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WASHINGTON, D.C—Promising 
to put “America first,” Republican 
Donald John Trump on January 20 
was sworn in as the 45th president of 
the United States.

While many folks watched the cer-
emony unfold on television or com-
puter, a few of their neighbors had a 
“front row seat.”

After a distinguished career in the 
U.S. Army, retired helicopter pilot 
Jesse Dize’s 26-year service was hon-
ored last Friday when he participated 
with other pilots in the inaugural 
parade.

Donald J. Trump takes the oath of office. Photo by Mike Crowther

Local patriots take part in 
Presidential Inauguration

Pilots representing the 48th Assault Helicopter Company from left are Jesse Dize of Ditchley, Robert 
Ingles of North Carolina, Benjamin Gay of Lenexa and Brock Nicholson of North Carolina. Photo courtesy 
of Jesse Dize

by Audrey Thomasson “It’s something to put on one’s 
bucket list,” said the Northumber-
land County native and hometown 
hero.

“They were hailed as heroes by 
the parade announcer, who said they 
were all award-winning combat vet-
erans,” said Dize’s wife, Sheila, who 
was seated at Pennsylvania and Madi-
son avenues with other wives for 
the parade. “It did us good as wives. 
We’ve never had that before.”

Connie Henderson of Kilmarnock 
and Michael Crowther of White Stone 
were volunteers directing crowds 
while Dize rode down Pennsylvania 
Avenue in a Huey helicopter.

Salute to Vietnam veterans
The inaugural parade saluted vet-

erans from all branches of the ser-
vice. Among those honored were 30 
men of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots 
Association’s North Carolina Chap-
ter, including Dize.

Deployed to Ninh-hoa, Vietnam, in 
April 1971, Dize flew combat assaults 
extending into Laos and Cambodia 
and supported South Korea. 

Because Vietnam’s thick jungle 
growth made it impossible to detect 
the enemy on the ground, he said, “We 
did “sniffer” missions…for fire detec-

PATRIOTS, continued on page A2

LANCASTER—At the January 
19 meeting of the Lancaster planning 
commission, members sent a rezoning 
request for Dug in Farms to supervi-
sors with their blessing.

The application by Carolyn Quinn 
requests two parcels from residential 
to agriculture, to add livestock to her 
farm. The parcels total 8.761 acres 
along Fleets Bay Road.

“I have a very small operation on the 
back of my property, not adjoining any 
other. I’d like to add up to six hogs in 
2018,” Quinn said.

She grows produce which she sells 
on the premises. 

“There’s always been a farm there,” 
said supervisor Bill Lee, who is liaison 

to the commission. He noted several 
farms raised cows and other animals in 
the past between Fleets Bay and Boys 
Camp roads.

The vote was unanimous, 5-0 
among members present, Ty Brent, 
Tara Booth, Bob Smart, Glen Pinn 
and David Chupp. Steve Sorensen 
and Tom Richardson did not attend 
the meeting.

In other business, members reviewed 
suggested text amendments to three 
articles of the zoning ordinances.

The changes, which were made at 
the November meeting, affect articles 
1-definitions, 8-commercial district, 
8-A, commercial limited district and 
9-industrial limited district. A related 
public hearing is set for the next com-
mission meeting on February 16.

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmar-
nock Town Council met briefly 
Monday, January 23, to consider an 
ordinance for a nonexclusive fran-
chise agreement with MetroCast 
Communications. 

The ordinance allows MetroCast to 
assign, operate and maintain a com-
munity television system. 

Council member Rebecca Nunn 
moved to approve the ordinance with 
MetroCast and Emerson Gravatt sec-
onded. The motion passed on a unani-
mous 6-0 vote. 

Council also discussed a special 
meeting called on January 10 regard-
ing a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) between the town and Bon 
Secours Rappahannock General Hos-
pital. 

The MOU was required in order for 
the hospital to participate in a federal 
program under the Public Health Ser-
vices Act.

“RGH discovered in December that 
they had not gotten a memorandum of 
understanding with the town and they 
needed it in order to be eligible for a 

LANCASTER—A Lancaster man 
serving a life sentence for the murder of 
a young mother in 1985 claims authori-
ties concealed evidence in the 30-year-
old case.

The Innocence Project of the Uni-
versity of Virginia School of Law last 
month filed an amendment with the 
Clerk of Lancaster County Circuit Court 
to an earlier motion for habeas corpus in 
the case of Emerson Stevens, convicted 
in 1986 of the murder of Mary Keyser 
Harding. 

Habeas corpus is a recourse in law 
whereby a person can report an unlaw-
ful detention or imprisonment before a 
court. 

It took two trials in 1986 to convict 
Stevens of abducting the mother of two 
from her home on August 22, 1985, 
while her children were asleep in the 
house. Five days later, her body was 
found in shallow water near Belle Isle 
Marsh, off the Rappahannock River. 
Stevens was sentenced to 164 years and 
a day in prison. He has maintained his 
innocence over three decades.

The newly acquired exculpatory evi-
dence comes from a box of materials 
related to the investigation which was 
never turned over to Stevens’ defense 
counsel, according to the amendment. 
The material was discovered last year at 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

According to the amendment, the con-
tents of the box include an FBI report 
identifying a number of additional viable 

suspects; several witness statements in 
interviews that conflict with their court 
testimony; disclosure of witnesses 
whose statements could have impeached 
the testimony of prosecution witnesses; 
and, evidence of coercion of witnesses 
by the state’s chief investigator.

Litigation attorneys Jennifer Givens 
and Deirdre Enright, professors at the 
UVA Innocence Project, are asking the 
court to vacate the conviction.

“Mr. Stevens was convicted of a crime 
he did not commit…The Common-
wealth’s failure to disclose the excul-
patory evidence on which those false 
testimony claims are based violates its 
obligations in Brady versus Maryland,” 
they wrote, citing legal precedent. 

The UVA branch of Innocence Project 
has been investigating Stevens’s convic-
tion since 2010. In 2012, they had DNA 
testing done on the only direct evidence 
used in his conviction, a single stand of 
brown hair found on a shirt in his truck. 
A year later, forensic scientists said the 
testing was inconclusive.

Lancaster Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jan Smith said the original habeas 
corpus motion filed last fall claims the 
science used on the hair in 1986 is no 
longer valid. Additionally, it indicates 
the medical examiner no longer believes 
the knife in evidence caused the victim’s 
wounds and that the prosecution know-
ingly delivered false testimony from wit-
nesses.

Alice Armstrong with the Attor-
ney General’s office in Richmond 
is expected to file a response to the 
motion on Friday.

Innocence Project casts doubt
on Stevens murder conviction

by Audrey Thomasson

Proposed livestock
operation gets nod
from commission

by Audrey Thomasson

Town approves franchise
agreement with MetroCast

by Madison White Franks

TOWN, continued on page A2
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Volunteer Connie Henderson was issued these 
credentials for the inaugural events.

tion” in order to locate enemy 
camps below.

The pilots’ jobs also included 
flying troops in and out of battle 
zones and what Dize called 
“ash and trash” supply missions 
delivering food, the “Stars and 
Stripes” newspapers and mail. 
Dize had a close call when a 
rocket propelled grenade (RPG) 
prematurely exploded, wound-
ing him with shrapnel. 

His efforts earned him three 
distinguished flying cross 
medals, two bronze stars and the 
Legion of Merit, according to his 
wife.

The 30 pilots who participated 
in Friday’s inaugural event had a 
total of 22,000 combat hours, 
said Dize.

The men began gathering in 
the Pentagon parking lot at 2 
a.m. Friday where they were sub-
jected to searches by dogs and 
security officials before getting a 
Capitol Police motorcycle escort 
into Washington. They towed six 
helicopters through the Capital 
streets, including the Huey (UH-
1H), considered the work horse 
of Vietnam. It carries a blue star, 
the symbol of the 48th Assault 
Helicopter Company assigned to 
Vietnam from November 1965 
through August 1972, one of the 
longest combat records of any 
Army aviation unit, he noted. 

Their escort led them down 
several city streets that were 
blocked off, forcing them to turn 
the six choppers around with 
each wrong turn before finally 
reaching their destination for the 
start of the parade.

While waiting for the start, 
Dize said he met people from 
around the world. “I met a 
Navajo code talker from World 
War II and the Army honor guard 
serving in Arlington National 
Cemetery.”

“The parade was two hours 
late due to the demonstrators,” 
he said. While the demonstra-
tors weren’t visible, they could 
be heard. “Someone told me 

President Donald J. Trump’s limo moves along the parade route. Photo by Connie Henderson

there were newspaper ads offer-
ing $1,600 to anyone who turned 
out to demonstrate.”

Despite the rain and delay, the 
streets were filled with people 
and law enforcement officers 
from across the nation including 
Virginia, Texas, North Carolina 
and Indiana. 

“I’m glad I did it, but I’ll never 
do it again,” said Dize, who 
returned to the hotel at 10 p.m. 
“We had fun touring Washington 
at night. We saw a lot of people 
in gowns and tuxedos.”

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Saturday morning 
came early for the Northern Neck Marchers, an 
organization formed to allow interested parties to 
participate in the Women’s March on Washington. 

Approximately 55 participants met at 4:30 a.m. 
in Kilmarnock to travel to Washington on a bus. 

“The Women’s March on Washington will send 
a bold message to our new government on their 
first day in office and to the world that women’s 
rights are human rights,” according to the march’s 
mission statement.

“The march was fantastic. We met women and 
men from all over the country. It was very diverse 
and the speakers were fired up. The march was 
very positive,” said Hope Jackson, the coordinator 
of the trip. 

“We arrived at Robert F. Kennedy stadium 

before 9 a.m. and decided to divide into four 
groups so we could each keep track and support 
each other more efficiently. Each group headed 
out on their own. Our group ended up at Indepen-
dence and 6th for the rally. There were so many 
people that our area couldn’t participate in the 
march,” she said. 

“Not sure how many of us or others marched. 
There were no protests against the march at all, no 
arrests and no problems,” added Jackson. 

In a recent press release, Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
indicated he hopes his presence at the march sent 
a strong signal to everyone that Virginia is open to 
everyone. 

“Women’s rights have been something that have 
been fundamental to the core of my being,” he 
said. 

CNN reported more than a million people par-
ticipated in the march.

An estimated 55 people joined the Northern Neck Marchers to attend the Women’s March on 
Washington Saturday, January 21. 

Ann Perry holds her sign as she marches 
through Washington, D.C.

Aline Johnson of Irvington and Lucy Gilbert of 
White Stone participated in the march with a 
Unitarian Church Group from Richmond. 

by Madison White Franks

Local marchers among throngs in D.C.

Local volunteers
Event volunteers were sub-

jected to Secret Service clear-
ance, several advance training 
sessions and security checks on 
the big day.

“They wouldn’t allow anyone 
to bring in anything like selfie 
sticks or umbrellas,” said 

Crowther, who received an 
invitation to volunteer from the 
inaugural committee.

“Most of the other volunteers 
worked in the campaign, so I 
don’t know how they got my 
name,” he said.

Assigned to a seated section 
fairly close to the podium where 
the oath of office was given, 
Crowther’s job was to check 
tickets and direct people to their 
seats.

“I enjoyed the excitement of 
being there live,” he said. “Con-
trary to what was reported, there 
was a sea of people there. The 
place was full by the time of the 
swearing in.”

Henderson was invited to par-
ticipate as a Trump supporter. 

“I was stationed at 14th 
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue 
where I could direct the dig-
nitaries to their seats for the 
parade later that day,” she said. 
However, after the parade delay 
she was reassigned to the White 
House security area. “I was so 

excited because that gave me 
permission to go where most 
could not.”

When protestors approached 
the Veterans Affairs Building 
where Henderson was having 
lunch, the building was put on 
lockdown and volunteers were 
sent to the basement until the 
protestors passed. 

“I had never seen so much 
security,” she said. “So many 
military people and police from 
all over the country were on the 
ground and snipers on the roofs. 
A helicopter circled the area 
continuously.”

Henderson was lucky enough 
to be very close to the Presiden-
tial Viewing Station, so she was 
only a few feet away when Pres-
ident Trump and Vice President 
Michael R. Pence arrived.

Crowther and Henderson 
enjoyed their experience, felt 
they were treated well and said 
they would do it all again.

“I was there. I saw history in 
the making,” said Henderson. 

Patriots take part in Presidential Inauguration
continued from page A1

federal drug reimbursement and reduced price program,” said 
town manager Tom Saunders.

“The federal deadline was January 11 so we could not wait 
until the regular meeting. We felt that in order to support RGH 
and our community and to make these crossroads available, it 
was worth the inconvenience of calling a special meeting and 
dealing with that matter at that time,” said Saunders.

Town council
continued from page A1

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

ALASKA the Last Frontier
September 6-17, 2017

Fabulous 11 day cruise/tour.  
Marvel at the beautiful 
glaciers, view bears in their 
own habitat, pan for gold. 

A vacation of a lifetime!

Buy one...anything in the shop,

Get one FREE...
anything of equal or less value!

Irvington shop only...in stock items only...limited time only

9 to 3 seven days weekly...804 438 6010

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

New Exhibit January 3 - 28

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Vote for your favorite artwork

You
Be The Judge

Lancaster Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie this week 
reported charges against six 
individuals.
Felonies

Gregory A. Pratt Jr, 24, 
of White Chapel Road, was 
charged January 18 with felony 
probation violation.

Doraine E. Noel, 23, of 
Greentown Road, was charged 
January 19 with the felony of 
threatening to bomb or damage 
a building, brandish a machete 
or other weapon and destruc-
tion of property under $1,000.
Misdemeanors

A River Road man, 22, was 
charged January 16 with three 
counts of contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor.

A Gaskins Road man, 24, 
was charged January 19 with 
assault and battery.

A Jessie duPont Highway 
woman, 23, was charged Janu-
ary 20 with contempt of court.

A Greenvale Road man, 60, 
was charged January 20 with 
destruction of property under 
$1,000 and trespassing. 
Activity report

Jan. 16: Staff responded to 
the 200 block of Cherry Point 
Drive to investigate the report 
of a missing juvenile, to the 
200 block of Gemini Road for 
a possible suicidal subject and 
to the 6700 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a suspicious person.

Jan. 17: Staff responded to 
the 200 block of Rocky Neck 
Road to investigate the report 
of unauthorized use of an auto-
mobile, to the 8800 block of 
Mary Ball Road for threats to 
harm another, to the 200 block 
of Wiggins Avenue to investi-
gate the discovery of possible 
skeletal remains (determined 
not to be human or animal 
remains) and to the 400 block 
of Greentown Road for a 
domestic disturbance with 
threats to burn the residence.

Jan. 18: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of School Street 
to assist Kilmarnock Police 
Department with the report 
of a missing child, to the 100 
block of Rowes Point for a bur-
glary in progress (incident was 
reported by a dementia patient 
and was unfounded), to the 
Lively/Mary Ball Road area 
for a truck spilling hazardous 
fluids on the highway, to the 
2800 block of White Chapel 
Road for a vehicle striking a 
building and to the 200 block 
of Greenfield Road to assist 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff ’s Office with a 911 hang up.

Jan. 19: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of New South 
Road for a trespasser, to the 
100 block of School Street 
to investigate the report of 
a stolen cellphone, to Old 

Orchard and Mary Ball roads 
for a stolen vehicle license 
plate, to the 6600 block of 
Windmill Point Road for gun-
shots in the late evening, to 
the 100 block of Holly Haven 
Road for a domestic distur-
bance with threats of assault 
and to Jessie duPont Highway 
for a reckless driver.

Jan. 20: Staff responded to 
White Chapel and Courthouse 
roads to assist Virginia State 
Police (VSP) with the arrest 
of two subjects, to Sandlin 
Drive after receiving a report 
of a missing 18 year old from 
Northumberland (subject was 
located and their welfare was 
confirmed), to Old Orchard 
and White Chapel roads for an 
intoxicated driver and to the 
800 block of Rappahannock 
Drive for the report of a suspi-
cious vehicle.

Jan. 21: Staff responded to 
the 2900 block of Merry Point 
Road for the report of the dis-
covery of a stolen bicycle, to 
the 400 block of Lancaster 
Creek Drive to investigate the 
stealing of electricity, to the 
1100 block of Belmont Drive 
for a domestic disturbance 
involving alcohol and to the 
100 block of Clark Road for a 
suspicious person walking on 
the roof of the building.

Jan. 22: Staff responded to 
the 600 block of North Main 
Street to assist VSP with the 
search of a vehicle for narcot-
ics.

Staff also conducted 13 traf-
fic stops, issued 11 summonses, 
assisted four motorists, recorded 
two deer strike accidents, han-
dled a call for traffic control, 
investigated five building alarms, 
processed a mental health order, 
logged three inmate transports, 
received five E911 hang-up calls 
and fielded two calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
department responded to a fire/
smoke alarm on Breezy Point 
Drive.

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department re sponded to 
a traffic crash on River Road.

Northumberland Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this 
week reported charges against 
18 individuals.
Felonies

Tara Flannigan Miller, 30, of 
Big Prairie, Ohio, was charged 
January 9 on a direct indict-
ment from the Northumberland 
County Multi-jurisdictional 
Grand Jury for embezzling 
money from Hickory Ground 
Solutions.

Kevin Dewayne Thompson, 
39, of Callao, was charged 
January 10 with breaking and 
entering a dwelling at night, 

abduction, assault and bat-
tery. He also was charged with 
obstruction communications 
through a wireless device to 
call for help and destruction of 
property. These were Northum-
berland County charges and 
were served by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Herbert Washington Jr., 37, 
of Caret, was charged January 
12 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with selling/distributing a 
Schedule II substance.

Maurice Shervon Lee, 30, of 
Hague, was charged January 
12 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with feloniously selling/
distributing a Schedule II sub-
stance.

Crystal G. Smith, 34, of 
Caret, was charged January 
12 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-jurisdictional Grand 
Jury for selling/distributing a 
Schedule II substance.

Shelley Myers Peddicord, 25, 
of Callao, was charged January 
12 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with selling/distributing a 
Schedule I substance.

Brian Chandler Luckham 
of Kilmarnock, was charged 
January 17 on a direct indict-
ment from the Northumberland 
County Multi-jurisdictional 
Grand Jury with two felony 
counts of possession of a 
Schedule II substance.

Vanessa Leigh Goldsmith, 
37, of Burgess, was charged 
January 18 with assaulting a 
police office, two counts of 
assaulting family members, 
resisting arrest and escaping 
confinement.

David Troy Erceling-
Dodson, 20, of Weems, was 
charged January 22 with aggra-
vated sexual battery with force 
and assault and battery.
Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg woman, 39, was 
charged January 12 on a direct 
indictment from the Northum-
berland County Multi-jurisdic-
tional Grand Jury with posses-
sion of marijuana.

A Heathsville man, 28, was 
charged January 12 on a direct 

RICHMOND COUNTY—
One person was killed 
Monday, January 23, when 
the car she was driving ran 
off the road and struck a tree. 

The crash occurred at 
approximately 4:23 p.m. on 
Richmond Road west bound, 
1½ miles east of Newbill 
Road in Richmond County.

Virginia State Police (VSP) 
Trooper E.D. Haynie is inves-
tigating the crash.

Police said a 2004 
Oldsmobile Alero was trav-
eling west on Route 360 
when it ran off the road to 
the left and struck two trees. 
The driver, Gwendolyn M. 
Gaines, 79, of Callao died at 
the scene. She was wearing 
a seatbelt.

Speed is being considered 
a factor in the crash, which 
remains under investigation, 
reported VSP Sgt. Stephan 
Vick.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster County Crime Solvers 
board recently released a statis-
tics report for the month ending 
October 10, 2016, and accumula-
tive statistics since the organiza-
tion’s inception on September 1, 
1985, reported president Ronnie 
Crockett.

For the period ending Octo-
ber 10, three calls were issued. 
Cases included three burglaries, 
one narcotics, one fugitive, one 
probation violation and one other 
case. One case was solved and 
three remain under investigation. 
In related action, one defendant 
was tried and found guilty.

In the running tally since 
Crime Solvers was organized 
here, 1,497 calls were issued. 
Cases included 28 related to 
school policy, 14 homicides, four 
rape, 18 robbery, 30 aggravated 
assault, 69 burglary, 161 larceny/
non auto theft, 20 larceny/auto 
theft, two arson, one bomb threat, 
342 narcotics, 50 fraud, 516 fugi-

tive, 19 vandalism, 44 probation 
violators, 21 child support, 37 

shooters of persons or property 
and one kidnapping.

Some 685 cases were solved 
and 57 remain under investiga-
tion. Defendants tried totaled 
411, defendants convicted totaled 
367 for a 93% conviction rate.

The value of recovered stolen 
property totaled $381,140, value 
of recovered narcotics totaled 
$169,060, and value of property 
recovered from narcotics raids 
totaled $83,334, for an overall 
value totaling $633,534.

Master deputy Judy Scott 
Boyer is the Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers coordinator, said 
Crockett.
Organization

He noted that the Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers is a Crime 
Stoppers program.

Crime Stoppers was the brain-
child of Albuquerque detective 
Greg MacAleese, who was con-

cerned by the number of unsolved 
cases he and fellow detectives 
were working. He felt informa-
tion to solve the crime was avail-
able from someone other than the 
criminal. 

Members of the community, 
media and law enforcement 
partnered to offer crime-solving 
assistance to law enforcement 

-
gram was born on September, 8, 
1976.

Crime Stoppers programs 
combat three major problems 
faced by law enforcement:

To resolve these problems, 
Crime Stoppers offers anonymity 
to those who provide information 
about crimes, and pays rewards 
when information leads to an 
arrest.

The media routinely publishes 
case information and numbers to 
call.

indictment from the Northum-
berland County Multi-juris-
dictional Grand Jury with two 
counts of selling/distributing 
marijuana.

A Reedville man, 39, was 
charged January 12 on a direct 
indictment from the Northum-
berland County Multi-jurisdic-
tional Grand Jury with posses-
sion of marijuana.

A Kilmarnock man, 25, was 
charged January 12 on a direct 
indictment from the Northum-
berland County Multi-juris-
dictional Grand Jury with two 
misdemeanor counts of selling/
distributing marijuana.

A Tappahannock man, 39, 
was charged January 16 with 
criminal trespassing, resisting 
arrest and being drunk in public.

A Reedville man, 39, was 
charged January 19 with pos-
session of marijuana, first 
offense.

A Reedville man, 50, was 
charged January 20 with failing 
to appear in Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A Glen Allen man, 27, was 
charged with a capias to show 
cause for failing to obey a court 
order. This was a Northumber-
land County capias and was 
served by the Henrico County 
Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 35, was 
charged January 22 on a capias 
to show cause for failing to 
obey a court order.

Lancaster Crime Solvers board releases 
statistical report and program explanation

One killed 
in single-car
traffic crash

Crime Stoppers programs 
extend around the world and are 
represented in the U.S., Canada, 
Caribbean and Latin America, 
Europe, Australia and the South/

Calls to Crime Stoppers are 
received on secured non-recorded 

Callers are given a number, no 
names are taken and phone num-

-
tors receive only the information 
provided by the caller.

Crime Stoppers/Solvers and 
its callers are protected by the 
Code of Virginia. According to 
15.2-1713.1, section B, evidence 
of a communication or any 
information contained therein 
between a person submitting 
a report of an alleged criminal 
act to a “Crime Stoppers” orga-
nization and the person who 
accepted the report on behalf of 
the organization is not admis-
sible in a court proceeding. Law-
enforcement agencies receiving 
information concerning alleged 
criminal activity from a “Crime 
Stoppers” organization shall 

-
ant to subdivision A 3 of 2.2-
3706.

This section further states 
under subdivision A3, Prohibited 
releases, that the identity of any 
individual providing information 
about a crime or criminal activ-
ity under a promise of anonymity 
shall not be disclosed.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors 
meeting will start with a fiscal year 2016 audit presentation by 
Paul Lee of Robinson Farmer Cox Associates. The meeting will 
convene at 7 p.m. tonight, January 26, in the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Also on the agenda are 2016 activity reports from the wetlands 
board and the board of zoning appeals. Supervisors will schedule 
a joint meeting with the school board to review the draft 2018 
school budget.

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Last week I traveled up to Stratford Hall 
for the annual open house commemo-

rating Robert E. Lee’s birthday. My focus 
in going there this time was to see the re-
restored dining room. Several years ago The 
Robert E. Lee Memorial Association, which 
owns the plantation, began an extensive re-
interpretation of the mansion’s appearance.

When the association acquired the estate in 
1929 it commissioned the noted neo-classical 
architect, Fiske Kimball, to supervise the res-
toration prior to the house being opened to 
the public. Kimball was a great admirer of 
Thomas Jefferson’s architectural ability and 
saw himself as carrying on the tradition of 
Jeffersonian neo-classicism.

In that vein he sought to return Stratford 
Hall to what he considered would have been 
its 18th-century appearance. In the process he 
removed a staircase that had been installed by 
General Lighthorse Harry Lee and did away 
with General Lee’s amendments to the dining 
room. Fortunately, many of the architectural 
pieces that he removed were kept in storage, 
thereby becoming the primary resources for 
placing them back where they had originated. 

In the current system, under the supervi-

sion of the late Paul Reber, the executive 
director of the association who died in 2015, 
the stairway was re-installed and the Federal 
parlor returned to its design during Gen-
eral Lee’s stewardship. The dining room has 
undergone the most profound re-interpreta-
tion of all. A separating wall has been moved 
back to where the General had placed it, and 
the original colors there have been researched 
and repainted. The room is spectacular, as is 
the Federal parlor, also returned to its early 
nineteenth-century color.

Kimball was a great student of the past, 
but I think at Stratford Hall he overdid him-
self. Buildings have organic lives and the 

additions to the mansion that were incor-
porated by Lighthorse Harry Lee were inte-
gral parts of the building’s history. Because 
of the recent undertakings, the visitor there 
today sees the home more as it has evolved 
over almost three centuries, thus bringing it 
alive for our time and making the many his-
torical figures who lived there real people as 
opposed to being mere passersby in history 
books.

On the first floor the on-going research has 
brought about a transformation of the large 
storeroom, located directly under the Great 
Hall, back to a more plausible understanding 
of its original purpose. A small section of the 
ceiling has been left open for visitors to see 
the massive floor joists and the underside of 
the flooring of the Great Hall.

Briefly in his early career Kimball was the 
founding chairman of the University of Vir-
ginia’s Department of Art and Architecture 
and although he left that position to serve 
for the last 30 years of his life as Director 
of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Virginia 
remained a vital part of his life. He super-
vised the restoration of Monticello and 
designed for himself a Jeffersonian inspired 

retreat, “Shack Mountain,” two miles outside 
of Charlottesville.

The latter structure he modeled after Jef-
ferson’s design for “Farmington,” and when 
he died in 1955, he left the property to the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, which in turn 
sold it to an engineering professor at the Uni-
versity of Virginia. The property is a moun-
tain villa similar to Monticello with broad 
views of the outlying hills and vales. “Shack 
Mountain” recently was on the market for 
$3.25 million, down from the initial asking 
price of $4.4 million.

The work at Stratford Hall is not complete, 
for as more research is undertaken and more 
learned of the growth of the mansion over the 
course of its near three centuries, the under-
standing of its passage will continue to be re-
examined and re-presented.

As I have written on many other occasions, 
particularly here in the Northern Neck, a visit 
to Stratford Hall should be part of the curric-
ulum of every local school system. The home 
and grounds comprise one of the foremost 
historic preservation projects in America, 
the study of which affords a splendid way to 
teach students about the history of our nation.

Buildings have organic lives 
and the additions to the 
mansion that were incorpo-
rated by Lighthorse Harry 
Lee were integral parts of the 
building’s history.

Focal Point

The first full moon of 2017 rises over the Chesapeake Bay. According to the Farmer’s 
Almanac, the January full moon is known as the Wolf Moon, because “amid the cold and 
deep snows of midwinter, the wolf packs howled hungrily outside Indian villages.” Full 
moon names date from the Algonquin tribes of the northern and eastern U.S.

Photo by Daniel Schiavo Jr.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

After years of covering the Camp Kekoka 
Polar Bear Plunge, I finally took the fall.

Record reporter Madison White Franks 
volunteered to cover the event, so I had no 
excuse.

And when two lovely women suggest I do 
something, naturally my goal is to please 
them.

That’s how I ended up splashing around in 
Indian Creek last Saturday.

I almost talked myself out of it. Next 
time, I won’t arrive for registration so early. 
While I had a cup of coffee, thoughts of 
returning to the cozy comfort of my bed 
were hard to shed.

But when the countdown started, there I 
was, “Freezin for a Reason” on the Camp 
Kekoka shoreline. In the company of more 
than 30 other plungers, I didn’t feel so fool-
ish.

I staked out a direct path to the fire barrel 
anticipating a chilly return.

The last to enter the water, I hustled out 
to a little over waste deep before plunging 
under, ignoring the advice of camp direc-
tor Cassie Leichty, who suggested going in 
about knee-deep and falling.

For a successful plunge, the head must 
be totally submerged. That’s important for 
donations. We must be true to our sponsors.

“I got this!” Or so I thought.
Over my shoulder, I heard my friend 

Lindsy Gardner shouting, “Bob go under, 
drop Bob.”

The moment I went under, I realized the 
error of my ways. The euphoria was short-
lived, not as intense as chef Patrick Busby’s 
pan-seared rockfish at the old Mooring Res-
taurant in Kinsale.

The shock zapped my strength. Struggling 
to resurface, it quickly occurred to me to 
just stand up.

I turned and began my trek back to the 
shore. While the push out was almost effort-
less, the return was quite challenging. I 
felt like I was halfway across the creek and 

would never get to shore. 
“I’m gonna die.” The headline “Plunger 

succumbs” flashed across my field of 
vision. But who would write it?

Exhilaration overtook resistance as I 
stepped foot on the beach.

Reaching for my towel, I knew I had to 
get out of my wet clothes. But the outdoor 
temperature of 47 degrees was pleasantly 
warming compared to the 44-degree water. 
As polar plunges go, it wasn’t as frigid as 
most.

While the others headed over to the 
dining hall, I changed into long johns, jeans 
and flannel right there in the open. Now 
that’s invigorating. 

Lunch was waiting. The plungers and 
their support teams enjoyed hot chocolate, 
hot apple cider, cheese and crackers, chips 
and dip, chili, meat balls, macaroni and 
cheese, a variety of soups and chowders, 
cookies and donuts.

I hope it’s colder for the ninth annual 
plunge next year so I’ll have something to 
compare to this experience.

Meanwhile, I’m accepting suggestions for 
a costume and refining my strategy.

I won’t arrive so early for registration.
I’ll not go out as far and I’ll turn back to 

shore before I plunge.
I’m also issuing a challenge to co-workers 

at the Record and chums at the Southside 
Sentinel. Take the plunge. I dare you. 

How about a friendly little competition 
among the local news agencies to see who 
can field the most plungers and raise the 
most money for Camp Kekoka’s Guardian 
Program? 

The scholarship fund ensures every child 
gets to experience Camp Kekoka, regardless 
of their ability to pay.

Thanks to all the sponsors, the recent 
plunge raised over $7,000.

Every kid deserves a camp experience.
To donate, contact Leichty at 435-3616, 

or cleichty@peninsulaymca.org.

YOUR LETTERS

A bill was ready for a final 
vote January 23 that would 
abolish the zoning powers of 
every locality in Virginia to 
enable Dominion Power and 
other private utilities to locate 
electric substations and associ-
ated facilities anywhere they 
desire.

In other words, Dominion 
Power would like authority to 
place its facilities—including 
power lines—wherever they 
propose, with the agreement of 
the SCC. Without constant vig-
ilance on the part of the towns 
and counties, such approval 
can be swept through to the 
detriment of those local popu-
lations.

No locality wants to pursue 
the kind of litigation we are 
experiencing in Lancaster 
County, and that which is under 
way in James City County, 
simply to maintain its envi-
ronment and natural appeal. 
Dominion cannot be trusted to 
provide solutions agreeable to 
the affected communities with-
out strong measures to restrain 
it. 

This proposed bill would 
remove, not strengthen, 
restraint. Dominion is doing 
what it does well: it goes to 
the General Assembly for help 
overcoming any obstacle. I can 
only pray that Del. Ransone 
is listening to local voters and 
will cast a “No” vote on House 
Bill 1766. Time will tell.

Joy Gwaltney,
White Stone

Power grab

Northern Neck march-
ers were involved in history 
making on January 21, 2017. 
We joined forces over break-
fast provided by Blue Water 
Seafood Deli before we filled 
our D.C.-bound bus.

Our leaders, Eve Jordan 
and Hope Jackson, helped the 
women and men on the bus 
organize a plan for looking out 
for one another as we navigated 
our way through the crowds.

Upon arrival, we followed 
other marchers down Inde-
pendence Avenue. We were 
cheered on by the folks who 
stood on their porches, in their 
charming court yards and 
places of business. We excit-
edly found ourselves among 
500,000 women and men, as 
Gloria Steinem said “wide in 
age, deep in diversity,” who 
joined together peacefully in a 
show of support for women’s 
rights and human rights. 

Sign carrying folks chanted 
messages like “What does 
democracy look like?” “This 
is what democracy looks 
like!” My favorite banner read 
“Racism, Sexism, Homopho-
bia and Bigotry Are Not Good 
For Our Children and Other 
Living Things.”

I extend my gratitude to the 
police who provided us with 
direction and security, to the 
first responders who helped us 
out when we fell, to the crowds 
who held on to one another 

Women’s March
on Washington

when we came to a stand still, 
and to those who cautioned 
others when the pavement 
became hazardous.

Everyone was kind, respect-
ful and looking out for one 
another. I thank everyone 
locally and the 3,000,000 
people across the world who 
sent out a message to not be 
silent when standing on the 
side of love.

To Cora, the cinnamon rolls 
were delicious.

Diana Jamison,
White Stone

Last week's article on the 
Irvington comprehensive plan 
contains a crucial error. It 
states that "...there has been 
a subtle switch in residency 
over the years from a majority 
of part-time to more full-time 
residents."

The contrary is true. As 
stated on page 2 of the draft 
provided to the Record's 
reporter: "The town's planning 
commission members cite a 
gradual transition over the 
past 15 years from a majority 
of full-time residents to more 
part-time and seasonal resi-
dents."

This change in residency 
characteristics, coupled 
with ongoing demographic 
changes, has significant effects 
on many aspects of social and 
economic life in Irvington, as 
well as upon property values. 
A broad evaluation of those 
topics and more, along with 
planning recommendations, is 
set forth in the draft compre-
hensive plan. 

That draft is undergoing 
some minor changes, which 
should be completed by the 
time you read this letter. The 
updated draft will be published 
at townofirvingtonva.com. We 

Conflicting 
information

Why does Trump want hard-
working American families to 
pay more for their mortgages?

 Many American families 
purchase their homes with 
FHA-insured mortgages. In 
many cases the buyers carry 
mortgage insurance in case 
of default and the cost of the 
mortgage insurance is added 
to their monthly mortgage pay-
ment.

Because of a recent surge 
in mortgage interest rates that 
threatened to price middle-
class families out of the hous-
ing market, President Obama 
ordered a small reduction in 
the way mortgage insurance 
payments are calculated. This 
reduction would make mort-
gages available to more work-
ing families.

One of Trump’s first moves 
was to cancel President 
Obama's assistance to families 
with FHA mortgages.

Now, thanks to Trump, 
between 750,000 and 850,000 
families will see their monthly 
mortgage payment rise by an 
average of $50.

Someone tell me again how 
Trump loves working people 
after his first action was to slam 
them with increased mortgage 
payments.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Trump will drive
house payments up

encourage Irvington residents 
and property owners to review 
it thoughtfully and offer their 
comments.

Following the process of 
public review and comment, 
the town council will deter-
mine the final form and con-
tent of the comprehensive 
plan, which must be updated 
every five years.

Michael E. Merrill,
Irvington

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

This was the first full 
week of the 2017 session 
and a few of my bills were 
heard and advanced in vari-
ous committees this week. 
Short summaries are pro-
vided below.

House Bill 1844 requires 
Virginia's court system to 
maintain a free online data-
base of Circuit, District and 
adult cases in Juvenile & 
Domestic Relations Courts 
that is searchable by name 
across the Commonwealth.

House Bill 1727 provides 
that Northern Neck school 
divisions are not subject 
to the prohibition against 
hiring school division 
employees who are related 
to a member of the school 
board.

House Bill 1728 convenes 
a work group to study the 
rules and impacts of emer-
gency air transportation 
services, also known as air 
ambulances, in emergency 

medical situations.
House Bill 1729 pro-

vides that Port Royal coun-
cil member terms begin 
in January to reflect the 
town's change to November 
municipal elections.

The bills affecting the 
menhaden industry failed 
in my Chesapeake subcom-
mittee last night. Thank you 
to all who traveled to Rich-
mond, called and emailed to 
voice their opinions on the 
bills.

On Tuesday, my elec-
tions subcommittee took 
up House Bill 1462 which 
would have repealed Vir-
ginia's voter ID laws just 
one month after the law 
was upheld in federal court. 
I am pleased to report that 
the bill failed and an addi-
tional bill to add a photo ID 
requirement for absentee 
ballots passed.

DELEGATE, continued on A5
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Chesapeake Bank’s Cathy Snowden
volunteers for the Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce. She’s one more 
reason why The Buck Stays Here. 

97 North Main Street  804-435-1181  chesbank.com

©2017 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

By day, Regional Retail Manager Cathy Snowden works to 

promote shopping locally through Chesapeake Bank’s The Buck 

Stays HereSM initiative. And after hours, she serves on the 

board of the Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce, and 

helps with annual chamber events like Taste by the Bay and 

Shoptober by the Bay. At Chesapeake Bank, we’re all about 

community. What’s your passion?  #ICareAbout

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Larry Carey
910.515.7431

J &
 L Treasures

Jack Field  
804.724.0808

careylarryva65@gmail.com or golfingjack@hotmail.com

2667 White Chapel Rd
Lively

Treasures from the 1800s to present. 
Furniture, home decor, nautical and so much more!

STORE HOURS
FRI. 8AM-1PM 

SUN.10AM-3PM

10% OFF with this Ad
OFFER VALID ONLY AT WHITE CHAPEL ROAD LOCATION

The House of Delegates 
passed House Bill 1582 autho-
rizing members of our military 
who are above 18 but under 21 
to apply for a concealed hand-
gun permit. Additional bills 
seeking to restrict the right to 
bear arms were defeated in 
committee.

This week, I was proud 
to introduce Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn, Ms. 2016 Virginia 
Senior America, and the Vir-
ginia Hunting Dog Alliance in 

Do you remember?
This postcard from the late 1950s or early 60s shows downtown Kilmarnock looking north on 
Main Street from Irvington Road. Notice there are three gas stations, reported Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the 
museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the January 13, 1927, issue of 

the Rappahannock Record)

Ball’s Neck
Christmas has come and gone; now let us 

enter into the new year resolving to make it the 
best year of our lives.

Miss Lula Whittaker and brother Clarence 
visited their parental home at Hardings during 
the holidays.

Thomas Christopher left Sunday to resume 
his school duties in Danville; after spending the 
holidays here.

Hopkins J. Harding of Ohio is visiting in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Hudnall at Hard-
ings.

Mrs. Doyle of Baltimore is down on an hunt-
ing trip.

Miss Thelma Hopkins of Good Luck visited 
her friend, Miss Alma Ball Hudnall, at Hard-
ings during the holidays.

Silas Whittaker, Henderson Porter and Miss 
Lula Whittaker motored to Fredericksburg 
Tuesday. Miss Lula expects to attend College 
there the remainder of the session.

Mrs. Jas. Hudnall entertained Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Mercer of White Stone Tuesday.

Millenbeck
Those who came here for the holidays were 

Misses Gladys and Caroline Stevens of the Farm-
ville State Teachers College.

Mrs. J.C. Tapscott and little son, J.C. Jr., from 
Baltimore, spent the holidays with the lady’s par-
ents near here, Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Scott.

Miss Gladys Dodson and Clyde Hayden of 
Senora spent the holidays in Baltimore with 
family and friends.

Mrs. S.H. Coulborne of Baltimore spent 
Christmas with her mother at Ottoman, Mrs. J. E. 
Blakemore.

Mr. Geo. H. Steuart, Jr., of the Hopkins Univer-
sity, was home with his parents for the holidays.

Mr. T.J. Berry returned to Rescue on Norfolk 
steamer Saturday night, after spending the week 
with his family at Ottoman.

The Christmas tree and entertainment last 
Thursday evening at Corrottoman Baptist Church 
was well attended; much credit is due the pupils 
and teachers for the nice program.

Miss Jeanette Lewis spent the last weekend 
with her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. R.S. Schools 
at Saluda.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle

I am excited to tackle the 
2017 General Assembly and to 
represent you in the Senate of 
Virginia. This session is sure to 
be full of vigorous work to make 
Virginia better for all of our citi-
zens.

This year is what is generally 
referred to as a "short session," 
with the General Assembly meet-
ing for just 46 days. We meet 
for 60 days in even-numbered 
years, but only 46 days in odd-
numbered ones, as the General 
Assembly approves Virginia's 
two-year spending plan during 
sessions held in even-numbered 
years. In odd-numbered years, 
lawmakers consider amend-
ments to the two-year budget 
approved the previous year.

The choices made when 
amending an existing budget are 
no less difficult than those made 
when passing that budget. How-
ever, constructing a new budget 
from scratch is very time con-
suming. As a result, the Consti-
tution of Virginia allots 60 days 
for sessions to enact a two-year 
budget, but fewer days to amend 
that budget in the second year.

This session began on 
Wednesday, January 11. Right 
away, we got to work for you. 
Gov. McAuliffe addressed the 
General Assembly on opening 
day, detailing his priorities. Most 
of the first half of his speech was 
devoted to his proposals for the 
coming session.The second half, 
however, was decidedly partisan, 
focusing primarily on his party's 
positions on a slew of social 
issues, measures to grow gov-
ernment, and new restrictions on 
individual liberties. While I have 
concerns, it does not change the 
course of my plans to work to 
strengthen our Commonwealth 
on your behalf.

This session I will continue to 
serve on the Finance Committee, 
the Rules Committee, the Courts 
of Justice Committee, and the 

Rehabilitation & Social Services 
Committee. Please contact me 
about issues of concern to you 
which may be taken up in each 
of these committees.

The first week of session 
always brings a lot of visi-
tors to Capitol Square. We saw 
many of our friends including 
Marshell Jett from Essex Bank, 
JP Jordaans from Union Bank, 
Jeff Syzperski from Chesa-
peake Bank, Lucy Cantrell from 
the Arc of Virginia, and many 
others, and we are always glad to 

have them stop by.
I'd also like to mention a proj-

ect that's very important to me 
and a great benefit to many of 
my constituents who are attend-
ing or applying to college. It's 
called the GReater Aspirations 
Scholarship Program (GRASP). 

I hope you will plan to keep in 
touch while we're in session. Our 
office is in Room 314 of the Gen-
eral Assembly Building. You can 
contact us by sending an e-mail 
to senator@ryanmcdougle.com 
or by calling us at 698-7504. 

Delegate’s report
continued from page A4

the House of Delegates Cham-
ber. Many other groups visited 
this week including the Rap-
pahannock Community Ser-
vices Board, Caroline County 
Schools, various Northern 
Neck hunt clubs and many 
local watermen as part of Vir-
ginia’s Seafood Week.

As always, I am truly hon-
ored to represent the 99th dis-
trict. Contact my office at 698-
1099 or delmransone@house.
virginia.gov.

In a recent conversation with 
a very busy friend, she asked if 
I would comment on appropri-
ate responses to someone who 
is sharing that they have been 
diagnosed with a serious illness. 
The following are my thoughts, 
formed by current etiquette and 
my experiences, on the subject.

When someone trusts us with 
serious news about their health 
it is done believing that we will 
appreciate its importance to 
them. In order to do so, we may 
need to take a thought-filled 
breath before we speak. In those 
few seconds, we need to discard 
any of the unhelpful comments 
we are prone to make on the spur 
of the moment; “I know how 

you feel,” “You’ll be just fine,” or 
“Oh, it’s not so bad.” These are 
things we really do not know and 
so our declaring them does not 
bring the comfort we wish.

Instead, we should acknowl-
edge what was said and how 
our friend feels about it; “I am 
so sorry you are having to go 
through this,” “It must be difficult 
right now,” “How are you feeling 
today?” 

Depending on the closeness of 
your relationship, you may wish 
to be more involved. Because 
it is proven over and again that 
actions really do speak louder 
than words, be willing to do 
something. Helpful actions might 
be running errands to drug or gro-

cery stores, making a meal or an 
especially comforting dish (I still 
have a wonderful taste memory 
of the homemade applesauce a 
friend once brought), delivering a 
cheerfully packaged gift of cook-
ies, accompanying your friend to 
his doctor appointments, or treat-
ing her to a feel-good movie—
popcorn and candy included.

 One of the nicest gifts I ever 
received was a beautiful, baby-
sized bed pillow that a friend gave 
me a couple of days prior to major 
surgery. It remained a constant 
companion throughout recovery. 

Cards and notes over the 
course of the illness are assurance 
of your caring. If in time you dis-
cover that the details of the illness 

are the same as you have expe-
rienced, the sharing can become 
more personal and comforting. 
But it should always be kept posi-
tive, hopeful.

In writing the above, I have 
been reconvicted of how much 
the right words and actions 
can mean in the life of some-
one going through a trial of any 
nature. And I will strive to be a 
better responder myself. 

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….LLC. 
You are invited to e-mail your 
manners questions to her. You 
may contact her at youarepo-
lite1@verizon.net and visit her 
website at becauseyouarepolite.
com. RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite . . .  Let’s Talk Manners
by Ginger Philbrick 

■ E.C.H.O. shelter
The Essex County Homeless Organization (E.C.H.O.) will 

open its doors to overnight guests through March 1. Bay Transit 
will provide free round-trip transportation to and from the shelter 
from four Tappahannock locations.

The schedule is Essex Square, pick up 5:50 p.m., return 7:10 
a.m.; Food Lion, pick up 5:55 p.m., return 7:05 a.m.; Walmart, 
pick up 6 p.m., return 7 a.m.; Tappahannock Town Center, pick 
up 6:05 p.m., return 6:55 a.m.; and E.C.H.O Shelter, pick up 6:30 
p.m., return 6:30 a.m.

NEWS BREAK
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We are looking for a few 
good Super Heroes!

Wanted: Mature, motivated individuals looking for a change to apply 
today for a paid 40-hour Personal Care Aide Training Program, Feb. 1-7. 
Full- and some part-time positions available upon successful completion. 

A service of Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury serving the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and beyond.

Announcing our Personal Care Aide Training Program

804-438-4244
HRmgr@RW-C.org

RW-C.org/Career-Center

 www.lisaspiers5k.org 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster Community Library 
recently announced the grand prize winner of the annual Library 
Lottery. 

Winner Mary Hutya designated the Humane Society of the 
United States to receive the $10,000 prize.

Elaine and Bob Weekley and Richard and Rosa Weekley won 
the $2,000 first prize. A group ticket purchased by Ed Pittman, 
Michelle Crowther, Kylie Bransford, Lindsay Crigler, Jeanne 
Rose, Tom Haskins, Kristy Higgins and Frank Burke won the 
$1,000 Early Bird prize.

“We sold all 600 tickets this year in record time,” said Lottery 
chairman John Cann. “Thanks to all those in the community who 
supported the library by purchasing a ticket.”

KILMARNOCK—The “Just 
Smile” event held January 21 
at the Kilmarnock firehouse in 
memory of Sandie Turner was a 
success. 

Turner owned Hair Design 
Studio and was known through-
out the community. She was a 
gifted singer and was a member 
of the John Clayton Band, Direct 
Current, The Little Big Band, and 
many others. She was an avid tra-
ditional mounted fox hunter and 
was a member of the Caroline 
Hunt Club. 

She also was the caregiver for 
her late mother which led to her 
strong support and advocacy for 
the Alzheimer’s Association. 

“We could not have made this 
event possible without the help 
of our generous sponsors, the 
people who donated their time, 
talent and energy, and those who 
purchased tickets to support the 
cause,” said Jan Williams.

“A special thank you goes to 
Lloyd Hubbard and Alfred Davis 
of Rappahannock Rentals. Other 
sponsors were Trudy’s Porta Pot-
ties, Heads Up Hair Works, Bay 
Auto Service, Shear Pleasure, 
Caroline Hunt Club, Rappahan-
nock Yachts, Bay Internists (Dr. 
Glessner), Dixie Deli, Tri-Star, 
White Stone Pharmacy and 
Noblett Inc.,” said Tom Jones.

Attendants of the event enjoyed 
music by the John Clayton Band, 
comprised of Eddie Jones, Jeff 
Tabor and Jerry Applegate; and 
Julius Pittman and the Revival 
comprised of Ray Pittman, Chris 
McIntyre, Eric Heiberg, Velpo 
Robertson, Audie Stanley, Kevin 

From left, Lancaster Community Library director Lindsy 
Gardner congratulates Mary Hutya, the grand prize winner of 
the annual Library Lottery. 

Library Lottery’s
grand prize winner
donates $10,000 to 
the Humane Society

‘Just Smile’ for Sandie Turner rocks Kilmarnock

“Just Smile” was attended by more than 300 people. Photo by Madison White Franks

Sandie Turner’s family presents a check for $5,000 to the 
Alzheimer’s Association. From left are Ellie Galloway, 
Amy Lewis, Carmen Ward and Jan Williams. Photo by 
Madison White Franks

Saxophone player Howard 
Smith walks through the 
crowd as he solos.  Photo by 
Madison White Franks

by Madison White Franks

Moss, Kelli Moss, Leetah Stan-
ley, Howard Smith and Dave 
Triplett. 

Other musicians were from Big 
City/Robbin Thompson Band 
with Steve Bassett made up of 
Velpo Robertson, Bobby “Rico” 
Antonelli, Eric Heiberg, Audie 
Stanley, Leetah Stanley and Steve 
Bassett; and the Soul Expres-
sions Band comprised of Wil-
bert Anderson, William Ander-
son, Eric Anderson, Rick Gray, 

Marika Carter, Tyrone Jackson, 
TJ and Richard D’Abreu. 

“On behalf of Sandie Turner’s 
family, we want to extend a heart-
felt thank you for your commit-
ment to making this event so 
successful. Your generous con-
tribution helped make our vision 
a reality by helping to offset the 
cost of having the event,” said 
Williams. 

The event raised some $5,000 
for the Alzheimer’s Association.

KILMARNOCK—Thirty-
three brave souls plunged into 
Indian Creek on Saturday to 
raise funds for future campers at 
Camp Kekoka. 

“Freezin for a Reason,” partic-
ipants shouted before diving into 
the 44-degree water. Returning 
to shore they were greeted by a 
47-degree outdoor temperature, 
a fire barrel and hot lunch.

The eighth annual Camp 

Kekoka Polar Bear Plunge 
raised an estimated $7,146 with 
a goal of $8,000, reported event 
chairman Pam Garrett. 

“It’s all about making memo-
ries,” said camp director Cassie 
Liechty when sharing the cause 
behind the event. 

“Thanks to all the plungers 
and for getting all those kids to 
camp, we get a lot of value out of 
this fundraiser and we have a lot 
of fun,” said Garrett. 

The participants became 

plungers by getting family, 
friends and co-workers to spon-
sor them. If they collected $100 
in sponsorships they received a 
t-shirt and a hoodie was given if 
they received $300 in sponsor-
ships. 

Funds raised from the polar 
plunge will benefit the Camp 
Kekoka Guardian Program, a 
scholarship fund which ensures 
every child gets to experience 
the summer overnight camp 
regardless of their ability to pay.

Attempting to beat the cold, plungers race into Indian Creek.

Polar plungers raise more than $7,000
by Madison White Franks

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.

President Donald Trump has 
chosen former Georgia Gov. 
Sonny Perdue as his secretary 
of agriculture and leaders of 
the nation’s and state’s largest 
agricultural organizations are 
pleased with that pick.

“The nomination of former 
Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue … 
is welcome news to the nation’s 
farmers and ranchers,” said 
American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration president Zippy Duvall. 
“Gov. Perdue will provide the 
strong voice that agriculture 
needs in the new administra-
tion.” Duvall is also from Geor-
gia.

Perdue is a former Democrat 
who switched to the Republican 

Party before governing Geor-
gia for two terms from 2003 
to 2011. He grew up on a farm 
and has a doctorate in veterinary 
medicine. 

Although Georgia is not 
among the nation’s top 10 agri-
cultural states, it is home to 
42,000 farms with a strong focus 
in the cattle industry.

“I have known Gov. Perdue for 
years,” Duvall said. “I’ve seen 
firsthand his commitment to the 
business of agriculture as we 
worked together on issues facing 
farmers and ranchers in our home 
state of Georgia. He understands 
the challenges facing rural Amer-
ica because that’s where he was 
born and raised.”

Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration president Wayne F. 
Pryor added that “someone 
who understands rural America 
and the farming way of life will 
be an asset to the Cabinet. We 
understand that Gov. Perdue 
recognizes the impact that immi-
gration reform, trade agree-
ments and regulation have on 
a farmer’s bottom line and will 
work on our behalf when these 
issues are debated in Congress.”

Duvall noted that when the 
nation’s farmers and ranchers 
“are free to access cutting-edge 
technologies, reach new markets 
and make decisions that protect 
their businesses and resources, 
we all are better off.”

Farm leaders are pleased with 
Perdue for agriculture secretary


