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WHITE STONE—George E. “Sonny” 
Thomas says he has no long range plans on 
how he plans to spend retirement after serv-
ing as Lancaster County’s Commissioner of 
the Revenue. But after 21 years of assessing 
real estate and property taxes, preceded by 
many years in public service, his immediate 
plan is to relax at home with his wife, 
Joan, and read a few books.

Thomas was first elected in 1995, 
edging out two opponents for the Con-
stitutional office. He’s run unopposed 
every four years since.

Perhaps his success with voters can 
be attributed to his respect for taxpay-
ers.

“The Commissioner of the Rev-
enue is as close to the tax paying public as 
anybody. It was my goal to make sure the 
taxpayers continued to have the first class 
service provided by my predecessor,” said 
Thomas. “So many people in elected posi-
tions do not think of taxpayers as custom-
ers. But they are your customers like in any 
business. You always have to treat them with 
respect.”

Thomas entered the office at a time when 
systems were transitioning from paper to 
technology based. The state tasks county 
revenue departments with keeping accurate 
track of real estate on January 1, processing 
state income tax returns and tracking all per-
sonal property tax.

“We used to enter information from 5,000 
handwritten tax returns and process them for 
the state,” he said. “I had to hire two or three 
part-time people who entered the informa-
tion and typed a report. In 1998, new com-

puter systems spit the reports out. Now, with 
more people making electronic filings, we 
only have about 2,000 returns to process.”

The department of four people also han-
dles all the assessments for Irvington and 
Kilmarnock real estate taxes. 

Citizens can thank Thomas for elimina-
tion of the tax decals that used to be posted 
on the windshield of vehicles. He was one 

of the first tax commissioners in Virginia to 
take steps to eliminate the decals.

“We would have lines of people that 
stretched all the way through the building 
for days waiting to purchase their decal,” 
said Thomas. “People complained about 
having to wait for hours.”

He noted that the decals allowed law 
enforcement to see who was current on 
paying their personal property tax. “Now, if 
you haven’t paid the tax, you can’t conduct 
any business with DMV. But we don’t have 
that kind of taxpayer here,” he was quick to 
add, noting the near perfect tax collection 
record in Lancaster.

When Thomas first decided to enter poli-
tics, he was able to count on name recogni-
tion because of his years of public service, 
much like his father. The elder George 
Thomas was a founding member of the 
Kilmarnock/Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 

Squad. 
“My father was one of 16 charter mem-

bers,” said Thomas. “Those were primitive 
days when you didn’t have a whole lot of 
regulations,” he said. 

They took a 1957 Pontiac station wagon 
and built it into an ambulance by taking out 
the seats and bolting in a platform for the 
stretcher, he explained. Doctors called for 

the ambulance and regularly rode with 
patients to the hospital. 

“They had less than 100 calls a year. 
When I was with them, it was 700 calls 
a year,” said Thomas.

He began his public service by 
volunteering with the Mathews fire 
department. When he moved back to 
Lancaster, he took advantage of his 
military medic training and became a 

charter member of the Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad in Lively, joining the 
Kilmarnock squad when he moved closer to 
Kilmarnock.

He was also involved in the Upper Lan-
caster Ruritan Club for 15 years and a char-
ter president of the Northern Neck Rotary.

He owned and operated Thomas Hard-
ware in Lively when the village had a couple 
of manufacturing plants and other business 
operations. 

His retirement as commissioner was 
effective December 31. The department’s 
chief deputy, Marilon Savoy, will be the 
acting commissioner until November, when 
the last two years on the term will be up for 
election.

“Marilon has been working in the 
department for 38 years and is knowledge-
able, experienced and well qualified,” said 
Thomas.

An avid reader, George E. “Sonny” Thomas will have plenty 
of time for reading now that he has stepped down as 
Commissioner of the Revenue. Thomas is a longtime member 
of the Lancaster Community Library.

Commissioner George E. ‘Sonny’ Thomas retires
by Audrey Thomasson

“So many people in elected positions do 
not think of taxpayers as customers. But 
they are your customers like in any busi-
ness. You always have to treat them with 
respect.”   —George E. “Sonny” Thomas

Miss Macy Stuart Swift of Reed-
ville was crowned Queen of the 

Holly Realm on Friday December 30, 
at Indian Creek Yacht and Country 
Club in Kilmarnock. 

Miss Swift was chosen to serve 
as queen at the 121st Holly Ball, the 
Tidewater Foundation’s fundraising 
arm. Eighteen Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula area debutantes 
were presented at the annual Holly 
Ball. 

Rep. Rob Wittman of Montross 
provided an eloquent oration for the 
gala event and crowned Miss Swift 
with the traditional crown worn by 
former queens, reported Amy Hum-
phreys. Miss Swift succeeds reigning 
Queen Miss Susan Elizabeth Haynie 
of Reedville, the daughter of Mr. 
John Willard Haynie Jr. of Reedville 
and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Chilton 
Kelley of Kilmarnock.

Miss Swift is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Keith Swift of 
Reedville. She was presented by 
her father and escorted by Mr. Kyle 
Shaun McNamee. Miss Swift chose 
as her attendants Miss Elizabeth 
Baylor Ellis, the daughter of Mrs. 

Miss Macy Stuart Swift crowned Queen of the Holly Realm

From left are (front row) 2015 Queen Susan Elizabeth Haynie, 2016 Queen Macy Stuart Swift, Miss 
Elizabeth Baylor Ellis and Miss Korty Beynton Swift; (next row) Mr. Kyle Shaun McNamee, Mr. Cody 
Leslie Batterby, Rep. Rob Wittman, Mr. Noah Christopher Newman, Mr. William Andrew Smith. Photo 
by Yours Truly Photography

Fido and Fluffy are members of the family, so it's only fitting they be mem-
bers of the bridal party. There's a growing trend to include pets in engagement 
photos and have them attend and participate in the wedding ceremony.

Did you bring Spot along for an engagement photo shoot or did your cocker 
spaniel serve as a ring bearer?

Send us a photo and tell us in 100 words or less how you included your dog 
or cat in your nuptials and it may appear in Bliss, a Wedding Guide for the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula. The annual supplement will appear in 
the January 26 issues of the Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel. 

The deadline for entries is Monday, January 16. Remember to identify 
those in the photo, from left to right.

Send your story and photo to the Rappahannock Record by email, editor@
rapprecord.com; by mail, Rappahannock Record, PO Box 400, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482; or bring it to the office at 27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock. 

WHITE STONE—Painting the 
center span of the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge may be delayed 
because design plans have not been 
completed.

“The contractor, M&J Painting 
Company, continues to design the 
platform and containment system 
that will be used to paint the center 
spans of the Norris Bridge,” said 
Virginia Department of Transporta-

Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
painting project stuck in design stage

by Audrey Thomasson

Keren Slack Ellis of Tappahannock 
and Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Baird 
Ellis Jr. of Champlain, and Miss 
Korty Beynton Swift, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Scott Swift of 
Reedville. Miss Ellis was presented 
by her father and escorted by Mr. 
Noah Christopher Newman. Miss 
Swift was presented by her father 
and escorted by Mr. William Andrew 
Smith.

Mr. Richard Aubrey Farmar III 
served as master of ceremonies.

The debutantes were Miss Caroline 
Julia Beck, the daughter of Ms. Val-
erie Lee Beck of Weems and the late 
Mr. Brian Wayne Beck, presented by 
Mr. John Wayne Reynolds, escorted 
by Mr. Jordan Christian Hodges; 
Miss Emily Shillington Carden, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Taylor Carden Jr. of Charlottesville, 
presented by her father, escorted by 
Mr. John Gibson Schotta; Miss Alex-
andra Nicolle Clayton, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Tony Levern Clayton 
of Weems, presented by her father, 
escorted by Mr. Tanner Michael 

Married with pets?
tion communications manager Kelly 
Hannon. 

Once the plans are submitted, they 
must be reviewed and approved by 
VDOT before work can begin, said 
Hannon.

“Since this design and review is 
still under way, no work has mobi-
lized on the bridge yet,” she said.

Based on information presented 
at VDOT’s “Pardon Our Dust” 
meeting last September, work was 
expected to begin in mid-January.

“We still anticipate the contractor 
can achieve a projected completion 
date of January 2018,” said Hannon.

VDOT does not yet have an instal-
lation date set for the temporary traf-
fic signals at the bridge. The signals 
will control single-lane closures in 
place 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, during the painting project. 

“As soon as an installation date is 
available, we will communicate it so 
motorists can plan for this new traf-
fic pattern,” said Hannon.

HOLLY BALL, continued on page A2
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Steensma; Miss Skylar Naomi 
Dixon, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Edward Dixon 
Jr. of Weems, presented by her 
father, escorted by Mr. Daniel 
Tyler Thomas; Miss Virginia 
Elizabeth Eanes, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Clifton 
Eanes of Locust Hill, pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Mr. Benjamin Ashby 
Eanes; and Miss Burgess Van-
Loan Edson, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hurst Harvey 
Edson of Lynchburg, pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Mr. Karl Philip Gerlich.

Continuing the list of 2016 
debutantes presented, Miss 
AnnGardner Eubank, the 
daughter of Ms. Nancy Trav-
ers of White Stone and Mr. 
David Cary Eubank of Nags 
Head, N.C., presented by her 
father, escorted by Mr. Steven 
Tyler Barksdale; Miss Mary 
Kathryn Hall, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Randolph 
Hall of Reedville, presented 
by her father, escorted by 
Mr. David Keith Fisher Jr.; 
Miss Elizabeth Yoer Hyde, 
the daughter of Mrs. Joanna 
Adams Hyde of Lively and 
the late Hon. Tristram Tupper 

Hyde IV, presented by Mr. 
Christopher Smith, escorted 
by Mr. Thomas Tilden Hyde; 
Miss Tyler Noelle Martin, the 
daughter of Mr. William Wal-
lace Martin II of Williamsburg 
and Ms. Jennifer Lee Benson 
of Lancaster, presented by her 
father, escorted by Mr. Roy 
Ashton Berry; Miss Abby 
Augustyn Nelson, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Arthur Nelson of Weems, pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Mr. Alexander Joseph 
Nelson; and Miss Lauren 
Leigh Shores, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Lance Scott 
Shores of Urbanna, presented 
by her father, escorted by Mr. 
Mason Michael Kelley Phil-
lips. 

Also making their debut 
this year were Miss Brittney 
Rochelle Warwick, the daugh-
ter of Mrs. Laura Duryea 
Warwick of Weems and the 
late Mr. Garland Wayne War-
wick, presented by Mr. Sandy 
Burdette Warwick, escorted 
by Mr. Cole Donald-George 
Schomer; Miss Kayleigh 
Rose Webster, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carter Paul 
Webster of Lively, presented 

by her father, escorted by Mr. 
Louis Benjamin Shelton; and 
Miss Micaela Ann Wilson, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Brian Keith Wilson of Heaths-
ville, presented by her father, 
escorted by Mr. Samuel David 
Radecki.

Ushers were Mr. Noah Way-
land Booth of Kilmarnock, 
Mr. William Logan Cooke of 
Tappahannock, Mr. Ashton 
Coles Hollingsworth of 
Irvington, Mr. William Chase 
Kitchen of Heathsville, Mr. 
Peyton Robert Smith of White 
Stone and Mr. Parker Dean 
Smith of White Stone. 

Prroceeds from the Holly 
Ball are dispersed by the Tide-
water Foundation to a variety 
of charitable organizations 
supporting education and 
youth in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula. During 
the last decade, the Tidewater 
Foundation has contributed 
approximately a quarter of a 
million dollars to local enti-
ties. In early 2016, the Tidewa-
ter Foundation made contribu-
tions to a variety of worthy 
causes, made possible by the 
proceeds of the 120th Holly 
Ball in 2015.

From left are (front row) Miss Alexandra Nicolle Clayton, Miss Macy Stuart Swift, Miss Korty 
Beynton Swift, Miss Virginia Elizabeth Eanes, Miss Elizabeth Yoer Hyde, Miss Tyler Noelle 
Martin and Miss Mary Kathryn Hall; (next row) Miss Skylar Naomi Dixon, Miss Micaela Ann 
Wilson, Miss Kayleigh Rose Webster, Miss Abby Augustyn Nelson, Miss Lauren Leigh Shores 
and Miss Burgess VanLoan Edson; (next row) Miss Caroline Julia Beck, Miss Emily Shillington 
Carden and Miss Brittney Rochelle Warwick; (next row) Miss AnnGardner Eubank and Miss 
Elizabeth Baylor Ellis. Photo by Yours Truly Photography

From left are Miss Tyler Noelle Martin, Miss Virginia Elizabeth Eanes and Miss Macy Stuart 
Swift. Photo by Yours Truly Photography

Holly Ball
continued from page A1

Many past debutantes attended the 121st Holly Ball. Photo by Yours Truly Photography

FREDERICKSBURG—The 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) recently 
announced a portion of Balls 
Neck Road in Northumberland 
County will be closed for about 
six weeks while a culvert over 
Mill Creek is replaced.

A detour will be in place. The 
culvert is near Crosshills and 
Waddeys roads. That section of 
Balls Neck Road was closed on 
December 29 as construction 
began.

Signs will be posted along 
the recommended detour 
route, which is approximately 
five miles, on Waddeys Road, 
Shiloh School Road, and duPont 
Memorial Highway, according 
to Darragh Copley Frye in the 
VDOT Fredericksburg District 
office. Message boards will be 

posted this week to alert driv-
ers to the upcoming work and 
detour.

 VDOT crews will replace the 
existing corrugated metal pipe 
culvert, said Frye. The existing 
structure, constructed in 1974, 
is structurally deficient. The 
new culvert will be a reinforced 
concrete pipe.

Balls Neck Road carries an 
average of 140 vehicles a day, 
according to a 2015 VDOT traf-
fic count.

The 14-county Fredericks-
burg District includes Caro-
line, Essex, Gloucester, King 
& Queen, King George, King 
William, Lancaster, Mathews, 
Middlesex, Northumberland, 
Richmond, Spotsylvania, Staf-
ford and Westmoreland coun-
ties.

Balls Neck Road traffic
detour to extend six weeks

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Planning Commis-
sion will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, January 9, at Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

The commission will discuss short term vacation rental homes 
and hear a presentation on the Virginia River Realm marketing 
project.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will hold a 
work session at 4 p.m. today, January 5, at the LCPS Annex, 235 
School Street, to discuss the corrective academic action plan for 
the middle school. 

The school board also will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Janu-
ary 10. The agenda includes a reorganizational session and and 
update from the school facilities committee.

CLARAVILLE—The Northumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, January 9, at Northumberland High 
School, 201 Academic Lane, Claraville.

The board will conduct a reorganization session to elect a chair-
man and vice chairman, representatives to area boards and adop-
tion of a meeting calendar for 2017. 

Presentations will include Stephanie Baker and Lydia Haynie 
on the summer reading program and Shauna McCranie on the 
achievements of students in the talented and gifted program.

The superintendent will report on budget planning for fiscal 
year 2017-18, Standards of Learning (SOL) studies and winter 
closing and delay planning.

WHITE STONE—The town council will hold the first of 
three hearings related to a block grant application at 7 p.m. tonight, 
January 5, in the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone. 

According to town manager Patrick Frere, council plans to reap-
ply for a Community Development Block Grant for a downtown 
revitalization project. Council did not receive funding through the 
Department of Housing and Community Development for the 
project in 2016. 

As part of the application process, council is required to hold 
three hearings for public comments and ideas on the business/
downtown project, said Frere. Related hearings will be held Feb-
ruary 2 and March 2. 

Council also will hear committee reports, a financial report, 

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school facilities com-
mittee will conduct an informational session at 6:30 p.m. tonight, 
January 5, at the LCPS Annex, 235 School Street, Kilmarnock. 

The goal is to gather information from parents and the commu-
nity on the future needs of Lancaster school facilities.

The Agenda
Local Government News

■ E.C.H.O. Shelter
The Essex County Home-

less Organization (E.C.H.O.) 
will open its doors to overnight 
guests through March 1. Bay 
Transit will provide free round-
trip transportation to and from 
the shelter from four Tappahan-
nock locations.

The schedule is Essex Square, 
pick up 5:50 p.m., return 7:10 
a.m.; Food Lion, pick up 5:55 

NEWS BREAK

■ Blanket drive
The Interfaith Service Coun-

cil recently launched its annual 
blanket drive to help neigh-
bors in need stay warm this 

p.m., return 7:05 a.m.; Walmart, 
pick up 6 p.m., return 7 a.m.; 
Tappahannock Town Center, 
pick up 6:05 p.m., return 6:55 
a.m.; and E.C.H.O Shelter, pick 
up 6:30 p.m., return 6:30 a.m.

winter. Blankets are distrib-
uted free to eligible recipients 
in Northumberland and Lan-
caster counties.

Blankets, comforters or 
sheets in all sizes, new or 
gently used, may be delivered 
from 10 a.m. to noon on Mon-
days or Wednesdays to the 
Interfaith Warehouse, 1086 
Harris Drive, Kilmarnock, or 
call 435-6050. 
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts
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R
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ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

New Exhibit Jan 3 - 28
Reception Jan 6, 5 - 7pm

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Be The Judge
Vote for your favorite artwork

You

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 10 
individuals, for the period extending from Decem-
ber 19, 2016, through January 1, 2017.
Misdemeanors

A Chase Street woman, 31, was charged Decem-
ber 20 with giving a false report to a police officer.

A Reynolds Farm Road woman, 30, was 
charged December 22 with driving while under 
the influence of intoxicants.

A Northumberland Highway woman, 32, was 
charged December 22 with making a false state-
ment for unemployment benefits. 

A man, age and address unreported, was charged 
December 23 with assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Jessie duPont Highway man, 30, was charged 
December 29 with assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Corrotoman Drive man, 49, was charged 
December 29 with reckless driving and driving 
while license is suspended or revoked.
Felonies

Christian P. Lyons, 33, of Rappahannock Drive, 
was charged December 20 with the felony offense 
of assault and battery of a family member-third 
offense.

Philip E. Dean, 37, of Sandlin Drive, was 
charged December 21 with two felony counts of 
the revocation of a suspended sentence and proba-
tion.

 Jonte A. Towles, 21, of Merry Point Road was 
arrested for felony hit and run involving personal 
injury, felony unauthorized use of a automo-
bile, felony destruction of property over $1,000, 
destruction of property under $1,000, driving 
while license suspended or revoked, reckless driv-
ing and failing to appear for a traffic summons.

 Dexter O. Sutton, 29, of Beanes Road was 
arrested for felony breaking and entering with 
intent to commit a felony, felony strangulation, 
four counts of assault and battery of a family 
member, destruction of property under $1,000 and 
unlawful use or destruction of a telephone line. 
Activity report

December 19: Staff responded to the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge to assist Middle-
sex Sheriff’s Office with the pursuit of a vehicle 
coming into Lancaster County; to the 900 block 
of Merry Point Road a single-vehicle traffic crash; 
to the 100 block of Norris Drive for a suspicious 
vehicle; to investigate a walk-in report of a vehi-
cle theft, this is the same vehicle that was found 
crashed on Merry Point earlier in the morning; to 
the 500 block of Wilson Lane for a domestic dis-
turbance; and to the area of Peach Tree Lane for a 
suspicious vehicle.

December 20: Staff responded to the 500 
block of Mary Ball Road to check on an emo-
tionally disturbed individual; to the 100 block of 
Carlson Road to assist emergency medical ser-
vices (EMS); with Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to the 300 block of North Main Street for 
a disorderly person in a public place; to the 100 
block of Pinkardsville Road for a trespasser in a 
rental home.

December 21: Staff responded to the 10000 
block of River Road to investigate a sudden/unat-
tended death; to River and White Chapel roads 
for a two-vehicle crash; to Jessie duPont Memo-
rial Highway to assist Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office (NCSO) with a possible suicidal 
subject.

December 22: Staff responded to the 1000 
block of Buzzards Neck Road for the report of a 
prowler; to James B. Jones Memorial Highway 
for the report of a single-vehicle (overturned) 
traffic crash; to Steamboat Road for a large 
truck blocking the highway; to the 100 block of 
Sandlin Drive for threats being made by a family 
member; to Norris Bridge for a traffic hazard; 
to Mary Ball and Fleets Bay roads for reckless 
driver traveling on the wrong side of the high-
way; to Mary Ball and Camps Mill roads to assist 
Virginia State Police with a vehicle search; to the 
200 block of Peake Road for a possible prowler; 
to the 100 block of Greenwood Court for a 
domestic disturbance and assault with an auto-
mobile; and to the 300 block of Meyers Drive for 
death threats by telephone.

December 23: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Rappahannock Drive for a two-vehicle 
crash and verbal disagreement; to Sandlin Drive 
for several vehicles parked on private property 
without permission; and to the 500 block of Green-
town Road for an assault and drug violations.

December 24: Staff responded to the 8200 
block of Northumberland Highway to assist 
NCSO with a large party that had gotten out of 
control; to the 100 block of Cherry Point Drive 
for a disturbance caused by custody dispute; to 
the area of Buzzards Neck Road for a game law 
violation; to the 1000 block of Weems Road for a 
single-vehicle traffic crash; and to the 100 block 
of Colony Lane for a domestic disturbance that 
involved alcohol.

December 25: Staff responded to the 2300 
block of River Road for a domestic disturbance; 
to a report of two vehicles traveling at a high rate 

of speed on Mary Ball Road from the Chinns Mill 
area; to the 300 block of Dawson Lane for the 
report of 50 to 60 gunshots heard nearby; and to 
the 300 block of Avonne Street to assist KPD with 
an occupied suspicious vehicle parked at a vacant 
residence.

December 26: Staff responded to James B. 
Jones Highway for a single-vehicle crash; to the 
100 block of Merribeau Lane for a vehicle in a 
field destroying crops; to the 200 block of Ring 
Farm Road for a disturbance that involved abusive 
language; to Merry Point and Richtown roads for a 
game violation; and to the 200 block of Lancaster 
Creek Drive for a domestic disturbance resulting 
in several charges.

December 27: Staff responded to the 1100 
block of Mosquito Point Road to investigate 
the report of a burglary; to a walk-in report of a 
sexual assault involving a juvenile; to Harris and 
Irvington roads to assist KPD on a foot pursuit 
of a person wanted on several charges; to the 
3900 block of Windmill Point Road for the theft 
of prescription narcotics; and to the 400 block of 
Greentown Road for a domestic disturbance with 
injury.

December 28: Staff responded to Lancaster 
Shores for juveniles riding on the highway on an 
ATV; to the 400 block of Lancaster Creek Drive 
for a second report of juveniles on an ATV riding 
across private property; to the 100 block of Clover 
Lane for a possible burglary; to the 1300 block of 
Irvington Road for the report of a traffic hazard 
caused by a deer carcass; to the 100 block of 
Harris Road for the report of a domestic distur-
bance; to the 5400 block of Mary Ball Road for a 
traffic crash; to the 100 block of Morattico Road 
for a domestic disturbance; and to the 100 block 
of Berkeley Forest Road for the report of mentally 
ill subject.

December 29: Staff responded to the 300 
block of Beanes Road to assist NCSO with the ser-
vice of a warrant; to Courthouse Road for a two-
vehicle traffic crash; to the 8000 block of River 
Road to investigate the theft of several pieces of 
jewelry; to the 100 block of Lancaster Drive to 
investigate credit card theft and fraud; to the 100 
block of North Hill Lane to assist NCSO with a 
domestic disturbance; to the 100 block of Brent 
Road for the report of harassing messages over the 
phone; and to the 500 block of Weems Road for a 
custody dispute.

December 30: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Elm Street to check the welfare of a 
person with known mental illness; to the 100 
block of Gunther Lane to investigate the theft of a 
.40 caliber High Point handgun; to Harpers Creek 
Drive for a hunting violation; to Norris Bridge 
for a bicyclist causing a traffic hazard; to the 500 
block of Cherry Point Road for vandalism of a 
residence; to the 1100 block of Black Stump Road 
for a mentally ill subject causing a traffic hazard; 
to the 300 block of Johns Neck Road for a custody 
issue; and to the 2200 block of River Road for a 
suspicious vehicle with loud exhaust.

December 31: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Harris Road for a fire alarm at a commer-
cial building; to the 100 block of Reynolds Farm 
Road to investigate a sexual assault; to the 7800 
block of River Road for a suspicious vehicle; to 
Chinns Mill Pond on Mary Ball Road for a traffic 
hazard caused by debris; and to the 100 block of 
Fox Tail to assist EMS with a medical emergency 
and entry into the home.

January 1: Staff responded to 8600 block 
of Mary Ball Road for trespassers; to the 1100 
block of Carlson Road to check the well-being 
of several juveniles in the roadway; to the 6300 
block of Mary Ball Road for a possible suicidal 
subject; to the 100 block of Menokin Road to 
investigate a sexual assault involving a juvenile; 
to the 100 block of Kathy Drive for destruction 
of property; and to the 100 block of First Street 
for a trespasser.

From December 19 through January 1, Staff 
also conducted 69 traffic stops, issued 32 sum-
monses, assisted 10 motorists, recorded six deer 
strike accidents, handled two calls for traffic con-
trol, investigated 17 building alarms, processed a 
mental health order, logged two inmate transports, 
received three E-911 hang-up calls, and responded 
to three calls for animal control service.

Fire calls
During the same time period, Upper Lancaster 

Volunteer Fire Department responded to an EMS 
lift assistance call on Kathy Drive and separate 
traffic crashes on Merry Point Road, White Chapel 
and River roads, Mary Ball Road and Courthouse 
Road.

Kilmarnock VFD responded to separate traffic 
crashes on James B. Jones Memorial Highway, 
Old Fairground Way, Jessie duPont Highway and 
Lumber Lost Road; a hazardous materials clean 
up on North Main Street, to an EMS lift assistance 
call on Southport Lane and with White Stone VFD 
to a structure fire on Ocran Road and fire/smoke 
alarms on Harris Road.

White Stone VFD also responded to downed 
power lines on Chesapeake Drive and a fire/smoke 
alarm on Bayport Lane.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

FREDERICKSBURG—The 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) offices in 
the Saluda Residency will 
relocate January 9 to tempo-
rary quarters until a new office 
facility is built.

The Saluda Residency 
encompasses Gloucester, 
Mathews, Middlesex, Essex, 
King William and King & 
Queen counties. It has nearly 
100 employees that are respon-
sible for maintaining more 
than 1,700 miles of state roads, 
reported Darragh Copley Frye.

 Currently, customers in any 
of the six counties can access 
VDOT office personnel at 
1027 General Puller Highway, 
Saluda. VDOT staff will relo-
cate to 300 Virginia Street, 
Urbanna. Office hours will 
remain 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

 Customer service, includ-
ing permits, snow removal ser-
vices, maintenance assistance 
and right-of-way requests will 
all be available at the Urbanna 
site.

 The capital outlay proj-
ect will demolish the exist-
ing office building on General 
Puller Highway and build a 
new office space on the same 
land. The project will be adver-
tised to bidders at the end of 
January, with construction 
expected to break ground in 
March 2017.

VDOT Saluda Residency 
will temporarily relocate

 The $1.8 million project will 
take at least a year to build, said 
Frye. The new office space will 
more than double the current 
facility size with 8,500 square 
feet of office space, including 
a large conference room for 
public meetings.

 The current facility, built in 
1954, is 3,500 square feet and 
lacks a space for public meet-
ings.

 The new residency build-
ing will help staff serve Saluda 
Residency customers more 
effectively and efficiently with 
more personnel in one location, 
as well as an assembly area for 
public hearings, he said.

 VDOT anticipates being at 
the temporary location until 
December 2018. VDOT’s staff 
phone numbers and email 
addresses will remain the same 
throughout the transition. The 
mailing address to the Saluda 
Residency, 1027 General Puller 
Highway Saluda, VA 23149, 
also will remain the same.

 Due to limited physical 
access during construction, 
please use email, phone and 
mail to communicate with staff 
members, said Frye. Those 
who must make an in-person 
visit after January 9, are urged 
to call ahead to ensure access 
is possible.

KING & QUEEN—Virginia 
State Police Trooper S.P. Nix 
is investigating a two-vehicle 
crash in King & Queen County. 
The crash occurred at 3 p.m. 
December 25 on The Trail at 
Bagby Road.

A 2004 Buick Rendezvous 
was traveling west on The Trail 
when it ran off the right side of 
the road. The vehicle then came 
back into the roadway, crossed 

the centerline and struck head-
on an eastbound 1999 Honda 
Civic, according to the police 
report. The impact of the crash 
caused both vehicles to over-
turn.

The driver of the Buick, 
Peggy K. Didlake, 74, of West 
Point was transported to a 
nearby hospital for treatment 
of minor injuries. She was 
wearing a seat belt.

The driver of the Honda, Bri-
anna N. Sulc, 19, of Gloucester 
was transported to Riverside 
Regional Hospital, Newport 
News, where she died Decem-
ber 29. She was wearing a seat 
belt.

Didlake was charged with 
reckless driving. Fatigue was 
a factor in the crash, reported 
VSP public relations director 
Corinne N. Geller.

Gloucester woman dies from injuries 
sustained in Christmas Day car crash
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Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
Focal Point

Winter’s calm: Shortly after sunrise on the Winter Solstice at Hughlett Point.

Photo by Jean Hogan

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

To place Virginia Kelley in context is 
first to note that she was born before 

America entered the First World War, before 
the Russian Revolution, before Mussolini’s 
march on Rome, before Hitler’s Beer Hall 
Putsch and before Warren Harding became 
president of the United States. At the time of 
her birth Woodrow Wilson, with whom one 
of her younger brothers shared a name, was 
president, and Harry Byrd was not yet gov-
ernor of Virginia.

Virginia was the fifth of 10 children, born 
in her family homeplace near Remo where 
her brother, J.P. Conley, and his family con-
tinue to live. Today at 100, she remains 
an oracle of her family’s genealogy, and a 
repository of all, and I mean all, of the local 
history of the century that she has lived. 
For 40 years her older brother, Sam, and 
his wife, Snooks, operated what is now the 
Corner Market in Wicomico Church. During 
their tenure the sign read, “S.G. Conley, 
Gen’l Mrchdse’, and the establishment was 
a genuine old-fashioned country store.

Last week at the celebration of her cente-
nary she was answering questions about the 

past with the speed and accuracy of a col-
lege student. I was the purveyor of many of 
those inquiries, not to gain information for 
this column, but rather to learn more about 
what for nearly a half-century has been our 
homeplace, the house on the hill, which 
for the first third of the 20th century was 
the home of her maternal grandparents, the 
Delanos. 

My good wife has been urging the Conleys 
to apply to have their farm designated a Vir-
ginia Century Farm, an official recognition 
manifesting that the same family has owned 
it for over 100 years. Thanks to Virginia, in 
their case the designation would have spe-

cial significance, in that now one member 
of the family has lived through more than a 
century of the Conley ownership.

Virginia continues to live in her home 
overlooking Chesapeake Bay outside 
Kilmarnock. For many years she hosted 
the annual Bluff Point Community League 
picnic on her spreading lawn. There, when 
asked, she would regale the guests with her 
stories of the past, leaving the listeners anx-
ious to hear more, for she has a great talent 
in making the past come alive.

A few years ago Virginia stopped driving 
around town, often in pursuit of antiques, 
the collection of which was her longtime 
hobby. She likes to know what shops are 
offering and enjoys speaking of antiques as 
much as she does genealogy and history, for 
indeed to her antiques represent the visible 
evidence of the past.

Virginia’s late husband, James, and her 
two sons, Jimmie and Tommy, long have 
been prominent in the Northern Neck sea-
food industry, thus the Kelley family merges 
the two iconic heritages of the Northern 
Neck, namely, farming on the Conley side 

and seafood on that of the Kelleys.
Having known Virginia now for almost 

half of her life, I can say quite honestly 
that she is one person who remains the 
same across the years. Her interests and her 
knowledge continue to abound, and the plea-
sure she obviously gets from recounting the 
past with her extraordinary degree of accu-
racy is always impressive. To speak with her 
one realizes that the past is present and the 
future is a marvel yet to behold.

Scarlett O’Hara was correct in seeing the 
land as a binding tie among people. Today 
with three generations of our family having 
lived for nearly 50 years on the traditional 
Delano land in the old family homeplace, 
growing a garden and raising animals where 
they did, and with our fields still being 
farmed by J.P. and his son, Steve Conley, 
we have built ties with the progeny of those 
who preceded us on this hill, called “Mount 
Pisgah.”

Virginia is one of those ties for which we 
are abidingly grateful. 

Happy Centenary, Virginia. Truly, you are 
at the peak of youth.

Today at 100, she remains an 
oracle of her family’s geneal-
ogy, and a repository of all, 
and I mean all, of the local 
history of the century that she 
has lived.

YOUR LETTERS

There’s been an avalanche 
of “news” accusing Russia of 
“hacking” our election. Incred-
ibly, “they” never explain what 
they mean by hacking because 
if they did it would be seen for 
the farce that it is. Unfortu-
nately, a very dangerous farce 
indeed.

One would think, by delib-
erate implication, that Russia 
had gained access to American 
voter tallies and had skewed 
the results in favor of Trump. 
In fact, Russia had nothing to 
do with our elections—abso-
lutely nothing.

Via a disgruntled Democratic 
National Committee insider, 
as confirmed by Wikileaks, 
emails by the thousands were 
submitted to Wikileaks for 
publication exposing not only 
the conspiracy within the DNC 
to cheat Bernie Sanders out of 
the nomination but also expos-
ing John Podesta, former presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s chief of staff 
and Hillary’s campaign chief, 
as well as a slew of DC insid-
ers’ involvement with a satanic 
pedophile ring dubbed “pizza-
gate.” This includes the Obama 
White House and the Clintons.

So damning were the revela-
tions exposing these Satanists 
in the highest ranks of our gov-
ernment by their own emails 
on October 3 that within 24 
hours, on every coordinated 
news broadcast under the con-
trol of these deviant associates, 
were two made-up distrac-
tions, “fake news,” which they 
dubbed the alternative news 
sources reporting and posting 
the incriminating emails, and 
the lie that Russia had inter-
fered with our election.

Troubling hijinks In the past week, Obama 
expelled 35 Russian diplomats 
and demanded their embassy 
closed. Historically, such 
actions are taken just before a 
declaration of war.

 Apparently, Obama and his 
deviant associates would rather 
see hundreds of millions killed 
in a thermonuclear war to 
block Trump and the multitude 
of investigations waiting in the 
cue which would undoubtedly 
send a multitude on Capitol 
Hill to prison for the rest of 
their lives. Pray.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

To say that the Northum-
berland County School Board 
had a tumultuous 2016 is to 
put it mildly: firings, shouting 
matches, lawsuits, behind-the-
scenes machinations and pri-
vate meetings with board of 
supervisor members. 

Now, we enter 2017 with 
more questionable activity. 
School board member Betty 
Christopher has tried to sup-
press public discussion and 
comment on school board 
actions. She proposed there 
be no public speaking time at 
school board meetings. She 
partially succeeded. The board 
agreed to cut back public dis-
cussion to just one time slot—
at the end of the proceedings. 

Public comment on any pro-
ceedings by elected officials 
is a basic right all of us have. 
Article One of the Constitu-
tion guarantees us freedom of 
speech. Any effort to cut com-
ments or discussion on school 
board actions runs counter to 
citizens’ basic rights. Such 
actions smack of a school 

A right to be heard

board preferring to do business 
out of the public’s view and in 
the equivalent of smoke-filled 
back rooms. 

Democratic proceedings 
need to be protected at the 
local level. To chip away with 
citizens’ free-speech rights is 
unacceptable and runs coun-
ter to the basic tenants of our 
society.

Frank J. Kober,
Heathsville

So much for draining the 
swamp.

House Republicans on January 
2 adopted a proposal by judiciary 
chairman Rep. Bob Goodlatte to 
put the Office of Congressional 
Ethics under the jurisdiction of 
the House Ethics Committee.

The office currently has free 
rein, enabling investigators to 
pursue ethics investigations and 
then recommend further action to 
the House Ethics Committee.

Now, the office will be under 
the thumb of the same lawmak-
ers who will be investigated for 
ethics violations. The proposal 
limits the scope of the office’s 
work by barring them from con-
sidering anonymous tips against 
lawmakers. Also, this proposal 
will stop the office from disclos-
ing the findings of their inves-
tigations, as they currently do 
after the recommendations go 
to the House Ethics Committee, 
thereby keeping ethics investiga-
tions secret.

Mr. Trump told us he was 
going to Washington to "drain the 
swamp." He didn't warn us that 
he was going to turn the nation 
over to the slimy creatures he dis-
covered in the swamp.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Political mire

Before last week, I had never 
heard of David Bruce Smith or 
the Grateful American Book 
Prize.

Smith is an author, editor and 
publisher based in Washington, 
D.C. As founder and president 
of The Grateful American 
Foundation, he is committed to 
restoring enthusiasm in Ameri-
can history among children and 
adults.

According to a press release I 
received last week, he’s also the 
cofounder of the Grateful Amer-
ican Book Prize, an award for 
excellence in writing, storytell-
ing and illustration of children’s 
historical non-fiction and fiction 
focused on events and person-
alities that have shaped the U.S.

Smith urges families to 
make it their mission for 2017 
to inspire the love of reading 
among children.

He points to “studies expos-
ing the sadly disturbing fact that 
as many as 66% of American 
teenagers are ‘below proficient’ 
in reading, which is perhaps the 
most fundamental element of a 
child’s educational experience.”

 Smith is on a crusade to 
encourage authors and publishers 
to produce more works of fiction 
and non-fiction that can capture 
the interests of young readers. 
His purpose in creating the 
Grateful American Book Prize 
was to galvanize young learners 
into reading books—preferably 
about American history—and to 
transform the ritual into an expe-
rience, he said.

I commend Smith for his 
efforts to promote reading 
among youth and adults. 

I read a book or six with a  
history tilt in 2016. Although 
he’s aiming primarily at readers 
much younger than myself, it’s 
never to late to start.

Continuing my annual best 
reads, the Fiction or Fact history 
prize for 2016 goes to Shocking 
Secrets of American History: 
115 surprising and Amusing 
Tales, by Bill Coate.

The best historical fiction is 
a toss up among The Kitchen 
House, by Kathleen Grissom; 
Worthy Brown’s Daughter, by 
Phillip Margolin; Robert B. 
Parker’s Blackjack, by Robert 
Knott; Cajun Waltz, by Robert 
Patton; and The Jealous Kind by 
James Lee Burke. 

The Kitchen House is set on 
a Virginia tobacco plantation in 
the early 1800s.

Worthy Brown’s Daughter is 
a tale of frontier justice in the 
old west.

Blackjack is another wild 
west adventure with territorial 
marshals Virgil Cole and Ever-
ett Hitch.

Cajun Waltz is a Deep South 
fantasy in the early 1900s. It also 
takes top honors for best music.

And there’s The Jealous Kind. 
Its full of new west shenanigans 
with Aaron Holland Broussard. 
Yeah, another generation of 
Holland legacy comes of age 
and them some. We’re talking 
best all around work of fiction, 
best storytelling, best prose and 
best dialog.

Some critics claim it’s the 

best Burke ever, but Houston, 
Texas, ain’t New Iberia, La., and 
Broussard ain’t no Dave Robi-
cheaux. 
Other winners

The Holy 
Bible, King James Version.

You know the words, John 3:16, 
“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.”

“The Upper Room” daily devo-
tional.

-
scope, by Eugenia Last, Uni-
versal Uclick, found in the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch and 
read by Sara Amiss at my desk, 
followed by chocolate.

iPhone, The 
Missing Manual, by David 
Pogue. 

iPhone, 
The Missing Manual.

Best book received as a 
gift from a friend: iPhone, The 
Missing Manual.

Best resource book: New 
Edition Urban Dictionary, 
Freshest Street Slang Defined, 
compiled by Aaron Peckham.

201 Weird True Facts-WTF 
(Science), by Harry Bright and 
Jakob Anser. Among other 
“facts” this book answers, in 
the very first entry, the question, 
“Which came first, the chicken 
or the egg? The Chicken. The 
protein necessary to produce 
eggshells originates in the ova-
ries of a hen.”

Quotes That Will Change Your 
Live: A Curated Collection of 
Mind-Blowing Wisdom, edited 
by Russ Kick.

You’re the Butter on My Biscuit 
And Other Country Sayin’s 
‘bout Love, Marriage, and 
Heartache, by Allan Zullo and 
Gene Cheek.

-
ously published newspaper 
columns: It Wasn’t Always Easy, 
But I Sure Had Fun (The Best 
of Lewis Grizzard), by Lewis 
Grizzard.

It Wasn’t 
Always Easy, But I Sure Had 
Fun. 

Coconut 
Cowboy, by Tim Dorsey.

Coconut 
Cowboy.

Coconut 
Cowboy.

A Silent 
Tide, by William E. Johnson of 
Bavon.

A 
Silent Tide. This book is set in 
Mathews. It’s got fast boats, 
rising tides, working watermen, 
steamed crabs, dogs, blood, 
sweat and tears.

a friend, family member or co-
worker: A Silent Tide.

Images of America: Water-
men of Reedville and the 
Chesapeake Bay, an Images of 
America Book, by Shawn Hall, 
former executive director of the 

Reedville Fishermen’s Museum.
Water-

men of Reedville and the Chesa-
peake Bay.

From 
the Ground Up: Growth of a 
Modern Farm Bureau, Virginia 
Farm Bureau 1982-2016, by 
Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion vice president of communi-
cations Greg Hicks.

From 
the Ground Up: Growth of a 
Modern Farm Bureau, Virginia 
Farm Bureau 1982-2016.

From the 
Ground Up: Growth of a 
Modern Farm Bureau, Virginia 
Farm Bureau 1982-2016.

The Choice, 
by Nicholas Sparks.

motion picture: The Choice.

From The Choice, “You gotta 
know when to be lazy. Done 
correctly, it’s an art form that 
benefits everyone.”

author: Four by Randy Wayne 
White—Deceived, Bone Deep,  
Deep Blue and Haunted.

Wayne White collection.

Wayne White collection.

Wayne White collection.

Wayne White collection.

Wayne White collection.

thriller: Extreme Prey, by John 
Sandford.

Redemption 
Road, by John Hart.

Robert B. Parker’s The Devil 
Wins, by Reed Farrel Coleman.

-
script: Cold as Ice, by Susan 
Robertson.

Cold as 
Ice.

Cold 
as Ice.

Rogue 
Lawyer, by John Grisham.

Jack Reacher, Echo Burning 
and Worth Dying For, by Lee 
Child.

Cafe, Southern as a Second 
Language, by Lisa Patton.

A 
Rule Against Murder, by Louise 
Penny.

The Mys-
tery of Mercy Creek, by Marian 
Keyes. 

Boys in 
the Trees, A Memoir, by Carly 
Simon, with sound track by the 
same name on CD.

Brooklyn, 
by Colm Tóibín.

and Brewhouse, Richmond.

B.J.’s.

Kentucky Straight Bourbon 
Whiskey.

Geographic.

ask? You’re reading it.
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804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. Good for the month of January.

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

riversideonline.com/rth

Board-certified general surgeon  

Michael Francis, M.D., has  

performed under demanding  

conditions as a surgeon in the  

U.S. Navy. With his fellowship  

training in colon and rectal  

surgery, he could have chosen  

to be a surgeon anywhere. For the  

people of the Tappahannock and 

Northern Neck region, it’s fortunate  

that he chose to come here. 

To make an appointment  

with Dr. Francis, call  

Riverside Surgical Specialists  
at 804-443-6232.

DR. FRANCIS 
has performed  

life-saving surgery  
around the world. 

We’re fortunate  
to have his skills  
right here at home.

 
 

Michael Francis, M.D.
Surgeon
Riverside Medical Group

Do you remember?
The Kilmarnock Museum is seeking information on this 1915 postcard of Urbanna with “the 
city bus” in front of Bonners Store. However, some have questioned if the store might be a 
former Bonners Store in Kilmarnock, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. 
Call Ashburn at 296-0930. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the museum.

2016 Bridal Guide for the Northern Neck and Middle PeninsulaBliss Rappahannock Record

804.435.1701  mail@rapprecord.com

Ad deadline: January 16
Publication date: January 26

You are cordially invited to join us in sharing  
your expertise in helping to plan the perfect 
wedding with Rivah Style. Bliss is an annual 

wedding guide for the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula distributed as a supplement to the  
Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel.

Brighten your winter days by 
inviting birds into your land-
scape. Their beauty and motion 
help enliven the garden and 
lighten your spirit. Not only do 
they provide entertainment, but 
also an opportunity for all ages 
to stay involved with nature 
year-round.

Increase the number of visitors 
to your yard by including all the 
essentials these winged visitors 
need: food, shelter and water.

Plants are the easiest way to 
bring birds into your landscape. 
These natural feeders provide 
seasonal food and shelter for 
the birds. Take a walk through 
your yard and look for trees, 
shrubs and perennials that pro-
vide food and evergreens that 
provide year-round shelter. Plan 
on adding a few of their favor-
ites that provide food, shelter 
and seasonal beauty you can 
enjoy.

In the meantime, add a few 
feeders. This is a great way 
to increase the number and 
diversity of birds visiting your 
garden.

Place feeders in a quiet, shel-
tered location where you can 
easily watch these visitors come 
and go. Avoid placing feeders 
too close to plants that provide 
easy places for squirrels to jump 
onto the feeders and cats to hide 
while hunting for a meal.

Select feeders to attract the 
type of birds you want to bring 
into the garden.

Tube feeders with metal ports 
keep the seeds fairly clean and 
dry and are somewhat squir-
rel resistant. Feeders with short 
perches attract small birds like 
chickadees, titmice and finches. 
Those with the perches above 
the feeding port are suitable for 
birds like goldfinches, chicka-
dees and pine siskins that can 
feed upside down.

Thistle feeders and socks have 
extra small openings designed 
to hold the small seeds of this-
tle. You’ll find small songbirds 
like finches feeding at these.

Suet feeders hold blocks 

Because You Are Polite . . .              
                                         . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

I’ve been asked to raise a toast at our 
family’s New Year’s Eve dinner party.  I 
want to be sure I don’t mess it up, so I 
would appreciate any suggestions or 
advice you may have on the subject of 
toasting. Public speaking is not my favor-
ite activity!

Shy One, Kilmarnock

Dear Shy One, I understand 
your hesitancy in making a 
public toast. I, too, find it some-
what daunting to be the center 
of attention, expected to say 
something worthy of taking 
to heart. So let’s begin with a 
pep talk and remind ourselves 
that what is important is that we mean what we 
say and that what we say is not mean. It might 
also be good to realize that often our audience 
has been mellowed by libations and tends to be 
much more accepting than usual.

The toast as we know it, which is defined as 
“a sentiment expressed just before drinking 
to someone”, dates back to the 1700s. There 
was a custom in the Middle Ages, when people 
were more likely than they are today to poison 
each other, that drinkers poured a bit of wine 
into each other’s glasses, in effect “tasting” 
each other’s wine to assure there had been no 
tainting of it. As poisoning gradually lost its 
popularity (to the relief of all), this custom  

evolved into the mere clinking of glasses. 
Toasts, other than one made by the host to 

welcome everyone, are customarily made 
during the dessert course. If your fellow guests 
number less than a dozen, you may remain 
seated to toast, which may increase your com-
fort. In a larger group, it is considerate to 
stand to toast so that all may hear. All others 

in the company should remain 
seated. The exception would 
be if you toast a specific 
person and ask that all “rise 
and drink to…. .” Writing 
your toast on a slip of paper is 
quite acceptable, even advis-
able if you fear the jitters. At 
the end of your toast, take a 

sip of your drink and the others should follow.
As for the content of your toast, do not worry. 

If you can’t come up with something you like, 
just go online. There are many suggestions. I 
hereby offer mine to you and to all my faith-
ful readers. “Come raise your glass with me to 
toast the year that is to come. And bid it bring 
good health, true love and peace to everyone!”

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because 
You Are Polite….LLC. You are invited to e-mail 
your manners questions to her and she will 
respond as time and space allow. You may 
contact her at youarepolite1@verizon.net and 
visit her website at becauseyouarepolite.com. 
RSVP! 

Although New Year’s 
Eve has passed, it’s 
never too late to offer 
a fine toast.

Bring in the birds for winter beauty
by Melinda Myers of high energy food made of 

animal fat filled with seeds and 
berries. They attract woodpeck-
ers, nuthatches, chickadees, tit-
mice, jays and starlings. 

Platform feeders attract the 
greatest variety of birds, but give 
squirrels easy access to the seed.  
Plus, the open environment sub-
jects the seeds to spoilage from 
damp weather and droppings 
from feeding birds. Enclosed 
hopper or house feeders are 
attractive to most birds, but once 
again the seed can be exposed to 
the weather and spoil.

Be sure to thoroughly clean 
the feeders monthly to avoid 
the spread of disease. Cover 
droppings and spoiled seed on 
the ground with a fresh layer of 
mulch.

Add additional feeding sta-
tions by dressing up your ever-
greens with bird-friendly orna-
ments. You can purchase seed 
coated ornaments or make your 
own. Roll an evergreen cone in 
peanut butter or suet and coat 
with birdseed. Coat a stale bagel 
with peanut butter and seed. 
Hang these on the tree with col-
orful yarn. Add a few orange 
slices and strings of cranberries 
for added food and color.

And once the holidays are 
over move a discarded holiday 
tree into your bird feeding sta-
tion. It provides shelter from 
cold winter winds and makes 
another place to hang a few 
edible ornaments.

Keep the birds coming by 
adding a birdbath for a constant 
supply of water for drinking and 
bathing. Shallow birdbaths with 
sloping sides and a maximum 
depth of two inches in the center 
provide easy access for all birds. 
Keep the water flowing despite 
cold temperatures with the help 
of an immersion heater designed 
for birdbaths or purchase a bird-
bath with a built-in thermostati-
cally controlled heater.

And once you create a bird-
friendly environment you’ll 
be enjoying them year-round. 
Listen for their songs, watch 
them raise their young and thank 
them for helping keep garden 
pests under control.

Melinda Myers has more than 
30 years of horticulture experi-
ence and has written over 20 
gardening books. She is a colum-
nist and contributing editor for 
Birds & Blooms magazine. Visit 
her website, www.melindamy-
ers.com. 

January was not always the 
first month of the year. 

Earlier calendars, such as 
the Julian calendar used by the 
Romans, considered March the 
first month of the year. These cal-
endars were based largely around 
weather and harvest schedules, 
and winter was considered to be 
a time without definitive months.

Eventually, the calendar was 
expanded at around 713 B.C. to 
include two additional months so 
it would equal a standard lunar 
year. Romans also were integral 
in giving the months their names, 
and some months got their names 
from Roman mythology and the 
gods of that time, while others 
were named after prominent 
Roman emperors.

January got its name from a 
Roman god named Janus, who 
was considered a god of transi-
tions and beginnings. Janus was 
depicted as a two-faced god, 
which is appropriate in the pres-
ent-day since January represents 
a time of saying goodbye to the 
old year and looking ahead to the 
new year. METRO

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SPECIAL COMMISSIONER’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

LANCASTER COUNTY, VIRGINIA
Pursuant to the terms of those certain Decrees of Sale entered in the Circuit Court of Lancaster County, 
the undersigned Special Commissioner will offer for sale at public auction the following described 
real estate in the Board of Supervisors Meeting Room in the Lancaster County Administration 
Building, located at 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, Virginia 22503, on Friday, January 20, 2017, at 
12:30pm, or as soon thereafter as may be effected. The sale of such property is subject to the terms 
and conditions below and any such terms and conditions which may be announced on the day of the 
auction. Announcements made on the day of the auction take precedence over any prior written or 
verbal terms of sale.

Property Owner Identification Description

1. Cornelious Lewis
McKinney, et al.

Tax Map No. 17-24A
Acct No. 2207
TACS No. 104511

12.00 Acres, more or less; Mantua Magisterial
District; on or near Williams Mill Lane and
Pinckardsville Road; USDA soil survey indicates
Kempsville F/S Loam Soil *

2. Tammy Veney, et al. Tax Map No. 6-34
Acct No. 417
TACS No. 104531

1.09 Acres, more or less; Mantua Magisterial
District; 2057 Morattico Road; County records
indicate an acceptable percolation rate for this parcel

3. Artie Robinson, et al. Tax Map No. 25-216
Acct No. 6606
TACS No. 135201

5.00 Acres, more or less; White Chapel Magisterial
District; on or near Ottoman Ferry Road and Lowery
Creek Road; USDA soil survey indicates Sassafras
F/S Loam and Sloping Sandy Land Soils *

4. Artie Robinson, et al. Tax Map No. 20-179
Acct No. 3009
TACS No. 135201

18.00 Acres, more or less; White Chapel Magisterial
District; on or near Belmont Drive and Lowery Creek
Road; USDA soil survey indicates Kempsville F/S
Loam, Sassafras F/S Loam, Steep Sandy Land and
Sloping Sandy Land Soils *

5. Edna Diggs Waters Estate,
et al.

Tax Map No. 28-15
Acct No. 8253
TACS No. 135221

1.25 Acres, more or less; Christ Church Magisterial
District; 19 Briarwood Lane; USDA soil survey
indicates Caroline Sandy Loam Soil *

6. Jerry Jerome Williams, et
al.

Tax Map No. 17-12A
Acct No. 2185
TACS No. 135186

10.223 Acres, more or less; Mantua Magisterial
District; on or near Pinckardsville Road and
Lankford Place; County records indicate an
acceptable percolation rate for this parcel

7. Lewis Conaway Estate, et
al.

Tax Map No. 8-19
Acct No. 742
TACS No. 135174

7.10 Acres, more or less; Mantua Magisterial
District; on or near Lara Road; USDA soil survey
indicates Kempsville F/S Loam, Sassafras F/S Loam
and Steep Sandy Land Soils *

* No guarantees are made as to percolation rates or suitability of soil for use with septic systems of 
any kind. Estimates of soil characteristics given above are taken from the United States Department 
of Agriculture soil survey records and are for informational purposes only. No guarantee is made for 
the accuracy of soil survey estimates. An independent soil test is suggested in order to determine soil 
type, characteristics, and suitability for use with septic systems.

TERMS OF SALE: All sales are subject to confirmation by the Circuit Court of the County of 
Lancaster. The highest bidder shall deposit twenty-five percent (25%) or One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00), whichever is higher, at the time of the auction. Bids which are less than One Thousand 
Dollars ($1,000.00) shall be paid in full at the time of the auction. Deposits shall not exceed Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00). Such sum shall be held by the Special Commissioner and credited 
towards the purchase price following confirmation of the sale. All deposits must be made in the form 
of personal check, traveler’s check, cashier’s check or money order. No cash will be accepted. The 
balance of the purchase price shall be deposited by the highest bidder with the Special Commissioner 
within fifteen (15) days of confirmation of the sale by the Court. The Special Commissioner of Sale 
has the right to reject any bids determined to be unreasonable in relation to the estimated value of the 
Property. Properties are conveyed by Special Warranty Deed, subject to any easements, covenants, 
agreements, restrictions, reservations, and any and all rights of record which may affect the property. 
There will be a ten percent (10%) buyer’s premium added to the final bid to determine final 
contract price which shall also be due with the deposit on the day of the auction. Recording 
costs for deed recordation will be the responsibility of the successful bidder and will be due with the 
balance of the purchase price within fifteen (15) days of confirmation of sale by the Court. 

Properties are offered for sale as-is, with all faults and without any warranty, either expressed or 
implied. Persons are encouraged to make a visual inspection of the property within the limits of the 
law and to obtain an independent title search prior to bidding on any of the properties. Bidders are 
strongly encouraged to make their own inspection to determine the suitableness of the property and 
it is assumed that all bidders will perform due diligence prior to the day of the auction. Any costs 
incurred by the bidder to inspect the property are at the expense of the bidder and are non-refundable.

Please be advised that in order to qualify as a bidder at this auction, you may not owe delinquent taxes 
to the County of Lancaster and you may not be a Defendant in any pending delinquent tax matter. 
Questions concerning the properties subject to sale or the tax sale process should be directed to TACS 
online at www.taxva.com, by email to taxsales@taxva.com, or by phone to (804) 548-4418.

Jeffrey A. Scharf, Esq.
John A. Rife, Esq.

Andrew M. Neville, Esq.
Special Commissioner

Taxing Authority Consulting Services, PC
P.O. Box 31800

Henrico, VA 23294

RICHMOND—The 2017 
Virginia General Assembly 
will convene at noon Wednes-
day, January 11, at the State 
Capitol.

The legislative session will 
adjourn on February 25 and 
reconvene on April 5 to con-
sider the governor’s recom-
mendations and vetoed legis-
lation.

In addition to the gover-
nor’s proposed biennium 
budget amendments, several 

legislators, including at least 

the Chesapeake Bay, accord-
ing to Virginia’s Legislative 

-
ginia.gov.
Local waters

House Bill 1496, introduced 
by Del. Gordon C. Helsel Jr. 

Poquoson, would change 
notification requirements for 
oyster planting grounds lease 
applications. 

The legislation would 
require the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
(VMRC) to post notice of an 
application to lease oyster 
planting grounds for 30 days 
on its website and to notify 
by mail the county or city in 
which the grounds are located, 
any current holders of adjoin-
ing leases, and riparian owners 
within 200 feet of the selected 
grounds. Current law requires 
posting of notice at the local 
courthouse for 60 days. 

The bill also reduces from 
four weeks to two weeks 
the period during which the 
VMRC is required to publish 
weekly notice of the appli-
cation in a newspaper and 

District 99 Delegate
Margaret B. Ransone

In-session contact:
General Assembly

Building, Room 809
Capitol Square

Richmond, VA 23219
698-1099, DelMRansone@

house.virginia.gov

District 4 Senator
Ryan T. McDougle
In-session contact:
General Assembly

Building, Room 314
Capitol Square

Richmond, VA 23219
698-7504, district04@senate.

virginia.gov

General Assembly to convene Wednesday

requires all forms of notice 
to invite written comments. 
The bill also provides that the 
applicant shall bear the cost of 
notice.

House Bill 1496 has been 
referred to the committee on 
agriculture, Chesapeake and 
natural resources.

Senate Bill 820, introduced 
by Sen. John A. Cosgrove Jr. 
of Chesapeake, would require 
the VMRC to adopt regula-
tions for managing the Com-
monwealth’s menhaden fish-
ery. 

The legislation would 
require VMRC to adopt regu-
lations to implement the Inter-
state Fishery Management 
Plan for Atlantic menhaden 

and authorize the VMRC to 
adopt regulations for man-
aging the Commonwealth’s 
menhaden fishery. The bill 
also requires that any morato-
rium on the fishery be subject 
to legislative review. Several 
existing codified provisions 
relating quotas, allocation of 
allowable landings and admin-
istrative procedures would be 
repealed and then be included 
in a regulatory framework for 
managing the fishery.

Senate Bill 820 has been 
referred to the committee on 
agriculture, conservation and 
natural resources.

Senate Bill 866, introduced 
by Sen. Richard H. Stuart of 
Montross, would require the 

Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) 
to create a database listing 
operators who have completed 
a boating safety course.

The legislation would direct 
DGIF to create a database list-
ing the name and date of birth 
of every person who has at 
any time passed an approved 
boating safety course. The bill 
requires a law-enforcement 
officer to search the database 
for the identity of a motorboat 
operator if the operator states 
that he has complied with 
the requirements for boating 
safety education by passing 
the boating safety course.

Senate Bill 866 has been 
referred to the committee on 

RICHMOND—Attorney 
General Mark R. Herring 
recently joined with 18 other 
state attorneys general in filing 
a federal lawsuit against generic 
drug-makers Heritage Phar-
maceuticals, Inc., Aurobindo 
Pharma USA, Inc., Citron 
Pharma, LLC, Mayne Pharma 
(USA), Inc., Mylan Pharmaceu-
ticals, Inc. and Teva Pharmaceu-
ticals USA, Inc. alleging they 
conspired to artificially inflate 
and manipulate prices and 
reduce competition in the market 
for two drugs in the U.S.: doxy-
cycline hyclate delayed release, 
an antibiotic, and glyburide, an 
oral diabetes medication.

 “Millions of Virginians, 
especially seniors, rely on 
generic medications as a 
more affordable option and 
this investigation points to a 
wide-ranging scheme to artifi-
cially inflate the prices of these 
drugs,” said Attorney General 

Virginia joins antitrust lawsuit
against pharmaceutical companies
allegedly inflating prices of generics

Herring. “Although this inves-
tigation remains ongoing, this 
complaint is a big step in get-
ting to the bottom of this situ-
ation and hopefully bringing 
down the cost of these generics 
for those who rely on them.”

 In 2015, generic drug sales 
in the U.S. were estimated 
at $74.5 billion and approxi-
mately 88% of all prescriptions 
written in the U.S. were for 
generic drugs.

 The lawsuit was filed under 
seal in the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Connecticut. 
Portions of the complaint are 
redacted in order to avoid com-
promising the states’ ongoing 
investigation. Thus far, the 
investigation has uncovered 
evidence of a well-coordinated 
and long-running conspiracy 
to fix prices and allocate mar-
kets for doxycycline hyclate 
delayed release and glyburide. 
The states’ lawsuit alleges that 
the misconduct was conceived 
and carried out by senior drug 
company executives and their 
subordinate marketing and 
sales executives. The inves-
tigation into similar conduct 
involving additional generic 
drugs remains ongoing.

 The complaint further 
alleges that the defendants 
routinely coordinated their 
schemes through direct inter-
action with their competitors at 

industry trade shows, customer 
conferences and other events, 
as well as through direct email, 
phone and text message com-
munications. The anticompeti-
tive conduct - including efforts 
to fix and maintain prices, 
allocate markets and otherwise 
thwart competition - caused 
significant, harmful and con-
tinuing effects in the country’s 
healthcare system, the states 
allege. The suit also alleges 
that the companies and execu-
tives took steps to conceal their 
conduct, especially after learn-
ing of the investigation.

 The states allege that the 
companies’ conduct violated 
the federal Sherman Act and 
are asking the court to bar the 
companies from engaging in 
illegal, anticompetitive behav-
ior and for equitable relief, 
including substantial financial 
relief, to address the violations 
of law and restore competition.

 In addition to Virginia, the 
multistate group of plaintiffs 
includes Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Minnesota, Nevada, New 
York, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Washington.

This matter is being handled 
by the Antitrust Unit of Attor-
ney General Herring’s Con-
sumer Protection Section. 

agriculture, conservation and 
natural resources.

Senate Bill 906, introduced 
by Sen. Scott A. Surovell of 
Mount Vernon, would change 
the Commonwealth’s prohibi-
tion on snakehead fish.

The legislation would pro-
hibit the introduction of snake-
head fish from any location 
into state waters. Current law 
only prohibits the introduction 
of snakehead fish from outside 
the Commonwealth.

Senate Bill 906 has been 
referred to the committee on 
agriculture, conservation and 
natural resources.

Senate Bill 909, introduced 
by Sen. Stuart, would increase 
the total allowable menhaden 

landings.
As introduced, the legisla-

tion would raise the annual 
total of allowable landings for 
menhaden from 158,700.12 
metric tons to 168,937.75 
metric tons. 

Senate Bill 909 has been 
referred to the committee on 
agriculture, conservation and 
natural resources.
Budget bills

House Bill 1500, intro-
duced by Del. S. Chris Jones 
of Suffolk, and Sen. Bill 900, 
introduced by Sen. Thomas K. 
Norment of Williamsburg and 
Sen. Emmett W. Hanger Jr. of 
Mount Solon, represent Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe’s proposed 
budget amendments. Del. 
Jones chairs the House com-
mittee on appropriations; Sen. 
Norment and Sen. Hanger co-
chair the Senate committee on 
finance.

The legislation would 
amend the 2016-18 biennium 
budget. Proposed changes 
for fiscal year 2017 would 
increase the operating expen-
ditures from $51.8 billion to 
$52.1 billion and capital proj-
ect expenditures from $506 
million to $536 million. Pro-
posed changes for fiscal year 
2018 would increase operat-
ing expenditures from $51.7 
billion to $51.8 billion and 
capital project expenditures 
from $151 million to $551 
million.

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

AUTO, HOME, FLOOD, BOAT, BONDS, 
COMMERCIAL, LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE

ESTABLISHED IN 1959
435-1677 KILMARNOCK

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. Thursday, January 12, in 
the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. 

Supervisors will conduct 
a public hearing at 7 p.m. on 
a Community Development 
Block Grant application for the 
Callao revitalization project. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

■ Windows 10 classes
Lancaster Community 

Library, 16 Town Centre Drive, 
Kilmarnock will offer instruc-
tor lead, self-paced courses on 
Windows 10. Classes will be 
offered from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m on most Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 

Familiarity with basic com-
puter skills such as using a 
mouse and keyboard are rec-
ommended. The library will 
provide all materials, including 
the computer and headphones 
for the class. To register, call 
435-1729, or visit lancasterli-
brary.org. 

AREA 
EVENT


