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Red Devils JV drills 
Eagles and Drifters
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Lancaster’s junior varsity basket-
ball squad picked up a pair of wins 
last week, beating Washington & Lee 
at home last Tuesday and Colonial 
Beach on the road last Friday. 

TJ Frisby spread out 11 points to 
lead Lancaster in a 47-33 win over the 
Eagles. 

Lancaster got off to a slow start, 
trailing by two after the first quarter 
and leading by only one, 14-13, at the 
half. The Devils picked up the pace in 
the third, outscoring the visitors 15-9 
with five points from DeTaye’ Wilson 

and three each from Darren Lee and 
Corey Smith. 

BJ Lee and Frisby both scored six 
points in the fourth and Lancaster 
sank six of 10 free throws when they 
outscored the Eagles by seven. 

Wilson finished with 10 points and 
Lee and Smith had six each. 

Lancaster whipped Colonial Beach 
by 36 points last Friday, 48-12. 

The JV Devils are 12-1 with only 
three games remaining in regular 
season play, including an away game 
Friday, February 3, at Rappahannock. 
They end the season at home Tuesday, 
February 7, against Essex.

Coleman averages 22 points per game, 
leading the Red Devils in two victories
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James Coleman was Lancaster’s 
go-to man in two Northern Neck Dis-
trict wins last week. Coleman had the 
hot hands in a 75-58 win over Washing-
ton & Lee last Tuesday and again Friday 
in a 70-67 win over Colonial Beach. 

Coleman couldn’t miss in the second 
half last Tuesday, scoring 15 of his 
team-leading 20 points, as the Red 
Devils opened up a 10-point halftime 
lead. 

Coleman scored nine straight with a 
pair of lay-ins, a three-pointer and two 
free throws midway through the third 
when Lancaster went on a 9-2 run to 
take a 48-33 lead. 

Lancaster opened the margin to 18 
early in the fourth, 63-45, with over 
three minutes to play. LHS coach Tim 
Rice went with a full-scale substitution 
and the LHS bench finished with eight 
points in the final minute. 

Rice got scoring from 14 of his 15 
players with Coleman leading three 
double-digit scorers. Martez Davis fin-
ished with 12 and Jay Dillon, 10. 

Keshon White answered Coleman 
with 20 points for the Eagles. White did 
most of his work in the first half with 16 
points. He was shut down in the fourth. 

The offenses exploded in the fourth 
quarter last Friday for a combined 53 
points, just two points less than the 
entire first-half scoring, as the Drift-
ers made a comeback attempt that fell 
three-points short against visiting Lan-
caster.

Lancaster held on for the 70-67 win. 
Coleman paced both teams with 24 
points. He scored all of it from the floor, 
sinking four three-pointers on the night. 

Davis finished with 15 points, sink-
ing 5-of-6 free throws in the fourth and 
8-of-10 on the night.

Alonzo Turner scored 10 of Colonial 
Beach’s 29 points in the fourth quarter 
when the Drifters whittled away at Lan-

House of Delegates 
approves ‘Tebow Bill’

by Nick Versaw 
Capital News Service

 The Virginia House of Delegates on 
January 24 approved House Bill 1578 
to allow home-schooled students to 
participate in high school sports and 
other extracurricular activities.

The bill, commonly known as 
the “Tebow Bill” after former NFL 
quarterback Tim Tebow, passed by a 
60-38 vote. The bill will now move 
to the Senate for consideration.

The proposal, introduced by Del. 
Rob Bell of Charlottesville, would 
eliminate a statewide ban prohibit-
ing home-schooled students from 
participating in high school athlet-
ics and other interscholastic activi-
ties.

Bell has introduced similar legis-
lation, which is based on laws from 
other states, perennially since 2005. 
In 2015 and 2016, Bell’s legislation 
passed both the House and Senate but 
was ultimately vetoed by Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe.

Opponents say home-schoolers 
don’t have to meet the same academic 
standards as public school students, 

so it wouldn’t be right to let them play 
alongside regular students in high 
school sports.

Gov. McAuliffe cited that rationale 
when he vetoed Bell’s legislation last 
spring.

“Opening participation in those 
competitions to individuals who are 
not required to satisfy the same cri-
teria upends Virginia’s extracurricu-
lar framework and codifies academic 
inequality in interscholastic competi-
tion,” the governor wrote in his veto 
message.

Under the current legislation, stu-
dents who want to participate in their 
local high school’s athletic programs 
would have to pass standardized tests 
and demonstrate “evidence of prog-
ress” in their academic curriculum for 
at least two years. Bell said the home-
schoolers also would have to meet the 
same immunization standards as their 
public school counterparts.

Also, the decision to allow home-
schoolers to participate in high school 
sports would come down to the 
local school district. Each individual 
school board would be able to decide 
for itself.

caster’s lead. 
The Devils led by four at the end of 

one then outscored the hosts by five in 
the second to take a 32-23 lead into the 
half. The two teams traded points in 
the third before both offenses blew up. 
Colonial Beach outscored Lancaster, 
29-24, in the fourth quarter. 

Dwayne Ball finished with 10 points 

as one of three double-digit scorers for 
Lancaster. 

The Devils are 10-3 overall and have 
two games remaining in regular season 
play. They will travel to Rappahannock 
Friday, February 3; host Christchurch 
School Saturday, February 4; and end 
the season at home against Essex Tues-
day, February 7. 

The Northern Neck Audubon Soci-
ety (NNAS) on February 13 will con-
duct a bird walk at Vir-Mar Beach in 
Northumberland County.

This small beach offers an excellent 
vista at the confluence of the Potomac 
River and the Chesapeake Bay, 

reported publicity chairman Maggie 
Gerdts. At this time of year there may 
be large concentrations of wintering 
waterfowl. 

Among possible sightings are 
common golden eyes, red throated 
and common loons, surf and black 

scoters, Forster’s terns, gannets, buf-
fleheads, common, red breasted and 
hooded Mergansers, tundra swans and 
long tailed ducks.

The group will gather at 9 a.m. at 
250 Flag Pond Lane, Heathsville, 
the home of NNAS member Sandy 

Dodge.
Several pairs of loaner binoculars 

will be available.
Contact Frank Schaff at 462-0084 

so a return call may be made if the 
walk is cancelled.

Northern Neck Audubon Society to visit Vir-Mar Beach
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Discount Building Supply & Surplus
Specializing in Discounted Prices on Surplus and 

Special Order Building Materials

www.discountbuildingsupplyandsurplus.com

PM times are in boldface type

Fri. 2/3

Sat. 2/4

Sun. 2/5

Mon. 2/6

Tue. 2/7

Wed. 2/8

Thu. 2/9

Fri. 2/10  

Sunrise 7:07
Sunset 5:32
Moonrise 11:09

Sunrise 7:06
Sunset 5:33
Moonset 12:45
Moonrise 11:51 

Sunrise 7:05
Sunset 5:34
Moonset 1:51
Moonrise 12:37

Sunrise 7:04
Sunset 5:35
Moonset 2:57
Moonrise 1:28 

Sunrise 7:03
Sunset 5:36
Moonset 3:59
Moonrise 2:24

Sunrise 7:02
Sunset 5:37
Moonset 4:58
Moonrise 3:25 

Sunrise 7:01
Sunset 5:38
Moonset 5:50
Moonrise 4:28 

Sunrise 7:00
Sunset 5:39
Moonset 6:36
Moonrise 5:32 

Low 1:28 -0.2’
High 7:42 1.3’
Low 2:29 -0.1’
High 8:07 1.1’

Low 2:30 -0.2’
High 8:43 1.4’
Low 3:25 -0.2’
High 9:05 1.2’

Low 3:28 -0.3’
High 9:38 1.4’
Low 4:17 -0.2’
High 9:58 1.2’

Low 4:22 -0.4’
High 10:28 1.4’
Low 5:05 -0.3’
High 10:47 1.3’

High 3:20 1.2’
Low 10:03 0.0’
High 3:46 1.1’
Low 10:18 -0.2’

High 4:21 1.3’
Low 11:09 0.0’
High 4:48 1.1’
Low 11:19 -0.2’

High 5:28 1.3’
Low 12:18 0.0’
High 5:55 1.1’

Low 12:23 -0.2’
High 6:36 1.3’
Low 1:26 0.0’
High 7:03 1.1’

34% Moon

46% Moon

57% Moon

68% Moon

78% Moon

87% Moon

93% Moon

98% Moon

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – February 2017

Barbara Wallace elected
president of shooting club

History was made in Hartfield 
January 29 as the Middlesex 
Shooting Sports Club (MSSC) 
elected Barbara Wallace as its 
first female president and Kath-
leen Jones as secretary.

Wallace and Jones are the first 
two women to be elected to the 
club’s executive committee. The 
election took place at the annual 
dinner meeting at the MSSC, 
1860 Twiggs Ferry Road, Hart-
field.

“I think Barbara and Kathleen 
are excellent choices for presi-
dent and secretary,” said outgo-
ing president John Priest. “Bar-
bara has been the most active 
member of the club in the past 
few years and is a great instruc-
tor and one of the best marks-
men in the club. Kathleen is an 
aspiring marksman and her pro-
fessional background has given 
her all of the skills and leader-
ship qualities to be a great secre-

tary for the club”
Wallace joined the club in 

2008 and since that time has 
earned distinguished expert 
marksmanship awards in pistol 
and rifle shooting. A certified 
range safety officer, she has 
achieved instructor status in 
pistol and rifle shooting. Wal-
lace runs the Women-on-Target 
program.

Other executive committee 
members are first vice president 
Bill Price, second vice president 
and range master coordinator 
Steve Hanks and treasurer and 
chief instructor Macey White.

Priest has served as president 
for several terms and has also 
served the club as range master 
coordinator and as the pistol/
rifle competitive program coor-
dinator.  

 To join the MSSC, contact 
Jones at koakesjones@aol.
com.

Run NNK will conduct an 
eight-week training program 
for the 2017 Monument Ave 
10K, which will be held April 
1 in Richmond. Registration 
for the training program is free 
for club members and $20 for 
others, which includes a one-
year membership in Run NNK.

 Training teams will meet 
Saturdays and some Wednes-
day evenings, starting at 8:30 
a.m. February 4 at the Nor-
thumberland Family YMCA 
in Heathsville. Register at 
runnnk.org. 

The Northern Neck Anglers Club will sponsor a Chesapeake 
Bay Fishing Seminar April 1 at the White Stone Church of the 
Nazarene Family Life Center, 57 Whisk Drive, White Stone. 
The seminar will focus on saltwater fishing in the middle Chesa-
peake Bay from Drum Point, Md. to New Point Comfort and the 
Potomac and Rappahannock rivers. 

 Doors will open at 7:45 a.m. The seminar will begin at 8:30 
a.m and conclude at 3:45 p.m. The fee is $25 for members, $30 
for adult non-members and $15 for ages 17 and younger. Box 
lunches will be available for $10 each. Advance reservations are 
required, northernneckanglersclub.wordpress.com.

 

Northumberland County 
Little League spring 2017 
online registration is open 
through February 25. The pro-
gram offers baseball and soft-
ball for ages 4-18.

 Registration is $75 per 
player. Register at Northum-
berlandLittleLeague.com, or 
contact Michael Withers at 
Michael@NorthumberlandLit-
tleLeague.com. In-person reg-
istration will be held from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. February 4 and 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. February 12 in 
the Northumberland Elemen-
tary School cafeteria. 

Beginning February 8, Susan 
Johnson of InsideOut Yoga will 
offer Yoga for Healthy Aging. 
The class will be held from 11 
a.m. to noon Wednesdays at 
the Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship of the Rappahannock, 
366 James Wharf Road, White 
Stone.

To register, visit inside-
outyoga.org, or call 436-2204.

The annual St. Patrick’s Des-
sert Game Day will be held 
at 12:30 p.m. March 17 at 
De Sales Hall in Kilmarnock.

Mahjong, bridge, canasta, 
bunco, scrabble, pinochle and 
other game players are wel-
come. To reserve a table of 4, 
call Lorri Amidon, 462-6140.

www.regentpointmarina.com
Marina 804-758-4457     Boatyard 804-758-4747

3 Months 
Free!

for new slips with
an annual lease

Call for more details! Climate Controlled Repair Shop  
Full Service ABYC Boatyard 

Lancaster 70, Colonial Beach 67
Lancaster 75, Washington & Lee 58
Collegiate 54, Christchurch 26

Lancaster 48, Colonial Beach 12
Lancaster 47, Washington & Lee 33
Collegiate 56, Christchurch 26

Lancaster 62, Washington & Lee 26
Colonial Beach 36, Lancaster 20
Hampton Roads 42, Christchurch 20
Veritas School 41, Christchurch 15

Lancaster 42, Colonial Beach 6
Washington & Lee 39, Lancaster 12
Banner Christian 38, Christchurch 
23
Veritas School 38, Christchurch 23

 

(JV games 5:30 p.m., varsity to 
follow)
February 3:
Lancaster at Rappahannock 
Christchurch at St. Anne’s Belfield, 
JV 4:45 p.m., varsity 6:30 p.m.
February 4:
Christchurch at Lancaster, varsity 
5:30 p.m.
February 7:
Essex at Lancaster 
Trinity Episcopal at Christchurch, 
JV 4 p.m., varsity 5:30 p.m.

 

(JV games 5:30 p.m., varsity to 
follow) 
February 2:
Rappahannock at Lancaster
New Community at Christchurch, 
4:30 p.m. varsity only 
February 3:
Christchurch at Norfolk Collegiate, 
5:30 p.m.
February 6:
Banner Christian at Christchurch, 
JV only 5 p.m.
February 7:
Lancaster at Essex
Christchurch at New Community, 
JV only 6 p.m.
February 9:
Walsingham at Christchurch,  
varsity only 4:30 p.m.

February 4:
Lancaster at Conference #43 tour-
nament, Rappahannock County 
High School

February 4:
Lancaster at Region 1A tourna-
ment, Luray

February 4:
Christchurch at Prep League Meet, 
St. Catherine’s

February 4:
Christchurch at VISAA Div. II 
Invitational Swim Championship, 
Freedom Center at George Mason 
University 

SCOREBOARD

SPORTS SHORTS

Kilmarnock Baptist Church 
will host the third annual Lisa 
Spiers 5K Run/Walk on April 
1 to benefit the Ocular Mela-
noma Foundation and research 
for a cure, ocularmelanoma.
org.

Registration is now open. 
Visit lisaspiers5K.org, call 
435-1703, or email Kilmar-
nock Baptist at zabrina@
kilmarnockbaptist.org. 

Lady Drifters sink
Lady Devils, 36-20
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Lancaster struggled to find 
the goal early last Friday against 
Colonial Beach and spent the 
rest of the game playing catch-
up. The Lady Devils couldn’t 
close the gap as the Lady Drift-
ers walked away with a 36-20 
win in varsity girls basketball.

Skyler Henderson scored the 
first goal for Lancaster with nine 
seconds left in the first quarter as 
CB took a 8-2 lead. 

Finding their rhythm, the 
Lady Devils opened the second 
with seven unanswered points to 
get as close as one, 8-7, before 
giving up an 8-1 run to the visi-
tors to trail 16-8 with a minute to 
go in the half. 

CB held Lancaster to a pair of 
field goals from Jasmyn Tomlin 
and Khalia Harding in the third 
as the Drifters opened their lead 
to 16.

Tomlin led Lancaster with five 
points. 

There was no lack of scoring 
for Lancaster last Tuesday when 
Skylar Sawyer had a game high 
17 points to lead 10 scorers in 
a 62-26 rout of Washington & 
Lee. 

Lancaster held the Lady 
Eagles scoreless in the first quar-
ter with 14 unanswered points 
and took a 31-13 lead into the 
half. Sawyer scored seven in the 
first and another seven in the 
third when the Lady Devils went 
on an 18-7 run to blow the game 
open and take a 29-point lead. 

Nia Curry added nine points 
for Lancaster, while Harmony 
Taylor and Tomlin scored eight 
each. 

The Lady Devils, now 11-7, 
head into the final week of regu-
lar season play at home tonight, 
February 2, against Rappahan-
nock. LHS will end the season 
on the road at Essex next Tues-
day, February 7, at Essex. 

, Lancaster’s 
Demetria Carter nearly tripled 
Colonial Beach’s entire team 
scoring last Friday night as the 

Lady Devils beat the Lady Drift-
ers, 42-6. 

Carter scored 15 points, 
including seven in the first quar-
ter and five in the fourth, and 
Abria Jackson spread out 12. 

Lancaster took a 9-4 lead in 
the first quarter then held CB 
scoreless in the second for a 
16-point lead at the half. The 
Lady Devils opened the margin 
to 23 in the third with a 9-2 run. 
That lone third-quarter field goal 
accounted for all of Colonial 
Beach’s scoring in the second 
half. Lancaster put up 13 unan-
swered points in the fourth with 
five points from Carter and four 
from Jackson. 

Lancaster struggled through 
a scoreless second quarter last 
Tuesday against Washington & 
Lee when the Eagles opened up 
a five-point first quarter lead and 
went on to beat the Lady Devils, 
39-12. 

The host Eagles put up six 
unanswered in the second quar-
ter to take a 15-4 lead into the 
locker room then held Lancaster 
to three points, all from Sham-
pane Redmond, in the third to 
open the lead to 25. 

Lancaster only got scoring 
from three shooters with Red-
mond leading with seven points.

CLUB GOLF
Golden Eagle Golf Club January 21 Ice Bowl first flight win-

ners were first, (tie) Gary Hodges and Marty Carter, and Ned 
Goode and Allan Abbott. Second flight winners were first gross, 
(tie) Pal Jackson and Jake Jackson, and Shawn Jackson and 
Tommy Cooper; and third, Randy Meadows and Rick Law.

King Carter Golf Club men’s play day winners for January 18 
were first, Steve Craig; second, Bruce Adams; and third, Tom 
Chapman. January 20 winners were first, Wayne Graves; and 
second (tie) Dave Gwaltney and Arvid Frankenhoff. January 26 
winners were first, Adams; second, Jim Timm; and third, (tie) 
Ned Crockett and Tony Sica. January 27 winners were first, (tie) 
Timm and Adams; and third, Graves.

Anglers club to conduct 
fishing seminar April 1

Registration for 217 Lan-
caster County Little League 
season is under way. Regis-
tration forms may be com-
pleted at DreamFields.org, or 
call president Tom Kleinfel-
ter, 761-4627. 

In-person registrations will 
be held at the Hayden Build-
ing at Dream Fields, 1385 
Irvington Road, Kilmarnock, 
from 10 a.m. to noon Febru-
ary 4 and 5 to 7 p.m. Febru-
ary 10. Fees begin at $60 per 
player, with reductions for 
additional family members.

Follow Us  
@RappRecord

The Northern Neck Neuro-
Muscular Support Group will 
continue its 27th year of exis-
tence at 10:30 a.m. February 
13, at Beale Memorial Baptist 
Church, 19622 Tidewater Trail, 
Tappahannock. The group is 
for people living with illnesses 
that are chronic and incurable.

Speakers are featured 
throughout the year, but this 
meeting will focus on a discus-
sion and sharing ways of living 
successfully with the changes 
that come when one’s health is 
always on the edge. Laughter is 
encouraged and caregivers are 
invited. To join, call Joan, 443-
9226, or Sharon, 580-7315. 
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You Are Invited
INVITATIONAL SEMINAR

SATURDAY, FEB. 4

 

TOPICS INCLUDE:  
 

 
 

DAVIS 
Auto Sales, Inc., Kilmarnock, VA

(804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

Clip & Save & Bring In 
Price good thru 2/28/2017

 

Oil Change Special

Gov. McAuliffe announces record 
attendance for Virginia State Parks

Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
recently announced that Vir-
ginia State Parks attendance 
in 2016 hit a record-high 
10,022,698 visitors, a 12% 
increase over 2015. Virginia 
State Parks (VSP), managed 
by the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR), hosted more than 1 
million overnight visitors in 
cabins and campgrounds in 
2016, an increase of nearly 3% 
over 2015.

 “Virginia’s state park system 
is the best in the country and 
more Virginians and visitors 
are taking advantage than ever 
before,” said Gov. McAuliffe. 
“State Parks are a vital part of 
communities large and small, 
attracting visitors to the region 
and generating substantial tour-
ism revenue that directly bene-
fits our local economies. From 
opening Natural Bridge State 
Park to making historic invest-
ments in the Virginia Treasures 

Program, this administration 
has worked hard to protect and 
expand opportunities to inter-
act with the countless natural 
and historic attractions our 
Commonwealth has to offer. I 
want to thank the staff at the 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation for their hard 
work making our state park 
system a world-class asset for 
the people of Virginia.”

 “When attendance increases, 
so does the economic impact 
of the state park system,” said 
DCR director Clyde Crist-
man. “Visitors spend money in 
the parks, in local communi-
ties and traveling to and from 
parks. Our 37 state parks have 
an impact of more than $222 
million on Virginia’s econ-
omy.”

 “Multiple factors contrib-
uted to our new attendance 
record, overall good weather, 
lower gas prices and the year-
long celebration of our 80th 

anniversary,” said VSP direc-
tor Craig Seaver. “Last year, 
a record-high 548,398 people 
attended our ranger-led envi-
ronmental and historic pro-
grams, an increase of 23% over 
2015. So there’s no single cause 
we can point to as a reason for 
the increases. It’s obvious that 
more people find value spend-
ing time in a Virginia State 
Park.”

 The addition of Natural 
Bridge State Park in Rock-
bridge County accounted for 
45,869 visitors since DCR 
assumed management on Sep-
tember 24, 2016. The increases 
also came despite the fact that 
several parks in the Tidewater 
and Northern Neck regions 
were closed for weeks because 
of hurricanes. The storms neg-
atively affected their visita-
tion, overnight attendance and 
revenue.

An attendance summary 

for Belle Isle State Park in 
Lancaster County shows a 
total of 39,725 visitors for 
2016, including 13,037 paying 
campers, 2,445 paying cabin 
renters,16,102 paying day 
users and 8,141 non-paying 
users.

The 2015 summary shows 
a total of 44,502, including 
10,325 paying campers, 2,504 
cabin renters, 15,625 paying 
day users and 16,048 non-pay-
ing users.

An attendance summary for 
Westmoreland State Park in 
Westmoreland County shows 
a total 245,588 visitors for 
2016, including 35,470 paying 
campers, 30,322 cabin renters, 
56,196 paying day users and 
121,599 non-paying users.

The 2015 summary shows 
a total of 246,278, includ-
ing 52,425 paying campers, 
37,604 cabin renters, 75,430 
paying day users and 80,819 
non-paying users.

Looking for an eye doctor?
Come see the doctor who teaches doctors!

R outinely published and  
actively lectures in his profession

Manages Ocular Disease 

Sp ecializes in Difficult Prescriptions  
(Contact Lenses/Glasses)

                Peter E. Wilcox, OD, FIAO
                Wilcox Eye Center
                Tyndall Square
                2652 George Washington Memorial Hwy.
                Hayes, VA 
                Just 2 miles north of the Coleman Bridge 

Check us out on the web at www.wilcoxeye.com

Consider Corneal Molding for yourself or your children
Provides daytime freedom from eyeglasses and contact lenses

“Stops kids eyes from getting worse every year.”

Providing cutting edge eye care and eye wear for over 25 years

Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids Foundation, Inc.

Call 804-435-2703
804-462-7018 or 804-438-6413

Duplicate bridge instruction slated
The Women’s Club of Lancaster will offer a two-day Introduction 

to Duplicate Bridge seminar at 10 a.m. February 23 and 24.
This seminar will cover the mechanics of duplicate, strategy of 

duplicate, different movements and scoring, reported Betty Thornton.
The seminar will be held at the WCLC Clubhouse, 16 Mary Ball 

Place, Lancaster. The fee is $15.
This seminar is for people who are unfamiliar about duplicate 

bridge and want to learn “how it works” and “why play duplicate 
bridge,” said Thornton,

To enroll, call Thornton, 462-0742.

BRIDGE RESULTS
Four-and-a-half tables of 

duplicate bridge were in play 
January 12 at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone.

Winners north/south were 
first, Virginia Adair and 
Betty Fay Lewis; and second, 
Arden Durham and Ginger 
Klapp. 

Winners east/west were 
first, Jan Boyer and Cynthia 
Birdsall; and second/third 
(tie) Randy Palmer and Doug 
Cotter, and Shirley Crockett 
and Elaine Weekley.

Five tables of duplicate 
were in play January 19 at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone. 

Winners north/south were 
first, Ilva Doggett and Steve 
Lowe; and second, Malena 
McGrath and Alexa McGrath.

Winners east/west were 
first, Judy Peifer and Betty 
Fay Lewis; and second, Shir-
ley Pleasants and Carolyn 
Reed.

The next bridge for this 
group is 1 p.m. Thursdays, 
February 2 and 9.

Eleven pairs of duplicate 
bridge were in play January 24 at 
Hills Quarter.

Winners north/south were 
first, (tie) Jane Jarvis and Marsha 
Chapman, and Alice Slember and 
Milly Wiley; second, Robin Perks 
and Jane Kemper; and third, Fran 
Green and Daria Lowe.

Winners east/west were first, 
Penny Marshall and Pam Lazor-
chak; second, Pat Anderson 
and Barbara Sherupski; and 
third Ann Arnold and Hanneke 
Schaafsma.

Deltaville Maritime Museum
now accepting applications for
15th Family Boatbuilding Week

The Deltaville Maritime 
Museum recently announced 
it is taking applications for the 
15th annual Family Boatbuild-
ing Week which will be held 
July 16 through 22 at Deltaville 
Maritime Museum and Holly 
Point Nature Park, 287 Jackson 
Creek Road, Deltaville.

The boatbuilding day camp 
will have spots for 10 teams 
this year, reported board 
member and events director 
Bill Powell.

During the program’s 15-year 
history, over 126 teams have 
each built their own wood crab-
bing skiffs, said Powell. The 
museum boat shop has carefully 
designed and updated the kit for 
the skiffs and no prior knowl-
edge of boatbuilding is needed 
to complete the project.

Some woodworking experi-
ence is helpful and it is desir-
able to have at least two builders 
for a team, continued Powell. 
Boat shop volunteers work each 

day with all the teams to make 
sure each skiff is completed by 
the end of the week. 

Saturday is race day. The 
skiffs are launched, rowed by 
the team and awards presented 
in a variety of categories, he 
added.

The price of the kit also 
includes two tickets to a fish 
fry starting at 11 a.m. on July 
22, after the races. 

Fees for the kit to build the 
John Wright replica skiff will 
be $995 for the 12-foot version 
and $1,195 for the 14-foot. The 
kit includes all the materials 
necessary to build either size 
boat and the museum also will 
paint a name on the skiff free 
of charge. 

For an application, call 776-
7200, or visit deltavillemu-
seum.com.

SPORTS 
SHORT

The Virginia State Parks 
Youth Conservation Corps 
(YCC) will accept applica-
tions through March 1 for 
programs June 25 to July 15 
and July 23 to August 13. No 
prior experience is necessary, 
participants will work outside 
and the service is physically 
demanding. 

YCC crew members are pro-
vided room, board, T-shirts, 
equipment and a $500 sti-
pend at the end of the three 
weeks. Participants help with 
assorted park projects. To 
apply, visit visit dcr.virginia.
gov/state-parks/youth-conser-
vation-corps.
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Lancaster Community Library, 
16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock, will offer instructor lead, 
self-paced Beginner Windows 10 
courses from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
most Wednesdays. Registration is 
required. Call 435-1729, or visit 
lancasterlibrary.org.

The 4-H programs in Lancaster and Northumberland counties 
are recruiting teen leaders to serve as counselors during 4-H Junior 
Camp, July 24 through 28, at the Jamestown 4-H Center. Applicants 
must be at least age 14 by January 1, 2017.

The application deadline is February 10. Applications and refer-
ence forms may be obtained at the LHS and NHS guidance offices, 
or the Extension office at 462-5780 in Lancaster, or 580-5694 in Nor-
thumberland. 

Lancaster Community Library, 
16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock, will offer very basic 
instruction on computers from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. Thursdays 
through February 9. Registration 
is required, 435-1729, or visit.

This four-session class will 
cover “What Is a Computer?” 
“The Operating System,” “The 
Hardware” and “The Software.” 
The library will provide all mate-
rials including the computer and 
headphones for the class. 

 

Applications for Daingerfield 
Merit Scholarships are now being 
accepted at St. Margaret’s School. 
Two 5,000 scholarships will be 
awarded to day students. Students 
must plan to enroll in the eighth-, 
ninth-, or tenth-grade and must 
live in the Rappahannock River 
Basin.

For criteria and an application, 
visit sms.org/daingerfield, call 
443-3357, or email the admis-
sion office, admit@sms.org. The 
deadline is February 10.

Chesapeake Academy will 
host a Discovery Day for ages 3-6 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Febru-
ary 25 at Chesapeake Academy, 
103 Steamboat Road, Irvington. 

The featured book is Ellen 
Stoll Walsh’s Mouse Count. For 
reservations contact 438-5575, or 
hscott@chesapeakeacademy.org.

Virginia high school stu-
dents who enjoy analytical writ-
ing about trending legal issues 
should enter the Virginia State 
Bar’s 25th annual essay contest 
that gives away almost $7,000 in 
prize money each year. The con-
test asks whether the law should 
protect transgender students from 
discrimination on the basis of 
their gender identities.

The deadline is February 10. 
Contest rules are posted at vsb.
org/site/public/law-in-society. 

 

Applications are available for 
the Mary Winston McCullough 
Scholarship to be awarded to a 
graduating high school senior. 
The recipient must be a resident 
of Lancaster County, a member 
of Grace Episcopal Church 
in Kilmarnock or a graduat-
ing senior from Lancaster High 
School.

Applications are available 
from the Grace Episcopal Church 
office or the guidance department 
at Lancaster High School. The 
deadline is March 1.

The Writers Guild of Virginia 
will offer memoir writing classes 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. February 
4 and 25 at the home of author 
David Cariens. 

The fee is $300. To register, 
contact Cariens at dcariens@
gmail.com.

The Lancaster County Lions 
Club will host the 2017 Lions 
Zone A Bland Music Compe-
tition at 2 p.m. February 19 at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury, 132 Lancaster 
Drive, Irvington. Winners in 
both categories, instrument 
and voice, will receive cash 
prizes and the opportunity to 
advance to the regional, district 
and state competitions.

The competition is open 
to primary, middle and high 
school students, including 
home school students. Infor-
mation and application forms 
are available on the Lancaster 
Lions Facebook page, or by 
contacting Lion Bob Reed, 
435-9785, or Lion David 
Farley, 436-3648. 

The Rappahannock Music 
Study Club is now accepting 
applications for music educa-
tion grants of up to $500 for 
Northern Neck students who 
will be in high school as of fall 
2017. The funds may be applied 
toward private music lessons, 
music camps or other music 
education opportunities. Appli-
cants will be judged according 
to their completed application 
form and a recommendation 
from a music teacher.

The deadline for applications 
and recommendation letters is 
March 31. Application forms 
are available from all area high 
school guidance departments or 
by contacting Nancy Rowland at 
435-9833, or nancy.r.rowland@
gmail.com.

The Rappahannock Music 
Study Club is now accepting 
applications for college scholar-
ships for students who plan to 
pursue music studies in college. 
Scholarships will be competi-
tively awarded based on a com-
pleted application form, a recom-
mendation from a current music 
teacher and performance at a 
short musical audition.

The deadline for applications 
and recommendation letters is 
March 31. Application forms 
are available from all area high 
school guidance departments or 
by contacting Nancy Rowland at 
435-9833, or nancy.r.rowland@
gmail.com.

The Chesapeake Academy 
Performing Arts and Lecture 
Series will host the Virginia 
Opera’s “Three Little Pigs” at 
9:30 a.m. February 15 at Chesa-
peake Academy, 107 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington. 

The program is for ages 3 
through grade four. For reserva-
tions, at 438-5575, or hscott@
chesapeakeacademy.org.

A Project Alpha workshop for 
males ages 12-18 will be held 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Febru-
ary 11 at Lancaster High School. 
Topics will include abstinence 
and the consequences of early 
sexual activity, peer pressure, 
HIV/AIDS, teen pregnancy, 
STDs, relationships, being a 
responsible father and what it 
means to “be a man.”

Ages 12-17 need to bring com-
pleted parent/guardian consent 
forms. The forms are available 
at Lancaster High and Middle 
schools or, rtd06@aoutlook.com.

SCHOOL REPORTS

Students participate 
in The Memory Project

The Memory Project is a non-
profit organization that invites 
art teachers and their students 
to create portraits for youth 
around the world who have 
faced substantial challenges, 
such as neglect, abuse, loss of 
parents and extreme poverty.

The Memory Project wants 
the portraits to help the chil-
dren feel valued and important, 
to know that many people care 
about their well being and to 
act as meaningful pieces of per-
sonal history in the future. For 
the art students, the program 
wants this to be an opportu-
nity to creatively practice kind-
ness and global awareness, said 
gifted services coordinator 
Shauna McCranie.

Northumberland students 
were assigned the country 
of Syria for their portrait draw-
ings, noted McCranie. The stu-
dents enjoyed capturing a like-
ness of the children from Syria. 

“This year we had a very 
special opportunity to create 
portraits for Syrian children 
living in a refugee camp on the 
Syrian border,” she said. “Their 
families have been living there 
in tents for years, ever since it 

became too dangerous to live in 
their hometowns.  

“The children have so little 
in the refugee camp—so much 
of childhood lost. We therefore 
wanted the portraits to be fun, 
meaningful and personal gifts, 
which help to show them how 
much we care about their well 
being,” said McCranie.

Since 2004, The Memory 
Project has created more than 
80,000 portraits for children 
in 35 countries. The Memory 
Project organization makes a 
video of each delivery to share 
with all of the art students and 
teachers involved. They then 
add a personalized introduction 
for every school.

Northumberland students 
who participated in the Memory 
Project this year include Taylor 
Rice, Emily Rice, Mia Bundy, 
Kendra O’Malley, Tahi Wig-
gins, Ashley Burgess, Jean Jett, 
Mya Bundy and Austin Vande-
locht.

Many thanks to the Nor-
thumberland High and Middle 
School art departments for their 
assistance, Eddie Barnes and 
Michael Stevenson, art educa-
tors, said McCranie.

Barter Players present The Giver

The Giver

Torch Club helps food bank

RAL posts workshop schedule
The Rappahannock Art 

League winter and spring art and 
crafts workshop series is under 
way at the Studio Gallery, 19 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

 Workshop chairman Cheryl 
Mihills has put together an 
impressive line-up of new and 
favorite workshops, reported 
Anne Cotter.

Steph Brown will repeat her 
popular workshops, Drawing 
for the Truly Terrified, February 
16; Getting Started with Colored 
Pencil, February 21; and Intro-
duction to Pen and Ink, February 
28, all from 10 a.m. to 3pm.

Renate Bumgarner will restart 
her Oil Painting Studio where 
she will help oil painters develop 
their paintings. They will start 
Friday, February 3, and continue 
every Friday through March 

RCC scholarship 
applications for 
2017-18 are due
by February 17

For those wishing to enroll at Rappahannock Community Col-
lege for the 2017-18 academic year, the deadline to apply for 
scholarships is 11:59 p.m. February 17.

The scholarship application is available to current or prospec-
tive students at rappahannock.edu, or call the Warsaw Campus, 
333-6730, or Glenns Campus, 758-6730.

“The college’s goal is to make it possible for any student with 
the ability and desire to learn to attend and receive a degree from 
RCC,” said president Dr. Elizabeth Crowther. “A growing base 
of available scholarships coupled with federal and state financial 
assistance programs will make that dream a reality.”

Over $400,000 in scholarships, offered under a completely 
separate process from federal and state financial aid, are avail-
able. Filling out the application once puts students under consid-
eration for all of them. Scholarship recipients will be notified of 
their awards by mid-April.

LMS students of the week

from noon to 3 p.m.

Nina Shepardson will lead 
a Pysanky Workshop from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. March 11 and 12. 
Participants will make a Ukrai-
nian egg, just in time for Easter.

Mary Jo Beswick will guide 
all levels in Creating a Mono-
type Family, a series of similar 
but different images done by 
drawing, painting and printmak-
ing. Classes will be offered from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 25 and 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 26.

Eva-Marie Ruhl will lead two 
workshops, Drawing with Pow-
dered Graphite on Board and 
Yupo, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
March 7 and 8 and April 18 and 
19.

Sukey Starkey will present 
10x10-inch Mosaic Mirror from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. April 1. 

Bill Rekert will repeat Fun-
damentals of Photography, 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays April 4 through  

May 4.
Judy Penry will lead Intro-

duction to Nantucket Baskets, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 5 
and April 12. She also will teach 
6-inch Nantucket Basket classes 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 2 
and May 9.

Mary Jo Beswick will return 
with a three-part Introduction 
to Simple Abstraction as Self 
Expression. From 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. April 21, she will teach 
Introduction Contour Drawing; 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 22, 
Introduction to Image Abstrac-
tion and Composition; and 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. April 23, Introduc-
tion to Inventive Color: Water 
Based Painting.

Additional workshops may 
be offered, said Cotter.

Looking ahead, Starkey will 
conduct a Mosaic Yard Art (a 
gazing ball) workshop from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. June 13 and 15.

For fees and registration, visit 
the gallery, or call call 436-
9309.

4-H seeks camp counselors
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Award winner
Artist Ron Courtney of Urbanna won first prize with 
“Marguerite In Red” in the January All Media Show at Art 
Works Gallery in Richmond. There were 300 entries. The show 
opened last Friday and will remain up for a month.

The winners of the January 
exhibit, You Be the Judge will 
be on exhibit through Febru-
ary at the Rappahannock Art 
League Studio Gallery, 19 
North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

“Come in and see if your 
choice was one of the win-
ners,” said RAL exhibit room 
chairman Mary Ellis.

Cate Kauffman’s charm-
ing painting, “Baby Carrots,” 
was the first-place winner, the 
people’s favorite of the many 
pieces on exhibit, said Ellis.

Mel Neale’s painting, “Deep 
Woods Winter,” was second 
and Ron Taylor’s whimsical 
sculpture, “Rock On!,” third. 
Honorable mention was given 
to Sheryl Rembisz for her 
painting, “Girls Night Out.”

Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Saturdays.

 Kilmarnock strollers searching for an escape 
from cruel winter chills and snows need look 
no further than Rappahannock Art League’s 
Studio Gallery windows at 19 North Main 
Street, where Richmond area artists Laura 
Wilson and David Zuck share happy, fair 
weather scenes of waterways. 

Wilson’s acrylics show balmy beach scenes 
and cozy hammocks nestled on sunlit decks 
just waiting for folks to snuggle up and enjoy 
the views.

Zuck’s oils range from mountain streams 
cascading through verdant forests, to a singular 
swimmer in a wave tossed surf. 

Both RAL members point with pride to a 

special fondness for outdoor Virginia vistas 
and both find great pleasure in sharing their joy 
through their artwork. 

Wilson, a recent RAL member, came upon 
her talent for painting as an adult after wrap-
ping up a successful corporate career. Her 
paintings stress the tranquility of water in all of 
its natural settings.

Zuck, the son of environmentalist parents, 
grew up in bucolic surroundings with his 
father, an accomplished pastel painter, expos-
ing him to the pleasures of plein air art. 

Zuck and his artist wife, Sally, find inspira-
tion all around their 50-acre farm home and 
woodland cottage as well as the Deltaville area 
where he has memories of many pleasurable 
childhood days. 

Cate Kauffman exhibits her 
winning painting, “Baby 
Carrots.”

Kauffman
wins exhibit
show with
‘Baby Carrots’

“Breaking of the Day” by David Zuck and “Hammock” by Laura Wilson are among the 
summer scenes warming Kilmarnock’s Main Street this month.

Summer comes early to the 
Studio Gallery in Kilmarnock

by Elaine Tait

The board of directors of Chesapeake 
Financial Shares, parent company of 
both Chesapeake Bank and Chesapeake 
Wealth Management, recently voted to 
pay a dividend of $0.125 per share effec-
tive March 1, 2017. 

For 2016, Chesapeake Financial Shares 
stock appreciated 24.5% from $17.35 per 
share at December 31, 2015, to $21.60 at 
December 31, 2016. Currently, the stock 
has a 2.38% dividend yield. 

“Most importantly, long-term share-
holder value drives our mission for our 

shareholders,” said Jeffrey M. Szyperski, 
chairman of the board and chief executive 
officer. “Our stock price has had a total 
return of 157.4% over the past 10 years 
while maintaining a consistent dividend 
for that entire period, a record which 
cannot be replicated by any of our peers. 

“2016 was an excellent year for our 
organization. In addition to our strong 
earnings, American Banker named us one 
of the ‘Top 200 Community Banks’ in the 
United States for the ninth consecutive 
year and one of the ‘Best Banks to Work 

For’ for the fourth consecutive year,” said 
Szyperski. 

He reported earnings for calendar 
year 2016 of $7,026,400, representing a 
5.1% decrease from 2015 earnings. The 
reported earnings per share were $1.709 
fully diluted as compared to $1.817 
in 2015. The primary reason for the 
decrease is in 2015 the company recog-
nized $1,509,501 in securities gains as 
compared to only $365,935 in 2016, net 
of tax.

“Chesapeake Financial Shares ended 

the year December 31, 2016, with total 
assets of $720,760,780, a 6.1% increase 
over year-end 2015,” said Szyperski. 

“With the current highly competitive 
market in lending, we were very pleased 
to have ended the year with a 9.8% 
increase in loans outstanding,” he said. 
“Our current loan loss reserve is 1.1% of 
total loans at December 31, 2016. Total 
delinquencies 30 days and over decreased 
0.81% to 1.43% of total loans at Decem-
ber 31, 2016 from 2.24% at December 
31, 2015.” 

Volunteers will provide free 
income tax preparation services 
at the Lancaster Community 
Library, 16 Town Centre Dr, 
beginning February 15.

Sponsored by the Internal 
Revenue Service, the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program offers free tax help 
to low- and moderate-income 
people with annual income 
below $54,000, persons with 
disabilities and the elderly who 
need assistance in preparing 
their own tax returns, reported 
site coordinator Rita Theisen.

Tax sessions will be held 
from noon to 4 p.m. Wednes-
days and Saturdays through 
the regular tax-filing season. 
The last day volunteers will be 

available for free tax services is 
April 15, said Theisen. Because 
April 15 is a Saturday and the 
following Monday is a District 
of Columbia holiday, taxpayers 
will have until Tuesday, April 
18, to file their returns.

The IRS has changed ven-
dors for the tax program used 
by VITA volunteers. Because of 
this change, volunteers will not 
have access to taxpayers’ prior 
year returns, she said. Taxpay-
ers should bring with them a 
copy of their 2015 return.

Taxpayers who expect to 
claim the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) or Additional 
Child Tax Credit (ACTC) on 
their returns should be aware 
that the IRS is prohibited from 

The Rappahannock Foun-
dation for the Arts recently 
announced the appointment of 
Carole Barton as its new RFA 
administrator. 

Barton has a bachelor’s in 
business administration with 
honors from Geneva College 
in Pennsylvania. She brings a 
solid background in finance and 
program administration having 
served most recently as the 
finance manager of the North-
ern Neck Land Conservancy 
in Lancaster. Prior to that, she 
held accounting positions with 
businesses in Burgess and Rich-
mond. 

“We are excited to have 
someone with Carole’s breadth 
of experience in technology and 
database management to further 
enhance the RFA’s recent initia-
tive that brought On Stage tick-
eting online to our subscribers,” 

Virginia BanCorp Inc., the 
parent company of Virginia 
Commonwealth Bank, recently 
declared an annual dividend 

of $0.07 per share. The divi-
dend is payable on March 1, 
to shareholders of record as of 
January 31.

RFA announces administrative changes

Carole Barton Tina Hagen

said president Peggy Stalnaker. 
“Her 20 years of business skills 
will be put to good use in over-
sight of fundraising and grant 
writing.” 

Barton replaces former 

administrator Tina Hagen, who 
will continue with the RFA, 
coordinating all public rela-
tions, marketing and communi-
cations efforts, including man-
agement of the RFA website, 

program production and press 
materials. 

“Tina’s precise editing, as 
well as her creative and innova-
tive approach to marketing are 
the perfect complement to Car-
ole’s accounting and adminis-
trative strengths,” said Stalnake. 
“We are thrilled to have such a 
dynamic duo already working 
together on the two remaining 
On Stage concerts.”

The spring concerts will fea-
ture Danu, an Irish Celtic group, 
on March 15 and “A Tribute to 
the Four Tops” by Shadows of 
the 60’s, on April 15. Both con-
certs will begin at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater, 191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Tickets are $35 and can be 
can be purchased at rappahan-
nockfoundation.org, or 438-
5555, or at the door, if available. 

Chesapeake Financial Shares declares dividend

For those who qualify, free assistance offered in preparing tax returns

Gov. Terry McAuliffe recently 
announced Virginia State Parks 
helped stimulate more than $224 
million in visitor spending in 
2016. 

The figure comes from a 
new economic impact report 
compiled by the Virginia Tech 
Pamplin College of Business as 
part of an ongoing partnership 
with the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR), the agency that manages 

Virginia State Parks.
“In 2016, Virginia State Parks 

hosted over 10 million visitors, 
more than a million of whom 
spent the night in our world-
class cabins and campgrounds. 
These important economic driv-
ers support more than 3,500 
private and public jobs across 
Virginia and improve quality 
of life in our Commonwealth,” 
said Gov. McAuliffe. “Last year, 
out-of-state visitors spent around 

$98 million as the result of our 
state park system—an incredible 
return on only $19.8 million in 
general fund appropriations.”

In addition to a substantial 
positive impact on the value of 
nearby real estate, the report 
found that the economic activ-
ity stimulated by Virginia State 
Parks yielded approximately 
$19.6 million in tax revenue for 
the Commonwealth last year.

“For every $1 we receive from 

the General Assembly, Virginia 
State Parks generate 99 cents in 
tax revenue,” said Virginia State 
Parks director Craig Seaver. 
“Sales taxes, business taxes and 
state income taxes all help to 
make state parks nearly budget 
neutral.”

“This report gives us a new 
baseline from which we’ll mea-
sure all state parks economic 
activity in the future,” said DCR 
director Clyde Cristman. “Pre-

viously, we used decades-old 
calculations and multipliers to 
arrive at the numbers. We are 
continuously collecting custom-
ized spending information from 
thousands of visitors on line 
and in writing. We’re also using 
a special computer program, 
called IMPLAN, for our calcula-
tions. With this new process in 
place, we expect to have more 
precise figures that we’ll con-
tinue to refine every year.”

Virginia State Parks stimulate more than $224 million in visitor spending

paying any of the refund, even 
the portion not associated with 
the EITC and ACTC, before 
February 15. Although the IRS 
will begin releasing EITC and 
ACTC refunds on that date, 
many early filers may not have 
access to their refunds until the 
week of February 27.

The VITA program offers 
free electronic filing. E-filers 
receive their refunds in half the 
time compared to returns filed 

on paper—even faster when tax  
refunds are  deposited directly 
into  the e-filer’s bank account. 
E-filing a married-filing-jointly 
tax return requires that both 
spouses be present to sign the 
required authorization forms.

Taxpayers must bring with 
them proof of identifica-
tion; social security cards and 
birth dates for the taxpayer, 
spouse and dependents; wage 
and earning statement Forms 

W-2, W-2G and 1099-R; Form 
1095-A if health coverage was 
purchased from a state or fed-
eral marketplace; interest and 
dividend statements from banks 
and brokerage accounts (Forms 
1099); bank routing numbers 
and account numbers for direct 
deposit of refunds; and, for 
dependent care credit, amounts  
paid for  daycare and the day-
care  provider’s  tax identifying 
number. 

February exhibit
Tommy Fox will be 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury’s featured artist 
in February. The exhibit 
will feature new works in a 
variety of media in RWC’s 
Chesapeake Center, 132 
Lancaster Drive, Irvington. 
The exhibit will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily 
throughout February. Fox 
recently completed “Kitty’s 
Papa Bear” above.

Virginia BanCorp declares dividend

■ Business workshops 
The University of Mary Washington Small Business Develop-

ment Center will offer Business Plan Financial Projections February 
9 and How to Start a Business February 21. The workshops will be 
held from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at The Enterprise Center, 483 Main Street, 
Warsaw. 

The fee is $30 per workshop. register by Monday before each work-
shop. Call 333-0286, or bhaywood@umw.edu.

■ Go Red February 3
It’s American Heart Month and Friday, February 3, Bon Secours 

Rappahannock General Hospital urges the community to support the 
American Heart Association’s National Wear Red Day to promote 
awareness and education surrounding women’s heart disease. 

■ Wesson recognized by VMRC
The Virginia Marine Resources Commission on January 24 pre-

sented a plaque to oyster conservation and replenishment officer Dr. 
Jim Wesson and thanked him for 25 years of service to the Common-
wealth and the agency. 

Dr. Wesson is retiring and has been the architect of the recent years’ 
success in oyster restoration. Over the past decade, the oyster harvest 
has grown from 24,000 bushels in 2004 to 619,000 bushels last year.

■ Winter Market slated February 11
The Winter Market at Reedville will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

February 11 at Festival Halle, 177 North Main Street, Reedville.
The market will give everyone an opportunity to enjoy a festive 

winter indoor activity along with local artists, crafters and food ven-
dors who will display and sell their products. For a vendor application, 
call 453-6529.

■ Pesticide certification training
Virginia Cooperative Extension will offer a commercial pesticide 

certification preparation course from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. February 
13, 20 and 24 at the Richmond County VCE office, 460 Main Street, 
Warsaw. 

The fee is $10 per day, or $25 total. The fee does not include the 
license application testing fee to take the exam or lunches. To register, 
contact the Westmoreland County VCE office, 493-8924.   

BUSINESS BRIEFS

On November 3, 2016, Vir-
ginia BanCorp announced the 
signing of a definitive merger 
agreement with Bay Banks of 
Virginia Inc., the parent com-
pany of Bank of Lancaster, 
pursuant to which Virginia 
BanCorp will merge with and 
into Bay Banks, reported Vir-
ginia BanCorp Inc. president 
and chief executive officer C. 
Frank Scott III.

Following the merger, the 
combined bank will change 
its name to Virginia Common-
wealth Bank.
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Board-certified general surgeon  

Michael Francis, M.D., has  

performed under demanding  

conditions as a surgeon in the  

U.S. Navy. With his fellowship  

training in colon and rectal  

surgery, he could have chosen  

to be a surgeon anywhere. For the  

people of the Tappahannock and 

Northern Neck region, it’s fortunate  

that he chose to come here. 

To make an appointment  

with Dr. Francis, call  

Riverside Surgical Specialists  
at 804-443-6232.

DR. FRANCIS 
has performed  

life-saving surgery  
around the world. 

We’re fortunate  
to have his skills  
right here at home.

 
 

Michael Francis, M.D.
Surgeon
Riverside Medical Group

Valentine’s shopping event
From left, Janice Stewart of Callao and Judith Mooers of 
Heathsville are getting ready for a Valentine’s Shopping Open 
House February 11 and 14 at the Heritage Arts Center Gift 
Shop at Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern, 73 Monument Place, 
Heathsville. This shopping event will extend from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Shoppers will find handmade valentine cards and 
other one-of-a-kind ideas for gifting loved ones. Refreshments, 
giveaways and free gift wrapping will be offered. 

Two of the latest grant oppor-
tunities for Virginia farmers and 
agribusiness operators are the 
Virginia Farm Business Devel-
opment Program announced last 
fall and a federal local foods and 
farmers’ market grant program.

Virginia Farm Business Pro-
gram grants are designed to 
complement the Agriculture and 
Forest Industries Development 
Fund, which provides grants in 
conjunction with funding from 
local governments to boost the 
rural economy. The Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumers Services is accepting 
applications this winter for grants 
of up to $5,000 for individual 
producers and small farms.

An online application is avail-
able at vdacs.virginia.gov/agri-
culture-virginia-farm-business-
development-program%20.
shtml. 

“VDACS is recruiting appli-
cants that are ready to grow, 
diversify or plan for the next 
generation of their business,” 
said Maggie Beal Longest, Vir-
ginia Farm Business Develop-
ment program coordinator. “The 
grant will reimburse some of 
the costs of hiring an expert to 
help optimize the farm business. 
It encourages farmers to act as 
entrepreneurs.”

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Agricultural Marketing 
Service just announced $27 mil-
lion in two grant programs for 
local food operations and farm-
ers’ markets. A webinar on how 
to apply will be held February 
15 and details are available at 
ams.usda.gov/AMSgrants. 

Successful grant applications 
are typically for $100,000 or 
more and are much more com-
petitive, said Chris Cook, Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation 
assistant director of rural devel-
opment.

“Whenever you’re apply-
ing for grant money, make sure 
the grant fits your project,” said 
Cook. “Don’t try to make your 
project fit the grant; you won’t 
succeed.”

Cook also is executive direc-
tor of the Virginia Foundation 
for Agriculture Innovation and 
Rural Sustainability, a nonprofit 
foundation that helps Virginia-
based producers draw up busi-
ness plans and apply for grant 
funds.

“The Virginia grant program 
can be used for a wide range 
of opportunities, but the federal 
grants are very tightly focused,” 
he noted. “Applying for them 
will require a lot more financial 
information and expertise.”

Additional grant money
is available to farmers

Hospital hosts educational series
Bon Secours palliative medicine provider Jennie Webb-
Wright, MD, presents “End of Life Conversations” at the first 
Continuum of Care educational series presentation hosted by 
Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital on January 25. 
The series is intended to provide education for assisted living 
providers and health care professionals.

The Bulb Shoppe at Brent and Becky’s, 7900 Daffodil Lane, 
Gloucester, recently opened for the 2017 season.

February events will include:

February 4. Learn how to combine bulbs, perennials, annu-
als, biennials, flowering trees and shrubs to create a sequential 
garden that always has something in bloom.  Brent Heath will 
show participants how to create a garden in a labor efficient, 
earth-friendly way without the use of chemicals.

by to put together a living flower arrangement that can be enjoyed 
indoors and eventually planted in the garden. Buzz, the mascot 
bee, will be buzzing around for photo opportunities.

the Middle Peninsula Bird Club and other local birding enthu-
siasts to learn about backyard birds. Geared towards all ages—
learn bird identification, take a bird walk and learn how to build 
a birdhouse and bird feeder.

how to prepare the soil, prune trees and shrubs, and prepare for 
spring to arrive.  

A newly released economic 
impact study shows the Com-
monwealth’s burgeoning wine 
industry contributes more than 
$1.37 billion annually to Vir-
ginia’s economy, an increase 
of 82% from the last economic 
impact study conducted in 
2010. Almost all major eco-
nomic drivers examined in the 
comprehensive study showed 
significant double digit growth.

 The 2015 Economic Impact 
Study of Wine and Wine 
Grapes on the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, which was com-
pleted by Frank, Rimmerman 
+ Co., a nationally recognized 
accounting and consulting firm 
that specializes in the wine 
industry studies, was commis-
sioned by the Virginia Wine 
Board (VWB) and completed 
in January 2017. It is the first 
economic impact study of the 
Virginia wine industry since 
2012. That report showed that 
the Virginia wine industry 
employed over 4,753 people 
and contributed more than 
$747 million to the Virginia 
economy on an annual basis. 
The study reflected the impact 
of approximately 193 wineries 
in 2010.

 From 2010 and 2015, the 
number of wineries increased 
35%, from 193 to 261. The 
number of full-time equivalent 
jobs at wineries and vineyards 
saw a 73% increase, from 
4,753 to 8,218. Wages from 
jobs at wineries and vineyards 
increased 87% during the same 
time period as well, from $156 
million, to $291 million.

 The number of people vis-

New study shows state’s wine industry
generates almost $1.4 billion annually
Economic impact grows
some 82% in five years

iting wineries grew by 39%, 
from 1.6 million visitors in 
2010 to 2.25 million visitors in 
2015. At the same time, wine-
related tourism expenditures 
grew dramatically from $131 
million to $188 million, a 43% 
increase. The study attributes 
the growth of tourism to the 
increase in the number of win-
eries and the growing quality 
of the wines.

 “Since the beginning of my 
administration, one of our top 
agriculture goals was to make 
Virginia the preeminent East 
Coast destination for wine 
and winery tourism and I am 
pleased our efforts are help-
ing make this a reality,” said 
Gov. McAuliffe. “The Virginia 
wine industry has continued 
to see tremendous growth 
over the last five years, which 
has bolstered tourism across 
the Commonwealth. This new 
study shows that this growth 
is being driven by small win-
eries, which demonstrates that 
the increased rural economic 
development is truly beneficial 
to local communities. I com-
mend our Virginia wineries 
and grape growers for their 
hard work in making world-
class wines that are driving this 
success and building the new 
Virginia economy.”

 “The Virginia wine indus-
try continues to be one of the 
fastest growing segments of 
Virginia’s diverse agricultural 
industry,” said Dr. Basil I. 
Gooden, Secretary of Agricul-
ture and Forestry. “We are espe-
cially proud of the health and 
growth of our wine industry. 

Unlike many industries, once 
vineyards and wineries are 
established, they are effectively 
rooted and tied to their com-
munities—a Virginia vineyard 
cannot simply be relocated to 
another region or outsourced to 
another country. Virginia wine 
and grapes are inextricably tied 
to the soil from which they are 
grown. Many of these wineries 
are providing important jobs in 
the rural areas of our state.”

 The report showed signifi-
cant growth during the five-
year period by examining 
the number of grape bearing 
acreage, as well as taxes gen-
erated for state and local gov-
ernments. For example, the 
number of grape bearing acres 
increased from 2,700 in 2010 
to 3,300 in 2015, a 22% rise. 

The amount of taxes paid to the 
state and to local governments 
grew from $43 million to $94 
million, a 118% increase.

 The only major area to show 
a decrease was the number of 
growers. This reflects a healthy 
consolidation of grape acre-
age under fewer growers. More 
grape acreage under fewer 
growers will help reduce the 
over cost of growing the grapes 
and provide for strong eco-
nomic viability for the indus-
try.

 Sales of Virginia wine 
reached a record high in fiscal 
year 2016 with more than 
556,700 cases, or more than 
6.6 million bottles sold. This 
volume marks a sales increase 
of more than 6% over the pre-
vious fiscal year.

Bulb Shoppe announces
special events for February

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service 
has announced a significant 
increase in the number of 
accredited certified organic 
farm operations for 2014 and 
2015.

According to the data col-
lected, there were 14,861 cer-
tified organic operations in the 
U.S. in 2015, including 77 in 
Virginia.

Organic food is one of the 
fastest-growing segments of 
American agriculture. Certi-
fied organic farms operated 
5.3 million acres of certified 
land in 2015, up from 4.1 mil-
lion in 2014. In Virginia, certi-
fied organic farms operated on 
24,786 acres, an increase from 
20,627 acres in 2014.

 “It’s encouraging to see 
more organic producers are 
becoming certified organic; 
it’s a testament to consumer 
demand for organic foods,” 
said Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation commodity mar-
keting specialist Tony Banks. 
“Organic certification requires 
producers keep significant 
records and adhere to other 
regulations, and they are sub-
ject to compliance audits, so 
there is a time and labor com-
mitment to certification in 
addition to fees.”

The USDA’s organic certi-
fier survey includes data on 
certified crops and livestock 
operations. According to the 
data, the number of USDA-
accredited certified organic 
livestock and poultry produc-
ers is also on the rise, from 
1,401 operations in 2014 to 
2,001 in 2015.

The National Organic Pro-
gram is a regulatory program 
housed within the USDA Agri-
cultural Marketing Service. It 
is responsible for developing 
national standards for organi-
cally produced agricultural 
products. Organic certification 
allows a farm or processing 
facility to sell, label and repre-
sent its products as organic.

Producer participation in the 
NASS 2014 and 2015 Organic 
Certifier Survey was voluntary.

USDA reports
spike in new
organic farm 
certifications


