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INSIDE:

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Micaila Coleman scored a game 
high 21 points and nearly equalled 
Lancaster’s total last Tuesday as Not-
toway beat the Lady Devils, 60-27, in 
a varsity girls basketball holiday tour-
nament at Surry. 

The Lady Cougars won their own 
tournament by edging Lafayette, 

Lady Cougars win tournament

Photo by 
Yours Truly Photography
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The Northern Neck Chapter of the Virginia Master Naturalists 
will meet Tuesday, January 10, at Belle Isle State Park, 1632 Belle Isle Road, 
Lancaster. The general meeting will begin at 1 p.m., followed by a speaker at 
2 p.m.

The talk will be presented by chapter member Faye Andrashko of Irvington, 
a member of the 2007 Northern Neck Master Naturalists graduating class, 
reported Alison Sower. 

The Andrashkos came upon a beautiful feathered creature who had just 
“passed away” on a trail, with no signs of obvious distress, so began “Faye 
and the Great Horned Owl Experience.” Folks offered donations and through 
a series of phone calls and a few hits and misses, “The Duchess” has been lov-
ingly preserved and is on display at the park, said Sower.

This was accomplished through the hard work and dedication of Faye 
Andrashko, who is so appreciated and admired by all who know her in the 
chapter, added Sower. 

Those attending the Master Naturalist meeting at Belle Isle do not have to 
pay to enter, she said.

Master Naturalists  
to meet January 10 at 
Belle Isle State Park

Proposed resolution 
honors Olympic gold 
medalist Townley Haas

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Olympic gold medalist Townley 
Haas of Henrico County will be hon-
ored by the Virginia General Assem-
bly if Senate Joint Resolution 228 
passes the 2017 session. 

The resolution will be offered Janu-
ary 11 by Sen. Richard L. Saslaw, who 
represents the 35th district including 
portions of Fairfax, Alexandria and 
Falls Church. 

Haas is the grandson of Jack and 
Jean Hanky of White Stone and Mary 
Chase Eck. His maternal great-grand-
mother was born on Dymer Creek 
in the Chase family home known as 
Townley. 

The resolution commends Haas 
for his proudly representing the U.S. 

and the Commonwealth at the 2016 
Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro as 
a member of the men’s 4X200-meter 
freestyle relay team, which won a 
gold medal. 

According to the resolution, Haas 
joined NOVA of Virginia Aquatics at 
a young age and set numerous local, 
state and national records before qual-
ifying for the Olympic team. Haas 
swims for the University of Texas 
and was a product of Henrico County 
Schools and the Benedictine College 
Preparatory School. 

The resolution notes that during 
Haas’ swimming career and during 
the Olympic Games in particular, he 
enjoyed the unwavering support of his 
family, friends and members of the 
Henrico County community. 

Surry Holiday Tournament 
Championship 
Surry 49, Lafayette 48
Consolation game 
Nottoway 65, Lancaster 47 
First round
Surry 49, Lancaster 37 

(JV games 5:30 p.m., varsity to follow)
January 6:
Colonial Beach at Lancaster 
St. Anne’s Belfield at Christchurch,  
JV 4 p.m. varsity follows
January 7:
Trinity Episcopal at Christchurch,  
JV 4 p.m. varsity follows
January 9:
Mathews at Lancaster 
January 10:
St. Christopher’s at Christchurch,  
JV 4 p.m., varsity follows

(JV games 5:30 p.m., varsity to follow) 
January 5:
Lancaster at Colonial Beach
January 9:
Lancaster at Mathews 
January 10:
Christchurch at Hampton Roads, 5 p.m.
January 12: 
Lancaster at Rappahannock 
Christchurch at Veritas School, JV 5:30 
p.m., varsity follows

January 11:
Rappahannock and Colonial Beach at 
Lancaster, 5:30 p.m.

SCOREBOARD

Varsity Seahorses

St. Margaret’s School athletic 
director Cynthia Walker recently 
announced two new sports clinics 
have been added to the winter calen-
dar.

A basketball clinic will be held on 
January 14. A swimming clinic will 
be held January 21. Both clinics will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
and both are free and open to girls in 
grades 6 through 10.

Walker extended special thanks to 
St. Margaret’s Blue/Grey Partners, 
NN Burger and EVB, for sponsoring 
these clinics.

The structure will mirror success-
ful events from previous seasons, 

offering one-on-one and group 
instruction with St. Margaret’s var-
sity coaches and student athletes, 
she said. Welcoming girls of all 
experience levels, the basketball and 
swimming clinics will cover fun-
damental exercises as well as more 
advanced styles and techniques. Par-
ticipants will also receive a t-shirt 
and lunch.

To register online, visit sms.org/
basketball, or sms.org/swimming.

Through these free clinics for local 
youth, Walker intends to continue 
building momentum in the interest 
of female sports and in the spirit of 
community outreach, she said.

St. Margaret’s to host
winter sports clinics

Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital and the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA will offer free blood pressure screenings from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Monday, January 9, at the YMCA, 39 William B. Graham Court, Kilmarnock.

“BSRGH and the YMCA strive to promote a heart healthy lifestyle which 
includes knowing your numbers,” said BSRGH staff development coordinator 
Cathy Myers, RN. 

“Being aware of your health risks and conditions can motivate you to make 
the necessary changes to work toward a healthier heart,” said Myers.

Blood pressure screenings  
slated January 9 at YMCA

For the week of December 19, D&L Dock n Diva’s won all 3 games from 
Animal Welfare League. Debbie Dodson rolled 101, 139 with a 336 set. Terry 
Stillman posted 128, 149 (high game) with a 392 (high set). The Diva’s earned 
the team high set of 451 and high pin fall of 1283 this week.

Animal Welfare’s Laura Schults bowled a 102 game. Betty Evans rolled 114 
game and Gayle Conrad posted 101, 107 with a 306 set.

R.P.Waller won 2 games over Yeatman’s Forklift. Lowery Becker rolled 102, 
108 while Ann Newsome bowled a 113 game.  Marsha Nash posted 107, 123 
with a 327 set.

Yeatman’s Alma George bowled a 111 game and Mary York a 101 game. 
 Northern Neck Ace won 2 games from Express Auto. Kara Everett rolled 

111, 124 with a 339 set.  Emily Webb posted 106, 125 with a 332 set. Cathy 
Hoskins bowled 112, 110 with a 311 set.

 Express Auto’s Vicki White bowled 100, 108 with 307 set. Vivian Calloway 
rolled 131 game and Sandra Evans posted a 114 game.

BOWLING RESULTS

SPORTS SHORTS
The Northern Neck Audubon Society (NNAS) will conduct a bird walk at 9 

a.m. Monday, January 9, at Vir-Mar Beach in Northumberland County.
Several pairs of loaner binoculars will be available. To register for the walk, 

call Frank Schaff at 462-0084.

The Northern Neck Neuro-muscular Support Group will meet at 10:30 a.m. 
Monday, January 9, at Beale Memorial Baptist Church, 19622 Tidewater Trail, 
Tappahannock.

This meeting will be a time to catch up and decide on speakers for the rest 
of the year. Anyone with a chronic illness and their caregivers are invited to 
come, to laugh and learn how to deal with health that’s always on the edge.

49-48, in the championship game. 
Nottoway’s win over Lancaster came 
in the consolation game. 

Nottoway wasted little time taking 
control, jumping to a 22-10 lead in the 
first quarter and going up 38-21 at the 
half with 11 points from Coleman and 
nine from Nikiara Booth. 

Coleman put up 10 points in the 
third quarter when Nottoway went on 
a 22-2 run to take a 60-23 lead into 
the fourth quarter. Nottoway stifled 
Lancaster’s offense, holding the Lady 
Devils to a lone field goal by Har-
mony Taylor. 

Skylar Sawyer scored half of Lan-
caster’s first quarter points and fin-
ished as the only player in double 
digits with 10 points. Jasmyn Tomlin 
scored seven. 

In the first round game, Surry held 
off a third quarter charge and held 
Lancaster in single digits for a 49-37 
win. 

The host Lady Cougars took a 
30-17 lead at the half after holding the 
Lady Devils to only six points off a 
field goal each by Sawyer, Tomlin and 
Taylor in the second quarter. C. Hen-
derson scored seven of her nine points 

in the third quarter as Lancaster out-
scored Surry, 13-8, in the third to cut 
the margin to eight. 

S. Henderson led Lancaster in scor-
ing with 11 points.

Sophomore C. Henderson will give 
Lancaster height under the basket this 
season as a starting forward/center. 
She is backed up by freshman new-
comer Khalia Harding. 

Coach Joanne Webb-Fary has only 
two seniors on her team, includ-
ing returning guards Nia Curry and 
Tomlin. Four juniors suit up for 
Webb-Fary this season including 
center Katara Kelly, guard Lanaisha 
Dameron, and guards/forwards S. 
Henderson and Kashya Johnson. 

Sophomores Nealasia Redmond 
and Sawyer will play guard along 
with freshmen newcomer Taylor. 

“Our team has potential, but there 
needs to be a total team commit-
ment to be the best we can be,” said 
Webb-Fary. “If they work hard, listen 
to coaching and play with confidence, 
they’ll be hard to beat.”confidence, 
they’ll be hard to beat.”

Find us on 
Facebook!

RRecord.com
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Discount Building Supply & Surplus
Specializing in Discounted Prices on Surplus and 

Special Order Building Materials

www.discountbuildingsupplyandsurplus.com

PM times are in boldface type

Fri. 1/6

Sat. 1/7

Sun. 1/8

Mon. 1/9

Tue. 1/10

Wed. 1/11

Thu. 1/12

Fri. 1/13  

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:02
Moonset 12:40
Moonrise 12:30

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:03
Moonset 1:47
Moonrise 1:09 

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:04
Moonset 2:55
Moonrise 1:53

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:05
Moonset 4:04
Moonrise 2:43 

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:06
Moonset 5:10
Moonrise 3:38

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:07
Moonset 6:13
Moonrise 4:38 

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:08
Moonset 7:10
Moonrise 5:42

Sunrise 7:19
Sunset 5:09
Moonset 8:01
Moonrise 6:47 

Low 2:42 -0.4’
High 8:53 1.5’
Low 3:40 -0.3’
High 9:17 1.2’

Low 3:39 -0.5’
High 9:49 1.5’
Low 4:33 -0.3’
High 10:12 1.2’

Low 4:33 -0.5’
High 10:41 1.5’
Low 5:24 -0.4’
High 11:03 1.1’

Low 5:25 -0.5’
High 11:31 1.5’
Low 6:12 -0.4’
High 11:53 1.2’

High 4:42 1.2’
Low 11:26 0.1’
High 5:08 1.1’
Low 11:42 -0.2’

High 5:47 1.2’
Low 12:34 0.0’
High 6:13 1.1’

Low 12:43 -0.2’
High 6:52 1.3’
Low 1:41 -0.1’
High 7:18 1.1’

Low 1:43 -0.3’
High 7:54 1.4’
Low 2:43 -0.2’
High 8:19 1.1’

50% Moon

61% Moon

72% Moon

82% Moon

90% Moon

96% Moon

99% Moon

99% Moon

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – January 2017

Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids Foundation, Inc.

Call 804-435-2703
804-462-7018 or 804-438-6413

804-693-4645
Orthopedics

riversideonline.com/goortho

Expert  
Joint Care

Steven J. Hospodar, M.D. treats a wide 
range of orthopedic conditions including:
 Arthroscopic ACL reconstruction 

and rotator cuff repair
 Endoscopic carpal tunnel release
 Knee arthroscopy for  

meniscus tears
 Anterior hip replacement
 Joint preservation 

surgery and total knee 
replacement

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital is designated as a Blue Distinction Center+ for Knee & Hip Replacement 
by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, an independent licensee of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association

Wild turkey habitat program continues
The Boys & Girls Club of 

the Northern Neck (BGCNN), 
the Northern Neck Wild Turkey 
Association (NNWTA) and 
Belle Isle State Park wild turkey 
habitat program continues.

“Every fall for the past three 
years, youth from the BGCNN 
have worked with the NNWTA 
and Belle Isle State Park to 
restore an old field as a natural 
habitat for wild turkeys,” said 
BGCNN board member and 
project volunteer Jeff Wain-
scott. “The goal has been to 
establish a natural environment 
that will provide food and shel-
ter so wild turkeys will return 
and prosper. 

“When NNWTA volunteer, 
Stu Kramer, suggested the 
project several years ago, we 

consulted with local forester 
Rich Steensma, who suggested 
Belle Isle State Park as a good 
location,” said Wainscott. 

“Sean Dixon, the head 
ranger of the Park at that time, 
enthusiastically agreed to the 
project and chose an area on 
the Brewer’s Trail.”

The children have planted 
more than 80 native chinqua-
pin and hazelnut trees, said 
Wainscott. Each tree sapling is 
carefully placed and the roots 
covered. They are then encased 
in a translucent tube attached 
to a stake to protect them from 
deer and other wildlife, and 
finally a 3 foot by 3 foot piece 
of landscape cloth is placed 
around each tree to inhibit the 
growth of weeds. 

Family catch

Northumberland County 
Little League spring 2017 
online registration is open 
through February 25. The pro-
gram offers baseball and soft-
ball for ages 4-18.

 Registration is $75 per 
player. Register at Northum-
berlandLittleLeague.com, or 
contact Michael Withers at 
Michael@NorthumberlandLit-
tleLeague.com. In-person reg-
istration will be held from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. February 4 and 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. February 12 in 
the Northumberland Elemen-
tary School cafeteria. Opening 
day will be held April 8. 

Many years ago we sold an 
engine to an older gentleman 
in upper Lancaster County. He 
wanted to know how quickly 
he could get it. I told him easy, 
easy, there wasn’t any hurry.

However, he told me in no 
uncertain terms that, at his age, 
he didn’t know how much time 
he had left, and he was going to 
stay in a hurry. 

Unlike that gentleman, 
whose age I’ve now matched, I 
don’t rush any more. I wonder a 
lot. Some of my musings are as 
weird as George Carlin’s: why 
do the buttons on the ATM in 
the bank’s drive-through have 
additional lettering in Braille? 
Mostly I wonder what people 
do with the time they save. For 
instance, the cell-phone soc-
cer-mom who passed me at a 
“serious 70” on General Puller 
Highway (a 55 MPH zone)—
maybe she’s saving two min-
utes (if she doesn’t get stopped) 
getting to Deltaville. What will 
she do with those two minutes? 
I’ll bet she doesn’t spend them 
on herself.

What happens to the time 
saved by “Googling” some-
thing instead of looking it up? 
As long as there’s Google, 
nobody has to know anything. 
If there’s a power outage, 
maybe the time saved earlier 
by Googling can be spent now 
trying to figure out how to 
introduce auxiliary heat into 
the house. Or building a good 
cooking fire out of those anti-
quated research books.

I think this penchant for 

optimizing every nanosecond 
of life is an addiction nearly 
as bad as substance abuse. The 
need to know, sort and discard 
arbitrarily based on the time 
we have to devote to some-
thing should make you wonder 
what you’re going to do with 
the time you just acquired. 
How about saving a minute 
by going through Starbucks’ 
drive-through, but catching the 
red light as you come out their 
lot. Plus one minute, minus one 
minute, twenty seconds. You 
can go nuts trying to out-think 
this.

I just finished a course on 
fly-by-wire gauges for out-
boards. If you have this system, 
you can change the resistance 
of the power steering, check 
water pressure, fuel levels, 
RPMs, holding tank and fresh-
water levels, push a button to 
change from control box throt-
tle to foot-operated and syn-
chronize the powerplants. All 
from one gauge cluster. For a 
moment, assume that a married 
couple is one techno-geek and 
one not. The one that is comes 
home at dinner and says,

 “Honey! Guess what I did 
today?”

“What, dear?”
“I synched the new boat 

engines!”
“You what????? Our brand 

new boat mortgage lying on the 
bottom of Carter’s Creek??”

“No, no….listen to me: 
synched, not sank!”

The geek took the time he 
saved just by pushing a button 

A Boat that Works
by Grid Michal

SPORTS
SHORT

DAVIS 
Auto Sales, Inc., Kilmarnock, VA

(804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

Clip & Save & Bring In 
Price good thru 1/31/2016

 

Oil Change Special

or two and blew it trying to 
explain how quickly he can 
work with his new boat. How 
much information is vital to 
him as he’s bustin’ down the 
waterway? 

There’s nothing on the clus-
ter that says he left the drain 
plug out when he launched, or 
the power wire for the acces-
sory panel has rotted off the 
back of the battery switch. 
Those two items are requisite 
information. 

If he were headed toward you 
at 60 MPH as you were enjoy-
ing an afternoon cruise, how 
interested would you be in how 
educated he was becoming by 
playing with the gauges? Do 
the gauges show a brake pedal? 
Has he learned how long it will 
take him to stop? The folks 
who come flying down our 
street have brake pedals that 
must need lubrication because 
of non-use. Maybe there’s a 
dash-button they haven’t found 
yet.

How many seconds did you 
save by placing six calls from 
the car? By tossing the dishes 
in the dishwasher without rins-
ing them? By not calling your 
parents to tell them you love 
them? Call ‘em—you get a 
free token for that. Spend that 
saved time on the water. Enjoy 
the water. Don’t spend the 
time-saved to terrorize other 
boaters. 

If there’s a medical emer-
gency, by all means hurry. 
If you have to go potty, you 
have my permission to slam 
the throttle to the wall. Save 
the gauges for when nobody’s 
around and you can see what 
they do and learn to use that 
info at a glance.

When I see a rear-end colli-
sion, I think, “Huh. Somebody 
just un-saved a whole bunch 
of time.” The waters we boat 
on are a precious commodity. 
Take the time to enjoy them 
properly by establishing priori-
ties—like getting up earlier so 
you don’t have to hurry the rest 
of the day.

Grid Michal operates The 
Motor Doctor, a mobile ser-
vice and repair business. He 
has worked on marine engines 
for over 50 years. He can be 
reached at 436-2610.

Head ranger Jon Steele 
along with park rangers Katie 
Shepard and David Beck, 
maintain the area and have 
been instrumental in the proj-
ect’s success. The staff at Belle 
Isle State Park are also in the 
process of developing interpre-
tive signage that will explain 
the nature of the project and 
the partnership between the 
BGCNN, the NNWTA and the 
park that made it all possible. 

The trees were provided by 
the NNWTA from Conserva-
tion Resources, Inc.

While the area has now been 
fully planted, youth will con-
tinue to monitor the trees annu-
ally and replace any casualties 
in order to ensure that the proj-
ect succeeds and that the wild 
turkeys will return.

Each year on planting day, 
the children are treated to 
breakfast at Lee’s Restaurant 
in Kilmarnock where they also 
enjoy educational lessons full 
of fun facts about turkeys by 
members of the NNWTA. 

Newspapers Bring Learning to Life

CLUB 
GOLF

The Quinton Oaks Senior 
Men’s League first flight win-
ners for December 27 were 
first, Don Short; and second, 
(tie) Lin Wadsworth and Tony 
Innocneti.



Notebook C3 

 www.lisaspiers5k.org 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

The Rappahannock Art League will start 
the new year with teen and kids art workshops 
every month at the Studio Gallery, 19 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Lancaster Middle School art teacher Marilyn 
Sprouse will guide both of the January work-
shops, reported workshop chairman Cheryl 
Mihills.

The teens, including mature 12 year olds, will 

make a twinkling sky silhouette with paint on 
canvas and actual twinkling lights. The work-
shop will be held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Satur-
day, January 7.

Saturday smARTS for kids will be held from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. January 21. Sprouse 
will work with the students to make cosmic 
ceramic coasters.

To register, visit the gallery, or call 436-9309.

RAL youth art workshops continue

Lancaster High School recently released its 
“B” honor roll for the first quarter of the 2016-
17 academic session.

Freshmen on the honor roll are Joziah 
Arrington, Makaila Butler, Bryanna Crabb, 
De’Avion Harding, Kellum Hayden, John-Liam 
McClain, Leighten McCranie, Riley Molineaux, 
KaRonya Neal, Henry Smith, Xavier Sutton, 
Ronald Wilmore and Nicholas Wohleking.

Sophomores on the honor roll are Stepha-
nie Castro, Spencer Crittenden, Roman Cutler, 
Christopher Dameron, Kylie DeGaetani, Keith 
Elswick, Ethan Eppihimer, Nicklaus Ford, Thom-
arrow Hardy, Brooke Hayden, Caitlin Headley, 
Kayona Laws, Alexis Pacheco, Carlyle Smith, 
Passion Thomas, Jeremy Tyson, Jae’Quan Veney, 
Ivan Walters and Thomas Wilson.

Juniors on the honor roll are Santese Ball, 
Kevin Croasdale, Kaimion Crockett, Kayme 
Elbourn, Lucy Gilbert, Jayson Gill, Aline 
Johnson, Reghan Jones, Katara Kelly, Kiera 
Lee, Erin-Darby McClain, William Parker, Jef-
fery Rodgers, Desiree Saunders, Joshua Selph, 
Nathan Spiers, Nicole Strickler, India Veney, 
Emilie Webster and Francesca Wilson.

Seniors on the honor roll are Prabesh Bhan-
dari, Brytayana Carter, Tyus Clayton, Saperia 
Cockrell, Nia Curry, Joseph Elbourn, Jharmari 
Gordon, Alexander Green, DeNesha Maiden, 
John Martin IV, Wyatt McCranie, Michael 
McGrath, Aswald Morris, Jahlil Nickens, Jah-
mekah Nickens, Jamil Redmond, Amy Shif-
flette, Devin Smith, Alex Urrea, Monica Waddy 
and Vilesha Waller. 

LHS posts ‘B’ honor roll

The Lancaster County 
Lions Club recently 
announced the winners of a 
“Color the Lion Contest.”

“Each fall, we test the 
vision of almost 500 students 
in all the schools and the 
hearing of almost 400,” said 
vision and hearing program 
chairman Mike Goodman. 
“Our SPOT vision equipment 
enables us to measure seven 
different vision elements in a 

manner of seconds, without 
touching the student. 

“However, some of our 
younger subjects find the 
process strange and some-
times unnerving,” he contin-
ued. “To help relieve these 
anxieties, a few years ago 
we began coupling the vision 
testing with a ‘Color the Lion 
Contest’ where each student 
is given a black-and white 
outline of a lion. They color 

these in the classroom, hand 
them in and a panel of teach-
ers pick winners for each 
class. The winners receive 
prizes from the Lions Club.”

The Lions Club con-
gratulates this year’s win-
ners, Isiah Brunt, Makayla 
Nelson, De’Avion Lucas, 
Scarlet Jackson, Kimorea 
Taylor, Jonathan Gaines and 
Shawntel Sutton, said Good-
man.

‘Color the Lion’ winners announced

Bay Rivers Telehealth Alliance 
initiates school-based program

Bay Rivers Telehealth Alli-
ance (BRTA) has been awarded 
federal grant funds of $1.2 
million over four years effec-
tive September 1, 2016, for its 
School Based Telehealth Initia-
tive.

BRTA will work with Essex, 
Northumberland and Westmo-
reland public schools to bring 
healthcare services directly to 
students, reported executive 
director Donna Dittman Hale. 
The services will focus on 
improving access to care and 
improving outcomes of chronic 
health conditions including 
asthma, obesity reduction and 
prevention, and diabetes, plus 
behavioral health and oral 
healthcare. 

The federal funding comes 
from the U.S. Department for 
Health and Human Services 
Telehealth Network Grant Pro-
gram which exists to increase 
access to healthcare in rural 
areas through the expansion of 
telehealth technology. BRTA 
will partner with the three 
school districts, Riverside 
Health System, VCU Health 
System, Middle Peninsula 
Northern Neck Community 

“We are delighted to be 
working with our partners over 
the coming four years to make 
a positive difference in the lives 
of these children,” she said.

Iris Lane recently was hired 
to serve as project coordina-
tor. Her experience in grant 
management, educational and 
healthcare leadership qualifies 
her to work with the organiza-
tions involved to implement 
this initiative, said Hale. 

“As a Westmoreland County 
native and retiree of the U.S. 
Department of Education, 
I am humbled, honored and 
excited to be involved in such 
a meaningful and fulfilling 
project,” said Lane. “This 
Initiative has the potential 
to have a major and positive 
impact on keeping our stu-
dents healthy. In turn, healthy 
students are better able to 
learn and evidence has shown 
School-Based Telehealth Pro-
grams result in a decrease in 
absenteeism. 

“This innovative program 
is a “win-win” for our school 
systems, parents, medical pro-
viders, students and our local 
communities,” she said.

Services Board, Rappahan-
nock Community College, the 
Virginia Department of Health, 
Community Health Solutions 
and the Center for Rural Health 
Innovation. 

This is a tremendous oppor-
tunity to increase the access 
of rural children in Essex, 
Northumberland, and West-
moreland counties to high 
quality healthcare via modern 
telehealth technologies,” said 
Hale. 

Social justice and leadership themes drive
student investigation into the Holocaust

Chesapeake Academy 
eighth-graders recently com-
pleted a collaborative unit 
focused on social justice and 
leadership through literature 
and developed a historical 
context in U.S. government, 
economic and global rela-
tions class. 

The study culminated with 
a trip to the Virginia Holo-
caust Museum (VHM) in 
Richmond.

“It’s not a good idea to 
spend time thinking of people 
as groups. If we label people 
or start to think anyone is 
superior to anyone else, we’ll 
have problems,” said Orie 
Bullard in response to the unit 
on World War II’s holocaust.

“I suppose no human is 
inhuman. As in, no human is 
more human than any other,” 
said Reese Bragg.

Through historical research 
and literary works, students 
examined the precursors and 
events of the Holocaust as 
well as the responses of those 
designated as Righteous 
Among the Nations, reported 
assistant head of school Julie 
Keesee.

“A powerful experience, 
the museum helps students 
reflect on the best and worst 
in humans: activism and 
indifference, perpetrators and 
helpers, good and evil,” said 
Keesee. “Literature teacher 
Hillary Smith attended the 
Teacher Institute at the VHM 
last summer, providing her 
with additional resources 
and approaches to working 
through these difficult topics 
with middle school students.”

“The Holocaust cannot 
be studied in a vacuum or 
at a distance,” said Smith. 
“Without strong historical 
context, the lessons have to 
rely on shock value or emo-
tion to teach. Without look-
ing closely at our American 
connections, the Holocaust 
becomes a horror story that 
happened somewhere else 

with little connection to us. 
This unit of study focused 
intently on historical con-
text initially. ‘How did the 
Nazis rise to power?’ The 
class talked about the Weimar 
Republic and its fledgling 
democracy, the rise of nation-
alism after the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, the rising popularity 
of eugenics, and Hitler’s rise 
to power with the Nazi party.

“We used documentaries, 
primary sources and fiction,” 
she continued. “Our next 
strand involved the question, 
‘How did persecution evolve 
to execution?’ From there, 
the class spent a great deal 
of time working with primary 
sources (particularly laws and 
journal entries from the time 
period) in order to see how 
existing anti-Semitism, new 
policies and pseudo-scientific 
ideas, etc. worked together 
to tip thought processes into 
action.” 

Armed with this strong 
background, students then 
attended the VHM for a 
guided tour. The VHM 
emphasized the importance 
of asking many and tough 
questions in order to engage 
with history in a meaningful 
way. The docent explained, 
“In our state capital, we have 
the experience of seeing 
a bench from a Richmond 
train station with the sign 
‘Fur Juden Verboten’ where 
it once said ‘For Whites 
Only,’—a stark comparison 
to our own legacy.” 

With the VHM experience 
fresh in their minds, stu-
dents led a Socratic Seminar 
to work with the affective 
components of their studies, 
connecting their vast body of 
knowledge to its social/emo-
tional impact. In Socratic 
Seminars, students lead their 
own conversation with a set 
of discussion questions; they 
operate as a team, listening 
actively and helping every-
one to enter the conversation. 

For example, in answer to 
the question, “What should 
our society learn from the 
Holocaust?” Rock Wolfson 
posits, “People—all people—
come before society. Society 
is important, but people have 
to come first.” 

“If as time goes on we 
don’t share the most painful 
things, each generation will 
know less and less ... we need 
to keep moving in the right 
direction,” added Sadie Has-
sman.

“After World War I, the 
economy was terrible,” said 
Ben Antonio. “Germany was 
really at a low point. Instead 
of recognizing where they 
were and where it could lead 
and changing their course, 
they grew hate from that 
pain.” 

Addressing the impor-
tance of sharing the stories of 
Holocaust survivors, Ashton 
Hollingsworth noted, “Until 
I heard people actually tell 
their stories, I didn’t realize 
the emotion of it all, that the 
stories are people, not just 
words.”

“In the coming weeks, 
students will address Elie 
Wiesel’s powerful memoir, 
Night,” said Smith. “Because 
the Holocaust is now a topic 
on which students have sub-
stantial knowledge, Night 
creates opportunity for us to 
discuss other genocides, past 
and present. Knowledge is 
power, and the theme of our 
literature course is leadership 
and society, so we use lit-
erature as a launching point 
for both literary discourse 
and understanding the world 
around us.” 
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Sleep Tight Farm named Virginia AITC book of the year
Virginia’s Agriculture in 

the Classroom program has 
named Sleep Tight Farm: A 
Farm Prepares for Winter, a 
children’s book by Eugenie 
Doyle, its 2017 book of the year.

The book shows readers what 
happens on a farm throughout 
the seasons and helps them see 
how farmers work to provide 
safe, healthy food all year long. 
Volunteers will read Sleep Tight 
Farm in schools across Virginia 
March 6 through 10 as part of 
Virginia AITC’s Agriculture 
Literacy Week.

“This is our largest volunteer 
event of the year,” said Tammy 
Maxey, senior education man-

ager for Virginia AITC. “We are 
expecting more than 1,000 vol-
unteers to participate and read 
to children across the common-
wealth. This book is wonderful 
because it features the seasons 
of the farm and all the jobs of a 
farmer and a farm family.”

AITC also will make a cor-
responding educator guide for 
teachers and volunteers avail-
able, along with reading com-
prehension and art activities to 
encourage conversations with 
children about agriculture.

Volunteers read to more than 
50,000 children annually during 
Agriculture Literacy Week. 
They have included participants 

Chesapeake Academy
prepares for interim 
accreditation visit

Head of school Debbie Cook and assistant head of school Juli-
anne Keesee recently attended a workshop at the Virginia Associa-
tion of Independent Schools in preparation for Chesapeake Acad-
emy’s interim accreditation visit scheduled for October 2017.

Accredited by the Virginia Association of Independent Schools 
(VAIS), Chesapeake Academy ascribes to a pattern of evaluation 
and review that ensures the school meets or exceeds benchmark 
standards of academic, finance, governance and school commu-
nity best practice, reported Cook.

 Earning accolades, full accreditation and no major challenges 
or strong recommendations at the 2011 Ten Year Accreditation 
visit, Chesapeake Academy continues to push toward excellence 
in all aspects of its mission, she said.

Typically five years following the school’s 10-year accreditation, 
an interim evaluation is conducted. Within the interim progress 
report the school describes new programs and/or significant devel-
opments since the last on-site evaluation and presents its published 
curriculum and supporting documentation.

Visiting teams comprised of professionals from member schools 
staff the interim visit and provide a comprehensive report.

‘A Christmas Carol’

SCHOOL 
REPORTS

The Chesapeake Academy 
Performing Arts and Lecture 
Series will present Reptiles 
Alive! at 9:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, January 11, at Chesapeake 
Academy, 107 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington. Students will 
see live reptiles, including a 
snake, monitor lizard, tortoise 
and an alligator. 

The program is for ages 3 
through grade four. For reser-
vations, contact Hilary Scott 
at 438-5575, or hscott@chesa-
peakeacademy.org.

Christchurch School will 
conduct an open house from 9 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. January 16. 
Families can learn about the 
financial aid process, sports, 
performing arts, afternoon 
activities, student support, col-
lege placement, global edu-
cation opportunities and the 
Learning Skills program. 

Visitors will eat lunch 
in Cameron Dining Hall 
with program leaders and 
coaches in their areas of inter-
est. Afternoon interviews with 
admission officers are avail-
able. Complete the registration 
form at christchurchschool.
org/OPENHOUSE or call 758-
2306, ext 122.

RCC’s IT department gains faculty member
Lisa Carrington recently 

joined the Rappahannock 
Community College informa-
tion technology faculty.

“I hope to continue to edu-
cate students and assist in 
helping them find careers 
that they will love,” said Car-
rington. “In my efforts, I hope 
to inspire and promote a sense 
of self-value that will ensure 
their futures are as positive as 
possible.”

Carrington has a bachelor’s 
in computer science and two 
master’s, one in computer sci-
ence, and the other in educa-
tion. 

“I have been in higher edu-
cation for most of my career,” 
she said “During this time 
span I have served in many 
information technology posi-

The Rappahannock Art 
League will offer Fundamen-
tals of Photography from 10 
to 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays January 10 through 
February 9; and 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
April 4 through May 4 at the 
Studio Gallery, 19 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $150 for RAL 
members and $175 for others. 
To register, visit the Studio 
Gallery of call 436-9309.

Sixth-graders practice
quantitative reasoning

In order to practice mathematical creativity and focus on quan-
titative reasoning, Chesapeake Academy’s sixth-grade math stu-
dents are choosing their own picture book and then generating a 
list of creative math questions from the text, said head of school 
Deborah Cook. 

Rather than focusing on simple questions such as, “How many 
times does Peter wear his red hat in The Snowy Day?” students 
are stretching to think of unexpected questions: “What is Peter’s 
speed as he slides down the hill?” or “What is the perimeter of 
Peter’s window and how does that affect the light it lets in?” 

The 4-H programs in Lan-
caster and Northumberland 
counties are recruiting teen 
leaders to serve as counselors 
during 4-H Junior Camp, July 
24 through 28, 2017, at the 
Jamestown 4-H Center.

Teen counselors assist in 
activities and supervising camp-
ers ages 9-13, reported Exten-
sion agent Tara Brent, 4-H youth 
development and unit coordina-
tor. Applicants must be at least 
age 14 by January 1, 2017.

Teen counselors are trained 
prior to camp and upon suc-
cessful completion of service at 

4-H seeks camp counselors 

Christmas serenade

private sector as IT personnel, 
calling upon various skills 
within the technology field 
and has also worked exten-
sively in the field of project 
management, particularly 
with the SharePoint program, 
said Carrington.

She teaches Introduction to 
Information Systems, Intro-
duction to Computer Appli-
cations and Concepts, and 
Information Literacy. 

“In these courses, I hope 
the students are able to better 
understand the concepts and 
implementations performed 
within the course,” said Car-
rington. “I also hope that the 
students are able to fluently 
understand and identify infor-
mation technology terms and 
strategies that they learned or 

are introduced to throughout 
the course.” 

She claims as her most 
significant accomplishment, 
“teaching students and watch-
ing them grow and move for-
ward based on the knowledge 
that they gain from me.”

“Lisa’s enthusiasm for 
teaching and her student-cen-
tered approach to instruction 
are contagious,” said interim 
vice president of instruction 
and student development Dr. 
Marty Brooks.

Carrington was born in 
Norfolk and grew up in 
nearby Chesapeake. She 
plans in the future to obtain 
her doctoral degree in higher 
education, “but right now I 
am just loving the position I 
am in.” 

tions.”
She also has worked in the 

in the Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation Women’s Program 
and Young Farmers Program, 
Future Farmers of America 
members, employees of the 
Virginia Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services 

and other state agencies, and 
members of other agricultural 
organizations and businesses. 
Farm Credit of the Virginias 
and Southern States Coopera-
tive Inc. have been major sup-
porters.

camp, will receive letters docu-
menting their volunteer service, 
said Brent. 

The application deadline is 
February 10. Applications and 
reference forms may be obtained 
at the LHS and NHS guidance 
offices, or by contacting the 
Extension office at 462-5780 in 
Lancaster County, or 580-5694 
in Northumberland County.
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Divito wins drawing
For the eighth year Re/Max Waterfront Realty in Kilmarnock 
collected for the Northern Neck Food Bank. Linda Divito 
(above) won a related drawing for donations. She’s holding her 
prize, a Samsung Tablet. 

A free Middle Peninsula Solar 
Co-op (MPSC) information 
session will be held at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 11, at the 
Lancaster Community Library, 
16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock.

This solar co-op established 
by Virginia Solar United Neigh-
borhoods (VASUN) is also open 
to residents of Lancaster and 
surrounding counties, according 
to Maureen Fairbrother. 

Questions about solar tech-
nology, costs of going solar and 
benefits of doing so through 
the co-op, will be addressed by 
VASUN director Aaron Sutch.

  The co-op has over 50 
members and Bernie Stanley 
of Shockoe Solar is the co-op’s 
chosen installer. Co-op members 
get a 15 to 20% bulk purchase 
discount as well as a 30% federal 
tax credit, said Fairbrother. There 
is no financial commitment until 
members sign a customized con-
tract and they have the support 
of consumer advocate VASUN 
throughout the process.

Some owners like a battery 
back-up option, but most go 
with “net-metering” whereby 
any extra electricity generated 
by their panels goes onto the grid 
and the meter “runs backward,” 
said Fairbrother.

  Homeowners also may join 
the co-op at vasun.org.

Solar co-op 
information
session set
January 11

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has announced 
a new initiative that expands 
opportunities for farmers and 
ranchers to enroll in the Con-
servation Reserve Program, 
that offers landowners tools to 
prevent erosion, protect wild-
life habitat and reduce nutrient 
runoff.

The plan includes new tools 
to protect water quality and an 
additional 1.1 million acres tar-
geted to benefit wildlife, polli-
nators and wetlands.

“With the program close to 
the legal enrollment limit of 24 
million acres, USDA has been 
working to use all of the tools 
at our disposal to maximize 

benefits by combining multiple 
soil, water and wildlife objec-
tives in the areas where it is 
needed most,” said agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack.

Tony Banks, a commod-
ity marketing specialist for 
Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, said the Commonwealth’s 
farmers “have a long history 

The Chesapeake Bay Foun-
dation recently reported the 
crab and oyster populations 
and the presence of underwater 
grasses have increased in the 
bay.

In year-in-review content for 
2016, the foundation indicated 
underwater grasses expanded 
by 21% while the blue crab 
population jumped 35%. The 
bay’s native oyster population, 
a critical species that filters 
water, is rebounding; the foun-
dation planted more than 46 
million juvenile oysters on pro-
tected sanctuary reefs through-
out the bay.

The foundation website also 
reports that, for the past two 
years, the bay’s main stem 

has not experienced pollu-
tion-related anoxia—water 
completely devoid of oxygen. 
That’s a first since scientists 
started tracking aquatic oxygen 
levels in the bay in 1985.

The organization called for 
more work to address polluted 
runoff from roads, cities and 
suburban development. It also 
called for funding through-
out the bay watershed to help 
farmers protect water quality.

On November 29, Dr. Basil 
Gooden, Virginia secretary 
of agriculture and forestry, 
praised farmers who are 
enrolled in the state’s Resource 
Management Plan Program 
during his remarks at the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Foundation 

annual convention.
 “Resource Management 

Plans are designed to advance 
water quality improvement and 
offer regulatory assurance to 
farmers,” Gooden said. “The 
RMP Program was backed by 
both conservation and farm 
groups. And as you know, the 
Farm Bureau was one of its 
strongest advocates.”

Virginia’s farmers “remain 
committed to protecting the 
Chesapeake Bay and all of our 
waterways,” said VFBF presi-
dent Wayne F. Pryor. “Good 
stewardship and good citizen-
ship go hand in hand and we 
are as pleased as anyone to 
learn of water quality progress 
in the bay.”

Foundation reports more
grasses, crabs and oysters;
farmers remain committed
to improve water quality

New USDA initiative expands conservation tools for farmers
of conservation practices. 
This latest initiative is another 
opportunity to participate in 
voluntary programs that ben-
efit both producers and natural 
resources.”

A new conservation initiative 
known as Clean Lakes, Estuar-
ies and Rivers, or CLEAR, will 
add new tools to CRP to help 
improve water quality.

USDA also will add an addi-
tional 1.1 million acres to a 
number of key CRP practices 
that are critically important 
to wildlife and conservation. 
Those include 700,000 acres 
for State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement efforts, which 
restore high-priority wildlife 
habitat tailored to a specific 
state’s needs.

The Virginia Department 
of Taxation recently pub-
lished final guidelines for 
the Food Crop Donation Tax 
Credit, established by state 
legislation earlier in 2016.

The guidelines may be 
found at tax.virginia.gov/
content/food-crop-donation-
tax-credit-guidelines.

The credit applies to farm-
ers who make food crop 

donations to a nonprofit 
food bank. It took effect July 
1, will last through 2020 and 
is equal to 30% of the fair 
market value of a donation, 
not to exceed $5,000. It orig-
inated with House Bill 1093, 
introduced by Del. Benjamin 
Cline of Amherst, and Senate 
Bill 580, introduced by Sen. 
R. Creigh Deeds of Bath.

The bills defined food 

Conservation, forestry and wildlife control 
have all taken hits in Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s 
reductions to the state budget.

The governor’s fiscal year 2018 budget appro-
priated just $7.6 million for the best manage-
ment practices cost-share program that helps 
farmers pay for voluntary conservation prac-
tices to help the state achieve its water quality 
goals. 

“This is dramatically short of the $100 mil-
lion needed and Farm Bureau will be asking the 
General Assembly to look at sources of fund-
ing to keep the program moving forward,” said 
Martha Moore, vice president of governmental 
relations for the Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion. 

She explained that Virginia is under a court 
order to meet specific water quality goals by 
2025. Farmers have been voluntarily using 
costly conservation practices for years and the 
state’s cost-share program helps fund them. 
Additionally, farmers receive technical assis-
tance from their local Soil and Water Conser-
vation District (SWCD), which also took a sig-
nificant hit. Only $1.2 million was earmarked 
for 47 districts to provide technical assistance to 
farmers. “This falls short by $6 million of what 
was provided for this same help in fiscal year 
2017,” Moore said.

The only bright side is that the governor 

retained level funding for operational support 
for the SWCDs.

Other budget cut areas of concern to farmers 
are related to wildlife damage control and refor-
estation.

The governor’s budget eliminated the state’s 
matching portion of a program that provides 
assistance to farmers whose livestock have been 
killed by coyotes or black vultures. Virginia farm-
ers incur an estimated $2 million annually just 
from coyote losses, Moore said. Current wildlife 
services “only help a fraction of the farmers who 
need assistance in dealing with these wildlife 
predators. Farm Bureau will be asking the Gen-
eral Assembly to restore all of this funding to 
save this vital program for farmers.”

Additionally, more than $300,000 was elimi-
nated from the Department of Forestry. That cut 
is from an incentive program that helps land-
owners with the cost of replanting harvested 
tracts with pine. “Raising pine timber is a 
20-year investment and without incentive pro-
grams, landowners could choose to plant houses 
instead of trees,” Moore said.

All of the cuts could have a “drastic economic 
impact on the largest industry in the common-
wealth,” she explained. In previous years, the 
General Assembly was able to allocate some 
money from the general and reserve funds to 
help with agricultural programs. 

Budget cuts could have dramatic
impact on state’s largest industry

Tax department shares guidelines 
for food crop donation tax credit

Virginia representatives will join nearly 7,000 Farm Bureau 
members from across the nation to shape policies important to 
farmers and ranchers January 6 through 11 at the 2017 American 
Farm Bureau Federation annual convention in Phoenix.

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation’s seven voting delegates and 
two alternates will join their peers in formulating policies related 
to biotechnology; food safety and labeling; immigration reform; 
comprehensive U.S. energy policy; U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency mandates on water and air quality; and the 2018 
Farm Bill.

“The issues we discuss at the convention are important issues 
to U.S. farmers and ranchers, and will potentially affect us all, 
so it is vital that Virginia representatives attend and help shape 
those policies,” said VFBF president Wayne F. Pryor. “We rely on 
American Farm Bureau to represent our interests in Congress, so 
it’s important for our voices to be heard.”

Farmers attending this year’s convention also will have the 
opportunity to attend workshops to help them improve their 
operations and stay current on important issues.

Virginia farmers to help shape
national Farm Bureau policies

crops as grains, fruits, nuts 
or vegetables. They received 
support from First Lady 
Dorothy McAuliffe, who has 
focused efforts on address-
ing childhood hunger and 
improving Virginians’ access 
to fresh and local foods.

They also were supported 
by Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation for their potential 
to benefit both farmers and 
Virginians in need of food.

“We believe this is a great 
way to encourage the farm-
ing community to help others 
by donating crops to their 
local food banks, whether it 
be surplus products or prod-
ucts they would normally 
sell elsewhere,” said Andrew 
Smith, VFBF senior assis-
tant director of governmental 
relations.

For the 2016 tax year, 
donors have until February 1, 
2017, to apply for the credit 
using the Department of Tax-
ation’s Form FCD-1.
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Save the Date
FREE Estate Planning Seminar

✓ Learn about Virginia’s new Uniform Power of Attorney Act and
Advanced Medical Directive.

✓ Learn why there is no such thing as a “simple will” and how
to avoid the expense and delay of court supervised administration.

✓ Learn how a Revocable Living Trust can avoid probate, minimize
taxes and protect assets for multiple generations.

✓ Learn why joint ownership and beneficiary designations are
dangerous ways of passing wealth.

✓ Learn why a trust may now be necessary to protect retirement plan
assets after they are passed to your children.

Join Certified Elder Law Attorney*, Chip Buxton,
or Accredited Estate Planner® andMaster of Laws,Wake
Buxton, for this timely discussion of current wealth
preservation and transfer strategies. The two speakers
combine nearly sixty years of estate planning and elder
law experience and have served over 8000 Hampton
Road’s families. * by the National Elder Law Foundation (AZ)

Joseph T. “Chip” Buxton III
Certified Elder LawAttorney

George P.Wakefield Buxton
Master of Laws in Estate Planning

This educational class is free, however, reservations
are required. To make your reservation or for more
information call 800-966-2889 or 757-877-2248 or
register online at www.trustbuilders.com.

“Excellent presentation —
answered all my questions
and concerns.”
— Robert K., Suffolk

“This was an excellent
presentation, one
of the best!”
— Kay C., Newport News

“Excellent presentation.
perfectly clear.”
— Claire M., Williamsburg

Visit our new website at: www.trustbuilders.com

URBANNA
110 Grace Avenue • P.O. Box 247

Urbana, Virginia 23175
Phone: 804.758.2244

WILLIAMSBURG
295 McLaws Circle • Suite 2
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185

Phone: 757.345.6644

YORKTOWN
914 Denbigh Boulevard
Yorktown, Virginia 23692
Phone: 757.877.2248

VIRGINIA BEACH
One Columbus Center • Suite 682
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462

Phone: 757.490.7854

• • •

Reader’s Choice AwardWinner

WINNER 2013-2016

Buxton & Buxton, PC
Estate & Legacy Planning Since 1978

www.trustbuilders.com
■ Wills and Revocable Trusts
■ Powers of Attorney
■ Estate Administration
■ Asset Protection
■ Dynasty & IRA Trusts
■ Medicaid and Long-Term Care
■ Charitable Giving
■ Family Business Succession

Tuesday, January 3, 2016@6:30pm
Williamsburg Lodge

(ColonialWilliamsburg)
310 S. England St.

Williamsburg,VA23185

Thursday, January 5, 2016@6:30pm
HiltonGarden Inn

(KilnCreek)
180RegalWay

NewportNews,VA23602

IT’S RESOLUTIONTIME
DON’TPUTOFFPLANNINGANOTHERDAY!

This educational class is free, however, reservations 
are required. To make your reservation or for more 
information call 804-758-2244 or 800-966-2889 or 
register online at www.trustbuilders.com

Tuesday, October 25, 2016 @ 
11am

Pilot House Restaurant
(Lunch Served)

2737 Grey’s Point Rd.

Topping, VA 23169

Thursday, October 27, 2016 
@ 10am

Essex Public Library
117 Church Lane

Tappahannock, VA 22560

Tuesday, January 17, 2017 
@ 10am

The Gloucester Library
6620 Main St.

Gloucester, VA 23061

 

Thursday, January 19, 2017 
@ 2pm

The Mathews Library

251 Main St.

Mathews, VA 23109

 

Thursday, January 26, 2017 
@ 11am

The Piankatank River Golf Club

(Lunch Served)

6198 Stormont Rd.

“The seminar was excellent, 
everything was adequately 
covered.”
-Rick T. - Williamsburg, Virginia

“Dynamic speakers, worth 
listening to.”
-Kent F. - Lancaster, Virginia

“Best we’ve been to.”
-Elmer S. - Hayes, Virginia
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YOUR GIFT INCLUDES:
 Rinse-Off Foaming Cleanser 
 Moisture Surge™ Overnight Mask 
 Clinique Smart Night™ Custom-Repair Moisturizer
 Long Last Lipstick in Bamboo Pink
 Quickliner™ For Eyes Intense in Intense Black
 High Impact™ Mascara in Black 
 BONUS EXCLUSIVE Cosmetics Bag 

*One gift to a customer. Quantities limited. While supplies last. 
Available January 3-22, 2017 in select stores, online or toll-free 1-800-743-8730. 

FREE* 
7-PC. GIFT

Yours with any CLINIQUE purchase 
of $27 or more! A $70 value.

shop our family of stores
– stage.com

TM

Clinique now available only at 

The January windows at Kilmarnock’s Rap-
pahannock Art League’s Studio Gallery, 19 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock, get the new 
year off to a grand start with the inspired com-
positions of two members. 

Window selections by Karen Williams, an 
artist who works exclusively in oils, show the 
Kilmarnock resident’s fascination with realism, 
reported Elaine Tait. 

An illustration of William’s artistry is “Plant-
ing in the Paddy,” a moody depiction of two 
workers laboring in a rice paddy. The picture 
inspired by a photograph taken by her hus-

band placed first in a regional exhibition at the 
Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts. 
Another artwork in the window shows the 
distinctive shapes of floating autumn leaves 
achieving a rich, tapestry-like pattern.

Susan Ramsey decided to master watercolor 
painting after moving to Sharps, said Tait. 

In the three abstract acrylics in her window, 
colors and shapes are combined in ways that 
invite the viewer to imagine the artist’s inspi-
ration. Adding to the window’s appeal are 
imaginative accent containers designed by her 
husband, Ed Ramsey.

Shapes and colors define
January window display

“Planting in the Paddy,” by Karen Williams (above) 
and this abstract acrylic by Susan Ramsey (right) 
are among the works in the January exhibit at the 
Rappahannock Art League Studio Gallery, 19 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Dr. M. Ray McKinnie, who 
has been serving as the interim 
dean and 1890 Extension admin-
istrator of the College of Agri-
culture at Virginia State Univer-
sity, has been formally appointed 
to the position. The appointment 
is effective immediately.

 McKinnie, who arrived at 
VSU in July 2015 to serve 
as assistant administrator of 
Extension programs in the Col-
lege of Agriculture, stepped into 
the interim dean position two 
months later after the resignation 
of dean Jewel Hairston.

“Dr. McKinnie’s outstand-
ing leadership during this past 
year that he’s served as interim 
dean has already benefited 
Virginia State University as a 
whole and its College of Agri-
culture, Cooperative Exten-
sion and Agricultural Research 
Station in particular,” said Dr. 
Donald Palm, VSU’s provost 
and vice president for academic 
affairs. “He has left no doubt 
in my mind he will continue to 
direct the college to even greater 
accomplishments and help VSU 
embrace its role as a top land-
grant university.” 

 Palm also cited McKinnie’s 
vision for the department, his 
passion for student success and 
his commitment to faculty and 
staff development as key factors 
in the selection process.

As dean, McKinnie will 
provide administrative over-
sight for the college’s academic 
departments and its agricul-
tural research and Cooperative 
Extension programs.  He brings 
a wealth of educational and 
professional experiences to 
his new position, including 
service as interim associate 
dean for agricultural research 
and associate dean and Exten-
sion administrator at North Car-
olina A&T, that spans more than 
three decades in higher educa-
tion and other national organiza-
tions.

 “Agriculture is a critical com-

Virginia State University has
new College of Agriculture dean

From left are Dr. Donald Palm and Dr. M. Ray McKinnie.

ponent of the global economy 
and is Virginia’s number one 
industry,”said McKinnie. “VSU 
has a long tradition of training 
students to be valuable contribu-
tors of that industry, as well as of 
developing solutions for better 
food security, safety and sus-
tainability with its cutting-edge 
research.”

 He added that one of his goals 
in his new position is to help 
change the image of the agri-
culture industry. “There are tre-
mendous opportunities in the job 
market for dynamic, exciting and 
engaging careers in agriculture 
and natural resource,” he said, 
adding that few of these jobs 
involve the old notion of agricul-
ture just being “cows, plows and 
sows.”

 According to a research study 
conducted by USDA NIFA and 
Purdue University, between 2015 
and 2020 in the U.S. there will 
be 57,900 annual job openings 
for graduates with bachelor’s or 
higher degrees in agriculture and 
related fields, with almost half of 
those in management and busi-
ness and another 27 percent in 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics. However, 
the study states on average only 
35,400 are expected to graduate 
each year in these fields, result-
ing in an annual shortage of 

22,500 agriculture graduates to 
fill the industry’s needs, he said.

“That’s why last year USA 
Today wrote that careers in agri-
culture and natural resources are 
among the top 10 paying jobs in 
the country and the public needs 
to understand that these jobs rep-
resent a new era of agriculture,” 
he said.

 After earning his bachelor’s 
degree in animal science from 
North Carolina A&T, his mas-
ter’s and doctorate degrees in 
animal science/reproductive 
physiology from Ohio State Uni-
versity and North Carolina State 
University, respectively; McK-
innie began his career as an 
assistant agricultural agent with 
North Carolina Cooperative 
Extension. Later as an extension 
specialist and researcher working 
with small, part-time, limited-
resource farmers, he focused 
his efforts on the development of 
economical systems of produc-
tion for pasture-based pork, com-
mercial rabbit and meat goats.

Founded in 1882, Virginia 
State University is one of Vir-
ginia’s two land-grant institu-
tions and is located 20 minutes 
south of Richmond in the vil-
lage of Ettrick. It is one of only 
three colleges or universities in 
Virginia to offer a bachelor’s in 
agriculture.

■ Multimedia show
An opening reception will be 

held from 5 to 7 p.m. January 
13 at the Tappahannock Artists’ 

■ Networking Brunch
Commonwealth Assisted 

Living & Memory Care at 
Farnham, 511 Cedar Grove 
Road, Farnham, hosts Net-
working Brunch sessions from 
10 to 11 a.m. on second Thurs-
days. To register, call Jill T. 
White by the Tuesday prior to 
each session, 394-2102.

BUSINESS BREIFS

■ Expanding trade
Gov. Terry McAuliffe recently 

announced the opening of the 
Southeast Asia representative 
office of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services (VDACS), 

Guild Gallery and Community 
Art Center, 200 Prince Street, 
Tappahannock.

Artist Ruth Ann Wilson will 
exhibit her multimedia work, 
“A Journey From Realism to 
Abstraction” through February.

expanding the agency’s network 
of international trade repre-
sentatives stationed around the 
world. Located in Singapore,the 
new office will be led by Sarath 
Menon, managing director of 
the business-consulting firm 
Orissa International. 

Strong economic growth, 
increasing demand for high-
value products and expansion 
of local animal production are 
all expected to make the region 
an increasingly attractive market 
for Virginia’s exports.


