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MERRY POINT—Katherine Laws, 
98, of Merry Point on September 26 
completed and mailed her absentee 
ballot for the November 8 general 
election.

Laws has voted in every presiden-
tial election since she graduated in 
1937 from A.T. Wright High School 
in White Stone, reported Lancaster 
County NAACP president Lloyd Hill. 
Laws urges everyone to do their civic 
duty and vote.

“I am homebound, so if I can do it, 
so can you,” said Laws.
Absentee voting

The last day to request an absentee 
ballot by mail is November 1. Appli-
cations must be received in the voter 
registration and elections office by 
4:30 p.m. 

All absentee ballots must be 
returned to the voter registration 
office by 7 p.m. on November 8 to be 
counted.

In Lancaster, in person absentee 
voting may be conducted from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays through November 4, as well 
as Saturdays, October 29 and Novem-
ber 5, at Lancaster County Voter 
Registration Office, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster. 

In Northumberland, in person 
absentee voting may be conducted 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays through November 4, 
as well as Saturdays, October 29 and 
November 5, at the Northumberland 
County Voter Registration Office, 72 
Monument Place, Heathsville.
Register to vote

The last day to register to vote in 
the upcoming election is October 17. 
Mailed voter registration applications 
must be postmarked on, or before, the 
deadline date.

For voting and election information 
in Lancaster, contact registrar Susan 
P. Jett, P.O. Box 159, Lancaster VA 
22503; 462-5277; or sjett@lancova.
com.

In Northumberland, contact regis-
trar Katherine Davenport, P.O. Box 
84, Heathsville, VA 22473; 580-4655; 
or kdavenport@co.northumberland.
va.us.
On the ballot

On Election Day, November 8, polls 
will be open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Ballots nationwide will include the 
presidential elections. In Virginia, the 
choices for president and vice presi-
dent are Democrats, Hillary Clinton 
and Tim Kaine; Republicans, Donald 
Trump and Mike Pence; Libertarians, 
Gary Johnson and Bill Weld; Green 
Party candidates, Jill Stein and Ajamu 
Baraka; and independents Evan 
McMullin and Nathan Johnson.

Also in Virginia, the ballot will 
include two proposed constitutional 
amendment questions. The first will 
ask “Should Article I of the Con-
stitution of Virginia be amended to 
prohibit any agreement or combina-
tion between an employer and a labor 
union or labor organization whereby 

IRVINGTON—“We’ve got to open 
up all of our communities to make sure 
we have broadband,” Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe announced Monday in his address 
at the governor’s annual Summit on 
Rural Prosperity at the Tides Inn.

While Gov. McAuliffe focused on 
the challenges and solutions for grow-
ing rural Virginia’s economy, central to 
his message is the need for broadband, 
which he said is key to making sure 
21,500 jobs created in Virginia in the 
past two months reach rural areas.

“You cannot bring businesses to a 
community that doesn’t have access 
to the worldwide web,” he said. “We 
require our children to go online to do 
their homework, yet they can’t access 
it.”

It was a message local officials have 
been sending to state government 
for years, and an issue that regularly 
comes up at the annual summit. Last 
year, the General Assembly provided 
annual contributions of $1.25 million 
to address the gap in high speed con-
nections.

According to William Shelton, state 
director of the Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development, the 
fundamental challenge is to subsidize 
private sector providers and new tech-
nologies. He stressed the importance 
of helping communities that develop 
great strategies for partnering with the 
private sector. “We’ll be the gap filler 
to supplement and enable that private 
sector partner…with new approaches,” 
said Shelton.

As part of state efforts, Gov. McAu-
liffe took the opportunity to award 
$196,000 from his Building Collabora-
tive Communities (BCC) program, to 
promote collaboration in economically-
distressed areas to stimulate job cre-
ation.  

The amount included one local 
investment of $78,000 to the Middle 
Peninsula Planning District for eco-
nomic development. The other two 

Gov. McAuliffe notes broadband 
would stimulate economic 
development for rural localities

Gov. Terry McAuliffe (right) touches down at the Tides Inn Monday to address business leaders, delegates and 
state officials at the annual Governor’s Summit on Rural Prosperity. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

recipients are $48,000 to Accomack-
Northampton Planning District and 
$70,000 to Advancement Foundation 
in Botetourt and Roanoke counties, for 
job development.

Gov. McAuliffe spoke of 37,000 
available tech jobs in the state, includ-
ing 17,000 in cyber security, many not 
requiring a four-year college degree 

and with starting salaries of $88,000 a 
year. He said he is working with com-
munity colleges around the state and in 
rural areas to establish programs to train 
workers for those jobs.

“Either we fill (those jobs) or they’re 
going to go to another state,” said Gov. 
McAuliffe. “All you’ve got to do is have 
access to the web and you can become 

a new cyber warrior for us. We’re open, 
willing and able to do business with 
anyone who wants to do business in 
Virginia.”

Virginia Secretary of Commerce 
and Trade Todd Haymore noted that 
while there may be challenges in rural 
Virginia, there are “a lot of solutions 
out there. The General Assembly has 
appropriated new monies,” he said. “We 
are going to be flattening out some of 
those challenges and taking advantage 
of the opportunities…to try and make 
a difference.”

Katherine Laws

Voting begins

On October 11, Anne Paparella 
of Kilmarnock will hike nearly 

25 miles across the Grand Canyon to 
promote awareness and research for 
brain cancer.

“In just two weeks I will join 18 
others in probably the most athletic 
event of my life” said Paparella. 
“Hiking across the Grand Canyon is 
not really on my bucket list, visiting 
the Grand Canyon—maybe.” 

In one day, the group will venture 
from the North Rim to the South 
Rim of the Grand Canyon. The hike 
will take about twelve hours and will 
cover nearly 10,000 feet of altitude 
changes.

“My sister Maria Parker presented 
the idea to me last spring as part of 
her charity to raise money and aware-
ness for brain cancer research,” said 
Paparella. 

Their sister, Jenny, died from glio-
blastoma multiforma, an aggressive 
brain tumor, in June 2014. She was 
52 years old. 

Parker, frustrated by the lack of 
funding for research, founded the 
charity 3000 Miles to a Cure. The 
charity’s first event was the Race 

Paparella joins effort to raise funds for brain cancer research

From left, Anne Paparella and her sister Maria Parker will cross the Grand 
Canyon to raise money for brain cancer research.

Across America (RAM) bike race. 
It recently added the Crossing the 
Canyon event.

“After agreeing to take part in this 
challenge I kept hearing how difficult 
this would be, I even heard that it 

was not only difficult, but could be 
impossible to do in one day,” said 
Paparella. “But I am pretty stubborn 
and I have to say I love a challenge. 

I am slightly nervous about all the 
climbing,” she added. “There are not 

many hills in the Northern Neck to 
train on. The Northern Neck YMCA, 
the high school bleachers, and long 
hikes are what’s hopefully preparing 
me for this challenge.”

Although, Paparella is making the 
climb in honor and memory of her 
sister, she plans to write names on 
her shirt of all the people she knows 
who have been affected by brain 
cancer. 

Unfortunately, she said, “the list 
has gotten quite long.”

Brain tumor research is severely 
underfunded, said Paparella. 

The hike across the canyon is a 
powerful metaphor for the race to end 
brain cancer. The canyon represents 
the “valley of death of underfunded 
research,” said Paparella. 

“We know that funding brain 
tumor research will change the future 
for those diagnosed with brain cancer 
and that if money is the problem, it’s 
a problem that can be solved.”

To donate or sponsor Papa-
rella on the hike, go to 
www.3000milestoacure.com/
event/2016-ctc-anne-paparella/ 

One hundred percent of the 
money raised will fund brain cancer 
research. 

“You cannot bring businesses to a community that 
doesn’t have access to the worldwide web.” 

—Gov. Terry McAuliffe

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

VOTING, continued on page A2
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nonmembers of the union or 
organization are denied the 
right to work for the employer, 
membership to the union or 
organization is made a condi-
tion of employment or continu-
ation of employment by such 
employer, or the union or orga-
nization acquires an employ-
ment monopoly in any such 
enterprise?”

The second will ask “Shall 
the Constitution of Virginia be 
amended to allow the General 
Assembly to provide an option 
to the localities to exempt 
from taxation the real prop-
erty of the surviving spouse of 

any law-enforcement officer, 
firefighter, search and rescue 
personnel, or emergency med-
ical services personnel who 
was killed in the line of duty, 
where the surviving spouse 
occupies the real property as 
his or her principal place of 
residence and has not remar-
ried?”

Throughout the First Dis-
trict, voters also will elect a 
member to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Candidates 
include independent Glenda 
Gail Parker, Democrat M.D. 
“Matt” Rowe and Republican 
Robert J. Wittman.

Festival brings seasonal fun
The Wormleys were all aboard for the hayride at the Fairfields Fall Festival last Saturday at 
Fairfields UMC in Burgess. From left are Alexis, Chyna, London, Whitney and Trayven Wormley. 
The event was filled with face painting, games, arts, crafts and entertainment for the whole 
family. 

A few clowns showed up to celebrate the seasonal event. From left are Lisa “Dizzy Daisy” 
Wissig, Casey “Hokie” Rusnak and Alex “Pokey” Rusnak. Photos by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors 
will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, September 29, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Agenda items will include adoption of resolutions rec-
ognizing the 2016 Lancaster High School Track and Field 
Teams and retired sheriff ’s department captain Marty 
Shirilla.

Supervisors will consider authorizing fiscal year 2017 
school budget appropriations for pass-through grants, car-
ryover of fiscal year 2016 funds from the Kids First Founda-
tion and the textbook fund, and corrected fiscal year 2017 
cafeteria sales.

Public hearings will address a request from Clyde A. 
Stewart Jr. to operate a stump/brush/scrap wood burning and 
chipping facility on 50 acres off Courthouse Road adjacent 
to the Lively Hunt Club, and an amendment to a previously 
approved special exception for the Beach Cove Villas Unit 
Owners Association at Windmill Point Marina. The proposed 
amendment would eliminate a 30-day residency restriction 
and replace the term “motel-suite” with “condominium.”

KILMARNOCK—A groundbreaking ceremony will be 
conducted at 5 p.m. Wednesday, October 5, for Town Centre Park 
at 150 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

The effort to develop the new park began two years ago, when 
town council asked a group of community leaders to determine 
what to do with the nine-acre tract.

Key features will include an amphitheater, a multi-purpose 
colonnade structure, a children’s play area, a central plaza area 
and a dog park. The children’s play area will include a traditional 
playground location and a splash pad.

HEATHSVILLE —The 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court convened Septem-
ber 13 with Judge R. Michael 
McKenney presiding. 
Trials 

The case of Andrew M. 
Cockrell of Heathsville, 
charged with a misdemeanor 
offense of failure to mark a 
aquaculture structure, was con-
tinued to October 13. 

The case of Babetta J. Nor-
wood of Hague, charged with 
a felony offense of buying or 
giving a gun to an ineligible 
person, was set for review Sep-
tember 12, 2017. 

The case of Fred Richards of 
Welcome, Md., charged with a 
misdemeanor offense of hunt-
ing/trapping/fishing without a 
license, was dismissed. 

The case of Charles Taylor 
of Hague, charged with a 
felony probation violation, was 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Voting begins
continued from page A1

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Madison White Franks continued to October 25. 

Arraignments 
Milford S. Diggs of Bur-

gess was arraigned on a felony 
offense probation violation. 
Trial was set for October 25. 

Brian D. Geronimo of Callao 
was arraigned on three felony 
offenses of a probation viola-
tion. Trial was set for Novem-
ber 15. 

Damien D. Towles of Farn-
ham was arraigned on a felony 
offense of a probation viola-

tion. Bond was granted Sep-
tember 20 and trial was set for 
October 25. 
Other cases

The case of Jason M. Ped-
dicord of Heathsville, charged 
with a class 5 felony offense 
of possession of a controlled 
substance, was continued to 
October 25. 

The case of Virginia N. Jett 
of Burgess, charged with a 
felony offense of a pre-trial 
service violation, was set for 

WHITE STONE—The annual inspection of the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge will begin October 3 and continue 
through October 28.

Motorists will be restricted to one lane on the bridge from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Mondays through Fridays, reported the Virginia 
Department of Transportation. A pilot car will lead traffic across 
the bridge one lane at a time. Traffic will be stopped at the bridge 
approach until the pilot car returns. 

Motorists should expect significant delays at the bridge. To 
ensure optimum visibility of critical areas on the structure and to 
enhance the safety of the bridge inspectors, this work is limited 
to daylight hours.  

Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge 
inspections slated 
throughout October

trial on September 29. 
In the case of Devon T. Veney 

of Farnham, charged with two 
felony offenses of manufac-
turing a controlled substance, 
bond was denied. Trial was set 
for November 9. 

On September 20, Judge 
McKenney ruled Travis D. 
Wiggins would not be pros-
ecuted at this time on three 
felony offenses of mali-
cious wounding, three felony 
offenses of use of a firearm in 
a felony and a felony offense 
of violent felon possessing a 
weapon.
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Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 
five individuals.

Felonies
Jerquis M. Kelly, 25, of Thrasher Court, was 

charged September 19 with felony strangulation 
with bodily injury and aggravated malicious 
wounding.

Richard Walters, 46, of Buzzard Neck Road, 
was charged September 21 with felony driving 
under the influence (third offense), refusal to 
submit to a breath or blood test and driving after 
license was forfeited.

James K. Schindler, 67, of Iberis Road, was 
arrested for felony stalking, violation of a pro-
tective order, felony eluding the police, two 
counts of misdemeanor stalking, violation of a 
protective order, brandishing a firearm, being in 
possession of a firearm when subject to a pro-
tective order and reckless driving. 

Misdemeanors
A Meadowview Lane woman, 23, was charged 

September 20 with destruction of property.
A Christ Church Road man, 42, was charged 

September 25 with unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle and driving while license is suspended 
or revoked.

Activity report
September 19:  Staff investigated a theft 

in the 8900 block of River Road; and responded 
to the 6700 block of Mary Ball Road for a tree 
blocking the highway, and to Black Stump Road 
for a suspicious person.

September 20: Staff responded to the 
1100 block of Carlsons Road for an abandoned 
vehicle; and to a walk-in complaint of failure to 
pay wages (warrant was obtained).

September 21: Staff responded to Merry 
Point Post Office for gunshots, to Mary Ball and 
Goodluck roads for a two-vehicle traffic crash, 
and to Whites Lane and Mary Ball Road for a 
single-vehicle traffic crash.

September 22: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Havenwood Lane for violation of a pro-
tective order and brandishing a firearm, to the 
6700 block of Mary Ball Road for a tree block-
ing the highway, to the 8800 of Mary Ball Road 
for a missing juvenile (juvenile was located by 
deputies), and to Pinkardsville and Mary Ball 
roads for a  reckless driver.

September 23: Staff responded to Mary 
Ball Road and Shady Lane for a verbal dis-
agreement about a fuel purchase, to Mary Ball 
and Chases roads to assist Virginia State Police 
with a traffic stop, to the 4900 block of Mary 
Ball Road for a domestic disturbance, to the 200 
block of North Main Street to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department with a suspicious person 
who seemed to be under the influence of drugs.

September 24: Staff investigated aember 
possible burglary in the 500 block of Cow Shed 
Road, and responded to Quarters Cove Road 
for excessive noise from a radio, to Mary Ball 
and Devils Bottom roads for a traffic accident 
involving a domestic animal, Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway for the unauthorized use 
of a motor vehicle, to Mary Ball and Goodluck 
roads for a fight in progress involving three 
males, to Nugent Lane for a tree in the highway, 
to Avis Trail for trespasser, to the 500 block of 
Lancaster Creek Drive for a prowler (suspect 
was later located and served with a no tres-
pass notice), to the 100 block of Griffins Land-
ing Road for a burglary, to School Street and 
Irvington Road for auto theft (warrants were 
obtained for the suspect), and to the 200 block 
of Reynolds Farm Road for a domestic distur-
bance involving alcohol.

September 25: A Christ Church Road 
man, 42, was charged September 25 with unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle and driving 
while license is suspended or revoked. Staff 
responded to the 700 block of Bogey Neck Road 
to assist NCSO for the report of a large crowd 
involved in a fight in progress.

Staff also conducted 32 traffic stops, issued 
16 summonses, assisted five motorists, recorded 
a deer strike accident, handled two calls for traf-
fic control, investigated seven building alarms, 
logged four inmate transports, received 17 E911 
hang-up calls and fielded three calls for animal 
control service.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 

responded to a gas smell and a traffic crash at 
Goodluck and Mary Ball roads, and assisted 
Lancaster County Emergency Services on 
Waverly Avenue.

Kilmarnock and White Stone VFDs responded 
to a vehicle fire on Taylors Creek Road. White 
Stone VFD also assisted Lancaster County 
Emergency Services on Watercress Lane.

Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a tree 
on a power line on Corrotoman Drive, a traf-
fic crash at Whites Lane and Mary Ball Road, 
a traffic crash and Mary Ball and Pierces roads 
and a fire/smoke alarm on White Chapel Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff James 
R. “Doc” Lyons this week reported charges 
against nine individuals.

Felonies
Laura Michelle Heywood, 32, of Callao was 

charged September 22 with three felony counts 
of child abuse/neglect, one felony count of pos-
session of a firearm after being a convicted felon 
and one misdemeanor count of possession/dis-
tribution of marijuana. These were Northumber-
land County warrants served by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Archie Aaron Jones, 23, of Callao was 
charged September 22 with three felony counts 
of child abuse/neglect and one misdemeanor 
charge of possession/sell marijuana. These were 
Northumberland County warrants served by the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

Sherrie Lachell Reed, 33, of Lancaster was 
charged September 23 with a felony count of 
child abuse/neglect.

Jonathan Middlebrook, 20, of Doswell was 
charged September 24 with one felony count of 
possession of child pornography and one felony 
count of producing/making child pornography. 
These were Northumberland County warrants 
served by the Caroline County Sheriff’s Office.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 60, was charged Septem-

ber 23 with a capias/attachment of the body 
from the Northumberland County General 
District Court for violating a pre-trial service 
after testing positive for cocaine. This was a 
Northumberland County warrant, served by the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

A Callao man, 25, was charged September 24 
with criminal trespassing.

A Callao man, 30, was charged September 25 
with driving a motor vehicle on a revoked/sus-
pended license and displaying a fictitious regis-
tration card.

A Farnham man, 25, was charged Septem-
ber 25 on a misdemeanor warrant for driving a 
motor vehicle on a revoked/suspended driver’s 
license.

A Heathsville man, 33, was charged Septem-
ber 25 with damaging property, brandishing a 
firearm and reckless handling of a firearm.

IRVINGTON—Dr. Charles 
Neimeyer, director and chief 
of the Marine Corps historical 
program at the Marine Corps 
University, Quantico, on Sep-
tember 19 spoke to the Rich-
ard Henry Lee Chapter of the 
Virginia Society of the Sons 
of the American Revolution 
at Rappahannock Westminster 
Canterbury.

Dr. Neimeyer provided 
a thumbnail sketch of the 
actions of the Continental 
Marines in the Revolutionary 
War, reported president Don 
Smith. 

 In 1775, the Continental 
Congress authorized the man-
ning of two Marine Corps bri-
gades, he said. Marines world-
wide celebrate November 10 as 
their birthday.

For a lot of reasons, not 
the least of which was Gen. 
Washington’s reluctance to 
share the available Continental 
manpower with the Marines, 
the brigades were never fully 
manned. The Marines who 
were recruited were primarily 
used aboard the ships of the 
Continental Navy to supply a 
force to defend the ships, and 
make amphibious landings and 
raids during the War.

Among the Marines’ first 

actions in the war, under the 
command of Capt. Samuel 
Nicholas, they sailed aboard 
Continental Navy ships under 
the command of Commodore 
Esek Hopkins and partici-
pated in raids in the Bahamas 
seeking supplies for the Con-
tinental Army. No desperately 
needed gunpowder was recov-

ered but they were able to seize 
naval stores of shot, shells, and 
cannon.

Marines continued to man 
Continental Navy ships. A 
compliment aboard the ships 
would, typically, be one officer 
and 40 men. But when John 
Paul Jones became captain of 
the USS Bon Homme Rich-

ard, he recognized the value 
of having a larger Marine 
compliment on his ship. On 
his ship he had 120 Marines. 
This decision proved decisive 
in his famous battle with the 
HMS Serapis on September 
23, 1779. In the battle which 
raged several hours, Jones was 
finally able to lash his ship, that 
was outgunned and lacked his 
opponents maneuverability, to 
the Serapis. Once connected, 
Marine rifle men firing down 
from top masts helped Jones to 
carry the day.

Also at the meeting, two 
bronze oak leaf clusters for the 
Liberty Medal were presented 
to John “Woody” Wood-
ard. He received the Liberty 
Medal in 2014 for recruiting 
10 new members, said Smith. 
The medal is awarded by the 
National Society for the Sons 
of the American and for each 
10 new members recruited 
by a Liberty Medal recipient 
a bronze oak leaf cluster is 
awarded. 

Since assuming his job as 
chapter registrar in 2013, he 
has recruited at least 50 new 
members.

To join the chapter, con-
tact Woodard at 438-4838, or 
sloopy336@gmail.com. Jim’s

CABINET CREATIONS

STARTING PRICE $48.00 SQ. FT.
FREE SINK WITH TOPS 35 SQ. FT. min.

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

Wide Variety of  Color Options 
Now Available

ALSO AVAILABLE CORIAN AND QUARTZ PRODUCTS

White Stone
jimscabinets@kaballero.com

Call 804.435.2061

SALE
CJC

Richard Henry Lee SAR members
hear about the Continental Marines

From left are Dr. Charles Neimeyer and Don Smith.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

■ Highway marker
“69 Slaves Escape to Free-

dom,” a highway marker issued 
by the Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources will be ded-
icated at 10:15 a.m. October 1 
along Mary Ball Road near the 
White Stone end of the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge.

The marker commemorates 
the War of 1812 slave flight 
from Corotoman plantation. 
The ceremony is open to the 
public. Speakers will include 
sponsor Lois Williams, three 
historians and representa-
tives of state and local history 
groups.

NEWS 
BREAKS

■ Political action
Former Del. Albert C. Pol-

lard of Irvington recently orga-
nized a political action com-
mittee to campaign against 
Joseph D. Morrissey, a candi-
date for mayor in Richmond. 

Pollard organized A Stronger 
Richmond Community because 
he’s concerned about what 
would happen to Richmond if 
Morrissey is elected mayor. The 
two served in the House of Del-
egates at the same time.

■ Theater raffle
Lancaster County Virginia 

Education Foundation is raf-
fling tickets to “Broadway 
in Richmond” plays, “Elf, 
The Musical,” Rodgers & 
Hammerstein’s “Cinderella,” 
“Beautiful—The Carole King 
Musical” and “Kinky Boots.” 
The winner of each raffle will 
receive four orchestra seats, 
matinee performance, plus 
$100 in cash.

Tickets are $10 each, three 
for $20, or 15 for $100. The 
tickets are available from sev-
eral area businesses, board 
member and Margaret Socey, 
at 438-6604.

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701

RRecord.com
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Oyster &

at Historic Rice’s Hotel /

Located just off Route 360 in Heathsville behind the

Hughlett’s Tavern

Art Fest

Harvest 
  Festival

A “life-sized” sculpture of Roald Dahl’s Big Friendly Giant 
built by the Scripture family in February 2015 will greet 

patrons at the Northumberland Public Library. 
The BFG was a family project in response to Northumber-

land Elementary School’s “One School One Book Program,” a 
campaign urging the entire school to read The BFG.

“Their dad wanted to build it life-sized (16 feet high), but I 
said it wouldn’t fit inside the house during the February snow-
storms” said Deborah Scripture. “It got more and more elabo-
rate with each snow day.”

“We are so happy the BFG has found a new home here at the 
library,” said children’s program coordinator Jan Bates. “We 
look forward to kids visiting him often and checking out the 
DVD when it is released in December.”  

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
revolving door of the criminal 
court’s probation violators was 
shut down last week and vio-
lators were put on notice that 
they will be going to jail to 
serve their full term.

“I want this to be clear,” 
Lancaster County Circuit 
Court Judge R. Michael McK-
enney announced to lawyers 
and their clients. “Next time 
you come in here not cooper-
ating with supervised proba-
tion, the court will give you 
the full sentence.”

Just three months into his 
term on the Circuit Court 
bench, Judge McKenney said 
he would no longer tolerate 
offenders who continue to vio-
late the obligations involved in 
receiving a reduced sentence. 
Previously, the judge had put 
lawyers on notice that cases 
must be handled in a timely 
manner and continuances 
would not be granted except in 
extreme circumstances. 

His most recent order was 
a warning to offenders. “They 
are on their own to follow the 
rules; they are adults and will 
be treated as adults,” he said 
to defense attorney Elizabeth 
Hurd in her representation of 
Linwood Maurice Neal Jr. of 
Highland Springs.

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jan Smith had notified 
the court that Neal failed to 
keep any of his appointments 
with his probation officer. He 
recommended three months 
incarceration.

“What is the benefit of 
supervised probation?” the 
judge asked. “He’s done noth-
ing to participate in it. He was 
given probation. He promptly 
ignored probation. Adults are 
responsible for their actions. 
You do what you are required 
to do or you will go to jail. Do 
you understand?” he asked 
Neal.

After Neal indicated he did, 
Judge McKenney said this was 
his last chance and accepted 
Smith’s recommendation.
Other cases

In other cases before the 
court on September 23:

Gregory McEachern II of 
Charlottesville was given 
an active sentence of two 
months on probation viola-
tions of three felony convic-
tions. Judge McKenney also 
put him on two years super-
vised probation. “If you vio-

late probation again, it is the 
court’s intention to impose the 
entire sentence,” said Judge 
McKinney, “of the eight years 
suspended on one felony and 
12 months each on two other 
felonies. Your responsibility to 
your job and family is…to stay 
out of trouble,” he added.

Montae Javon Smith of Lan-
caster was given one year, six 
months active sentence for 
leaving the state and not keep-
ing appointments with his pro-
bation officer in violation of 
his probation on one felony 
conviction and three misde-
meanor convictions. “Proba-
tion is what you are commit-
ted to,” said Judge McKen-
ney. He granted work release 
for Smith under terms of the 
prison where he will be incar-
cerated.

Shaken Donta Walker of 
Weems was charged with pro-
bation violation on a felony 
conviction. The case was con-
tinued to November 18 on a 
motion by defense.

Michelle Laird Moses of 
Lancaster, whose conviction 
for felony grand larceny has 
been under advisement for 
16 months, was contained to 
November 28 on a motion by 
defense.

The trial of Jerel Lamar 
Newton of White Stone was 
continued to November 28 at 
1 p.m. Newton is facing four 
felony charges of distribution 
of a controlled substance and 
one felony child abuse.

Robert J. Redmond was in 
court for a change of attor-
ney on a felony drug charge. 
The judge said one attorney 
must file a motion to withdraw 
before another can be listed as 
Redmond’s attorney. Trial was 
set for October 14.

A felony distribution charge 
against Paul Avery Cockrell of 
Kilmarnock was nolle prossed 
by the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney.

The case of Troy Donovan 
Bullock of Irvington, charged 
with three felonies of distri-
bution, was continued on a 
motion by defense. Trial is set 
for November 28. 

The case of Clinton Robert 
Chewning of Weems, charged 
with felony distribution, was 
set for trial for November 18.

Dwayne Dante Noel of 
Newport News was granted a 
continuance to October 14 in 
order to make arrangements 
for a change of attorney.

Russell L. Dodson of Lan-

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson caster took an Alford Plea 

of “no contest” for reduced 
charges of felony aggravated 
sexual assault. He was pre-
viously charged with eight 
counts of rape, sodomy and 
abduction. Sentencing will 
take place after a pre-sentence 
report is submitted to the 
judge on January 6, 2017.

Lauren Ashley Marshaal, 
facing seven charges of forg-
ery and grand larceny, pled 
guilty to two felonies of forg-
ery and uttering. Five charges 
were nolle prossed. In the 
plea deal, Marshaal received 
an active sentence of eight 
months, was ordered to pay 
restitution of $680.40 and 
given two years supervised 
probation.

Rashawn Smith of Lan-
caster, pled guilty to a reduced 
sentence of misdemeanor 
embezzlement. He received an 
active sentence of one month, 
two years unsupervised proba-
tion and was ordered to pay 
$521 in restitution.

Curt Dowdy of Farnham, 
pled “no contest” to felony 
distribution. Sentencing was 
set for January 6.

In the case of Steve Lee 
Waller Jr. of Kilmarnock, 
charged with three felonies 

of indecent liberties with a 
minor, all charges were nolle 
prossed.

The case of Given Dino Rice 
of Heathsville was scheduled 
for trial on four felonies and 
four misdemeanors of larceny, 
abduction, assault and battery 
and eluding police. The cases 
were consolidated from two 
attorneys to one. Trial was set 
for November 18. 

Maria F. Thompson’s coun-
sel withdrew from her case. 
She is charged with eight 
felonies of forgery and four 
misdemeanors of obtaining 
money under false pretenses. 
Trial was set for November 4.

Kiri Astor Page of Tappah-
annock pled guilty to a reduced 
charge of misdemeanor petit 
larceny. His active sentence 
was for time served and he 
was barred from the Family 
Dollar store in Kilmarnock.

Steve Lee Waller Jr. had 
three felony charges of inde-
cent liberties with a minor, 
abduction and object penetra-
tion nolle prossed.

The case of Henry Respess 
Hall of Topping, charged with 
the 1988 rape and murder of a 
Lancaster woman, was set for 
jury trial on November 29 and 
30.From left are Deborah Scripture, James Scripture, 6, Stephen 

Scripture, Big Friendly Giant and Joseph Scripture, 10. 

Big Friendly Giant
to greet NPL visitors

BLACKSBURG—Virginia 
Cooperative Extension (VCE) 
is building a more resilient 
response to disaster around 
the Commonwealth by taking 
part in National Preparedness 
Month, and challenging fami-
lies to develop disaster plans 
on September 30, during Pre-
pareAthon Day.

 The goals of both the initia-
tives are to increase the number 
of individuals who understand 
which disasters could happen 
in their community, know what 
to do to be safe and mitigate 
damage, take action to increase 
their preparedness and partici-
pate in community resilience 
planning. 

 The theme for 2016 is “Don’t 
Wait. Communicate. Make Your 
Emergency Plan Today.”

 “Disasters can strike anyone, 
anywhere, and sometimes with-
out notice. Regardless of the 
type of disaster, it is wise for 
you and your family to be pre-
pared,” said Michael Martin, 
VCE emergency response and 
preparedness coordinator. 

 Families can prepare for 
natural disasters, such as torna-
does, hurricanes and weather-
related power outages by assem-
bling an emergency kit to keep 
in their home, car, and on their 
person; developing a communi-
cation plan and paying attention 
to local weather conditions and 
emergency alerts.

 One of the first things to 
do is assemble several emer-
gency kits: one for the home, 
one to leave in a primary 
mode of transportation, and 
one that is portable in case it 
is necessary to abandon home 
quickly. 

An emergency kit should 
contain enough items to supply 
food and water for the family 
for at least three days. Exam-
ples of items to include are:

per day for at least three days.

least three days.

weather radio with extra batter-
ies.

-
teries.

In addition to an emergency 
kit, Martin urges every family 
to have a communication plan 
with phone numbers of individ-
uals to contact in case of emer-
gencies. 

“Since it is possible that 
family members may get sepa-
rated during a disaster and may 
not be able to get in touch with 
each other, you should identify 
a person in another locality 
or even in another state whom 
each person would contact,” 
said Martin. 

“You can also identify a 
common meeting place in your 
community should you not be 
able to access your home,” he 
said. “A written plan should be 
given to each family member to 
keep with them at all times.”

If evacuation is necessary, 
listen to the radio for more 
information and follow the 
guidance of emergency person-
nel. Also, make sure that all 
family members are familiar 
with:

home.

place.

-
gency kit.

livestock.

family members with special 
needs, such as the elderly or 
disabled.

Martin also suggests that 
families keep cars at least half-
full of fuel because in an emer-
gency fuel may not be available.

For more information on 
making plans for disaster pre-
paredness, visit the Virginia 
Department of Emergency 
Management’s Ready Virginia 
website, of VCE’s storm and 
emergency preparedness web-
site.

■ River clean up
The Northern Neck Soil & 

Water Conservation District 
(NNSWCD), in partnership 
with Friends of the Rappah-
annock (FOR) will hold a fall 
river clean up from 2 to 4 p.m. 
October 23. The clean up will 
be held at Jones Creek Public 
Landing on the Rappahannock 
River at the end of Jones Creek 
Road in Newland. 

Drinks and snacks, sun-
screen, and gloves will be pro-
vided. Bring protective hats 
and wear shoes that can get 
wet. Registration is required, 
contact Kathy Clarke at kathy.
clarke@nnswcd.org, or 313-
9102, x 101, by October 21.

■ Park master plan
A public meeting to discuss 

the long-range plan for Belle 
Isle State Park will be held at 
6 p.m. Thursday, September 
29, at the Visitor Center, Belle 
State Park, 1632 Belle Isle 
Road, Lancaster. 

Staff with the Virginia 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation will provide an 
overview of proposed updates 
to the park’s master plan, a 
guide for future development. 

Comments about the master 
plan update will be accepted 
through October 29. Written 
comments should be submitted 
to bill.conkle@dcr.virginia.
gov. To view the current master 
plan, visit dcr.virginia.gov/
recreational_planning/master-
plans.shtml.

NEWS 
BREAKS

Virginia Cooperative 
Extension urges residents
to prepare for emergencies

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon
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LOTTSBURG—Author John 
Frye recently addressed the 
Woman’s Club of Northumber-
land County.

Frye is a former judge for the 
NRC and OSHA turned author. 
An enthusiastic writer since high 
school, it was not until his six-
ties that he pursued his love of of 
writing, reported publicity chair-
man Elaine Griger.

The Civil War is the theme 
of his three published novels. 
Frye presented a synopsis of his 
three fictional novels: With God 
on Their Side, The Scoundrel 
and the Spy, and The Secession-
ist. He’s currently working on a 
sequel to The Scoundrel and the 
Spy. Frye and his wife, Ethel, live 
in Reedville.

Members enjoyed purchasing 
signed copies of his books, said 
Griger. 

Scholarships, endowments and 
increasing charitable donations 
were the emphasis of the business 
meeting. Also discussed was the 
busy fall schedule.  

Members will sponsor a bingo 
game at 11:30 a.m., October 27, 
at the WCNC Clubhouse, 2928 
Northumberland Highway, Lotts-
burg. Reservations are required: 
Vicki at 580-5735, or president 
Barbara Kennedy at 580-6052.

Co-chairman Vicki Eggers 
urged members to invite neighbor-
hood friends, Red Hat groups, and 
any individual, group or organiza-
tion interested in a day of fun.  

Janet Johnson informed mem-

bers that tickets for the 81st 
anniversary luncheon are avail-
able. The luncheon will be held 
November 8 at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club. The 
guest speaker will be Ida Hall, a 
Northern Neck waterman. Tick-
ets are $25.

Kennedy also reminded mem-
bers of on-going club activities. 
Book club meetings and discus-
sion occur on the third Tuesdays; 
Bridge and Mahjong luncheons 
on last Mondays of each month.

She urged members and the 
community to attend any or all 
activities, and to join the club for 
a friendly and informative meet-
ing. Meetings are held at 12:30 
p.m. on the second Tuesdays at 
the clubhouse. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Garden Club in 
September began celebrating the 
start of its 50th year early with the 
installation of officers for 2017. 
September is the club’s anniver-
sary month and 2017 is its 50th 
year.  

The installing officer for this 
special 50th event was Kathryn 
Gray, reported publicity chair-
man Genny Chase. Mrs. Gray 
is an arts ambassador with the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 
in Richmond where her husband, 
Alex Nyerges, is the chief execu-
tive officer. 

Over the past 10 years in Rich-
mond, Gray has served on vari-
ous arts-related boards including 
the Visual Arts Center of Rich-
mond, the Council of the Vir-
ginia Museum of Fine Arts and 
the Rose Foundation’s ChinaF-
est. She is a member of Ikebana 
of Richmond, Council of Historic 
Richmond and the Women’s Club 
of Richmond. 

Before coming to Richmond, 
Gray served as an arts admin-
istrator, holding executive-level 
positions in North Carolina 
with the Greensboro Symphony 

Orchestra and the Historic Caro-
lina Theater. In subsequent years, 
while residing in Dayton, Ohio, 
she worked with the Dayton 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Dayton 
Contemporary Dance Company 
and the Dayton Ballet as well as 
having her own business special-
izing in Chinese antique furnish-
ings for American homes.

Prior to the installation cer-
emony, members enjoyed a pot 
luck lunch and a brief talk by 
Gray on the Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts’ upcoming events, from 
the new galleries that have been 
remodeled for the Faberge exhibit 
to the upcoming Fine Arts and 
Flowers, as well as the ongoing 
activities that combine music and 
art, said Chase.

 Co-vice president, Page Carl-
son, followed with a presentation 
to outgoing president Nell Broth-
ers.  Page began with a poem, 
“The Garden in our Hearts,” and 
followed with a detailed account 
of accomplishments during 
Brothers’ presidency. She pre-
sented Brothers with a past presi-
dent’s pin.  

Gray selected “The Golden 
Rule” as the theme for the installa-

tion ceremony, “so in everything, 
do to others what you would have 
them do to you,” adding this club 
has been fortunate in the quality 
of its past leaders who have given 
so richly of their inspiration and 
guidance to build the strong foun-
dation for future growth.

Beginning with the outgoing 
president, Brothers, who is the 
incoming parliamentarian and 
continuing with treasurer Olga 
Speck, corresponding secre-
tary Evelyn Runyon, recording 
secretary Priscilla Fink, second 
vice president Anita Hart, first 
vice president Jane Denton and 
president Grace Ann Miller, 
Gray presented each officer 
with a “golden ruler.” Priscilla 
Fink will serve as recording 
secretary.

The ruler is used as a symbol 
to measure faith and peace, the 
color is significant not only for 
its great value, but because it is 
the color of the sun and the color 
of the “golden rule,” said Chase. 
Gray ended the ceremony by 
asking all members to stand and 
acknowledge the officers as lead-
ers for the coming year and to 
pledge support.   

From left are Ethel and John Frye, Brenda Dodson and Barbara Kennedy.

Author John Frye entertains
Northumberland Woman’s Club

From left are Grace Ann Miller, Jane Denton, Anita Hart, Kathryn Gray, Evelyn Runyon, Olga 
Speck and Nell Brothers.

Kilmarnock Garden Club installs officers

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.
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Drawings throughout the day for 100 weeks of  

mail delivery or the e-Edition FREE!

■ Children First
The Middle Peninsula North-

ern Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services 
Division offers Children First, 
a 4-hour co-parenting edu-
cation program designed to 
promote positive and healthy 
communication for families 
experiencing the challenges of 
transition through separation 
and/or divorce. 

This program is offered from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on first 
Thursdays at the Prevention 
Services Division Office, 3786 
George Washington Memorial 
Highway, Hayes. The fee is 
$50 per person. Payment must 
be received seven days prior 
the schedule class. To register, 
call 642-5402. 

■ Prevent suicide
Walk for a New Day will 

be held from 10 a.m. to noon 
November 12 at Main Street 
Center in Gloucester. A $5 
donation per person will ben-
efit area suicide prevention 
awareness initiatives. Register 
at rvuc.com, or 642-5402.

Donations will be accepted 
at the event, sponsored by the 
Middle Peninsula Northern 
Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services 
Division in partnership with 
the Coalition for Healthy Vir-
ginia Communities’ Regional 
Suicide Prevention Task Force.

KILMARNOCK—To com-
memorate the September 17, 
1787, signing of the Constitu-
tion of the United States, Con-
gress designated September 17 
of each year Constitution Day 
and set September 17 through 
23 of each year as Constitution 
Week. 

Cobbs Hall Chapter, 
National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution, 
spread the word about the 
229th anniversary last week.  
According to the chapter’s U. 
S. Constitution Week commit-
tee chairman Dotti Vallone, the 
chapter does a variety of things 
to get the word out to everyone 
in the community.  

Regent Dr. Cheryl Brown 
Davis contacted almost 80 
churches in the area to ask 
them to participate in the 
“Bells Across All America” 
event. The goal was to have 
churches across the U.S. ring 
their bells at exactly 4 p.m. on 

Dotti Valone discusses the U.S. Constitution with high 
school students.

Cobbs Hall Chapter, 
NSDAR, celebrates U.S.
Constitution Week 
with several activities

NEWS 
BREAKS

September 17 in commemora-
tion of the signing of the Con-
stitution. 

In addition to ‘hearing’ 
the church bells on Saturday, 
during the week plenty of 
information was made avail-
able as committee members 
set up information displays in 
Lancaster and Northumberland 
libraries. In addition to copies 
of the U.S. Constitution, other 
information was placed with 
these displays to include the 
rights found in the amend-
ments and the 28 principles of 
liberty.  

On Tuesday, Vallone was 
at Lancaster High School to 
teach two classes on the Decla-
ration of Independence and the 
Constitution. Each class ended 
with ten students volunteering 
to wear tee shirts numbered 
on the front, one through ten.  
Each student read the corre-
sponding Bill of Right Amend-
ment before turning around for 
the class to see the brief expla-
nation of what that amendment 
means.  Multiple handouts 
were provided to each student 
to reference throughout the 
year, said Vallone. 

Maryland Golden Aster
Maryland golden-aster 

(Chrysopsis mariana) is a 
common perennial wildflower 
found in the dry, poor soil of 
roadsides and fields of the 
Northern Neck. In late summer 
and fall, attractive clusters of 
one inch, golden-yellow, aster-
like flowers appear on 12- to 
16-inch-long stems that arise 
from a rosette of leaves.  

Despite its common name, 
Maryland golden-aster is not 
related to asters. It prefers to 
grow in full sun but will toler-
ate partial shade. Although 
the plants are not long-lived, 
they will re-seed.

If you have a dry, sunny 
area in your home garden or 
in a wildflower meadow, it’s 
a worthy, low maintenance 
plant which provides some bril-
liant color when many other 
flowers have finished for the 
season. Maryland golden-aster 
has the added bonus of attract-
ing butterflies.

To learn more about grow-
ing plants that are native to 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula, see “Go Native—
Grow Native” at nnnps.org.  

Go Native–
Grow Native

Submitted by Virginia 
Native Plant Society, 

Northern Neck Chapter

Maryland golden-aster in 
flower in Northumberland 
County in September 2016. 
Photo by Judy Lang

Newspapers Bring Learning to Life

■ State Fair
The State Fair of Virginia con-

tinues through Sunday, October 
2, at The Meadow Event Park in 
Caroline County. For ticket infor-
mation, schedules and directions 
visit StateFairVa.org. 

The fair will open at 10 a.m. 
each morning and the Midway 
by Virginia Lottery and Kidway 
by Virginia College Savings Plan 
will open at 11 a.m. At 5 p.m. 
Friday, September 30, Kilmar-
nock residents Lindsy Gardner 
and Brandon Frazier will com-
pete in the State Fair of Virginia 
Bacon Eating Contest sponsored 
by Smithfield Foods.


