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Over 15 churches from across the Northern Neck were repre-
sented at a Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day Community 

Celebration Monday at Calvary Baptist Church in Kilmarnock. 
The two-hour event, sponsored by the Northumberland Minis-

terial Association, was multi-denonominational and attended by 
more than 150 people.

“As a church we need to stand united when we see injustices,” 
Rev. Tyron Williams told the congregation. Rev. Williams of Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church in Wicomico Church delivered the sermon. 

Rev. Williams grew up in the deep South in Augusta, Ga., 
during the 1950s and 60s and said he was subject to social injus-
tices. He experienced racism first hand, remembering the signs 
that hung above the water fountains and restrooms, and explain-
ing the desire to dine at certain restaurants only to be told by his 
father they weren’t allowed. 

When he was 10, his parents and grandparents told him about a 
black man, a black preacher named Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., who was preaching for equality. 

As a teen in the 1970s, Rev. Williams’ friend was one of six 
young black men gunned down during a peaceful march. 

Unfortunately, he said, “history repeats itself. Today, the reality 
is not much has changed in our society.”

Rev. Williams said systematic racism is still alive and we have 
to work to eliminate educational disparity, encourage industry 
in rural communities with better paying jobs for both our high 
school and college educated workforce and that churches of all 
denominations need to come together for a change. Rev. Williams said that Dr. King brought people of different reli-
gions together to fight for equality, “and if we are to change the climate of indifference in our county, we must do the 
same.”

Churches, he said, must work together not just to feed the hungry but to end hunger, and not to just clothe and 
house the homeless, but to end homelessness. He called on all to be God’s servants. 

Valerie Rich (right) led a multi-denominational choir at the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day Community 
Celebration Monday. The service was held at Calvary Baptist Church in Kilmarnock. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Community is called to end 
racism, hunger and poverty

Rev. Tyron Williams of Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church delivered the sermon at a community 
celebration Monday for Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

HEATHSVILLE—The Callao revi-
talization initiative is off to a good start 
in Northumberland County. 

“The public is 100% interested,” said 
District 4 supervisor Tommy Tomlin, 
referring to some 15 members of the 
public attending a related hearing 
during the January 12 board of supervi-
sors meeting.

“There is interest in this project with 
business owners,” said Alex Eguiguren 
of the Northern Neck District Planning 
Commission (NNDPC). 

The hearing was held to receive 
public input regarding community 
development and housing needs in rela-
tion to proposed Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) funding. 
The public hearing was a requirement 
of the grant application process. 

The CDBG program provides fund-
ing to redevelop structures in support of 
attracting new industry or expansion of 
an existing industry.  

Eguiguren indicated the General 
Assembly allocates $8.8 million for 
projects in this category for the entire 
state and the grant program is very 
competitive. 

“I think the improvements and the 
potential in the Callao area will allow 
tourists to stop as they are on their way 
in,” said Dee David of Dee David & 
Company. 

It was also noted the revitalization 
project would help economic develop-
ment countywide.

Two related public meetings have 
been held, reported economic develop-
ment commission executive director 
Theresa Lambert. The first had 140 par-
ticipants and the second meeting had 
45. 

“In the first meeting, all but two 
people said they supported the project,” 
said Lambert. 

No action was required at the end of 
the public hearing. 
Electrical service

Sam Walker, Virginia Dominion 
Power regional manager of operations 
in the Northern Neck, informed the 
board of a strategic undergrounding 
project.

“It is to replace troublesome over-
head lines and put them underground,” 
said Walker. “Northumberland and the 
Northern Neck is getting a fair share of 
these projects because of being a rural 
area and having areas that go out of 
power a lot.” 

The second project is a recondition-
ing of circuits to bring power back more 
quickly when it is lost. The major circuit 
will be going underwater at the Great 
Wicomico River through distribution 
lines. The project will be completed by 
2018. 

“The Great Wicomico project involves 
the replacement of a 34.5 KV distribu-
tion line, whereas the Norris Bridge proj-
ect would be replacing a 115 KV trans-
mission line, a much higher voltage. The 
Great Wicomico line is only 1,500 feet 
in length and the Norris Bridge line is 
2 miles long,” said Daisy Pridgen with 
Dominion Media Relations. 

“Placing the 1,500-foot wire under-
water is the most cost effective and effi-
cient way to improve the performance 
of the equipment so we can continue to 
provide reliable service to our custom-
ers in Northumberland,” she said. 

IRVINGTON—The town of Irving-
ton has struggled with declining rev-
enue in recent years due to the reces-
sion and a resulting loss in its main 
revenue—the occupancy tax—pri-
marily from the Tides Inn. 

However, with a new town real 
estate tax collected for the first time 
in December 2016, council mem-
bers Jerry Latell and Fran Westbrook 
reported to council last week that a 
revenue jump from $121,062 last 
year to $198,000 in 2017 is antici-
pated. 

According to town administrator 
Bob Hardesty, the Tides Inn used to 
contribute $80,000 to $90,000 in 
occupancy tax revenue prior to the 
recession.

Council maintained it was not fis-
cally responsible to rely solely on one 
revenue source to run the town, noting 
a lack of funds for repairs and upkeep 
on infrastructure.

Last year, a handful of citizens was 
very vocal in their opposition to the 
real estate tax, claiming they didn’t 
believe it was necessary, especially 
without a solid plan in place for how 
the money would be spent. 

While the contribution of a real 
estate tax may make the budget seem 
robust, the current budget is in line 
with a decade ago, when the 2007 
budget was $178,000. 

“We’ve found more rental prop-
erty,” Westbrook said, referring to 
vacation home rentals. Those rentals 
are also subject to the 2% occupancy 
tax, she noted.

Latell reported an end-of-year 
financial report is nearing completion 
and will be distributed to council.

In other business, Hardesty said 
Carter White of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation has completed 
his study of old VDOT records on 
sidewalk ownership and will report at 
next month’s meeting of council. 

White’s study is a result of the town 
asking VDOT to repair and replace 
damaged sidewalks. However, the 
highway department says it is only 
responsible for the ones it owns. 

Irvington
anticipates
increase in
tax revenue

by Audrey Thomasson

Infrastructure
initiatives
outlined for
board of
supervisors 

byMadison White Franks

RICHMOND—Two White Stone 
couples were among 2,000-plus 
who participated in a January 14 
Richmond march conducted in sol-
idarity with the upcoming “Wom-
en’s March on Washington” after 
the presidential inauguration.

The Richmond march was billed 
as a celebration of inclusiveness, 
diversity and equality rather than 
as a protest, but signs and placards 
carried by a number of the march-
ers from Richmond and beyond—
including towering puppeteers 
from Richmond theater groups—
made clear some were concerned 
about actions they fear under a new 
Trump administration.

Organizer Betty Fuchs character-
ized the march as an effort among 
diverse interests and individuals 
“to raise one another up.” 

Among issues highlighted by the 
event were health care, peace, pay 

White Stone families among 2,000
in Richmond for inclusiveness march

From left, Nick and Louise Magnani and Cathie and Bud Ward wore purple 
“Virginia4All” caps distributed to marchers in support of the January 21 
Women’s March on Washington in the Nation’s Capital.

equity between men and women, 
energy efficiency, abortion rights, 
human rights and dignity, and indi-

vidual freedoms.
“We were most encouraged by 

the overall positive, sharing and 

celebratory tone of the march and 
the openness and diversity of the 
attendees,” said Bud Ward. He 
attended the march with his wife, 
Cathie, and their White Stone 
neighbors, Nick and Louise Mag-
nani. 

“The march itself was calm and 
peaceful, and the Richmond police 
ensuring safety were respectful, 
gracious, and welcoming to the 
marchers,” said Ward. 

The marchers gathered shortly 
after noon under cool and cloudy 
skies at the Robert E. Lee statue on 
Monument Avenue. After a series 
of opening remarks and collective 
singing, they walked down Monu-
ment Avenue, part of the city’s 
“Fan” district, to the edge of the 
museum district. Early-morning 
rain and near-freezing temperatures 
gave way to an overcast but dry day 
by the time the march had begun. SUPERVISORS, continued on page A2



InsideNews   January 19, 2017
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed     ❑ New  ❑ Renewal

❑ Bill me  ❑ Charge to

❑ $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

❑ $27.00 newspaper only

❑ $39.00 paper & e-Edition

For papers mailed to other areas:
❑ $37.00 newspaper only  

❑ $49.00 paper & e-Edition 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

❑ $25.00  newspaper only    

❑ $34.00 paper & e-Edition 

e-Edition only:

Order your subscription online at 
www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp, or use this form:

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Local news you won’t find anywhere else.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22,  Audrey@RappRecord.com
Madison White Franks

extension 28, Madison@RappRecord.com
Doreen Hamblet

extension 24, Doreen@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Jessica Michels-Mancini

extension 15, Jessica@RappRecord.com

Classified Ads
Classifieds@RappRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701
or click “Classifieds” at www.RRecord.com

Production:
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

Mike Antonio
extension 17, Mike@RappRecord.com

Stephanie Feria
extension 26, Stephanie@RappRecord.com

Gloria Bosher 
extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff,  Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com

Susan Robertson, 
Classifieds  Accounts Manager

extension 12 
SusanRobertson@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Michelle Smith, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Michelle@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $37 per year elsewhere. Single 
copy: $.75. Visit website for E-edition.

USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Susan Simmons & Kate Oliver,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 
22482 and additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and then 
the employee’s extension when prompt-

ed, or use the e-mail address.

Rappahannock

Record

Organized by the VMFA Office of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund
RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309R

RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

Speaker: Agnes Carter
The Public Is Invited

This presentation of selected paintings 
from the Virginia Watercolor Society’s 

Annual Show is an RAL favorite! 

RAL Art Talks Presents:
Virginia Watercolor Society

Exhibit 2016
Monday, January 23, 1:00 pm

Other items
Virginia Department of Trans-

portation Lottsburg AHQ super-
intendent Todd Vanlandingham 
and residency administrator 
Steve McKeever informed the 
board that they used 350 tons of 
salt throughout Northumberland 
County during the recent snow 
storm. 

Vanlandingham also indicated 
they are building a new salt house 
in Lottsburg to hold 2,000 tons of 
materials. 

“We did not have a single 
injury to any of our employees, 
contract employees, or motor-
ists while we were engaged in 
the snow. They did their job and 
they did it in a safe fashion,” said 
McKeever. 

School superintendent Holly 
Wargo informed the board that 

all banked days for the school 
year have been used due to the 
recent snow. She also informed 
the board of a budget update. 

“We will be efficient and fis-
cally responsible as we move 
forward,” said Wargo, “$258,000 
will be going back to the county 
based on the auditor’s report.”

“In reality we should be in 
monthly meetings with the 
county treasurer reconciling 
where we are and making sure 
that our numbers agree with the 
treasurer’s. That is an action item 
that we are working on,” said 
Wargo.

The board re-elected Ronnie 
Jett as chairman and Richard 
Haynie as vice chairman for 
2017. The members also voted to 
continue meeting on the second 
Thursday of every month.

RICHMOND—Members of the Lancaster 
County Chapter/United Daughters of the Con-
federacy (UDC) on January 13 were repre-
sented at the the Lee-Jackson Day Observance 
in the Old House of Delegates Chamber at the 
Virginia State Capitol in Richmond.

Presiding over the ceremony, Virginia Divi-
sion President Eleanor Price was joined by 
other Virginia UDC officers; the Commander 
General, Darryl Starnes, Virginia Division Sons 
of Confederate Veterans (SCV) and other SCV 
officers; as well as Virginia Division Children 
of the Confederacy leadership, reported Susan 
Hudson.

The presentation of colors was provided by 
the Gen. W.C. Wickham Camp #2250 Color 
Guard and music was provided by Dr. Cheryl 
Brown Davis, the Lancaster County Chapter 
vice president. 

A program was given by Confederate histo-
rian, retired Sgt. Maj. James Haymes on “Lee 
and Jackson, the Dynamic Duo - Part B.”

Collectively, there were 20 UDC chapters and 
SCV camps in attendance and each presented 
memorial wreaths to honor and celebrate these 
two great Confederate generals—Robert E. Lee 
and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, Lee’s “right 
hand man,” said Hudson. 

IRVINGTON—Maintain-
ing village charm is the driving 
force behind proposed updates to 
Irvington’s comprehensive plan.

Planning commission mem-
bers unveiled their concept to 
enrich village charm and build on 
its history during a joint work ses-
sion Monday with town council. 

A comprehensive plan is a 
blueprint for future development 
that identifies goals, objectives, 
guidelines, policies and standards 
for the immediate and long range 
protection and growth of the 
community.

Planning commission chair-
man Bill Young said they first had 
to address and correct the 2000 
U.S. Census report that indicated 
Irvington was growing at 35%. 
He said the mistake was due to 
inclusion of areas not within 
town. He noted a subtle switch 
in residency over the years from 
a majority of part-time to more 
full-time residents.

“Some growth is necessary to 
have a viable community,” said 
Craig Wilson, planning consul-
tant with Community Planning 
Partners Inc. “Those that don’t 
grow become static.”

He noted the trend in “zoning 
has changed from separating out 
uses to combining in mixed uses” 
and including pathways and 
green space.

Wilson compared two regional 
counties that took separate paths: 
Chesterfield County followed 
the old concept which resulted 

in massive sprawl while Hen-
rico County embraced mixed use 
and created the “town” of Short 
Pump.

He noted Irvington’s current 
zoning leaves few options and 
that the town is made up of sin-
gle-family residences on varying 
sized lots.

“There is not much of an 
option for seniors who want to 
downsize from a single-family 
house,” said Wilson.

The plan’s proposed changes 
include sections on planned unit 
development (PUD) for areas 
that encompass 10 to 25 acres, 
discussion on the economy and 
income, possibilities for a sewer 
system, a roadway classification 
map and land use map, an imple-
mentation plan, results of the 
recent public survey of residents 
and a one-page summary.

Proposed strategies include 
updating town ordinances, 
strengthening ordinances to 
control development and work-
ing with current land owners to 
suggest updating their develop-
ment plans. Additional strate-
gies include housing options that 
cover older adults and young 
families—such as building apart-
ments over town shops, plans for 
uses for the North Commons area 
and public access to the water by 
studying available land for sale 
and the cost for development.

Council scheduled a public 
hearing on the plan for 6:30 p.m. 
February 7 at Irvington Baptist 
Church. The plan has been posted 
on the town’s website. 

Irvington introduces
comprehensive plan to
preserve ‘village charm’

by Audrey Thomasson

From left are Jo Ann Fickling, Susan Hudson and Dr. Cheryl Brown Davis. 

Lancaster UDC members participate
in state Lee-Jackson Day Observance

Supervisors
continued from page A1

SALUDA—The Three Rivers 
Health District has been recog-
nized by the National Associa-
tion of County and City Health 
Officials (NACCHO) for its 
ability to plan for, respond to 
and recover from public health 
emergencies.

Three Rivers demonstrated 
these capabilities by meeting 
the comprehensive prepared-
ness benchmarks required by 
Project Public Health Ready 
(PPHR), a unique partner-
ship between NACCHO and 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. Three 
Rivers joins a cohort of over 
450 local health depart-
ments across the country 
that have been distinguished 
for excellence in prepared-
ness through PPHR, either 
individually or as part of a 
region.

“I wish to extend my con-
gratulations to Matt Car-
pentier for his many hours 
of work on our application, 
to our regional coordinator 
Judy Cooling for her tech-
nical expertise and advise-
ment, and to those in the dis-
trict who provided the neces-
sary assistance to make this 
critical designation happen. 
Congratulations to all,” said 

district health director W. T. 
Tweel, MD, MPH, FACPM.

PPHR recognition con-
firms that Three Rivers 
Health District has a thor-
ough and coordinated emer-
gency response plan in place 
and that staff have the train-
ing to protect the health of 
the community during an 
emergency. Local health 
departments recognized by 
PPHR undergo a rigorous 
evaluation by peer review to 
assess their ability to meet a 
set of national standards for 
public health preparedness. 
These standards align with 
federal government require-
ments and other national best 
practices.

PPHR recognition also 
requires health departments 
to collaborate with their 
state, local and community 
partners to develop plans that 
account for all the constitu-
ents in their jurisdictions. 

“When disaster strikes, 
it affects local communi-
ties and local health depart-
ments are a critical part of 
any first response to dis-
ease outbreaks, emergencies 
and acts of terrorism,” said 
NACCHO executive direc-
tor Dr. LaMar Hasbrouck. 

Three Rivers Health District is recognized
“NACCHO commends Three 
Rivers for being a model of 
public health emergency pre-
paredness.”

Encompassing some 2,000 
square miles, the district 
serves approximately 140,000 
people, two Native American 
reservations, nine incorpo-
rated towns and 10 counties, 
including Essex, Gloucester, 
King and Queen, King Wil-
liam, Lancaster, Mathews, 
Middlesex, Northumberland, 
Richmond and Westmoreland.
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BonSecoursBariatric.com

Just be yourself.

Isn’t that what 

they always say?

Doesn’t it sound so simple?

But for many people  

who struggle with their 

weight, sometimes it’s  

easier said than done.

Bon Secours Surgical Weight 

Loss Center offers proven 

methods for reducing and 

managing your weight in a 

practical and healthy way, 

along with a support program 

that will put you on the right 

track and help you stay there.

All provided by a  

team of specialists united  

by a single goal. 

Your goal. 

To just be 

yourself.

SURGICAL WEIGHT 
LOSS CENTER

At Bon Secours Surgical Weight 
Loss Center, we use a multidisciplinary 
team approach, which helps patients 

lose weight successfully. Research has 
shown that committed patients who 

have this type of team support before, 
during and after surgery have the 
greatest chance to achieve their 

weight loss goals.

Our goal is to help our patients 
with significant, permanent weight loss 

so that they can lead healthier, 
more active lives.

If you are interested in a surgical 
weight loss procedure for yourself 
or someone you care for, take our 

“Am I a Candidate?” online screening. 
It will help you understand who 

qualifies for a procedure.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Late one evening when the Elder B.E. was 
five, I took him with me to do our grocery 

shopping. Going up one of the aisles I met 
Bob Gibson, and after we greeted each other, 
I introduced the B.E. to him, explaining to the 
B.E. that Mr. Gibson and I were old friends. 
Bob immediately replied, “Hi, B.E. I’m Bob.” 
At the time Bob was already past 80, but typi-
cally on that occasion, as on every other, he 
was ageless, and could relate to a five-year-
old on equal terms as well as he could to a 
person of his own generation. 

Perhaps a legacy from his service in the 
United States Marine Corps during the Second 
World War, Bob was a take charge individual. 
He was never aggressive in his demeanor, 
but he was obviously one who could handle 
any situation that befell him. Moving to the 
Northern Neck, he and his first wife settled 
in Weems. I initially met him after her death, 
when he married Mary Willey, whose late 
husband had been the postmaster of Irving-
ton.

Mary had recently retired from an illustri-
ous career in local banking in which she had 
risen to the position of vice president. In the 

best meaning of the word she was a stickler 
for perfection in what she did herself and in 
what she expected from her employees. 

She maintained a dress code for the bank’s 
staff, and set the tone by her own appear-
ance each day. She became famous for leav-
ing the desk in her office to come into the 
lobby to mingle with the customers. She had 
a remarkable memory, and enjoyed asking 
patrons about their families, indicating how 
well she knew them as friends as well as cli-
ents. For many customers a visit with Mary 
was an integral part of doing one’s banking. 

That aspect of her work was never a chore for 
Mary. Her attention to detail was all encom-
passing. After her retirement she became one 
of the first women, indeed if not the first, in 
the Northern Neck to serve on the board of 
a bank. 

In their newfound marriage Bob and Mary 
made a wonderful life for themselves, trav-
elling, and becoming a genuine couple here 
in our midst. Mary maintained her home in 
Irvington, and Bob his in Weems. Theirs was 
a true merger of interests and personalities, in 
which each contributed an equal share to the 
union.

Eventually, Mary retired from the bank 
board, and gradually her health began to 
fail. Bob assumed the new role of caregiver 
with both devotion and compassion, taking 
pleasure in being of service as Mary’s needs 
grew. During that time he lost his only daugh-
ter, Marilyn, which he accepted as the good 
Christian gentleman he was. 

In his post-Marine Corps life, Bob grew 
a distinctive, closely trimmed beard, and he 
dressed the part of a country squire, making 
a memorable impression on everyone he met. 

After that initial “I’m Bob” meeting with the 
B.E. he regularly followed up on his progress, 
as well as that of the Younger B.E. He really 
found pleasure in knowing young people and 
sharing their experiences. 

Several years ago as Mary’s health had 
waned more noticeably, she and Bob reluc-
tantly left the Northern Neck to live in health 
care facilities in Newport News. There Mary 
died a year and a half ago, having reached the 
age of 90 two months previously. This week 
Bob died at the age of 97. By his presence 
here he had enhanced the quality of life in the 
Northern Neck.

Together Mary and Bob presented a last-
ing memory of two people finding love after 
bereavement, and pooling their talents to 
make each other and those they encountered 
happy. Their long lives might have attested 
to their success genetically, but more impor-
tantly, qualitatively, as they were two abun-
dantly good people.

Mary Massie Willey Gibson, June 11, 1925 
– August 16, 2015. R.I.P.

Robert Newton Gibson Sr., October 17, 
1919 – January 14, 2017. R.I.P.

Together Mary and Bob 
presented a lasting memory 
of two people finding love 
after bereavement, and 
pooling their talents to 
make each other and those 
they encountered happy.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Went for our first walk after the arctic blast and 7 inches of snow, and what did we find 
at the corner of Slabtown and Queenstown roads in Millenbeck? Well, weeds of course, 
and already in seed.

Photo by Bob Morazes

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

We grasp that the Northern 
Neck does not have a huge pool 
of applicants to Planning District 
17’s school systems, but the law 
established to keep school board 
relatives from being hired by a 
school board, like most laws, 
was meant to solve a problem.

We certainly hope that House 
Bill 1727 would not be inviting 
a return to a certain few families 
having way too much influence 
over a school system, nor that it 
would mean a less qualified, less 
diversified school staff. I have 
some fear about that in light of 
the recent high-handed, irregu-
lar and inappropriate actions of 
some of our current Northum-
berland County school board 
members.

Can this little change in the 
law enlighten us as to the moti-
vation for these recent upsetting 
events on the Northumberland 
County school board? Does 
someone want to hire a bunch of 
family members?

Marie and Tom Armstrong,
Reedville

Inviting problems?

District 99 Del. Margaret Ran-
sone’s bill to allow school divi-
sions within Planning District 
17—the Northern Neck—to 
hire employees related to school 
board members opens the door to 
corruption and nepotism.

The bill does have measures 
purporting to guarantee objectiv-
ity and fairness in hiring, but that 
requires ethical elected officials. 
Northumberland school board 
members are being sued for lack 
of ethics. 

Del. Ransone, are you so 
oblivious to the reality here in 
the Northern Neck that you are 
unaware of the lawsuit? 

Once again, Del. Ransone is 

Think this
bill through

a disappointment. Ransone has 
shown herself time and time 
again not to think her positions 
through. She is a pleasant person, 
but lacks in original thoughts and 
backbone. She is turning into a 
politician who will sacrifice prin-
ciples in order to curry favor with 
local interest groups. 

Frank J. Kober,
Heathsville

The Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board met in Decem-
ber 2016.  Deputy secretary of 
transportation Donohue pre-
sented an update. He stated there 
were 436 projects submitted for 
funding under Smart Scale. 

Thirty-one projects were 
screened out in the first phase. 
The screened projects were not 
identified. 

After checking with VDOT, 
Mr. Donohue replied.  

He stated the Norris Bridge 
was screened out in phase 
one: the project details did not 
show there would be any added 
“capacity" as a result of the proj-
ect.  Mr. Donohue expressed 
an understanding of the impor-
tance of the project. He said the 
Norris Bridge would qualify for 
replacement in the next 5-15 
years under the State of Good 
Repairs funding once the bridge 
became structurally deficient.  

Additionally I received a letter 
about the first phase screening 
from Kimberly Pryor, VDOT 
director of infrastructure invest-
ment. She echoed some of the 
same information as Mr. Dono-
hue.

She added: “VDOT has 
invested $30 million in bridge 
maintenance over the past six 
years and plans to invest $25 
million in the next four years 
for preventative maintenance to 
keep the bridge from becoming 

Bridge project
is screened out

structurally deficient.”  
Where Mr. Donohue indicates 

a light at the end of the tunnel for 
bridge replacement [5-15 years], 
Ms. Pryor indicates VDOT plans 
to spend $55 million to keep the 
functionally obsolete bridge on 
life support, hovering just above 
structurally deficient. Available 
resources indicate that with the 
$55 million identified by Ms. 
Pryor, $148 million has been 
spent on bridge maintenance 
since 1993.

A replaced Norris Bridge pro-
motes economic development 
and is a new gateway that says 
"The Northern Neck is Open 
for Business: Welcome!”  It 
will take an interested and vocal 
local leadership to keep this on 
VDOT’s radar and tell Rich-
mond this is not acceptable. Visit 
replacerobertonorrisbridge.org.

Susan Lovelady,
White Stone

I would like to wish every-
one a belated Lee-Jackson Day. 
In case you missed it, it was 
Friday, January 13. 

General Robert E. Lee and 
another great Confederate 
General, Thomas "Stonewall" 
Jackson, have been remem-
bered in Virginia for more 
than a century. In 1983, Lee-
Jackson Day was merged with 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
but the merger was reversed in 
2000. 

Still, Virginia officially 
observes Lee-Jackson Day 
on the Friday before the fed-
eral King holiday, giving state 
workers a four-day weekend. 

Taking nothing away from 
Dr. King, did any news media 
cover Lee-Jackson day? I think 
they should. 

Bill Mitchell, 
Weems 

Happy Lee-
Jackson Day

YOUR LETTERS

During the November 8 
election I heard a few mem-
bers of the Senate say they 
"weren't going to vote for 
President this year." Well, 
they all have sworn to uphold 
the "oath of office" he or she 
took to defend and support 
the Constitution of the United 
States of America. 

Also, the memory I have of 
Bill Clinton caught doing "his 
thing" while president. He 
committed perjury. Perjury is 
a felony. A felony is commit-

Pray for the future ted by a felon, who loses his 
right to vote. I don't believe 
the American voters wanted a 
felon's wife for our president.

I'm glad God intervened and 
Donald Trump, our president-
elect, won. Now he's trying to 
put things in proper order and 
move on. We must pray and do 
our part for our future. 

The snow storm January 
6-7 showed us how powerful 
God is. Everyone is trying to 
rebound. With His help, we 
will. God bless America. 

Curtis Packett,
Kilmarnock

The Northumberland 
County Democratic Party 
will meet tonight, January 19, 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville. 
A social period will begin at 
5:30 p.m. followed by a busi-
ness session at 6 p.m. and 
guest speakers at 8 p.m.

Guest speakers will 
include Jeanne Johansen 
and Dave Cariens, founders 
of the newly created Writers 
Guild of Virginia, reported 
chairman Frank J. Kober. The 
guild's mission is to nurture 
writers of all abilities in the 
craft of writing and in the 
marketing of their work. The 
guild is particularly inter-
ested in encouraging writers 

over 50 who have experi-
enced life and have stories to 
tell.

The guild offers a series of 
free and tuition-based half 
and full-day workshops and 
multi-week courses through-
out the Northern Neck, 
Middle Peninsula and Wil-
liamsburg areas.

The Guild also publishes 
a literary quarterly, “The 
Journal,” which contains 
poetry, non-fiction and fic-
tion pieces.

Business discussion topics 
will include attempts by a 
school board member to stop 
public comments at school 
board meetings, as well as 
a candidate search for the 
November 2017 election.

Northumberland County
Democrats to host Writers
Guild of Virginia tonight

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee will meet 
Monday, January 23, at the 
Lancaster Community Library, 
16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock.

The meeting will open at 6:30 
p.m. for a short social, followed 
by a program and presentation 
at 7 p.m.

The agenda will include busi-
ness essentials, a discussion of 
plans for the upcoming Dining 
with Dems gala, a recounting 
of highlights from a women’s 
march on Washington and plan-
ning for upcoming state elec-
tions, reported chairman Nick 
Magnani. Mobilizing the North-
ern Neck to action will become 
the goal of 2017.   

Lancaster school superinten-
dent Steve Parker will address 
school facilities. Parker will 
describe the process of examin-
ing existing facilities, looking 
forward toward to the future of 
education and what the schools 
mean to the economic vitality of 
the community, said Magnani. 

Superintendent Parker began 
his career in education in 1995 
after retiring from the U.S. 
Army.  He was a middle school 
principal in Fauquier County 
for nine years. He was named 

Parker will address
Lancaster Democrats

Steve Parker

the 2013 Outstanding Middle 
School Principal in Virginia by 
the Virginia Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals and 
received the Washington Post 
Education Leadership Award in 
2013.

Parker has served as super-
intendent in Lancaster County 
since July 2014. He lives in 
White Stone with his wife, Dr. 
Karen Parker, and has one son 
remaining at home.  The Parkers 
have three grown daughters and 
another son attending Virginia 
Tech.

The meeting is open to all and 
treats will be provided by mem-
bers, attendees and volunteers. 

Today marks the birthday of 
some fairly well-known people.

Confederate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee was born on January 19, 
1807. He died in 1870.

He shares his birthday with: 

critic Edgar Allan Poe, 1809-
1849.

Cézanne, 1839-1906.

guitarist and mandolin player 
Lester Flatt, 1914-1979.

Joplin, 1943-1970.

actress Dolly Parton, who was 
born in 1946 and is still per-
forming.

Kinkade, 1958-2012.

1931-1995.
While the first seven left their 

footprints in the sands of time 
and Dolly is still making waves, 
my dad made a bigger impres-
sion.

You might not read about him 
in history books, see his work 
in museums or hear his voice 
on the radio, but a day doesn’t 
go by that I’m not reminded of 
him.

I inherited his work ethic, 
his appetite, his humor and his 
temper.

You’ve witnessed the influ-
ence of his wit and wisdom 
from time to time in this very 
column.

So it’s only fitting that we cel-
ebrate this day. We could raise 
a glass, eat cake, sing a happy 
birthday chorus.

But, in honor and memory of 
their courageous and creative 
spirit, I suggest we do some-
thing more profound.

Let’s get naked!
I’m not talking about streak-

ing through Kilmarnock—
heaven forbid.

Keep your clothes on and run 
by Northern Neck Popcorn Bag 
at 50 Irvington Road. 

Today is also National Pop-
corn Day and through Sunday, 
with the coupon found in their 
advertisement in this edition 
of the Record, Northern Neck 
Popcorn Bag is giving away 
a free snack size bag of their 
“naked” (plain, natural flavor) 
popcorn.

While there, you might want 
to sample from over 30 more 
available flavors. Take home a 
bag or three.

I can recommend the Key 
Lime Pie, Chocolate Covered 
Cherry, Buffalo Ranch, Ginger-
snap, Buttery White Cheddar, 
Maple, Pizza, Movie Theatre 
Butter and Rivah Mix—a cross 
between the Crabby Corn and 
Beer. 

They just unveiled a new 
flavor, Love at First, with 
Conversation Hearts and Pink 
Cotton Candy popcorn drizzled 
with white chocolate.

Or, in honor of Dad, melt 
some butter on the stove top and 
pour it over that naked snack.
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NOW OPEN!
Larry Carey

910.515.7431

J &
 L Treasures

Jack Field  
804.724.0808

2667 White Chapel Road, Lively

Treasures from the 1800s to present. 
Furniture, home decor, nautical and so much more!

STORE HOURS

For Chesapeake Bank’s 
John O’Shaughnessy,  
volunteering means helping 
people lead healthier lives.

For Executive Vice President and Senior Credit Officer John 

O’Shaughnessy, bringing healthcare to the needy is a true 

passion. That’s why he volunteers as board president of the 

Northern Neck Free Health Clinic, where low-income, uninsured 

residents living in NNFHC’s five-county service region can get 

the health and dental care they need. At Chesapeake Bank, 

we’re all about community. What’s your passion?  #ICareAbout

97 North Main Street  804-435-1181  chesbank.com

©2017 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

The 2017 General Assem-
bly opened on Wednesday, 
January 11, and I was re-
appointed to the committees 
on commerce and labor; agri-
culture, Chesapeake and natu-
ral resources; and privileges 
and elections.

I was appointed chairman 
of the elections subcommit-
tee and will continue to serve 
on the Chesapeake subcom-
mittee.

My office and I look for-
ward to highlighting several 
bills that I have patroned to 
benefit our region and the 
Commonwealth through our 
weekly updates during the 
2017 session. I am proud to 
continue supporting govern-
ment reform, improving 
public safety and enhancing 
education in the Common-
wealth. I will also spend an 
equal amount of time oppos-

Do you remember?
This postcard mailed in 1914 shows the interior of Richardson’s Drug Store, described as “The 
New York of the Northern Neck.” On the east side of North Main Street, the drug store was 
destroyed in the Kilmarnock fire of 1915, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the museum.

ing bills that threaten our 
businesses and family liber-
ties.

This week, I was visited 
by Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
staff and board members, 
officials from Peoples Com-
munity Bank, Chesapeake 
Bank, EVB and Union Bank 

& Trust as well as King 
George County Sheriff Steve 
Dempsey.

I am so thankful for the 
honor of serving the 99th Dis-
trict in the House of Delegates. 
Come visit in Richmond if 
you can or contact my office at 
698-1099, or delmransone@
house.virginia.gov. 

President-elect Donald Trump 
will take the oath of office 
Friday, January 20.

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation and Virginia 
State Police encourage drivers 
to plan ahead for road closures 
and delays across the National 
Capital Region associated with 
inaugural events on Friday, Janu-
ary 20.
Vehicular restrictions

will close at 3 a.m. on January 20. 
HOV lanes on I-395 will re-open 
southbound upon the conclusion 
of the Inaugural parade.

on I-66 (as well as on I-395 when 
the lanes reopen Friday evening).

will be open to all traffic.

open to pedestrian traffic and 
authorized vehicle traffic only.

Woodrow Wilson Bridge and the 

American Legion Bridge will be 
open to all traffic.

at Montgomery Street (City of 
Alexandria) to Reagan National 
Airport will be open.

For street closures and restric-
tions within the District and 
Maryland, visit secretservice.
gov/events/2017-Inaug/.

To avoid congestion and travel 
delays, residents are urged to use 
Metro, Virginia Railway Express 
and Amtrak for travel from Vir-
ginia into Washington, D.C., on 
Inauguration Day.

Those needing to travel are 
urged to seek alternate means 
of transportation and develop a 
backup route. For real-time Vir-
ginia traffic information, visit 
511virginia.org, or download the 
511 mobile app.
Planning ahead

Creating a personal transpor-
tation plan is essential to ensure 
the safest and most efficient 

travel experience in the Northern 
Virginia region on Inauguration 
Day.

Visit the wmata.com/service/
rail, or inauguration.dc.gov to 
determine public transporta-
tion schedules, routes and fares. 
Create an itinerary with route 
numbers/names, pick-up loca-
tions and times, fares, transfer 
locations and drop-off loca-
tions for both your destination 
and return trip. Determine the 
round-trip fare (if applicable) 
and follow the transit/rail opera-
tor’s instructions for fare collec-
tion. For example, some services 
require exact change.

To receive free emergency 
alerts and public notifications 
regarding the Inauguration, text 
the word “INAUG” to 888777. 
Text messaging fees may apply 
according to your cellular plan.

Official Inauguration itin-
eraries, events, and tickets are 
available through the Presi-

dential Inaugural Committee, 
58pic2017.org; Joint Congres-
sional Committee, inaugural.
senate.gov; District Govern-
ment, innauguration.dc.gov; and 
United States Secret Service, 
secretservice.gov. 

According to historical 
data compiled by the National 
Weather Service, the average 
temperature range for Janu-
ary 20 is between the mid-to-
upper 20s and the low-to-mid 
40s. Check weather forecasts in 
advance at weather.gov/.

Extra consideration should be 
given if planning to bring small 
children, elderly or anyone with 
a weakened immune system.

Plan for walking long dis-
tances, long lines at security 
checkpoints, extensive standing 
and large crowds.

Drones, selfie sticks, toy guns 
and weapons of any kind are 
banned from the Inauguration 
ceremony. 

President-elect Donald J. Trump will be sworn in Friday
President-elect Donald J. Trump and 

Vice President-elect Michael R. Pence will 
be sworn in to office Friday, January 20, on 
the west front of the U.S. Capitol. Joining 
them will be their families, members of 
Congress, the U.S. Supreme Court, diplo-
matic corps and other distinguished invited 
guests.

Former presidents Jimmy Carter, George 
W. Bush and Bill Clinton are expected to 
attend, as well as Hillary Clinton.

The 58th Presidential Inauguration Cer-
emony will begin at 9:30 a.m. with musi-
cal performances. “Make America Great 
Again” will be the inaugural theme, accord-
ing to the Presidential Inaugural Commit-
tee (PIC).

The swearing in ceremony will begin at 
11:30 a.m. and conclude at 12:30 p.m. No 

tickets are required for general admission.
Vice President-elect Pence will be sworn 

in by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence 
Thomas, using The Reagan Family Bible.

At noon, President-Elect Trump will be 
sworn in by U.S. Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts, using The Lincoln Bible 
as well as a Bible presented to him by his 
mother upon his graduation from Sunday 
Church Primary School at First Presbyte-
rian Church, Jamaica, New York, on Chil-
dren’s Day, June 12, 1955. 

“In his first inaugural address, President 
Lincoln appealed to the ‘better angels of 
our nature,’” said PIC chairman Tom Bar-
rack. “As he takes the same oath of office 
156 years later, President-elect Trump is 
humbled to place his hand on Bibles that 
hold special meaning both to his family and 

to our country.”
After taking the oath of office, President 

Trump, the 45th President of the United 
States, will deliver his inaugural address.

Related activities on Friday will include 
the inaugural parade from 3 to 5 p.m. More 
than 8,000 people will follow the President 
and Vice President as they proceed 1.5 
miles from the Capitol to the White House 
on Pennsylvania Avenue, continuing the 
tradition that began with Thomas Jefferson 
in 1801.

Festivities will continue into the night 
with three official inaugural balls and other 
galas throughout Washington, D.C.

The ceremony and many related activites 
will be covered by all major news networks.

For inauguration details, go to the PIC 
website, 58pic2017.org

Attending the Presidential Inauguration? Plan ahead
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Solution Seminar Series 2017
Your Future … Your Plan.
The New Year offers an opportunity to review and 
refresh your plans for the future.  

Join Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury  
CEO and President Stuart Bunting 2-3 p.m. on Jan. 24  
at RWC for fresh perspectives and discussion to  
ensure your plans lead to the future you desire.  
Refreshments provided.

RSVP to info@rw-c.org or 804-438-4175

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA.—Carl and Eleanor Green of 
White Stone were waiting at the Fort Lauderdale Hollywood 
International Airport for a 2:45 p.m. flight home Friday, January 
6, when a man opened fire on travelers, killing five and injuring 
six others. 

“We heard the popping sounds of the shots, but didn’t think 
anything of it,” said Carl Green. 

The couple was sitting near the baggage area, about 70 feet away 
from where the shooting occurred. They were unaware of the danger 
until a Jet Blue employee ran around the corner and announced there 
had been a shooting and told everyone to lie down.

“There was a lot of chaos,” Green said.
The gunman fired 10 to 15 rounds in a matter of seconds before 

he ran out of ammunition and dropped to the floor.
But the episode went on for hours for the Greens and all the 

other people as the airport shut down and flights were suspended. 
After some time, an employee opened a door and people ran 

out onto the tarmac, Green recalled. “We were on the tarmac for 
three and a half or four hours.”

Green said passengers had to either stand or sit on the concrete.
“As the sun was setting we 

were brought back in to the 
lower level for two and a half 
to three hours. There was a 
lot of security around us at 
all times.”

Eventually, the Greens and 
other passengers were bused 
to nearby Port Everglades 
where they were rescued 
by friend Dixon Whitworth 
around 2 a.m. and driven to 
a hotel. Whitworth drove the 
Greens to Orlando Sunday 
night where flight delays 
continued as a result of the 
incident. They finally arrived 
in Richmond late Sunday. 

Green admitted they were 
initially scared. But their 
concern was mostly for 
young travelers. “Some kids 
were traveling by them-
selves. No one was there to 
comfort them,” he said.

The alleged shooter, Este-
ban Santiago of Anchor-
age, Alaska, was declared 
indigent and was assigned a 
court appointed attorney. On 
Tuesday, January 17, he was 
given a pre-trial detention 
hearing.

Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers seeks information on the 
whereabouts of Thomas Harvey 
Samuels III.

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff’s Office holds warrants for 
Samuels, 26, who is wanted on a 
capias for contributing to delin-
quency of a child; sexual abuse 
of a child and carnal knowledge-
statutory rape (no force).

He is described as a white male 
with blue eyes and brown hair. He 
is 5 feet 5 inches tall and weighs 
115 pounds.

His last known address was 7 
Cherry Point Drive, White Stone. 

Report information on the 
whereabouts of Thomas Harvey 
Samuels III to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463. You 
do not have to give your name or 
appear in court. All information 
is confidential.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
newly formed Chesapeake Bay 
Narcotics Task Force, consist-
ing of the sheriff’s offices in 
Northumberland and Lancaster 
counties along with the Vir-
ginia Police Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation Drug Enforce-
ment Division, hit the streets 
running with their first roundup 
of the year, named “Get it 
Going.” 

Officers from these agencies 
recently arrested 15 offenders on 
a total of 23 charges, all narcot-
ics related. There were a total of 
nine misdemeanor and 14 felony 
charges placed.

Northumberland Sheriff Doc 
Lyons and Lancaster Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie announced the 

following charges:

Heathsville, possession of mari-
juana.

Heathsville, possession of mari-
juana.

Stone, distribution of a Class III 
narcotic, distribution of heroin 
and conspiracy to distribute 
heroin.

Burgess, distribution of a Class 
IV narcotic and distribution of 
cocaine.

Burgess, distribution of cocaine 
and ecstasy and distribution of 
an imitation schedule 1 or II 
drug.

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported charges against six 
individuals.
Felonies

Bryson J. Dunlap, 47, of 
Windmill Point Road was 
charged January 13 with the 
felonies of altering or defacing 
a serial number and revocation 
of a suspended sentence and 
probation.
Misdemeanors

A Reynolds Farm Road 
woman, 30, was charged Janu-
ary 10 with assault and battery 
of a family member. 

A Jessie duPont Memorial 
Highway man, 23, was charged 
January 11 with contempt of 
court.

A Greenwood Court man, 25, 
was charged January 13 with 
contempt of court.

A Carters Cove Road man, 
25, was charged January 15 
with violation of pretrial condi-
tions.

A Richmond woman, 22, was 
charged January 15 with public 
intoxication and/or swearing.

Activity report
January 9: Staff responded 

to the 800 block of Nuttsville 
Road for a domestic disturbance 
which included destruction of 
property, and to the 100 block 
of Waverly Avenue to assist the 
Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) with a domestic distur-
bance that involved alcohol.

January 10: Staff responded 
to the 800 block of Blueberry 
Point Road to check the well-
being of an elderly female, 
to Johns Neck Road for an 
abandoned vehicle, to a walk-
in report of obtaining money 
by false pretenses, to the 800 
block of Rappahannock Drive 
for a two-vehicle traffic crash, 
to Crawfords Corner Road for 
a single-vehicle traffic crash, 
and to the 1100 block of Light 
Street to assist the Northum-
berland County Sheriff’s Office 
(NCSO) with a domestic distur-
bance.

January 11: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Oak Leaf 
Drive for a domestic distur-

bance that involved alcohol and 
prescription medication, to the 
100 block of Ice House Drive 
for a domestic disturbance, 
to Mary Ball Road between 
Kilmarnock and White Stone 
for a reckless driver traveling 
at a very high rate of speed, and 
to Oak Farm Road for a vehicle 
crash with an injury.

January 12: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of School 
Street for the report of weapons 
being discharged, to the 100 
block of Edgewood Lane for 
a disorderly person, to White 
Chapel and Mary Ball roads for 
a reckless driver, to the 1300 
block of Irvington Road for a 
two-vehicle traffic crash with 
injuries, and to the 300 block of 
Fleets Bay Road for a domestic 
disturbance that resulted in an 
arrest for assault and battery of 
a family member by Virginia 
State Police (VSP).

January 13: Staff responded 
to Mary Ball Road between 
Lancaster and Kilmarnock for 
the report of a reckless driver 
that nearly struck two other 
vehicles, to the 100 block of 
Old Fairground Way to assist 
KPD with a disorderly person, 
to the 800 block of Rappahan-
nock Drive for the theft of fuel 
from a convenience store, to the 
100 block of Gaskins Road for 
destruction of property, to Mary 
Ball Road for a possible intoxi-
cated driver, and to Mary Ball 
Road to assist VSP with the 
search of a stopped vehicle.

January 14: Staff responded 
to the 300 block of North Main 
Street to assist KPD with a 
trespasser, to Mary Ball and 
Courthouse roads for a verbal 
disagreement, to the 100 block 
of Cedar Lane to assist KPD 
with a domestic disturbance, 
to the 300 block of Edgewater 
Farm Road for suspicious activ-
ity, and to the 100 block Harris 
Road to assist other agencies 
with a disorderly subject.

January 15: Staff responded 
to the 1400 block of Chestnut 
Grove Lane to investigate the 
report of an unattended death, 
to Weems Road for a hunting 
violation and unsafe shoot-

ing practices, to Weems Road 
for the report of a two-vehicle 
traffic crash, to the 200 block 
of Major Cove Road for a sus-
picious vehicle, and to the 100 
block of Harris Road to assist 
NCSO with an intoxicated 
person.

Staff also conducted 22 
traffic stops, issued five sum-
monses, assisted four motorists, 
handled a call for traffic con-
trol, investigated eight building 
alarms, logged an inmate trans-
port, received eight E911 hang-
up calls and fielded five calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
an electrical fire on Mosquito 
Point Road, to a traffic crash 
on Weems Road, and with the 
Kilmarnock VFD to a structure 
fire on Cherry Point Drive.

The Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to traffic crashes on 
Crawfords Corner and Irving-
ton roads.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Oak Farm Road.

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock town council will 
meet at 7 p.m. Monday, January 23, in the Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

The council will discuss the renewal of the town’s cable fran-
chise with Metrocast. 

LANCASTER—The Lancaster planning commission 
will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, January 19, at the County Adminis-
tration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

A public hearing will be held on an application from Carolyn 
Quinn of Dug in Farms LLC to rezone two parcels from resi-
dential to agriculture. The parcels, at 155 Fleets Bay Road near 
Kilmarnock are 7.533-acres and 1.208-acres.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning com-
mission will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, January 19, at the Northum-
berland County Courts Building, 220 Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

The commission will elect a new chairman and vice chairman, 
review the meeting time and by-laws and discuss the 2016 End-
of-the-Year Report.

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster 
detectives were called Tuesday 
to investigate the discovery of 
suspected human remains behind 
the Holly Court Apartments on 
Wiggins Avenue in Kilmarnock.

Lancaster County Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie said his depart-
ment received a call around 2:30 
p.m. Tuesday after a termite 
inspector dug something up 
behind the apartment complex 
that he thought might be human 
bones.

“We don’t believe they are the 
remains of a human,” said Sher-
iff McCranie. “No evidence of 
bones was found.”

Sheriff McCranie said Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff Doc 
Lyons was also on the scene. 
“He’s seen a lot of remains, but 
he didn’t think these were bones.”

Because it was unclear just 
what had been unearthed, photo-
graphs were taken to send to an 
anthropologist for identification.

“We took a lot of precautions 
just to make sure,” said Sheriff 
McCranie.

Also on the scene were Lan-
caster’s chief of detectives Tim 
Self, detectives Brian O’Bier and 
Steve Sorensen and Kilmarnock 
Chief of Police Mike Bedell.

Passengers waited for hours on the tarmac. Photo by Carl Green

White Stone couple witnesses 
airport shooting on January 6

Carl Green (above) and 
his wife were caught in the 
January 6 shooting incident 
in Fort Lauderdale. Photo by 
Audrey Thomasson

A boy separated in the chaos of a recent shooter incident at 
Ft. Lauderdale Hollywood International Airport is reunited 
with his mother. Photo by Carl Green

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Drug task force announces 15 arrests

Authorities investigate
discovery of ‘remains’

by Audrey Thomasson

CRIME 
SOLVERS

attempt to distribute a Class II 
narcotic.

Callao, distribution of heroin.

Essex County, distribution of a 
Class II narcotic. 

-
thumberland County, two charges 
of distribution of marijuana.

distribution of cocaine.
-

ville, two charges of distribution 
of marijuana.

-
gess, possession of marijuana.

possession of marijuana.

Caret, distribution of a Class II 
narcotic.

There are outstanding indict-
ments for the following individu-
als:

-
dlesex County.

-
ville. 

Callao.

These persons are urged to turn 
themselves in to law enforcement 
as soon as possible, said Sheriff 
Lyons.  
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WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13

A termite inspector called authorities after making this 
discovery behind the Holly Court Apartments in Kilmarnock. 
Photo courtesy of the Lancaster County Sheriff ’s Office. 


