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WHITE STONE—The Town of 
White Stone lost one of its council-
men when Stanley Joseph “Joe” Slia-
kis died Saturday, January 28, at his 
home in White Stone. He was 82. 

Sliakis was elected to council in 
May 2010 and re-elected in May 2014. 
He last attended a council meeting on 
December 1, 2016. 

“Joe was a wise elder statesman,” 
said town manager Patrick Frere. 
“When he spoke everybody listened. 
He would remind everybody of what 
White Stone used to be and could be 
again.”

After work-
ing as a butcher 
for many years 
at Donaldson’s 
Grocery Store 
in White Stone, 
Sliakis bought 
the business. 

“The passing 
of Joe is a great loss for our town 
and community. Not only did we 
lose a council member but I also lost 
a good friend,” said Mayor Randy 
Reeves. “He could look at White 
Stone’s past and also see the future. 
Joe was the type of person that you 
could sit down and discuss a problem 
with, disagree and still walk away as 
a friend. The town will deeply miss 
him.”

A graduate of White Stone High 
School, he played baseball for two 
years in the semi-pro Chesapeake 
League before joining the U.S. Air 
Force in 1954. He played on the 
Air Force All-Star team that placed 
second in the All-World, All-Service 
Baseball Tournament. 

Sliakis was inducted into the North-
ern Neck Sports Wall of Fame in 2015 
when he was recognized as a player, 
coach and umpire.

He was a catcher on the Kilmar-
nock Texacos fastpitch softball team 
for 10 years and coached girls soft-
ball for 12 years before volunteer-
ing as an umpire for the Lancaster 
County Little League and pony 
league. 

A memorial service will be held 
to celebrate his life at 2 p.m. Febru-
ary 11 at the White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department, 578 Chesapeake 
Drive, White Stone. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family suggests donations to 
WSVFD. 

Sliakis is survived by his wife, 
Alice; two daughters, Anna Kellum 
and Melinda George, and their fami-
lies.

An obituary will appear in the Feb-
ruary 9 Rappahannock Record. 

Stanley Joseph “Joe” Sliakis

White Stone
loses elder
statesman,
Joe Sliakis

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

KILMARNOCK—Two young, 
female professionals set the standard 
among business people and volun-
teers in Lancaster County in 2016. 

They were recognized before 125 
people January 28 at the Lancaster 
by the Bay Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual membership meeting and 
dinner at Indian Creek Yacht & Coun-
try Club in Kilmarnock. 

Lindsy Gardner, director of the 
Lancaster Community Library, led a 
capital campaign which resulted in 
the relocation of the library to a reno-
vated 27,000-square foot facility. For 
her efforts, she was named the Cham-
ber’s 2016 Business Person of the Year, 
receiving “overwhelming support from 
her business peers,” said outgoing 
chamber president Dennis Burchill. 

Gardner has been the library’s 
director for the past nine years and 
has served on the Northern Neck 
Visions and is president of the YMCA 
Camp Kekoka board. 

During her acceptance speech, 
Gardner noted she has an English 
degree from the University of Ala-
bama and a master’s in library sci-
ences from the University of Mary-
land. Her “business experience” came 
from working at her father’s Ace 

Chamber presents achievement awards

From left, Joanna Marchetti was named the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber 
of Commerce’s 2016 Volunteer of the Year and Lindsy Gardner was chosen 
as the 2016 Business Person of the Year. Both were recognized at the 
Chamber’s annual dinner last Saturday. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Hardware Store as a teenager, so she 
went to the “Ben Gardner school of 
business,” she said.

Joanna Marchetti was recognized 

as the Chamber’s 2016 Volunteer of 
the Year for spearheading the Cham-
ber’s successful Taste by the Bay fun-
draising event.

Under Marchetti’s leadership the 
event in four years has evolved into 
the Chamber’s biggest fundraiser. 
Staged in November at the Tide’s Inn 
Resort and Spa in Irvington, Taste by 
the Bay offers music, wine and craft 
beer vendors, artisans and food tast-
ings.

Marchetti also serves on the Cham-
ber board, representing Bon Secours-
Rappahannock General Hospital. A 
native of Gloucester, she has an Eng-
lish degree from James Madison Uni-
versity. She also serves on the board 
of the Northern Neck Family YMCA.

Both Gardner and Marchetti 
acknowledged the support of the 
Chamber members, the community 
and their families in their success.

The Chamber also recognized Bur-
chill and introduced new president 
Iris Treakle. Burchill, who was the 
Chamber’s 2016 board president, 
will continue to serve as an ex-officio 
member on the chamber’s executive 
board.

Treakle began her one-year term on 
January 1. She served as vice presi-
dent in 2016. 

The Mardi Gras-themed event 
included a buffet of Cajun-inspired 
dishes and complimentary photos 
in Yours Truly Photography’s photo 
booth. 

IRVINGTON—Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury (RWC) on 
January 26 placed a time capsule in its 
newly constructed Wellness and Cre-
ative Arts Center. 

Resident program development coor-
dinator Amy Lewis said the capsule 
includes the January 27, 2017, issue of 
the Rappahannock Record to show gro-
cery prices and current events, a picture 
of gas prices, a rye bread recipe, a flip 
phone, a twinkie and other items that 
represent the community. 

In a letter to future staff of the facil-
ity, president Stuart Bunting wrote: 
“It’s hard to envision how the world 
will be and how this building will be 
used in 2067. I hope this building and 
the program it will contain over the 

next 50 years will contribute to life 
enrichment in ways that we can only 
dream and possibly not even conceive 
today.” 

“Thank you for being here today to 
celebrate this very nice opportunity to 
inform people 50 years from now who 
we were and what we did, and hopefully 
they will be excited about what we tried 
to put together,” said vice president of 
operations Phillip Williams.

Residents and guests toured the 
18,000 square-foot facility. The center 
will include an aquatics area, exercise 
classrooms, fitness equipment, locker 
rooms and community spaces. 

Refreshments were provided by proj-
ect coordinator Connemara Corpora-
tion of White Stone.

A grand opening of the center for the 
public will follow this spring.

LANCASTER—George Bott got 
more than he bargained for when he 
asked MetroCast for an estimate on 
the cost of bringing cable and broad-
band to his residence off Ottoman 
Ferry Road.

“It was going to cost $73,900,” Bott 
told supervisors last week. 

Bott lives 1,200 feet off the main 
line. However, the company said 
they would have to string the cable 
on existing telephone poles through 
the next neighborhood, resulting in 
a two-and-a-half mile stretch. While 
the system would provide the ability 
for future customers to hook into the 
line, as Metrocast’s first customer in 
that area, Bott would have to bear the 
initial $73,900 cost.

“That model doesn’t work in Lan-
caster,” Bott said. Expanding business 
in a community must bring value to 
the business, but what kind of value 
do customers get? he asked.

Bott raised the issue during super-
visors’ consideration of a new fran-
chise agreement with Metrocast.

“We put a lot of money into infra-

structure last year and plan some 
extensions this year,” said Metrocast’s 
general manager in Virginia, Wil-
liam Newborg. The company has “far 
exceeded the mileage requirement 
contained with the most recent five-
year period. It takes a lot of years to 
get the return.” 

Newborg estimated the company 
has 4,800 to 5,000 customers in Lan-
caster County. He suggested super-
visors require developers to include 
broadband with other utilities in new 
developments as a way to keep costs 
down while expanding broadband in 
the county.

District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows 
stressed the value of private/public 
partnerships in making broadband 
available to everyone and for the eco-
nomic development of the county. 

Supervisors agreed to extend 
Metrocast’s franchise agreement for 
six months in order to gather more 
public input before holding a public 
hearing on a new five-year contract.

After the meeting, Bott and New-
borg worked out a $12,000 compro-
mise price that Bott hopes to split 
with his 15 neighbors.

FREDERICKSBURG—Route 3 traffic has been reduced to one 
lane on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge between Lancaster 
and Middlesex counties during daytime hours through Friday, Febru-
ary 3.

Work began yesterday on the initial stage of a $12.8 million main-
tenance project to paint the three center bridge spans, reported Kelly 
Hannon with the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Fredericks-
burg District. 

This week the project contractor is installing netting on the bridge to 
encourage Peregrine falcons to nest outside of the project work zone.

Bridge traffic will be reduced to one lane from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday.

Cleaning and painting the bridge’s center spans will protect its struc-
tural steel elements and prevent deterioration and corrosion.

This project will complete a full painting of the Norris Bridge spans. 
Additional spans were cleaned and painted between 2009 and 2012.

Lancaster supervisors seek
input on MetroCast franchise

by Audrey Thomasson

From left, project manager Stanley Langford Jr., vice president of operations 
Phillip Williams and project architect Amanda Running of Guernsey Tingle 
place a time capsule in the new Wellness and Creative Arts Center. Photo 
by Madison White Franks

RWC places time capsule in
wellness center cornerstone

by Madison White Franks

Norris Bridge project
may cause traffic delays
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Oil Painting Open Studio with Renate Bumarner 
Every Friday in February, 12-3 pm

February 16, 10am - 3pm
Getting Started in Colored Pencil 
with Steph Brown
February 21, 10am - 3pm
Introduction To Pen & Ink with Steph Brown
February 28, 10am - 3pm
Drawing with powdered graphite on board and 
Yupo paper with Eva-Maria Ruhl
March 7 & 8 and April 18 & 19, 10am - 1pm
Pysanqy - Ukrainian Egg with Nina Shepherdson
March 11 & 12, 10am - 3pm
Two Felting Techniques – Traditional & Modern
with Barbara Brecher
March 19, 11am - 4 pm
Create a Monotype Family with Mary Jo Beswick 
March 25 & 26, Saturday 10am - 3pm
Sunday 11am - 4pm
10” X 10” Mosaic Mirror with Sukey Starkey
April 1, 10am - 4pm
Fundamentals of Photography with Bill Reckert
Tues & Thurs, April 4 - May 4, 5:30 - 7pm
Introduction to Nantucket Baskets 
with Judy Penry
April 5 & 12, 10am - 3pm
Introduction to Simple Abstraction 
as Self-Expression with Mary Jo Beswick
Day 1: Introduction to Contour Drawing
April 21, 5:30 - 8:30pm
Day 2: Introduction to Image 
Abstraction & Composition, April 22, 10am - 3pm
Day 3: Introduction to Inventive Color: 
Water Based Painting, April 23, 10am - 4pm
Paint Along Pets with Adele Castillo
April 29, 10am - 5pm
6 inch Nantucket Basket with Judy Penry
May 2 & 9, 10am - 3pm

Time To Get Creative!
2017 Workshops
T
2

in the
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Call 435-1701 or email mail@rapprecord.com
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for all 
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Special ads
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RICHMOND—Opposition 
to Dominion Power’s proposal 
to string power lines on towers 
across the Rappahannock River 
continued last week with an 
attempt to show Dominion’s cost 
estimates for underwater lines 
were grossly exaggerated. 

In order to prove the cost argu-
ment and show underwater lines 
are more reliable, attorneys rep-
resenting William Barnhardt 
and the Save the Rappahannock 
Coalition organization jointly 
filed a motion with the State Cor-
poration Commission to depose 
Crofton Diving Company, the 
contractor used by Dominion to 
install underwater lines.

Although SCC hearing exam-
iner Alexander Skirpan denied 
the motion for a deposition, he 
left the door open to obtain tes-
timony from Crofton within the 
procedural schedule.

“We are pleased that the hear-
ing examiner gave us the oppor-
tunity to explain why this testi-
mony may be important to the 

case and we are reviewing how 
best to present it at the (March 
15) hearing,” said Barnhardt’s 
attorney, Michael York.

York submitted written testi-
mony by expert witness Henry 
Soleski of North Haven, Con-
necticut, a 30-year electric 
industry veteran specializing in 
design and management of cable 
installations in the U.S. and other 
countries.

Previously, Dominion has 
said it needs to build the towers 
to upgrade and modernize its 
system at a cost of $26 million. 
Soleski contends the cost of the 
underwater alternative would be 
as little as $12.7 million. 

He explained that an under-
water system with the same 
electrical capacity as the pro-
posed tower system would cost 
between $12.6 million and 
$15.6 million. If Dominion 
wants to double the capacity of 
the underwater alternative with 
a redundant set of cables, the 
cost would still be less than that 
of the towers with the underwa-
ter alternative costing between 

KILMARNOCK—A house on Azalea Lane 
in the Fleets Bay area near Kilmarnock is 
believed to be a total loss following a fire early 
Monday afternoon. 

At approximately 12:08 p.m. January 30, a 
fire call came into Lancaster dispatch about a 
structure fire at 77 Azalea Lane. 

At the time of the fire no one was in the 
house, a weekend residence of Jane Congdon 
from Richmond, said Kilmarnock Volunteer 

Fire Department chief Roy Hall. 
Hall indicated that upon arriving on the scene, 

it appeared the house had been smoldering for 
awhile. 

“It seemed to be an electrical fire between the 
sunroom and kitchen,” said Hall. 

Kilmarnock, White Stone and Upper Lan-
caster volunteer fire fighters responded to the 
scene, as well as the Kilmarnock-Lancaster 
County Volunteer Rescue Squad. 

There were 25 to 30 firemen fighting the blaze 
and seven fire trucks on the scene, said Hall.

Kilmarnock, White Stone and Upper Lancaster volunteers fight a fire at 77 Azalea Lane. Photo 
by Madison White Franks

Azalea Lane house destroyed by fire
by Madison White Franks

SCC hearing examiner denies motion
from Save the Rappahannock Coalition
in ongoing conflict with Dominion Power

by Audrey Thomasson $23.6 million and $24.2 million. 
In written testimony filed Jan-

uary 30 by Lancaster County, 
which also opposes the towers, 
expert witness Peter Lanza-
lotta testified that other options, 
including underground, are 
better than the towers. Lanza-
lotta, a utility consultant, criti-
cized Dominion for inflating 
its estimates of the competing 
options and pointed to instances 
in which the company exagger-
ated the capacity and numbers 
of transmission cables needed 
for the project.

“We have said all along that 
Dominion’s cost numbers for the 
underwater options it opposes 
were not real estimates, but 
instead were extreme exaggera-
tions,” said York, who is volun-
teering his legal work. “Now, 
we have produced evidence that 
shows in dollars and cents that 
the underground option we sup-
port is superior both in reliability 
and in cost.”

“We agree with the hearing 
examiner’s ruling and appreciate 
the Commission’s efforts to keep 
the current procedural schedule 
intact. The company is in receipt 
of respondent testimony and will 
be submitting its rebuttal tes-
timony on March 2,” reported 
Dominion communications spe-
cialist Daisy Pridgen.

The SCC staff is scheduled to 
submit its own written testimony 
by February 7. A commission 
hearing examiner will conduct a 
final public hearing on March 15 
in Richmond.

LOTTSBURG—At the end 
of a work session on the 2017-
18 fiscal year budget Monday 
night, Northumberland school 
board members unanimously 
appointed Dr. Holly Wargo 
superintendent.

“We decided she was doing 
a good job,” said chairman 
Betty Christopher. “She did an 
excellent job with the budget. 
We’ve never seen anything like 
it before. There was everything 
there in the binder. Even (Dis-
trict 2 member) Dean Sumner 
said it was the best budget he’s 
seen in 16 years on the board.”

Wargo has served as acting 
superintendent since the board 
terminated Dr. Rebecca Gates 
as superintendent November 9, 
2016.

Wargo was hired July 1, 
2014, as assistant superinten-
dent for instruction. Previ-
ously, she was principal at Lan-

Dr. Holly Wargo

Dr. Holly Wargo appointed school
superintendent in Northumberland

by Audrey Thomasson

caster Primary School and then 
Lancaster High School.

“No contract details or salary 
figures have been worked out 
yet,” said District 1 board 
member Dana O’Bier.

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!
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Adventure Travel

804-436-9200      877-436-9200
“Come join us we’re going places”

JONAH
May 16-18, 2017

Lancaster, PA
Motor Coach Tour

Tribute to Patsy Cline at the Fulton 
Theatre, “Jonah” at the Sight & Sound 

Theatre, Tour of  Amish Farmlands, Amish 
Quilt & Craft Shop & Farmers Market.

ONLY $499 
per person - Dbl Occupancy
Other rates available upon request

INCLUDES 
4 Meals, Theatre Tickets 

& Tours

Deposit of $100
Non-refundable

Due at time of booking

ALL YOU NEED IS…

LOVEAND
FOOD

CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S DAY WITH US
Saturday, February 11  
Monday, February 13
Tuesday, February 14

4

Next to NN Burger, 50 Irvington Rd, Kilmarnock  804-577-4200
Order Online: www.NorthernNeckPopcornBag.com

Get Super Bowl snack ready!

Store Open:
Tues-Sat 11-6 / Sun 1-5

50 I

Family-size popcorn, including 
Pizza, Loaded Baked Potato, 
Buffalo Ranch & much more! 

Free samples!

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Abby Jennings, who won first place in an essay contest 
in September for Law Enforcement Appreciation Day, 

recently donated her prize money to Sheriff Doc Lyons to be 
used by the Northumberland County Sheriff ’s Office (NCSO).

Jennings is a sixth-grader at Northumberland Middle 
School.

Sheriff Lyons said the donated money would be put toward 
Project Life Saver, a program that provides tracking devices 
for persons suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, or 
any other illness that may cause a person to wander away and 
get separated from their family.

On behalf of the NCSO, Sheriff Lyons thanked Jennings for 
her kindness and generosity toward others in the county.

SALUDA—The Middle 
Peninsula Northern Neck 
Community Services Board 
recently was awarded $750,000 
to develop and implement a 
Program of Assertive Commu-
nity Treatment (PACT). 

The PACT program is com-
prised of a team of 10 highly 
credentialed individuals 
including a psychiatrist, three 
nurses, mental health and sub-
stance abuse professionals, 
a vocational specialist and a 
team leader who are available 
24 hours a day 365 days per 
year.

The target population served 
by the PACT team is seri-
ously mentally ill individuals 
most often with a diagnosis 
of schizophrenia, although 
other diagnostic categories are 
considered, for whom tradi-
tional mental health interven-
tions have not been effective, 
reported team leader Amanda 
Campagnola. The majority of 
the services must be delivered 
in the community which in 
most cases will be where the 
individual resides. 

There are several reasons 
why traditional interven-
tions have not been effective 
with this population but per-
haps the most noted is that 
because of their illness indi-
viduals often resist or avoid 
involvement with mental 
health services, said Campag-
nola. Oftentimes this means 
appointments are missed with 
the therapists and the psychi-
atrist which results in an indi-
vidual going without needed 
medications and support. This 
eventually leads to a return to 
symptomatic behaviors which 
more often than not results in 
an acute psychiatric hospital-
ization admission. 

“The PACT Team tries to 
disrupt and stop this revolving 
door process,” she said.

Depending on the individ-
ual’s needs, the PACT team is 
available to deliver services 
several times a day to several 
times a week. The case load 
size for a rural PAT Team is 80 
individuals which is built at the 
rate of about 4 or 5 individuals 
per month. 

Area PACT team organizes

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Patrick McCra-
nie this week reported charges 
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-
tion and/or kidnapping and 

Misdemeanors

-

-

-
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From left are Northumberland County Sheriff Doc Lyons and 
Abby Jennings.

Jennings donates
her prize winnings
to sheriff ’s office

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission in partnership with the Virginia Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries, District of Columbia’s Depart-
ment of Energy and Environment and the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources will present the 2017 State of the Tidal 
Potomac Largemouth Bass Fishery on Wednesday, February 8.

The symposium will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the District of 
Columbia’s Aquatic Resources Education Center, 1900 Anacos-
tia Freeway, Washington, D.C.

Fisheries biologists will present the latest survey on the fish-
ery. Fishermen and the public are urged to attend. Parking is 
available on site at no charge. For directions contact Martin L. 
Gary, 224-7148.

WHITE STONE—The White Stone Town Council will 
conduct the second of three required public hearings on a down-
town revitalization grant application tonight, February 2.

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall, 433 Rap-
pahannock Drive, White Stone. 

According to town manager Patrick Frere, council is soliciting 
ideas from the public on a proposed Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) application to the Virginia Department 
of Housing and Community Development (DHCD). Residents 
and business owners in the project area are urged to attend, said 
Frere. 

The project will include facade improvements, storm water/
drainage improvements, infrastructure improvements and a loan 
program. 

Frere will also update council on an ongoing public sewer 
project and housing rehabilitation grant. 

Council also will hear committee reports, along with reports 
from Frere and Police Chief Cliff Dawson. 

A recent Crime Solvers 
report listed a last known 
address for Thomas Harvey 
Samuels III which was erro-
neous. The current resident of 
7 Cherry Point Drive, White 
Stone, informed the Rappahan-
nock Record that is not, nor has 
been the address for Samuels.

Report information on 
the whereabouts of Thomas 
Harvey Samuels III to Lan-
caster County Crime Solvers 
at 462-7463. You do not have 
to give your name or appear in 
court. All information is confi-
dential.

Correction

The Agenda
Local Government News

-
-

-

recorded two deer strike acci-

-

Fire calls

Northumberland Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 

Felonies

-

-

-

-

-

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 20, was 

charged January 24 with assault 
and battery and damaging prop-
erty.

A Reedville man, 58, was 
charged January 25 with hit and 
run.

A Weems woman, 26, was 

charged January 25 with a 
summons for abusive language 
towards another.

A Heathsville man, 29, was 
charged January 28 with two 
counts of assault and battery. 
These were Northumberland 
County warrants served by 
Westmoreland County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Callao woman, 27, was 
charged January 29 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to report to probation 
and parole and testing positive 
for drugs.

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Many years ago when I was a graduate 
student in history I recall my mentor 

stating at the onset of each course that the 
future was an unknown, the present was 
chaos, and the past was the only certitude 
we could examine. During my own academic 
career I frequently cited that adage to my 
own students. Now, all these decades later, a 
new book presents a challenge to the first leg 
of my professor’s aphorism.

The title is The Coming Technology Tsu-
nami, A Personal History of the Future, 
by Rocco Leonard Martino. I have known 
Rocco for almost 30 years and have found 
his musings on a wide range of topics always 
to be both prescient and engaging. To list the 
wide range of his varied interests is indeed 
a daunting task. He began his career as a 
rocket scientist, from which he moved into 
the realms of finance, philosophy, history, 
literature, inventions and art, and I probably 
am omitting many more areas of his concen-
tration.

To Google Rocco one comes to think 
that the search engine must be failing, for it 

seemingly has morphed many individuals 
into one, but such is not the case. Rocco has 
achieved eminence in each of the fields he 
has pursued. Now at the age of 87 he has pro-
duced a compendium that only could be told 
by someone with such a varied background 
forged by years of observation and truly deep 
thinking.

The Coming Technology Tsunami is not a 
work of science fiction, but rather an utterly 
believable and understandable insight into 
how our world will change over the next 10 
years. The scope of analysis is monumental, 

for as soon as the reader comes to grasp one 
of the book’s assertions, the author brings 
forth another that becomes completely plau-
sible in the context of the rapidity with which 
change is progressing. 

Rocco foresees the new world order in 
terms of our passage on this planet becom-
ing better for mankind as technology brings 
forth new means to improve the quality of 
life we might hope to achieve. From energy 
to healthcare, from shopping to education, 
from robotics to interplanetary travel, he 
leaves no area unexamined in his pursuit of 
comprehending what quite shortly we shall 
be experiencing as the day-to-day unfolding 
of the future, a new dimension of life that our 
children one day will take for granted.

With unfathomed optimism Rocco looks to 
the advent of driverless cars, robotic surger-
ies and construction, and explores the gallop-
ing advance of artificial intelligence. A writer 
of science fiction might set such a course in 
a future millennium, but Rocco’s scope is a 
mere decade, barely longer than two Presi-
dential terms of office. In this scenario vir-

tual reality becomes no longer virtual.
In applying his forecasts to contemporary 

events, Rocco predicts a shattering decline 
in the use of petroleum-derived products, 
seeing a future in which oil is a lubricant 
rather than a fuel, with the exception of jet 
fuel, thereby causing significant destabiliza-
tion in those parts of the world that rely upon 
its export as their lifeblood. In that course of 
action, military activity in seeking conquests 
of neighboring regions will be alarming, but 
the resultant military activity will be con-
ducted in large measure robotically.

For some who read this book the future 
will remain an unknown, confirming my 
professor’s axiom, but for those who wish to 
envision what it will be, Rocco’s book is a 
fine place to begin that journey. Upon finish-
ing reading it, one comes away without fear 
of what will transpire in the years to come, 
but rather with hope that the present limits of 
our abilities will pale as we embrace a new 
world, replete with technology, but also with 
recognition of our growing ability to profit in 
making life better for all mankind.

With unfathomed optimism 
Rocco looks to the advent of 
driverless cars, robotic sur-
geries and construction, and 
explores the galloping advance 
of artificial intelligence. 

Focal Point

Mid-December on the Corrotoman River

Photo by Les Hawkins

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Southern by birth, Virginian by the 
grace of God, and still a come-here.

A good while ago I spotted a bumper 
sticker that read “Elijah Reed was a 
come-here.”

I don’t know who came up with that 
witticism, but it’s worth repeating.

We’re all reminded daily of the con-
tributions made by come-heres in our 
community. They’ve played key roles in a 
lot of institutions we take for granted, too 
numerous to list.

The diversity they’ve brought to town, 
in most cases, has improved the quality of 
our life.

Unless you have American Indian in 
your DNA, we’re pretty much all come-
heres.

I asked a learned colleague once, 
whose family had roots in the Middle 
Peninsula stretching back some 300 
years, how long a family has to live here 
before they aren’t considered come-
heres?

I was expecting 25 or 30 years a rea-
sonable answer. He said three genera-
tions. Given a life expectancy of 78.8 
years, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, three generations could 
stretch a long time. You do the math.

I guess his point was I’d always be a 
come-here, which is fine by me. I grew up 
just across the Rappahannock and many 
mistake me for a born-here, which also is 
fine by me. I was born over the mountain 
in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, so 
I guess it’s really all relative to how you 
define here.

I’m proud to be a come-here. I’ve got 
a lot of friends who are come-heres. If 
I offend them, they deserve it and vice 
versa. No sleep lost. I’ve got a lot of 
friends who are born-heres and we all get 
along neighborly.

But lately, I’ve become irritated. I see 
more and more come-heres saying or 
doing things that give them and the rest 
of us a bad name.

For example, I cringe when in a public 
discussion I hear somebody preface a 
critically candid comment delivered in a 
superfluous superior tone with “Where I 
come from we did it this way.” 

Pardon me, but if you had it so good 
where you came from, what are you 
doing here? Might you go back there and 
leave us to our own wits and what not? 
We survived here without you or your 
kind for a few generations.

And more often than not it’s the recent 
come-heres of the first generation from 
north of the line who step in it. Many of 
them have traveled the world, spent lots 
of money, time and effort learning lan-
guages and cultures, but they end up on 
our shores full of know it all and don’t 
bother to learn our language, culture or 
heritage.

You hear them mispronounce common 
names and places like it’s vogue. In fact, 
it’s down right disrespectful.

They assume that because this is Amer-
ica, we’re all the same. We ain’t. We’re 
Virginian. Learn the creed: “To be a 
Virginian either by birth, marriage, adop-
tion, or even on one’s mother’s side, is 
an introduction to any state in the union, 
a passport to any foreign country and a 
benediction from above.”

They put up fences and no-trespassing 
signs and security cameras as if that bet-
ter-than-the-rest-of-us aura ain’t barrier 
enough to keep us at bay. They make fun 
of our accents and our dialect when it's 
they that sound foreign.

They buy waterfront for the view and 
think they’re entitled to the whole river. 
They complain when the riverneck across 

the creek cranks up the workboat before 
sunup to support his family with an 
honest days’ dredging, or when they get 
behind the redneck up the road when he 
is moving his combine from field to field 
at harvest time.

Quit the whining. We don’t want to 
be you, like you or be near you anymore 
than you want to be here.

They want to fix what don’t need 
mending. We may be small town. We may 
be rural. We’re not in a hurry. Get over it, 
or move on.

You might complement us, but you 
can’t change us. 

If you need ask what line, heed the 
words of the late Winter H. “Shorty” 
McCrobie: “We didn’t have any damn 
yankees, skunks or rats on the Northern 
Neck until they built that bridge.”

Elijah Reed was a ship captain from 
Brooklin, Maine, who came to Northum-
berland County in 1874, introduced a 
method for extracting large quantities of 
oil from menhaden and opened the first 
processing plant in the area. The town of 
Reedville is named for him.

In case you’re wondering who was first, 
the watermen or Reed, it was the water-
men. Reed was a come-here and a carpet-
bagger, but certainly not a damn yankee.

As a point of clarification, a yankee is 
anybody from north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. A “damn yankee” is a yankee with 
an undesirable attitude, a regular pain-in-
the-butt, characterized by constant put-
downs of our southern culture and futile 
attempts to mold us into boring, rude 
and obnoxious snobs. We’ve got nothing 
against carpetbaggers when everybody 
benefits.

And if you have to ask who Shorty was, 
“That bridge that brought you here, goes 
both ways.”

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

On page 8 of the January 
issue, Consumer Reports (CR) 
asks Virginians “Do you know 
what you’re paying for your 
electricity?...98% of customers 
had no idea how much they pay 
per kilowatt hour (kwh).”

The writer goes on to say it is 
not unusual for large utilities to 
take advantage of consumers’ 
lack of knowledge.

Virginia like most states is 
assessing how to implement 
the Clean Power Plan, which, 
according to a new study by 
Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy, would save the average 
home about $160 annually for 
electricity. 

But Dominion Virginia 
Power is going the other way: 
pushing to build expensive gen-
erating plants and an enormous 
$19 billion nuclear reactor. All 
while national electricity usage 
is flat or declining, according 
to the U.S. Energy Informa-
tion Administration (EIA). 
Total electricity sales fell in 
2015 for the fifth time in past 
eight years. The reactor and 
other expensive power plants 
would generate big profits for 
Dominion under current rules, 
with costs for these expensive 
solutions falling on custom-
ers. “CR opposes Dominion’s 
spendthrift plan… .”

To be fair, Dominion’s Vir-
ginia customers pay less per 

Dominion gets
low marks

kwh than the national aver-
age, per the EIA. In Novem-
ber 2016, we paid 11.52 cents 
against an average of 12.75 
cents. Let's keep it that way and 
ask our representatives and the 
State Corporation Commission 
to push back against Domin-
ion’s plans.

The root problem here is that 
Dominion Virginia Power is a 
monopoly. With no competi-
tion, they pretty much do as 
they please. Monopolies do not 
allow for choice as deregula-
tion does. And monopolies lose 
any incentive to innovate. 

For example, a “better solu-
tion” for everyone might be to 
go under the Rappahannock 
River with planned upgrades 
instead of using old, industrial 
era towers.

George R. Bott,
Lancaster

I was astounded to watch the 
“objectification of women,” a 
week ago Saturday, by the very 
women who screech about 
being “objectified.”

This “Women’s March,” aka 
“Hypocrisy on Parade,” was 
headlined by those who have 
profited greatly from being 
sexually “objectified.”

Madonna, a misnomer if 
ever there was one, fantasized 
out loud about blowing up 
the White House. This queen 

Marching to a
different beat

of sexual perversity actually 
thought she had the moral 
authority to lecture on women’s 
issues. Not to be overlooked, 
Ashley Judd, whose hysterical, 
utterly unhinged rant should 
have easily qualified her for a 
straight jacket and a one-way 
ticket to the looney bin.

Thrown in this toxic mix was 
guest speaker Donna Hylton, 
who was convicted of torturing 
a homosexual man to death. 
Incredibly, she only had to 
serve 23 years for her heinous 
crime too graphic to describe 
here.

These darlings of the left 
adorned themselves in themed 
hats. Some, not wanting to be 
outdone, created entire female 
genitalia costumes, head to 
toe, to demand respect for their 
“sex.”

Rife throughout were signs 
and slogans as vulgar and 
profane as their obscene “cos-
tumes” and themed hats and, as 
expected, the incessant demand 
for taxpayer-funded abortion.

Adding to this bizarre dis-
play was the promotion of 
Islam by Linda Sorsours, a 
Muslim proponent of Sharia 
law—the most heinous, hateful 
‘religious code’ against women 
ever devised. Unbelievably, 
Islam was wildly promoted 
even by the likes of keynote 
speaker and CIA covert agent 
Gloria ‘I helped destroy the 
family’ Steinem. Imagine the 
breathtaking, mind bending 
stupidity of that, a ‘religion’/
woman-hating-cult being her-
alded.

In sharp contrast last Friday 
was the Pro-Life March where 
signs and slogans promoted 
love of God, love of life, love 
of family. Amen to that.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Can you name the African 
Americans from Northumber-
land County who (whose):

-
vide college scholarships for 
students from Northumberland 
County.

them in Nigeria.

Magazine about their new job 
in 1970.

the front of the Northumber-
land courthouse.

Museum of African Ameri-
can History in D.C.

Answers: Alice Dameron, 
John Malcus Ellison, Wendell 
P. Russell, Isaiah and George 
Lawson, Reverends T. W. and 
George Morris with Jillian 
Muldrow.

Gayl Fowler,
Burgess

History quiz

I expect that some Trump sup-
porters are beginning to think 
about their own line in the sand.

Probably they’ll take the pipe-
line. Skepticism about global 
warming seems to be an article 
of faith. 

I assume they’ll accept the 

Time to 
draw the line

wall. We must have solid borders.
The Syrian refugee ban may be 

okay with them. There appears to 
be an escape clause from Chris-
tian principles that I haven’t yet 
grasped.   

But—are they willing to accept 
“alternative facts”?  Are lies no 
longer lies?

Will they take the president’s 
word that the press is composed 
of the most dishonest people in 
the world?

Are our voting procedures so 
inefficient as to let five million 
illegals vote?

From the liberal point of view, 
many things the president calls 
for are highly questionable, but 
this questioning is normal. Other 
things, if they are accepted, are 
just plain poison for a democracy. 

If what the president keeps 
repeating becomes “truth” no 
matter what we have seen with 
our own eyes, we are in serious 
trouble.

When the press is no longer 
respected as the people’s eyes on 
the activity of government, that is 
also extremely dangerous.

If the votes in an election can’t 
be counted on as an accurate 
reflection of the will of the people 
(as the president has claimed), 
then why have elections at all? 

Whether it’s out of ignorance 
or contempt or something more 
insidious, this president is mess-
ing with the foundations of our 
democratic system. Many con-
servatives must be asking them-
selves if the president will go too 
far. 

Alternative facts, a discredited 
press, disputed elections—these 
are glaring signposts on the road 
to a totalitarian state and we have 
already taken the first steps down 
that road. It’s time for the presi-
dent’s more thoughtful supporters 
to draw a line in the sand.

 Earl Simpson,
Wake

Sometimes you can find a 
friend in the most unusual places, 
especially in a world that appears 
to be so divided and fearful these 
days. Recently, I experienced a 
flat tire near Montross Middle 
School and was helped by a 
Good Samaritan named Shawn 
Brown.

Mr. Brown stopped to ask if 
I needed assistance. I explained 
help was on the way; however, he 
began working on repairing my 
tire and continued to assist when 
co-worker Ricky Wilkins arrived 
15 minutes later. Together they 
completed the task and I was 
quickly on my way.

Mr. Brown was under no obli-
gation to stop and help, but he 
did. His calm and caring manner, 
along with his expertise in help-
ing me with my tire problem was 
definitely a blessing. He gave of 
his time and effort and refused 
my offer of a monetary dona-
tion. It is encouraging to find that 
human decency is not dead and 
chivalry is alive and well in Mon-
tross. 

If anyone else finds themselves 
in need of a helping hand, I hope 
they have the experience of meet-
ing their own “Shawn Brown.”

Julie Weicht,
Heathsville

Finding a friend
in times of trouble
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Chesapeake Bank’s Tom Richardson 
helped the Lancaster Community Library 
write its next chapter.

Chesapeake Bank Vice President Tom Richardson wants 

everyone in the Northern Neck to have the opportunity to share 

his passion for reading. That is why he is so involved in 

the Lancaster Community Library. As president of the library’s 

board of directors, he helped raise two million dollars for 

an expansive, new building in Kilmarnock. At Chesapeake Bank, 

we’re all about community. What’s your passion?  #ICareAbout

97 North Main Street  804-435-1181  chesbank.com

©2017 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. Good for the month of January.

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Do you remember?
This undated aerial photo by the late Rappahannock Record photographer Bill Haislip shows 
Kilmarnock’s South Main Street. To the left is the Seventh Day Adventist Church. Grace 
Episcopal Church appears further up the street, reported Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 3, 1927, issue 

of the Rappahannock Record)

T. D. Ficklin Has Passed Away
 Mr. T. D. Ficklin, prominent merchant of 

Litwalton, died at his home Wednesday after-
noon at 2:00 o’clock. He suffered a stroke 
of paralysis a few days ago and his recovery 
was not expected. This was the second stroke 
he has had, the first being about a year ago.

Before engaging in the merchantile busi-
ness at Litwalton, Mr. Ficklin for many years 
represented the F. A. Davis & Sons Tobacco 
Co., and was well and favorably known 
throughout the entire Northern Neck and 
the Southside. Besides this position he has, 
at various times, held important connections 
which he always discharged with great credit 
to himself.

The deceased is survived by his wife and 
two children: two sisters, Jennie Ficklin and 
Mrs. Annie Beale Marston, both of Litwalton, 
and one brother, John Ficklin of Baltimore. 
Funeral services will be conducted Friday 
(tomorrow) at the home, and internment will 
take place at Aberdeen, home of Mrs. Fick-
lin. Mr. Ficklin was a valued member of Lan-
caster Union Lodge, No. 88, A.F. & A.M. He 
was also a faithful member of Bethel M. E. 
Church.

White Stone
 A reception was given to Professor Webb 

and bride last Monday evening at the school 
auditorium by the members of the Civic 
League.

We are glad to note Mrs. Otho Smith of 
Urbanna is improving, after her recent opera-
tion at Johnston-Willis Hospital, Richmond, 

Va. She is at the home of her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. V. C. Brown, of this place.

Miss Leroy Hutchings left Sunday for Bal-
timore, where she will go in training at the 
Maryland University Hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. W. Jackson and son, 
Howard, and Miss Mayola Clarke of Emmer-
ton, spent Sunday at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Miller.

Mrs. F. W. Edwards was taken to Mary 
Washington Hospital Sunday, where she will 
undergo an operation. Mr. and Mrs. Gordon 
Sommerville are in charge of her home here.

Mr. V. C. Brent opened up his barber shop 
here on Tuesday for business. His many 
friends are glad to have him locate in town 
again.

Mr. Daniel Popovich is assisting Mr. W. B. 
Ames in his cleaning and pressing shop. Mr. 
Ames is unable to be out, but is improving 
gradually, we are glad to note.

Mrs. W. A. Mercer spent the weekend with 
Miss Mary Pierce Hudnall of Hardings.

The drama entitled, “Eyes of Love,” which 
was postponed several weeks ago, was pre-
sented at the school auditorium on Tuesday 
evening by the Kilmarnock Dramatic Troupe.

Ocran
Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Fish of Baltimore, who 

have been visiting Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Moore, 
returned home Friday.

The Clipping Social, held at the Ocran 
Chapel last Tuesday evening, was quite a 
success—fifty dollars being realized.

Mrs. John Fisher, who has been sick, is 
much better at this writing.

Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Bellows and family 
were the weekend guests of Mr. J. C. Brew-
ington of Irvington.

Rev. and Mrs. T. F. Carroll were supper-
guests of Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Humphreys.

Misses Lucy and Mary Chase and spent 
the last weekend with Mrs. Randolph Hum-
phreys.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

YOUR LETTERS

Wow! I just read the ram-
bling, fact-devoid letter, “Trou-
bling hijinks,” in your January 
5 issue. The writer has written 
many letters that have appeared 
in your newspaper. This one is 
really “over the top.”

First, she claims to “know” 
that the Russians had nothing 
to do with any interference in 
our most recent Presidential 
election. She also “knows” that 
Wikileaks is a reliable source 
of information. And, she is 
certain that totally debunked 
stories about satanists in our 
government are true. Finally, 
President Obama did not order 
the Russians to close their 
embassy. These facts are just 
not true, as are virtually all the 
statements in this most recent 
letter.

It is my point, not that the 
writer is incorrect in what are 
her views (not facts), but that 
your newspaper prints her 
letter without any verification 
of facts and thereby tacitly 
implies that her information is 
correct. 

As a newspaper attempting 
to promote the truth and not 
false statements, I believe you 
should at least identify facts 
that are so easily corrected and 
which harm attempts to keep 
the truth under your banner. 
If you simply do not believe 
that you can correct obvious 
falsehoods, then perhaps you 
should not have printed the 
letter in the first place.

There are many online out-
lets the writer could use to 
promote her theories and obvi-
ously she knows well where to 
find them. You are not doing 
the community a service by 
printing such lies and conspira-
torial theories which are better 
left to the fringe, alt- and far-
right elements of our society 
from which they emanate.

Deborah Sommer,
White Stone

Fact check please

The front page headline on 
June 26, “Local patriots take 
part in Presidential Inaugura-
tion,” captured my attention. 
It is exciting to be invited to 
be part of such historic events 
no matter which candidate one 
might have backed along the 
way. 

Then on page 2 another 
headline: “Local marchers 
among throngs in D.C.” The 
individuals who got onto a bus 
at 4:30 a.m. on January 21 are 
no less “patriots” than those 
who attended the Inauguration. 
The event was no less historic. 
In fact, it might be argued that 
the march was more historic 
given the occurrence of a Presi-
dential Inauguration every four 

Patriots, too

years and a march that turned 
out to be the largest protest in 
U.S. history. 

As someone who partici-
pated in the Women’s March, it 
was an honor to be part of such 
a peaceful and powerful event.

Our great political system 
includes healthy debate, free 
expression of contradictory 
ideas, protests and marches 
and rallies and journalists who 
press for transparency and 
accuracy in their reporting. The 
choice the newspaper made to 
describe those in attendance 
at one event as “patriots” and 
those in attendance at the other 
event as “among the throngs,” 
carries a heavy weight at 
this time when politics have 
become so divisive.

Community newspapers can 
be invaluable by promoting 
civil discourse amongst neigh-
bors who are having very dif-
ferent experiences in this new 
political landscape. I would 
urge you to be more thought-
ful and respectful to all of us 
in this community as you write 
your headlines. Patriotism 
takes many forms and should 
be held in high esteem in all of 
them.

Kristi VanAudenhove,
White Stone

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701

FOR  SALE
2008 Chevrolet Uplander 

7-passenger van. 
New transmission, good tires. 
113,000 miles. $3,495.00. See at 
Southside Sentinel, Urbanna. 
Call 804-758-2328, extension 113.
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Bay HealthStyles February 25, 2016

H
ave you ever won-dered why you feel the way you do? What puts you in a good mood? What makes you feel down?

Answers lie in brain chemistry, wrote Loretta Graziano Breun-ing, PhD, author of “Habits of a Happy Brain: Retrain Your Brain to Boost Your Serotonin, Dopa-mine,  Oxytocin & Endorphin Levels.”
Breuning explains that when you feel good, your brain is releasing dopamine, endorphin, oxytocin or serotonin. These “happy chemicals” evolved in mammals (including humans) to help them survive. “Our brains don’t release happy chemicals until it sees a way to meet a sur-vival need, like food, safety, and social support,” explained Breun-ing. “And then you only get a quick chemical spurt, before your brain returns to neutral. This is why you feel up and [then] down.”

During this lull, people look for ways to feel good again. They might try eating, drinking, smok-ing or many other things that are enjoyable (see related story).“You can end up overdoing a happy habit to the point of unhappiness,” said Breuning.

Come on, get happy!Through repetition you can change your brain chemistry
by Tom Chillemi

Happy HabitsOnce you understand how the brain’s chemistry works, you can change old habits to “happy habits,” said Breun-ing. The process takes about six weeks. It involves repeating a new behavior for 45 days. Breuning doesn’t claim it’s easy. “Your old habits are like well-paved highways in your brain. New behaviors are hard to activate because they’re just narrow trails in your jungle of neurons. Unknown trails feel danger-ous and exhausting, so we’re tempted to stick to our familiar highways instead,” she said. By feeding your brain new experiences repeatedly, new circuits are formed.

Dopamine
Dopamine motivates you to get what you need. It’s released when you find what you need. Dopamine makes you remember something that has survival value. 

Endorphins 
Endorphins are the body’s natural pain killers. They are released by laughing or crying.Endorphins also can be released by varying an exercise routine, and stretching. “It takes strain to trigger endorphins, and if you keep straining the same place you risk injury,” said Breuning. “If you work new places with new exercise, moderate exer-tion can stimulate endorphins.”

Oxytocin
Trust is important to humans and mammals that rely on each other in the pack, herd or group. Oxyto-cin is released when we trust or feel trusted.Breuning recommends taking small steps that create positive expectations. “Each small experience 

of trust stimulates 
the good feeling 
of oxytocin, which 
connects more 
neurons that help 

trigger more.”

Serotonin
Serotonin is associ-ated with a secure social status. “People often protect themselves by insisting that social respect doesn’t matter or that it’s hopelessly unfair. But these rationales don’t soothe the mammal’s brain longing for the sense of security that social respect brings.”

Train your brainTo train your brain, Breuning recommends “cel-ebrating small victories every day.” Small steps add up to a bigger goal. The idea is to set attainable goals that you can enjoy, even if only for a few seconds. Applauding yourself might feel fake or forced, she said. “That’s normal because the [brain] circuits that berate your accomplishments feel strong and true.” 
Getting started is often the hardest part. Split large tasks into smaller pieces. Invest 10 minutes a day. “That builds the habit of facing tough challenges in small increments instead of being intimidated by them,” said Breuning.

Breuning said a person’s neural superhighways were built before age 8 and during puberty. As you age, your electricity flows down these highways effortlessly.
“Building new circuits in adulthood is surpris-ingly hard,” said Breuning. “Your old circuits are so efficient that avoiding them gives you the feeling that your survival is threatened. Any new circuits you build are flimsy by comparison. This is why change is difficult.”

Repetition is the key. If you persist, your neural 
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LANCASTER—Judge R. 
Michael McKenney presided 
over term day January 27 in 
Lancaster County Circuit 
Court.

The following cases were 
before the bench:

James Milton Veney of 
Hampton did not appear in 
court for probation violation 
on a felony conviction because 
he was not served. His case 
was continued to April 28.

Centrix Brandell Palmer of 
Lancaster did not appear in 
court for probation violation 
on two felony convictions due 
to a conflict with his employ-
ment. The judge granted 
defense a continuance to Feb-
ruary 17.

Allen Conaway of Wicom-
ico Church did not appear in 
court for probation violations 
on a felony and three misde-
meanor convictions. A motion 
by defense to continue to April 
28 was granted.

Frank Reese of Warsaw 
brought payments up to date on 
a $7,000 restitution judgement. 
His case will be reviewed again 
on July 28. 

“As long as you are in com-
pliance, the court will stay 
execution of the suspended jail 
sentence,” said Judge McKen-
ney.

Although he was not served, 
Kevin Johnson Hall of Lan-
caster voluntarily appeared in 
court on probation violations 
on three misdemeanor convic-
tions. Because his attorney was 
not present, the case was con-
tinued to March 3.

Brandy Nicole Bartron of 
Newport News was scheduled 
for a hearing on non-compli-
ance with assigned programs. 
The case was continued gen-
erally after she could not be 
served.

Matthew Quentin Rosner 
was not served on probation 
violation for two felony con-
victions. His case was contin-
ued to April 28.

Jerevon R. Henderson of 
Lancaster claimed he had been 
in compliance with participa-
tion in programs including 

substance abuse, but did not 
have documentation from the 
Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic. A hearing was set for 
March 10 and Henderson was 
ordered to appear with proof of 
compliance in order to avoid 
probation violation on a felony 
conviction. 

Brandon T. Fischer of White 
Stone, who was previously 
ordered to appear in court 
every Friday until he paid res-
titution on a misdemeanor con-
viction, paid $100 to the court. 
The judge ordered him to 
appear again and pay another 
$100 on February 3.

Andrew T. Jones of Lan-
caster had his sentence revoked 
on probation violations on 
three felony convictions after 
showing he was compliant in 
attending drug counseling, 
paying restitution and staying 
employed. He was released of 
supervised probation.

Wayne Larnell Ransome, in 
court on a felony conviction, 
was denied a restricted drivers 
license.

Purcell O’Neil Owens 
of Mollusk, on review on a 
deferred disposition of jail sen-
tence, was ordered to pay $50 
a month on $4,428.74 in resti-
tution. His attorney stated he 
was working overtime in order 
to pay it off. He was ordered to 
return on July 28 for a status 
review.

Randy M. Phipps, con-
victed of misdemeanor 
assault and battery of a family 
member, was in court for case 
review. Judge McKenney said 
he did not agree with Phipps’s 
sentence, but is “…bound by 
what Judge (Harry T.) Talia-
ferro did.” Because he was 
compliant, his case was dis-
missed. 

Dawn Marie Clarke of 
Sandston was not served on 
three felony charges of larceny, 
failure to appear and destruc-
tion of property. Trial was set 
for April 28.

Deante Verdel Jones of 
Kilmarnock was arraigned on 
pre-trial violation on a single 
charge of misdemeanor posses-
sion of marijuana. The judge 
ordered a capias for his arrest 

and set trial for February 17.
Jennifer L. George of 

White Stone was arraigned 
on 12 violations of pre-trial 
release conditions. She was 
granted a court appointed 
attorney. The case was con-
tinued to March 3.

A Grand Jury issued true 
bills of indictment in the cases 
of:

Hague, two true bills for grand 
larceny and entering property 
to commit assault and battery. 
Trial is set for March 3.

of Heathsville, two true bills 
for felony grand larceny and 
entering a structure to commit 
assault and battery. Trial is set 
for February 10.

of Lancaster, one true bill for 
felony grand larceny. Trial is 
set for February 10.

one true bill for misdemeanor 
embezzlement. Arraignment 
is set for February 3. Capias 
issued.

true bill for felony embezzle-
ment. Arraignment is set for 
February 3. Capias issued.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened for term day 
January 24. The following cases 
were heard by Judge R. Michael 
McKenney. 

A grand jury issued true bills 
of indictment in the case of:

-
ham, charged with felony pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance. Trial is set for March 14. 

-
burg, charged with felony grand 
larceny. Trial is set for May 9. 

Doswell, charged with three 
felonies of strangulation with 
wound and injury, producing or 
making child porn and possess-
ing child porn. Trial is set for 
April 18. 

-
burg, charged with two felo-
nies of intentionally destructing 
property and burglary. Trial is 
set for March 14. 

-
ville, charged with felony third 
offense driving while intoxi-
cated. He is also charged with 
two misdemeanors of driving 
with a suspending license. Trial 
is set for February 28. 

-
ville, charged with two felonies 
of grand larceny and entering a 
structure to commit assault and 
battery. Trial is set for May 9. 

-
ville, charged with felony mali-
cious wounding. Jury trial is set 
for April 4 and 5. 

Weems, charged with two 
felonies of entering a house to 
commit assault and battery and 
grand larceny. Trial is set for 
March 21. 
Trials 

The case of Shuvon K. Ball 
of Heathsville, charged with 
a felony offense of malicious 
wounding and a misdemeanor 
offense of assault and battery, 
was continued to May 9. 

The case of Harvey L. Black-
well of Heathsville, charged 

with two felony offenses of 
manufacturing a controlled 
substance, was continued to 
April 25. 

Emily Gaines of Kilmar-
nock, charged with four felony 
offenses of three counts of 
manufacturing a controlled sub-
stance and failing to appear, and 
two misdemeanors of violating 
pretrial conditions and selling 
or distributing a schedule VI 
Drug, was not prosecuted at the 
time of trial. 

Travers C. Eubank of White 
Stone, charged with two felo-
nies of grand larceny and enter-
ing a house to commit assault 
and battery, was not prosecuted 
at the time of trial. 

The case of Jacob W. Foster 
of Lottsburg, charged with three 
misdemeanors of a probation 
violation and two counts of fail-
ing to appear, was continued to 
April 28. 

The case of Steven C. Gaskins 
of Heathsville, charged with 
five felonies of identity theft, 
three counts of forgery and one 
count of perjury, and three mis-
demeanors of driving under a 
suspended license, falsely iden-
tifying self to law enforcement, 
and second offense of driving 
while intoxicated, was contin-
ued to May 9. 

The case of Montelle L. 
Reaves of Callao, charged with 
a felony offense of selling or 
distributing imitation schedule 
I/II drugs, was continued to 
February 7. 

The case of Charles L. Taylor 
of Hague, charged with a felony 
offense of a probation violation, 
was continued to July 25. 

William Thompson of 
Heathsville, charged with two 
felony offenses of manufactur-
ing a controlled substance, was 
not prosecuted at the time of 
trial. 
Arraignments 

The case of Keith A. Branem 
of Richmond, charged with a 
felony of a probation violation, 
was continued to February 28. 

Michael Crockett of Lan-
caster was charged with a mis-

demeanor of failing to appear in 
court. He also has two felonies 
of a probation violation. Trial is 
set for February 7. 

The case of Curt Dowdy of 
Farnham, charged with a felony 
offense of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance, is set for trial 
February 14. 

The case of William Wolfe 
of Glen Allen, charged with a 
misdemeanor offense of a pro-
bation violation, is set for trial 
February 7. 
Other cases 

The case of Brian Luckham 
of Kilmarnock, charged with 
five felonies of three counts of 
manufacturing a controlled sub-
stance and two counts of pos-
sessing a controlled substance, 
was continued to May 23. 

The case of Jon Michael 
Lynch of Draper, charged with 
four felony offenses of manu-
facturing a controlled sub-
stance, was dismissed. 

The case of Tonya R. L. 
Brown of Reedville, charged 
with a misdemeanor of possess-
ing marijuana, is set for trial for 
March 21. 

The case of Tyrell O. Brown 
of Hague, charged with a misde-
meanor of a probation violation 
and four felonies of manufac-
turing a controlled substance, is 
set for trial for May 30. 

The case of Dontay N. Davis 
of Heathsville, charged with a 
felony offense of rape, is set for 
trial April 18. 

The case of Lacey R. Edwards 
of Heathsville, charged with a 
misdemeanor of a violation of 
weekend service was dismissed. 

The case of Jazman J. Green 
of Heathsville, charged with 
two misdemeanors of selling or 
distributing marijuana, is set for 
trial May 23. 

The case of Cecil M. Jack-
son, charged with misdemean-
ors of manufacturing schedule 
IV drug and selling and distrib-
uting a schedule IV drug, is set 
for trial March 28. 

The case of Maurice S. Lee 
of Hague, charged with a felony 
of manufacturing a controlled 
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The case of Corey Moody Jr. 
of Kilmarnock, charged with 
two misdemeanors of selling 
and distributing marijuana, is 
set for trial May 23. 

The case of Heather L. Sebra 
of Farnham, charged with a 
misdemeanor of assault and 
battery, is set for trial March 28. 

The case of Crystal G. Smith 
of Caret, charged with a felony 
charge of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance, was set for 
trial March 14. 

The case of Jeremy L. Smith 
of Lancaster, charged with three 
felony offenses of two counts of 
manufacturing a controlled sub-
stance and selling and distribut-
ing an imitation substance, is 
set for trial May 9. 

The case of Anthony J. Tall-
ent of Reedville, charged with 
misdemeanor possession of 
marijuana, is set for trial March 
21. 

The case of Herbert Wash-
ington of Caret, charged with 
felony manufacturing of a 
controlled substance, is set for 
March 14. 

The case of Keyvone T. Wil-
liams of Weems, charged with 
a felony charges of entering a 
house to commit assault and 
battery and grand larceny, is set 
for trial March 21. 

The case of Dwayne S. Ball 
of Richmond, charged with a 
felony probation violation and 
a misdemeanor of failing to 
appear in court, was dismissed. 

The case of Michael G. 
Holmes of Kinsale, charged 
with a felony of giving a false 
statement on a criminal history 
consent, was dismissed. 

The case of Kirk L. Lampkin 
of Burgess, charged with mis-
demeanors of contempt of court 
and a probation violation, was 
continued to April 25. 

The case of Devon Robin-
son of Heathsville, charged 
with a felony and misdemeanor 
offense of a probation violation, 
was continued to April 25. 

The case of John C. Steven-
son of Hague, charged with a 
misdemeanor of distributing 
a schedule VI drug, was dis-
missed. 

The case of Ciara M. Tomlin 

of Kilmarnock, charged with a 
felony offense of conspiring to 
distribute a schedule II drug, 
was dismissed. 

The case of Clifton B. 
Tomlin, charged with a felony 
of manufacturing a controlled 
substance, was continued to 
April 25. 

Joseph A. Casey Jr. of North, 
charged with a two felonies of 
a bad check: larceny and failing 
to appear, was sentenced on the 
bad check charge with one year 
of supervised probation. The 
failing to appear charge was 
dismissed. 

The case of William Laro-
chelle of Heathsville, charged 
with two felony offenses of 
reckless child care and manu-
facturing a controlled sub-
stance, was continued to July 
25. 

Damien D. Towles of Farn-
ham, charged with two felony 
offenses of possessing a con-
trolled substance and a proba-
tion violation, was sentenced 
to one year of supervised pro-
bation. The probation violation 
charged was dismissed. 
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