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KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce this week announced 
the selection of its Business Person of the Year 
and the Chamber Volunteer of the Year.

The awards will be presented at the chamber’s 
annual meeting and dinner at 5:30 p.m. January 
28 at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club, 362 
Club Drive, Kilmarnock.  

Lindsy Gardner was nominated for Business 
Person of the Year by members of the com-
munity with overwhelming support, reported 
chamber executive director Anne Paparella.

“The nominations for Gardner spoke highly 
of her leadership attributes as well as the count-
less hours and commitment she has given 
towards our community,” said Paparella. 

A native of Linden, Ala., Gardner is a gradu-
ate of the University of Alabama and the Uni-
versity of Maryland. She moved to Kilmarnock 
in September 2007 from Demopolis, Ala., 
where she was director of the Demopolis Public 
Library for seven years.

Gardner is the director of the Lancaster 
Community Library, a position she’s held for 
over nine years. She successfully designed and 
implemented a multi-channel capital campaign 
and coordinated a 27,000-square-foot building 
renovation to help expand and enhance the Lan-
caster Community Library.

Her involvement and leadership in the com-
munity expands well beyond the walls of the 
library. As a founding member of both Northern 
Neck Visions and of Lead Northern Neck she 
has sought to bring economic development to 
Lancaster County. Additionally, she has served 
on Kilmarnock’s planning commission and as 
president, secretary and treasurer of Kilmar-
nock-Irvington White Stone Rotary.

She serves as president of the YMCA Camp 

Kekoka board. In her free time she volunteers 
with many other nonprofit organizations.

Gardner may be a librarian, but she also has 
a wild side, she says. She’s plunged into freez-
ing cold Indian Creek for the Kekoka Polar 
Bear Plunge, attempted the Tarzan swing at the 
Kekoka Mud Run, jumped out of a perfectly 
good airplane to celebrate the success of the 
library’s recent capital campaign, and partici-
pated in the bacon eating contest at the State 

Fair of Virginia.
When she’s not working, volunteering or 

walking her dog, Butch, she’s watching or 
researching Alabama football.

“The chamber wishes to thank Lindsy for her 
efforts and leadership, and convey appreciation 
for keeping our community viable and headed 
toward the future,” said Paparella.

The executive board also picked Joanna Mar-
chetti as its Chamber Volunteer of the Year.

“Joanna is a great choice, with her hard work 
and genuine interest in the chamber,” said Papa-
rella.

“Joanna has served as the chair person for the 
Taste by the Bay event since its inception four 
years ago. She brings much enthusiasm, energy 
and creativity to this chamber signature event. 
Joanna has also been instrumental in organizing 
many new events for the chamber. She is such 
a great source of ideas and works very hard 
behind the scenes to make our events success-
ful.” 

A native of Gloucester and a graduate of 
James Madison University, Marchetti moved 
to Lancaster in 2008 and began working for the 
Rappahannock Record.

In 2011, she was hired by Rappahannock 
General Hospital for public relations and mar-
keting and has continued as the hospital has 
transitioned to Bon Secours.  

Marchetti also serves on the board for the 
Northern Neck Family YMCA.

She, her husband, Anthony, and their two chil-
dren attend Grace Episcopal Church and live in 
White Stone.

“The board thanks Joanna for her time and 
energy in organizing and coordinating events 
that benefit the chamber and the people of Lan-
caster County,” said Paparella.

Tickets for the annual meeting and dinner are 
$50 each and include a drink ticket, appetizers, 
dinner and dessert. Cocktail hour will begin at 
5:30 p.m.

The event will have a Mardi Gras theme and 
there will be a jazz band.

For tickets, call Paparella, 435-6092, visit 
the Chamber office, 129 South Main Street, 
Kilmarnock, or go to lancasterva.com. Register 
by January 25.

Chamber announces business person and volunteer of the year

Joanna MarchettiLindsy Gardner

KILMARNOCK —The town’s dis-
cussion on short term vacation rental 
homes began with the Kilmarnock plan-
ning commission Monday night. 

Planning and zoning director Marshall 
Sebra said it is necessary to begin talk-
ing about this topic due to its growing 
popularity. 

“We have one residential property in 
town that is being advertised and used as 
a tourist short term rental home, outside 
of bed and breakfasts,” said Sebra. 

“There could possibly be more 
because they may not advertise for us to 
see them,” said commission member Les 
Spivey. 

“We’re not collecting lodging tax on 
that and we need to iron that out, but 
our ordinance also does not allow tour-
ist homes in our R1 residential district,” 
said Sebra. 

“Personally, I think that any place that 
does this should be charged the tax to go 
with it,” said member John Raymond. 

If a bunch of people started doing the 
short term vacation rentals, there will be 
competition among them and the bed 
and breakfasts and hotels, said Spivey. 

He indicated that it would not be fair 

to impose a lodging tax on some and not 
others.

An ordinance needs to be in place to 
prevent inequity and to control the issue. 
Once it is brought to everyone’s attention 
that they have to have a permit and pay 
tax, it will cause some to stop doing it 
because they don’t want the bother, some 
will get the permit and others will try to 
hide, said Spivey. 

Sebra said the town can approve a 
conditional use permit to cover any short 
term vacation rentals to include Airbnb 
and vacation rental by owner (VRBO). 

“I think our situation is fairly simple 
because we already have a definition of 
tourist home; we may be able to change 
the definition a little bit but we already 
have the taxing process in place,” said 
Sebra. 

“It’s simply not allowed in the R1 resi-
dential district right now. You’ll need a 
conditional use permit if you are in R1 
residential district. So the real question 
is if you want to allow it or keep it like 
it is and say it’s not allowed period. But 
if you do that, then you are cutting out 
the opportunity for tourists to come in,” 
he said. 

Sebra will bring a related recommen-
dation to the next meeting.

Town considers zoning
and tax implications for
short term vacation rentals

by Madison White Franks

There's a growing trend to include pets in engagement photos and have 
them attend and participate in the wedding ceremony.

Send us a photo and tell us in 100 words or less how you included your dog 
or cat in your nuptials and it may appear in Bliss, a Wedding Guide for the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula. The annual supplement will appear in 
the January 26 issues of the Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel. 

The deadline for entries is Monday, January 16. Remember to identify those 
in the photo, from left to right.

Send your story and photo to the Rappahannock Record by email, editor@
rapprecord.com; by mail, Rappahannock Record, PO Box 400, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482; or bring it to the office at 27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock. 

Married with pets?

Snow falls on the Northern Neck
Anticipating a blizzard,  Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) crews and contracted help were ready 
to roll at the first sign of a snowflake. Above, trucks wait for the coming storm Friday night, January 6, at the 
Greenvale facility in Lancaster.  Gov. Terry McAuliffe declared a state of emergency earlier in the day and urged 
residents to prepare for impacts from a winter storm system, which potentially could result in significant snow 
accumulation, hazardous road conditions, and high winds. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

On Saturday morning, VDOT reported that crews worked overnight to plow roads and apply sand and salt to 
reduce icing and improve traction, and would continue working through the storm in 12-hour shifts, 24 hours a 
day, until all roads were safe for travel. Once 2 inches of snow accumulated on the road surface, plowing began.  
Above, crews are busy treating and clearing primary and major secondary routes in and around Kilmarnock 
on Saturday. As evening approached, they returned to treat previously plowed roads, ramps and bridges for 
re-freezing. More than 10 inches of snow accumulated in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas. The 
goal was to make all roads passable 48 hours after the storm’s end. Passable, defined by VDOT, is an 8-foot to 
10-foot path, drivable with caution (the road will not necessarily be cleared curb-to-curb, or have bare pavement). 
Progress continued through Sunday despite below freezing temperatures. On Monday afternoon, VDOT reported 
crews were working in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula to make all secondary roads passable. Warmer 
temperatures on Tuesday and rain early Wednesday helped melt packed-down areas of snow, and temperatures 
in the 60s were predicted for Thursday. The storm shut down most activities for several days, including  
Sunday church services. Schools were closed Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. More snow photos on page A6. 
Photo by Robert Mason Jr.
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

New Exhibit January 3 - 28

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Vote for your favorite artwork

You
Be The Judge

WHITE STONE—Mayor 
Randy Reeves remembers 
when White Stone was once a 
“booming town,” where resi-
dents could do most of their 
shopping and find entertain-
ment. He’d like to see that past 
as the town’s future. 

Reeves read his vision 
statement for White Stone 
at last Thursday’s meeting, 
which included a public hear-
ing on input for a downtown 
revitalization project. No one 
from the business community 
attended and there were no 
public comments.

The hearing is one of three 
required as part of a reappli-
cation for a Virginia Depart-
ment of Housing and Com-
munity (DHCD) block grant 
for a commercial renovation 
project. White Stone was not 
on the list of recipients for a 
grant when it was released in 
the fall 2016. However, town 

The White Stone Town Council recently announced 
the winners of its annual Christmas decorating con-
test judged December 21.  

Awards were given to both commercial and resi-
dential properties, reported town manager Patrick 
Frere. 

Tad Pittman placed first in residential decorating; 
Ann Brittingham, second; and Ira Shelton, third. 

Trimbles’ Tavern Antiques placed first among com-
mercial properties; Country Cottage, second; and 
Sandpiper Restaurant, third.

HEATHSVILLE—School 
employee Michael Ransome’s 
$7.4 million lawsuit against 
the Northumberland County 
School Board was moved from 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court to the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District 
on December 28, at the request 
of the defendants. 

Jim H. Guynn Jr., attorney 
for defendants Dana O’Bier 
and Gayle Sterrett, filed a 
demurrer with the federal court 
the following day asking for 
dismissal of the suit on behalf 
of his clients, stating that Ran-
some’s complaints have no 
basis in law and should be dis-
missed. 

Ransome’s lawsuit was filed 
November 9 and stemmed from 
his removal June 29 as princi-
pal of the middle school to a 
position in the central office. 
While his salary remained the 
same at some $79,000, his 
lawsuit claims that O’Bier and 
Sterrett, along with middle 
school parent Steve Berman, 
conspired together to remove 
him in violation of his contract. 

Guynn wrote that Ransome 
failed to support many of his 
claims, including breach of 
contract since he is an “at-will 
employee,” meaning he could 
be terminated without cause. 
Also, Guynn noted that per-
sonal employment interests 
are not actionable and that the 
claim of “tortious interference” 
is barred since there is no sup-
port for breach of contract. 

“The complaint fails to allege 
a mutual agreement required to 
form a conspiracy…and fails to 
sufficiently allege special dam-
ages resulting from defendants’ 
alleged conspiracy,” Guynn 
wrote.

Additionally, he points out 

that Ransome failed to suf-
ficiently prove that an adverse 
employment action was taken 
against him and that he failed 
to exhaust his administrative 
remedies.

“There is no cause of action 
for violation of school board 
policy,” Guynn added. “Claims 
against the school board…are 
barred by the doctrine of sover-
eign immunity.”
Freedom of 
Information

Ransome acquired school 
board emails and correspon-
dence in August through a 
request under the Freedom of 
Information Act. The Rappah-
annock Record made the same 
request prior to the Christmas 
break, with the exception of 
items in Ransome’s personnel 
file which are protected by law.

While Ransome’s lawsuit 
claims violation of his person-
nel file by O’Bier and Sterrett, 
he offers no supporting proof in 
the documentation. If there was 
a conspiracy, it was not evident 
in the materials supplied by the 
clerk of the school board. 

Also, the materials offer 
little to support allegations that 
he was “targeted, harassed and 
repeatedly defamed” by O’Bier 
and Sterrett and that they were 
“motivated by hatred, spite, ill-
will and a desire to injure” him. 

Ransome’s lawsuit substanti-
ates those allegations, in part, 
with the complaints made 
about his community lectures 
on “white privilege.” 

In text messages, O’Bier and 
a redacted source agree “…he 
has a right to do this but not as 
a representative of the school” 
which is inferred by the use of 
his principal title in the pro-
motional material. In another 
series of text messages between 
O’Bier and a redacted source, 
O’Bier says her phone is blow-

Mayor Reeves shares vision  for a thriving White Stone
White Stone posts
decoration winners

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

manager Patrick Frere and the 
town council plan to resubmit 
an application in 2017. 

Council will hold other 
public hearings on February 2 
and March 2. 

Following the hearing last 
week, town planning com-

going through our town will 
then take the opportunity to 
stop and shop in our quaint 
little town.”

Reeves said at one time the 
town included grocery, drug, 
general merchandise and 
clothing stores, along with 
a movie theater and bowling 
alley. Residents seldom left to 
go to Kilmarnock to shop. 

He said he’s realistic and 
knows many of those busi-
nesses won’t return to White 
Stone, but he would like to see 
residents have more options 
for shopping and entertain-
ment. 

“I don’t want to see huge 
commercial growth,” said 
Reeves. “But I do want the 
town to be large enough that 
you can shop for main house-
hold items and necessities but 
still be able to raise your chil-
dren in a safe and rural set-
ting.”

Council members Paul 
Elbourn, Kelli Blankenship, 
Blair Kenyon, Drew Hub-
bard, Will Hubbard and Irving 
Brittingham said they agreed 
with Reeves’s vision. Coun-
cil member Joe Sliakis was 
absent. 

Brittingham said he sees 
the town’s new public sewer 
project opening up all kinds of 
options for business develop-
ment. 

Council decided at a spe-
cial meeting on December 15 
to reapply for the downtown 
revitalization grant and Frere 
then began the process. 

“A lot of this is repetitive,” 
he said. The town’s public 
hearings for the grant were 
well-attended last spring and 
Bowman Consulting Group 
of Williamsburg was hired 
for a preliminary engineering 
report (PER). 

That report has to be 
updated for the reapplication. 
Council voted unanimously, 
6-0, to accept a new estimate 
of $2,500 for a revised PER. 
Brittingham made the motion 
to accept the estimate from 
Bowman and Blankenship 
made the second. 

In a related issue, council 
voted unanimously to adopt a 
resolution regarding pre-con-
tract documents for the down-
town Community Develop-
ment Block Grant application. 

The resolution is also a 
requirement of the grant pro-
cess. Kenyon made the motion 
to accept and D. Hubbard sec-
onded. 

In other business, council 
voted unanimously to place a 
memorial brick in the Village 
Green for John “Jack” Price 
Johnson III, who served on the 
council from 2000-08. John-
son died on January 2, 2017. 

Lawsuit against Northumberland
school board moved to federal court

by Audrey Thomasson ing up with messages that Ran-
some is referring to her as a 
“racist.”

As evidence of his success as 
a principal, Ransome includes 
in his lawsuit a favorable rec-
ommendation from his former 
employer, the Westmoreland 
school district, and several 
performance reports penned 
by former superintendent Dr. 
Rebecca Gates. Additionally, 
Gates supplied him with her 
personal hand-written notes 
covering conversations with the 
defendants.

Both O’Bier and Sterrett 
denied the accuracy of Gates’s 
interpretation of events and 
conversations. O’Bier said she 
documented all her conversa-
tions with Gates.

“I took notes during my 
meetings with her…and 
recordings of open board meet-
ings,” O’Bier said.

Ransome has 21 days to 
respond to the defendants’ 
motion to dismiss. The court 
will then rule on the motion.

Ransome is director of the 
achievement gap initiative in 
the central office.

mission chairman John Talia-
ferro asked council members 
if they had thought about their 
visions for the downtown area. 
Taliaferro had asked council to 
come up with individual plans 
at the December meeting. 

“I would like to see a busi-
ness area contained down the 
corridor of Route 3 and Route 
200,” said Reeves. “These 
businesses would consist of 
small family-owned busi-
nesses and small chain stores 
such as dollar stores, a grocery 
store, fast food restaurant, and 
specialty stores. 

“I believe after these stores 
are built, the traveling public 

IRVINGTON—Town council will hold two meetings in the 
upcoming days. Council’s regular monthly meeting will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. tonight, January 12, and a joint session with the 
planning commission is set for 5 p.m. Monday, January 16. Both 
meetings will take place in the town hall, 235 Steamboat Road.

Agenda items for tonight’s meeting include committee reports 
and an update by town administrator Bob Hardesty on rough 
estimates for possibly moving or resurfacing the tennis courts. 
A closed session is planned to consider legal issues regarding a 
private construction project off King Carter Road.

Monday’s joint session will allow planners to review suggested 
revisions to the town’s comprehensive plan. 

KILMARNOCK—Town council will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 
January 23, in the town hall at 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

The meetings for January and February are being postponed a 
week due to the observance of federal holidays.  

LANCASTER—The planning commission will hold a 
public hearing on an application for rezoning at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
January 19, in the County Administration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster.

Planners will consider an application from Carolyn Quinn of 
Dug in Farms LLC to rezone two parcels from residential to agri-
culture. The 7.533-acre and 1.208-acre parcels are at 155 Fleets 
Bay Road near Kilmarnock.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of super-
visors will meet at 5 p.m. today, January 12, in the Northumber-
land County Courts Building, 220 Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

The supervisors will conduct a public hearing at 7 p.m. to 
solicit input on community development and housing needs in 
relation to the Community Development Block Grant funding 
initiative for the Callao Revitalization project. 

The supervisors also will conduct closed sessions at 4 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. to interview two firms that have submitted propos-
als for the former EVB building in Heathsville.

CLARAVILLE—The Northumberland school board 
postponed its January 9 meeting due to safety issues as a result 
of the weekend’s snow event.

The meeting is rescheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, January 17, in 
the NHS auditorium, 210 Academic Lane, Claraville.   

The Agenda
Local Government News
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BonSecoursBariatric.com

Just be yourself.

Isn’t that what 

they always say?

Doesn’t it sound so simple?

But for many people  

who struggle with their 

weight, sometimes it’s  

easier said than done.

Bon Secours Surgical Weight 

Loss Center offers proven 

methods for reducing and 

managing your weight in a 

practical and healthy way, 

along with a support program 

that will put you on the right 

track and help you stay there.

All provided by a  

team of specialists united  

by a single goal. 

Your goal. 

To just be 

yourself.

SURGICAL WEIGHT 
LOSS CENTER

At Bon Secours Surgical Weight 
Loss Center, we use a multidisciplinary 
team approach, which helps patients 

lose weight successfully. Research has 
shown that committed patients who 

have this type of team support before, 
during and after surgery have the 
greatest chance to achieve their 

weight loss goals.

Our goal is to help our patients 
with significant, permanent weight loss 

so that they can lead healthier, 
more active lives.

If you are interested in a surgical 
weight loss procedure for yourself 
or someone you care for, take our 

“Am I a Candidate?” online screening. 
It will help you understand who 

qualifies for a procedure.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

When Mother Nature distributed mater-
nal instincts, she outdid herself with 

Jayne Jackson, who died last month at the age 
of 84.

Some people are born to their calling in 
life, a truism exemplified throughout Jayne’s 
course on this planet, first with her own four 
daughters, and in a broader perspective with 
all the children whom she encountered. She 
saw her role as welcoming new life into this 
world, and showing her abiding concern and 
interest thereafter.

As I began writing this item, I mentioned to 
my family the topic, and asked if they had any 
thoughts. The elder B. E. immediately said, 
“Say that she was a great mother.” For many 
of us that was Jayne’s persona. She found 
happiness in seeing children progress, and 
was always eager to learn of their comings 
and goings. She saw their futures as being her 
own, and manifested that conviction through-
out her life.

Jayne and her husband, Jimmie, have been 
well known fixtures in the Irvington commu-
nity for decades. Jimmie and his late brother, 
Bob, were mainstays at the Tides Inn where 

they spent their careers contributing mightily 
to that institution’s reputation for great hospi-
tality. Bob was a regular sight after the Inn’s 
breakfast hour on Sunday mornings driving 
to church in Kilmarnock, wearing his best 
summer sports jacket, to perform his duties 
as an usher, then rushing back to his role as 
maître d’ for lunch in the main dining room. 
After church everyone knew not to delay Bob 
with trivial conversation.

Jimmie learned the name of every guest, 
who liked to sit with whom, and even what 
were the favorites of each on the menu. At 
their own home in Irvington, a short hop 
from the Inn, Jayne and Jimmie continued to 
raise a magnificent garden, worthy of adver-
tisement in a seed catalog or on a garden 
video. In recent years their garden plot has 

decreased, but according to Jayne the pro-
duction has increased. She found her horti-
cultural niche in growing flowers of all types, 
and had a knack for putting them together in 
original ways.

Jayne valued all aspects of beauty. She 
majored in music at the Shenandoah Con-
servatory of Music, and after moving to the 
Northern Neck, she used her profound skills 
as a teacher in the Lancaster school system. 
In that venue, again her maternal direction 
led her genuinely to care for her pupils, and to 
delight in their achievements, both academic 
and personal.

Each year Jimmie and Jayne wintered in his 
native Florida. He and Bob grew up in Punta 
Gorda, the seat of Charlotte County, a small 
southwest city that was ravaged by Hurricane 
Charley in 2004. Jimmie’s license plate on 
his pickup truck references PGU. I asked him 
what the letters represented, and he replied, 
“Punta Gorda University,” an institution that 
exists only on that license plate.

Jayne was especially kind and enthusiasti-
cally supportive when she found that I had 
committed matrimony, and 15 months later 

as the first B.E. arrived her happiness was 
transparent, as it was another 15 months later 
when the second B.E. arrived. From that time, 
she would ask about the “B.E.s.” My Good 
Wife and I appreciated her caring for us, and 
realized that she genuinely was that way with 
children. As they grew she would engage 
them in conversation, showing that age was 
immaterial in her relationships with others. 

One winter from Florida she sent the Elder 
B.E. a bottle to be tossed into the sea with 
a note inside. He has cherished it to such an 
extent that he keeps it as a memento of her, 
rather than heaving it into the water to see 
where it will go.   

In any grouping of people Jayne stood out 
with her distinctive white hair and tasteful 
attire. She understood how to present her-
self in appearance and demeanor in ways 
that were memorable to those who knew her. 
She did so modestly, which quality was but 
another of her many impressive attributes. In 
every respect she lived her life to the fullest, 
both for her family and her friends.

Jayne Viel Jackson, September 12, 1932 – 
December 29, 2016.  R.I.P.

The elder B. E. immediately 
said, “Say that she was a 
great mother.” For many of 
us that was Jayne’s persona.

Focal Point

Let it snow.

Photo by Garnett Fisher

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

It's a beautiful concept. 
One that promotes good will 
towards others. 

Grace allows for diversity in 
a framework of decency, greet-
ing fear, hate and cynicism 
with a quiet challenge to act 
with dignity and civility. 

As a concept rooted deeply 
in universal love, grace speaks 
to the deliverance from hatred, 

Grace demanding a posture of humil-
ity, poise and enlightenment. 
Grace requires those with dif-
fering opinions to listen and 
speak with an openness to the 
vast wisdom of humanity, but 
proves elusive and unconvinc-
ing in those who call for action 
from a place of destructive vit-
riol. 

Grace helps us express our 
thoughts and opinions in a 
polite and thoughtful manner. 

It demands accountability in 
both the written and spoken 
word and assures that our voice 
is not rude or vindictive.

 Grace promotes hope, and 
as Emily Dickinson so grace-
fully writes, “Hope inspires the 
good to reveal itself.”

 Grace. To do honor by one's 
presence. It's a beautiful con-
cept. 

Holly Archard,
White Stone

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
The Northern Neck March-

ers have filled a bus of 55 
people to go to the Women's 
March on Washington. 

The march is a rally in 
Washington, D.C., on Janu-
ary 21, one day after the 
inauguration of President-
elect Donald J. Trump. 

"We don't affiliate our-
selves with any organiza-
tion but we are like-minded 
people. We have gained 
momentum in this effort due 
to our excitement and the 
need to be involved," said 
trip coordinator Hope Jack-
son.

The Northern Neck 
Marchers recently organized 
to participate in the march. 
Jackson said the purpose of 
the march and that of the 
Northern Neck Marchers is 
to stand up for protecting 
the rights of all people in the 
U.S. 

"We respect the rights of 
others to protest peacefully 
in keeping with the prin-

ciples of our Democracy. 
We are committed to keep-
ing those principles alive by 
maintaining vigilance over 
any threats to our free press, 
voters rights, health care, 
women's rights, reproductive 
rights, full vetting of politi-
cal appointees, protection 
of Medicare/Medicaid and 
Social Security for people of 
all ethnicities and religions," 
said Jackson. 

"Our goal in Washington 
on the 21st is to look forward 
and put the new government 
on notice that we are watch-
ing, we are vocal, and we are 
not going away." 

Jackson indicated that men 
will participate in the march 
as well. 

The full bus will leave 
from Kilmarnock at 5 a.m. 
and any others who want to 
go will be referred to a bus 
leaving from Gloucester. 
Those who might be inter-
ested in joining the march 
should call 840-4831.

Group organizes for
upcoming Women’s
March on Washington

The Lancaster County 
Republican Committee will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17, at Chesapeake Bank 
Training Center, 51 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

Chuck Smith of Virginia 
Beach, a candidate for the 
Republican nomination for 
attorney general in the June 
primary, will speak, reported 
chairman Sue Clingan. 

Smith is an attorney with 36 
years’ experience practicing 
law. He is also a U.S. Marine, 
and a retired U.S. Navy com-
mander. He is a former chair-
man of the Virginia Beach 
Republican Committee.  

Del. Glenn Davis Jr. of 
Virginia Beach, a candidate 
for lieutenant governor in the 
Republican primary in the 
June, will have a representa-
tive at the meeting to speak 
as well, said Clingan. Davis 
is a two-term member of the 

Chuck Smith to visit
Lancaster Republicans

Chuck Smith

House of Delegates and a 
former member of the Virginia 
Beach City Council. He is a 
businessman with background 
as a telecommunications man-
agement entrepreneur.      

Other committee business 
will include discussion about 
plans for the Reagan Day 
Dinner set for March 19.

The Lancaster County NAACP 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, Jan-
uary 17, at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 16 Town Centre 
Drive, Kilmarnock.

“We will make committee 
assignments, swear in officers 
who missed the December meet-
ing and establish goals and objec-
tives for the year,” said Lloyd 
Hill. “Please bring your dues up 
to date as we need each of you to 
be successful.”

NAACP
will meet
January 17

Rappahannock 
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Newsmakers 2016: Star 
status.

Let’s review the year just past 
recognizing some of the news-
makers gracing the pages of the 
Rappahannock Record.

Webster’s New World College 
Dictionary defines “newsmaker” 
as a person whose activities or 
accomplishments are reported 
as news, especially one who is a 
prominent figure in the news.”

A quick survey of the pages 
found a few newsmakers whose 
likenesses repeated.

Keep in mind the survey was 
conducted late at night when I 
should have been sleeping and 
may have been dreaming so I 
probably missed a couple of 
images. Team or group shots 
where the accompanying cutline 
didn’t identify the folks in the 
photo became a blur as quickly 
as I could turn to the next page.

Kilmarnock town council 
member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn 
appeared in 16 photos by my 
count. In addition to town 
council coverage and other com-
munity activities, she also made 
Record, state and national news 
as Ms Senior Virginia 2016.

Tom Smith and Rick Jones 
each appeared at least 13 times 
in photos for their marksman-
ship in Rappahannock Pistol 
and Rifle Club competition.

State heavyweight wrestling 
champion Sam Bouis, a 2016 
graduate of Lancaster High 
School, bounced from the mat 
onto the page a dozen times.

Lancaster Community 
Library director Lindsy Gard-
ner’s smile appeared at least a 
dozen times while representing 
the library in it’s completion 
of a capital campaign, renova-
tions and relocation, and active 
involvement with community 
nonprofits. She even made the 
front page as a contender in 
the State Fair of Virginia bacon 
eating contest, sponsored by 
Smithfield Foods.

Lancaster County Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie was caught in the 
lens 11 times.

Active in a variety of club 
activities and musical pur-
suits, Dr. Cheryl Brown Davis 
appeared in 11 photographs, 
often sporting a fancy hat.

Richard Henry Lee Chapter 
Sons of the American Revolu-
tion president Don Smith also 
appeared 11 times.

Chesapeake Academy student 
Elizabeth Stanley was a repeat 
on the school and sports pages, 
11 times. 

Red Devils student athlete 
James Coleman also hit double 
digits with 11 appearances.

Several folks, too numerous 
to name, tallied 10 shots each.

Although I didn’t make 
double digits, I set a personal 
best of seven pics, including a 
front page grip and grin. 

With all due respect to song-
writer Shel Silverstein and rock-
ers Dr. Hook & the Medicine 
Show, next I “Wanna see my 
smiling face, on the cover of the 
Rollin’ Stone.”
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Do you remember?
This undated postcard shows White Stone High School, possibly in the 1930s, reported 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service 
of the museum.

Recently, I had dinner 
with a group of family and 
friends. There was lively 
conversation and a diverse 
group of interests, but one 
young woman at the table 
stayed glued to her phone 
for the entire meal. I have to 
admit that I let it bother me 
and cut into my enjoyment 
of the occasion. Is there any-
thing I might have said or 
done without being rude?

Steamed, 
White Stone

Dear Steamed,
Yours is a situation that keeps 

on keeping on; missing life that 
is happening in surround sound 
and color right where we are 
because we involve ourselves 
in someone else’s life on an 
approximately 2 inch by 4 inch 
screen. 

Although Albert Einstein, it 
turns out, did not say “I fear the 
day that technology will surpass 
our human interaction; the world 
will have a generation of idiots,” 
I believe that prospect is draw-
ing close to reality in our social 
lives. 

How do we change the behav-
ior that is not only concerning, 
but downright rude?  

By daring to get involved. I 
suggest trying to re-focus the 
person’s attention first; “Jenn, 
tell us what interesting things 
you have been involved in 
lately?” 

If that fails to bring success, 
try humor (faint though it may 
be); “If we try to be more inter-
esting could we win out over 
your phone conversations?” or 
“What can we do to be as inter-
esting as your phone?” 

Diversion that includes men-
tion of the offending behavior 
is another sometimes successful 
tactic; “Grace, I’m fascinated 
by your interest in your phone. 
Would you share what’s going 
on?”

I like that you asked for solu-
tions that don’t involve rudeness, 

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry McAuliffe recently 
introduced a legislative package for the 2017 Gen-
eral Assembly session intended to build on the 
success his administration has achieved strength-
ening Virginia’s ethics reforms and expanding 
access at the polls. 

The package includes proposals that will ban 
the personal use of campaign funds by candidates, 
support the full repeal of Virginia’s unneces-
sary and restrictive photo voter-ID law, establish 
no-excuse in-person absentee voting and expand 
allowable absentee excuses to include child care-
givers.

“Virginians have a right to expect a government 
that is as transparent, accountable and accessible 
to its citizens as possible,” said Gov. McAuliffe, 
speaking at the announcement. “This year, I look 
forward to working with the General Assembly to 
build on our successes strengthening our ethics 
laws by banning the personal use of campaign 
funds. These donations should be used to inform 
the public, not to line the pockets of politicians.

“We should also work together to expand access 
to the ballot box by repealing our unnecessary 
and restrictive photo ID law and making it easier 
for Virginians to cast an absentee ballot. These 
reforms will make it easier for Virginians to have a 
say in their democracy and boost their confidence 
that politicians are working for the public good, 
not their own.”

“Loopholes and workarounds in our campaign 
finance laws are a disservice to the constituents 
we were elected to serve,” Lieutenant Governor 
Ralph Northam said. “Virginians deserve to know 
that their representatives are held to the highest 
standards of ethics. I thank the governor and the 
Integrity Commission for their work strengthen-
ing accountability through these commonsense 
reforms.”  

“Anyone who has raised a child can attest to the 
fact that child care, paid for or not, is a full time 
job and that taking a child or multiple children to 
vote is not always possible for a parent or care-

giver,” said First Lady Dorothy McAuliffe, dis-
cussing her push to include caregivers of children 
as eligible for absentee status. “Adding these con-
ditions to the allowable absentee voting excuses is 
a commonsense reform that will eliminate barri-
ers to the ballot-box and ultimately strengthen our 
democracy.”

Following are details of the governor’s plan 
to strengthen ethics reforms and expand voter 
access. Ban personal use of campaign funds

Gov. McAuliffe announced legislation that 
would ensure campaign contributions cannot be 
used by political candidates and elected officials 
for personal use. This common-sense reform was 
one of several recommended by the Governor’s 
Commission on Integrity and Public Confidence 
in State Government, and has been advanced in 
the General Assembly by Del. Marcus Simon.

Support the full repeal of SB 1256 Gov. McAu-
liffe announced that he will support the full repeal 
ofof SB 1256, which placed a requirement for 
voters to show photo ID at the polls, so the Com-
monwealth can go back to running free, open, and 
fair elections without making Virginians who want 
a voice in their own community jump through 
onerous hoops.

Establish no excuse in-person absentee voting
Gov. McAuliffe announced legislation that per-

mits any registered voter of the Commonwealth to 
vote absentee in-person beginning 21 days before 
an election until 5 p.m. on the Saturday before the 
election. The check-in procedures for in-person 
absentee voters will be identical to the procedures 
for voters on Election Day.

Expand the eligibility for Virginians to vote 
absentee Gov. McAuliffe announced legislation 
that will expand absentee excuses to people caring 
for children as well as caregivers that are not 
related to the person for whom they care. The leg-
islation will also allow citizens who lack reliable 
transportation options to vote absentee, which will 
especially help elderly voters and voters in rural 
areas with no public transportation.

RICHMOND—Virginia’s 
lawmakers were set to convene 
the 2017 General Assembly ses-
sion on Wednesday.

As anticipated, District 99 
Del. Margaret B. Ransone of 

allow school divisions within 
Planning District 17—the 
Northern Neck—to hire under 
certain circumstances employ-
ees who are related to a member 
of the school board, according to 
Virginia’s Legislative Informa-
tion System, lis.virginia.gov.

January 7, would add Plan-
ning District 17 to those where 
the employment of the father, 
mother, brother, sister, spouse, 
son, daughter, son-in-law, 
daughter-in-law, or brother-in-
law of any member of the school 
board would be allowed.

The bill further requires the 
member to certify that he had 
no involvement with the hiring 
decision; and the superinten-
dent to certify in writing that the 
employment is based on merit 

individual and that no member 
of the board had any involve-
ment with the hiring decision.

This provision of House Bill 
1727 regarding the State and 

Interests Act already applies 
to Planning Districts 2, 11, 12 
and 13.

As of January 9, the bill had 
yet to be assigned to a committee.

Among other measures intro-
duced by Del. Ransone, House 
Bill 1725 would prohibit any 
vehicle from driving in the 

Governor McAuliffe announces 
proposals to strengthen Virginia 
ethics reforms, expand voter access

Del. Ransone pre-files bill allowing
local school divisions to employ 
relatives of school board members

left lane of a highway unless 
passing another vehicle, or in 
preparation for a left turn. Exist-

moving slower than the normal 
rate of speed to travel in the 
right lane, would be replaced 
with language referencing the 
left lane for passing.

As of January 9, the bill had 
yet to be assigned to a committee.

House Bill 1726 would 
increase from a Class 1 misde-
meanor to a Class 6 felony the 
penalty for removing a chemi-
cal irritant weapon or impact 
weapon from a law-enforcement 

engaged in the performance 
of his duties with the intent to 

from performing his duties. 
The bill would further increase 

the penalty from a Class 6 felony 
to a Class 4 felony if the weapon 

or stun weapon.
As of January 9, the bill had 

yet to be assigned to a committee.

Because You Are Polite . . .              
                                  . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

dear Steamed. My best advice 
is to be kind in whatever your 
response is. You are less likely 
to be dismissed as just another 
crabby adult, and you just might 
bring a reluctant youth into 
enjoyment of social graces. 

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 

of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail 
your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and 
space allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@verizon.net 
and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP!  

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism

GETTYSBURG
APR 25-27 Relive one of the memorable battles of the Civil 

LANCASTER, PA

BERMUDA

ALASKA

NEW ENGLAND

Halifax. A spectacular fall cruise.

NEW YORK, NY

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

GREAT GETAWAYS FOR 2017
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Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges 
against eight individuals.
Felonies

Kionte R. Walters, 26, of East Church 
Street, was charged January 5 with felony 
rape, breaking and entering a dwelling 
with intent to rape, rob or murder, and 
contempt of court.

Curtis O. Kelly, 40, of Mary Ball Road, 
was charged January 6 with two counts of 
felony revocation of suspended sentence 
and probation. 

Johnshonika J. Gregory, 20, of Beanes 
Road, was charged January 6 with the 
felony of wearing a mask in a public place, 
destruction of property under $1,000 and 
two counts of petit larceny.

Philip E. Dean, 37, of Sandlin Drive, 
was charged January 6 with felony proba-
tion violation.

Brandon M. Roberts, 24, of Mary Ball 
Road, was charged January 8 with the 
felony of attempting to commit a non-
capital offense and assault and battery of 
a family member.
Misdemeanors

A Courtney Road woman, 30, was 
charged January 2 with contempt of court. 

 A Merry Point Road man, 21, was 
charged January 4 with obstruction of jus-
tice and using abusive language.

A Cardinal woman, 33, was charged 
January 6 with unauthorized use of a vehi-
cle and petit larceny
Activity report

January 2: Staff responded to the 200 
block of Doggett Lane for a domestic dis-
turbance, to the 300 block of North Main 
Street to assist Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) with a fight in progress, and 
to the 400 block of Twin Branch Road for 
a missing juvenile.

January 3: Staff responded to the 500 
block of Weems Road for abuse and/or 
neglect of a juvenile; and to the 100 block 
of Old Fairground Way to assist KPD with 
a theft of property in progress.

January 4: Staff responded to the area 
of Waverly Avenue for the report of hunt-
ers on posted property.

January 5: Staff responded to the 200 
block of Waterview Point Lane for the theft 
of shrubbery from the complainant’s prop-
erty, to Yorkshire Street to assist KPD with 

a domestic disturbance, to a walk-in report 
of the theft of an automobile, to the 400 
block of Greentown Road for trespassers, 
to the 1600 block of Windmill Point Road 
for a domestic disturbance with violence, 
and to the Devils Bottom and Mary Ball 
roads to assist Virginia State Police (VSP) 
with the search of a vehicle.

January 6: Staff responded to the 300 
block of Campbell Road for a suspicious 
person, to the 400 block of Greentown 
Road for a wanted person in the area, to 
the 100 block of Lonesome Pine Trail for 
an abandoned vehicle, to the 100 block of 
Irvington Road for a disorderly person, to 
the 6300 block of Mary Ball Road for a 
possible suicidal person, to the 6300 block 
of Mary Ball Road for a domestic distur-
bance with injury, and to the 6000 block 
of Windmill Point Road for a domestic 
disturbance.

January 7: Staff responded to the 400 
block of Rappahannock Drive for a tres-
passer, to the 9900 block of Mary Ball 
Road to check the welfare of subject who 
has a medical condition, and to the 2200 
block of Weems Road for a traffic crash.

January 8: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Churchill Circle for the report of 
residential burglary.

Staff also conducted 23 traffic stops, 
issued 11 summonses, assisted nine 
motorists, recorded a deer strike acci-
dent, handled two calls for traffic control, 
investigated seven building alarms, logged 
three inmate transports, received three 
E911 hang-up calls and fielded a call for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a fire/smoke alarm on south 
Main Street and a shed fire on Ditchley 
road.

Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a 
debris fire on Mary Ball Road, a traffic 
crash on Courthouse Road and assisted 
law enforcement with weather-related 
calls on River Road.

Northumberland County Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons this week 
reported charges against 13 individuals.
Felonies

Christopher Allen Uphold, 25, of Callao 
was charged December 26 with strangula-

tion, a felony, and assault and battery of a 
family member.

Travis James Griffith, 26, of Callao was 
charged December 26 with a capias for 
failing to appear on a felony charge, in the 
Northumberland County Circuit Court. 
Griffith was arrested by the Spotsylvania 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Tammy Lee Biemiller, 49, of Hague 
was charged December 30 with felony 
shoplifting from the Callao Rite Aid. This 
warrant was served by the Westmoreland 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Milford S. Diggs, 39, of Heathsville was 
served January 5 with a direct indictment 
from the Northumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury for two felony 
counts of selling/distribution of a schedule 
II drug after being previously convicted. The 
arrest was made by the Virginia State Police.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 20, was charged Decem-
ber 23 on a capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to appear in the Essex County 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court.

A Heathsville man, 49, was charged 
December 26 with shoplifting at the Food 
Lion in Heathsville.

A Heathsville woman, 43, was charged 
December 26 on a capias/attachment of 
the body for violating pre-trial services.

A Heathsville woman, 26, was charged 
December 27 on a capias/attachment of 
the body for violating the conditions of 
her release by using marijuana. This was a 
Lancaster County warrant.

A Reedville man, 42, was charged 
December 28 with possession of marijuana.

A Kilmarnock woman, 39, was charged 
December 28 with a capias/attachment 
of the body for failing to appear in the 
Northumberland County General District 
Court. The warrant was served by the 
Kilmarnock Police Department.

A Hague man, 47, was charged Decem-
ber 30 with shoplifting from the Callao 
Rite Aid. This warrant was served by the 
Westmoreland County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 61, was charged 
December 31 with driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and refusal of the blood/
breath test.

A Heathsville woman, 51, was issued a 
summons January 5 for having a danger-
ous dog.

LANCASTER—A man 
convicted of felony sexual bat-
tery was sentenced to 40 years 
in prison last week, with all but 
10 years suspended. 

Russell L. Dodson of Lan-
caster made an Alford plea of 
“no contest” in September in 
a plea deal that nolle prossed 
six additional charges of rape, 
sodomy and abduction.

Prior to sentencing in Lan-
caster Circuit Court, Dodson 
filed to change his plea to ‘not 
guilty.’ While he later withdrew 
that request, Circuit Court 
Judge R. Michael McKenney 
noted that Dodson had been 
fully questioned and informed 
of the consequences of his plea 
in September.

“Mr. Dodson said he got a 
legal background by watching 
Channel 6,” said Judge McK-
enney. “It’s clear that the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney (Jan 

Smith) has made significant 
adjustments…It would not 
have been in your best interest” 
to try to reverse the plea.

Dodson was sentenced to 
20 years on each of two sexual 
battery convictions with 15 
years suspended on each, leav-
ing two active sentences of five 
years to be served consecu-
tively. 

Upon release, Dodson will 
be subject to four years of 
supervised probation and he is 
required to participate in psy-
chiatric and sexual behavior 
treatment programs. Addition-
ally, he cannot have any con-
tact with the victim.

Judge McKenney also pre-
sided over the following cases 
on January 6:

Timothy LaMarr Moody of 
Hampton was in court for proba-
tion violation on 12 convictions. 
On a defense motion, the case 
was continued to March 17.

Phillip Ethan Dean of White 

Stone appeared in court on 
probation violation of two 
felony convictions. Wayne 
Painter was named his court 
appointed attorney. Trial was 
set for March 10.

Deondre Lampkin of 
Heathsville did not show up in 
court on a charge of probation 
violation. A capias was issued 
for his arrest.

Neal Elliott Sluss of Chesa-
peake was ruled competent 
to stand trial on two felony 
charges of destruction of 
property. His case was set for 
March 24.

Judge McKenney dismissed 
with prejudice a felony charge 
of manufacturing a controlled 
substance against Robert J. 
Redmond.

Maria F. Thompson, facing 
eight felonies and four mis-
demeanor charges of forgery, 
uttering and obtaining money 
under false pretenses, was 
ordered to cooperate with a 

court ordered psychiatric eval-
uation. The judge revoked her 
bond and set trial for February 
27 to allow time for a doctor to 
do the evaluation at the jail.

Jasmine Elizabeth Taylor of 
Heathsville pled not guilty to 
“probation violation prior to 
trial.” Because the Common-
wealth stated they were not 
ready to proceed, the judge dis-
missed the charge and returned 
Taylor to pre-trial supervision. 
Trial on the original charge 
was set for March 17.

Curt Dowdy of Farnham 
was sentenced to 10 years on a 
felony conviction of manufac-
turing a controlled substance, 
with eight years and eight 
months suspended, leaving an 
active sentence of one year and 
four months.

Judge McKenney resched-
uled Circuit Court in Lancaster 
County to take place each 
Friday. Previously, court was 
held every other Friday.

LANCASTER—If citizens dodge jury 
duty, they may end up in court anyway—as 
a defendant. That was the case for two Lan-
caster men who did not show up for a civil 
trial on January 2.

Justin D. George and Samuel S. Oliver 
appeared Friday in Lancaster County Cir-
cuit Court before Judge R. Michael McK-
enney for failing to appear for jury duty. 
Both claimed they did not receive notifica-
tion to report.

Judge McKenney reminded them it is an 
important civic duty to answer a summons 
to serve. 

“You should look at it like a job,” 
explained Judge McKenney. “The accused 
expects to get a fair hearing. It’s a job to be 

done in an expeditious manner.”
He told the men to report a working 

phone number and updated contact infor-
mation to the Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
be available for the next trial.

According to Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Diane Mumford, “Two other citizens called 
prior to the same trial with legitimate rea-
sons why they could not appear that day. 
Judge McKenney excused them,” she said.

By some estimates, as many as 25% of 
jury summonses really do get lost in the 
mail because of outdated or inaccurate con-
tact information.

George and Oliver got off with a warn-
ing, but with some statistics showing as 
much as 80% of the public not reporting 
for jury duty in some counties across the 
country, more courts are starting to crack 

down. Under new laws that criminalize 
repeat offenders, fines of $250 to $2,000 
have been reported by LegalZoom, an 
online legal source. In some jurisdictions, 
ignore the summons and you could spend a 
couple of days in jail.

“If you just don’t show up for jury duty 
(in Virginia), you could be fined anywhere 
between $50 to $200,” according to Rich-
mond attorney Tammy Ruble. “In some 
courts, failure to show up…will result in 
the judge ordering a capias for your arrest. 
Other courts issue a ‘show cause’ order 
requiring you to appear and explain why 
you did not show up for jury duty. If you do 
not have a valid reason, you may be fined or 
even incarcerated.”

By law, an employer cannot penalize 
employees for being absent for jury duty.

Dodging jury duty could result in jail time
by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

LOWER NORTHERN NECK SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

■ Blanket drive
The Interfaith Service Council recently launched its annual blanket drive to help neighbors in 

need stay warm this winter. Blankets are distributed free to eligible recipients in Northumberland 
and Lancaster counties.

Blankets, comforters or sheets in all sizes, new or gently used, may be delivered from 10 a.m. 
to noon on Mondays or Wednesdays to the Interfaith Warehouse, 1086 Harris Drive, Kilmarnock, 
or call 435-6050. 

■ E.C.H.O. shelter
The Essex County Homeless Organization (E.C.H.O.) will open its doors to overnight guests 

through March 1. Bay Transit will provide free round-trip transportation to and from the shelter 
from four Tappahannock locations.

The schedule is Essex Square, pick up 5:50 p.m., return 7:10 a.m.; Food Lion, pick up 5:55 p.m., 
return 7:05 a.m.; Walmart, pick up 6 p.m., return 7 a.m.; Tappahannock Town Center, pick up 6:05 
p.m., return 6:55 a.m.; and E.C.H.O Shelter, pick up 6:30 p.m., return 6:30 a.m.

NEWS BREAK Rappahannock 
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Nathan Rafael, 6, chases his brother Lucas, 3, with a snowball 
in Weems. Photo by Lisa HInton-Valdrighi

Snow scenes

At  9 a.m. Saturday, January 7, 
Old Glory was waving in the 
blizzard above Dymer Creek.  
Photo by Brenda Whitcomb

Feeding finches find seeds at 
a feeder in Weems. Photo by 
Kathy Haurand

A view of the backyard confirms winter is here, but the motif 
on top of the bell suggests warmer times ahead—eventually. 
Photo by Maureen Gillmer

The serenity following the 
snowfall brought a  welcome 
respite for those who didn’t 
have to get out until the 
roads were cleared. Photo by 
Rachel Valdrighi

Allyson Carter enjoyed the 
snow in Lancaster. Photo by 
Amanda Carter

Tidal ice clings to a piling, until the temperatures started to 
climb on Tuesday. Photo by Kathy Haurand

The Northern Neck received 
between 8 and 12 inches 
of snow, depending on 
the location and drifting 
conditions, last Saturday. 
Snow started falling early in 
the morning, with several 
inches on the ground by 
daybreak. It continued to 
snow until mid-afternoon, 
closing most businesses and 
forcing residents to stay off 
the roads. Many churches 
were closed Sunday and most 
schools throughout the area 
were closed at least through 
Wednesday.


