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School bells ring
Hundreds of area school children started the 2016-17 academic session this week.  At left, students rushed to class for first period at Lancaster High School Tuesday morning. Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi. At right,  The Lancaster High School Marching Red Devil Band welcomed the LHS varsity team to the field in the home opener against Atlantic Shores Christian. The Seahawks 
beat the Red Devils, 42-12. The Red Devils will play Mathews at 7 p.m. Friday, September 9, at Lancaster High School. More football coverage appears on the sports pages. Photo by Bruce Cook

LANCASTER—The Lancaster 
public school division is applying to 
reconstitute the middle and high schools. 
The ultimate goal is to improve Stan-
dards of Learning (SOL) performance.

As part of the Virginia Department 
of Education (VDOE) accreditation 
program, reconstituting allows schools 
to improve instruction and raise student 
achievement through restructuring the 
schools. 

Lancaster will pursue a mix of improv-
ing the school’s governance, moving 
staff and faculty into the most effective 
positions, and improving instructional 
programming, said superintendent Steve 
Parker.

Although the division doesn’t expect 
to hear from the VDOE until mid-Octo-
ber, some objectives of the improvement 
plan have been implemented.

Lancaster Middle School
Middle school principal Jessica Davis 

briefed the Lancaster school board 
in July regarding the middle school’s 
improvement plan.

She indicated the school will hire a 
new dean of students to help perform 
duties such as observing and evaluating 
classrooms to provide feedback to teach-
ers, which would allow for a prompt and 
targeted guidance to coach new teachers 
and teachers in areas of need to raise stu-
dent achievement. 

Currently the school leadership team 
meets monthly, but now they will meet 
bi-weekly with the principal and assis-
tant principal to discuss goals and expec-
tations. Also, a VDOE contractor and an 
administrator mentor will be available as 
the school leadership team to make sure 
they are implementing the reconstitution 
plan. 

An action plan will be developed by 
teachers and leadership for reading, 
math, history, and science to meet long-
term and short-term goals that affect 
student achievement. Davis said this 
will be a working document and will be 
reviewed monthly. This plan will help 
the schools meet necessary benchmarks 
in the SOL tests. 

Eighth-grade students will be given a 
pre-test that will cover curriculum from 
sixth and seventh grades to allow teach-
ers to know what their focus needs to be 
in preparing students for the SOL. 

LMS administration and division 
instructional coordinators will con-
tinue involving teachers in formative 

assessments. This will allow teachers to 
respond quickly to students who don’t 
have understanding in a certain subject 
and they can be put in the necessary tier 
of education.  

Reading also will be a daily focus with 
a program called D.E.A.R. (Drop Every-
thing And Read). Each day, the middle 
school will provide a 20-minute block of 
time where every student will read. This 
will allow more growth and improve the 
school’s English benchmark pass rate, 
said Davis. 

Davis indicated that beginning in the 
2016-17 school year, teachers will reme-
diate students who did not pass an SOL 
the previous year for 45 minutes a day, 
four days a week individually or in a 
small group. This will allow teachers to 
see an increase of mastery in a subject. 

Teachers also will be required to visit 
peer classrooms to get better teaching 
strategies or ideas to use in their class-
room. 

Changes in teaching assignments and 
teacher non-renewals are a part of the 
school improvement plan. If a teacher 
in a particular subject doesn’t meet the 
benchmark, administrators may move 
the individual to another subject, or not 
renew their contract. 

Although some teachers may have 
been relocated within the school system 
or let go, the middle school will imple-
ment a teacher performance improve-
ment plan which will allow teachers 
to have access to additional resources, 
coaching, feedback and structure to 
perform at a level for raising student 
achievement. 

Family engagement also is a part of 
the school improvement plan. Parents 
will be provided tools and informa-
tion to partner with the school to better 
educate their children which will result 
in improved student achievement, said 
Davis. 

“If the kids are learning, good SOL 
scores will come with that,” said Davis. 

Lancaster High School
Just like the middle school, the high 

school will be focusing on improving 
the school’s governance, moving staff 
and faculty into the most effective posi-
tions, and improving instructional pro-
gramming.

“I believe everyone has been work-
ing hard, but we need to work as a team, 
so we have brainstormed and have 
implemented several new instructional 

Lancaster school division
pursues improvement plan

by Madison White Franks

KILMARNOCK—The effects of 
Tropical Storm Hermine last week-
end brought higher than normal tides 
and  minor damage to Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties. 

Lancaster chief of emergency ser-
vices Terrence McGregor said tides 
reached 3.8 feet above normal which 
caused tidal flooding in low areas of 
the counties. There were a few trees 
down and sporadic power outages 
during the storm, he said.

“We were fortunate that impacts 
from this storm were less than pre-
dicted. Now is the time to complete 
any unfinished preparations for your 
family to stay prepared for any future 
storm,” said McGregor.

Director of emergency management 
B. Wally Beauchamp declared a local 
emergency for Lancaster County, effec-
tive at 1:30 p.m. Friday, September 2, 
for severe weather threatening Lancaster 
County. The local emergency was lifted 
at 8 a.m. Sunday, September 4.

However, the area could experience 
tidal flooding for several days, noted 
McGregor.  Areas prone to such flood-
ing were likely to see minor flooding 

Above, property on Windmill Point Road falls victim to tidal flooding Sunday in the course of Tropical Storm 
Hermine. Photo by Madison White Franks 

Effects of Tropical Storm 
Hermine are minimal here

This pier was overcome at the peak of high tide at Windmill Point. Photo 
by Stacey Pittman

with each high tide through mid week.
Northumberland, Westmoreland, 

Richmond and Middlesex counties 
were also among localities declar-
ing a local emergency. Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe also declared a State of 
Emergency in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia on September 2.

Other than some shoreline erosion 
and some pier damage, nothing major 
has been reported in Northumberland, 
said county administrator Luttrell 
Tadlock.

State and local officials remind res-
idents the hurricane season continues 
through November 30.

by Madison White Franks

SCHOOL, continued on page A2
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Best In Show
My Potted Plant - Johnny Hayes

Memorial Awards
Pat O’Shaughnessy Memorial 
Sharp’s Island Light - Hal Tench
Kennedy Memorial 
Breaking News - Rose Nygaard
Jane Stouffer Memorial
Mom’s Coffee Pot’s - Marie Armstrong
Jim Hazel Memorial 
Unspoiled Universe - Jacquie Colligan

People’s Choice
Patty Richards - I’ve Got it

Blue Ribbon
Fireworks - Ralph Higgins
Harbor Scene -Mary Randolph Jones
Widget - Bonnie Murray
Designated Decoy - Mike Dirle
At the Edges - Marge Alderson

Red Ribbon
Life on a Hillside - Mary Ellis
Conflagration - Robin Sowell
At Home, Heredia #151 - Maggie Gilman
Reflections in Time - Mel Neale
Three Eggs - Bob Haynes
Mike - Anita Baker

Yellow Ribbon
Heron Spirit - Kathleen Noffsinger
Pink & Yellow Pears - Gary-Lou Upton
Weight Watchers - Judy Becker
Vase with a Shawl - Ellen Garvey
Soul Mother - Charles Albert Huckins
Jars Dressed for Market - Mary Jo Beswick
Still Life - Cheryl Mihill

White Ribbon
Oyster Tongs - Beth Burnside
Tropical Waters Vase - Gail Weyant
Rio Grande - Sukey Starkey
After the Race - Lisa Peters
So Cool - Elizabeth Eddowes
Boxed In - Jan Dobrowolski
Untitled I - Lella Lee Edwards
Love Birds - Sheila Zukor

Winners of the 2016
55th Annual Labor Day Show 

of the Rappahannock Art League

strategies as well as safety and 
discipline procedures. Together 
we hope this will allow student 
achievement,” said new high 
school principal Bruce Cook. 

The high school will add 
a dean of students, like the 
middle school, to help observe 
and coach new teachers in areas 
of need. Also, Cook, a certified 
turn-around specialist, will 
maximize efforts to help stu-
dents achieve their maximum 
potential and help the school 
become fully accredited. 

The school’s leadership team 
will meet twice monthly to 
review student data across all 
departments. A VDOE con-
tractor also will be available 
to make sure the reconstitution 
plan is being implemented.

Creating a plan of action 
to maintain focus on student 
achievement through monthly 
meetings among leadership 
will aid in reviewing indi-
vidual student needs. Division 
instructional coordinators will 
administer formative assess-
ments to continue professional 
development to increase the 
teachers’ ability to recognize 

HEATHSVILLE—Substi-
tute Commonwealth’s Attorney 
LaBravia Jenkins of Freder-
icksburg on Friday declined to 
remove Dana O’Bier as a Dis-
trict 1 member of the Northum-
berland County School Board. 
Instead, Jenkins filed a non-suit 
with the Northumberland County 
Circuit Court. 

 In July, a group of Northum-
berland citizens filed a peti-
tion to remove O’Bier from the 
school board. The petition was 
spearheaded by Horace Adams, 
Patricia Bell, Francis Kober and 
James Long. 

Although they collected 99 
names, 29 more than the 70 
needed on the petition, the case 
has been dismissed. 

“Although the Virginia Code 
designates the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney to prosecute petitions 
brought by voters to remove 
elected officials, it is inevitable 
that in a small community this 
will create at least the appearance 
of a conflict,” said Northumber-
land’s Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Jane Wrightson. 

“I asked the court to appoint a 
special prosecutor to pursue the 
petition because I wanted the par-
ties to be assured that it would be 
handled fairly and without any 
local issues or personalities get-
ting in the way. La Bravia Jenkins 
is highly respected throughout 
the state for her ability, integrity 
and judgment. Everyone in the 

community can be confident that 
this outcome was appropriate 
based on the evidence of the law,” 
said Wrightson. 

O’Bier said Jenkins found no 
evidence of misuse of office. 

“Though it seems clear that 
O’Bier had a motive in mind 
when she accessed and shared 
personal identifiable information 
about Northumberland Middle 
School students, the Common-
wealth cannot assert that the 
current evidence demonstrates 
that O’Bier misused her office as 
member of the school board by 
clear and convincing evidence,” 
said Jenkins. 

Jenkins further indicated the 
Commonwealth sought a non-
suit in this case because there 
is no evidence that proves that 
O’Bier is incapable or lacking 
adequate power, capacity or abil-
ity to carry out her duties as a 
member of the Northumberland 
school board. 

“Petitioners should be com-
mended on their efforts to con-
front what they perceive to be 
destructive behavior on the part 
of one of their elected officials, 
and, should additional facts or 
information come to light in this 
case, the Fredericksburg Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s Office 
will be available to review the 
information and determine 
whether further proceedings are 
appropriate,” said Jenkins. 

O’Bier said she will not sue the 
petitioners. “It’s not worth it,” she 
said.

HEATHSVILLE—A trial date 
of December 2 has been set for 
Heather Lynn Sebra of Farnham 
on charges related to an incident 
involving a student at Northum-
berland High School. 

Sebra was arrested on assault 
charges last week following an 
altercation at NHS, according to 
a statement by Northumberland 
County Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons. 

Sebra was arraigned in Juve-
nile and Domestic Relations 
Court September 2, at which 
time her attorney, Kenneth 
Kunkle, requested Judge William 
Lewis to withhold reading the 
charges. Kunkle also requested 
the December 2 court date.

The altercation occurred on 
August 30 between two NHS stu-
dents and Sebra. A video of the 
incident was recorded by other 
students and posted to social 
media, where it received nearly 
10,000 views. 

Charges also have been filed 
against one of the juveniles. 

According to Sheriff Lyons, 

“On August 30, 2016, at approxi-
mately 8 p.m. the Northumber-
land County Sheriff’s Office was 
notified of a physical altercation 
between two juveniles and an 
adult that had occurred in the 
cafeteria area of Northumberland 
High School. 

“Investigation by sheriff’s 
office personnel reveal that the 
adult intervened in a fight that 
involved two juveniles and during 
this intervention the adult, [iden-
tified as Sebra], struck one of the 
juveniles with an open hand. This 
information was obtained by wit-
ness interviews and by viewing 
video footage obtained from the 
school and from social media. 

“Evidence in this case was pre-
sented before a magistrate result-
ing in an arrest warrant for assault 
and a protective order being 
served against Sebra along with 
a juvenile petition served against 
one of the juveniles involved,” 
according to the statement.

Northumberland County 
school superintendent Dr. 
Rebecca Gates said Sebra was on 
school grounds to bring her son 
a piece of football practice equip-
ment he had forgotten.

which students need further 
help.

Like the middle school, the 
high school will have a des-
ignated time for reading each 
school day. Every student and 
staff in the school will partici-
pate in self-selected reading to 
continue growing in reading 
as a school system. This will 
enforce reading improvement 
and comprehension skills. 
Also, the corrective reading 
program will continue through-
out the next few years to make 
sure students are growing in 
reading skills. 

Implementation of a timely 
and effective benchmark strat-
egy will be put into place to 
emphasize analysis of data to 
ensure curriculum alignment 
with state requirements, mas-
tery of the material, and moni-
toring student progress so that 
the correct course of action can 
be made in time for students to 
improve SOL scores in spring 
2017. Daily remediation ses-
sions will be required for any 
student needing remediation. 

Changes in staffing also will 
allow a fresh start to improve 

SOL scores in the spring. To 
go along with the school’s 
improvement plan, teachers 
who have not shown growth in 
the 2015-16 school year will be 
put on a teacher performance 
improvement plan to allow 
additional resources, coach-
ing, feedback and structure to 
perform at a level for student 
achievement.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland Association for Pro-
gressive Stewardship (NAPS) has 
named Robert Parker the 2016 
Distinguished Citizen Award 
recipient  for his “positive influ-
ence on students and Boy Scouts 
for the last 20 years in the Nor-
thumberland Community.”

According to a citation signed 
by co-presidents Lee Allain and 
Dr. Lynton Land, Parker has 
worked in the Northumberland 
school system and at Rappahan-
nock Community College as “a 
superb educator, encouraging 
students to excel in math and sci-
ence.”

In 2015, he completed 14 years 
as Cubmaster and Scoutmaster of 
Pack and Troop 250.  Along the 
way, he has assisted scouts with 
many special projects supporting 
the community at large.

“We have had 22 boys com-
plete or still finishing Eagle Scout 
projects in the community,” said 
Parker. “These include several 
bridges on the nature trails, plus 
signage and educational boxes on 
those trails. Other projects have 
included erecting flag poles at 
the Sheriff’s office, two churches, 
and the Richmond County 
schools.”

Parker recently took advantage 
of a NAPS offer to take his troop 
on an Eco-Tour on the water to 
give them personal experience 
with the Chesapeake Bay envi-
ronment. The boat ride included 
close-up understanding of the sea 
life and bird life of the bay.

In February 2015, the Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-

NAPS names Parker ‘Distinguished Citizen’

Robert Parker

sors honored Robert M. and 
Patricia M. Parker with a county 
resolution for service to the 
county, children, and citizens. 
In addition, February 28, 2015, 
was declared to be Parker day 
throughout the county.

Parker’s Boy Scout service 
has included his sons. He noted 
that both of his sons earned their 
Eagle Scout ratings, and both did 
projects supported by NAPS.

His son, Ryan, is in his second 

year of graduate school, studying 
occupational therapy at Shenan-
doah University, said Parker. His 
son, Adam, is a sophomore at 
the University of Utah, studying 
outdoor high adventure program-
ming and therapeutic recreation.

As an educator, Parker has 
taught math at the public schools 
and at RCC.  He now heads 
the administration of the math 
courses at both RCC schools.

His Boy Scout activities extend 
to the national level as well. 
Parker reports that he is serving 
on the leadership team for the 
STEMQuest portion of the 2017 
National Jamboree at a major 
Scout facility in West Virginia.

“Our area exposes scouts to 
STEM in partnership with some 
20 exhibitors from universi-
ties and corporations. This year 
we will have participation from 
NASA, Lincoln Welding, the 
Army Corps of Engineers, and 
the West Virginia Department of 
Forensics Science,” he said.

The formal presentation of the 
Distinguished Citizen Award will 
take place at the NAPS annual 
social November 5 at the Bay 
Quarter Shores clubhouse.

Sebra to face charges
related to altercation
with a student at NHS

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
and Madison White Franks

Petition seeking O’Bier’s 
removal from school
board has been dismissed

by Madison White Franks

School improvement plan
continued from page A1
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PRESENTING…
“42nd Street”

“Come & Meet those Dancing Feet”
Saturday – February 4, 2017 – 2:00 PM

Ferguson Center for the Arts
$110.00 Non-Refundable

Due at Booking

Adventure Travel

804-436-9200     877-436-9200
“Come join us we’re going places”

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

START YOUR 
DAY RIGHT
Whole-grain steel-cut oats with flax, wild dried 
blueberries, toasted almonds and brown sugar

139 S. Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA
804-577-4103

and taste the love in our  

SAVOR PEET’S

B E R K E L E Y  1 9 6 6

FRONT PORCH
COFFEEHOUSE 
& GATHERING PLACE

www.frontporchcoffeehouse.com

 Perennials
 Grasses

 Vines
 Shrubs

 Trees
Native Plant Sale

Saturday, September 17  9:00am-noon
Wicomico Parish Church
Route 200, Wicomico Church 22579

No Early Sales                                               nnnps.org   

Northern Neck Native Plant Society

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

YARD SALE!
Saturday, Sept. 10th  ·  7am ‘til Noon
Bethel-Emmanuel United Methodist Men’s Building

Rt. 201 South in Lively, VA

Household items, tools, sporting goods, appliances, electronics, 
cooking utensils, furniture, pots & pans-dishes, bicycles, gas 
burning (wood type) stove $600, 6 pc (like new) queen size 
bedroom set $1,000 and treadmills!  Ladies selling linens, 

pictures & books. Food available, coffee, pastry, cold drinks and 
much more… Proceeds are shared with youth programs, local 

charities, volunteer services, churches & the needy. 

Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
charges against five individuals.
Felonies

Kathryn A. George, 51, 
of Mosquito Point Road was 
arrested for felony and misde-
meanor credit card fraud.

Wallace E. Rice, 51, of Lara 
Road was charged August 31 
with felony larceny-third or sub-
sequent offense.
Misdemeanors

A Topping man, 55, was 
charged August 29 with con-
tempt of court.

A Campbell Road man, 35, 
was charged August 31 with 
three counts of contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor. 

A Buzzards Neck Road man, 
27, was charged August 31 with 
personal trespass by computer.
Activity report

Aug. 26: Staff responded 
to the 2300 block of Irvington 
Road for a disturbance (civil inci-
dent), to a walk-in complaint of 
an assault/damage to property 
by threat, and to Rappahannock 
Drive for a person needing assis-
tance.

Aug. 27: Staff responded to 
Lively to assist Virginia State 
Police (VSP) with a vehicle 
search, to Johns Neck Road for 
a small child wandering in the 
road (child was located safely), 
to the 100 block of Meadowview 
Lane for a landlord/tenant com-
plaint, to the 700 block of Sage 
Hill Road for a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint; responded to the 
400 block of North Main Street 
to assist emergency medical ser-
vices with a medical condition, 
to Lancaster Tavern for the report 
of a verbal disturbance (nothing 
found on arrival), to Chinns Mill 

for a reported two-vehicle traf-
fic crash (no crash located), to 
Kamps Mill Road for a two-vehi-
cle traffic crash, to the 100 block 
of Oak Farm Road to check the 
welfare of a subject requested by 
a concerned citizen, to Windmill 
Point for a possible intoxicated 
driver.

Aug. 28: Staff responded to 
the 400 block of Old Salem Road 
for the report of shots fired, to an 
off-road vehicle crash off Grif-
fins Landing Road (med-evac 
involved), to a reckless driver 
in the White Stone/Kilmarnock 
area, to the 100 block of Holly 
Haven Road for a domestic dis-
turbance with injury; responded 
with VSP to the 100 block of 
Hickory Hill Lane for a nude 
male who entered the home of a 
neighbor.

Aug. 29: Staff responded to a 
walk-in complaint of annoying/
harassing text messages, to the 
100 block of School Street with 
Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to a mental health emer-
gency, and to a report by an off-
duty deputy of several equipment 
violations on a vehicle that he 
had observed. Staff also received 
a citizen’s report of an IRS scam 
telephone call, and a report of 
fraud involving the use of iTune 
cards and how to get a refund.

Aug. 30: Staff responded to 
Holly Lane for an unauthorized 
use of a vehicle (determined 
that it had already been reported 
and investigated by Richmond 
Police Department), to the 100 
block of Bay Drive for a sudden 
death; to a walk-in complaint for 
a subject in need of a protective 
order, to First Street for the report 
of a suspicious vehicle parked 
in a commercial lot, to the inter-
section of Old Salem Road and 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

■ Bridge closed
Cat Point Creek Bridge on 

Naylor’s Beach Road in Rich-
mond County will be tempo-
rarily closed to vehicle traffic 
September 13 and 14, for the 
removal of damaged utility 
poles owned by Northern Neck 
Electric Cooperative.

Detour routes will be posted 
during the day and the bridge 
will be open for night traffic.

■ Emancipation marker
Robert Carter III’s 1791 

Deed of Emancipation ulti-
mately freed more than 500 
enslaved African Americans. 

On September 10, a Vir-
ginia Historical Highway 
Marker, noting the eman-
cipation, will be dedicated 
at the Old Courthouse, 72 
Monument Place, Heaths-
ville, where Robert Carter III 
recorded the Deed of Emanci-
pation in 1791. The ceremony 
will begin at 10 a.m.  

NEWS 
BREAK

■ Barbecue competition
Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 

Tavern, 73 Monument Place, 
Heathsville, will hold the 
second annual BBQ Masters 
Competition September 17 as 
part of the Heathsville Farmers 
Market. Teams of one or more, 
headed by a “pit master,” will 
be asked to barbecue chicken 
thighs and ribs on the prem-
ises. The public will be able to 
watch the teams as they pre-
pare and barbecue their meats.

 First prize is $200; second 
prize is $100; third prize is 
$50. There is a $25 entry fee 
for the competition. For entry 
forms and complete rules, 
visit rhhtfoundationinc.org, or 
call 580-3377.

■ Solar co-op
Middle Peninsula Solar 

Co-op will hold an Informa-
tional Session at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, September 12, at 
Rappahannock Community 
College, 12745 College Drive, 
Glenns. There will be opportu-
nities to ask questions.

VA SUN director Aaron Sutch 
will describe in detail the co-op 
process and its projected time-
line. Tom Crockett will report on 
the Hampton Roads Solar Tour. 
Johnny Cornett will report on 
proposed RCC courses on solar 
panel installation. 

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will sponsor 
Refuse To Be A Victim, a crime 
prevention and personal safety 
seminar, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
September 24 at The Chesa-
peake Bank Training Center, 
35 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which 
includes all program materials 
and light refreshments. Pre-
registration is required. Regis-
ter at refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-
be-a-victim.aspx; rprclub.com; 
410-5905 or NNRTBAV@
gmail.com. 

Lancaster Drive for a two-vehicle 
traffic crash (vehicles were gone 
on arrival), with KPD to the 100 
block of New South Road for an 
assault, and to the 100 block of 
Oyster Way for a domestic dis-
turbance.

Aug. 31: Staff responded to 
the 200 block of Merry Point 
Road to check the welfare of a 
resident in the Keep Safe pro-
gram, to the report of vehicles 
racing on Merry Point Road, to 
the 400 block of Buzzards Neck 
Road for the report of a domestic 
disturbance involving weapons, 
to the 400 block of Youcomico 
Drive for the report of a suspi-
cious vehicle in the area; and 
received a complaint of a reckless 
driver in the area of Old Salem 
Road and Lancaster Drive.

Sept. 1: Staff responded to the 
600 block of Black Stump Road 
for a report of a vehicle attempt-
ing to drive into a residence (later 
found to be a repossession crew 
in the vehicle), to a walk-in com-
plaint for a subject wanting to 
obtain a protective order, to the 
4200 block of Merry Point Road 
for a subject with mental health 
emergency, to James B. Jones 
Highway with KPD for a domes-
tic disturbance, and to the 100 
block of Queenstown Road for an 
overturned vehicle with injuries.

Sept. 2: Staff responded to 
the 17800 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a domestic disturbance 
with alcohol involved, with KPD 
to the 100 block of Heatherfield 
Court to investigate a sudden 
death, to the 500 block of Rap-
pahannock Drive for a logging 
truck driving recklessly, to the 
100 block of Eagle Point Road to 
investigate the reported theft of 
business equipment (phones and 
headsets); and received a citizen’s 
complaint of vehicles speeding 
on Oak Hill Road. 

Sept. 3: Staff responded to 
the 200 block of Campbell Road 
for a complaint of loud music by 
a neighbor, to the 400 block of 
North Main Street for an unruly 
trespasser (subject served with 
a no trespass notice), with KPD 
to the 400 block of North Main 
Street for a minor traffic crash 
involving a moped, to the 100 
block of Campbell Road for 
another report of loud music in 
the neighborhood, to the 5000 
block of Mary Ball Road for sev-
eral juveniles riding bikes in the 
middle of the road and were not 
yielding for traffic; and received 
a complaint of trees and power 
lines down at the 8600 block of 
Mary Ball Road. 

Sept. 4: Staff responded to the 
2400 block Merry Point Road to 
investigate a vandalized vehicle, 
to the 3700 block of Merry Point 
Road for a reported verbal dis-
agreement that included vandal-

Octoberfest Duck Pin
Bowling Tournament

Saturday, October 1, 2016
11:00 Tournament Start

The Northern Neck  
Kiwanis Club presents

The 1st Annual

More information, contact: 
 

ism to a vehicle, to the 100 block 
of Washington Street to inves-
tigate a burglary, to Lancaster 
Shores after receiving a com-
plaint of under-aged drinking, to 
Buzzards Neck Road after receiv-
ing a report of weapons being 
discharged in the highway, to the 
4900 block of Irvington Road for 
a report of a subject being stalked 
(protective order issued), and to 
Windmill Point Road for a pos-
sible intoxicated driver.

Staff also conducted 37 traf-
fic stops, issued 16 summonses, 
assisted nine motorists, investi-
gated 15 building alarms, pro-
cessed two mental health orders, 
logged three inmate transports, 
received 19 E911 hang up calls 
and fielded 10 calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
fire/smoke alarm on North Main 
Street and with the Upper Lan-
caster VFD to a traffic crash on 
Berkeley Forest road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Queenstown Road and assisted 
Richmond County with a traffic 
crash on Edge Hill Raod.

The White Stone VFD 
responded to a dock fire on Crab-
point Road.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

One of the most recognizable faces in the 
Northern Neck has passed from our midst. 
He was Innis Wood, a gentleman endowed 
with a multitude of gifts that he found plea-
sure in sharing with others. When he was a 
teenager, his family moved from Richmond 
to Northumberland County, and after his mil-
itary service in the Army during the Korean 
War, he spent most of his professional career 
at the Naval Base at Dahlgren.  

In retirement he and his wife, Dixie, moved 
home to Wicomico Church, where they lived 
in a home they built in the woods. Next to the 
house was Innis’s shop, where he had every 
tool imaginable, all neatly displayed where 
he could put his hands on any one of them 
whenever necessary.

Innis drove a pickup, and usually enjoyed 
the company of his Labrador retriever, 
Chance. If ever a dog deserved the adjective 
“faithful,” Chance was that animal. Typical of 
his breed, he was friendly to everyone he met, 
and therein completely reflected his mas-
ter’s personality. When Chance died he was 
mourned far beyond his own family.

In any discussion of electrical subjects, 
Innis, and his lifelong friends, Tom Northern 

and Billy Dameron, were literally the house-
hold names that one repeatedly used. Innis 
thrived on complex wiring systems that he 
could plot out and execute with total preci-
sion.  

His work was sealed with his minutely 
drawn diagrams of all that he did. In that 
respect, when reading his writing, drawings 
and enumerations, the client had to pause to 
realize that he was reading handwriting, for 
Innis’s penmanship was the closest to print 
media most of us ever could see.

From his former career prior to Dahlgren, 
working for Virginia Power and Northern 
Electric Cooperative, Innis became the recog-
nized authority on glass and pottery electric 

insulators. He could describe when different 
models were used, which were more collect-
ible than others, and what the load-bearing 
capacity of each could be, although he did 
not collect them himself.

Innis and Dixie enjoyed their home in the 
woods, but the water had its own appeal, and 
they bought a lot in Ball’s Neck, where they 
built a new home, accompanied, of course, 
with a new workshop for Innis. Throughout 
his life, tools were Innis’s abiding toys, and 
he found as much pleasure with using them 
productively as an adult as he had playing 
with them as a child.

He particularly liked the waterfront of his 
new home because of its biological diversity 
that attracted wildlife and native plant spe-
cies. His creek was a peaceful place, as Innis 
was a peaceful man. He and nature blended 
together to form a genuine harmony that 
brought him great happiness.  

In retirement he undertook projects for 
others, at times appearing before local gov-
erning bodies on behalf of his clients. He 
shined in those venues, with his exquisitely 
ordered presentations, and his ability to field 
whatever questions were forthcoming.

Innis’s multitude of talents went along with 
a deep ability to reason. He could explain 
complicated situations and events with utter 
clarity. He was conservative at every step 
across the span of his lifetime, and he was 
saddened by the decline of personal respon-
sibility that characterized the modern era. He 
had faith in traditional values in education 
and in politics, and rued their abandonment 
in the face of contemporary culture. Know-
ing Innis, how could anyone disagree, as 
those were the values that had produced him?

Life for Innis was a gift, and he used that 
gift productively, whether taking his boat 
out for a fishing trip, or walking through the 
woods, or in a duck blind hunting, or most 
importantly being of service to others. He 
had studied his family history, particularly 
that of his ancestors who lived through the 
War Between the States, which he found to 
be the most engaging of pastimes. Now he 
has become a part of that history, and his 
descendants will be able to look to his life 
for inspiration, as he had done to those who 
preceded him.

Innis Hazelgrove Wood, Jr., October 16, 
1932 – August 31, 2016.  R.I.P.

Next to the house was Innis’s 
shop, where he had every 
tool imaginable, all neatly 
displayed where he could 
put his hands on any one of 
them whenever necessary.

Focal Point

Cats adopt hibiscus plant.

Photo by Maggie Elbourn

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

An August 18 letter, “Elec-
tion is Rigged,” claimed “The 
election is rigged. By Republi-
cans. For Republicans.” 

The writer then insinuates 
that Voter ID, reduced early 
voting and similar efforts to 
assure free and fair elections is 
an effort to rig elections. We all 
have heard about voting fraud. 
The problem is real, wide-
spread, and substantial to the 
point it can decide elections.

In 2012, the non-partisan 
Pew Research Center released 
an astounding report that 
“approximately 2.75 million 
people have active registra-
tions in more than one state.” 
The same report observed that 
“24 million—one out of every 
eight—active voter registra-
tions in the United States are 
no longer valid or are signifi-
cantly inaccurate.” More than 
1.8 million deceased individu-
als are listed as active voters.

A study by Old Dominion 
University concluded that 14% 
of foreign nationals (both legal 
and illegal) were registered 
to vote in U.S. elections. The 
study further concluded that 
almost half of them actually 
voted. As a reminder to the 
letter writer, the law forbids 
non-citizens to vote in state 
and federal elections.

The North Carolina Board of 
elections found that there were 
35,570 instances of “double 
voting” in the state in 2012. 
These voters shared the same 
first and last name and dates 
of birth of people who voted 
in other states. Another 765 
North Carolinian voters shared 
the same name and the last four 
digits of their Social Security 
number with voters elsewhere.

The claim by Democrats that 
the requirement for Voter ID is 
an undue hardship because so 
many poor people do not have 
photo IDs is especially rich. 
Consider, for example, the 
Affordable Care Act (Obam-
acare). The first requirement 
listed to sign up is “Govern-
ment Issued ID.” Is curbing 
fraud and abuse really rigging 
the election?

Ron Benson,
Merry Point

Voter ID
laws matter

On behalf of the users of 
Taylors Creek Road, Weems, 
I would like to acknowledge 
the efforts of VDOT adminis-
trators Carter White and Mr. 
Harper to make satisfactory 
repairs to this road.

Too often we fail to 
acknowledge the good work 
done by VDOT and their con-
tractors. We lived with a mess 
after a poor reconstruction of 
the road a decade ago.

VDOT administrators 
and their contractor, Lee 
Hy Paving, have given us a 
smooth, decent and durable 
road.  

Tom Nolte,
Weems

Road repairs
well received

The Republican Party has 
officially declared they have 
no interest in governing. Their 
sole interest is in making cer-
tain that nothing is done about 
the challenges facing us—
immigration, infrastructure, 
jobs, trade, the economy—the 
Republican Party does not 
want to solve a single problem.

 We know this because the 
GOP has told us they are not 
interested in governing. On 
August 26, two influential 
Republican strategists pub-
lished an op-ed article in the 
Washington Post in which 
they reveal the GOP plan: 
First, concede the 2016 Presi-
dential election to Hillary Clin-
ton; then, focus on the 2018 
mid-terms and the 2020 Presi-
dential election.

 They make four suggestions 
for Republicans. The second 
suggestion says it all: With a 
Republican House, attention-
getting hearings can be held 
every week on the inevitable 
missteps in a Clinton admin-
istration. The domestic scene, 
from the economy to health 
care to trade to infrastructure, 
will quickly ripen for congres-
sional oversight.

 Now we see the GOP 
playbook for the next four 
years: Don’t govern. Don’t deal 
with critical issues. Instead, 
obstruct the Clinton adminis-
tration with contrived hearing 
after contrived hearing . . . in 
front of the TV cameras . . . 
feeding talking points to the 
rightwing pundits. This is a 
clear admission that the GOP 
has no interest in governing. 

 Rob Wittman, our do-noth-
ing “representative,” is a part 
of this obstructionism. Add to 
his inaction on legislation the 
fact that Wittman now plans 
to spend his time running for 
governor, we in the First Con-
gressional District cannot 
expect any representation from 
Wittman or his Republican col-
leagues.  

 In November, we need to 
send Wittman off to run for 
governor full-time and vote for 
Matt Rowe, a young man who 
will work for us and who will 
govern, not play silly games.

 Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Vote for Rowe

We don’t mock pitiable char-
acters, but that doesn’t mean 
we should go easy on Donald 
Trump. 

Another writer—Roger 
Cohen— listed a number of his 
distinguishing features: bully-
ing, petulance, egomania, igno-
rance, inconsistency, mendacity, 
racism, arrogance, disorganiza-
tion, misogyny and his hair-trig-
ger temper. That’s an extensive 
list, but I would add his untrust-
worthiness, cruelty, vanity, vul-
garity and amoral lifestyle.

He is pitiable, because a 
person like Trump can never 
be satisfied. He can never be 
content. He will always feel a 
grievance because he can never 
get the world to give him what 
he considers his due. From the 
Christian point of view, such 
a person has little hope of ever 
finding what is said to be “the 
peace that passes understand-
ing” (his sham conversion not 
withstanding). I expect it is the 
lack of peace—a war within 
himself—that resonates so 
deeply with his followers.

Trump channels his anger, 
his own sense of thwarted per-
fection, and it is picked up by 
people with their own pent up 
anger. But the anger of his fol-
lowers is more legitimate than 
his. They are upset about their 
personal condition and the 
general condition of the coun-
try. There is no denying our 
country has its troubles. There is 
no denying that the economy is 
rigged, and many in the crowds 
of Trump’s followers are the 
ones it is rigged against.

But Trump’s anger is not 
the same as theirs. If he should 
achieve the pinnacle of world 
power, he will have won his 
crown and have every motive 
and every opportunity to cast 
his followers aside. They will be 
stiffed as he has stiffed others. 
They will get nothing but a pot 
full of disappointment, which 
they will share with the rest of 
the country.   

We may pity Donald Trump’s 
deformed character, but we must 
not make him President of the 
U.S. 

 Earl Simpson,
Wake

A pitiable
candidate

WANTED: Pre-1925 copies of the Record.
As part of our 100th anniversary celebration, we are searching for 

issues missing from our archives. Search your attic; the oldest 
copy wins a free Rappahannock Record subscription for life! 

The Northumberland 
County Democratic Party 
will meet Thursday, Sep-
tember 15, at Northumber-
land Public Library, 7204 
Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville.

The meeting will open at 
6:30 p.m. with a “chat and 
chew,” followed by a business 
meeting at 7 p.m. The agenda 
will include an update from 
campaign organizer Julia 
Bellinger. She will report 
on campaign progress on the 
Northern Neck.

“If we are to beat the 

clearly defined opposi-
tion, we must volunteer to 
phone bank and canvass,” 
said chairman Frank Kober. 
“Julia is organizing several 
phone banks and canvassing 
crews.”

The guest speaker will be 
the Rev. Tom Coye. Although 
he has recently retired from 
full-time church service at 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, Kilmarnock, he 
continues to serve various 
community ministries, most 
notably Linking Hope and 
Help Inc., said Kober. 

Campaign organizer 
to meet with Democrats



1940
Baseball, America’s favorite pastime, was an important activity in the North-

ern Neck when the adjacent article appeared in the September 5, 1940, issue of 
the Rappahannock Record. It announces the winner of the Chesapeake Baseball 
League championship.

In those days, and continuing into the 1950s, almost every local community 

teams in Kilmarnock, Irvington, White Stone, Lively, Ottoman, Wicomico 
Church, Callao, Reedville, Warsaw, and more. Described by some as semi-

umpires for each game.
Wicomico entered the 1940 playoff with a 7-2 record, according to a previous 

article. Irvington’s record that year was 6-2 (one game was rained out).

Stone and Northumberland Rotary clubs.
As the Record prepares to celebrate its 100th anniversary, we are looking 

back over some of the more than 5,000 issues that have appeared since 1916. A 
special section that will include notable front pages and other features through 
the years will be published on October 6, and the Record will host an open 
house on October 7.

A Record every Thursday

affected your life or that of an organization with which you are associated. Do 
you remember some of the characters who produced the paper and the atmo-

Please jot down a paragraph or two (200 words or less) describing your 

fred@Rapprecord.com.

Youth contests planned
-

sary by entering an essay contest or crafts contest. 
Prizes will be awarded for the top three essays (300-word limit) from middle 

second- and third-place winning essays in each division will be published in the October 28 issue of the Record.
Primary school students are invited to win prizes by creating craft items using copies of the Rappahannock Record. Surplus 

-

Win a lifetime subscription

to add to the collection.

-

paper will win a free Record subscription for life!
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Lancaster County
 

Tuesday, 

President/Vice President
Districts 1 and 2
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DOMINION VIRGINIA  
POWER REBATE  

RECEIVE UP TO A

$1,600 REBATE 

ON A QUALIFYING SYSTEM PURCHASE.

804-462-0640
www.redlawmechanical.net

2798 White Chapel Road, Lancaster, VA 22503
Quality HVAC Service

RECEIVE UP TO A

$250
CALL DEALER FOR DETAILS.

AND

Ask about how one of our energy efficient Lennox 
systems can earn you a federal tax credit!

WITH 9.99% FINANCING*

OFFER EXPIRES 11/25/2016.
*On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $275 to $1,600. Some restrictions apply. One offer available per 
qualifying purchase. See your local Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details.**See your local Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details.  
Some restrictions apply.
© 2016 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer available per qualifying purchase.

Don’t be nuts. Don’t delay.  
Call today for your truple play.

CUSTOM DESIGNED &  
BUILT GREENHOUSES

 Year Round Fresh Greens, Vegetables,  
 Fruit, Herbs and Flowers.

 Year Round Seasonal  
 Growth Protection.

 Year Round Protection  
 From Deer, Squirrels & Insects.

Call Today For A 
Free Consultation:
(804) 435-6141

Do More of What You Love to Do All Year Round.

In honor of all 9/11 First Responders, our community First Responders and  
their immediate family members are invited to join us for a complimentary Sunday Brunch  

on September 11th from 9am – 11am at the Kilmarnock Inn.  
 

Reservations are required. Please call 804.435.0034.

As we remember and mourn all those that we have lost, we must be thankful  
 

 
 

 
and immediate family members only on September 11th.

Record of the Past

District 4 Sen. Ryan T. 
McDougle, chairman of the 
Republican Caucus in the 
Senate of Virginia, will speak 
at the September meeting of 
the Northumberland County 
Republican Committee.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, September 14, 
at the Woman’s Club of Nor-
thumberland, 2890 Northum-
berland Highway, Lottsburg, 
reported Bill Kling.

Sen. McDougle is a Mechan-
icsville attorney and former 
prosecutor in the office of the 
Hanover County Common-
wealth’s Attorney.

In the Virginia General Assem-
bly, he has been a strong advocate 
of improving public safety and of 
protecting children from perpe-
trators of child pornography, said 
Kling.

He also has sponsored leg-
islation requiring all persons 
charged with violent felonies 
to submit DNA samples to be 
checked against the state DNA 
database. Additionally, in 2006 
he sponsored the law known as 
the Virginia Back to School Sales 
Tax holiday, said Kling. 

Sen. McDougle represents 
Northumberland, Lancaster, Car-
oline, Richmond and Middlesex 
counties and parts of Hanover, 
King George, Spotsylvania and 
Westmoreland counties. His 
committee assignments include 
the senate rules; courts of justice; 
transportation; agriculture, con-
servation and natural resources; 
and rehabilitation and social ser-
vices. 

Sen. McDougle also serves on 
the Virginia Code Commission, 
the Joint Commission on Admin-
istrative Rules, and the Supreme 
Court’s Committee on District 
Courts.  He is also Chairman of 
the Board for the Opportunity 
Educational Institution, which 
was established by the General 
Assembly to oversee and help 
reform schools denied accredita-
tion by the Virginia Department 
of Education. 

Sen. McDougle graduated 
from Lee-Davis High School. 
He has a bachelor’s in political 
science and history from James 
Madison University.  He earned 
his juris doctor degree at the 
Marshall-Wythe School of Law 
at College of William and Mary.

He and his wife, Robyn, live in 
the historic Cold Harbor area of 
Mechanicsville with their daugh-
ter, Reagan.

McDougle 
will address
Republicans

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
Available Almost Anywhere!

Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula
“Live Person” 800 Support Line
Phone service bundle available
Call Northern Neck Satellite
(804) 450-4851

We are getting a  
MAKE OVER!

Excuse us on September 11, 12 &13  
while we improve!

Join us from 10-5, September 14-15 for our

GRAND RE-OPENING!
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?Rivah Antiques & Accessories

What’s going on at
Rivah Antiques 
& Accessories?

New Gifts
Clothing
NNK Souvenirs

Jewelry
Hostess Items
T-Shirts

Simply Southern
Cocktail Napkins
Cards

Refreshments & Special Sales!
10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE*

 *Must present ad to receive discount, exclusions apply                      Expires 9/30/16
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We deeply regret having to cancel the  
3rd Annual “Raise the Roof” Craft Beer Fest  

at Historic Christ Church & Museum.

Thank you to our sponsors for your support.

For more information, please visit 
christchurch1735.org

PLATINUM BUSINESS PARTNER

GOLD BUSINESS PARTNERS

SILVER BUSINESS PARTNERS BRONZE BUSINESS PARTNERS
Hanley Electrical Services

Ransone’s Nursery & Maintenance

Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury

Tri-Star Supermarket

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

COPPER BUSINESS PARTNERS
Bluewater Seafood & Deli

Chesapeake Bay Chip Co.

Conway Plumbing Service

Currie Funeral Home

Dunton, Simmons & Dunton, L.L.P.

Joseph B. Elbourn & Son Electrical

IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate

The Local Scoop Magazine

Northern Neck Fence Co.

Northern Neck Seamless Gutter Service

Northern Neck Mechanical

Open Door Communications

Rappahannock Concrete

Select Properties of Virginia Real Estate

Urbanna Builders’ Supply Co.

The “Shred-It” truck
will be in our parking lot!

SELECT PROPERTIES OF VIRGINIA
4503 Irvington Rd.

A Community Service
for our Area

Friday, September 16, 2016
10AM - 12PM

Questions? Call 804-438-5339

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton Town Council will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. today, Septem-
ber 8, in the Town Hall, 235 
Steamboat Road, Irvington.

Following a call to order, 
the Lancaster County Clerk of 
Circuit Court will swear in the 
mayor and town council mem-
bers.

The agenda will include 
committee reports and the fol-
lowing items of old business: 
Storage building, oak tree 
fence, new office emails, build-
ing and maintenance issues, 
and the acquisition of a speed 
warning device.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 
5 p.m. today, September 8, in 
the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 39 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville.

The board will hear from Vir-
ginia Department of Transpor-
tation representatives, school 
superintendent Dr. Rebecca 
Gates and Chuck Walsh of the 
Middle Peninsula Northern 
Neck Community Services 
Board.

Northumberland County 
Circuit Court Judge R. Michael 
McKenney and Clerk Debo-
rah Bingham will address the 
board regarding a case imaging 
system for Circuit Court. 

Public hearings slated at 
7 p.m. will address land use 
applications submitted by:

storage/mini-storage center at 
8 Lake Road, Lottsburg. 

Gruben for a 100-foot wind 
turbine at Apple Grove Road 
and Cobbs Hall Lane, Kilmar-
nock. 

and Donna Briggs, applicant, 
to operate a bed and breakfast 
at 441 Main Street, Reedville. 

  Supervisors also are 
expected to make a decision on 
a tabled application submitted 
by Dawn Mahaffey for a dog 
training facility/small com-
mercial kennel at 445 Fountain 
Gate Road, Heathsville.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
planning commission for 
Kilmarnock will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, September 12, 
in the Kilmarnock Town Hall, 
1 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock. 

The commission will hold a 
public hearing to solicit public 
comment on proposed amend-
ments to zoning ordinances 
regarding solar energy sys-
tems, breweries and distilleries.

HEATHSVILLE—Nor-
thumberland County will 
begin billing for emergency 
medical service on October 1. 

Billing will apply to all 
rescue squad and ambulance 
service, whether by the volun-
teer squads or the county full-
time crews. 

County officials will conduct 
five informational meetings to 
explain the program. The meet-
ings will last about one hour. 
Unless otherwise noted, all 
meetings will be held at 7 p.m.

Meetings will be held: 
-

berland County General Dis-
trict Court, 220 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville. 

Northumberland County Sher-
iff ’s Office, 195 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville. 

September 13, Fairfield’s 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
119 Main Street, Reedville. 

September 14, Callao Volun-
teer Rescue Squad, 1348 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Callao. 

September 19, Northum-
berland County Community 
Center, 979 Browns Store 
Road, Wicomico Church.

(Reprints from the July 19, 
1925, issue of the Rappahan-
nock Record)

North Weems
Miss Hannah Davis, of 

Merry Point, visited at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. M. M. 
Haydon Sunday.

Mrs. Frank Benson accom-
panied Mr. And Mrs. Taylor 
to Baltimore Sunday to spend 
awhile.

Mr. and  Mrs. Lewis Atkins 
was a dinner guest at the home 
of his daughter Mrs. Bert 
Kellum, Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Haynie 
and family of Alfonso and Mr. 
Addie Marsh, son and two 

daughters of Miskimon, spent 
Sunday at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. L. Marsh.

Mr. and  Mrs. Richard Lut-
trell and family are spending 
awhile at Fleeton.

Tom Kellum is in Washing-
ton this week.

Mr. L. E. Ashburn, Sr., is 
quite sick at this writing.

During Wharton Grove 
Camp meeting our Sunday 
School will be at 10 o’clock 
each Sunday morning, instead 
of the afternoon, at Claybrook 
Church.

Foxwell
Mrs. Cora Abrams returned 

home from the hospital 

Wednesday morning where she 
was  has been four weeks. She 
was operated on for appendi-
citis several weeks ago and 
is now with her mother, Mrs. 
J. H. Shelton. We are glad to 
know she is improving and will 
soon be able to be out with her 
friends again.

Lots of sickness around the 
neighborhood; someone sick in 
most every family, owing to the 
severe heat and no rain.

Mr. H. A. Gaskins and family 
visited his father Sunday in the 
home of Mrs. H. F. Ingrm.

Misses Leone and Willie 
Meekins visited  their sister 
last week, Mrs. Emma Beagle.

We were glad to know that 

 There are three very 
poorly maintained proper-
ties in our otherwise well 
cared for neighborhood. 
Grass is allowed to get high 
enough to provide homes 
for snakes and other crit-
ters, trash and junk cars 
adorn the lawns. Even 
though these homes are 
occupied by owners, they 
appear to be abandoned.

We have called the 
county and been told that 
the situation isn’t bad 
enough yet for them to 
intervene, but we residents 
who are concerned that 
our property values might 
be going down because 
of it, feel quite differently. 
Is it possible to politely 
approach the owners with 
our concern?

Busy Body in the Village 
of Weems

Dear Busy Body,
Appearances can be deceiv-

ing and to your credit you 
obviously wish to take the kind 
approach to changing the unat-
tractive ones at your doorstep. 
Perhaps the inhabitants of one 
or more of the homes in ques-
tion are unable, due to age or 
illness, to keep their property 
in the condition they would 
wish.

You would be well within the 
bounds of human kindness to 
approach them, tell them you’ve 
noticed their property seems to 
have gotten ahead of them, and 
ask them if you could help (if 
you are in fact willing to) or get 
someone else to do so for them.

Realistically, you might 
receive an impolite response. 
Some of us either didn’t have 
moms who made us clean up 
our rooms, thereby preparing 
us for being conscientious yard 
keepers, or we wore our moms 
down and they turned us over 
to  the natural consequences we 
would reap in adulthood from 
being slobs.

I spoke with the zoning 

administrator and the direc-
tor of planning for Lancaster 
County. Although there is no 
ordinance dealing with grass 
cutting (except for Johnson 
grass, which is apparently a tall, 
evil, noxious red-seeded entity 
that constitutes a threat to the 
public’s  well-being), there is 
a solid waste ordinance.  Citi-
zens may report their concerns 
of unsightly/unhealthy condi-
tions due to trash and debris to 
the director of planning at 462-
5081.

If a phone number is known 
for the resident of the house 
in question, the owner will be 
called. If no phone number is 
known, a letter will be sent, 
giving the owner a certain 
length of time to comply with 
county requirements. I didn’t 

ask what would happen if the 
resident didn’t comply, but I’m 
thinking it might have some-
thing to do with serving time 
with Johnson grass involved 
somehow.  

Kudos to you for being will-
ing to talk with the your neigh-
bors. If they are less than cor-
dial, remember first that their 
response says more about them 
than it does about you, and then 
dial. 

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail 
your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time 
and space allow. You may con-
tact her at youarepolite1@veri-
zon.net and visit her website 
at becauseyouarepolite.com. 
RSVP!   

YESTERYEAR
the fishing was a little better 
last week.

Millenbeck 
Miss Jennie Warren, who has 

been teaching school in Mary-
land the past term, has returned 
to her home at Millenbeck.

Mr. Vivian Carter has 
returned to his at Myer’s Creek, 
after working a long time in 
Baltimore.

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Doggett 
and family have returned to 
their home in Baltimore, after 
spending awhile with the gen-
tleman’s parents. Miss Nannie 
Doggett returned with them.

Mr. Stuart Oliver is sporting 
a Ford coupe.

Mrs. Gussie Crump of Ala-
bama is visiting her parental 
home at Myer’s Creek.   We are 
very glad to have Mrs. Crump 
with us again as she took a 
great part in the church work, 

and was also our organist for a 
long time.

White Stone
Miss Johanna Winegar has 

returned from a brief  visit in 
Moorestown, N.J. Her twin 
sisters are now visiting in the 
same home.

Dr. H. M. Wharton and son 
of  Wharton Grove camp were 
pleasant callers in our town on 
Monday.

Miss Gladys Cooper 
returned to her home at Bur-
gess Store Sunday, after a 
two week’s visit with her 
sister, Mrs. Herbert Hender-
son.

Mr. William Mitchell of Bal-
timore was the week-end guest 
of Miss Della Miller.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The Agenda
Local Government News

Because You Are Polite
                                  . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

KILMARNOCK—The Rap-
pahannock Record office will 
be closed Friday, September 9, 
while a remodeling project is 
in progress. 

The office will reopen at 9 
a.m. Monday, September 12.

Regular deadlines will be in 
effect. The deadline for display 
advertising is 5 p.m. Monday.

The deadline for classified 
advertising and news is noon 
Tuesday.

Record will
close Friday


