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KILMARNOCK—A ceremonial groundbreak-
ing is scheduled at 5 p.m. Wednesday, October 5, 
for Kilmarnock’s Town Centre Park, 150 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

“This park is what the community has asked for 
and we will soon be under way,” said mayor Mae 
Umphlett.

“The entire community of Lancaster, Northum-
berland and Middlesex counties is invited,” said 
Umphlett. “This is a park for not only the residents 
and visitors to Kilmarnock, but something we hope 
the entire region will take pride in, use and enjoy.” 

The Kilmarnock Town Centre Park plan began 
two years ago, when council asked a group of 
community leaders to determine what to do 
with the nine acres fronting North Main Street 
and Town Centre Drive. Key features include an 
amphitheater, a multi-purpose colonnade struc-
ture, a children’s play area, a central plaza area and 
a dog park.

The children’s play area includes a traditional 
playground and “splash pad.” The splash pad is a 
water feature for play much like a fountain and will 

be a unique aspect of the park. The pad is a paved 
area with water jets in the surface. The water is on 
a timer and activated by a push button. Once turned 
on, the jets create arcing water that children can 
play in during warmer months.

The picnic area can also be used as a small wed-
ding area. The colonnade is an open-sided structure 
that leads the way into the park. It also can be used 
for multiple purposes, including farmers’ markets, 
vendors, central check-in for events, or an alternate 
music venue.

The central plaza is the entrance focal point over-
looking the amphitheater and will serve as a loca-
tion for vendors, or an additional music location 
during an event.

Federal, state and local dignitaries will be invited 
to participate as the first shovels of dirt are turned, 
said Umplett. There will be opportunities for chil-
dren to help with the earth moving as well. Park-
ing will be on site and refreshments will follow the 
ceremonies. 

“We invite everyone to join us on October 5,” 
said Umphlett.

The Rappahannock Record is pre-
paring to print a 100th Anniver-

sary special section in October and 
welcomes comments from longtime 
readers and others associated with the 
paper over the years.

How has the Record affected your 
life or that of an organization with 
which you are associated? Do you 
remember the time when the paper 
operated its own press and lots of 
related equipment, or do you remem-
ber some of the people who produced 
the paper and the atmosphere around 
the office in days gone by? 

We would love to have your recol-
lections in 200 words or less to be 
included in the October 6 anniver-
sary section. The deadline has been 
extended to September 21. Items may 
be mailed to Rappahannock Record, 
P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482; 
brought to the office at 27 North Main 
Street; or emailed to fred@Rappre-
cord.com.
Founders’ photos sought

This week we also are seeking help 
in locating photos of the Record’s 
founders. We have recently discovered 
information on the initial investors 
when the paper was established. Some 
names are familiar and some are not, 
but we would love to have photos of 
them all to include in the anniversary 
section. See the list on page A2 or in 
the “Record of the Past” column on 
page A7.

Commemorating
manumission

A crowd of about 35 gathered in Heathsville last 
Saturday for the unveiling of a Virginia Department 
of Historic Resources historical marker honoring 
Robert Carter III, who on September 5, 1791, filed 
a deed of manumission in the Northumberland 
County Courthouse, freeing more than 500 slaves. 
Above right, Steve Walker of the Northern Neck 
of Virginia Historical Society addressed visitors 
prior to the unveiling. 

From left, Steve Walker of the Northern Neck of 
Virginia Historical Society and the Hon. W. Tayloe 
Murphy Jr. unveiled the historical marker on the Old 
Courthouse Lawn. Walker began the procedure to 
have the marker placed in the county seat in April. 

CLARAVILLE—Petitioners who 
lost their battle in Northumberland 
County Circuit Court to remove District 
1 school board member Dana O’Bier 
due to insufficient evidence of wrong-
doing got a lesson in choosing their 
battles carefully.

Monday night, the school board 
approved paying O’Bier’s legal defense 
fees of $4,844.50.

District 4 member Betty Christopher 
made the motion to pay O’Bier’s legal 
fees in total, because “…she was acting 
as an agent of the board.”

District 5 member Gayle Sterrett sec-
onded the motion. Joined by O’Bier, 
the motion passed on a 3-2 vote. Board 
chairman Dean Sumner (District 2) 
and Gerald Howard (District 3) voted 
against.

“She was acting outside of being a 
board member,” Howard argued. “The 
law states we could pay if the case was 
dismissed, but the case wasn’t dis-
missed. This board plays fast and lose 

with county money. It’s been estab-
lished that she couldn’t give that infor-
mation to the resource officer.”

According to O’Bier, the school 
resource officer was authorized to 
access the same discipline report she 
shared, but had not done so prior to 
her contacting him. O’Bier has always 
denied Howard’s accusation that she 
illegally demanded the report from 
middle school employees, saying it was 
given to her unsolicited by a concerned 
individual. Based on the resource 
officer having no knowledge of sev-
eral physical incidents, as required by 
law, she included superintendent Dr. 
Rebecca Gates and the middle school 
principal in the meeting. 

Howard has repeatedly accused 
O’Bier of breaking the law by obtaining 
the report outside a closed session of 
the entire board. He was joined by Dis-
trict 3 supervisor Jim Long, local Dem-
ocratic party leaders and several black 
church leaders who called for O’Bier’s 
resignation. However, during the course 
of the controversy, it was discovered 

that the district was itself guilty of vio-
lating federal privacy laws by routinely 
circulating the same monthly discipline 
reports electronically to teachers and 
other employees, and including people 
who were no longer employed by the 
schools. 

As a result, board attorney Brad King 
recommended the board and Gates take 
steps to educate employees on handling 
student records and that the administra-
tion tighten up overall security of stu-
dent and personnel records.

During Monday night’s discussion, 
Sterrett objected to Howard’s claim that 
the case was not dismissed. “The case 
was non-suited,” she said. 

Special prosecutor Fredericksburg 
Commonwealth’s Attorney La Bravio J. 
Jenkins chose to non-suit because she 
stated there was no evidence to make a 
legal case. However, unlike a dismissal, 
if there is new evidence, she could 
choose to move the case forward.

In her summary of facts, Jenkins 
wrote “…the Commonwealth cannot 
assert that the current evidence demon-

strates that O’Bier misused her office 
as a member of the school board by 
clear and convincing evidence,” and 
“…actions of O’Bier had a material 
adverse effect upon the conduct of the 
office have not yet been met.”

Sumner argued that the fees were 
incurred prior to the petition being filed. 
“Why would you get a lawyer before 
there was a case?” he asked. “You had 
$4,500 in bills before the petition was 
filed.”

As justification, Sterrett read from 
the Code of Virginia, which laid out the 
rights of members to be reimbursed for 
attorney fees in legal action while pur-
suing their duties. Sterrett stated that 
during public comment sections over 
the months, there were “…many, many 
errors said.”

After the vote, O’Bier said, “None of 
my actions in this situation were illegal. 
And, although many feel my actions 
were wrong, I did what I thought was 
best in the situation presented to me. 
My actions were not stimulated by a 
personal agenda, nor did they violate 

the privacy laws that protect our chil-
dren.

“Your concerns do matter and they 
are not taken lightly. I know what it’s 
like to be on the other side and things 
are not always as they appear. I will 
continue to do what is best for the edu-
cational environment for all of our chil-
dren while in this position,” she added.

After the meeting Sumner said the 
board attorney had advised them that 
members could vote to reimburse 
O’Bier for her legal fees and that O’Bier 
could vote on the motion. The attorney 
cited a Virginia attorney general ruling 
in a previous case where four supervi-
sors voted to pay their legal defense fees 
out of county funds after petitioners 
tried to remove them from office. 

Special prosector Jenkins noted the 
petitioners, led by supervisor Long 
and Frank Kober, president of the local 
chapter of the Democratic Party, also 
are pursuing other avenues of action 
with the NAACP, Attorney General 
Mark Herring and the U.S. Department 
of Education. 

Share your
Record
memories

School board votes to pay Dana O’Bier’s legal expenses
by Audrey Thomasson

Groundbreaking slated October 5 for Kilmarnock Town Centre Park

This rendering shows a bird’s eye view of the proposed park.

Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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September 13 - October 8
Reception October 7, 5 -7pm

IRVINGTON—With the turnover of a new town council last 
week, council members were appointed to new committee posts.

Serving on the budget and finance committee are Fran West-
brook, Jerry Latell and Mike Bombay with staff support from 
town clerk Mandy West and zoning administrator Bob Hardesty.

The building and town property committee is made up of 
Wayne Nunnally, Mike Merrill, Kathleen Pollard and Hardesty.

The zoning ordinance committee consists of Merrill, Nunnally 
and Hardesty. Mayor Rannie Ransone, Latell and Hardesty are 
on the public safety committee.

Mayor Ransone and Hardesty will make up the flags and lights 
committee.

Commons community development committee members are 
Westbrook, Pollard and Nunnally. 

Technical support committee members are Bombay, Pollard 
and Latell.

In other business, council reported the town received 235 
responses to a survey mailed three weeks ago to town residents 
by the planning commission regarding what citizens envision for 
the town’s future. 

The planning commission will hold a public meeting at 7 p.m. 
tonight, September 15, at Irvington Baptist Church, 53 King 
Carter Drive, to continue the dialogue as part of a comprehen-
sive plan review.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock planning commis-
sion on Monday decided to offi-
cially add breweries and solar 
energy systems to the town’s 
zoning ordinances, pending 
council’s approval.  

“We made our ordinances 
consistent with the way things 
are going on here today in 
town,” said planning and zoning 
director Marshall Sebra.

Breweries/distilleries
As defined in the proposed 

ordinances, a brewery, micro-
brewery, distillery, or micro-
distillery is a facility for the 
production and packaging of 
alcoholic or non-alcoholic bev-
erages for distribution, retail or 
wholesale on- or off-premises, 
with a production capacity of 
more than 10,000 barrels per 
year for breweries or 5,000 gal-
lons per year for distilleries.

Micro-breweries and distill-
eries are classified the same, 
but with a production capacity 
of not more than 10,000 barrels 
per year for micro-breweries 
or 5,000 gallons per year for 
micro-distilleries.

If town council approves the 
ordinances:

district (C-l) would allow a 
brewery and distillery with a 
retail or restaurant component 
attached with a conditional use 
permit.

-
trict (C-2) would allow a micro-
brewery and micro-distillery 
with a retail or restaurant com-
ponent with a conditional use 
permit.

-
trict would allow a micro-brew-
ery and a micro-distillery with a 
retail or restaurant component.

would allow a brewery and dis-
tillery.

(A-l) would allow a farm brew-
ery as defined by limited brew-
ery in the code of Virginia, 
which states: Limited brewery 
licenses, to breweries that man-
ufacture no more than 15,000 
barrels of beer per calendar 
year, provided that the brewery 
is on a farm in the Common-
wealth on land zoned agricul-
tural and owned or leased by 
such brewery or its owner and 

WANTED
Photographs of these 

original owners of the 

Rappahannock Record:

-

     Needed for the Re-
cord’s 100th Anniver-
sary issue on October 
6. Please call 435-1701, 
email fred@rapprecord.
com or bring them to 
the Record office at 27 
N. Main Street this week.

THANK YOU!

A visit to Flight 93 National Memorial
Margie Redlin of White Stone on September 11 visited the National Park Service 
Flight 93 National Memorial (above) near her hometown of Johnstown, Pa. It was her 
first visit to the site. Crowds were very large and had to park in fields and be bused to 
the site. “It was a very moving experience and I was very pleased to see the number 
of people visiting the memorial,” said Redlin. It was a definite tribute to the people 
who lost their lives protecting lives of others. The angles of the wall were built in the 
direction that the flight took.  A boulder in the field marks the spot of the plane’s 
nose and final resting place. Photo by Margie Redlin

Measures to bring 
Kilmarnock zoning 
up to date on newer 
uses gain momentum

by Madison White Franks

Irvington council makes
committee assignments

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—A public 
meeting to discuss the long-
range plan for Belle Isle State 
Park will be held at 6 p.m. Sep-
tember 29 at the Visitor Center, 
1632 Belle Isle Road, Lancaster. 

agricultural produce, including 
barley, other grains, hops, or 
fruit, used by such brewery in 
the manufacture of its beer are 
grown on the farm.

Breweries and distilleries 
would not be allowed in residen-
tial districts or in the planned 
unit development district.

Solar panels
Solar energy systems can 

come in three different forms, 
small, large and utility. Small is 
defined as a private solar energy 
conversion system consisting of 
panels, support structures, and 
associated control or conver-
sion electronics that has a maxi-
mum power of no more than 15 
kilowatts.

Large solar energy systems 
can have a maximum power of 
no more than 999 kilowatts and 
are primarily used for commer-
cial and industrial sites.

Utility scale solar energy sys-
tems have a rated capacity of 
more than one megawatt and 
would provide electricity to a 
local utility provider.

As proposed:

solar panel system.

solar panel system.
-

trict would allow a small solar 
panel system.

large or utility scale solar panel 
systems.

large or utility scale solar panel 
systems with a conditional use 
permit.

All residential districts, and 
the planned unit development 
district, would allow small solar 
panel systems.

Commission member Les 
Spivey introduced a motion 
to recommend the ordinance 
amendments to town coun-
cil for adoption. The motion 
passed, 7-0.

Belle Isle State Park master plan 
discussion slated September 29

plan update will be accepted 
through October 29. Written 
comments should be submitted 
to bill.conkle@dcr.virginia.gov. 
To view the current master plan, 
visit dcr.virginia.gov/recre-
ational_planning/masterplans.
shtml.

Staff with the Virginia 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation will pro-
vide an overview of proposed 
updates to the park’s master 
plan, reported DCR park plan-
ner Bill Conkle. Each state 
park has a master plan that 
guides development. Plans are 
updated every 10 years.

“Master plans outline the 
desired future condition for 
a park when it is fully devel-
oped,” said Conkle. “We wel-
come public input in the plan-
ning process.”  

The draft master plan for 
Belle Isle State Park proposes 
renovation of the buildings and 
historic landscape of the Belle 
Isle Plantation House, con-
struction of a fishing pier in the 
day-use area, extensive shore-
line stabilization and the addi-
tion of a 30-site campground.

The 890-acre park is on the 
Rappahannock River and Deep 
and Mulberry creeks in Lan-
caster County.

Comments about the master 



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A3

We plan your Cruise,

you have the fun!

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

Why not have a professional Travel Agent  
handle the planning of that long awaited cruise?!

NO SERVICE COST FOR CRUISE PLANS
We are your travel professionals – let us make
YOUR CRUISE DREAMS COME TRUE!

Mon. - Fri., 10-5
Sat. 10-4; Sun. 12-4

Voted Best Gift Shop in the  
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Fall Open House
Friday, Sept. 16 - Sunday, Sept. 18

10% Off Storewide
Refreshments Served

Athena Vineyards 
& Winery

Jacque’s Sparkling Wine 

Tasting Room
3138 Jessie duPont Memorial Highway

Heathsville

All Wines and Gifts 
25% OFF

Friday thru Sunday 12-6
804-580-4944

www.athenavineyards.com

Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
charges against  five individu-
als.

Felonies
Shakeen D. Walker, 21, of 

Gaskins Road was charged Sep-
tember 6 with felony revocation 
of a suspended sentence and 
probation.

Misdemeanors
A Hampton man, 33, was 

charged September 7 with driv-
ing on suspended or revoked 
license.

A River Road man, 62, was 
charged September 8 with using 
profane or threatening language 
over the public airway and bran-
dishing a firearm.

A Griffins Landing Road 
woman, 54, was charged Sep-
tember 8 with destruction of 
property and using profane or 
threatening language over the 
public airway. 

A Western Branch Road man, 
27, was charged September 9 
with driving on a suspended or 
revoked license and carrying a 
concealed weapon. 

Activity report
Sept. 5: Staff responded to 

the 1700 block of Fleets Bay 
Road for the report of a reck-
less driver, to the 100 block 
of Naumann Lane for a suspi-
cious person, to Bewdley and 
River roads for about 20 motor-
cycles racing and traveling at 
high speeds, to the 2400 block 
of Lara Road to investigate 
damage to the back door of a 
residence, to the 100 block of 
Dilvers Road to assist Kilmar-
nock Police Department ( KPD) 
with the theft of furniture, 
with KPD to the 100 block of 
Second Avenue for a domes-
tic disturbance, and to the 200 
block of Taylors Creek Road for 
a prowler.

Sept. 6: Staff responded 
to River Road to investigate 
an abandoned vehicle that 
had been vandalized, to the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge for a male subject who 
appeared to be getting ready to 
jump off (subject was located 
and escorted off the bridge after 
it was found that he was taking 
photographs), to the 2700 block 
of Merry Point Road for juve-
niles driving recklessly, to the 
500 block of White Chapel 
Road for a single-vehicle traffic 
crash, to the 300 block of James 
B. Jones Memorial Highway for 
a domestic disturbance.

Sept. 7: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of High Bank 
Road for a suspicious vehicle 
parked in a private driveway, to 
the 200 block of Reynolds Farm 
Road for  a possible domestic 
disturbance, to Black Stump 
Road and James B. Jones 

Memorial Highway for a sin-
gle-vehicle traffic crash, to the 
900 block of Griffins Landing 
Road to investigate the shoot-
ing of a weapon at a residence, 
which resulted in the arrest of 
the suspect, to the 100 block of 
Williams Mill Lane to investi-
gate the theft of medications, to 
the 400 block of Buzzards Neck 
Road to investigate the theft of 
a safe containing cash and jew-
elry, and to Rappahannock and 
Chesapeake drives for a dump 
truck driving recklessly.

Sept. 8: Staff received two 
separate reports of an attempted 
fraud (IRS scam), a complaint 
from the 100 block of Mars 
Hills Road for an assault that 
occurred during football prac-
tice; responded to the 2900 
block of Regina Road to assist 
an elderly subject with demen-
tia, to the 1200 block of Weems 
Road for a possible suicidal 
subject, and to the Chinns Mill 
area of Mary Ball Road for the 
report of vehicles blocking the 
highway.

Sept. 9: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Clark Point 
Drive for a suspicious person, 
to the 8800 block of Mary Ball 
Road for several juveniles fight-
ing, to Lancaster for a vehicle 
chasing another and a domestic 
disturbance, to the 400 block of 
Greentown Road for an assault 
with injury, to the 8800 block of 
Mary Ball Road for an assault 
by another student, to the 700 
block of Newtown Road for 
gunshots in the area (found that 
subjects were target shooting), 
and to the 300 block of North 
Main Street to assist KPD with 
a reported fight in progress in 
the parking lot.

Sept. 10: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Turner Lane 
for a man with a gun (shoot-
ing had been heard earlier), to 
the 200 block of Mary Ball for 
a stalking by social media (pro-
tective order was obtained), to 
the 500 block of Shore Drive 
to investigate the theft of a 
2002 Toyota Camry, to the 900 
block of Christ Church Road 
for a domestic disturbance and 
the destruction of property, to 
the 100 block of Wilson Lane 
for a verbal disagreement, to 
the 700 block of Christ Church 
Road to investigate the theft 
of an antique vehicle license 
plate, to the 300 block of Steam 
Boat Road for the report of a 
two-vehicle traffic crash, to the 
200 block of Buzzards Neck 
Road for loud music coming 
from vehicles on the highway, 
to Mary Ball Road and Clover 
Lane for loud music by juve-
niles.

Sept. 11: Staff responded to 
the 800 block of Weems Road 
for a fight in progress among 
siblings, to the 300 block of 
Flowering Field for a trespasser, 

to the 8400 block of Courthouse 
Road to investigate the theft of 
.22 caliber handgun, to Lively 
for the theft of cash, to the 
100 block of Sandlin Drive to 
investigate the theft of a vehicle 
license plate, to the 4200 block 
of Lara Road to investigate the 
theft of a firearm (item was later 
located by the victim), and to a 
walk-in complaint of domes-
tic violence (suspect was later 
arrested and served with a pro-
tective order).

Staff also conducted 28 traf-
fic stops, issued 12 summonses, 
assisted three motorists, 
recorded a deer strike accident, 
handled five calls for traffic 
control, investigated 10 build-
ing alarms, processed a mental 
health order, received 10 E911 
hang-up calls and fielded two 
calls for animal control service.

Fire calls
The White Stone Volunteer 

Fire Department responded to 
a hazardous material spill on 
Gordon Drive and a fire/smoke 
alarm on Windmill Point Road.

The Kilmarnock VFD 
responded to traffic crashes at 
Black Stump Road and James 
Jones Memorial Highway and 
on Town Centre Drive, to fire/
smoke alarms on Irvington 
Road and Harris Road, and to 
an electrical fire on Mary Ball 
Road.

White Stone and Kilmarnock 
VFDs also responded to a struc-
ture fire on Ring Farm Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a brush fire on 
Morattico Road and a traffic 
crash on Lancaster Creek Drive.

Northumberland Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 
against 15 individuals.

Felonies
Leslie Kathleen Crockett, 34, 

of  Burgess was charged August 
29 with possession of a Sched-
ule I or II drug and possession 
of marijuana, first offense.

Jevon Antell Rich, 34, of 
Heathsville was charged August 
29 with felony robbery, con-
spiracy to robbery, felony grand 
larceny, conspiracy to grand 
larceny, malicious wounding 
and conspiracy to malicious 
wounding.

Brittani Kylene Keeve, 24, of 
Reedville was charged August 

LANCASTER—The Lancaster County Circuit Court con-
vened September 9 with the Hon. R. Michael McKenney presid-
ing.

Linwood Maurice Neal Jr. of Highland Springs, charged with 
a probation violation of two felony convictions, did not appear in 
court. The case was continued to October 28.

Tyrell Maurice Crockett of Weems was in court on a post trial 
motion by the defense attorney. The motion was withdrawn.

Demisha S. Sutton of Kilmarnock was in court for probation 
violation on a felony conviction. The case was continued on a 
motion by defense.

Robert J. Redmond was arraigned on felony manufacture of a 
controlled substance. Trial will be set on September 23.

A sweet gesture of thanks
Members of VFW Auxiliary Post 7167 in Warsaw recently 
distributed bags of cookies to area sheriff ’s offices, rescue 
squads and fire departments in remembrance of 9-11 and to 
thank them for all they do for their communities. From left 
above are Deputy Mark Bruce and Sgt. Jeffrey Haywood of the 
Lancaster County Sheriff ’s Office. 

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland County’s Department of 
Emergency Services will begin 
medical billing for ambulance 
service on October 1.

County officials on Monday, 
September 19, will conduct a 
final information session at the 
Northumberland County Com-
munity Center Organization 
Building, 679 Browns Store 
Road, Wicomico Church. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.

Northumberland will imple-
ment ambulance billing for the 
first time, said Chief of Emer-
gency Services for Northumber-
land County Rick McClure. 

29 with felony robbery, con-
spiracy to robbery, felony grand 
larceny, conspiracy to grand lar-
ceny, felony malicious wound-
ing and conspiracy to malicious 
wounding.

Dashurn Antell Craigway, 
38, of Heathsville was charged 
August 30 with felony rob-
bery, conspiracy to robbery, 
grand larceny and conspiracy to 
grand larceny, felony malicious 
wounding and conspiracy to 
malicious wounding.

Terry Keith Self Jr., 31, of 
Farnham was charged Septem-
ber 5 with abduction, assault 
and battery and violation of a 
protective order. These were 
Northumberland County war-
rants, served by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Misdemeanors
A Lottsburg man, 51, was 

charged August 27 with damag-
ing property.

A Callao man, 45, was 
charged August 29 with a capias/
attachment of the body for fail-
ing to obey a court order.

A Heathsville man, 61, was 
charged August 31 with reckless 
driving and aggressive driving.

A Farnham woman, 39, was 
charged August 31 with assault 
and battery.

A Reedville man, 40, was 
charged September 2 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
from the Northumberland 
County Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court for violation of 
a pre-trial violation.

A Burgess woman, 37, was 
charged September 5 with 
assault and battery.

A Heathsville man, 44, was 
charged September 10 with driv-
ing under the Influence of alco-
hol, driving suspended and fail-
ing to stop at a stop sign.

A Reedville man, 52, was 
charged September 10 with driv-
ing while intoxicated, carrying 
a concealed weapon, open con-
tainer and failing to obey a traf-
fic sign.

A Haynesville man, 20, was 
charged September 11 with 
assault and battery and bran-
dishing a firearm. These were 
Northumberland County war-
rants served by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

A Reedville man, 27, was 
charged September 11 with 
drunk in public and disorderly 
conduct.

Northumberland County to begin billing 
for emergency medical services October 1

by Madison White Franks “The billing process will be 
handled by the Northern Neck 
Planning District Commission 
(NNPDC) where they will pro-
vide the equipment and software 
to effectively implement the bill-
ing system. This group also han-
dles billing for Westmoreland, 
Richmond County, Lancaster, 
Essex, King and Queen and 
others. They will access reports 
for the calls we have answered 
and generate bills as appropriate,” 
said McClure. 

A person will be billed based 
on rates established by the board 
of supervisors. 

Current rates are $450 for a 
basic life support call, $550 for a 
lower level advance life support 

call, and $650 for a higher level 
advanced life support call. In 
addition to the amount per call, a 
mileage fee is charged at $13 per 
mile traveling with a patient.

“The entire process tends to 
be complicated and varies some-
what from person to person and 
company to company,” said 
McClure. 

Bills for ambulance service 
will be submitted to the person’s 
insurance company, whether that 
be Medicare, Medicaid, Anthem, 
other private insurance, or work-
er’s compensation. Those without 
health insurance will be billed 
directly, said McClure. Persons 
using an ambulance service could 
see bills for co-pays required by 

their insurance company. 
“The county has adopted a 

scale for lower income persons 
that could reduce the bill by a 
percentage based on income,” 
said McClure. 

He indicated the board of 
supervisors has adopted “soft 
billing” which means that ambu-
lance bills will not be added to 
taxes due and also will not be 
reported to credit rating agencies.

“One thing that we really want 
to make clear to our citizens is 
that they should in no way hesi-
tate to call 9-1-1 when they have 
an emergency. No one will ever 
be refused care or transportation 
based on their ability to pay,” said 
McClure. 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

Jo Jo’s Place

We will be closing on Saturday, September 17th  
as we prepare for our  

GRAND OPENING at our new location,  
232 N Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

Our world famous chicken salad and  
potato salad is available for purchase  
at the Tri-Star Deli in Kilmarnock.

We appreciate your loyalty over the years,  
and look forward to welcoming  

and serving you at our new location!

435-6745
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Smith Point Sea Rescue 
vice president Jim Bul-
lard reported crews recently 
responded to the following calls 
for assistance:

August 3: At 1:20 p.m., the 
Northumberland sheriff’s office 
received a call from the operator 
of a jet ski who was broken down 
and adrift in the Potomac River 
off Northumberland Plantation. 
Rescue III was dispatched from 
Olverson’s Marina and found the 
craft about a mile offshore with 
two aboard. The crew towed the 
craft to a boat ramp on Flag Pond. 
Time on call, 3 hours.

August 4: At 1 p.m., the cap-
tain of a Bayliner called 911 to 
report that his engine had failed 
near Windmill Point. Rescue I 
departed Reedville, but before 
they reached the vessel, the cap-
tain called back to report he had 
been able to restart his engine 
and was underway. Time on call, 
1 hour.

August 5: At 1:45 p.m., the 
sheriff received a call from a 
boater with engine failure in 
the Potomac River between the 
mouth of the Yeocomico River 
and Coles Point. Rescue III found 
the craft adrift about a mile off 
Bonum Creek and towed it into 
Coles Point Marina. Time on call, 
3 hours.

At 4:20 p.m., the captain of a 
47-foot cruiser called to report 
he had engine failure in Indian 
Creek. Rescue I was on route 
from Reedville when the cap-
tain called back to report he had 
found assistance and no longer 
needed help. Time on call, 1 hour.

August 8: At 11:55 a.m., the 
sheriff received a distress call 
from the captain of a 21-foot 
Sea Hunt with a dead battery. 
Rescue I found the vessel in the 
Chesapeake Bay near the Great 
Wicomico Buoy #1. The crew 
provided a battery pack and was 
able to restart the engine. Rescue 
I then escorted the boat to the 
owner’s home in Harvey’s Creek. 
Time on call, 1 hour.

August 14-15: At 11:45 p.m., 
the sheriff received a call from a 
mother whose son, daughter and 
two dogs had left Cod Creek in 
a 14-foot boat at 4 p.m. and had 
not returned. The Sea Rescue 
crew decided to use the boat of 
a member who lives nearby on 
the Little Wicomico River. The 
crew searched the shoreline and 
beaches around the mouth of the 
Little Wicomico, then motored 
out to Smith Point Light.  Finding 
no sign of the boat, they returned 
to the Little Wicomico and began 
searching the entire shoreline.  At 
about 2 a.m. they found the boat 
and its occupants near Sherwood 
Forest Shores. The boaters had 
engine problems and had been 
drifting for hours in the dark 
and were disoriented. The crew 
returned them to their mother’s 
dock at 2:20 a.m. These boaters 
reportedly had no cell phones 
or lights on board. This could 
have ended tragically. Please do 
not leave the dock without a cell 
phone or VHS radio. Time on 
call, 3 hours.

August 15: At 11 a.m., the 
Coast Guard called Smith Point 
Sea Rescue for assistance. They 
had found an unoccupied 14-foot 
john boat drifting near Smith 
Point Light. Using the number 
on the hull, the Coast Guard 

was able to contact the owner 
in the Little Wicomico River 
who reported the boat was miss-
ing. The Coast Guard asked Sea 
Rescue to retrieve the boat and to 
tow it to the owner’s dock. Time 
on call, 2 hours.

August 16: At 9 a.m., a 
police boat owned by the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
was found sunk at a dock in the 
Little Wicomico. A crew from 
Smith Point Sea Rescue brought 
a mobile pump and was able to 
pump the boat out so an officer 
could take the boat to Smith Point 
Marina. Time on call, 2.5 hours.

August 18: At 4:35 p.m., 
a boater in Ingram Bay called 
the sheriff asking for help. The 
engine on his 22-foot power-
boat was locked up. Rescue I 
responded from Reedville. Evi-
dently the captain had quickly 
pulled the engine out of forward 
gear to avoid hitting a dolphin 
and the transmission locked up. 
Rescue I towed him to his pier 
in Towles Creek. Time on call, 1 
hour.

August 23: At 7 p.m., the 
captain of a 21-foot walk-around 
called the sheriff to report his 
engine had failed. Rescue I found 
him in the Great Wicomico 
near buoy #9. He told the crew 
he wanted to use up his old gas 
before buying new. The crew pro-
vided 5 gallons of new gas and 
his engine started. Please discard 
old gas and use fresh gas when 
boating. Time on call, 1 hour.

August 25: At 6:15 p.m., the 
sheriff received a 911 call from 
the captain of a 30-foot Bristol 
sailboat that was hard aground 
near Buoy 8 in the Great Wicom-
ico. Rescue I responded. The cap-
tain reported that his engine was 
overheating so he attempted to 
cut the corner and went aground. 
The sailboat was in such shallow 
water that a crew member used 
his personal boat to run the tow 
line into the sailboat and back to 
Rescue I that sat in deeper water. 
The sailboat was freed and towed 
to a pier in Cockrell Creek. Time 
on call, 2 hours.

August 26: At 12:55 a.m., 
the captain of a 37-foot Sea Ray 
cabin cruiser called 911 to report 
his engine had failed. Rescue 
I was dispatched from Reed-
ville and found the vessel near 
Smith Point Light in the bay. 
The boat was towed to Buzzard’s 
Point Marina and a Sea Rescue 
member drove the captain and his 
two passengers to their home in 
Irvington. Time on call, 3 hours.

August 27: At 12:55 p.m., 
a friend of a member of Sea 
Rescue called him and reported 
his 42-foot Catalina sailboat was 
aground in Antipoison Creek. 
Anticipating a shallow water 
rescue, both Rescue I and Rescue 
II (the shallow water skiff) were 
sent to the scene. When Rescue I 
was unable to free the sailboat, a 
member of the crew boarded the 
boat and determined that the boat 
had a twin keel that was deeply 
buried in a sandbar. With great 
effort the sailboat was finally 
freed and towed into deep water. 
Time on call, 3 hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or by 
calling 911. Rescue I and II are 
based on the Great Wicomico 
River and Rescue III is on Lodge 
Creek off the Yeocomico River.

Reedville Fishermen’s Museum 13th Annual
Antique and Traditional Small Boat Show

Saturday, September 17th 10 am - 4 pm
Main Street Reedville - Route 360

Co-Sponsored by the Tidewater Chapter of ACBS
For boat entries contact: clif.ames@gmail.com

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton planning commission 
will hold a public meeting at 
7 p.m. tonight, September 15, 
at Irvington Baptist Church, 53 
King Carter Drive, Irvington.

Commission members and 
residents will discuss updates 
to the town’s comprehen-
sive plan based on results of 
a recent survey. Some 235 
responses to the survey indi-
cate how residents envision the 
town’s future. 

 Residents are urged to con-
tinue the dialogue at the meet-
ing.

KILMARNOCK—Town 
council will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, September 19, in 
the Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

In addition to committee 
reports, council is expected to 
take additional action related 
to a bid of $2,763,000 from 
David A. Nice Builders of 
Williamsburg for construction 
of the Town Centre Park, 150 
North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock. A groundbreaking cer-
emony is slated at the park for 
October 5.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission for Lan-
caster County will meet at 7 
p.m tonight, September 15, 
at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Public hearings will be held 
on proposed updates to the 
zoning ordinance.

Amendments coming before 
the public are related to Article 
5, residential general district; 
Article 6-A, residential com-
munity district; and Article 7, 
residential medium general 
district.

WHITE STONE—New 
and re-elected town coun-
cil members will be sworn in 
tonight, September 15. Coun-
cil will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive, White Stone. 

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, new member 
Drew Hubbard, along with 
re-elected councilmen Blair 
Kenyon, Paul Elbourn and Wil-
liam Hubbard will be sworn in. 

Frere also will report on sev-
eral Community Development 
Block Grant applications. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Smith Point Sea Rescue freed this sailboat from a sandbar.

SMITH POINT SEA 
RESCUE REPORT

RRecord.com

Lancaster County Republi-
cans will meet at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, September 20, at Chesa-
peake Bank Training Center, 
51 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The meeting will focus on 
sign placements and voter 
identification issues, said chair-
man Sue Clingan. John Vick, a 
regional field director for the 
Republican Party of Virginia, 
will address the group.

The committee welcomes 
those who are interested in 
becoming members, added 
Clingan. Contact Clingan at 
436-5749.

GOP to
focus on
campaign

M O M!
Love, 

Jeb and Sara
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

DOMINION VIRGINIA  
POWER REBATE  

RECEIVE UP TO A

$1,600 REBATE 

ON A QUALIFYING SYSTEM PURCHASE.

804-462-0640
www.redlawmechanical.net

2798 White Chapel Road, Lancaster, VA 22503
Quality HVAC Service

RECEIVE UP TO A

$250
CALL DEALER FOR DETAILS.

AND

Ask about how one of our energy efficient Lennox 
systems can earn you a federal tax credit!

WITH 9.99% FINANCING*

OFFER EXPIRES 11/25/2016.
*On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $275 to $1,600. Some restrictions apply. One offer available per 
qualifying purchase. See your local Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details.**See your local Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details.  
Some restrictions apply.
© 2016 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer available per qualifying purchase.

Don’t be nuts. Don’t delay.  
Call today for your truple play.

= IRVINGTON’S
THIRD FRIDAY

SEPT. 16

FUN+FOOD+ 
COMMUNITY

For further information please call: 438.6287

Visit with business owners, 
explore shops, and share 
some munchies as Irvington 
celebrates the THIRD 
FRIDAY of the month 
from 4-6pm!

THIRD FRIDAY

IRVINGTON

A guided property tour 
covering topics on:

- Improving woodland 

health

- Invasive plant control

- Converting lawn to 

woods

- Pollinator gardens

- Managing warm season 

grasslands 

*Refreshments included

Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife Refuge
19180 Tidewater Trail, Tappahannock, VA 22560

-

Pre-registration required | Limited to first 50

For more information contact:
Jenny McGarvey, Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay  
jmcgarvey@allianceforthebay.org
(804) 977-1657 x258

Sponsored by:

The Woods in Your Backyard
Learn to create and enhance the natural areas around your property

Cost: $10/person + $10 Woods in Your Backyard 
Manual

HEATHSVILLE—The proposed installation of 
a 100-foot wind turbine at Apple Grove Road and 
Cobbs Hall Lane has stirred concern among nearby 
residents in Northumberland.

Following a public hearing last Thursday, the 
board of supervisors tabled a decision until the 
October meeting.

Property owner Roger Gruben said he owns 22 
acres and wants to power a workshop and a guest 
apartment with the wind turbine. It will be a stand-
alone system powered by batteries, he said. 

“I think it will be pretty unobtrusive,” added 
Gruben. 

However, District 4 supervisor Tommy Tomlin 
asked Gruben why he can’t just run electricity to the 
workshop and guest apartment. 

Gruben said Northern Neck Electric Coopera-
tive’s quote to run power is $12,000 and the cost of 
putting up a wind turbine will be $25,000 total.

 “We like the idea of generating our own power,” 
said Gruben. “No one will be living there full time. 
The turbine will just be used when needed.” 

Elizabeth Gruben said she is a lifelong environ-
mentalist and a green building consultant. She and 
her husband have researched how to keep the wind 
turbine quiet, said E. Gruben. 

“We won’t have to dig trenches, we won’t have 
to run wires, we won’t have to run a pole in order 
to supply electricity. It’s the least obtrusive to the 
woods and this is why we chose to do it this way,” 
she said. 

Neighbor Walter Testrake said he is worried 
about disturbing the wildlife sanctuary, preserving 
the historical aspect of the property and noise level. 

“We have a unique situation down at Cobbs Hall. 
It’s basically a wildlife sanctuary, isolated from the 
surrounding area with only one point of entry. And 
we have a very historical place in American history 
as the first Lee in the U.S. settled there,” said Tes-
trake. 

According to Testrake, descendants of English 
settler Richard Lee built the plantation Cobbs Hall 
and there is a burial ground close to the property in 
question where Lee is buried. 

Neighbors are concerned about the turbine kill-
ing migratory birds, added Testrake. 

Adjoining property owner Shaunee Foote said 
neighbors also are concerned about certain aesthet-
ics if a wind turbine is granted. 

“Aesthetically, a lot of us are concerned about 
decreases in property value, possible noise, and a 
disruption of the beauty and history in the area,” 
said Foote. 

Judy Burgess said the board approved her wind 
turbine eight years ago.

“We’ve never seen an animal body [due to the 
turbine] and we have had no complaints from our 
neighbors,” said Burgess.

Gordon Burgess said there is all kind of animal 
life near his wind turbine and it seems that his prop-
erty value has increased. 

“We have gotten compliments about the turbine,” 
said G. Burgess. 

Tomlin moved to postpone a decision to the 
October meeting due to the historical significance 
of the property. Supervisors Richard Haynie, Joe 
Self, Jim Long and Ronnie Jett supported the sug-
gestion. 
Other items

Also on Thursday, supervisors heard from Nor-
thumberland County Clerk of Circuit Court Debo-
rah Bingham and Judge R. Michael McKenney 
regarding a case imaging system. 

All case files, criminal and civil, will be scanned 
into a database to reduce physical paper files in the 
courts, said McKenney. They will not be able to 
capture past files, he added. 

“This is a step forward that we are taking,” said 
McKenney

“This is going to save a lot of time,” added 
Haynie. 

The board also authorized Joyce T. Hudson to 
build a storage center at 8 Lake Road, Lottsburg, 
and Donna Briggs to operate a veteran-owned bed 
and breakfast at 441 Main Street, Reedville. 

 Supervisors also continued discussion on a 
tabled application submitted by Dawn Mahaffey 
for a dog training facility/small commercial kennel 
at 445 Fountain Gate Road, Heathsville. Mahaffey 
was not at the meeting.

Annual end of summer bash attracts fun-loving crowd
The 26th annual Bay Seafood Festival was held September 9 at Camp Kekoka on the shores of Indian Creek near Kilmarnock. 
Kilmarnock-Irvington-White Stone Rotary officials indicated the “Party with a Purpose” event sold out—some 1,200 tickets.  
Proceeds benefit local charities through the KIWS Foundation. Above, folks enjoy the all-you-can eat menu including clam 
chowder, salad, barbecue, sweet potato fries, French fries, crab cakes, steamed shrimp, fried oysters, corn on the cob, fried fish, 
hush puppies and ice cream. Photos by Robert Mason Jr. 

From left, Rep. Rob Wittman visits with Bon Secours 
Rappahannock General Hospital “chefs” Emerson 
Gravatt, B.H. Hubbard and Jimmie Carter. Bon Secours 
RGH volunteers were manning the hush puppy tent.

Despite the heat, folks of all ages got on their feet to dance to 
the beat.  Music was provided by Liquid Pleasure from Chapel 
Hill, N.C. The band played a mix of Top 40, rock, beach music, 
oldies and disco. 

Proposed turbine creates
whirlwind of discussion

by Madison White Franks

JAMAICA—On August 27, 
Food Bank Champion Virginia 
Motor Speedway partnered with 
Northern Neck Chevrolet and 
Collision One to “Stamp out 
Hunger” locally in the six coun-
ties Northern Neck Food Bank 
serves. 

In an effort to help restock the 
shelves to provide over 8,700 res-
idents monthly with non-perish-
able items, the speedway offered 
a free general admission ticket 
for every five non-perishable 
food items donated, said Julie 
Dudley, executive vice president 
of development. 

Many people brought much 
needed items of peanut butter, 
canned tuna and chicken, 
low sodium vegetables, fruits 
packed in juice, spaghetti 
sauce, canned or dry beans, 
hot and cold cereal and whole 
grain snacks. Their generosity 
provided the Northern Neck 
Food Bank with a total of 3,938 
pounds of non-perishables, said 
Dudley.

“The generosity did not stop 
there,” she said. “With the sup-
port of volunteers from the 
Northern Neck Food Bank, 
Northumberland American Red 

Cross and Three Rivers Medical 
Reserve Corps, we were on hand 
to provide the participants with a 
50/50 raffle which raised $1,760 
with the lucky winner receiving 
$880.”

Anyone can become a Food 
Bank Champion, providing ser-
vices to neighbors, friends, fami-
lies, seniors and children in their 
time of need, she said.

“We thank Virginia Motor 
Speedway for their community 
investment,” said Dudley.

To become a Food Bank 
Champion, visit nnfb.org, or call 
Dudley at 577-0246.

Volunteers (above) helped Virginia Motor Speedway, Northern Neck Chevrolet, Collision One 
and Northern Neck Food Bank with a recent project to “Stamp out Hunger” locally.

Speedway effort helps ‘Stamp out Hunger’



(Reprints from the September 
9, 1926, issue of the Rappahan-
nock Record)
Taylor’s Creek

The Ladies Aid Society will 
meet at the home of Mrs. Elzie 
Harcum Sr., on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 7th.

Miss Elizabeth James spent 
Saturday with her grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Norris, Sr.

Mr. Tentmont is going to 
work for Mr. J. S.. Norris this 
coming year.

The Y. P. C. will meet at the 
home of Mrs. J. S. Norris Sr., on 
Thursday, September 7th.

Those on the sick list are 
improving, we are glad to say.

Miss Cornella Norris is 
spending a few days with her 
sister, Mrs. Stanley James of 
Weems.

Miss Virginia Norris, who 
attended Vacation Bible School 
at Wharton Grove Camp, was 
presented with a testament, 
which she sure did appreciate.

Miss Virginia Norris went 
to Coan with her sister, Mrs. 
Stanley James, the past Friday 
to visit.
Lancaster

Mr. J. R. Gresham and wife 
left this week for their new 
home in Jacksonville, Fla.,  
where Mr. Gresham has secured 
a lucrative position with the 
firm of Cohen & Co.

Mr. Cyrus H. Chilton and 
wife of Florida are visiting 
friends in the county. Cyrus is 
well known to readers of the 
Record, as at one time he held 
the position of Editor of this 
newsy, county paper. His many 
friends are glad to know he was 
fortunate in making some good 
investments and cleaning up a 
good profit before the bubble 
burst.

The teachers training course 
arranged by Bros. Henley 
and Tucker, began its session 
Monday evening. Bros. Hobbs 
of Smithville, Va., is the class 
and his lectures each evening 
are very instructive and help-
ful. Thirty-one have been 
enrolled so far, and others are 
still expected to take part in this 
good work.

Mr. C. W. Lynch and family 
visited in Richmond last week.

Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Gresham 
are visiting friends in Stafford 
at this writing.

Mrs. Maria Haynie is spend-
ing some time with her daugh-
ter, Mrs. J. H. McKenney at this 
place.
Notice

The Christ Church Asso-
ciation earnestly invites you 
to become one of its mem-
bers. The purpose of the Asso-
ciation is for the restoration of 
Old Christ Church, Lancaster 

County, Virginia. Annual Mem-
bership fee $1.00.

Mrs. R. D. Carter, Pres., 
Kilmarnock, Va. 

Mrs. Charles Carroll Chase, 
Secretary-Treasurer

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

CommunityForum September 15, 2016
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Living here in the country, we are able to 
develop personal relationships with indi-

viduals more readily, and more permanently, 
than in the big cities. Particularly in the case 
of law enforcement, the sheriffs, deputies and 
state troopers all are part of daily life. Last 
week one of the finest products of both the 
Northumberland and the Lancaster sheriff ’s 
departments died. She was Vivian Abbott, 
who served 23 years in the sheriff ’s office in 
Heathsville, and then 10 with the Lancaster 
office.

Vivian’s pre-deputy career centered on the 
Kilmarnock Drug Co., where she worked for 
five years under the tutelage of George Snead. 
When George sold the drug store to Ken 
Thompson in 1988, Vivian transitioned over 
to being a deputy sheriff.  Initially she worked 
as a dispatcher, before moving into keeping 
the records and assisting in the management 
of the jail.   

Not knowing of her change of employ-
ment, when I first saw her in uniform she was 
amused by my surprised reaction. She was 
an outstanding contributor to any undertak-

ing she pursued, and had been a mainstay at 
the pharmacy. She liked working with figures, 
and was extremely precise in what she did. 
She gave the impression, quite accurately, 
that she could handle any situation that might 
arise, and that polite, but direct, approach to 
her pharmaceutical duties was a natural asset 
in her law enforcement work as well.

Vivian was a warm and good-natured 
person, one who was always ready to help 
those with questions, but she also was one 

who expected the same level of sincerity from 
others that she extended to them. In short, she 
was direct in not tolerating anyone slacking 
off.  

After a near quarter-century in law enforce-
ment, Vivian opted to retire. Sadly, a couple 
of years ago in an accident in her home while 
tending to her woodstove, she experienced a 
severe burn. From that point on, her health 
declined, and she spent two years in the nurs-
ing home. Ironically, her characteristic self-
sufficiency had become the source of the ulti-
mate loss of her independence.  

Last January, on the occasion of his death, 
I wrote an item about her brother, Wayne 
Abbot. Not only did Vivian and Wayne 
resemble each other physically, they also were 
remarkably similar in their personalities and 
their approaches to life. Neither could toler-
ate nonsense, and neither could be outdone 
in being a friend to someone he or she liked. 
Vivian did not have quite the distinctive nasal 
voice that was one of Wayne’s most identifi-
able trademarks, but hers was equally as rec-
ognizable in a crowd. She was a person with 

a distinctive presence in every situation in 
which she found herself.

The most telling of Vivian’s many worthy 
attributes was her solid citizenship.  She was a 
larger-than-life individual, both in stature and 
in outlook. Whether in the drug store or in 
uniform, she would raise an eyebrow or smirk 
when a remark amused her, and no one could 
make a better comeback in reply to another’s 
comments. In essence Vivian was one who 
did not change. Her hair barely began to show 
a few gray strands, and her imposing image 
remained constant.

Vivian lived a good life; she liked being 
productive in service to those in need, and 
thrived on doing her duty as she saw it to be. 
She never forgot her Northern Neck roots, 
and she enjoyed manifesting them wherever 
she went. She knew how to present herself, 
and simply by being the person she was, 
unaffected and genuine, she made her per-
sona unforgettable to those who crossed her 
path.

Vivian Celeste Abbott, December 30, 
1948–September 2, 2016.  R.I.P.

Whether in the drug store or 
in uniform, she would raise 
an eyebrow or smirk when 
a remark amused her, and 
no one could make a better 
comeback in reply to another’s 
comments.

Focal Point

Supercell off Fleets Island, illuminated from within by lightning.

Photo by Dan Schiavoe

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Welcome back to school, stu-
dents and teachers. This letter is 
with you in mind.

On October 29, 1945, my 
father mailed a letter in Ashton, 
Ill., to the Department of Justice 
in Chicago with questions regard-
ing my mother’s citizenship.

The letter was sent via first 
class mail, and went by train, 
pulled by a steam locomotive, 
to Chicago. It was stamped 
“Received” at 9 a.m. the next day, 
October 30, 1945.

The original letter was returned 
to my father, attached to a letter 
from the Department of Justice, 
two days later on November 1, 
1945, signed by Louis J. Oster-
korn, Chief, Status Section, with 
complete type-written answers.

Perhaps some of you, or as a 
class project, would like to form 
a few questions about citizenship, 
immigration, crime, or other 
items of interest, and submit 
them to our United States Gov-
ernment by whatever means you 
choose. Discover how long it 
takes to receive a personal answer.  
You may wish to compare your 
experience to my father’s in 1945.

That year marked the end of 
World War II with the uncon-
ditional surrender of Germany 
and Japan. Our enemies were 
defeated. Now they are allies.

In 1945, a foreign made car 
in the U.S. was an extreme 
oddity. Everything in the stores 
was made in the USA. People 
had jobs. Answers were forth-
coming. Honesty was respected, 
and expected. Technology has 
made our lives better. Has it made 
government better?

In 1945, this country had a long 

Back to school way to go to deliver on the prom-
ise of Abraham Lincoln. Praise 
be, we have come a long way 
down that road together.

Together we have a long way to 
go to bring our jobs, and security 
back. What has to be done?

Think about it. What part can 
each of us play?

Paul Boyenga,
Kilmarnock

In my view, President Obama 
has squandered the opportunity 
to make real change in the lives 
of minorities in this country.

I am a 70-plus-year-old white, 
retired police officer. I don’t pre-
tend to have answers to the soci-
etal issues of today. But, I know 
when actions are problems and 
not solutions.

I didn’t vote for this president. 
The reason: I couldn’t support 
someone who voted present on 
issues when he was in the Illi-
nois legislature. He never took 
a position, just voted “present.” 
His prior experience: served as a 
community organizer and a law 
professor. Nothing indicated he 
was ready to lead the nation.

I hoped once elected he would 
take on the issue of minori-
ties to make changes. I thought 
he would address the issues of 
unemployment, pregnancy rates, 
black on black crime and school 
dropout rates to name a few. I was 
hopeful he would encourage and 
promote an agenda of hope and 
change.

Instead he played the race issue 
as a divisive method for political 
support. Instead of talking about 
how the illegal immigrants are 
taking jobs and opportunities 
away from citizen minorities, he 
used the illegal immigrants as a 
political issue for the Democratic 
Party.

Instead of using the position 
to encourage participation in the 
advantages our freedom offers 
every citizen, he used the office 
to encourage a victimization atti-
tude and encourage emotional 

Missed opportunity

Sincere liberals and conserva-
tives, those who believe in the 
principles of liberalism or con-
servatism, should vote for Trump.

Why? Polls indicate 87% of 
Americans believe the coun-
try is headed down the wrong 
road. Such a large majority must 
include both liberals and conser-
vatives. 

 We are like passengers on the 
Titanic, except that we know we 
are steaming toward an iceberg. 
But in this analogy, the captain 
is hobnobbing in First Class with 
the one percenters—too capti-
vated by themselves to see the 
dangers they’ve created. The ship 
is doomed unless someone turns 
the wheel. 

 The GOP establishment won’t 
turn the wheel. Given power in 
the last two elections to do so, 
they passed, for as beltway insid-
ers they hobnob with and depend 
on the First Class crowd.

 Hillary Clinton won’t turn the 
wheel. An ultimate insider, she 
too hobnobs with and depends on 
the First Class crowd.

 Hillary’s record is of hijacking 
politics to gain power and enrich 
herself, leaving a trail of convinc-
ing if not convicting evidence of 

Who will turn
the wheel?

corruption. Far better for sincere 
liberals to keep her away from 
power and take the time to find 
leaders with competence and 
integrity.

 What we know of Trump is 
that he will turn the wheel. Pos-
sibly not the right direction, but 
we’ll at least miss the iceberg and 
buy time to choose a better course. 
Many sincere conservatives don’t 
like him for his personality—but 
turning the wheel is more impor-
tant than personality.

 The iceberg? A creation of 
insiders of both parties; an unsus-
tainable debt that will crush the 
children and grandchildren of the 
poor and middle class and an eco-
nomic distortion where today the 
one percenters capture 91% of all 
real income, having gained over 
34% since 2009 while the bottom 
99% gained 0.8%.

Edgar Doleman,
Heathsville

I don’t think many rational 
people are against a person 
expressing their opinion, and 
rightly so. We hear about 
employers who refuse to let 
employees say or do certain 
things that can be interpreted 
as the employer condoning the 
employee’s actions. 

 The reverse of this seems to 
be happening in the NFL. The 
NFL looks the other way when 
a certain quarterback, and now 
other players, refuse to stand 
for the national anthem. It is 
a protest. 

 The NFL’s thinking seems 
to be that the player is express-
ing his individual opinion or 
protest. However, a question 
that comes to mind is when 
the player puts on the team 
uniform does he now still rep-
resent his individual concern 
or has the team and the NFL 
become a part of his protest?       

 In uniform, players repre-
sent the team and NFL. The 
impression to the public is 
that the team and NFL sanc-
tions these protests. It also is 
a sign of disrespect to the flag 
and the men and women who 
fought to give them the right 
to protest and express their 
opinion.

 That being the case, I think 
I can do without the NFL this 
season. After all, the NFL pays 
people enormous amounts 
of money to play a game that 
reflects nothing of any real 
value or importance in today’s 
world.

Bob Norman,
Lancaster

Sitting NFL
season out

The nature of speech and what 
it reveals about the brain’s intel-
lectual processes are a matter of 
dispute.

The dominant theory has been 
Universal Grammar, founded on 
the idea of a genetically-based 
linguistic device providing a 
common cross-cultural brain 
basis to speak recursively: artic-
ulate speech characterized by 
words elaborated into sequential 
sentences reflecting what is in the 
mind.

It was a shock to the academic 
world, then, when Daniel Everett 
in 2012 discovered a primitive 
people in the rainforests of Bra-

Trumpian speech 
might resolve a
scientific puzzle

Do you 
remember?

Dance Extravaganza 2010 
featured an appearance by 
Miss America 2010 Caressa 
Cameron of Fredericksburg, 
reported Kilmarnock 
Musem president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn.  “Do you 
remember?” is a public 
service of the museum.

YESTERYEAR

zil’s NW, the Pirahas, who were 
without recursive speech. After 
witnessing a monkey entering 
the jungle and asked on what day 
the monkey went into the jungle, 
how far, and in which direction, 
the Pirahas answer was simply 
“monkey go jungle.”

Their verbal expressions 
seldom exceed three words. Test-
ing found the determining factor 
in their shortness and crudity of 
speech was their impoverished 
understanding of the world. Their 
survival never required concepts 
of distance, direction, or time.

Based on Pirahas research, 
the theory of linguistic relativ-
ity, (culture and education as the 
brain’s basis for speech), chal-
lenged Universal Grammar, but 
lacked supporting evidence in 
modern society. The upshot of 
this theory is that speech may not 
be constrained by genetics but by 
acquired knowledge.

Enter Donald Trump whose 
speech “Trumpkations” were 
recently lamented by Carl Rove 
as “using three words when the 
thought needs ten.”

We are all familiar with 
Trumpian assertions such as: 
Putin great; I’m greatest; I’m 
rich; Generals know less; women 
love me; blacks love me. We all 
get the idea. A strikingly parallel 
pattern is apparent in his policy 
statements: build wall; deport 
illegals; bomb ISIS; keep out 
Muslims; NATO bad; bring back 
jobs; beat crooked Hillary.

Together, Pirahas research 
and Trump’s abbreviated non-
recursive speech have provided 
undeniable scientific evidence 
disproving Universal Grammar.

Jack Kershner,
Merry Point LETTERS, continued on page A7
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Record of the Past
1926

Wordsmiths: During the Record’s 
100 years we’ve had a few, includ-
ing current contributors Henry Lane 
Hull and John Farmer, but it seems 
the paper’s 1920s correspondent from 
the community of Palmer had to have 
been among those who wrote the dic-
tionary!

In this clipping from the October 
14, 1926, issue of the Record, the 
author laments that “things have 
simply ceased to happen” and nothing 
worth writing about had happened 
in Palmer that week. Wrong. Just 
the introduction is reproduced here 
but the column went on for another 
five long paragraphs and finally did 
include some news among the Palmer 
folks.

The author signed his column each 
week as “A Rara Avis,” Latin for “a 
rare bird.” Former Record editor and 
author John Wilson included some 
of the Palmer reports in a 2004 his-
tory of Windmill Point, and said, “It 
doesn’t take much reading between 
the lines” to identify the rare bird as 
Elmer Adolphus Treakle, the Palmer 
representative for National Import-
ing Co. of New York. Wilson writes, 
“His advertisement announcing the 
fall and winter lines from the world’s 
most famous looms concludes, 
‘Ladies, if you really know your 
carrots, you will await a propitious 
opportunity to cast your bewitching 
optics upon this dazzling line.”

Community social columns, most 
of them much more straightforward, 
filled the interior pages of the Record 
for decades. When every household 
had gained at least one phone and 
one car, communications in our area  
improved greatly and the columns 
gradually faded away.

Founders’ photos needed
In the very first Record on Octo-

ber 4, 1916, an advertisement noted 
that the paper “is owned and pub-
lished by forty leading citizens of 
Lancaster County.” Among some 
old family records, we have discov-
ered a record of the stock issued to 
most of them. 

Now we are trying to put faces 
with the names of these early inves-
tors who believed in the need for a community newspaper. We would love to include all the photos 
in our October 6 special anniversary section. If you have a photo of any of the below citizens or 
business owners, or can tell us where a photo might be found, please call 435-1701, email fred@
rapprecord.com or bring them to the Record office at 27 N. Main Street.

The 32 individuals or businesses issued stock include: Walter Hathaway, Eubank and Brother, 
Farmers and Merchants Bank, Gordon Eubank, H.W. Brent, J.B. Cralle, Ellis C. Richardson, 
Bonner Brothers, Robert H. Chilton, F.M. Armsworthy, T.J. Downing, C.T. Myers, R.O. Norris 
Jr., R.O. Norris Sr., Dr. Frank W. Lewis, S.H. Coulbourn, Lacey Kirkmyer, H.E. Dunaway, Fred 
C. Smith, H.H. Rundy, J.R. Sullivan, A.E. Brent, John Dempsey, F.P. McGinnes, Dr. C.T. Pierce, 
Joseph Pierce, David A. Strang, G.H. Smith, H.U. Dunaway, G.H. Talley, J.B. Stakes, and W.E. 
Brent.

The stock was issued on September 17 and 19, October 15, and on December 9, 1916. Since only 
32 of the 40 owners cited in the newspaper can be identified, one theory is perhaps there were 40 
pledges and some backed out.

Founders photos are needed by Wednesday, September 21.

The Lancaster County NAACP 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sep-
tember 20, at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 16 Town Centre 
Drive, Kilmarnock. 

David Dustin, vice president of 
nutrition for the “Kids First Foun-
dation” will make a presentation. 
This is a rescheduled agenda item 
from the July meeting, said Lloyd 
N. Hill. 

The Freedom Fund committee 
will report on the upcoming ban-
quet. Progress on ticket sales will 
be given.

Other agenda items will 
include the selection of a nomi-
nating committee for branch offi-
cers and selection of delegates to 
the state conference. 

“We need to redouble our 
voter registration and restoration 
efforts,” said Hill. 

Members are reminded the 
voter registration deadline is 
October 17, in order to vote in 
the November election. Voters 
may register at https://elections.
virginia.gov.

Lancaster NAACP will meet Sept. 20

Letters
continued from page 6

reaction to events involving black 
citizens. Instead of using stimu-
lus money for projects that would 
have led to jobs for minorities, 
he used the money for politi-
cal handouts. Instead of being 
a promoter for success, he used 
the position as a tool for political 
divisiveness and egoism.

His real effectiveness was fun-
draising from the rich, helping 
the rich get richer and cover-ups.

Al Hall, 
Reedville

What do you 
have to lose?

“What the hell do you have to 
lose?” was the rhetorical ques-
tion that presidential candi-
date Donald Trump put to the 
African American community 
recently.

I believe the question should 
have been posed to all Ameri-
cans.

We have everything to lose. If 
we are to take him at his word, 
in his blustering best, then the 
possibility of World War III 
could be started over a gesture.

Surely that should make you 
feel uneasy with a person with 
that temperament with control 
of a fire no fire nuclear decision.

If you think his ideas about 
social security, Medicare and 
Snaps are things that will cause 
major adjustments in your life, 
then yes, you have a lot to lose.

He says wages are high 
enough. Can you continue to 
live with that?

Are you OK with the ideas 
that he refuses to release his tax 
records that would help us to 
know the real Donald Trump?

I am sure by now we know 
tax audits don’t prevent the 
release of returns. I believe we 
lose as Americans if we don’t 
have the same level of financial 
openness as every candidate 
since 1976.

I believe our Supreme Court 
works when it is more ideo-
logically balanced. A woman’s 

I find the letter “Do lives 
really matter?” appearing in the 
August 25 issue a bit disturb-
ing. I feel the author neglected 
to mention some things I would 
like to comment on. 

Do lives matter to the police 
who continuously shoot down 
unarmed men, women and chil-
dren?

Do lives matter to the white 
supremacists who walk into a 
Bible study and kill innocent 
people?

Do lives matter to the Texans 
who chain men to their bumpers 
and drag them?

Do lives matter to the men 
who dress in costumes and 
murder innocent families who 
are just out to enjoy a movie?

Do lives matter to the teens 
who walk into a school with 
trench coats and murder stu-
dents?

Do lives matter to those who 
are in a position to give jobs to 
those in need from their own 
country? But instead, they get 
the cheaper labor from the same 
people that they want to build a 
wall to keep out. 

The point is that all of us are 
human beings and you can’t 
point fingers at people from dif-

Lives matter to God

I find myself in a very unique 
and bothersome situation. I have 
the same name as a person who 
was accused of inappropriate 
behavior between adult and child 
recently; however, I am not that 
person.

When newspapers and news 
stations keep saying a person’s 
name that matches your own, 
there is no way around having 
people think it’s you when they 
see or hear it.   

My name is Heather R. Sebra 
and I live in Northumberland 
County. If you would please 
make it clear that the person in 
your articles may have the same 
name as another person—but that 
other person, myself, has a differ-
ent middle initial and lives in a 
different county.

This unfortunate situation is 
causing unwanted attention to 
myself, my family and my work-
place.

Please let me know if anything 
can be done to correct this, or if 
there is something I can do to 
help you achieve this correction.

Heather R. Sebra,
Northumberland County

Editor’s Note: The Rappah-
annock Record on September 8 
reported “A trial date of Decem-
ber 2 has been set for Heather 
Lynn Sebra of Farnham on 
charges related to an incident 
involving a student at Northum-
berland High School.” 

Readers are reminded there 
are often persons in the com-
munity with names similar to 
those who are the subject of news 
reports and efforts are made to 
avoid mistaken identity.

The other 
Heather Sebra      

right to choose has been settled 
for decades. I believe we will 
lose that right if Mr. Trump is 
elected and he makes the selec-
tions he has indicated.

He envisions appointing jus-
tices in the Scalia and Thomas 
mode With the reasonable pos-
sibility of the next president 
appointing three or four jus-
tices, our court will swing 6-3 
thus destroying the balance. It is 
very doubtful he would appoint 
a centrist.

There are no perfect candi-
dates, but resumé for resumé, 
experience for experience, tem-
perament for temperament, I 
vote no trump.

Lloyd N. Hill,
White Stone

ferent cultures just because you 
don’t understand them. Believe 
it or not, there is no superior 
race. 

Being a Christian is to prac-
tice and live in love. Love all, 
not just the congregants of that 
beautiful brick Baptist church 
on Church Street. God loves all 
his children. 

In closing, I would like to 
ask you as a Christian, do lives 
matter to you? 

Now, I want you to smile if 
you feel the pain of the mothers 
across this country whose sons 
and daughters were killed by 
people who are sworn to protect 
and serve. 

Smile if you prayed for fami-
lies of the nine victims who 
were killed while worshipping 
our God. Stop frowning now. 

LaMar Smith, 
Lancaster

Exceptional Care 
     for an Exceptional Woman!

Your Mom wiped your runny nose, cheered at your soccer games, 
and made countless brown bag lunches. Now she needs a little help. 
Let us help you provide exceptional care for an exceptional woman. 

A service of Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury serving the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and beyond.

Personal Care  Companion Care  Nursing Care

AtHome@RW-C.org

Your Home. Our Exceptional Care. 

At Home with RWC

 804-438-4013           
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Bay & River
Home Decor

Furniture
Gifts&

804.436.1900
Sandra Hudson           Terry Elbourn

2 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

We Support 
USA-Made Products
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The Wild BunchcchhccBBThe WThThe Wild Bunchchee WWee ddhh iihhTT iillhh hdee WWTT iiTTT uunnnnuuThTThhe e WWiilldd BBuunncchh

Voted Best Fllorist 
in Eastern Viirginia
2 years in a rrow!

From Whimsy & Unusual 
to Elegant & TTraditional

Cynthia Nayloor
804-435-10444

thewildbunchflowers.com

GIFTS  |  |  HOME  |  |  FASHION

FFabulous finds. Eclectic with a touch of whimsy.nd wi ofabu s. E th whulou Ecl a t himous lect tou msyfin tic ouch yFFF
538 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone | 804.436.850553 nno Wh 8048 R ock te .4Rap D Sto 36.pa ive one 85ha e, W | 8 05
Monday thru Saturday 10 - 5pm | Sunday by appointmentM Sa p y on ur | pa ay u oit 1 d tmu - y en

N BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

SHOP LOCAL SPECIAL
20 lb Propane Tank 

fill up
- 1/2 price -
One tank per customer

Expires 9/30/16. Must present coupon.

Cusustom Interiors
Our Ser Services Include:

THE SAVINGS YOU WANT ON THE
PRESCRIPTIONS YOU NEED

SM

LADIES APPAREL
CASUAL RESORT CRUISE

SPECIAL OCCASION
JEWELRY & ACCESSORIES

FALL ARRIVALS ARE HERE!
804-435-2200

12 South Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

35 S. Main St. Kilmarnock   Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

Like us on Facebook or visit us online @ pearlclothingva.com

USA - Fair Trade - Handmade

Comfortable Clothing for the Free Spirit
Fabulous Fabrics in sizes XS-2X

Estate, Gemstone and Costume Jewelry
Local Artisan Wares

(804)435-8800

     Quilting Fabrics & MoreQuilting Fabrics & More

Premium quality cotton fabrics from top designers 
and manufacturers for your next quilting, crafting, 
or garment project. Check our:

www.sewlovelee.com or call 804.577.7272

Hello, fall. Crisp air, tea with friends,  
sweaters and boots,  
and shopping locally.

SM

©2016 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

Sponsored by

blog.chesbank.com
Support local retailers, restaurants, farmers’ markets, service and professional businesses 

this fall. Each time we recirculate money in our community, we help create a stronger, more 

prosperous local economy for everyone. Want to know more? Go to blog.chesbank.com today 

for a complete list of the 300+ businesses participating in The Buck Stays HereSM initiative.

Ross’s Rings and ThingsRoss’s Rings and Thinggss

 

 

“Celebrate Life’s Moments 
with Ross’s”

The Color CollectioThe Color Collectioon

Reserve space 
now for the

November 10
edition!

Call 804-435-1701
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