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Back-to-school on Tuesday
Public school students in Lancaster and Northumberland counties return 
to classes on Tuesday, September 6. Above, Northumberland Middle School 
math teacher Kim Jett prepares her classroom for sixth- and seventh-
graders. Find more back-to-school news on the school pages, C6-8. Photo by 
Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—The 26th annual Bay Seafood Festival will be held 
Friday, September 9, at Camp Kekoka,1083 Boys Camp Road, Kilmarnock. 
Gates will open at 4:30 p.m., with food service from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Tickets are $50 per person and include an all you-can-eat menu, soda and 
water. Adult beverages are available for purchase.

Tickets are nearly sold out, reported Kilmarnock-Irvington-White Stone 
Rotary president Stuart Bunting. The KIWS Foundation sponsors the event. 
No tickets will be sold at the gate.

“We have lots of room, so come and enjoy all you can eat seafood, blue 
skies, remarkable water views, and dance the night away to Liquid Pleasure,” 
Bunting said.

Patrons may arrive by land or water, and there will be ample parking, great 
anchorages and even a free water taxi, he said.   

Nicknamed “Party with a Purpose,” the Bay Seafood Festival has been donat-
ing the net proceeds to local charities for the past 25 years. Donations from last 
year’s event totaled over $22,600. More than $300,000 has been distributed to 

Friends enjoy seafood, music and fellowship at the Bay Seafood Festival. 

‘Party with a Purpose’ at the Bay Seafood Festival September 9
Bay Seafood Festival
Date: September 9
Time: 4:30-10 p.m.
Place: Camp Kekoka
Menu: All-you-can-eat 
seafood and more
Band: Liquid Pleasure
Fee: $50 per person
Purchase tickets:
KIWSrotary.com,
or 800-777-9717

NEWPORT NEWS—The Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Commission 
(VMRC) on August 23 unanimously 
agreed to maintain a moratorium, 
started on February 23, 2016, on the 
sale of new oyster licenses for working 
public oyster grounds. These licenses 
require an “all gear resource user fee” 
that allows oystermen to use one or 
more gear types to harvest oysters.

The commission noted there would 
be no new sales of gear licenses until 
the number of user fee holders drops 
below 600. There are currently 991 
active license holders in the state, said 
Dr. Jim Wesson, head of VMRC’s 
oyster replenishment program.

“No one will lose a license, except 
by their own choice,” noted VMRC 
Commissioner John Bull after the 
commission approved the measures 
intended to lower the number of public 
fishery oyster licenses. 
License transfers

The new plan also introduces stricter 
regulations on the ability of current 
watermen to transfer a license. The 
new rules state that individuals may 
transfer a license only to immediate 
family members or to another individ-
ual “if the transferring individual has 
40 or more days of oyster harvesting 
during the previous calendar year.” 

The number of days worked by an 
oysterman will be determined from 
oyster buyer records.

Over time, this new rule is designed 
to eliminate part-time oystermen 

VMRC takes steps to eliminate part-time oystermen

Watermen of Virginia Engaged executive director Lisa Carol Rose addresses the Virginia Marine Resources Commission during last week’s public hearing 
regarding restrictions on oyster harvesting. She harvests oysters on the Rappahannock River with family members aboard the Lady Lindsay. Rose urged 
commissioners to listen to the watermen who, she said, have more knowledge of the state’s oyster beds than many scientists. Photo by Larry Chowning

by Larry Chowning

(those who work under 20 days) from 
transferring their license, thus elimi-
nating the license from the fishery, said 
Wesson.   

VMRC also will grant exemptions 
to the 20-day rule based on lost time 
from work due to medical hardship or 
active military service.
Rotating cycle

VMRC has a two-year rotating cycle 
of harvests on productive public oyster 
grounds in state waters. Many of these 
grounds are small. When the season 
opens in October, over 100 boats usu-
ally crowd into the open area, creat-

ing boat jams and the quick harvest 
of market-size oysters taken from the 
beds.   

Wesson indicated criticism toward 
part-time oystermen is that they arrive 
on the first days of the season to catch 
the “gravy,” and then go back to their 
full-time jobs when limits are more 
difficult to land. This leaves full-time 
oystermen who go out every day with 
a struggle to catch their limits.

The comeback of oysters in Virgin-
ia’s waters has enticed “gold diggers” 
(part-time watermen with a gold rush 
mentality) to jump into the fishery, 

taking product and dollars away from 
full-time watermen who depend on 
oysters to “feed their families,” he said.

“There are only two ways that we 
feel we can control this, either by 
controlling what each person catches 
(reducing bushel limits) or we lower 
the number of people in the business,” 
said Wesson.

At the hearing, watermen argued 
that lowering catch limits would 
make it unprofitable for full-time and 
part-time oystermen to make a living. 
Tangier Island Watermen’s Associa-
tion president Dan Dize said he and 

members of his association agree with 
Wesson’s method of getting part-tim-
ers out of the fishery, and are opposed 
to lowering limits.

The increased effort in harvest-
ing Virginia oysters is largely due to 
a decades-long revival of the state’s 
oyster fishery, said Wesson. Virginia’s 
harvest—which includes aquaculture, 
growing oysters on privately-leased 
state grounds, and independent oyster-
men who work public grounds—has 
grown from a low of 24,000 bushels 

LANCASTER—The board of 
supervisors’ reserve account is a 
little lighter after it was discovered 
that the county had not paid $65,290 
in administration fees to the Eco-
nomic Development Authority.

The fees, which are assessed from 
bond issues for private, non-profit 
and government entities, date back 
to 2003. As the only revenue source 
for the EDA, they are used to help 
fund projects like the Youth Works 
Summer Employment Program and 
the Virginia Oyster Country Pro-
gram, according to county adminis-
trator Frank Pleva.

“I believe that this situation 
arose as a result of a misunder-
standing within the finance staff 
as some annual fees were paid, 
but most were not paid even 
though they were included in most 
adopted annual fiscal year bud-
gets,” reported Pleva. “Those fees 
reverted to the general fund reserve 

like other unspent county funds.”
Bridge work

Painting of the mid-section of 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge is expected to begin in about 
four to six weeks with a completion 
date of March 23, 2018.

Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation’s Lancaster residency admin-
istrator Carter White told supervi-
sors August 26, “The project will 
cost $8.872 million with a $3,200 
per day bonus for early completion, 
capping at $92,000, and a $2,200 
per day penalty fee” for each day 
the project extends beyond March 
23, 2018. 

A public meeting is scheduled for 
September 28 at Lancaster Middle 
School to announce details concern-
ing traffic delays during the project.
Land use

Following public hearings, the 
board rezoned a 3.66-acre parcel 
at 1833 Davis Mill Road from resi-
dential (R-1) to general agriculture, 
at the request of John W. Hollowell 

Jr. The board also authorized a spe-
cial exception to allow Hollowell 
to operate a boarding kennel on the 
property.

Supervisors also rezoned a 6.998-
acre parcel off Irvington Road, near 
Dream Fields, from R-1 to commer-
cial-conditional to allow Michael 
Nonnemacker to operate a service 
repair shop on the property.
Other action

The board approved a winning 
bid from the Bank of Lancaster 
for a short-term general obliga-
tion taxable revenue loan for up to 
$1,750,000. The loan will cover up 
to three-and-a-half months of rev-
enue for the county until it starts 
collecting annual property taxes in 
December.

Martin Roofing Company of 
Kilmarnock won a bid to replace 
the roof over the Social Services 
Department building. The winning 
bid was $34,895 plus a $50 per unit 
price for replacement of plywood, as 
needed.

County to pay back fees to EDA; 
and borrow up to $1.75 million

by Audrey Thomasson

VMRC, continued on page A2

‘PARTY WITH A PURPOSE’, continued on page A2
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RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and
is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
804- 436 - 9309, ralgallery.com

August 31 - September 10

Reception September 2, 5-7pm

Custom Sewing, Custom Embroidery,  
Slipcovers, Draperies, Cushions, etc.

Tuesday - Thursday 10-5
Other days and times 

by appointment
1417 Tappahannock Blvd.

(804) 443-2154 or (804) 513-9681

charities over the years.
The club is proud that this 

is a community affair with 
local companies and non-
profits manning the food and 
beverage booths, he said. 
Businesses and individuals 
provide a variety of donations 
towards the silent auction and 
the raffle.

It took over 40 volunteers 
and two days to set up last 
year’s event, said Rotary 
member Cassie Leichty.

  “We would not be able to 
pull this off year after year, 
without the time, talent and 
commitment given by so many 
of our members, contributors 
and friends,” she said.

The Festival has become 
one of the area’s signature 
events, added member Peter 
Kane. All you can eat menu 
choices include clam chowder, 
crab cakes, steamed shrimp, 
oysters, soft shell crabs, fish, 
barbecue, salad, French fries, 
sweet potato fries, corn on the 
cob, coleslaw, hush puppies 
and ice cream. A coffee bar 
has been added this year.     

Liquid Pleasure from 
Chapel Hill, N.C. will perform 
from 7 to 10 p.m. The dance 
and show circuit band has 
been performing for almost 
30 years. Their repertoire fea-
tures a variety of Top 40, rap, 
rock, beach music, oldies and 
disco, said Bunting. 

They have paired with greats 
like Chuck Berry, Eddie Floyd 
and Ben E. King, and later, 
Whitney Houston, The Four 
Tops, The Temptations and 
Aretha Franklin.      

Tickets may be ordered at 
KIWSrotary.com, from any 
KIWS Rotary member, or call 
800-777-9717. Visit the Bay 
Seafood Festival Facebook 
page for updates. 

in 2003 to a high of 659,000 
bushels in 2014 with a dock-
side value of $33.8 million. 
Licenses for the public grounds 
fishery have increased from 661 
in 2013, to 877 in 2014, to 991 
in 2015. 

Also, the use and efficiency 
of a legal 21-inch-wide oyster 
hand dredge, along with lower 
catch limits and increased dock-
side value per bushel have all 
resulted in increased efforts to 
harvest Virginia oysters, accord-
ing to fishery officials. Before 
the restriction on the number 
of oyster licenses was imposed, 
the small dredge enabled more 
people to enter the business. 

With lower limits and the 
smaller dredge, oystermen can 
work and carry the smaller 
payload in 20 to 25 foot out-
board-powered skiffs which, in 
the past, has encouraged part-
timers to jump into the fishery, 
according to fishery officials.   
Pocomoke Sound

Wesson also noted the 
number of oystermen in the 
fishery is putting stress on Vir-
ginia’s overall oyster popula-
tion, particularly in areas such as 
Pocomoke and Tangier sounds. 
He said spat count numbers are 

In recent years the public oyster rocks have been crowded on the opening day of the Virginia 
oyster season. VMRC hopes to reduce the number of oystermen in the public fishery. Photo by 
Larry Chowning

VMRC wants fewer oystermen
continued from page A1

Spat attaching to crabs
E. Wayson Christopher caught this crab in one of his pots in 
10 feet of water l/2 mile north of Dividing Creek. The crab had 
over 100 oyster spat on it, reported Betty Christopher.

“way down” in these areas.     
Wesson recommended that all 

of Pocomoke Sound and parts 
of Tangier Sound go on a three-
year harvest rotation cycle, 
which would have closed all of 
Pocomoke Sound for the 2016-
17 oyster season. 

However, Saxis Island and 
Tangier Island oystermen 
argued that closing Pocomoke 
Sound would bring undue hard-
ship on their communities. The 
islanders said they depend heav-

ily on the winter oyster season. 
Oystermen also questioned 

Wesson’s reports that show a 
decline in oysters in Pocomoke 
Sound.

VMRC voted not to accept a 
staff recommendation to close 
these beds but instead autho-
rized the matter to be referred 
to VMRC’s Shellfish Advisory 
Board “for discussion,” which 
will allow these oyster grounds 
to be open at the start of the 
season in October.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland  board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, September 8, at 
the Northumberland County Courts Building, 39 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

Public hearings slated at 7 p.m. will address land use applica-
tions submitted by:

Road, Lottsburg. 

Apple Grove Road and Cobbs Hall Lane, Kilmarnock. 

operate a bed and breakfast at 441 Main Street, Reedville. 
Supervisors also are expected to make a decision on a tabled 

small commercial kennel at 445 Fountain Gate Road, Heathsville. 

COLONIAL BEACH—The Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission will meet at 9 a.m. Thursday, September 8, at the 
PRFC Building, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

Public hearings will address proposals to:

on the same trip.

licenses.

The agenda also will include a crab harvest report, an Oyster 

a finfish committee report, an Oyster Management Reserve Pro-
gram report, a presentation on the American Eel YOY Survey 
by Dr. Troy Tuckey of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, 
updates on the Potomac River Atlantic menhaden harvest, possible 
NRG Energy oyster funding and Dominion Power coal ash issue.

Also on the agenda is a summary of the August Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission meeting, adoption of the 2016-17 
gill net season dates, and adoption of the 2016-17 oyster season 
dates, days and time limits and daily bushel limits.

WHITE STONE—The White Stone Town Council will 
meet September 15, instead of the regular meeting date, tonight, 
September 1.

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall, 433 Rap-
pahannock Drive, White Stone. 

Council voted last month to move the September meeting date 
from the first Thursday to September 15 to accommodate vaca-
tion schedules for several of council members.

Returning councilmen William Hubbard, Blair Kenyon and 
Paul Elbourn, plus newly elected member Drew Hubbard, will 
be sworn in at the September 15 meeting. 

WARSAW—The Cat Point Creek Bridge on Naylor’s Beach 
Road in Richmond County will be temporarily closed to vehicle 
traffic September 13 and 14, for the removal of damaged utility 
poles.

Detour routes will be posted during the day and the bridge will 
be open for night traffic, reported Andrew Packett of Northern 
Neck Electric Cooperative.

The utility poles, owned by Northern Neck Electric Coopera-
tive, were damaged during the February tornado, said Packett. 

“Thank you for your patience and understanding on September 
13 and 14 as the damaged utility poles are removed,” he said. 
“Please share this information with your friends and neighbors 
who travel this route.”

The member-owned cooperative serves over 18,800 homes 
and businesses in Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond, West-
moreland, King George and Stafford counties. 

Cat Point Creek Bridge
will be temporarily closed
to traffic September 13-14

The Agenda
Local Government News

‘Party with
a Purpose’
continued from page A1
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All Wines and Gifts 25% Off,  
Starting Friday, August 26TH

In Our Tasting Room
Open Friday through Sunday, 12-6 PM
3138 Jesse Dupont Memorial Highway, 

Heathsville, Va 22473
804-580-4944 www.athenavineyards.com

Athena Vineyards & Winery  
Has Been Sold!

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

AUDITION for 5 Great Shows
Thurs. & Fri., Sept. 8 & 9, 6:30-9

Sat., Sept. 10, 10-1*
Players Theatre

16217 Richmond Rd., Callao
Actors & Volunteers.  Teens - 90s!

All levels of experience welcome. We train!

529-9345 

STEP INTO THE SPOTLIGHT

IRVINGTON 
FARMERS 
MARKET

This Saturday
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Rivah Antiques & Accessories
43 S. Main St. Kilmarnock

mall on Main Street in Kilmarnock

804-436-7781

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 
seven individuals.

Felonies
Jennifer L. George, 36, of Sandlin Drive was 

charged August 25 with five felony counts of 
credit card forgery, one felony count of credit 
card fraud and five misdemeanor counts of credit 
card fraud.

Robert J. Redmond, 38, of Henrico was 
charged August 25 with felony distribution of a 
controlled substance.

Misdemeanors
A Johns Neck Road man, 30, was charged 

August 22 with brandishing a firearm.
A Hampton man, 28, was charged August 24 

with contempt of court. 
A Church Hill Circle woman, 20, was charged 

August 24 with assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Burnt Wharf Road woman, 60, was charged 
August 24 with assault and battery. 

 A Gunther Lane woman, 32, was charged 
August 25 with possession of marijuana. 

Activity report
August 22: Staff responded to the 4900 of 

Irvington Road for a traffic hazard involving a 
boat a trailer, to the 600 block of Rappahannock 
Drive for a suspicious vehicle, to the 100 block of 
Wesley Terrance for a vandalism of rental prop-
erty, and to the 100 block of Turner Lane for an 
unauthorized use of an automobile.

August 23: Staff responded to Devils Bottom 
Road for a single-vehicle traffic crash, to the 
10400 block of Jessie duPont Memorial Highway 
to assist with traffic control at a structure fire, to 
the 600 block of Gaskins Road for a domestic 
assault with injury, to a walk-in complaint of a 
suspicious person at the 100 block of Irvington 
Road, and to the 1300 block of Irvington Road 
for the report of a suspicious vehicle.

August 24: Staff responded to the 100 block 
of Reynolds Farm Road for a civil complaint 
involving a tenant, to the 600 block of Rappahan-
nock Drive for the theft of property, to the 500 
block of Southport Lane for a trespasser, to the 
2500 block of Irvington Road for a burglary, and 
to a walk-in complaint of an assault.

August 25: Staff responded to the 2500 block 
of Irvington Road for a theft of cash, to the 1200 
block of Belmont Drive for a forgery of a checks 
and grand larceny, to the intersection of River and 
Belle Isle roads for a two-vehicle traffic crash, 
to Lancaster Shores for an unlicensed driver of 
a motor vehicle, and to the 200 block of School 
Street to assist Kilmarnock Police Department 
with traffic control at a fire call.

August 26: Staff responded to Black Stump 
Road for a traffic hazard caused by a downed 
tree.

Staff also conducted 10 traffic stops, assisted 
three motorists, handled two calls for traffic con-
trol, investigated two building alarms, logged 
six inmate transports, received five E911 hang 
up calls and fielded three call for animal control 
service.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock, White Stone and Upper Lan-

caster volunteer fire departments responded to a 
structure fire on Jessie duPont Memorial High-
way.

smoke alarm on School Street, a traffic crash on 
Devils Bottom Road and with the White Stone 
VFD to a brush fire on Rio Vista.

The Upper Lancaster VFD also responded to a 
traffic crash at River and Belle Isle roads.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this week reported 
charges against 37 individuals.

Felonies
Michael Jermain Veney, 43, of Callao was 

charged August 10 with breaking and entering in 
the night time and robbery.

Isiah Leon Perry, 32, of Reedville was charged 
August 10 with felony disregard of law enforce-
ment and speeding.

Devon Traven Veney, 33, of Heathsville was 
charged August 17 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 

of a Substance I or II drug. He was arrested by 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

Charles Lloyd Taylor, 34, of Hague was charged 
August 17 with a capias to show cause issued by 
the Northumberland County Circuit Court for a 
probation violation. Taylor was arrested by the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

Sara K. Preston, 34, of Callao was charged 
August 17 with a felony charge of possession of 
a Schedule I or II drug.

Alicia S. Darby, 25, of Farnham was charged 

from the Northumberland General District 
Court for a pre-trial services violation. Darby 

was arrested by the Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Brian Combs, 30, of Warsaw was charged 
August 19 with a capias to show cause for testing 
positive for cocaine. Combs was arrested by the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

Reginald D. Lee, 37, of Lancaster was charged 
August 20 through a capias from Newport News 
Circuit Court with two counts of probation vio-
lation. The original charges were abduction and 
robbery.

Jason Peddicord, 27, of Heathsville was 
charged August 25 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County Multi-Jurisdictional 

Substance, Schedule I.
William Lawrence George, 40, of Reedville 

was charged August 26 with a capias to show 
cause from the Northumberland County Circuit 

-
ments of the body also were issued by the Nor-
thumberland County General District Court for 
failing to appear in court on two different dates.

William Lawrence George, 40, of Reedville 
was charged August 27 with assaulting a police 
officer and resisting arrest. These were Northum-
berland County warrants and they were served by 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

Misdemeanors
A Callao man, 52, was charged August 6 with 

assault on a family member.
A Richmond man, 48, was charged August 

7 with failure to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court. He was arrested 
by the Hanover County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 71, was charged August 7 
with petit larceny.

A Heathsville woman, 41, was charged August 
7 with assault and battery.

A Heathsville woman, 32, was charged August 
8 with assault and battery.

A Heathsville man was charged August 9 on a 
summons for a dangerous dog.

A Callao man, 32, was charged August 11 with 
assault and battery of a family member.

A Burgess man, 29, was charged August 11 
with damaging property.

A Heathsville man, 23, was charged August 
12 with failing to appear in the Northumber-
land County General District Court. The original 
charge was possession of marijuana.

A Heathsville man, 34, was charged August 12 
with criminal trespassing after being forbidden to 
do so.

A Heathsville man, 28, was charged August 13 
with drunk in public.

A Callao man, 32, was charged August 15 
with violating a protective order twice. He was 
arrested by the Virginia State Police.

A Hague man, 33, was charged August 15 with 
failing to appear for arraignment. 

A Heathsville man, 31, was charged August 15 
with failing to appear in court.

A Heathsville man, 55, was charged August 18 
with failing to appear for trial. 

A Heathsville man, 38, was charged August 19 
with disregard of a law enforcement signal and 
driving suspended.

A Lottsburg man, 29, was charged August 19 
with driving under the influence of alcohol, pos-
session of marijuana, reckless driving and refusal 
of the breath test.

A Callao man, 52, was charged August 19 with 
possession of alcohol after being interdicted.

A Weems man, 52, was charged August 22 
with a capias to show cause resulting in the revo-
cation of his bond, due to testing positive for 
alcohol. He was arrested by the Henrico County 
Police Department.

A Callao man, 74, was charged August 23 with 
stalking and trespassing after being forbidden to 
do so.

A Reedville woman, 23, was charged August 
24 with assault and battery of a family member.

A Heathsville man, 20, was charged August 25 
with assault and battery.

A Lancaster man, 55, was charged August 26 
with failing to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court for trial.

A Heathsville man, 37, was charged August 27 
with a violation of a protective order.

A Heathsville woman, 35, was charged August 
28 with assault and battery.

A Heathsville woman, 56, was charged August 
28 with assault and battery.

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office is investigating a 
break in that took place around 
3 a.m. July 30 at the Shell Sta-
tion in White Stone . 

A suspicious person was 
seen entering the store through 
the front door. The person 
was wearing gray pants with a 
black stripe along the side, and 
an orange hoodie over their 
head. The suspect entered the 
store and stole the petty cash 
which consisted mainly of 
rolled coins. 

Report information about 
a person that was seen in the 
area around this date and time, 
wearing an orange hoodie or 
someone that is making pur-
chases with a large amount 
of rolled coins to Lancaster 
County Crime Solves 462-
7463. 

You will not have to give 
your name or appear in court. 
Crime Solvers pays rewards up 
to $1,000 for information that 
leads to an arrest. 

LYELLS—Virginia State 
Police (VSP) Trooper V.J. 
Ubieta is investigating a two-
vehicle crash in Richmond 
County that resulted in a fatal-
ity. The crash occurred at 2:37 
a.m. August 28 on Historyland 
Highway, less than a mile east 
of Oldhams Road.

 A 2004 Hyundai Tiburon 
was traveling along History-
land Highway when it crossed 

the centerline and collided 
head on with a 2003 Mitsubi-
shi Diamante.

 The driver of the Mitsubi-
shi, Sabrina M. Bowens, 48, 
of Montross died at the scene. 
Her husband and a male juve-
nile are being treated at VCU 
Medical Center in Richmond 
for life-threatening injuries.

The male adult driver of the 
Hyundai is also being treated 

for life-threatening injuries at 
VCU Medical Center. A pas-
senger was transported to Riv-
erside Tappahannock Hospital 
for treatment of non-life threat-
ening injuries.

The cause of the crash 
remains under investiga-
tion and charges are pend-
ing, according to VSP public 
relations director Corinne N. 
Geller.

CRIME 
SOLVERS

Fatal two-vehicle accident 
remains under investigation

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Call today to receive your paper
and/or online subscription!

■ Crime prevention seminar
The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club will 

sponsor Refuse To Be A Victim, a crime preven-
tion and personal safety seminar, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. September 24 at The Chesapeake Bank 
Training Center, 35 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which includes all program 
materials and light refreshments. Pre-regis-

refuse-to-be-a-victim.aspx; rprclub.com; 410-
5905 or NNRTBAV@gmail.com. 

NEWS BREAK
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When Michael Nickerson, D.D.S. needed a double 
hip replacement, all the stars aligned. And Riverside 

orthopedic surgeon Tyler Wind, M.D., helped him get back to his 

dental practice with an improved quality of life and no pain. Find 

out about the right surgeon-right technique-right time combination 

that made him glad he got the procedure when he did. 

Read Dr. Nickerson’s story at 
riversideonline.com/jointstories.
Read
riverriver

If you’re living with joint pain 

call Northern Neck Bone & 

Joint Center at 804-443-8670 

today for a consultation.

My hips 
needed 

replacing and  
I couldn’t  

have picked a 
better time.

 Tyler Wind, M.D.

Ronald Landess DPM PC and Associates are pleased to welcome  
Joon S. Hwang D.P.M., podiatrist, to our practice and community.

Dr. Hwang is a well-trained reconstructive foot and ankle 
surgeon who was born in South Korea. Dr. Hwang received 
his B.A. at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor and went 
on to complete his medical degree at Temple University 
School of Podiatric Medicine. He completed three years 
of post-graduate residency surgery training at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Hospital in Binghamton, NY and Rubin Institute 
Advanced Orthopedics at Sinai Hospital in Baltimore, 
MD where he developed a thorough appreciation in all 
aspects of podiatric medicine, including but not limited to 

trauma surgery, reconstructive fore-foot and rear-foot surgery, wound care and 
sports medicine.

DR. HWANG’S AREAS OF INTEREST INCLUDE:
 
 

 
 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS. CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT.

Ronald Landess D.P.M. PC and Associates
Libbie Medical Center, 5700 Old Richmond Ave. Ste E24 Richmond Va

800-543-8701 & 804-282-6576
Medical Arts Building, Riverside Hospital, Ste 102, Tappahannock Va 22560

804-443-6400

LANCASTER—Supervisors last week 
joined with Middlesex County and the 
town of Kilmarnock in being honored for 
their innovation and cooperation in a new 
branding campaign to promote tourism.

The localities were recognized by the 
Virginia Association of Counties (VACo).

“It is amazing to see the collaboration 
between Middlesex and Lancaster coun-
ties. It is a tribute to the two counties,” 
said board chairman William Lee. “It was 
a leap of faith and it shows vision.”

While it took two years of planning, Vir-
ginia’s River Realm campaign launched in 
March on the web, social media and mar-
keting placement and is designed to attract 
“more people, staying longer and spend-
ing more money” as well as extend the 
tourism season, according to Kilmarnock 
deputy town manager Susan Cockrell.

She noted visitors are coming from the 
target areas of Virginia Beach, Washing-
ton, D.C., and Richmond. 

“Surprising, our demographics show 
56% male visitors and a younger demo 
at 25-34 showing the most activity, with 

nearly 100 email signups for our newslet-
ter,” said Cockrell. 

“You were there from the very begin-
ning, lifting the boats with the rising tide,” 
she said.

VACO director of policy development 
Larry Land noted there were 91 entries 
with 21 winners.

“Only the highest quality programs are 
winners,” said Land.

Programs are evaluated on innovative 
solutions, inter-government cooperation, 
and the ability to provide a model for 
others to work from, he said. 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened August 25 with 
Judge R. Michael McKenney 
presiding. 
Trials 

George Ball of Lancaster, 
charged with misdemeanor reck-
less driving, pled guilty and was 
fined $250 and given a restricted 
driver’s license. 

The case of Travers Eubank of 
White Stone, charged with two 
felony offenses of grand larceny 
and entering a house to commit 
assault and battery, was contin-
ued to November 15. 

Edward Lane of Farnham, 
charged with two felony offenses 
of manufacturing a controlled 
substance, was not prosecuted. 

William Larochelle of Heaths-
ville, charged with two felony 
offenses of gross wanton reckless 
care of a child and manufactur-
ing a controlled substance, pled 
guilty and set for sentencing on 
January 24. 

John Olmstead of Heathsville, 
charged with a felony offense 
of strangulation with wounds or 
injury, pled guilty and was sen-
tenced to supervised probation 
for two years. 

The case of Jason Peddicord 
of Heathsville, charged with a 
felony possession of a controlled 

KILMARNOCK—The Rap-
pahannock Pistol and Rifle 
Club will sponsor the nation-
ally acclaimed and award-win-
ning crime prevention and per-
sonal safety seminar, Refuse 
To Be A Victim, for area resi-
dents.

While the seminar is a pro-
gram of The National Rifle 

Association, it is not a fire-
arms related program, reported 
instructor Bob Heller.  

Refuse To Be A Victim 
seminars teach participants 
methods to identify dangerous 
situations and avoid criminal 
confrontations in the home, in 
public places, at work, while 
traveling, and in our cyber con-

nected world, said Heller.
Experts agree the most 

important factor in surviving 
a criminal attack is to have an 
overall safety strategy before 
it is needed, he said  Seminar 
participants are presented with 
a variety of common  sense 
crime prevention and personal 
safety strategies and devices 

RICHMOND—September 
is Bicyclist and Pedestrian 
Awareness Month in Vir-
ginia.

DRIVE SMART Virginia 
reminds everyone that safety 
on the road depends upon 
mutual respect. Bicyclists, 
motorists and pedestrians 
have reciprocal responsibili-
ties to ensure their safety and 
the safety of others.

Last year in Virginia, 78 
pedestrians and 15 bicyclists 
were killed due to traffic 
crashes.

“2015 saw a 25% increase 

in bicyclist fatalities com-
pared to 2014,” said DRIVE 
SMART Virginia executive 
director Janet Brooking. 
“Bicyclist and Pedestrian 
Awareness Month in Virginia 
is an opportunity for every-
one in the Commonwealth to 
commit to fostering a culture 
of traffic safety.”

Gov. Terry McAuliffe has 
recognized September 2016 
as Bicyclist and Pedestrian 
Awareness Month.

DRIVE SMART Virginia 
urges:

-

ginia’s 3-foot law when pass-
ing a bicyclist. Drivers must 
leave 3 feet of space between 
their vehicle and the bicycle.

-
fic laws, use hand signals and 
appropriate bicycle lights.

reflective clothing and keep 
to sidewalks and pedestrian 
crossings. Where there is no 
sidewalk, pedestrians should 
walk or run on the side of the 
road facing traffic.

-
ginia’s roadways to drive, 
walk, or ride distraction-free.

Members of the Lancaster board of supervisors and Virginia’s River Realm coordinators accept a Virginia Association of 
Counties award for their quality tourism promotion. From left are Middlesex economic development coordinator Michelle 
Brown, Wally Beauchamp, Kilmarnock deputy manager Susan Cockrell, William Lee, Butch Jenkins, VACo director of policy 
development Larry Land, Jason Bellows and Ernest Palin.

Tourism initiative earns recognition
by Audrey Thomasson

NORTHUMBERLAND 
COUNTY CIRCUIT
COURT REPORT

substance, was set for review 
September 13 following a mental 
examination. 

The case of Devon Robinson 
of Heathsville, charged with a 
felony offense of a probation 
violation and also a misde-
meanor offense of a probation 
violation, was continued to Sep-
tember 29. 

Angela Rogers of Warsaw, 
charged with a felony offense of 
manufacturing a controlled sub-
stance, was not prosecuted.

The case of Keyvone Wil-
liams of Weems, charged with 
two felony offenses of entering a 
house to commit assault and bat-
tery and grand larceny, was con-
tinued to November 15. 
Other cases

Andrew Yoho of Richmond, 
charged with malicious wound-
ing, was denied bond.

Erin Bierwirth of Providence 
Forge, charged with three felony 
offenses of a probation violation, 
was granted bond and the case 
was set for review October 25.

The case of Ray Smith of 
Weems, charged with a felony 
offense of violating a pre-trial 
service, was set for trial October 
13. 

The case of Lagasha Sydnor of 
Kinsale, charged with two felony 
offenses of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance, was set for trial 
November 3. 

by Madison White Franks

Crime prevention and personal safety seminars will be offered this fall
they may integrate into their 
daily lives while developing a 
heightened sense of self-aware-
ness of their surroundings.  

The Rappahannock Pistol 
& Rifle Club is a full service 
shooting sports club serving 
the residents of the Northern 

Neck and Middle Peninsula. 
The RPRC range in White 
Stone is open to members and 
their guests.

Seminars will be conducted 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sep-
tember 24 and November 5 at 
the Chesapeake Bank Train-

ing Center, 35 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Pre-registration is required. 

html, or Heller at 410-5905, or 
NNRTBAV@gmail.com.

Emphasis is on bicyclist and
pedestrian safety awareness

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.
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CUSTOM DESIGNED &  
BUILT GREENHOUSES

 Year Round Fresh Greens, Vegetables,  
 Fruit, Herbs and Flowers.

 Year Round Seasonal  
 Growth Protection.

 Year Round Protection  
 From Deer, Squirrels & Insects.

Call Today For A 
Free Consultation:
(804) 435-6141

Do More of What You Love to Do All Year Round.

Lancaster County Democratic Committee

Annual Democratic Labor Day Picnic

Monday, September 5

th

, 2016

4:00p.m. to 7:00p.m.

Masonic Lodge

 

Matt Rowe

Julia Bellinger

ASAP

 

The LCDC Annual Labor Day Picnic is our Major Membership Drive  

of the Year.

 

Great Conversation & Northern Neck Cookin’

50/50 raffle

Chicken, Hot dogs,  

Baked Beans &  

Potato Salad

Wine, Beer,  

Iced Tea  

& Lemonade

IRVINGTON—Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Canter-
bury’s culinary specialists 
Dot Taylor and Shirley Hen-
derson will demonstrate, pre-
pare and serve a delicious and 
nutritious lunch for the next 
Mind & Muscle lecture at 11 
a.m. on September 12.

“The menu is something 
that we created ourselves,” 
said Taylor. “It was actu-

ally a dish our residents 
enjoyed. We served this for 
another event and it got great 
reviews.” 

The “Healthy Choice 
Cooking” demo at RW-C will 
include marinated grilled 
salmon salad with tuxedo 
orzo, baby spinach, cherry 
tomatoes and toasted pine 
nuts with a lemon basil vinai-
grette. Along with the salad, 

participants will be treated to 
a banana nut muffin and fresh 
berries Romanoff with home-
made whipped cream.

This is a change from the 
originally scheduled Sep-
tember 12 lecture, but par-
ticipants will not be disap-
pointed. Taylor and Hender-
son will demonstrate how 
easy it is to cook using fresh, 
seasonal ingredients.   

Lectures are held in the 
Chesapeake Center Audito-
rium on RW-C’s campus at 
132 Lancaster Drive, Irving-
ton. The next talk will be at 
11 a.m. October 3. Residents 
and neighbors are invited to 
attend. 

The program will include 
a complimentary luncheon 
at noon following the lecture 
and a question and answer 

K I L M A R N O C K — B o n 
Secours Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital and the North-
ern Neck Family YMCA will 
offer free cholesterol, glucose 
and blood pressure screenings 
from 8 to 10 a.m. September 
12 at the YMCA, 39 William 
B. Graham Court, Kilmarnock.

The awareness effort is in 
honor of National Cholesterol 
Education Month in Septem-
ber.

 “BSRGH and the YMCA 
strive to promote a heart 
healthy lifestyle which includes 
knowing your numbers,” said 
BSRGH staff development 
coordinator Cathy Myers, RN. 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, too much 
cholesterol in the blood is one 
of the main risk factors for 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck (BGCNN) 
will hold a volunteer appreci-
ation luncheon at noon Tues-
day, September 6, at the club 
facilities at 517 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

“The BGCNN cherishes 
and depends on our wonder-
ful volunteers,” said opera-
tions director Patrick Creed. 

“We have just finished up 
our most successful Summer 
Program, serving an average 
of 152 kids daily, and we owe 
a huge thank you to our vol-
unteers who gave so much 
of their time and energy to 
helping us make it a special 
summer for all of our kids.” 

The luncheon on Tuesday 
is for current volunteers and 
anyone in the community who 

is interested in learning more 
and getting involved. It will be 
an opportunity to learn about 
new fall programs, meet the 
club’s dedicated staff, review 
the volunteer handbook and 
enjoy a nice lunch with fellow 
volunteers. 

“The success of the Boys & 
Girls Club relies on the con-
tinued generosity and sup-
port of our community not 

only financially, but also with 
the talents, time and energy 
that volunteers bring to the 
table,” said Creed. “Together 
we continue to make a posi-
tive impact on the lives of 
the children who need us the 
most.”

To learn more about vol-
unteer opportunities and 
BGCNN programs, call 435-
9696.

NORFOLK—Several Mem-
bers of the Lancaster County 
Lions Club recently attended 
the 37th annual Lions Medical 
Eye Bank Dinner at the Nor-
folk Yacht and Country Club.

Speaker William Proctor, 
chief executive officer of 
the Old Dominion Eye Foun-
dation in Richmond, dis-
cussed the close partnership 

between the two organiza-
tions, reported publicist Jim 
Ward. He commended the 57 
Lions Clubs in the District 
that own and support the eye 
bank, and noted that “in the 
last year the eye bank pro-
vided the gift of sight, in the 
form of cornea transplants 
and ocular tissue grafts to 
over 800 people.”  

The eye bank was again 
recently awarded “accredita-
tion as a full service eye bank 
for all functions: recovery, pro-
cessing, storage, tissue evalua-
tion, donor eligibility determi-
nation and final distribution, 
from the Eye Bank Associa-
tion of America,”announced 
eye bank board chairman 
Donald L. Burson. “There is 

no higher recognition.” 
He also expressed gratitude 

to Sentara Norfolk General 
Hospital, where the eye bank 
is based, for their continu-
ing support. He is “humbled 
by the selfless donors and 
their families who support 
us in our Mission as Lions to 
give the gift of sight,” added 
Burson.

From left are Lions Ed Kidwell, Jim Ward, Val Robinson, Mike Petty, Pam Kidwell, Dale Griggs, Jim Schmidt and Bob 
Reed.

Lancaster Lions attend eye bank dinner

Hospital to provide free
screenings at YMCA to
raise cholesterol awareness

heart disease and stroke-two 
leading causes of death in the 
U.S.

One way to prevent these 
diseases is to detect high cho-
lesterol so that folks can be 
treated accordingly. Screening 
is the key to detecting high 
cholesterol because high cho-
lesterol does not have symp-
toms. The National Cholesterol 
Education Program recom-
mends those ages 20 or older 
have their cholesterol checked 
every 5 years.

“Being aware of your 
health risks and conditions 
can motivate you to make the 
necessary changes to work 
toward a healthier heart,” 
said Myers. 

A fasting screening will pro-
vide the most accurate results 
for the cholesterol and glu-
cose screenings, so if possible, 
refrain from food and drink 
after midnight the night before 
the screening. 

Screenings are free and open 
to the public.

Boys & Girls Club to host volunteer luncheon

‘Healthy Choice Cooking’ is the topic for Mind & Muscle session
opportunity with the speaker. 
Reservations are required. 
Call 438-4000 to attend. 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Living here by the Chesapeake Bay we often 
think of restoration projects as being the 

work of Virginia and Maryland, but one of the 
bay’s most persistent champions is a Congress-
man from Pennsylvania, Glenn Thompson.

His district, which is largely agricultural, 
centers around the city of State College, the 
home of Penn State University. The headwa-
ters of many of the district’s creeks and trib-
utaries participate in the formation of what 
farther downstream becomes the Chesapeake 
Bay, thus making it part of our watershed.

Congressman Thompson is the chairman of 
the House Agriculture Committee’s subcom-
mittee on forestry, conservation and energy, 
an important position for one representing part 
of the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Last week 
I attended a program at Penn State sponsored 
by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
better known by its acronym, NFWF, pro-
nounced NifWif.

The Congressman was the featured speaker, 
and he addressed the topic of conservation 
measures that can keep nitrates and phosphates 
on the soil of the farmland, where they belong 
doing the good work of boosting agricultural 
production, rather than letting them pass into 

flowing waters where they ultimately go into 
the Bay, causing the problems that are harmful 
to marine life and water quality.

Good proponent of his district that he is, 
after the program I decided to ask the Con-
gressman for some tips for sightseeing, and he 
enthusiastically gave me a full day’s agenda. 
His hometown is Bellefonte, the seat of 
Centre County; the word is a French term that 
means beautiful fountain, a name given it by 
the French Foreign Minister Charles Maurice 
Prince de Tallyrand in the 1790s during his 

American exile while the French Revolution 
was ablaze in Europe.  

Tallyrand is perhaps the best historical 
example of political survival. He was a Catho-
lic bishop under the reign of King Louis XVI, 
became a leading proponent of the onslaught of 
the Revolution, realized when time had come 
to flee, and returned to represent France at the 
Congress of Vienna that ended the Napoleonic 
Wars, and later he died peacefully. His time in 
Pennsylvania, seeking financial gain from land 
speculation, almost certainly saved him from a 
fate of execution by guillotine.  

Bellefonte’s central park, a great green 
space amid many blocks of magnificent Vic-
torian Italianate architecture around the site of 
the fountain, bears his name. The city is hilly, 
and provides a wonderful exercise path for car 
weary tourists. It is replete with good antiques 
shops. The Brockerhoff House, a venerable 
old hotel, is one of the finest surviving large 
Italianate structures of its kind in America. 
The hotel contributes to the validity of the 
city motto, “Central Pennsylvania’s Victorian 
Secret.”

Time constraints did not allow us to visit all 
of the sites Congressman Thompson described, 

but we also went to Boalsburg, a beautiful 
early 19th-century town, also in proximity to 
State College. Perhaps because the highway 
has bypassed the town center, it has remained 
a time warp of fine architecture, unspoiled 
by modernity. Lunch in the old stone eatery, 
Duffy’s Tavern, built in 1819, was a culinary 
treat, worthy of that great building in which it 
was served.

Over the years I have spent many visits to 
our sister Commonwealth in eastern and in 
western Pennsylvania. On this trip I came, 
thanks in large part to Congressman Thomp-
son, to know and appreciate central Pennsyl-
vania. To go there is to go back in time archi-
tecturally, to see vast expanses of present day 
natural beauty, and to witness the work ongo-
ing at a great university campus that is worthy 
of a trip in itself. The week before this visit, 
Penn State had hosted one of the largest agri-
cultural exhibits in America, some aspects of 
which, particularly the tractors, still were on 
display.

When you think of improving the Chesa-
peake Bay, remember that we have a good and 
faithful friend up in the Fifth District of Penn-
sylvania.

The Brockerhoff House, a 
venerable old hotel, is one of 
the finest surviving large Ital-
ianate structures of its kind 
in America. The hotel con-
tributes to the validity of the 
city motto, “Central Pennsyl-
vania’s Victorian Secret.”

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

The moon, August 16, 2016.

Photo by Harriette Fishburne

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

For the past two years Nor-
thumberland County Public 
Schools have been in turmoil.

Although some good 
things have happened over 
this time, a black cloud has 
existed. Avoiding and ignor-
ing major issues and con-
cerns has led to the increase 
in  student disciplinary 
problems, decreased teacher 
morale, lack of community 
confidence in administra-
tion and poor student test 
grades.

Superintendent Rebecca 
Gates has single-handedly 
managed to keep the cloud 
in its place. At the end of the 
2014 school year, 23 teachers 
were not retained. The major-
ity left to get away from the 
poisonous atmosphere and 
methodologies associated 
with her administration.

Very few exit interviews 
were conducted. However, 
that majority of employees 
never had their email access 
terminated. As a result, they 
continued to receive student 
information emails while no 
longer employed at NCPS. 
This is a Family Educa-
tional Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) violation.

In 2016, the commu-
nity group ACME brought it 
to the attention of the admin-

Remove the
superintendent

One thing that makes 
America great is all citizens 
have a right to speak out and 
participate in government, 
from the local to the federal 
level.

Apparently the basic rights 
of citizens in a participatory 
republic have escaped the 
notice, much less the respect, 
of Ronnie Jett, the chairman 
of the Northumberland board 
of supervisors. The hallmark 
of Jett’s style is to be rude, 
to bully, and to treat anyone 
who disagrees with him in an 
arrogant, abrasive, and con-
descending manner.

Time and time again I have 
seen him behave in a dicta-
torial, un-American way at 
board meetings.

I am the latest in a long 
series of county residents 
treated to Jett’s viciousness.

I stood up to speak at a 
recent board meeting and 
before I finished the second 
sentence, Jett told me to sit 
down, “I am not going to put 
up with the fiasco like the 
school board meetings.” 

Apparently Mr. Jett has 
never heard of the First 
Amendment to the Constitu-
tion, guaranteeing all citi-
zens freedom of speech. Per-
haps when Donald Trump is 
through reading Khizr Kahn’s 
copy of the Constitution, Mr. 
Kahn will loan it to Ronnie 
Jett.   

Kitty Creeth,
Reedville

Speech stifled

This week I received a copy 
of the “Notice of Intent to 
Apply for Funding” required 
to be submitted by August 22 
by the Virginia Department of 
Transportation for the Norris 
Bridge replacement funding.

It is being processed on our 
behalf by the Northern Neck 
Planning Commission District 
(NNPDC). Delegates Ran-
sone and Hodges and Sen. 
McDougle promoted replacing 
the Norris Bridge. Lancaster 
and Northumberland boards of 
supervisors put forth a resolu-
tion to submit an application 
to replace the aging Norris 
Bridge.

However, the NNPDC under 
advisement from VDOT is 
processing an application to 
replace the superstructure only.

VDOT examined its options 
and had the choice to take the 
same 7 to 10 years in planning, 
studies, design, permitting and 
construction: Option A—spend 
$400 million on a new modern 
bridge, or Option B—spend 
$250 million on refurbishing 
the superstructure only.

Both options still include 
painting the bridge superstruc-
ture in the coming months for 
about $8 million. Replacing 
the superstructure will only 
add some width to the bridge; 
no new lanes or shoulders.

After the $250 million the 
bridge will still be “function-
ally obsolete,” as per VDOT; 
$250 million, plus the ongoing 
impacts due to construction 

Replacing the
superstructure
fails to solve
bridge status

I was so proud of team USA, 
and the reaction of the medal-
ists when the National Anthem 
was played. The clear message 
was “We are proud to be an 
American.” And also proud of 
the good sportsmanship when 
they didn’t win.

My favorite sport was the 
swimming. I was impressed 
with the way Michel Phelps 
had matured. A great swim-
mer, a proud papa and a fierce 
competitor and winner of the 
most gold medals, Michael 
presented a picture of a man 
who had faced his devils and 
won a victory over them.

The women swimmers were 
awesome as well. Watching 
their proficiency in the pool, 
and the way they were able to 
swim event after event, win-
ning most of them, I was struck 
by the fact that we don’t have 
the facility in Kilmarnock to 
encourage and train future 
Olympic swimmers. 

The YMCA pool was not 
designed or built for competi-
tions, but rather for water aero-
bics when it was part of the old 
Oakwood Fitness Center—pre 
Northern Neck YMCA.

I was equally proud of the 
gymnastic and other teams.

We can all take great pride in 
their achievements.

Pauli Dillard,
Wicomico Church

Go TEAM USA!

YOUR LETTERS
with the net result of a cat-
egorically “functionally obso-
lete” state asset.

A new bridge is a tool to 
serve economic development. 
A restored bridge is not. 

Would you wear a faded, 
time worn pair of patched jeans 
to a job interview or invest in a 
new pair of slacks to wear to a 
job interview?

One costs more but is an 
investment in your future. 

What is to be done? 
Tell VDOT to keep their 

expensive patch job and hold 
out for a new bridge.

It is time to write your rep-
resentatives again. Resources 
can be found at replacerober-
tonorrisbridge.org.

Susan Lovelady,
White Stone

One who murders is thought 
of as insane or a heinous being 
by American culture, but not so 
much in other cultures.

We use terms like sociopath, 
psychopath, criminally insane. 
Other cultures have honor kill-
ings, widow burning, bride 
dowry killings, and religious 
exterminations as part of their 
fabric. This highlights the 
danger with multiculturalism 
for a country. No rule of law 
could exist with these ingredi-
ents of multiculturalism.

No country can exist with 
multiculturalism. Just check 
with Lee Kuan Yew, the benev-
olent dictator who built modern 
Singapore out of a collection of 
Chinese, Indians, and Malays.

“The easiest way to get 
majority vote is vote for me, 
we’re Chinese, they’re Indians, 

No future with
multiculturalism

they’re Malays. Our society 
will be ripped apart. If you do 
not have a cohesive society, 
you cannot make progress.

“Thereafter, we knew that if 
we embarked on any of these 
romantic ideas, to revive a 
mythical past of greatness and 
culture, we’d be damned. So, 
there’s no return to nativism.” 

How did Mr. Lee build a new 
culture?  “… we would not 
have made economic progress, 
if we had not intervened on 
very personal matters—who 
your neighbor is, how you live, 
the noise you make, how you 
spit, or what language you use. 
We decide. Never mind what 
the people think what is right.”

In Singapore you could be 
imprisoned for not speaking 
English or for selling bubble-
gum. Along with preventative 
detention, caning was popular. 
Melding diverse cultures is 
tough.

Do not confuse diversity 
with multiculturalism. Mr. Lee 
didn’t. 

We have no future with mul-
ticulturalism. We don’t want 
the police state and loss of 
freedom this will bring. This is 
not something to leave to your 
children.

The motto found on our 
coins is E Pluribus Unum, 
meaning out of many, one. This 
is not a microaggression. It is 
the coin of the realm, or there 
is no realm.

Rodger Meredith,
Callao

istration. Only at that point 
was the situation corrected.

In February 2016 a disci-
plinary log issue was brought 
to Gates’ attention by a 
school board member. The 
issues surrounding the log 
were played out in the media, 
open and closed school board 
meetings.

In regards to FERPA, 
school board chairman Dean 
Sumner issued a letter May 
9, outlining how future issues 
would be handled in order to 
comply with the law. 

Throughout these difficult 
times, Rebecca Gates sat on 
the sideline and has done 
nothing. In both cases, no 
investigation was opened, 
conducted, or disclosed to 
the public. Gates has not 
once taken responsibility 
for any of the troublesome 
issues that have arisen in our 
schools.

The school board is 
divided. The community is 
divided. The children’s edu-
cation is suffering from the 
division. The issues will not 
resolve themselves. Avoiding 
issues will not make them go 
away. Rebecca Gates must 
be removed from our school 
system.

Steve Berman,
Heathsville

WANTED: Pre-1925 copies of the Record.
Search your attic; the oldest copy 

wins a free Rappahannock Record subscription for life! 

Lists invariably are never 
complete.

So it wasn’t a big surprise 
when friends brought it to my 
attention that the previously 
published list of music and 
venues I’ve recently enjoyed 
was incomplete.

Sho’nuff, I failed to include 
my friends in the DWD Gang, 
an up-and-coming band of rap 
performers.

I could have feigned mad-
ness, but instead let’s humor 
them.

Yes, I am a recent fan of 
rap. Once I was exposed to 
the content, flow and delivery 
of this genre of expression, it 
didn’t take long for me to git 
wit da program.

To keep it in context, I have 
yet to make it to da beach.

However, I’ve heard the 
DWD Gang regularly all 
summer long. Performances 
are mostly impromptu, late 
night or early morning exten-
sions of robust partying—but 
not necessarily.

I’ve heard the DWD Gang 
sound off—unofficially and 
off the record until now —at 
the Tides Inn, Los Patrones 
Mexican Restaurant, Trick 
Dog Bar & Bistro, Rappah-
annock Grill, Specials Wine 
Seller, Good Luck Cellars, at 
private residences, in the car, 
on the street and on the house.

They’ve performed mostly 
covers of artists like T.I., 
Drake, Lil Wayne, Eminem, 
Dr. Dre, 2 Live Crew, Big 
Sean, Jay-Z & Kanye West, 
N.W.A., Frank Ocean, Desii-
gner, Major Lazer, Fat Joe, 
Kent Jones, Iggy Azalea and 
Macklemore.

I’m sho da’s mo, but lists be 
crazy.

Covers have included “No 
Mediocre,” “The Motto,” 
“Mrs. Officer,” “Without Me,” 
“Forgot About Dre,” “Do 
Wah Diddy,” “Dance (A$$),” 
I Don’t XXXX with You,” 
“NiXXas in Paris,” “Auto-
mobile,” “Thinkin Bout You,” 
“Panda” “Bubble Butt,” “All 
the Way Up,” “Don’t Mind,” 
“Work” and “White Walls.”

I admit, before this summer, 
I barely tolerated rap and there 
might have been some hip-hop 
in the mix.

I fell into the same trap so 
many white folks do—I tried 
to compare it to the music of 
my people.

Now I consider it a totally 
separate art form and the chant-
ing, rhyming lyrics set to a beat 
make it more acceptable.

I’m even learning some of 
the words and attempting to 
join along.

Rap will never take the 
place of rock, country, blue-
grass,  gospel, reggae, blues, 
rhythm & blues, soul or jazz.

I’m still white. I will get a 
burn at the beach—even if it’s 
in my dreams.

And I’m proud to be a red-
neck.



1937
In the high tech world of 2016, it’s hard to 

imagine what progress was like 79 years ago. 
The adjacent clipping from the September 2, 
1937, issue of the Rappahannock Record gives 
some insight.

The headline notes that new phone direc-
tories had been issued for the area, and “327 
numbers are listed under the Kilmarnock 
exchange this year….an increase of six phones 
over last year.”

Progress was indeed slow when only six 
phones per year were added in Kilmarnock. 

The East Coast Telephone Company based in 
Warsaw provided the phone services. Heaths-
ville had 136 phones, Reedville had 115, and 
Warsaw had 331.

In the same issue, progressive times were 
noted on the waterfront, however. The Record 
reported that a “regatta held Saturday by the 
Rappahannock River Yacht Club was conceded 
to be the most colorful and most successful 
event of its kind ever held on the Rappahan-
nock.

“More than one hundred boats assembled 
at the mouth of Carters Creek with partici-
pants and spectators for the races. Many other 
people witnessed the races from the Weems 
and White Stone shores.

“Principal interest centered about Harry S. Eklof’s Restless II of Baltimore, a speed boat with 
a reputed speed  of over 60 miles per hour. This boat cut the waters of the Rappahannock at a 
speed believed to be faster than any other boat ever to race in this section,” the report continued.

As the Record prepares to celebrate its 100th anniversary, we are looking back over some of 
the more than 5,000 issues that have appeared since 1916. A special section that will include 
notable front pages and other features through the years will be published on October 6, and the 
Record will host an open house on October 7.

Win a lifetime subscription
Except for photographs of two 1916 pages, the Record archives don’t begin until 1925 and we 

are trying to find earlier papers to add to the collection. So far, we have had no luck.
If you have a paper or papers dated 1916 through 1924, please bring them by our office to 

enter our “Find the Oldest Record” contest. We will make arrangements to have them profession-
ally scanned and, if you wish, return the originals to you. The owner of the oldest pre-1925 paper 
will win a free Record subscription for life!

A Record every Thursday
As your week progresses, do you look forward to Thursday and the Record’s arrival in your 

mailbox? Longtime subscribers say they can’t wait to read it “from cover to cover.” Tell us how 
the Record has affected your life or that of an organization with which you are associated. Do 
you remember some of the characters who produced the paper and the atmosphere around the 
office in days gone by? 

Please jot down a paragraph or two (200 words or less) describing your Record memories to 
be included in the October 6 special section. The deadline is September 15. Items may be mailed, 
brought to the office, or emailed to fred@RappRecord.com.

Youth contests planned
The Record invites the younger generation to participate in its 100th anniversary by entering 

an essay contest. Prizes will be awarded for the top three essays from middle school and high 
school students. The topic is “Past, Present and Future: The Importance of the Rappahannock 
Record in our Community?” 

Elementary school students will be invited to win prizes by 
creating craft items using recycled newspapers. 

The contests are open to students in Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland public schools, Chesapeake Academy, and home-
schooled students. The deadline for entries is October 14. The 
first, second and third place winning essays in each division will 
be published in the October 28 issue of the Record.
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Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

k h k d

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!

September/October 2016 

FREE

Places to go and things  

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
Tour the Northern Neck on two wheels: A cyclist’s j

ourney

Living it up on the water 

Rivah cocktails: Sip some specialities

Discover 

Horn Harbor 

Do you remember?
This photo provided by Dave Reedy shows the 1937 Lively High School baseball team. Frances 
O’Brien is believed to be second from left on the front row with Garland Forrester to his right. 
To help identify their teammates, call Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn at 
296-0930.  “Do you remember?” is a public service of the museum.

Record of the Past

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the September 

7, 1906 issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)
The Dog Days

The planet has arrived  at the 
point in its sideral journey known 
as the dog days. In old times this 
period was dreaded as a one of 
pestilence and strange mala-
dies. There were superstitions 
without number concerning the 
baleful influences of the season.  
Long exposure to moonlight was 
believed to drive men mad at this 
time; animals were believed to be 
possessed of evil spirits, and there 
was general fasting and praying 
in an effort to evade the many ills 
supposed to belong to the time. 
Just when dog days begin and 
end has never been very clear. 
The ancients held that that the 
season began early in July and 
ended about September 1. Now 
it is said to begin about July 25 
and end September 2. The period 
takes it name from the star Sirius, 
called the dog star, which is said 
to rise during this season with 
the sun. The oldest superstitions 
concerning dog days have been 
forgotten, but there are some of 
modern origin. Nowadays the 
term is supposed by many to have 
reference to the susceptibility of 
dogs to rabies in the season. And 
the common idea is that dog days 
begin August 1.
Fish And Oyster Notes

Capt. R. W. Willey, of Irving-
ton, is on the Potomac this week 
after load of oysters.

Maryland’s new Shell Fish 
Commission has settled down 
aboard the specially prepared 
house-boat and are actively at 
work laying off the natural rocks 
of the State.

Commander Thomas C. B. 
Howard, of the Maryland fishery 
force, after cruising the waters of 
Chesapeake bay, states that the 
oystermen report plenty of oys-
ters for the coming winter but the 
bivalves are small.

The oyster season on the 
Potomac opened up slowly on 
Saturday, the 1st. There are plenty 
of oyster boats there but two Vir-
ginia police steamers are also on 

the river, and it is safe to say there 
will be no wholesale “roughing” 
or “shoveling by” this season.
Some Boat Notes

J. F. Green, of LaGrange creek, 
had a gasoline engine installed in 
his boat, “LaGrange,” at Irving-
ton this week.

Steamer Potomac was several 
hours late making the trip from 
Tappahannock to Baltimore Tues-
day, caused by blowing a hole in 
her boiler while coming up the 
bay from Norfolk Monday night. 
Several wharves were omitted on 
way down river.
Liquor Cases

Sheriff Chowning was in Slab-
town Tuesday last serving war-

rants on Laura Waddy and others, 
to appear before before Justice 
Flemings on Saturday next to 
answer charges against them for 
violation of the local option laws.

As there are several old viola-
tors to be tried for violating local 
option laws and forgery, it was 
thought advisable to try them in 
the Circuit Court before Judge 
Wright. There will be quite a 
large number of witnesses sum-
moned from Slabtown and vicin-
ity to testify in behalf of the Com-
monwealth.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee (LCDC) 
will hold its annual Labor Day 
picnic from 4 to 7 p.m. Monday, 
September 5,  at the MWPH 
Grand (Masonic) Lodge, 1434 
Good Luck Road, Kilmarnock.

 The picnic provides an 
opportunity to meet, greet 
and mingle with like-minded 
friends and neighbors, reported 
chairman Nick Magnani. Con-
gressional candidate Matt 
Rowe will attend along with 
Democratic organizer for the 
Northern Neck Julia Bellinger 
and perhaps a surprise candi-
date or two.

In addition to great conver-
sation, there will be plenty of 
chicken, hot dogs, baked beans, 
potato salad and homemade 

desserts.
To better plan for food and 

beverages, the committee 
asks prospective attendees to 
RSVP lancovadems@gmail.
com. Donations are $15 for 
singles, $25 for couples/fami-
lies. Checks and cash are wel-
come at the door.

The picnic represents the 
major membership drive of the 
year. Members are urged to pay 
their annual membership dues 
when they attend.

Members can complete and 
print a new membership form 
available at lancovadems.org. 
Dues may be brought to the 
picnic or make checks payable 
to LCDC and send with com-
pleted form to LCDC, P.O. Box 
318, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.

Lancaster Democrats
to hold annual picnic

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

The Rappahannock Record 
office will be closed Monday, 
September 5, for Labor Day. 
Since the display advertising 
deadline is normally at 5 p.m. 
on that day, advertisers are 
urged to submit copy by Friday. 
The final advertising deadline 
for next week’s paper is 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, September 6.

The deadline for classified 
advertisements and news items 
is noon on Tuesday. 

The office will also be 
closed next Friday, September 
9, while a remodeling project is 
under way in part of the build-
ing.

News may be emailed to 
editor@RappRecord.com and 
advertisements may be emailed 
to mail@RappRecord.com.

Record office
will be closed
Monday, Friday
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Come in for these Labor Day  
favorites & other special savings

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY • STARTS FRI @ 8 AM • SELECT ITEMS

 LABOR DAY 
 3 DAY SALE

H O W       R E F R E S H I N G

8 Ct.
 

 BALL PARK 
HAMBURGER OR  
HOT DOG BUNS

19 Oz., Select Varieties
 JOHNSONVILLE 
FRESH BRATS

9.75-10.5 Oz., Select Varieties
 

LAY’S FAMILY SIZE  
POTATO CHIPS

STORE COUPON VALID 9/1/16 - 9/5/16 AT PARTICIPATING LOCATION

Good only at Food Lion. Must use personal MVP card. Limit one coupon per purchase of 

Coupon may not be posted or obtained on the internet.

YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OF 
$50 OR MORE WITH YOUR 
PERSONAL MVP CARD

$10 OFF

2FOR
$3

REST OF WEEK 2/$4

299

REST OF WEEK $3.49

2FOR
$4

REST OF WEEK Buy One Get One Free 
                   Limit 2 free

EA
Limit 4 


