularly 
manifests the energy level of a teenager. 
Across the decades I have known her, she 
has remained immutable, always the same, 
whether in appearance or in her concern for 
helping folks in any measure available to her. 
In the beginning she had wonderful parents 
and she learned from their example and built 
on what they gave her. 

Happy Birthday, M2! “Ad multos annos!”

Whether riding her tractor, 
weed-eating or merely giving 
the lawns in her care a ‘pat 
on the turf,’ she finds plea-
sure in working for the end 
result, a combined aesthetic 
unity, formed by the symbi-
otic relationship of nature 
and its human product 
working together.

Focal Point

When ‘stuck’ in traffic midway across the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge because of the painting project, look 
on the bright side. 

Photo by Doreen Hamblet

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

YOUR LETTERS

I consider myself fortunate 
to live across from a woman 
whose views are the opposite 
of mine on almost anything I 
can think of. We hear it said 
that ‘it’s only politics.’ 

But our opinions, our views 
of the world, express who we 
are at our core. I could no 
more express the views of my 
neighbor than I could eat a 
slug. I’ve no doubt she feels 
the same about my views. They 
are intrinsic to who I am, as are 
hers.

I was on the bus to Wash-
ington on January 21 and that 
glorious day was heartening 
to me, just as January 20 was 
to her. Daily, I marvel at the 
expression and tolerance that is 
embedded in democracy. And I 
fervently hope that our democ-
racy will become even stron-
ger as we grow to appreciate 
the necessity of distinguishing 
between belief and fact.

All faiths require belief and 
our democracy encompasses 
freedom of and from religion. 
But without truth as sup-
ported by fact, neither faith nor 
democracy will be protected.

Do my neighbor and I have 
common ground? Of course. 

Find common
ground beyond
the differences

We both delight in our chil-
dren, our dogs and the glories 
of our gardens.

Carol Biscontini,
Irvington

I read the “pro nepotism” 
letter to the editor last week 
with great interest and confu-
sion.

How does anyone recog-
nize “the importance of integ-
rity in our school systems” by 
nepotism? How does nepotism 
“ensure fairness and quality?”

It would be interesting to 
know how many school board 
members have “quality teach-
ers” as relatives.

By educational law, the only 
person who can recommend 
the hiring of a teacher is the 
superintendent of schools. 
Board members do not have 
to agree with the recommen-
dation, but they cannot hire 
anyone without the superinten-
dent’s recommendation.

Do you think there would 
be any pressure on the super-
intendent to hire a teacher who 
is related to a board member, 
no matter what their qualifica-
tions?

Legal nepotism — amazing!
Richard Saxer,

Reedville

It’s still
nepotism

In response to a recent 
letter accusing me of sub-
mitting bogus claims and 
conspiracy theories, while 
at the same time chastis-
ing the editor for publishing 
them, I am happy to report 
that this editor has refused 
to publish that and many 
other letters until and unless 
I could submit to him, for his 
personal review, all of the 
attributions and source docu-
mented information to his 
satisfaction.

The editor of the Rappa-
hannock Record has always 
insisted on verification of 
everything I submit because 
so much of the lunacy, crimi-
nality and literal conspira-
cies of the left are never 
covered by the main stream 
media, aka, fake news, thus 
the exposure of their agenda 
is so alarming, so unbeliev-
able, so threatening that it is 
perfectly normal to be suspi-
cious of it and its author.

You can rest assured that 
the editor of this paper has 
jealously guarded its hard 
won reputation for excel-
lence as well as his own rep-
utation for journalistic integ-
rity. You can also rest assured 
that every single letter I 
submit has been redundantly 
vetted and cross checked 
with source documentation.

My reputation for hon-
esty, integrity and fierce 
defense of the truth is jeal-
ously guarded by me as well. 
And it is at times like this 
that I especially appreciate 
this editor's strict policy for 
documented fact.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Fact check

On Friday, when I crossed 
the Norris Bridge over the 
Rappahannock River, I sud-
denly realized just how much 
I will miss the blazing sun-
sets and the perennial beauty 
of Lancaster County. 

February will be my last 
month as a Northern Neck 
resident, as I have accepted 
the position of director of the 
Emmet O’Neal Library in 
Mountain Brook, Ala. As of 
February 21, The Lancaster 
Community Library will be 
in the very capable hands of 
interim director John Pace, 
and a phenomenal board, 
staff and corps of volunteers. 

I’m very excited about my 
new career opportunity and 
being closer to my friends, 
family and favorite football 
team in Sweet Home, Ala-
bama, but the goodbye is 
certainly bittersweet. I knew 
not one single soul when I 
moved here 10 years ago.

This community gave me 
a bear hug of a welcome and 
just never let go. I feel so 
incredibly lucky to have been 
a part of this truly special 
place. Lancaster County will 
always be in my heart.

Lindsy Gardner,
Kilmarnock

Bittersweet
goodbye

As the president of the 
Northumberland Ministerial 
Association which sponsored 
the Martin Luther King Day 
Celebration, I would like to 
respond to a letter to the editor 
commenting on the sermon 
the Rev. Dr. Tyron Williams 
preached at that service.

While it is true that there are 
many examples of progress 
toward a society of equality 
for everyone regardless of skin 
color, it is also true that there 
are many examples of ways 
in which inequalities, some-
times gross inequalities, still 
remain. The goal of the Martin 
Luther King Day Celebration 
is twofold: to celebrate how far 
we've come, and to recognize 
how far we still have to go, as 
we renew our commitment to 
keep striving together to truly 
fulfill the dream of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King. It was in 
this context that Dr. Williams 
pointed out some examples of 
inequalities that remain, and I 
support his doing so.  

In order to hear from a variety 
of perspectives, the Ministerial 
Association has been inviting 
a different preacher every year 
to preach at our annual Martin 
Luther King Day Celebration, 
in addition to asking a differ-
ent church each year to host 
the event. The letter writer 
suggests that someone else be 
invited to preach at the MLK 
celebration next year. Next 
year someone else will have 
their turn to preach, but I want 
to clarify that we appreciate 
and value this year's preacher 
as well.

Rev. Lucia Lloyd, Tappahannock, 
pastor, St. Stephen's Episcopal, 

Heathsville; president, Northum-
berland Ministerial Association

Inequalities
still remain

There have been a lot of discus-
sions in this area lately about eco-
nomic development and work-
force development. What is the 
difference? Which one comes 
first?   

Clearly their goals overlap: 
We want jobs for our citizens, we 
want good jobs, we want a thriv-
ing community and we want our 
kids able to return after college. 
But improving an individual’s 
skill under an enticing workforce 
development program only ben-
efits the individual who remains 
free to move after training. 
The community would lose an 
asset. On the other hand, focusing 
on economic development with-
out a ready workforce can entice 
commerce without qualified 
workers. A formula for failure.

Workforce development is 
about social services, counseling, 
education and job training, all of 
which hopefully lead to a road-
map loaded with opportunities 
for individuals and their family 
and their community.

Economic development is 
about making a community com-
petitive. Just like a business needs 
to create value for its customers, 

Pair economic
and workforce
development

communities create infrastruc-
ture for their businesses so they 
can grow. If businesses come 
from outside our community, 
so much the better because eco-
nomic rewards will be greater: 
More investment; more opportu-
nities for everyone.  

When both programs work 
together, our community will be 
able to build, attract and keep a 
workforce; will have an infra-
structure that supports entre-
preneurs and local businesses 
that benefit the Northern Neck. 
Better opportunities, higher 
paying jobs, improved schools, 
access to health care, more activi-
ties and a place for kids to return.

The Northern Neck can be 
proud of its natural and cultural 
identity. We need to keep that 
identity and our values, but we 
also need to improve the lives for 
many residents. Economic and 
workforce development are keys 
to our success. Every positive 
step on either side of the equa-
tion opens possibilities for all our 
residents.

John May,
Weems

I was a little taken aback by 
the tirade that was promulgated 
in “Fiction or Fact from Bob’s 
Almanac” against a portion of 
our community affectionately 
known as come here’s.

Any community benefits 
from a sound cross-fertilization 
of ideas, values and passions. I 
believe to deny, or indeed decry, 
any part of our community for 
being involved and attempting to 
impart balance for the good of all 
is really the foundation of conflict 
and hatred.

We hear a lot of that now; 
unfortunately it is being associ-
ated with values, culture, religion, 
heritage and altruism. Indeed, 
altruism is a very strong value 
of the come here’s and is seen in 
many forms from volunteerism, 
donations, or the passion which 
comes from caring.

Dare I suggest Mr. Mason 
was having a bad day, as I do not 
believe he deliberately set out to 
be rude to so many of us. Let’s 
value all of our residents and say 
thank you that they have ideas 
and passion from outside our 
area. Let’s also ensure we do not 
become caught up and ultimately 
a product of some of the more 
divisive traits that have been evi-
dent in the history of this great 
country.

I personally find this area 
invigorating with a beautiful bal-
ance of traditionalism and for-
ward thinking.

Long may it continue and serve 
to bring diversity, positive change 
and improvements to everyone’s 
quality of life.

The status quo only benefits a 
minority in our community and 
the future is brighter with inclu-
sion rather than exclusion.

Just as a thought, and as an 
Englishman, I do not find the 
Virginian pronunciation of many 
of our shared names and places 
as incorrect; just an extension of 
the dialects which we all wear as 
a badge of honor and indeed have 
fun with on occasions.

Gordon Slatford,
Irvington

Value all residents

Another Valentine’s Day 
bites the dust.

Cupid missed his mark, so 
to speak.

Not with me. I’ve got pros-
pects.

But, I’ve got a friend who’s 
still available. She made 
me promise not to use her 
name or share too much info 
because she wants to remain 
anonymous.

How’s a guy to know?
That’s just the beginning.
You thought I was particular 

when it comes to finding a 
mate.

She wants it all.
However, she assures me 

she’s not asking for too much.
She says potential suitors 

need to be honest, smart, 
attractive and confident. These 
traits are mandatory. A solid 
command of grammar also is 
a prerequisite.

Her man must possess 
a charming personality, a 
positive attitude, strong morals 
and a great smile. 

It helps if he is tall, mus-
cular, 26-40, and has his own 
hair, preferably brown or 
darker.

 A good sense of humor is 
essential. It also helps if he 
can make her laugh and hold 
his own when it comes to 
witty banter. Her man can’t be 
afraid to be goofy.

She’s looking for a gentle-
man. Chivalry is a plus.

Her man must be thought-
ful, kind and considerate. He 
must  attempt to get along 
with her friends.

He must be respectful, faith-
ful and dependable.  

Couch potatoes need not 
apply. Her man must be active, 
ready and willing to pursue 
fun times. 

An appreciation for good 
music must come naturally. 

Concerts are a favorite des-
tination, so her man must be 
open to new musical adven-
tures.

A good job and a nice salary 
can’t hurt. I threw that in. 
While she’s not high mainte-
nance, concert tickets and fun 
times can add up.

If you play an instrument, 
you have a slight advantage.

While she would have lost 
me at “tall” and 40’s in the 
rearview, the basic quali-
ties she’s looking for in her 
perfect man are pretty much 
what we’re all seeking in a 
mate.

Yet, here we are at the end 
of another column, two days 
past Valentine’s and single.

Or, we’ve got 363 days to 
pursue fun times and good 
music in search of a mate, a 
step ahead of Cupid.

Meanwhile, you can get off 
the couch, brush up on your 
grammar, practice a little chiv-
alry and build some muscle.

Don’t take yourself so seri-
ous, or you might miss your 
mark.
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www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. Good for the month of February.

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

Cut Loose
Trunk Show

Saturday
Feb. 18

10 - 4
All Cut Loose
10% off

*even the pre-order!*

35 S. Main St.
Kilmarnock

www.pearlclothingva.com

**Pre-Order From The ENTIRE Summer Line**

Pearl

Larry Carey
910.515.7431

J &
 L Treasures

Jack Field  
804.724.0808

careylarryva65@gmail.com or golfingjack@hotmail.com

2667 White Chapel Rd
Lively

Treasures from the 1800s to present. 
Furniture, home decor, nautical and so much more!

STORE HOURS
FRI. 8AM-1PM 

SUN.10AM-3PM

10% OFF with this Ad
OFFER VALID ONLY AT WHITE CHAPEL ROAD LOCATION

Innovations in
Planning and Protecting

Your Legacy
at the RWC auditorium, 132 Lancaster Drive, Irvington

An Interactive Workshop, Wednesday, March 1, 4:00 pm

Topic Discussion 4:00-5:00 pm, Wine & Cheese 5:00-6:00 pm

Call 804-438-4350 to register.

Seating is limited. RSVP by Monday, February 27th.

Alison V. Lennarz, Of Counsel

Kaufman & Canoles

John M. Sadler, President

Chesapeake Wealth Management

Jean H. Light, Senior Vice President

Chesapeake Wealth Management

P lease Join Us for

Do you remember?
This undated photo shows the former Farmers Feed Service store at Augusta and School 
streets. The site is now a public parking lot, reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprint from the February 17, 1927, issue of 

the Rappahannock Record)

Crowd of 15,000 Attend 
Opening Downing Bridge

Yesterday was a great day for the Northern 
Neck. A crowd estimated at from ten to fifteen 
thousand including some of the most promi-
nent men and women in Virginia assembled at 
Warsaw and Tappahannock for the purpose of 
attending the opening of the great Downing 
Bridge. The crowd began to gather early and 
long before noon there were literally thousands 
upon thousands of care free folks on both 
shores of the Rappahannock at the Down-
ing Bridge. Shortly after 12:00 o’clock the 
Governor’s party made its way to the center of 
the bridge where an improvised arch of cedar 
and bearing appropriate decorations indicted 
that here a halt must be made while the only 
remaining barriers, the ribbons, be cut down.

The ribbons at one end of the arch were cut 
by Governor Byrd’s young son, while at the 
other end Senator Downing’s young grandson 
clipped the ribbons. The Governor then met 
the Senator in the center of the arch and sure 
enough they were clasping hands across the 
Rappahannock. Mr. Downing was accompa-
nied by Rodney M. Coggin and Honorable R. 
O. Norris, Jr., who also shook hands with the 
chief executive, while the crowd cheered, thou-
sands of flags in the hands of school children 
danced with glee, the cannon on the shore at 
Tappahannock roared, a dozen airships swept 
over the huge crowd time and again while cam-
eras clicked and the moving picture man made 
a reel of one of the greatest events ever having 
taken place in the Northern Neck. The news-
papers and magazines have been telling the 
people of other states what Virginia is doing 
and the things she contemplates doing, but the 
moving picture man carried away with him yes-
terday a moving picture reel, or its equivalent, 
to show the outside world one memorable thing 
Senator Downing, with the support of many 
persons, has done for Virginia and the Northern 
Neck.

Among those in the Governor’s party 
were ex-governor and Mrs. E. Lee Trinkle, 

Attorney-General John R. Saunders and Col. 
Willard Newbill. Rodney M. Coggin and the 
many committees working under him are due 
much credit for the great things they accom-
plished. The program was carried out exactly 
as planned and though it was a big undertaking 
and there were some fifteen to twenty thou-
sand people to entertain everything went on in 
clock-like fashion on scheduled time.

After the ribbons were cut at the bridge 
the crowd made its way to Warsaw where the 
speakers of the day and about five hundred 
invited guests were served a sumptuous ban-
quet in the high school auditorium. Following 
the dinner the speakers took their places in 
a stand erected near the auditorium and for 
two hours the thousands of listeners enjoyed 
another great feast, a feast of oratory by the 
most distinguished orators of Virginia. Rodney 
Coggin was master of ceremonies and dis-
charged his duties in a very creditable manner.

Last night at Lancaster Courthouse the 
Lancaster Camp of Modern Woodmen held a 
banquet in the school auditorium in honor of 
Col. Downing. The Northern Neck Good-Will 
Tour party which is made up of a hundred 
Richmond business men attended, and in all 
there were four hundred present. This was a 
very brilliant affair. The ladies of Lancaster 
and vicinity set a wonderful table, the meal 
consisted of turkey and all the delicacies of 
the season. The waitresses, all dressed alike in 
white, were well trained and performed their 
duties in a most charming manner.

Many enjoyable speeches were made and 
the musical program was unusually fine. The 
toastmaster, Hon. R. O. Norris, Jr., presented 
to the honored guest a handsome chair, the 
present of a Richmond Furniture Co. In 
accepting the gift Senator Downing sent the 
following message to his friends in Richmond 
who so kindly remembered him, “tell them I 
will enjoy sitting in this handsome and com-
fortable chair in my idle memories, but tell 
them that the old man is back on his feet going 
strong.”

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YOUR LETTERS

Trump’s “buy America, hire 
America” talk is totally oppo-
site to the way he runs his 
hotels. He uses foreign labor in 
his hotels. He is providing mil-
lions of jobs for foreign work-
ers, not Americans. Learning 
this, I feel like a fool.

Business Insider just 
released a report by Import 
Genius which details the 
“Global Origins of the Prod-
ucts in Trump Hotels.” Trump 
hotels are adorned with fur-
niture and products, fixtures, 

Trump, where are the jobs?

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

We are now past the half-
way point of the 2017 General 
Assembly, known as “cross-
over,” and legislators have 
considered over 2,600 bills 
and resolutions on a range of 
topics. Now, our House bills 
will move to the Senate and 
their bills will be considered 
in the House.

The Republican-led House 
of Delegates is making great 
progress on the issues that 
matter most to you and your 
family. We passed an amended 
two-year state budget that is 
balanced, fiscally responsible, 
does not include any fee or tax 
increases, invests in our local 
school systems, includes 3% 
pay raises for state employ-
ees and increases funding for 
state police and sheriff's depu-
ties.

We have also passed 
increased funding for schools 
in rural regions like ours that 

have struggled economically 
due to reduced student popu-
lation. A total of $306,919 
will be added to three school 
divisions in the 99th District 
and I hope that these increased 
funds will greatly benefit our 
local students and teachers.

Thursday, administrators, 
coaches and players from 
James Madison University's 
FCS National Champion 
football team were honored 
during a special presentation 
on the House floor.

This week my office was 
visited by students from Rap-
pahannock High School, 
the Northern Neck & King 
George Realtors Associa-
tions and the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation.

Contact my office, 698-
1099, or delmransone@
house.virginia.gov with ques-
tions or concerns related to 
state government.

building materials, apparel 
and supplies from more than 
15 countries, not made in 
USA by American workers. I 
was fooled by Trump talk.

Trump business practices 
are not helping Americans, no 
matter how much he talks buy 
American and hire American. 

He is a con and I am a fool 
to believe him. Are you wise 
or did he con you too? Where 
are the jobs?

Joe M. Thompson,
Heathsville

WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. 
Congressmen Rob Wittman, 
Bobby Scott, Gerry Connolly, 
Don Beyer and Scott Taylor on 
February 7 reintroduced legisla-
tion to grant federal recognition 
to six Virginia Indian tribes. The 
bill is the Thomasina E. Jordan 
Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal 
Recognition Act of 2017.

The legislation would grant 
federal recognition to the Chick-
ahominy, the Eastern Chicka-
hominy, the Upper Mattaponi, 
the Rappahannock, the Mona-
can and the Nansemond tribes. 
These tribes have received offi-
cial recognition from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia but have 
faced barriers preventing them 
from receiving federal recogni-
tion because of gaps in official 
records. Specifically, the Virginia 
tribes lack formal treaties with 
the U.S. government because 
they made peace with England 
well before the establishment 
of the U.S. The Racial Integrity 
Act of 1924 also led to a “paper 
genocide,” which destroyed 
birth records, marriage certifi-
cates and land titles of Virginia’s 
tribes.

Federal recognition would 
grant Virginia’s tribes legal stand-
ing and status in relationships 
with the U.S. government. This 
status would enable the tribes to 
pursue repatriation of historical 
and cultural artifacts, comment 
on federal agency actions that 
could affect their future and gain 
access to a number of federal 
programs that serve the other 
566 federally recognized tribes.

“The history of these tribes is 
intertwined with the birth of our 
nation and their federal recogni-
tion status is long overdue,” said 
Rep. Wittman. “I’m proud to 
work with the Virginia tribes to 
ensure that they are granted the 
recognition that they have been 
denied for far too long.”

“Despite their critical role in 
our nation’s history, Virginia’s 
tribes are still waiting for federal 
recognition,” said Rep. Scott. “I 
commend my colleagues in the 
Virginia congressional delega-
tion for introducing this legisla-
tion and I look forward to work-
ing with them to ensure the right-
ful status of Virginia’s tribes.”

“We should do all that is 
within our reach to address the 
injustices of history in a way that 
has a positive and appreciable 
impact on Native American 
tribes. Granting federal recogni-
tion of Virginia tribes is one way 
in which we can honor the role 
native Americans played in the 
history of our Commonwealth,” 
said Rep. Connolly.

Federal recognition for Virginia tribes sought
"We are asking Congress to 

help us make history for the 
Indian people of Virginia, a his-
tory that honors our ancestors 

who were there at the beginning 
of this great country," said Chief 
Steve Adkins of the Chickahom-
iny tribe.
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Stay 
Active!

Enjoy a full range 
of sports medicine 
services right here on 
the Middle Peninsula. Orthopedics

riversideonline.com/goortho

804-693-4645
Two local offices

804-693-0529

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital is designated as a 

Blue Distinction Center+ for Knee & Hip Replacement 

by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, an independent 

licensee of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association

Hugh M. Bryan, III, M.D. David J. Muron, M.D.Barbaro J. Perez, M.D.Steven J. Hospodar, M.D.

Members of the Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck Torch and Keystone clubs 

on January 30 visited the State Capitol of Vir-
ginia in Richmond.

They toured the Capitol buildings, sat in on 
an education committee meeting and met with 
District 99 Del. Margaret Ransone, reported 
operations director Patrick Creed. 

“Torch Club is a leadership and service club 
for boys and girls ages 10-13 and it is a power-
ful vehicle through which club staff can help 
meet the special character development needs 
of younger adolescents at a critical stage in 
their development,” said Creed.

“Members learn to elect officers and work 
together to implement activities in four areas: 
service to club and community, education, 
health and fitness and social recreation,” he 
added.

“Keystone Club is BGCA’s premier teen 
leadership program,” said Creed.

Members, ages 14-18, are able to have 
positive group experiences while focusing on 
academic success, career exploration, teen out-
reach and community service, he said. 

With the guidance of club staff, teens are 
given opportunities to make leadership deci-
sions and to serve others, cultivating good 
character and leadership skills, which in turn 
supports the development of productive, 
responsible and caring citizens, continued 

Creed. Keystone Clubs also promote lifelong 
civic engagement, higher high school gradua-
tion rates and broader employment opportuni-
ties. 

The Capitol visit allowed the youth to wit-
ness the importance and responsibilities 
involved with holding office, he said.

“During our visit with Del. Ransone, for 
instance, we heard all about the committees she 
serves on and what types of rules, regulations 
and bills committee work is involved with creat-
ing or reviewing,” he said. “And the opportunity 
to actually sit in on an education committee 
meeting where a bill affecting distance learning 
was being discussed was a great way to show the 
kids how the political process works.”

“I loved seeing all of the big buildings and 
there was a really huge painting of the Revolu-
tionary War,” said Torch club member Sama-
riah Robinson.

“I really liked sitting in on the committee 
meeting and seeing how bills get made.,” said 
Torch Club member Briana Savoy. “It felt like 
we were witnessing something important.”

“I’ve always been impressed by the unique 
experiences that the Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck offers our community’s youth 
and I’m so grateful for the opportunity to meet 
with students and staff on their trip to learn 
about the legislative process in Richmond,” 
said Del. Ransone.

RICHMOND—House Bill 
1727 to allow school divi-
sions in the Northern Neck 

member of the school board 
-

ginia Senate on February 14.
-

trict 99 Del. Margaret B. 

98-0, on January 30. 
On February 10, it 

advanced from the Senate 
rules committee, 12-1, 

-
islative Information System, 
lis.virginia.gov.

On February 13, the bill 

in the Senate, 39-0; and it 

docket for a third reading. If 

bill will be sent to Gov. Terry 

is required before the legis-
lation becomes law.

by District 28 Sen. Rich-
ard H. Stuart of Montross, 
regarding random farm 

On February 13, an agricul-
ture subcommittee of House 

natural resources commit-
tee recommended the bill be 

for consideration, 7-0.
On the water

District 91 Del. Gordon C. 
Helsel Jr. of Poquoson and 
District 100 Del. Robert S. 

as of February 13 remained 
before the Senate agricul-
ture conservation and natural 

resources commission.
The House on February 6 

passed House Bill 1572, 97-0, 
making it easier for a family 

waterman to enter the fish-
ery; House Bill 1573, 96-1, 
changing Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
(VMRC) revocation of par-
ticular commercial licenses; 
and House Bill 1574, 97-0, 
removing the authority of 
the Virginia Marine Police 
to require a person charged 
with violating an oyster cull-
ing regulation to scatter the 
entire cargo of oysters on the 
public rocks.

by District 82 Del. Jason S. 

and Del. Helsel, regarding 
VMRC notification of appli-
cations to lease oyster plant-
ing grounds, on February 
7 passed the House, 97-0. 
The bill was referred to the 
Senate committee on agricul-
ture, conservation and natu-
ral resources on February 8.

by Sen. Stuart, requiring 

of Game and Inland Fish-
eries to create a database 

the Senate, 40-0. On Febru-
ary 8, a natural resources 
subcommittee of the House 

natural resources commit-
tee recommended the bill be 

for consideration, 7-1.
Senate Bill 909, patroned 

by Sen. Stuart, increasing 
the total allowable menhaden 
landings from 158,700.12 
metric tons to 168,937.75 
metric tons, on January 18 
passed the Senate, 34-6, and 
on February 10, passed the 
House, 79-15-1. Del. Ransone 
abstained. The bill will now be 
sent to Gov. McAuliffe.

Senate Bill 1144, patroned 
by Sen. Bill R. DeSteph Jr. 
of Virginia Beach, regarding 
oyster planting grounds and 
notice of application fees, 
on January 25 passed the 
Senate, 40-0, and on Feb-
ruary 10 passed the House 
95-0. It, too, will be sent to 
Gov. McAuliffe.

Senate Bill 1145, patroned 
by Sen. DeSteph, District 
4 Sen. Ryan T. McDougle 
and District 81 Del. Barry 
D. Knight of Virginia Beach, 
regarding riparian planting 
grounds leasing and eligi-
bility, on January 30 passed 
the Senate, 40-0. On Febru-
ary 8, the bill was reported 
from the House commit-
tee on agriculture, Chesa-
peake and natural resources 
with substitute, 22-0, and 
referred to the committee on 
appropriations where it was 
assigned on February 9 to a 
subcommittee on commerce, 
agriculture, natural resources 
and technology.

RICHMOND—Lurking in 
the depths of the Potomac River 
is a wriggly monster that can 
grow to four feet long. With 
its sharp teeth, the snakehead 
devours other fish and biolo-
gists fear it could spread across 
the country.

To keep the snakehead in 
check, Sen. Scott Surovell of 
Mount Vernon has introduced 
a bill to increase the penalty for 
people who introduce the non-
native fish into state waters.

Currently, the law only pro-
hibits bringing snakeheads into 
Virginia; the penalty can be a 
fine of up to $500. Senate Bill 
906 would make it illegal to 
take a snakehead that is already 
in Virginia and introduce it into 
another body of water. Under the 
legislation, violators would be 
charged with a Class 1 misde-
meanor, punishable by up to 12 
months in jail and a $2,500 fine.

Surovell’s bill on January 18 
passed the Senate, 38-2, and 
won a unanimous endorsement 
February 8 from a subcom-
mittee of the House agricul-
ture, Chesapeake and natural 
resources committee.

Now it will go to the full 
committee and then the House 
of Delegates.

Surovell said the Virginia 
Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries came to him 
last fall and told him that people 
were trying to move snakeheads 

The Virginia Senate on Feb-
ruary 13 narrowly approved a 
bill that would allow home-
schooled students across the 
Commonwealth to play high 
school sports.

House Bill 1578, the 
“Tebow Bill,” would eliminate 
a statewide ban prohibiting 
home-schooled students from 
participating in high school 
athletics and other interscho-
lastic activities.

The Senate voted 22-18 in 
favor of the measure. Demo-
cratic Sen. Lynwood Lewis 
of Accomac joined the 21 
Republican senators in voting 
for the bill. The House of 
Delegates passed the bill last 
month, 60-38.

The bill, introduced by Del. 
Rob Bell of Charlottesville 
will be sent to Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe for his signature. 
Sam Coleman, an aide to the 
Democratic governor, said 
McAuliffe plans to veto the 
legislation.

The bill is nicknamed for 
former NFL quarterback Tim 
Tebow, who was allowed to 
play football for a high school 
in Florida while he was being 
home-schooled. Bell has 
introduced similar legislation 
each year since 2005.

In 2015 and 2016, Bell’s 
bills were passed by the Gen-

eral Assembly only to be 
vetoed by Gov. McAuliffe. 
The legislation’s supporters 
were unable to override the 
vetoes.

Opponents of HB 1578 say 
home-schoolers don’t have 
to meet the same academic 
standards as public-school 
students, so it would not be 
right to let them play along-
side regular students in high 
school sports.

McAuliffe cited that ratio-
nale when he vetoed Bell’s 
legislation last spring.

Bell counters that this is not 
the case with his newest itera-
tion of the bill.

Under the legislation, any 
student who wants to partici-
pate in a high school’s athletic 
programs would have to pass 
standardized tests and demon-
strate “evidence of progress” 
in their academic curriculum 
for at least two years. Bell said 
the students also would have 
to meet the same immuniza-
tion standards as their public-
school counterparts.

Bell’s bill also states that 
each local school district 
would get to decide for itself 
whether to allow home-
schoolers to participate in 
high school sports. Districts 
that consider such a policy as 
unfair would not be forced to 
allow home-schoolers to par-
ticipate.

Twin Rivers Indivisible will 
hold an inaugural meeting 
Thursday, February 23.

“We are Democrats, Repub-
licans and Independents,” 
announced Diane Lank.  
“We are believers and non-
believers. We are young and 
old. We come from different 
places, but have two things in 
common: We all live around 
the Potomac or Rappahannock 
Rivers and we all are deeply 
concerned about Donald 
Trump and his initiatives. We 
have formed a grassroots orga-

nization, named Twin Rivers 
Indivisible,” said Lank.  

Those who share these con-
cerns are urged to attend the 
meeting at 7 p.m. at Northern 
Neck Electric Cooperative, 
173 Pine Street, Warsaw. 

“We welcome all from Rich-
mond, Westmoreland, Nor-
thumberland, Essex, Lancaster 
and Middlesex counties,” said 
Lank. “Our hope is to have 
a large turnout of similarly-
minded individuals. Through 
mutual values of inclusion, 
respect and fairness, we will 

Senate close to approving bill regarding
teacher employment in the Northern Neck

From left are (front row) Del. Margaret Ransone, Briana Savoy, Ainsley Mumford, Tamia 
McLaughlin, Tahlia Sutton, Kelsie Conaway and Laura Sutton; (next row) Jonte’ Savoy, Elijah 
Morris, Boys & Girls Club of the Northern neck staff members Ty Laws, Tony Sica and Patrick 
Creed, Samariah Robinson, Tiara Goldsberry and Kiyah Smith.

Boys & Girls Club members visit Capitol

Snakehead infiltrates Virginia waters and legislation
around the Commonwealth. 
VDGIF officials believed the 
threat of jail time would be a 
stronger deterrent than a fine.

John Odenkirk, a marine 
biologist who has studied the 
effects of the snakehead fish on 
the Potomac, agrees.

“We convicted someone three 
years ago, but that was a Class 
3 misdemeanor, which was only 
a $50 fine,” said Odenkirk, who 
works for the VDGIF.

The snakehead, which is 
native to Eastern Asia, was first 
discovered in the U.S. in 1977. 
In 2004, the species was found 
in the Potomac River, where it 
spread to Maryland and Vir-
ginia.

Surovell said that so far, the 
species has not had a negative 
impact on the Potomac’s eco-
system. They have been feeding 
mostly on bluegill fish. Raptors, 
like hawks and eagles, have 
started hunting snakehead fish 

for food, coexisting with the 
invasive species.

“I think snakeheads are a 
much-maligned fish,” Surovell 
said. “They’ve got kind of a 
bad reputation when they first 
showed up, but they taste pretty 
good.”

Odenkirk said it’s too soon 
to determine if the species is 
benign or a threat to the ecosys-
tem.

“There’s still a big unknown. 
We are down this road a little 
ways, but we still have a ways to 
go,” Odenkirk said. “They are 
coming into equilibrium, which 
often happens with a new spe-
cies. We are hoping they run 
their course, but we are still not 
sure. They could do damage to 
the ecosystem if their numbers 
increase.”

The main problem, officials 
said, is people trying to intro-
duce the snakehead into other 
areas of the state. Many people 

enjoy fishing for snakeheads 
because they require different 
lures and are trickier to catch.

While the species may be 
able to coexist in a large and 
busy body of water like the 
Potomac River, experts worry 
that it could do a great deal of 
damage in a smaller river or 
lake.

“The concern is that snake-
heads have been completely 
untested in much smaller envi-
ronments,” Surovell said. “So if 
you put one of these things in 
Smith Mountain Lake, it has an 
entirely different (effect) than it 
does in the Potomac.”

According to a fact sheet by 
the U.S. Geological Survey, 
snakeheads can threaten an 
ecosystem by eating up the fish 
population or becoming a direct 
competitor for food. Addition-
ally, snakeheads can carry para-
sites and diseases that could kill 
local species.

by Amelia Heymann
Capital News Service

Senate sends ‘Tebow Bill’
to Gov. McAuliffe, 22-18

by Nick Versaw
Capital News Service

Indivisible chapter now organizing

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster NAACP Branch will meet 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, February 21, at the Lancaster Community 
Library, Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include reports and the finalizing of commit-
tee assignments and completing goals and objectives, reported 
Lloyd N. Hill.

“February is membership month,” said Hill. “We need to 
renew our memberships and bring in new members.”

NAACP will meet on Tuesday

strive to develop a list of con-
cerns. We will also create a 
plan of action to inform and 
educate our elected representa-
tives about our positions.” 

The Indivisible movement 
is a national initiative, com-
prising thousands of local 
groups.  Anyone interested can 
reach Twin Rivers Indivisible 
through its email, TRIndivis-
ible@gmial.com, or trindivis-
ible.org.
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