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LANCASTER—The Common-
wealth of Virginia has asked Lan-
caster County Circuit Court Judge 
R. Michael McKenney to dismiss 
a motion for habeas corpus in the 
31-year-old conviction of Emer-
son Stevens for the murder of Mary 
Keyser Harding on August 27, 1985.

Senior assistant attorney general 
Alice Armstrong filed documents 
with the court last week to dismiss 
the motion submitted by the Inno-
cence Project of University of Vir-
ginia School of Law. Habeas corpus 
is a recourse in law whereby a person 
can report an unlawful detention or 
imprisonment before a court. 

Armstrong claims the statute of 
limitations is up on filing for habeas 

corpus in the case. 
She noted that Stevens had also 

been denied two appeal attempts in 
1989—one in May before the Court 
of Appeals and another in November 
before the Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia. Additionally, a previous writ 
of habeas corpus using some of the 
same arguments used by the Inno-
cence Project was denied “without 
merit” in January 1991 by the U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of Virginia and in April 1993 by the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit.

Requesting dismissal of the current 
motion, Armstrong argued the defen-
dant’s conduct during questioning by 
police indicated his involvement, that 
he changed his story about his where-
abouts on the night of the victim’s 

disappearance and failed a polygraph, 
and that several witnesses testified 
his boat was not at its usual docking 
site late that night and witnesses saw 
him in his boat returning in the early 
morning hours. 

“Stevens himself eliminated other 
suspects when he repeatedly insisted 
that no one else could have used his 
boat or truck during the time in ques-
tion,” Armstrong wrote.

She also disputed the defense con-
tention that Stevens’ attorney in 1986 
was denied exculpatory evidence 
which indicated there were three other 
possible suspects and noted that all 
three were thoroughly questioned and 
investigated and their alibis verified.

“What is more, the jury was enti-

K I L M A R N O C K — L a n c a s t e r 
Middle School eighth-grade students 
took their first round of Standards of 
Learning tests for the 2016-17 school 
year in January and had much to cel-
ebrate, according to middle school 
principal Jessica Davis. 

The Standards of Learning (SOL) 
is a public school standardized testing 
program in Virginia that sets expecta-
tions for learning and achievement for 
core subjects.

“We had multiple kids who passed 
an SOL test for the very first time 
ever and many who had achieved their 
highest score ever. These moments 
can change a kid’s entire outlook on 
their education,” said Davis. 

 The eighth-graders achieved a pass 
rate in both civics and economics, and 
science, showing much improvement 
from last year. 

The overall pass rate for civics and 
economics is 91%, up 44% from this 
time last year and the overall pass rate 
for science is 75%, up 21% from this 
time last year, she said. 

Davis indicated the pass rate for the 
state for both subjects is 70%. 

“These kids really motivated each 
other, cheered each other on and 
worked hard for these results. Seeing 

WHITE STONE—The White 
Stone Town Council is a month 
away from finalizing and submitting 
a second Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) planning grant 
application for a downtown revital-
ization project. 

After not receiving a state grant for 
the project in 2016, council decided 
in December to reapply and has 
been seeking public input. It held the 
second of three required public hear-
ings on the project last Thursday with 
seven people attending. According 
to town manager Patrick Frere, the 
council should have the new CDBG 
application draft completed soon 
and a budget for the project ready 
in March. A third public hearing is 
scheduled for March 2. 

“This [application] is very similar 
to the one before, minus the commu-
nity facility,” said Frere. 

The original application in 2016 
included the purchase of the former 
White Stone School building for 
use as a community center. Instead, 
the 2017 application will include a 
revolving loan program which allows 
for the “creation of a $100,000 fund 
for loans to businesses in the project 
area.” According to Northern Neck 
Planning District Commission exec-
utive director Jerry Davis, one full-
time equivalent job must be created 
in the project area for every $10,000 
loaned out, and at least 51% of the 
jobs created must be held by low-and 
moderate-income individuals. 

Davis addressed the council last 
week to discuss the two key com-
ponents of the application. One is 
the revolving loan fund, the other is 
the business district revitalization, 
which includes facade improvements 
centered at the intersection of Rap-
pahannock and Chesapeake Drives, 
demolition of blighted structures, 
signage, murals and landscaping and 
crosswalks. The plan also calls for 
the development of a marketing web-

WHITE STONE—The White 
Stone Town Council mourned the loss 
of one of its own at last Thursday’s 
meeting. 

Council voted unanimously, 5-0, 
to place a memorial brick in the Vil-
lage Green for Stanley Joseph “Joe” 
Sliakis, who died January 28. Slia-
kis served on the town council from 
September 2010 until his death. He 
was first elected to council in May 
2010 and re-elected in May 2014. He 
attended his final meeting on Decem-
ber 1, 2016. 

Councilman Blair Kenyon made the 
motion to purchase a brick in memory 
of Sliakis in the Village Green. Irving 
Brittingham seconded the motion. 
Voting in favor were Kenyon, Brit-
tingham, Paul Elbourn, Drew Hub-
bard and William Hubbard. Kelli 
Blankenship was absent. 

W. Hubbard made a motion, which 
passed unanimously, for the council 
to appoint a qualified person to fill the 
vacant seat and hold a special election 
in May. Kenyon made the second. 

An obituary for Sliakis appears on 
page B5.

White Stone prepares
second grant application
for revitalization project

Council purchases
brick in memory of
the late Joe Sliakis

site and plan for the town, along with 
the formation of a downtown organi-
zation that has Main Street Affiliate 
status in the State of Virginia. 

In other business, Frere reported 
on an ongoing public sewage project 
and associated grant applications. 
He said the planning and engineer-
ing portion is 80% complete for the 
final plans to be submitted to the 
Department of Agriculture. Those 
plans should be complete by the end 
of February and ready for submis-
sion in March. 

Lancaster Middle School celebrates Standards of Learning success

Eighth-grade students at Lancaster Middle School gathered Monday for a group portrait to celebrate improved SOL scores. The students had challenged 
civics and economics teacher Ben Gaul (right) prior to the test that if they had an overall passing score of 70%, he would dress up as a woman for a day. 

how excited and emotional some of 
them were over their success was 
by far one of the most memorable 
moments of all the years I have been 
in education,” said Davis.

“They proved to themselves that 
they can reach any goal by putting 
forth their best effort and believ-

ing in themselves. We have such 
amazing kids at this school; we are 
so proud of each and every one of 
them,” she said.

“We are very excited about the pre-
liminary results of the fall testing, 
especially at LMS. This is a testament 
to the hard work by our students, 

parents, community volunteers and 
staff, and we are confident that these 
successes will continue, said school 
superintendent Steve Parker. 

“It is really rewarding to see stu-
dents not only celebrating their own 
achievements, but encouraging one 
another to do their best. This is truly 

a team effort,”said Parker. “This also 
helps us to validate the corrective 
action plan that we’ve developed and 
implemented as part of the school 
improvement process.”

Davis will report on the SOL scores 
at the February 9 and February 14 
school board meetings. 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Madison White Franks

From the ground up
Work is under way on the Kilmarnock Town Centre Park, 150 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, despite recent 
winter weather. Crews representing David A. Nice Builders are framing the bathhouse above. Folks also may 
observe initial construction on the event colonnade, which will mark the entrance of the park. Construction began 
in October 2016 on the $2.7 million project. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Attorney general seeks dismissal of 
court motion on 31-year-old conviction

by Audrey Thomasson

SEEKING, continued on page A2
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tled to consider whatever it concluded to be perjured testimony 
as affirmative evidence of guilt. That circumstance is especially 
compelling in this case, considering Stevens’ admission that 
he had perjured himself previously,” she wrote. Armstrong dis-
missed a defense claim that another case set precedent for his 
right to a late filed petition, saying the cases were different when 
viewed overall.

Judge McKenney will rule on whether to proceed on the Inno-
cence Project’s motion. 

Stevens was convicted in 1986 of abducting Harding from her 
home while her children were sleeping. Five days later, her body 
was found in shallow water near Belle Isle Marsh off the Rappa-
hannock River. A jury sentenced Stevens to 164 years and a day 
in prison. He continues to maintain his innocence.

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board and board 
of supervisors will hold a joint 
budget work session at 4:30 
p.m. today, February 9, at the 
LCPS Annex, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock, to discuss a pro-
posed 2017-18 school budget.

A related public hearing will 
be held by the school board on 
March 2. Following approval 
by the school board, a proposed 
school budget will be submit-
ted to the board of supervi-
sors, reported Lancaster public 
schools budget and finance 
director Whitney Barrack. The 
supervisors will conduct an 
additional hearing prior to the 
adoption of a budget and the 
appropriation of funding.

Barrack will present a draft 
of the budget at today’s joint 
work session. The draft shows 
estimated expenditures total-
ing $16,338,723, a decrease of 
$262,876.

The total includes $11,454,629 
for instruction, compared to the 
current budget of $11,666,933; 
$269,392 for attendance and 
health, compared to $319,988 
in the current budget; $573,902 
for administration, compared to 
$549,867 currently: $1,179,988 
for pupil transportation, com-
pared to $1,167,256 in the 
current budget; $1,579,237 
for maintenance, compared 
to $1,587,217 currently; and 
$599,131 for technology, com-
pared to $620,781 in the current 
session. 

Estimated expenditures for 
debt service and community 
services have not yet been deter-
mined. 

The draft shows the school 
nutrition fund total of $561,687, 

compared to $563,815 in the 
current budget, and the textbook 
fund totaling $120,758, com-
pared to $125,742. 

The draft shows projected rev-
enues of $15,656,278, a decrease 
of $255,764. 

This would include 
$3,885,802 in state funds, com-
pared to $3,957,910 in the cur-
rent budget; $904,922 in federal 
funds, compared to $988,541; 
$70,430 in other funds, com-
pared to $174,237 in the current 
budget; and $10,795,124 in local 
funds, unchanged.

Projected school food rev-
enues total $561,687, including 
$8,188 in state funds compared 
to $7,762 in the current budget; 
$423,249 in federal funds com-
pared to $440,168; other funds 
$250, unchanged; and $130,000 
in local funds, compared to 
$115,635. 

Projected textbook reve-
nues total $120,758, including 
$29,392 in state funds compared 
to $30,606 in the current budget, 
and $91,366 in local funds com-
pared to $95,136. 

“The current draft does have 
a 1.5% increase in the teachers’ 
salary plus a step. The differ-
ence in each step is 1.5% which 
reflects a 3% increase for teach-
ers,” said Barrack.

The school board and supervi-
sors also will discuss the correc-
tive academic action plan for the 
middle school and hear a report 
from middle school principal 
Jessica Davis on improved SOL 
scores. 

The school board will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 
14. The agenda includes a report 
from the school facilities com-
mittee and VMDO Architects, 
SOL scores and the proposed 
budget. 

CLARAVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland school board will 
present its first draft of a fiscal 
year 2017-18 budget during a 
public hearing Monday, Febru-
ary 13.

The hearing will begin at 6 
p.m. at Northumberland High 
School, 201 Academic Lane, 
Claraville.

The draft includes a ‘wish 
list’ from school administrators 
that pushes the budget total to 
$18.6 million, some $1.8 mil-
lion over the current budget.

As presented, the budget 
would increase the county’s 

contribution to $13,042,694, up 
some $1,678,324 over the cur-
rent year. 

Preliminary revenue from the 
state and federal governments is 
based on 1,280 students, down 
from 1,300 students this year.

The state contribution is pro-
jected at $2,826,532, an increase 
of $73,646, while federal fund-
ing is expected to remain flat at 
$884,055. Other revenue from 
sources such as e-rate fees and 
sales taxes covers the remain-
der.

Instructional expenses are 
estimated at $13,292,820, or 
71.47% of the budget and an 
increase of $1,268,919. Admin-

istration and health expenses 
are budgeted at $948,799, or 
5% of the budget, up $94,925.

Transportation is estimated 
at $1,430,038, up $133,893; 
operations and equipment 
$1,868,007, up $82,580; facili-
ties $47,000, unchanged; debt 
service/inter-agency transfers 
$101,876, up $5,796; and tech-
nology $911,540, up $209,447.  

The draft includes a 2% 
across-the-board salary 
increase. 

“There is no step increase 
for teachers,” said deputy 
finance manager Donna Booth, 
“because they are reworking the 
salary scales.”

Old post office is demolished 
Demolition of a landmark took place last Tuesday in the village of Weems when a crew from 
Earth Resources razed the Weems Post Office building at 3960 Weems Road. The post office 
was established in Weems on October 11, 1889, and closed its doors for good on August 23, 
2016. A home will be constructed on the waterfront site. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

An article in the February 2 
Record regarding a cable fran-
chise discussion before the 
board of supervisors contained 
erroneous information.

It was stated MetroCast 
has 4,800 to 5,000 custom-
ers in Lancaster County. 
However, MetroCast cable 
passes approximately 4,800 to 
5,000 residences in Lancaster 
County—not necessarily all 
customers.

Also, it was stated that a 
resident had reached a com-
promise of $12,000 to extend 
service to his residence. How-
ever, MetroCast Communica-
tions Virginia Systems general 
manager William T. Newborg 
this week indicated MetroCast 
will review the case to see 
what, if anything, can be done 
to reduce the cost to bring the 
service to the residence.

FREDERICKSBURG—
Preparation work continues for 
a painting project on the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge. 
Motorists will encounter week-
day lane closures on the bridge 
through Tuesday, February 14.

Bridge traffic will be reduced 
to one lane from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Norris Bridge between 
Lancaster and Middlesex coun-
ties, reported Kelly Hannon 
with the Virginia Department 
of Transportation’s Fredericks-
burg District. The project con-
tractor will continue installing 
netting on the bridge that will 
encourage Peregrine falcons 
to nest outside of the project 
work zone.

The $12.8 million main-
tenance project involves the 
painting of the three center 
bridge spans. Cleaning and 
painting the bridge’s center 
spans will protect its structural 
steel elements and prevent 
deterioration and corrosion.

Additional spans were 

Joint work session to
address Lancaster’s 
$16.3 million school
budget draft for 2017-18

‘Wish list’ would add $1.8 million
to school budget; hearing is set 
February 13 on $18.6 million draft

by Audrey Thomasson

Seeking dismissal
continued from page A1

Bridge projects expected to delay traffic
cleaned and painted between 
2009-2012.
Eltham Bridge

Meanwhile, Route 30 traffic 
crossing the Eltham Bridge at 
West Point will be stopped in 
both directions for 15-minute 
intervals overnight on Thurs-
day, February 9.

Starting at 11:30 p.m., traf-
fic will be stopped to allow 
crews to open the drawbridge, 

said Hannon. Crews will per-
form maintenance to the draw-
bridge’s lift span brake system.

After every 15 minute open-
ing, the drawbridge will close 
and allow all waiting traffic to 
proceed. Crews will then per-
form another drawbridge open-
ing.

All work is anticipated to be 
complete by 3 a.m. Friday, Feb-
ruary 10.

Corrections

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13

by Madison White Franks
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BonSecoursBariatric.com

Just be yourself.

Isn’t that what 

they always say?

Doesn’t it sound so simple?

But for many people  

who struggle with their 

weight, sometimes it’s  

easier said than done.

Bon Secours Surgical Weight 

Loss Center offers proven 

methods for reducing and 

managing your weight in a 

practical and healthy way, 

along with a support program 

that will put you on the right 

track and help you stay there.

All provided by a  

team of specialists united  

by a single goal. 

Your goal. 

To just be 

yourself.

SURGICAL WEIGHT 
LOSS CENTER

At Bon Secours Surgical Weight 
Loss Center, we use a multidisciplinary 
team approach, which helps patients 

lose weight successfully. Research has 
shown that committed patients who 

have this type of team support before, 
during and after surgery have the 
greatest chance to achieve their 

weight loss goals.

Our goal is to help our patients 
with significant, permanent weight loss 

so that they can lead healthier, 
more active lives.

If you are interested in a surgical 
weight loss procedure for yourself 
or someone you care for, take our 

“Am I a Candidate?” online screening. 
It will help you understand who 

qualifies for a procedure.
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Bay HealthStyles February 25, 2016

H
ave you ever won-dered why you feel the way you do? What puts you in a good mood? What makes you feel down?

Answers lie in brain chemistry, wrote Loretta Graziano Breun-ing, PhD, author of “Habits of a Happy Brain: Retrain Your Brain to Boost Your Serotonin, Dopa-mine,  Oxytocin & Endorphin Levels.”
Breuning explains that when you feel good, your brain is releasing dopamine, endorphin, oxytocin or serotonin. These “happy chemicals” evolved in mammals (including humans) to help them survive. “Our brains don’t release happy chemicals until it sees a way to meet a sur-vival need, like food, safety, and social support,” explained Breun-ing. “And then you only get a quick chemical spurt, before your brain returns to neutral. This is why you feel up and [then] down.”

During this lull, people look for ways to feel good again. They might try eating, drinking, smok-ing or many other things that are enjoyable (see related story).“You can end up overdoing a happy habit to the point of unhappiness,” said Breuning.

Come on, get happy!Through repetition you can change your brain chemistry
by Tom Chillemi

Happy HabitsOnce you understand how the brain’s chemistry works, you can change old habits to “happy habits,” said Breun-ing. The process takes about six weeks. It involves repeating a new behavior for 45 days. Breuning doesn’t claim it’s easy. “Your old habits are like well-paved highways in your brain. New behaviors are hard to activate because they’re just narrow trails in your jungle of neurons. Unknown trails feel danger-ous and exhausting, so we’re tempted to stick to our familiar highways instead,” she said. By feeding your brain new experiences repeatedly, new circuits are formed.

Dopamine
Dopamine motivates you to get what you need. It’s released when you find what you need. Dopamine makes you remember something that has survival value. 

Endorphins 
Endorphins are the body’s natural pain killers. They are released by laughing or crying.Endorphins also can be released by varying an exercise routine, and stretching. “It takes strain to trigger endorphins, and if you keep straining the same place you risk injury,” said Breuning. “If you work new places with new exercise, moderate exer-tion can stimulate endorphins.”

Oxytocin
Trust is important to humans and mammals that rely on each other in the pack, herd or group. Oxyto-cin is released when we trust or feel trusted.Breuning recommends taking small steps that create positive expectations. “Each small experience 

of trust stimulates 
the good feeling 
of oxytocin, which 
connects more 
neurons that help 

trigger more.”

Serotonin
Serotonin is associ-ated with a secure social status. “People often protect themselves by insisting that social respect doesn’t matter or that it’s hopelessly unfair. But these rationales don’t soothe the mammal’s brain longing for the sense of security that social respect brings.”

Train your brainTo train your brain, Breuning recommends “cel-ebrating small victories every day.” Small steps add up to a bigger goal. The idea is to set attainable goals that you can enjoy, even if only for a few seconds. Applauding yourself might feel fake or forced, she said. “That’s normal because the [brain] circuits that berate your accomplishments feel strong and true.” 
Getting started is often the hardest part. Split large tasks into smaller pieces. Invest 10 minutes a day. “That builds the habit of facing tough challenges in small increments instead of being intimidated by them,” said Breuning.

Breuning said a person’s neural superhighways were built before age 8 and during puberty. As you age, your electricity flows down these highways effortlessly.
“Building new circuits in adulthood is surpris-ingly hard,” said Breuning. “Your old circuits are so efficient that avoiding them gives you the feeling that your survival is threatened. Any new circuits you build are flimsy by comparison. This is why change is difficult.”

Repetition is the key. If you persist, your neural 

HealthStylesBAY

A guide to healthy living in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula     2017

With today's growing interest in health, nutrition and fitness, Bay HealthStyles 
is a great opportunity for businesses to let 12,500 potential customers know 
about their products and services that can lead to a better quality of life. 

Bay HealthStyles is a supplement that will be inserted in the Rappahannock Re-
cord and the Southside Sentinel.

Advertising Deadline: Monday, February 13
Publishing: Thursday, February 23

Call Sara, Marilyn or Jessica at the 
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House for rent in 
Bradenton, 6 mins to 

Less than two hours to 

$700 per week
$1200 two weeks

Come to Florida
to watch Spring Training

NOTICE OF VETERINARY  
PRACTICE CLOSURE

 
on  

Crossroads Pet Clinic will be closing.
For all clients who have not picked up  

records by Friday, February 10, 2017, the 
records will be transferred to and available  

at Bayside Animal Hospital,  
80 Whisk Drive, White Stone.

James R. Davidson, DVM

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Patrick McCranie this 
week reported charges against 
seven individuals.
Felonies

Maurice C. Veney, 26, of 
Twin Branch Road was charged 
January 31 with felonies of rob-
bery, use of a firearm in com-
mission of a felony, possession 
of a firearm by a convicted 
felon and assault and battery.

Chante M. Merrill, 23, of 
Morattico Road was charged 
February 1 with felony embez-
zlement.

Samantha R. Ellis, 19, of 
Irvington Road was charged 
February 2 with felony embez-
zlement.

Johnshonika J. Gregory, 20, 
of Kathy Drive was charged 
February 4 with felony bur-
glary and grand larceny. 
Misdemeanors

A Hopewell man, 48, was 
charged January 31 with viola-
tion of a protective order.

A Newport News woman, 
30, was arrested for assault and 
battery.

An Irvington Road man, 33, 
was charged February 1 with 
failure to appear for a traffic 
summons.
Activity report

January 30: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Leetown 
Road for a report of threats to 
harm over an electronic device, 
to the 100 block of Holly Haven 
Road for a verbal disagreement, 
to the 400 block of Buzzards 
Neck Road for a report that a 
complainant had a gun pointed 
in their direction and to the 700 
block of Johns Neck Road for a 
report of child abuse.

January 31: Staff responded 
to the 600 block of Rappahan-
nock Drive for a minor two-
vehicle traffic crash, to Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway for 
a reckless driver, to the 200 
block of Rocky Neck Road for 

WARSAW—The Haven Shelter & Services 
Inc. was grateful to receive support from The 
Blue Knights Virginia Chapter XIX as the ben-
eficiary of the group’s latest raffle fundraiser.

This past fall, members were tasked with sell-
ing 20 tickets each, reported The Haven com-
munity relations coordinator Gabrielle Allen. 
Approximately 600 tickets were sold at the Tap-
pahannock and Heathsville farmers markets. 
On December 9, a ticket drawing was held to 
pick the winners of $500, $200 and $100 prizes.

The Blue Knights Virginia Chapter XIX is 
one of 650 chapters under the parent organiza-
tion Blue Knight International Law Enforce-
ment Motorcycle Club Inc. It is a fraternal orga-
nization of active and retired law enforcement 
officers who enjoy riding motorcycles, accord-
ing to Chapter XIX president Bill Webb.

Together, the chapters of the Blue Knights 
have contributed over $18.2 million dollars 
toward various charities throughout the world. 
There are Blue Knight Chapters in 29 countries.

Formed in February 2010 Chapter XIX has 

contributed money to the Red Cross, Concerns 
of Police Survivors, Rappahannock Church 
of Christ Ride-In, Christmas Wishes and The 
Haven.

The Haven relies on donations from commu-
nity members and groups like the Blue Knights 
Chapter XIX to continue to provide vital ser-
vices to individuals and their families, who have 
experienced violence and offer prevention pro-
gramming in our area middle and high schools, 
said Allen.

As a provider of sexual assault and domestic 
violence shelter and community-based advo-
cacy services in the Northern Neck and Essex 
County, The Haven relies on community sup-
port in order to serve the growing need for free, 
vital services offered to individuals who have 
experienced sexual and domestic violence, she 
said.   Donated items, financial contributions, or 
purchases at The Thrift Shop make an impact as 
83% of every dollar supports the direct services 
that The Haven provides their program partici-
pants, said Allen.

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information on 
two individuals.

Harry Lee Jones, and/or Harvey Lee Jones, 53, is 
wanted for failure to appear. He is 5 feet, 9 inches tall 
with brown eyes, mixed hair and weighs 205 pounds. His 
last known address is 12988 River Road, Lancaster.

Kenneth Phipps, 41, is wanted for failure to appear in 
court. He is 5 feet, 11 inches tall with black hair in long 
braids, brown eyes, tattoos on both arms and weighs 320 
pounds. His last known address is 15860 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster. He also has been reported living in Westmore-
land County. 

Report related information to Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463. You do not have to give your name 
or appear in court. All information is confidential.

Crime Solvers pays rewards up to $1,000.

LANCASTER—The Vir-
ginia Marine Resource Com-
mission is pressing ahead with 
a criminal case against a local 
waterman who crossed an oyster 
sanctuary with dredging equip-
ment last November on his way 
home from volunteering to help 
promote the industry.

Jonathan Somers was 
charged with a felony and mis-
demeanor by VMRC officer 
Austin Brown last Novem-
ber when he motored his boat 
home from Lancaster by the 
Bay Chamber of Commerce’s 
Taste of the Bay event at Tide’s 
Inn in Irvington.

Despite Somers’ explanation 
that he never put the dredging 
equipment in the water and was 
showcasing his equipment as 
a community service, Brown 
arrested Somers and confis-
cated his dredging and other 
equipment, including his GPS 
system. 

In General District Court 
last week, Lancaster Common-
wealth’s Attorney Jan Smith 
nolle prossed the felony charge 
and offered a plea deal on the 
misdemeanor. However, when 
Somers refused to plead guilty 
to any charge, Smith requested 
a continuance to April 5 in 
order to present forensic evi-
dence.

Judge John Martin sched-
uled trial for 11 a.m. April 5.

■ E.C.H.O. shelter
The Essex County Home-

less Organization (E.C.H.O.) 
will open its doors to overnight 
guests through March 1. Bay 
Transit will provide free round-
trip transportation to and from 
the shelter from four Tappah-
annock locations.

The schedule is Essex 
Square, pick up 5:50 p.m., 
return 7:10 a.m.; Food Lion, 
pick up 5:55 p.m., return 7:05 
a.m.; Walmart, pick up 6 p.m., 
return 7 a.m.; Tappahannock 
Town Center, pick up 6:05 
p.m., return 6:55 a.m.; and 
E.C.H.O Shelter, pick up 6:30 
p.m., return 6:30 a.m.

Oyster sanctuary rule being argued
in legislature, Lancaster courtroom

by Audrey Thomasson

From left are Blue Knights XIX treasurer Doc Lyons, past president Les Sydnor, Gabrielle 
Allen, member Keith Crandall, president Bill Webb, vice president Billy Franklin and board 
member Roger Briney.

Blue Knights contribute to The Haven

Meanwhile, House Bill 1575 
was introduced this year in the 
General Assembly to allow 
waterman to cross sanctuaries. 
However, the bill was tabled by 
a subcommittee of the House 
agriculture, Chesapeake and 
natural resources committee. 

After last week’s court hear-
ing, defense attorney James 
Breeden said VMRC is claim-
ing his client has a “history” 
of offenses. “The only history 
Jonathan has was when he and 
fellow watermen drifted to the 
edge of a sanctuary in heavy 
fog,” said Breeden. “The fog 
was so thick they couldn’t 
see more than a few feet. The 
judge took it under advisement 
for six months and then dis-
missed it,” said Breeden. “Now 
VMRC wants to establish a 
criminal history that they can 
use against him in the future.”

Breeden said VMRC took 
away all of his client’s equip-
ment at the start of oyster 
season. “He had to go out and 
buy new GPS equipment…
since the sanctuaries aren’t 
marked” on the river. The con-
fiscated equipment has not 
been returned, he said.

VMRC commissioner John 
Bull declined to comment on an 
ongoing court case. In defense 
of his officers, he noted the 
defendant “was crossing the 
sanctuary with dredging equip-
ment in violation of the law.”

Defense witness Joanie 
Carter said she recruited Somers 
to participate in the Taste of the 
Bay event. “We invite water-
men to showcase their trade. 
Jonathan was just showing what 
he does. The equipment didn’t 
touch the water. 

“This has been pushed too 
far for someone who was 
doing good. Think about the 
time we’ve all put into this,” 
she said, noting there were 
three officials from VMRC 
attending the hearing. “It hurts 
the community. I’ll never do 
this to a waterman again,” she 
added.

Lisa Rose of White Stone, 
a frequent spokesperson for 
watermen, said that under 
Bull’s leadership it seems the 
regulatory agency has come to 
view all watermen as “crabbing 
criminals and oyster poachers.”

“That’s like calling all black 
men thugs, all white men red-
necks and all Muslims terror-
ists,” said Rose, who says she 
has been a waterman since she 
was old enough to jump on a 
boat and help her father.

“Their rules and regulations 
are killing us,” she said.

As their spokesperson in 
the General Assembly, Rose 
said she will continue to fight 
a system that doesn’t want 
to protect the industry and 
believes all watermen are 
“tempted to steal.”

VMRC “…wants watermen 
to drive an hour to avoid a sanc-
tuary. Even in bad weather they 
cannot cross a sanctuary,” she 
said. “Bull doesn’t take safety 
into consideration. Sanctuaries 
are vital to our industry. All we 
want to do is cross them…to 
go home. Oysterman who want 
to steal will steal.”

Rose is helping to organize 
Watermen of Virginia Engaged 
(WAVE) in order to protect and 
educate waterman to make sure 
they have a fishery for the next 
30 to 50 years.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

CRIME SOLVERS

a civil disagreement and to the 
100 block of Leetown Road for 
an assault using an automobile.

February 1: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Whisk Drive 
for the report of an unattended 
vehicle in a church parking 
lot, to the 100 block of Oyster 
House Road to investigate the 
theft of a boat trailer, to the 900 
block of Griffins Landing Road 
for the report of a burglary and 
theft from a residence, to the 
8800 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a fight in progress and to the 
400 block of Old Orchard Road 
for a domestic disturbance 
involving alcohol.

February 2: Staff responded 
to the 2100 block of Morattico 
Road to assist Emergency Med-
ical Services with entry into a 

home for a medical patient; to 
the 400 block of Old Orchard 
Road for the theft of property 
(investigation revealed a civil 
issue) and to the 8800 block of 
Mary Ball Road for a juvenile 
behavior complaint.

February 3: Staff responded 
to the 200 block of Merry Point 
Road for a missing elderly 
female, to the 400 block of 
Chesapeake Drive for a single-
vehicle traffic crash, to the 2500 
block of Irvington Road for a 
verbal disagreement and to the 
1200 block of Light Street to 
assist Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office with a fight in 
progress.

February 4: Staff responded 
to Aquilla Point Drive for a pos-
sible prowler, to the 300 block 

of Farley Lane to investigate 
vandalism, to the 300 block of 
Old Ferry Road for a hit and run 
vehicle crash and to the 6000 
block of Windmill Point Road 
for a possible assault.

February 5: Staff responded 
to the 7200 block of River Road 
for a traffic crash involving a 
domestic animal, to the 1100 
block of Regina Road for a 
verbal disagreement, to the 200 
block of Cardinal Lane to check 
the welfare of a subject with 
medical issues who was not 
responding to phone calls from 
his family, to the 200 block of 
Pittman Drive for a civil issue 
and to the 3700 block of Black 
Stump Road for a possible sui-
cidal subject.

Staff also conducted 20 
traffic stops, issued 13 sum-
monses, assisted two motorists, 
handled a call for traffic con-
trol, investigated six building 
alarms, logged an inmate trans-
port, received five E911 hang-
up calls and fielded two calls 
for animal control service.
Fire calls

The White Stone, Kilmar-
nock and Upper Lancaster 
volunteer fire departments 
responded to a structure fire on 
Azalea lane.

The Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Jessie duPont Memorial High-
way.

The White Stone VFD also 
responded to a mutual aid call 
for a structure fire from Mid-
dlesex County and a traffic 
crash on Chesapeake Drive.

NEW 
BREAK
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For helping build affordable housing for  
teachers, Chesapeake Wealth Management’s 
Jean Light is at the head of her class.

Jean Light is a Senior Vice President with Chesapeake Wealth 

Management, and she also donates her time as treasurer for the 

Partners for Lancaster County Schools Foundation. This nonprofit 

organization was the catalyst behind Mercer Place, a much 

needed, affordable Kilmarnock apartment complex for teachers and 

our community workforce. At Chesapeake Wealth Management, 

we’re all about community. What’s your passion?  #ICareAbout

97 North Main Street  804-435-3652  chesapeakewealth.com

©2017 Chesapeake Wealth Management

IRVINGTON—At a gathering February 3, 
hosted by Margaret and Eric Nost, community 
leaders and Steamboat Era Museum donors 
learned about a grant and a challenge donation 
to the Potomac Pilothouse project. 

Eric Nost, chairman of the Pilothouse fund-
raising committee, announced a grant from the 
The Nettie Lokey Wiley and Charles L. Wiley 
Foundation for $100,000 toward the restoration 
and installation of the Pilothouse in the museum. 

Marshall Orr, a longtime supporter of the 
museum, issued a $25,000 challenge grant. He 
spoke about the importance of this project and 
asked attendees to join him and issue their own 
challenge grants. 

The work has begun on this project, reported 
executive director Barbara Brecher. 

Shipwright John Morgenthaler is leading 
the restoration project. Shrink-wrap, which has 
covered the Pilothouse since 2010, has been 
removed. Before moving the structure into Mor-
genthaler’s barn, where the work will take place, 

he will shorten the structure by approximately 
16 feet by removing two aft cabins. The material 
from the aft section will be reused in construc-
tion. 

Installation in the museum is scheduled for 
the 2018 season, said Brecher. In order to fit in 
the museum, a complete exhibit redesign will 
take place. To achieve this the museum must 
raise $350,000. A public fundraising campaign 
will be launched in the spring.

The restoration of the Pilothouse has always 
been a goal of the founders of the museum. 
Acquired in 2001,the Pilothouse stood in front 
of the museum until it was shrink wrapped in 
2010 and stored in a field in White Stone. In 
2015, it was moved to Morgenthaler’s property 
where it is being restored. 

Those interested in the challenge grant, 
exploring naming opportunities or learning 
about giving opportunities, may contact Brecher 
at 438-6888, or director@steamboateramuseum.
org. 

WICOMICO CHURCH—
Almost 60 people gathered 
February 2 at Wicomico Parish 
Episcopal Church to generate 
fresh approaches for reduction 
of poverty in Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties. 

The forum was organized by 
The Link, an organization that 
screens and coaches people in 
need. Attendees represented 
Link partners, including local 
church pastors and congre-
gants, Departments of Social 
Services staff, Interfaith Ser-
vice Council leaders and The 
Link’s board and advisory 
council.

“The most pressing reason 
for the gathering was the shift 
in grant funding by the Jesse 
Ball duPont Fund,” said The 
Link president Tom Coye. 

In September, 2016, the 

duPont Fund announced it was 
ending several kinds of grants 
to the 18 duPont Fund-eligible 
churches in the area. One of 
those grants was specifically 
designed to assist people in 
need.

“At the same time, the duPont 
Fund also invited the Northern 
Neck’s eligible churches to 
work cooperatively in applying 
for competitive grants to fund 
more effective programs aimed 
at reducing poverty,” he said.

The invitation cited the 
region’s prior successful col-
laborations such as The Link, 
the Northern Neck Free Clinic, 
the Northern Neck Food Bank 
and the BrightStart! pre-school 
program.

Participants were asked to 
submit suggestions in advance 
for “innovative approaches.”  

The suggestions were dis-
cussed at the forum, with 
attention paid to whether or not 
the service was already being 
offered. Additional sugges-
tions were added during the 
course of the meeting, for a 
total of about 20 ideas.  

The forum ended with the 
formation of a steering com-
mittee. It will analyze the sug-
gestions and recommend the 
next steps that should be taken. 
The forum will reconvene 
when the committee is ready to 
report.

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton Town Council will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. tonight, February 9, 
in the Town Hall, 235 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington. 

Agenda items include a legal 
discussion on appointment of a 
treasurer and an update on con-
struction of the Worthington 
property by town attorney Wes 
Charlton.

Old business includes side-
walk repairs, fencing of an oak 
tree in the commons, town email 
addresses, fax number, tennis 
court repairs, trash container 
replacement and building repairs 
to the town hall. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
planning commission for 
the Town of Kilmarnock will 
meet at 7 p.m. Monday, Feb-
ruary 13, in the Town Hall, 1 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

The commission willdis-
cuss short term vacation rental 
homes and hear a presentation 
on the Virginia River Realm 
marketing project. 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster planning commis-
sion will hold public hearings 
Thursday, February 16, on pro-
posed amendments in several 
zoning districts. 

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. in the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

The hearing will cover Article 
8, commercial district C-1; Arti-
cle 8-A, commercial limited dis-
trict C-2, and Article 9, industrial 
limited district M-1.

Proposed changes include uni-
formity in modifications of per-
mitted uses, height regulations 
and setbacks. 

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board and 
board of supervisors will 
hold a joint work session at 4:30 
p.m. today, February 9, at the 
LCPS Annex, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock, to discuss the pro-
posed budget of $16,338,723 for 
fiscal year 2017-18. 

They also will discuss the 
corrective academic action plan 
for the middle school and hear 
a report from Jessica Davis on 
SOL scores. 

The school board also will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 14. The agenda includes a 
report from the school facilities 
committee and VMDO Archi-
tect firm, SOL scores and the 
proposed budget. 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. 
today, February 9, in the County 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. 

Supervisors will hear reports 
from the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, superintendent of 
schools Dr. Holly Wargo, Rap-
pahannock Community College 
president Dr. Elizabeth Crowther, 
and Robinson, Farmer, Cox 
Associates auditor Paul Lee.

County planner Stuart McKen-
zie will present a planning com-

CLARAVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland school board on 
Monday, February 13, will con-
duct a public hearing on a pro-

John Morgenthaler unwraps the Potomac Pilothouse. After some structural work it will be 
moved into the workshop in the background where the restoration work will take place. Photo 
by Michael A. Geissinger

Museum announces $100,000 grant
for the Potomac Pilothouse Project

Forum explores ways to reduce poverty

The Agenda
Local Government News

mission end-of-year report. 
Beginning at 7 p.m. supervi-

sors will conduct public hearings 
on:

Block Grant funding for the 
Callao Revitalization project. 

-
wicz for an after-the-fact excep-
tion to the Chesapeake Bay Act 
for a 16’ x 24’ deck. The prop-
erty, at 154 Denver Road in the 
Bay Quarter Shore subdivision in 
Heathsville, is on Presley Creek.

posed fiscal year 2017-18 work-
ing budget of $18.6 million.

The meeting will begin at 
6 p.m. in the Northumberland 
High School auditorium, 201 
Academic Lane, Claraville. 

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In the spring a young man’s fancy turns to.... 
Well, I might not be a “young man,” but this 

year I have been delving into the bucket list of 
items that I have wanted to do for many years, 
but for whatever reasons have postponed, 
always thinking to myself that I could find 
time for them later in life. 

Whether this period is “later in life” or not, 
I am enjoying the catch-up and seeing the 
bucket, if not yet half empty, at least contain-
ing less slips than were in it not that long ago.

I am the third generation of my family to 
attempt gardening in the Northern Neck. 
The two apogees of those multigenerational 
undertakings were my grandfather’s garden at 
Colonial Beach, which I am told drew admir-
ing compliments from all who saw it and my 
own efforts that culminated in our home being 
open for Historic Garden Week 25 years ago.

At Colonial Beach, the Baptist Church com-
plex has sat on the site of my grandfather’s 
garden for over a half-century. More immedi-
ately, here at home the yard and gardens have 
declined steadily since that bright April day a 
quarter of a century past. 

I attribute that situation to the beginning of 
a more radical change a few days after Garden 

Week, namely, the process of meeting my 
Good Wife and committing matrimony a year 
later to be followed by the arrival of the two 
B.E.s, all of which put other matters before 
me, leaving little time for sweet potatoes or 
Floribunda roses. 

In those ensuing years soccer, field hockey 
games, family trips and working with home-
work, the school kind that is, largely came to 
replace weeding and pruning. When my con-

temporaries were going into gardening and 
similar leisure pursuits, their children having 
moved along in life, I was embarking on the 
new vocation of parenthood. With the onset of 
the B.E.s’ college careers, I have been looking 
forward to returning to the soil, Mother Earth, 
to go back into digging, planting and I hope 
harvesting. Ironically, some of the same con-
temporaries, who began pursuing those rec-
reational interests a generation ago, now are 
contracting out the maintenance of their yards, 
and have abandoned gardening altogether.

To that end, I am approaching the midpoint 
of being a student in the Northern Neck Master 
Gardener class, one of the most intriguing and 
captivating efforts I have experienced. In the 
first class I learned that we plant in soil, not 
dirt and from thereon each session has opened 
an ever-wider vista of understanding how to 
garden correctly.

In those years when domestic duties were 
front and center, I lapsed in ordering garden 
catalogs and relied solely on what seeds and 
plants were available locally. This year I am 
delving into the heirloom and exotic seed cata-
logs, the end result some weeks and months 
from now, I hope will be our eating more as 

locavores than as “importavores,” the latter 
regimen resting mainly on produce from Cali-
fornia.

Last spring outside our kitchen I planted 
several butterfly bushes and other flowering 
plants that did their duty and attracted a large 
bevy of Monarchs, honeybees, bumble bees 
and at night some beautiful moths. One day 
seven Monarchs appeared on a single bush, 
which was but one of the fascinating obser-
vations our family made from sitting at the 
breakfast window. 

Another of the longer-term goals in all of 
this activity is to return to beekeeping as well 
as gardening. As a family a few years ago 
we took the beekeeping class and now Lynn 
Kallus, the Northern Neck resident guru on all 
matters apian, kindly has offered to guide us 
in getting back into the process of maintaining 
an apiary. Can domestic honey be far behind 
sound gardening?

Bucket lists are goals to be achieved in an 
ideal world, but at the rate I am going I am 
hopeful that in this case I soon shall have an 
empty bucket to use for watering the garden 
or mixing soil samples to be sent away for lab 
analysis.

This year I am delving into 
the heirloom and exotic seed 
catalogs, the end result some 
weeks and months from now, 
I hope will be our eating 
more as locavores than as 
“importavores,” the latter 
regimen resting mainly on 
produce from California.

Focal Point

Winter’s stillness
Photo by Brandon Frazier

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

It is an evolution, a continual 
process of improvement and 
learning. Wisdom advances 
intelligence by incorporating 
compassion, sense and bal-
ance into actions and words. 
As Krista Tippett so beautifully 
writes, it's a place “where cer-
tainties are leavened by experi-
ences, by hopes....It is a place 
that remembers questions as 
vividly as answers.” 

We all possess the capac-
ity to question and search for 
answers. Our quest for knowl-
edge and growth begins at birth. 
Through healthy role models, 
toddlers begin to understand 
that although they have notions 
and preferences, throwing 
temper tantrums as a means to 
express thoughts and feelings 
is not effective or acceptable 
behavior. As children continue 
to mature they begin to develop 
a sense of humanity, an obliga-
tion to be truthful and polite. 
And hopefully as adults, we 
begin to incorporate reason, 
judgment and consideration in 
our words and actions, dem-
onstrating that different view-
points can be valuable if offered 
with both respect and sensibil-
ity.

I enjoy reading differ-
ing thoughts and ideas. What 
troubles me is not the expres-
sion of opinions, but the hate-
ful, inaccurate and venomous 
nature some use in expressing 
them. Shouting absurdities and 
subjective assessments with no 
regard for civility or decency 
seems not only destructive but 
also an insult to the dignity and 
intelligence of this community.

The path to enlightenment 
is strengthened when we chal-
lenge distasteful theories filled 
with malice to take their place 
outside the realm of civil public 
discourse so that reasonable 
voices can debate opposing 

Wisdom ideas sensibly. Let the illogical 
postulations continue to moti-
vate us to speak up with the 
hopeful objective of traveling 
closer towards wisdom together.

Holly Archard,
White Stone

A front-page article in the Jan-
uary 19 Rappahannock Record, 
“Community is called to end 
racism, hunger and poverty,” 
summarizes a sermon delivered 
by Reverend Tyron Williams of 
Mount Olive Baptist Church 
during recent events celebrating 
the life of Martin Luther King.

I suspect this community 
leader has very high credibility 
in the community and I am not 
surprised that his presentation 
made the front page; although, 
a quotation from Reverend Wil-
liams left me scratching my 
head. In my opinion, he has done 
a disservice to those who place 
confidence in him.

 According to the article writ-
ten by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi, 
Reverend Williams preaches 
about the racial injustices of the 
1960s, with which he and I are 
familiar. Unfortunately, he goes 
on to claim, “History repeats 
itself, the reality is not much has 
changed in our society.” With all 
respect to Reverend Williams, I 
find myself wondering where he 
spends his time. Hardly a month 
goes by that I do not encounter 
black lawyers, pharmacists, phy-
sicians, judges, business owners, 
faculty members, administra-
tors, government officials and 
accomplished black individuals 
from all walks of life. Anti-hun-
ger and anti-poverty programs 
have never been larger, more 
numerous, more expensive, or 
served more individuals.

A recent movie entitled 
“Hidden Figures” documents 
the race-based and gender-based 
discrimination experienced by 
three black women in the 60s 

Reality check

at NASA in Hampton and the 
history-changing accomplish-
ments they experienced via hard 
work and perseverance. Accom-
plished black leaders in their 60s 
and 70s have similar stories to 
tell. 

I hope that the message from 
Reverend Williams is well-
intentioned; however, it departs 
significantly from the truth of 
life in the 21st century. Sermons 
like that of Reverend Williams 
stoke pessimism, cynicism, 
resentment and demoralization. 
I respectfully suggest that some-
one else be invited to preach at 
MLK celebrations next year.

Andrew J. Billups, PsyD
Kilmarnock

I opened my Dominion bill 
yesterday and was flabber-
gasted. We used 3691 KWs at 
a cost of $357.10. So I looked 
back at the year before and 
found that we used 4759 KWs 
at a cost of $214.59. That is an 
extremely huge increase per 
KW hour of usage. 

I started to find out why. I 
tried for several hours to call 
Dominion customer service. I 
kept getting a statement that it 
would be 30+ minutes before 
my call could be answered. 
Further investigation told me 
that they had filed for a large 
increase to pay for new gener-
ating plants.

Most major efforts like this 
are usually funded by issuing a 
Bond offering. Passing on the 
cost by raising rates is unfair 
to many of the people who 
already have difficulty paying 
their utility bills. 

Everybody should take 
a look at their year to year 
Dominion bill and complain to 
Dominion. 

Gerald "Jerry" Cann, 
Wicomico Church

Dominion power
bill skyrockets

YOUR LETTERS

Regarding last-week’s front-
page story on the Lancaster 
County Board of Supervisors 
and the MetroCast franchise: 
I have always thought cable 
companies granted a franchise 
should serve everybody or 
nobody!

It is grossly unfair to rural 
citizens for a cable company 
to swoop into a locality and 
cherry pick the profitable pop-
ulated areas and ignore the rest 
of us.

I think the supervisors 
should look out for all county 
residents. The supervisors 
should require the franchisee to 
serve all citizens who want the 
service, at a fair rate, not just 
the most profitable areas. Rates 
should be based on an average 
cost, based on all customers in 
the county, urban and rural.

In other words, if a com-
pany wants a monopoly in our 
county, it’s all or nothing!

Jack Chamberlain,
Lancaster

All or nothing

Reading all of the hoopla sur-
rounding the Northumberland 
school board has left me won-
dering, are Gayle Sterrett, Dana 
O'Bier and Betty Christopher 
working on behalf of the stu-
dents or their pocketbooks?

The Northumberland schools, 
at one time, hired retired teach-
ers. The net result was these 
teachers were double dipping at 
the taxpayers' expense. Under 
the old rules, these retired teach-
ers could not begin teaching 
until October of the school year. 
That meant for one month stu-
dents had someone else other 
than their designated teacher in 
front of the class, a substitute? 
The first month of the school 
year is critical in getting the stu-
dents off on the right foot. The 
school board, putting student 
interests first, correctly stopped 
the practice of wholesale bring-
ing retirees back. 

Furthermore, under the old 
rule, these "retired" teachers 
would not have to participate 
in important functions such 
as faculty meetings and back-
to-school night. Now, Sterrett, 
O'Bier and Christopher want to 
bring this old policy of hiring 
retirees back, fattening the pock-
etbooks of family and friends 
at the expense of students and 
those of us footing the bill. 

More recently, Betty Christo-
pher proposed that public com-
ment not be allowed at open 
school board meetings. In other 
words, she doesn't want feed-
back from parents and citizens. 
A school board that blocks 
public feedback and comments? 
Ms. Christopher appears to want 
unbridled control of the school 
board for herself and her cronies, 
she appears to be a troglodyte of 
the first order. 

With all the talk of drain-
ing swamps, Northumberland 
County should bring out the 
bilge pumps and put them in the 
school board. 

Eve Jordan, 
Heathsville

Motivation 
questioned

After just one phone call to the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation to request information 
about possible pick-up of ever-
increasing trash discarded along 
Good Luck Road between Mary 
Ball Road and Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway, VDOT 
responded with haste and man-
power to clean up all the areas 
and restore the roadsides to 
country beauty, and, in effect, 
also decreased the possibility of 
harm to wild critters. 

Job well done, in this matter! 
And, as members of this com-
munity, let's decrease littering 
by discarding trash in appropri-
ate containers and all of us will 
enhance and be able to enjoy the 
beauty of our town. 

Paul, Katie and Marianne Krop,
Kilmarnock

VDOT: A fine
community partner

After reading a woman’s dia-
tribe against the Women’s Move-
ment Marching, I had no choice 
but to re-set some of the material 
and “alternative facts” that were 
rolled out in letter form.

I rode with the bus from 
Kilmarnock and 54 other ladies 
and gentlemen at 5 in the morn-
ing to DC on January 21 and 
it was very exciting. From the 
moment we drove away, we knew 
we were creating a new move-
ment and were as emotional as 
the first Tea Party volunteers and 
Trump supporters. 

We all have a right to that pas-
sion and to feel that someone in 
power will listen to us, right and 
left alike. We don’t feel listened 
to by the new president at all, 
so making our voices heard was 
exhilarating. Those who are con-
servatives ought to understand 
that need themselves as that many 
of them have not felt listened to in 
the last eight years.

When we drove into the RFK 
stadium, there were 1,200 buses 
of ladies with pink hats piling out, 
one hat after another. So many 
young women! I am 63, and 
seeing that youth, joy and enthu-
siasm was such an antithesis to 
the grumpy, old anger that I kept 
seeing at Trump rallies on TV.

There were priests and rabbis, 
imans and senators. The women 
were of many colors, many reli-
gions and many ages. I felt so 
alive being around them and my 
favorite sign read, “We are the 
leaders you have been waiting 
for.”

They are right. We are a 
response to authoritative gov-
ernment, one which restricts 
women’s rights, gay rights, rights 
for the disabled and religious (all 
religions, not just ours) freedom.

And we were kind. And polite. 
And respectful. I didn’t pay 
any attention to the celebrities 
because they weren’t the point. 
We were. We will not be dis-
missed. Or bullied. Or grabbed. 
Or condescended to.

We are Equality. Diversity. 
Love.  

Buckle up. We are not going 
anywhere. And God was with us.

Linda Stough,
Lancaster

March perspective

Valentine’s Day is just around 
the corner, and I have yet to 
snag a sweetheart.

It’s not like I haven’t tried to 
woo you ladies. Even in this 
column I’ve offered chocolate, 
candlelight, dinners, drinks, 
dancing, silk, romantic get-a-
ways, slow walks on a moonlit 
beach and dancing. 

I’m beginning to think you 
just don’t read. 

To steal a line from Jim 
Croce, “I’ll have to say I love 
you in a song.” That’s right, I’m 
tempting you ladies with music. 

From the Bob collection, I’m 
sharing these titles in hopes a 
soul mate, I have yet to meet, 
gets whipped off her feet when 
she hears a good love song.

And there’s no better place 
to enjoy a good love song, than 
right here in my arms.

Pick a hit from this top 32 
best love songs of all time:

“Monkey See-Monkey Do,” “St. 
Elmo’s Fire,” “I Don’t Know 
Why I’m so Happy I’m Sad,” 
“Jive,” “Popsicle Toes,” “Some-
times I Just Forget To Smile,” or 
“Mr. Blue,” all from the “Art of 
Tea” CD by Michael Franks.

Rose,” by John and Fiona Prine.

Ourselves,” both by John Prine 
and Iris DeMent.

Heart,”or “When Love Was 
Young,” both by Iris DeMent.

Chamberland.

Nanci Griffith.

“Lovin’ You Again,” both by 
Emmylou Harris.

Ronstadt.

Loving You,” by Nina Simone.

The Band.

Ely.

by The Flatlanders. 

Kris Kristofferson.
-

rison.

in the Dark,” by Bruce Spring-
steen.

-
nings.

by Waylon Jennings and Willie 
Nelson.

Outta Bed,” by Larry Raspberry 
and the Highsteppers.

There’s more where they 
came from, but 32 is about all 
this column can handle—33 
including Croce’s classic.

I’m taking requests. If there’s 
a particular love song you want 
to share, or if you want to take 
a chance on discovering “our 
song,” you know how to reach 
me.
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The Wild Bunch
Voted Best Florist in Eastern Virginia 4 years in a row!

From Whimsy & Unusual to Elegant & Traditional

For Valentine’s Day and Everyday
Cynthia Naylor - 804-435-1044 - thewildbunchflowers.com

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

ALL YOU NEED IS…

LOVEAND
FOOD

CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S DAY WITH US
Saturday, February 11  
Monday, February 13
Tuesday, February 14

4

30 N. Main Street

(804) 435-1144

Hubbard Insurance Agency

Service, Advice and Price
Home                        Auto

Flood        Marine
Business

Next to NN Burger, 50 Irvington Rd, Kilmarnock  804-577-4200
Order Online: www.NorthernNeckPopcornBag.com

Sweet Treats for  
Your Valentine!

Store Open:
Tues-Sat 11-6 / Sun 1-5

Love at First Sight,
Chocolate Covered Cherry 

and much more!
Free samples!

Do you remember?
This undated poster, probably from the early 1940s, promotes 
a boxing match between White Stone and Kilmarnock high 
schools, reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the 
museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 

10, 1927, issue of the Rappah-
annock Record)

Ditchley
R. Fuller Hunton accompa-

nied his son, R. C. Hunton, to 
Philadelphia on Monday, and 
while there will visit his old 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Van 
Dyke in Trenton, N. J.

Mrs. I. H. Coles visited her 
aunt, Mrs. M. A. Hall, in White 
Stone on Saturday.

Quite a number of persons 
from this community contem-
plate on attending the opening 
of the Downing Bridge on the 
16th. (old bridge at Tappahan-
nock).

Mrs. M. A. Hall was in White 
Stone on Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Neville Ball 
spent the week-end here with 
the former’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. F. Ball.

We are glad to state that Mr. 
George Waddey, who has been 
so ill recently with pneumonia 
is much better.

Emma, the little daughter of 
Mr. George Waddy, is making 
her home now with her cousin, 
Mrs. Leslie Ball of Weems.

Misses Dorothy and Con-
stance Coles motored to Mt. 
Holly on Saturday.

Mrs. Carroll Adams of Remo 
was a guest on Friday of Mrs. 
Carl Ball.

Mrs. James Shehigh enter-
tained on Sunday Mr. and Mrs. 
Otis Crowther and family and 
Mr. and Mrs. Glendon Crowther 
and tiny son, Edward.

All the fishermen here are 
taking advantage of this ideal 
weather for driving stakes.

We are very sorry to hear of 
the extreme illness of Mary Ball 
Hudnall, and trust she will soon 
improve.

Lancaster
Mr. J. G. Davenport, our hus-

tling young businessman, is 
in Richmond, Lynchburg and 
other points west, this week.

Messrs. J. L. Cornwell, W. 
G. Neale and V. C. McKenney 
were in Richmond this week.

Misses Annie and Elizabeth 

Beane spent last weekend with 
friends and relatives in Heaths-
ville.

Plans have been completed 
for the big banquet to be given 
by the Modern Woodman here 
on the evening of February 16th. 
Only two hundred and fifty can 
be taken care of, and most of the 
tickets have been sold. If you 
haven't secured yours, you had 
better do it at once, as there will 
not be any sold after Saturday of 
this week.

Local Mention
Come to the Kilmarnock 

Market for your fresh bread, 
cakes, pies and turnovers. We 
receive a fresh supply every 
day.

Capt. Clarence Walker was 
a recent pleasant caller at the 
Record office.

Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Keane 
and Mrs. C. L. Keane spent 
Sunday in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. T. J. Keane.

Mr. E. L. Little of Irvington 
recently spent several days in 
Richmond.

Friends of Col. T. J. Down-
ing will be glad to learn that he 
has returned home and is rap-
idly regaining his health. Mr. 
Downing is one of the principal 
speakers at the Downing Bridge 
opening, and conditions at this 
time indicate that he will be 
able to attend.

Mr. Clifford Kelley while 
cleaning out an old well on his 
farm near Kilmarnock, found 
28 dead rabbits with still sev-
eral more feet to dig out. Many 
of the rabbits were in rarebits 
but Mr. Kelley says there were 
at least 28 in his well.

Correspondents are requested 
to send in their letters one day 
earlier next week in order that 
the Record force may attend 
the opening of the Down-
ing Bridge. Lancaster County 
promises to be well represented 
on this occasion, when a great 
throng of people from every 
section of Virginia is expected.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YOUR LETTERS

It can be quite a challenge 
finding qualified employees 
when needed, especially when 
it concerns our school systems.

Del. Margaret Ransone 
understands the importance of 
integrity in our school systems. 
To further ensure fairness and 
quality among our educators, 
Del. Ransone has introduced 
a bill which would exempt our 
planning district from a regu-
lation prohibiting school sys-
tems from hiring people who 
are related to members of the 
school board.

Four other planning dis-
tricts in Virginia have enjoyed 
this exemption for years. This 
is a valuable method she has 
introduced for our district, so 
administrators are able to hire 
the best.

Going through the legisla-
tive process in Richmond, Del. 
Ransone’s bill received unani-
mous support from legislators 
in the General Assembly. I also 
understand that all five school 
boards in the planning district 
have passed resolutions in sup-
port of this legislative change. 

This bill demonstrates Del. 
Ransone’s understanding of 
maintaining a quality school 
system. The bill gives the 
administrators another tool to 
make our schools better. Del. 
Ransone has shown time and 
time again this a top priority 
for her.

We should all support House 
Bill 1727, sponsored by Del. 
Ransone, and acknowledge her 
effort in responding to local 
problems.

Rodger Meredith,
Callao

Seeking the best 
for local schools

I am a “come here” and very 
proud of the fact that I chose 
not only the Northern Neck but 
also Northumberland County, 
bordering on Kilmarnock, to 
call my home.

 I believe in giving back to 
the area I love so I volunteer 
three days a week for an orga-
nization that is very close to 

‘All heres’ 

The Rappahannock Record 
recently led with a story about 
a number of local patriots who 
attended Donald Trump’s inau-
guration. 

Where was the story about 
the number of patriots from the 
Northern Neck who participated 
in the Women’s March the fol-
lowing day?

Women from all over the 
country—and at least 40 women 
from the Northern Neck were 
included—to remind the new 
administration that human rights 
are central to our democracy and 
should be respected. These rights 
include the rights of women to 
make their own reproductive 
choices, for lesbian, bisexual, 
gay and transgender individuals 
to make personal choices that 
meet their needs and accord to 
them the same rights as all other 
Americans and importantly, for 
people of all races and all reli-
gions to be treated with same 
respect afforded to mainstream 
Americans. 

The Women’s March was not 
a protest. It was a warning to 
the current administration that 
human rights for all people are 
central to our democracy and 

Where was 
march story?

integral to our constitution. Mr. 
Trump and his staff have made 
numerous statements to indicate 
that the rights we have come 
to rely on are now in jeopardy. 
This march was intended to be 
a reminder that these rights must 
not be undermined. 

The First Amendment of the 
Constitution states that we have 
the right to gather and state our 
views. Some of the participants (a 
minority) in the Women’s March 
did protest the new administra-
tion but again, that is every citi-
zen’s right. 

It was an historic march and 
an historic moment in our history 
when millions of women (and 

men) gathered throughout the 
world to state that human rights 
must be respected. This his-
toric, once in a lifetime moment 
attended by our neighbors in the 
Northern Neck deserved to be 
reported and celebrated.

Deirdra McLaughlin,
Kilmarnock

Editor’s note: An advance on 
the Women's March appeared 
on page A4 in the January 12 
edition. News of related activ-
ity, including a reminder of the 
upcoming Women’s March, 
appeared on page A1 of the Janu-
ary 19 edition. Coverage of the 
march appeared on page A2 in 
the January 26 edition.

my heart. There, “come heres” 
and “been heres” work side 
by side in great harmony and 
hopefully the community ben-
efits from our efforts.

The editor of the Rappah-
annock Record wrote a very 
mean spirited article in last 
week’s Record under “Fiction 
or Fact from Bob’s Almanac.” 
In a time where there is so 
much divisiveness and turmoil 
going on not only in our coun-
try but throughout the world I 
found his comments were very 
insensitive, divisive and unnec-
essary.

We should not be “been 
heres” or “ come heres,” we 
should be proud to be “all 
heres” seeking a common goal 
for the betterment of our com-
munity.

Martha Sheridan,
Kilmarnock

Lancaster County Demo-
crats are gearing up for the 
2017 Primary Season, which 
will determine the candidates 
for statewide elections in 
November. 

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee (LCDC) 
traditionally begins the elec-
tion cycle in the waning days 
of winter with its annual 
“Dining with Dems” dinner. 

On March 12, the event will 
open with Justin Fairfax as the 
featured speaker. Fairfax is a 
one of three candidates seek-
ing the Democratic nomina-
tion for lieutenant governor. 
He is a former prosecutor for 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia and is in private prac-
tice.

As fortunate as the commit-
tee is to have Fairfax speak 
at the dinner, LCDC chair-
man Nick Magnani noted the 
dinner should not be inter-
preted as an endorsement for 
office. 

“We are planning to invite 
the other Primary Election 
candidates for lieutenant gov-
ernor to committee events in 

Justin Fairfax to speak
at ‘Dining with Dems’

the near future,” said Mag-
nani. 

At this point, political con-
sultant Susan Platt and former 
assistant U.S. Attorney Gene 
Rossi have filed as candidates 
for the Democratic nomina-
tion for lieutenant governor.

Dining with Dems will be 
held at at Los Patrones Mexi-
can Restaurant, 652 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock, 
beginning with a cash bar at 
4 p.m., followed by a buffet 
dinner at 5 p.m. The event will 
be open to the public.

We are wrapping up the fourth 
week of the 2017 General Assem-
bly Session. This was another 
very busy week in Richmond as 
we continue to see record num-
bers of visitors.

In addition to last week's 
budget proposal announcement 
including a 3% pay raise for state 
employees and increased fund-
ing for state police and sheriff's 
deputies, budget leaders have 
proposed additional funding for 
rural school divisions.

For years, schools in rural 
regions similar to ours have 
struggled economically due to 
reduced student population. The 
initiative will examine student 
reduction populations to provide 
a 15% enrollment loss supple-
ment to school divisions and I 

hope that these increased funds 
will greatly benefit our local stu-
dents and teachers.

We are approaching Cross-
over on Tuesday, February 7, at 
the session midpoint. Crossover 
marks the day when bills must 
pass the House or the Senate or 
they are passed by for the session.

I am proud that many of my 
bills passed the House and will 
be sent to the Senate including 
House Bills 1727, 1728, 1730, 
1731 and 2313. Full text and 
summaries of the bills can be 
found at virginiageneralassem-
bly.gov.

If you’ve watched the news 
over the last 6 months, you’ve 
no doubt heard about the opioid 
crisis sweeping across Virginia. I 
patroned a bill to create a work-

group to establish educational 
guidelines for training health care 
providers in the safe prescribing 
and appropriate use of opioids 
and I'm proud that the House 
of Delegates has unanimously 
passed this legislation. 

My office was visited by Nor-
thumberland High School stu-
dents, staff and volunteers from 

Northern Neck, the Westmo-
reland Ruritan Club, the King 
George, Caroline and Richmond 
boards of supervisors, and lead-
ers from the U.S. Naval Surface 
Warfare Center-Dahlgren Divi-
sion.

Contact my office, 698-1099, 
or delmransone@house.virginia.
gov with questions or concerns 
related to state government.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone
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When Michael Nickerson, D.D.S. needed a double 
hip replacement, all the stars aligned. And Riverside 

orthopedic surgeon Tyler Wind, M.D., helped him get back to his 

dental practice with an improved quality of life and no pain. Find 

out about the right surgeon-right technique-right time combination 

that made him glad he got the procedure when he did. 

Read Dr. Nickerson’s story at 
riversideonline.com/jointstories.
Read
riverriver

If you’re living with joint pain 

call Northern Neck Bone & 
Joint Center at 804-443-8670 
today for a consultation.

My hips 
needed 

replacing and  
I couldn’t  

have picked a 
better time.

 Tyler Wind, M.D.

WARSAW—Dr. Tom 
Mosca, a professor of math-
ematics at Rappahannock 
Community College, recently 
received the President’s Vol-
unteer Service Award from 
former U.S. president Barack 
Obama.

The award is a tremen-
dous honor and its recipients 
deliver a powerful message 
that encourages others to 
take action, reported RCC 
public information officer 
Tom Martin. Various levels of 
recognition are based on the 
number of volunteer hours 
served; Dr. Mosca’s award rep-
resents the highest level, the 
President’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, for those who 
contribute more than 4,000 
hours of service over their 
lifetimes.

Mosca’s volunteer work was 
performed as a member of the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, whose 
mission is to promote boating 
safety and augment the secu-
rity of the country’s waterways 
and coastal regions. Reflecting 
on his service, Mosca said 

he has participated in more 
search-and-rescue missions 
than he can recall. These mis-
sions were often carried out 
under extremely hazardous 
weather conditions. 

Only the fact that lives were 
at risk could justify putting 
out to sea in such conditions; 
however, Mosca is proud to 
relate, “We always came back 
with the people that were in 
distress.”

In addition, Mosca’s unit has 
participated in operations to 
detect drug smuggling and has 
several times—notably during 
the two weeks following Sep-
tember 11, 2001,—been called 
on to take over the duties of 
regular Coast Guard or Navy 
personnel who were needed 
elsewhere. 

“Your volunteer service 
demonstrates the kind of com-
mitment to your community 
that moves America a step 
closer to its great promise,” 
said President Obama in the 
letter that accompanied Mos-
ca’s certificate.

All of these actions are made 

even more admirable by the fact 
that Mosca has been confined to 
a wheelchair since an accident 
in 1984. Determination and 
hard work—without which, he 
says, nothing worth having can 
be obtained—allowed him to 
earn his bachelor’s from Chris-
topher Newport University in 
1988, master’s from Virginia 
Commonwealth University in 
1989 and doctoral degrees from 
The College of William & Mary 
in 1997, after which he began 
teaching at RCC. 

During his years with the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, he 
has acted as a coxswain and 
participated in all on-the water 
duties, as well as serving in 
many on-land administrative 
positions.

Although naysayers said it 
couldn’t be done, he has also 
learned to pilot an airplane 
and an ultralight aircraft. He is 
a certified scuba diver and an 
avid photographer, and enjoys 
offshore fishing, especially 
taking his 30-foot boat out off 
Hatteras to catch mahi-mahi 
and tuna.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened January 31. The 
following cases were heard by 
Judge R. Michael McKenney. 
Trials 

James Andrews of Heaths-
ville, charged with two felony 
offenses of selling drugs as 
an accommodation to another 
without attempt to profit, pled 
guilty and was sentenced to 
one year of work release super-
vised probation. 

In the case of James B. Burt 
of Heathsville, charged with 
six felonies of aggregated 
sexual battery, abducting by 
force or intimidation, sodomy, 
indecent liberties with a child 
and proposing a sex act by 
using communication systems, 
a pre-sentence report was 
ordered and the sentencing will 
be conducted June 20. 

Margaret L. Dawson of 
Reedville, charged with a 
misdemeanor of petit larceny, 
five felonies of possessing a 
controlled substance and four 
counts of child abuse, pled 
guilty and received supervi-
sion through a community cor-
rections program for one year. 
Dawson’s case will then be 
reviewed January 30, 2018. 

Henry R. Fife of Heaths-
ville, charged with a misde-
meanor of contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor and a 
felony of carnal knowledge 
without force with a 13-14 year 
old, pled guilty to the contrib-
uting to the delinquency of a 
minor charge. Judge McKen-
ney deferred judgment on the 
misdemeanor, and the felony 
charge was not prosecuted at 
the time of trial. 

Carlos Liverpool of Burgess, 
charged with misdemeanor petit 
larceny, pled guilty and received 

a sentence time of 12 months 
with 9 months suspended. 
Liverpool also was arraigned 
and granted bond on a misde-
meanor of falsely reporting to 
law enforcement and two felo-
nies of obtaining money under 
false pretenses and possessing a 
controlled substance. 

Brandon D. Noel of Lan-
caster, charged with a felony 
offense probation violation, 
pled guilty and his sentence 
was revoked. 

The case of Shelly L. Ped-
dicord of Heathsville, charged 
with two felony offenses of 
manufacturing a controlled 
substance, was continued to 
May 30. 

Michael J. Veney of Callao, 
charged with felony robbery 
of a residence and entering 
a house to commit assault 
and battery, pled guilty to the 
assault and battery charge and 
was sentenced to five months 

Dr. Tom Mosca earns presidential award for volunteer work

Dr. Tom Mosca, with his service dog, Ghillie, recently received the President’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Madison White Franks in the penitentiary and super-

vised probation for one year 
upon release. The robbery 
charge was not prosecuted at 
the time of trial. 
Other cases 

Laura M. Heywood, charged 
with misdemeanor selling or 
distributing marijuana and 
four felonies of possessing a 
weapon and three counts of 
child abuse, was granted bond 
and trial was set for May 30. 

The case of Alvin O. Howard 
of Callao, charged with mis-
demeanor assault and battery 
against a family member and 
four felonies of strangulation 

with injury, use of a firearm, 
abduction by force, and mali-
cious wounding, was continued 
to February 14. 

The case of Patrick G. Toth, 
charged with four felonies 
of rape of a victim under 13, 
intercourse with a victim under 
13, and two counts of aggres-
sive sex battery, is set for a jury 
trial March 15 and 16. 

The case of Michael R. 
Turner of Weems, charged with 
three felonies of receiving or 
buying stolen goods, entering 
a house to commit assault and 
battery, and grand larceny, was 
set for trial March 21. 

The case of Kionte R. Wal-
ters of Wicomico Church, 
charged with three felonies 
of receiving or buying stolen 
goods, entering a house to 
commit assault and battery, 
and grand larceny, was set for 
trial March 21. 

The case of James Martimes 
Sellers of Warsaw, charged 
with three felony offenses of 
probation violations, was set 
for trial May 9. 

The case of Erin M. Bier-
worth of Providence Forge, 
charged with three felony 
offenses of a probation viola-
tion, was dismissed. 

You have loaned some-
thing to a friend, but over 
time there is no indication 
that they will return it to 
you. Is there a proper way 
to remind the friend that 
the object was “on loan,” or 
must I consider the object 
gone?

Missing Something,
White Stone

When I was a teen studying 
Shakespeare, I did not heed his 
advice to “neither a borrower, 
nor lender be.” How then, I rea-
soned, would one get to wear 
that soft, pink cashmere sweater 
belonging to her sister? Or when 
the boy who was the object of 
my affections wanted to borrow 
my Everly Brothers records, how 
could I risk that all important 
relationship by saying, “No?” 

Truth be told, I still do not 
heed it most of the time. How-
ever, there are caveats attached 
to some of my transactions these 
days and I pass them on to you 
in the hopes you will find them 
both polite and useful. 

If I borrow something from a 
friend, I let them know how long 
I will be using it. I make every 
effort to return the object in the 
same, or better, condition than 
when borrowed.

In lending, I expect that the 
borrower will try to do the same 
thing. I do not require written 
contracts, but I do have expecta-
tions. And so should you, dear 
reader.

You didn’t mention exactly 
what your friend borrowed, but 
let’s say it was a casserole dish. 
Your friend may have forgot-
ten the loan and stored the dish 
(out of sight and mind). Or she 
may be just unaware of how 
much time has passed. I suggest 
you give her the benefit of your 
doubt and give her a call.

A simple, “Susan, do you 
remember the dish I loaned 
you? I’m getting ready to make 

Because You Are Polite
                                  . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 
a recipe I use it for and am won-
dering if you still need it.” Or 
“Greg, do you still need that pair 
of skis you borrowed?”

You certainly could not be 
accused of anything but plain 
old generosity. And just maybe, 
if it was a dish of some sort, your 
friend is one who believes that 
you should never return a dish 
empty. And just maybe she will 

have been baking a chocolate 
cake that day.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail 
your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and 
space allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@verizon.net 
and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Love Struck Charm Gift Set for $65.

*While supplies last. Valid only at participating retailers. No substitutes. Charm not available for individual purchase until 2/15/17.
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