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First Baptist Church in 
Heathsville took a trip back 

in time on Saturday while host-
ing the 225th celebration of the 
manumission in conjunction 
with its 150th anniversary cel-
ebration. 

In 1791, Robert Carter III 
presented a document to the 
District Court in Northumber-
land County to set out a plan 
to free 452 enslaved people 
he owned on plantations in 
the Tidewater and Shenan-
doah. 

The celebration began with 
a reading of the “deed of gift” 
letter given by Gerry Under-
down, a re-enactor of Robert 
Carter III. 

Rev. Charles Snydor of the 
Northern Neck of Virginia 
Historical Society read the 
list of all the surnames known 
of the slaves that were manu-
mitted and asked descendants 

of those former slaves to 
stand to be recognized. 

Special speaker Thomas 
Duckenfield III discussed inter-
secting worlds and pointed out 
a “peculiar” circumstance in the 
late 1700s.

“Even after all the work that 
Robert Carter III did to set this 
deed of manumission, once 
these slaves were manumitted, 
they remembered the things of 
slavery and the injustice, but 
some of the manumitted slaves, 
ironically became slave owners 
themselves,” he said. 

Duckenfield is a descendent 
of the Thompson and Newman 
families manumitted by the 
1791 Deed of Emancipation, 
speaks at the 250th Anniver-
sary Commemoration.

Robert Carter III (Gerry 
Underdown) and Gowan Pam-
phlett (James Ingram) took the 
pulpit and shared how life was in 
the late 1700s. 

Pamphlett shared that he was 

an enslaved Baptist preacher in 
the late 18th-century and how 
preaching was technically not 
allowed without a license in the 
Colonial days. Carter (Under-
down) indicated that Pamphlett 
was the first black man to 
become ordained in the U.S. and 
started First Baptist Church in 
Williamsburg. 

The two “historical” figures 
asked the children in the con-
gregation to come forward and 
Pamphlett (Ingram) told the 
children that they are our future 
and explained to them that they 
can do anything they set their 
mind to.  

“I was allowing my people 
(slaves), giving them the 
opportunity, to be anything 
they wanted to be,” said Carter 
(Underdown). “The reason that 
I came to the conclusion to draw 
up this deed of gift, is that it was 
done by the hand of God. If I had 
not become a Baptist in 1778, I 
dare say that my heart would not 

have been led to draft this deed 
of gift,” Carter (Underdown) 
said. 

Other speakers included the 
Northern Neck of Virginia His-
torical Society’s Steve Walker 
who shared the history of Robert 
Carter III’s deed of emancipa-
tion; Elsie Horton who gave the 
history of First Baptist Church, 
Heathsville, noting there have 
only been eight pastors during its 
150 years of being an established 
church on the Northern Neck; 
and LaTonya Lawson-Jones who 
shared about the Nomini Hall 
Slave Legacy project (nomini-
hallslavelegacy.com).

The 250th Anniversary Com-
memoration of Robert Carter 
III’s 1791 Deed of Emancipation 
& The Lives of Those Set Free 
was sponsored by Historic Christ 
Church & Museum, Mary Ball 
Washington Museum & Library, 
the Northern Neck of Virginia 
Historical Society and First Bap-
tist Church, Heathsville. 

WEEMS—A chorus of “God Bless 
America” grew slightly louder as the 
U.S. flag was raised last Saturday 
morning at the Weems Post Office. 

Led by the “Weems Walkers,” B.H. 
Hubbard, John Hunt and Rev. Clay 
Macaulay, a group of 12 gathered on 
the lawn at the post office on Weems 
Road for a flag-raising ceremony that 
has become a weekly tradition. The 
three have joined the postmaster for 
the last eight years in early-morning 
flag-raising ceremonies, complete 
with the Pledge of Allegiance and a 
song or two. This time, however, the 
ceremony was especially meaningful. 

The post office, established in the 
waterfront village on October 11, 
1889, closed its doors for good on 
Tuesday, August 23. 

Box holders were notified of the 
closure last month and will need to 
place a mailbox at their homes or pick 
up their mail at the Irvington Post 
Office. 

It all started when the Weems 
Walkers, as they have so named them-
selves, were passing the post office 
as the postmaster was raising the flag 
one morning. They stopped in the 
street on their mile-plus walk around 
the village and recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. They made a habit of con-
ducting the ceremony every Saturday 
morning. Sometimes other residents 
would join in, or sing the “Star-Span-
gled Banner” or other patriotic songs. 

According to Hubbard, Rev. 
Macaulay brought the words to the 
fourth verse of the national anthem 
one morning for them to sing. 

“And it was beautiful,” said Hub-
bard. “I had no idea there was a fourth 
verse.”

Rev. Macaulay relocated from 
Campbell Presbyterian Church to 
a new job in Richmond in February 
and Crystal Duvall left her postmas-
ter position in Weems four years ago. 
They both returned for the ceremony 
on August 20. 

Duvall was the postmaster in 
Weems for 11 years and was there 
when the Weems Walkers started 
conducting their ceremony. They pre-
sented her a print of the post office 
painted by Weems resident Wendi 
Szperski. Duvall is now the post-

As the Rappahannock 
Record prepares to celebrate 
its 100th anniversary in Octo-
ber, we are seeking comments 
from longtime readers and 
others associated with the 
paper over the years.

How has the Record 
affected your life or that of 
an organization with which 
you are associated? Do you 
remember the time when the 
paper operated its own press 
and lots of related equipment, 
or do you remember some of 
the people who produced the 
paper and the atmosphere 
around the office in days gone 
by? 

We would love to have your 
recollections in 200 words 
or less to be included in our 
October 6 anniversary sec-
tion. The deadline is Septem-
ber 15. Items may be mailed 
to Rappahannock Record, 
P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482; brought to the 
office at 27 N. Main Street, or 
emailed to fred@Rapprecord.
com.

‘Weems Walkers’ offer a final
salute to Weems Post Office flag

From left, former postmaster Crystal Duvall, postmaster Brittany Diggs, John Hunt, B.H. Hubbard and the Rev. 
Clay Macaulay stand at attention during one final Saturday flag-raising ceremony at the Weems Post Office. The 
post office is now closed. Photo by Lawrence K. Emerson

From left, John Hunt and B.H. Hubbard present former Weems postmaster 
Crystal Duvall a print of the post office.  The original was painted by Weems 
resident Wendi Szyperski. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

master in Reedville. Brittany Diggs 
became the Weems postmaster two 
years ago.

According to village historian Pat 
Rose, it’s believed the first Weems 
post office was operated in a store on 
the Weems wharf. In 1889, Walton 
Dameron assumed postmaster duties 
from Julius Mitchell and Dameron 
held the position for eight years. 

For 26 years, James Dameron oper-
ated the post office in W.A. Dameron 
& Bros. on the wharf. Eventually a 
small white frame building was built 
and Imogen Daniel became the post-
master, a job she held for 25 years. 

According to Rose, at least 20 
postmasters have served in the post 
office’s 130-year history. 

Sometimes on Saturdays during the 
past eight years a little crowd would 
gather and join the Weems Walkers 
in the 8 a.m. ceremony. Other times 
it was just the three men, plus their 
dogs, Hugo and Sophie.

But neither wind, rain, snow, sleet or 
freezing rain would keep the Weems 
Walkers from completing their ritual. 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

KILMARNOCK—Town Centre 
Park construction is slated to start 
soon.

“We are excited to enter this new 
phase of creating the park,” said 
mayor Mae Umphlett.

Construction bids were opened 
on August 18, reported deputy town 
manager Susan Cockrell. Three quali-
fied bidders were represented. The 
low bidder, at $2,763,000, was David 
A. Nice Builders of Williamsburg. 
Nice Builders was the general con-
tractor for the new Lancaster County 
Courthouse facility.

The town will now enter into a brief 

Manumission remembered and celebrated

Re-enactors Gerry Underdown and James Ingram share 
experiences as Robert Carter III and Gowan Pamphlett 
during the 250th Anniversary Commemoration of Robert 
Carter III’s 1791 Deed of Emancipation & The Lives of Those 
Set Free. Photo by Madison White Franks 

by Madison White Franks

Share your 
Record 
memories

Town negotiating 
with contractor
to build new park

TOWN, continued on page A2
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August 31 - September 10

Reception September 2, 5-7pm

contract negotiation phase with 
Nice Builders, said Cockrell. 
Town council is expected to 
review the contract at its Sep-
tember 19 meeting. 

“Setting the date for the 
ground breaking is now under 
way and we hope the entire 
community will join us,” said 
Umphlett. 

The park property fronts 
North Main Street and Town 
Centre Drive.

LANCASTER—The county’s 
planning commission last Thurs-
day continued the process of 
updating zoning ordinance codes, 
putting the finishing touches on 
the residential districts.

Completing text amendments 
to Articles 5, 6-A and 7, the 
commission scheduled a related 
public hearing September 15. 
The hearing will begin at 7 p.m. 
in the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

Article 5, general residential 
(R-1), deals with low to medium 
concentrations of residential uses 
plus open areas where similar 
development is likely to occur. 
The regulations are designed to 
protect the water and shorelines 
by providing for safe and orderly 
shoreline development, a suitable 
environment for family life and 
to permit certain limited com-
mercial uses that support neigh-
borhoods.

The biggest change suggested 
for this zoning is the elimination 
of a special permit to build an 
accessory building that exceeds 
the height of the main building.

Article 6-A, residential com-
munity (R-4), is composed of 
moderate to higher density, off-
water residential communities. It 
calls for their location to be cen-
tral to water and sewage services 
and communities to be designed 

to accommodate a mix of hous-
ing types with limited commer-
cial uses. 

The primary changes proposed 
are a special exception permit for 
commercial animal and poultry 
husbandry under agricultural 
usage, and that accessory build-
ings within 10 feet from a yard’s 
side line and 25 feet from the rear 
line are limited to one story.

Article 7, medium residential 
(R-3), addresses medium-den-
sity residential as well as certain 
public and commercial land uses. 
Proposed changes include the 
addition of a special exception 
permit for commercial animal 
and poultry use and elimination 
of a special exception on the 
height of accessory buildings that 
exceed the height of the main 
building. Also, accessory build-
ings exceeding one story but not 
being served by public water and 
sewer would be required to have 
a minimum side yard of 5 feet for 
one story and 20 feet for over one 
story in height.

“Forty percent of Lancaster 
is zoned R-1 and 5% is zoned 
R-3, equaling 45% residential,” 
said commission member Robert 
Smart. “Why is so much agricul-
ture zoned R-1?”

County zoning and planning 
director Don Gill noted much of 
today’s zoning was established 
in 1975. “I think they looked at 
waterfront and arbitrarily zoned it 
residential,” he said. 

HEATHSVILLE—Following 
a public hearing last Thursday, 
the Northumberland planning 
commission accepted the coun-
ty’s draft comprehensive plan, 
moving the document forward in 
the review process. 

The comprehensive plan rep-
resents a general vision that the 
county uses to guide develop-
ment in the future, said county 
planner Stuart McKenzie. 

For over a year, the commis-
sion and staff have been review-
ing the comprehensive plan to 
update statistics (population, 
traffic counts), describe new state 
programs, and revise any needs 

the county should address in the 
future. 

No member of the public was 
present to comment at the public 
hearing.

McKenzie indicated he will 
send the draft to the Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
and the Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality for review. If 
necessary, the commission will 
address VDOT or VDEQ rec-
ommendations, then forward the 
draft to Northumberland board 
of supervisors for consideration, 
including a public hearing. 

It will most likely be next year 
before the process is complete, 
said commission member Albert 
Penley.

Planning commission
to hold public hearing
on residential zoning
ordinance amendments

by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland sends 
comprehensive plan
to regulatory agencies

by Madison White Franks

Southern Grace spreads the gospel
Southern Grace entertained country gospel music fans last weekend on their ninth Northern 
Neck Tour. The band was featured Friday at a Special Olympics Area 28 benefit barbecue at 
the Trinity Episcopal Church pavilion in Lancaster, Saturday at Music by the River at Belle Isle 
State Park in Lancaster and Sunday at the White Stone Church of the Nazarene in White 
Stone. Band members, from left, are Joe Shifflett, Tim Nicely, Larry Kyger and Kenny Williams. 
For more photos of the Northern Neck Tour, visit RRecord.com. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervisors will 
meet at 7 p.m., tonight, August 
25, at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Agenda items will include 
a request for approval of the 
Community Services Board’s 
fiscal year 2017-18 perfor-
mance contract; the award of 
bids for a revenue anticipation 
note and roof replacement on 
social services building; and 
requests for appropriation of 
county funds for Economic 
Development Authority and 
Emergency Management Ser-
vices bond fees.

Also, supervisors will dis-
cuss a proposed county restitu-
tion ordinance that would allow 
for reimbursement of expenses 
incurred in responding to DUI 
and related incidents without 
civil action.

Public hearings are slated on 
requests from:

change in zoning from residen-
tial (R-1) to general agriculture 
for a 3.66-acre parcel at 1833 
Davis Mill Road. An additional 
hearing will be conducted for a 
special exception to operate a 
pet boarding kennel business at 
that location. 

for change in zoning from R-1 
to commercial-conditional, on 
a 6.998-acre parcel off Irving-
ton Road, near Dream Fields. 

It was reported in the August 
18 Record that the Irvington 
Town Council gave the go-
ahead for the Village Improve-
ment Association to fence in 
the oak tree on the North Com-
mons.

However, the fence will be 
erected by the town. At a future 
date the VIA has pledged to 
provide some park amenities 
within the fence enclosure.

It was reported in the August 
18 Record that the Wiley Foun-
dation received a $35,000 grant 
awarded to Lancaster schools 
for “smart tables.”

It was actually the Lancaster 
County Education Foundation 
that applied for the grant and 
then awarded funds to Lan-
caster Primary School for the 
smart tables. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Town
continued from page A1

Corrections

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon

■ BBQ competition
Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern, 

73 Monument Place, Heathsville, 
will hold the second annual BBQ 
Masters Competition Septem-
ber 17 as part of the Heathsville 
Farmers Market. Teams of one or 
more, headed by a “pit master,” 
will be asked to barbecue chicken 
thighs and ribs on the premises. 
The public will be able to watch 
the teams as they prepare and bar-
becue their meats.

 First prize is $200; second 
prize is $100; third prize is $50. 
There is a $25 entry fee for the 
competition. For entry forms and 
complete rules, visit rhhtfounda-
tioninc.org, or call 580-3377.

■ Emancipation marker
Robert Carter III’s 1791 

Deed of Emancipation ulti-
mately freed more than 500 
enslaved African Americans. 

On September 10, a Virginia 
Historical Highway Marker, 
noting the emancipation, will 
be dedicated at the Old Court-
house, 72 Monument Place, 
Heathsville, where Robert 
Carter III recorded the Deed 
of Emancipation in 1791. The 
ceremony will begin at 10 a.m.  

■ Photo contest
Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern, 

73 Monument Place, Heathsville, 
will hold its second “Tavern Pho-
tography Show” October 15 as 
part of the Heathsville Farmers 
Market. Adult and junior amateur 
photo categories include animals, 
plants, scenic, people, black and 
white, enhanced digital, junior 
and unclassified. 

Amateurs may submit up to 
three photos for a $5 entry fee; 
$2 for each additional photo, 
up to a maximum of six photos. 
For entry forms and complete 
rules, visitrhhtfoundationinc.
org, or call 580-3377.

■ Revitalization
    project meeting

A second public meeting 
on the Callao Revitalization 
Project will be held at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 31, at the 
Callao Firehouse, 314 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Callao.

Project activities to date will 
be described in detail, as well as 
next steps in the planning pro-
cess, and strategies for ongoing 
communication with the larger 
community. The meeting is 
open to all interested persons 
throughout the county. ■ Crime prevention

The Rappahannock Pistol 
and Rifle Club will sponsor 
Refuse To Be A Victim, a crime 
prevention and personal safety 
seminar, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
September 24 at The Chesa-
peake Bank Training Center, 
35 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which 
includes all program materials 
and light refreshments. Pre-
registration is required. Regis-
ter at refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-
be-a-victim.aspx; rprclub.com; 
410-5905 or NNRTBAV@
gmail.com. 

NEWS BREAK
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Rivah Antiques & Accessories

14k gold rings, necklaces & charm, diamond 
jewelry, Tahitian pearls, pearl jewelry, sterling rings, 
bracelets, anklet, necklaces, earrings, David Yurman rings, 
David Yurman cuff links.

 Tiffany & Co. bowl, Tiffany & Co. 
small dish, Tiffany & Co. small tray, Tiffany & Co. desk blotter 
corners. sterling spoons, sterling cigar case, sterling card case, 
sterling small dish, Gucci purse, Michael Kors purse.

 Sofa, chairs, side tables, lamps, dressers, 
cabinets, coffee table, dining room set, many small tables,  
curio cabinets, furniture to paint, desk and much more!

 Riding lawn mower, industrial wine 
fridge, art, collectables, oyster cans, nautical decor, and mirrors.

 
(Rivah Auction and Event Center)

Serving The Northern Neck & Surrounding Areas

 Choose from one of our plans or bring your own!
804-580-1978

Licensed & Insured
Class A Contractor

#160168A

CUSTOM MODULAR HOMES

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

KILMARNOCK—Following the tragic killing of police offi-
cers in Dallas, Texas, several weeks ago, Jeffrey Crabbe, PGA 
general manager at King Carter Golf Club in Irvington, decided 
he wanted to show his support for local officers. 

“I felt the need to offer our appreciation for their service and 
sacrifice to our community,” said Crabbe, who, along with his 
friend and Northumberland County Sheriff’s Detective Todd 
Jones, came up with a plan to honor and recognize local officers. 

Jones and Crabbe initially wanted to have an officer “play day” 
at the golf course at 480 Old St. John’s Road, Kilmarnock, but 
realized that would be hard to coordinate. Instead, they decided 
to give a gift certificate to play any day of their choosing to offi-
cers with the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office, the Northum-
berland County Sheriff’s Office and the Virginia State Police 
assigned to this area.

 Jones compiled a list and helped to distribute the certificates. 
“I thought this would be a way for us to thank them for their 

service to our community,” said Crabbe.

Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
misdemeanor charges against 
three individuals.

A Mary Ball Road man, 18, 
was charged August 17 with vio-
lation of pretrial services.

A Johns Neck Road man, 30, 
was charged August 20 with 
assault and battery. 

A Chesapeake Drive man, 
21, was charged August 20 with 
assault and battery.
Activity report

August 15: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Bunkhouse Lane 
for a civil complaint, to the 100 
block of Greentown Road for a 
possible suicidal person, to 1600 
Belle Isle Road to assist Virginia 
State Police (VSP) with a warrant 
service, to Jessie duPont High-
way for a reckless driver, and to 
the 100 block of Old Bethel Road 
for a traffic hazard.

August 16: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Saunders 
Lane for a burglary in progress, 
to the 500 block of Boys Camp 
Road for suspicious activity, to 
Mary Ball and Ocran roads for a 
traffic crash with injuries.

August 17: Staff responded to 
Mary Ball and Courthouse roads 
for a two-vehicle traffic crash, 
to the 6300 block of Mary Ball 
Road for the possible violation of 

RICHMOND—Virginia State 
Police are warning residents of 
an ongoing phone scam in which 
the caller says he is calling from 
the IRS and demands payment by 
verbally threatening and intimi-
dating the individual.

In addition, the caller ID 
number used by this scam is a 
legitimate Virginia State Police 
Area Office phone number. VSP 
has received numerous calls con-
cerning this scam within the past 
few days, reported VSP public 
relations director Corinne N. 
Geller.

In each case, the caller has a 
“thick foreign accent” and iden-
tifies him/herself as working for 
the IRS. The scammer also has 
personal information about the 
individual being called—infor-
mation that can be commonly 
found by searching the internet. 
If the individual refuses to pay, 
then the fake IRS caller becomes 
very agitated and impatient, and 
begins threatening the individ-
ual with imprisonment or other 
severe punishment if the person 
does not promise to provide pay-
ment.

Also adding confusion and 
concern for those being targeted 
by the fake IRS caller is the use 
of a legitimate state police office 
number with an 804 area code. 
This is known as “spoofing” and 
enables the caller to disguise his 
true identity. Spoofing is often 
used as part of an attempt to trick 
someone into giving away valu-
able personal information so it 
can be used in fraudulent activ-
ity or sold illegally. U.S. law and 
FCC rules prohibit most types of 
spoofing.

The IRS phone scam is 
common and often preys on 
senior citizens. One individual 
reported to VSP on August 17 that 
she had just sent the caller $2,000 
in gift cards. Just this week Fred-
ericksburg Police Department 
reported a 72-year-old resident 
was targeted and scammed out of 
more than $12,000. 

Common characteristics of the 
IRS phone scam are:

and IRS badge numbers. They 
generally use common names 
and surnames to identify them-
selves.

recite the last four digits of a vic-
tim’s Social Security number.

bogus IRS emails to some vic-

tims to support their bogus calls.

noise of other calls being con-
ducted to mimic a call site.

jail time or driver’s license revo-
cation, scammers hang up and 
others soon call back pretend-
ing to be from the local police or 
DMV, and the caller ID supports 
their claim. 

If you get a phone call from 
someone claiming to be from the 
IRS, VSP suggests:

you think you might owe taxes, 
call the IRS, 1-800-829-1040. 
The IRS employees at that line 
can help you with a payment 
issue-if there really is such an 
issue.

taxes or have no reason to think 
that you owe any taxes (for exam-
ple, you’ve never received a bill 
or the caller made some bogus 
threats as described above), then 
call and report the incident to the 
Treasury Inspector General for 
Tax Administration, 1-800-366-
4484.

using the FTC Complaint Assis-
tant; choose “Other” and then 
“Imposter Scams.” If the com-
plaint involves someone imper-
sonating the IRS, include the 
words “IRS Telephone Scam” in 
the notes.

-
mation such as account numbers, 
Social Security numbers, moth-
er’s maiden names, passwords or 
other identifying information in 
response to unexpected calls or if 
you are at all suspicious. 

someone who says they repre-
sent a company or a govern-
ment agency seeking personal 
information, hang up and call the 
phone number on your account 
statement, in the phone book or 
on the company’s or government 
agency’s website to verify the 
authenticity of the request.

pressured for information imme-
diately.

account with your phone ser-
vice, be sure to set a password for 
it. Some voicemail services are 
preset to allow access if you call 
in from your own phone number. 
A hacker could spoof your home 
phone number and gain access to 
your voice mail if you do not set 
a password.

Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers seeks information regard-
ing the whereabouts of Robert 
J. Redmond, 38. The Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office holds a 
warrant for Redmond on a charge 
of distribution of a controlled 
substance.

Redmond, who also goes by 
the name “Cheese,” is described 
as a male with brown eyes and 
black hair. He is 6 feet, 3 inches 
tall and weighs 186 pounds.

His last known address is 103 
Kathy Lane, Mollusk.

Report related information 

to give your name or appear in 
court.

Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers pays rewards up to $1,000 for 
information on wanted suspects, 
drug deals and/or dealers, stolen 
property or any larceny, abuse to 
persons or animals, or any crime 
that is taking place in our county. 

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
Available Almost Anywhere!

Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula
“Live Person” 800 Support Line
Phone service bundle available
Call Northern Neck Satellite
(804) 450-4851

From left are Jeffrey Crabbe and Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie. 

Golf club offers gift
certificates to law
enforcement officers

Virginia State Police warn
residents of IRS phone
scam and caller ID spoofing

SHERIFF’S REPORT

CRIME 
SOLVERS

Robert J. Redmond

a protective order, to Main Street 
and James B. Jones Memorial 
Highway for a reckless driver, to 
Wilson Lane for a single-vehicle 
traffic crash, and to the 11900 
block of River Road for a pos-
sible suicidal person.

August 18: Staff responded to 
the 2900 block of Browns Store 
Road to assist Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office (NCSO) 
with a domestic disturbance with 
injury, to the 1100 block of Carl-
son Road to investigate an unau-
thorized use of a vehicle, to Mary 
Ball and Pinckardsville roads 
for a reckless driver, to Merry 
Point Road for a reckless driver, 
to Courthouse Road for an aban-
doned vehicle, to Mary Ball Road 
between Kilmarnock and White 
Stone for a reckless driver, and to 
Lumberlost Road for the report 
of a two-vehicle traffic crash.

August 19: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Brook Lane 
for gunshots; to the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for 
a disabled vehicle that struck an 
object on the bridge, to Thomas 
Landing and River roads for a 
two-vehicle traffic crash with 
injuries, to the 100 block of 
Hayden Road for an abandoned 
boat, to the 3900 block of White 
Chapel Road for suspicious per-
sons, and to Christ Church Road 
for a reckless driver.

August 20: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Light Street 
to assist NCSO with a large 
crowd where altercations were 
in progress and shots had been 
fired, to the 300 block of Johns 
Neck Road for a fight in progress 
with weapons, to the 100 block 
of Wharf Lane for a prowler, 
and to a walk-in complaint of an 
assault.

August 21: Staff responded 
to the 300 block of Greentown 
Road for a large crowd where 
fights were in progress involv-
ing weapons, to the 100 block of 
Greenwood Court to investigate 
a vandalism, to Mary Ball Road 
between Lancaster and Lively for 
a traffic hazard, and to the 100 
block of Primary School Road to 
assist with traffic control at a fire 
scene.

Staff also conducted 16 traffic 
stops, issued nine summonses, 
assisted six motorists, handled 
two calls for traffic control, 
investigated 11 building alarms, 
logged three inmate transports, 
and received seven E911 hang-up 
calls.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
fire/smoke alarm on Morattico 
Road, a carbon monoxide alarm 
on Lara Road, vehicle fires on 
Saunders Lane and River Road, a 
traffic crash on Thomas Landing 
and River roads, a structure fire 
on River Road and a dumpster 
fire on Mary Ball Road.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
utility pole fire on North Main 
Street, fire/smoke alarms on 
North Main Street and a traffic 
crash on Wilson Lane.

The Kilmarnock, Upper Lan-
caster and White Stone VFDs 
responded to a lightning strike on 
Primary School Circle.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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As of July 17, 2016, we have been married for sixty wonderful years.  Our children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren decided we needed a surprise celebration. 
And what a celebration it was!

Vickey, Angie, and Mikey sent us a bouquet of red roses with a card informing us to 
expect a driver to pick us up at 2:30 pm on Saturday, July 16th.  They told us the driver 
would be taking us to our destination, and we shouldn’t worry about a thing. All we 
needed to do was just sit back and enjoy the journey that was about to unfold. Little 
did we know how very special our journey was going to be. And indeed it was. It was 
a day we will never forget.

Our 60th wedding anniversary celebration was held at Vickey and Frankie’s home in 
Gloucester, Virginia.

We are so very appreciative of the tremendous amount of time and hard work it took 
to put this event together. How they ever managed to keep it a secret was amazing. No 
one talked about the surprise event, not even the youngest grandchild.

There were lots of cousins, nieces and nephews, an aunt from Georgia, a brother and 
sister from North Carolina, and a brother and sister from Portsmouth, Virginia. There 
were also friends and loved ones, some we see every day, and others we had not seen 
in quite some time. We were so very happy to see each and every one who joined us 
in celebrating our 60th wedding anniversary.

Tents were set up by our grandson, Nick Clements. Music was provided by our good 
friends, Tom and Donna Rohacek and granddaughter, Briana Siddall. Lots of hard 

put together by Vickey, Angie, Amelia, Angie Dunston, Heidi, and Briana. Everything 
looked spectacular!

In the morning, long before the event started, Nick, Frankie, Luke, Buddy, H.F., Vickey, 
Angie, Heidi, Tammy and Amelia began cooking a wide array of foods, including 
barbeque, and an assortment of salads. Desserts included a special and very beautiful 
wedding cake, crab cookies, pineapple cake, chocolate cake, and a fresh fruit bar.  
Anything our guests could want to eat or drink was there for their enjoyment.

Mikey and I extend a very special thank 
you to our three children, Vickey, Mickey, 
and Angie, for all they did to make our 
60th wedding anniversary one of the 
most memorable days of our lives. 

We also thank our grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, and all our friends who 
helped make this day so very special  
for us.

With love and gratitude,
Mike & Alice

Mike & Alice

on July 17, 2016

60
 CELEBRATED 

 YEARS OF MARRIAGE  

LANCASTER—It took just 
35 minutes Monday for a jury 
to acquit a Richmond County 
man of all charges of raping 
a Lancaster woman and the 
abduction of their child.

Tevin Letron Ball, 24, was 
found not guilty on felony 
charges of rape, strangula-
tion, abduction by force of the 
victim and their child, threaten-
ing to burn the home and mis-
demeanor assault and battery.

The case was heard by Judge 
Herbert M. Hewitt in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court.

Ball’s charges stemmed from 
an alleged incident on January 
11 and 12, 2016, in the 700 
block of Devil’s Bottom Road 
in Brookvale.

The alleged victim claimed 
she was estranged from her 
former boyfriend, Ball, and that 
he came to her home uninvited, 
but admitted she let him enter 
the home. She said after he 
helped himself to dinner, they 
argued and that he slapped her 
in the face, punched her ribs, 
and strangled her before raping 
her in the same bedroom where 
their sick child was asleep on 
the bed. She added that during 
and after the incident, Ball 
threatened her with a knife.

“He threatened to ‘gut me’ 
with a knife,” she testified. She 
said that the next morning Ball 
took their child from the house 
while she was out, and she had 
to chase him down to her work-
place and to his mother’s house 
in Richmond County, where he 
then appeared with a gun. She 
claimed Ball refused to give 
the boy back until she called 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

On cross examination, 
defense attorney James L. 
McLemore IV of Richmond 
asked why she hadn’t men-
tioned a knife in her initial 
statement to police.

“When you wrote out a state-
ment…you didn’t say he said 
he was going to gut you…or 
seeing a knife.”

“I didn’t think about it then,” 
she replied. “I was going 
through a lot. It doesn’t mean 
it didn’t happen.”

-

until April at the preliminary 

hearing,” said McLemore.
“Seeing him (Ball) brought 

back a lot of memories,” she 
responded.

Throughout defense ques-
tioning, McLemore hammered 
at inconsistencies in the alleged 
victim’s past statements with 
her trial testimony. “Would you 
say your memory back then 
was better than it is now?”

But she continued to claim 
she couldn’t remember details 
because of being shaken by the 
incident and blackouts from 
the strangulation.

the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney asked you, but you can’t 
remember when I ask?” 
McLemore asked.

“I still don’t remember some 
things. Also, I was trying to get 
to my son,” she replied.

The alleged victim admitted 
to having consensual sex with 
Ball a week earlier, despite 
having a protective order 
against him.

Of her two brothers called 
to testify, one claimed he did 
nothing after she took him 
aside the next morning to tell 
him she was raped, while a 
second brother who shared the 
trailer home with the alleged 
victim, testified he didn’t hear 
anything because he was in 
bed. 

Forensic nurse Ashley How-
dyshell testified there was no 
physical evidence of strangula-
tion, bruising, swelling, cuts or 
petechial hemorrhages, which 
is caused by a lack of oxygen 
in strangulation cases. 

Lancaster prisoner Treyvon 
Williams’ testimony that Ball 
made a jailhouse confession 
lost credibility when, under 
defense questioning, he stated 
that he was very close to the 
alleged victim and her broth-
ers. “They’re like my family,” 
he said.

McLemore called into ques-
tion the Lancaster sheriff’s 
investigation which didn’t get 
off the ground until January 
14, three days after the incident 
began, because the victim was 
reluctant to press charges. The 
result was a delay in the victim 
being examined at St. Mary’s 
Hospital and the possibility of 
evidence being tampered with 
because it was not collected 
immediately, defense claimed.

McLemore successfully 
argued to have the two abduc-
tion charges dismissed on a 
technicality before the case 
went to the jury. 

The Commonwealth asked 
that the defendant’s mother, 
one of only two defense wit-
nesses, be given a breathalyzer 
test after being spotted drink-
ing during the lunch break. She 
tested positive for intoxication 
and was dismissed, leaving 
Ball the only person to testify 
on his behalf.

Ball denied the confession.
“How can I admit to some-

thing I never did?” he replied.
He said the couple was 

trying to work through their 
problems, but that “…she is 
controlling and has to have 
everything her way.”

Ball admitted they had con-
sensual sex that night, but that 
she got angry afterward and 
called him selfish for falling 
asleep. He denied there was 
any physical abuse, rape, or 
that he had a knife or a gun and 
said he never threatened her.

Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Jan Smith reminded him that 
he did not have custody of the 
child and could not take him 
without permission. He also 
accused Ball of violating a 
protective order by calling or 
being in the house.

10:45 p.m. with a child that had 
scarlet fever?” Smith asked.

“I was living there…he woke 
up when I came in and I picked 
him up,” Ball responded. He 
said the alleged victim left him 
with the child the next morning 
and went to work, taking his 
cell phone with her. He said he 
didn’t have a car so his mother 
had to drive him to the alleged 
victim’s workplace to get his 
phone.

After a verbal altercation 
in the parking lot, he and his 
mother left with the child and 
drove to her Richmond County 
home, he stated.

Smith asked, “Why didn’t 
you give (your son) back…
until Richmond County police 
arrived?”

“I was being stubborn.”
The jury went into delibera-

tion at 5:30 p.m. and returned 
with a not guilty verdict at 6:05 
p.m.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster County Circuit Court 
convened August 19 with Judge 
Michael McKenney presiding.

Allen Conaway of Wicomico 
Church was granted a third trial 
delay on his probation violation 
for one felony conviction and 
three misdemeanor convictions. 
Trial  will be November 18.

Andrew T. Jones of Lancaster 
was granted a continuance on 
probation violation on three 
felony convictions. Trial will be 
October 28.

Tyrol Maurice Crockett of 
Weems was granted a con-
tinuance on post trial defense 
motions for felony drug con-
victions. Motions will be heard 
September 9.

Deonte Bell of Burgess, whose 
misdemeanor brandishing a fire-
arm conviction has been under 
advisement for over a year, 
entered a guilty plea for failure to 
appear and was sentenced to four 
months in jail and court costs of 
$286 on the original charge.

Brandon Michael Roberts of 
Lancaster had his sentence and 
probation revoked on a felony 
probation violation. The case 
will be reviewed on October 28.

Crystal Victoria Rucker of 
Heathsville was granted a third 
continuance for a trial on felony 
grand larceny. Trial will be 
October 14.

Amy Burgess Showl of White 
Stone, indicted April 22 on her 
third DUI offense, making it a 
felony, had the charge nolle pro-
sequi by the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney. A misdemeanor vio-
lation is under review until Feb-
ruary 17, 2017.

John Maurice Thomas of 
Lancaster, charged with felony 

Fire trucks filled the parking 
lot at KC’s Crabs & Cues, 
10428 Jessie  duPont Memorial 
Highway, Kilmarnock, Tuesday 
afternoon when volunteers 
from the Upper Lancaster, 
Kilmarnock, White Stone and 
Fairfields fire departments 
responded to a grease fire 
in the kitchen. The call of 
smoke showing came into the 
Lancaster County Sheriff ’s 
Department at 3:04 p.m. 
According to Kilmarnock Fire 
Chief Roy Hall, the first two 
responders on the scene were 
able to knock the fire down 
but volunteers remained on 
the scene for more than an 
hour to help clear the building 
of smoke.

Right, Kilmarnock volunteer 
fireman Ray Lewis (center) 
set up a blower to help clear 
the kitchen of smoke following 
a grease fire at KC’s Crabs 
& Cues Tuesday afternoon. 
Volunteer fire departments 
from Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
responded to the call. Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Jury rules Tevin L. Ball not
guilty of rape and abduction

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT

by Audrey Thomasson

Responding to a grease fire

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.

■ Historic House Party to benefit museum
Richmond County Museum will host a “Historic House Party” 

from 2 to 5 p.m. September 24 at the Congressman William A. 
Jones Home on Richmond Road in  Warsaw.

The event will include a tour of the house, exhibits, food and 
a speaker from the Philippine Embassy. Tickets are $25. To pur-
chase tickets, call Jeanne Mayhugh, 394-2364. 

■ Master Naturalists to meet September 13
The Northern Neck Chapter of the Virginia Master Naturalists 

will meet at 2 p.m. September 13 at the Lancaster Community 
Library, 16 Towne Center Drive, Kilmarnock. 

The guest speaker will be Zach Bradford, who is the Chesa-
peake Bay Region Steward at the Virginia Department of Con-
servation and Recreation Division of Natural Heritage. He will 
discuss orchids and other plants.

■  Veterans’ breakfast slated on second Saturdays
Commonwealth Assisted Living at Farnham, 511 Cedar Grove 

Road, Farnham, hosts a veterans’ breakfast at 9 a.m. on second 
Tuesdays. RSVP, 394-2102.

grand larceny, entered a guilty 
plea to an amended charge of 
misdemeanor petit larceny and 
trespassing. He was sentenced 
to one year on each, all sus-
pended, and two years unsuper-
vised probation.  

Marvel Alterick Rice of 
Kilmarnock, on a motion by 
defense, was granted a continu-
ance. Jury trial on two felony 
charges of manufacture of a 
controlled substance will be 
December 5. 

Lauren Ashley Mashaal’s 
trial on seven felony charges of 
grand larceny, forgery and utter-
ing, receiving stolen goods and 
entering a structure to commit 
assault and battery, was delayed 
to September 23 on a motion by 
defense.

Eric James Teel entered a 
guilty plea to breaking and enter-
ing, grand larceny and receiving 
stolen goods. He was sentenced 

to 25 years, all suspended, two 
years supervised probation and 
court costs of $1,200.  

Matthew Lee Hathaway 
of Lancaster was granted a 
third continuance on multiple 
charges of bestiality. Trial will 
be October 14.

Kevin Maurice Edwards of 
Lancaster, charged with mis-
demeanor refusing a breatha-
lyzer test and violation against 
animals, was granted bond and 
scheduled for trial October 14. 

Maria F. Thompson, charged 
with eight felonies and four 
misdemeanors of forgery and 
uttering and obtaining money 
under false pretenses, was 
scheduled for trial on Novem-
ber 4. 

Given Dino Rice, charged 
with two felonies of eluding 
police and a general driving 
misdemeanor, was scheduled 
for trial September 23.

AREA EVENTS
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

The abundance of crabs this summer 
takes me back to my childhood at Colo-

nial Beach, where such modern phenomena 
were commonplace virtually every year. The 
Beach was famous for its crab shores, all 
but one of which now are gone, and given 
modern zoning and environmental require-
ments probably never will return.

Parker’s, which overlooked Monroe Bay, 
was set up in the early 20th century by 
Cap’n H. C. Parker, the first two initials 
standing for Henry Clay, indicating the his-
torically patriotic interests of his parents. 
As a young man, Cap’n Parker had lost all 
of the fingers of his right hand in a sawmill 
accident. Ironically, his oldest son later lost 
an arm in a similar mishap.

The father turned to crabbing, and opened 
a small marina in front of his house on 
Monroe Bay. His wife was a wonderful 
cook, who baked breads and pastries that 
she sold to folks around town. Together 
they opened a crab shore, where the week-
end waiting lines were not short. He contin-
ued to operate the business after his wife’s 
death, and ultimately turned it over to his 
daughter, Dorothy, and her husband, Morris, 
universally known to all by his nickname, 
“Big Head,” Rollins.  

Under their stewardship the legend of 
Parker’s continued to flourish, as it did into 
the next generation when their daughters, 
Betty and Shirley, assumed management, 
but they were the last of the family to own 
the restaurant, as their children did not want 
to enter the business. Finally, under later 
ownership it closed, and a few years ago the 
building was razed, leaving many with won-
derful culinary memories.

Farther up the bay was Miller’s Crab 
Shore, owned by Shirley Miller. His cuisine 
also was superb. His cook was a short lady, 
who was proficient in preparing dozens of 
meals simultaneously. Parker’s and Miller’s 
offered distinctive crab cakes, different 

from each other’s, but both of which were 
utterly delicious.

In the late 1950s, Shirley Miller had a 
buy boat built in Deltaville to handle his 
winter oyster operation. It was one of the 
last large wooden buy boats built in Vir-
ginia. Throughout his life he kept the boat in 
mint condition, and it was the flagship of the 
Colonial Beach fleet, always being painted 
to meet Shirley’s rigid standards. Whether 
his crab shore, his boat or his car, everything 
he owned had to be immaculately clean.

Up at Potomac Beach, immediately to the 
north of Colonial Beach, at the site of the 
former Morgantown Ferry docks, the Vir-
ginia terminus of the cross-Potomac ferry 
that ceased operations when the Harry Nice 
Bridge opened in 1940, stood two neighbor-
ing crab shores, run by the competing Wilk-
erson brothers. Their food also was excel-
lent, and they offered the wide expanse of 
the Potomac as their viewshed. The shore 
closer to town ultimately became the Happy 
Clam restaurant, after passing from Wilker-
son ownership, and ultimately was destroyed 
in a severe hurricane.

The other Wilkerson’s is the Beach’s only 
crab shore left in operation, and still is in 
the hands of the family that opened it. The 

building has been transformed over the 
years, but the waterside dining experience 
remains the same.  

In the early 20th century the Boardwalk 
at the Beach was replete with restaurants.  
Old timers would tell tales of going into one 
of the establishments to buy a nickel mug 
of beer, and having the bartender throw out 
in front of them a dozen crabs, gratis. The 
establishments were making their money 
on the beer, and could afford to provide the 
crabs as an inducement.  

In the days before Cap’n Archie Lewis 
of Lottsburg invented the crab pot, most 
crabs were caught by trotline, and Monroe 
Bay was lined with trotlines going in many 
directions. In essence, the trotline gave the 
crab a more sporting chance to escape than 
does the present crab pot, despite its cull 
rings that are designed to provide a way out 
for juvenile crabs.

Colonial Beach with its crab shores was 
the crab capital of the Northern Neck. 
Whenever I visit the Beach I miss the ven-
erable old shores, and the great crabs and 
other cuisine that was their standard fare. 
This year’s bumper crab season causes me 
to think of those days even more nostalgi-
cally.

 Old timers would tell 
tales of going into one of 
the establishments to buy 
a nickel mug of beer, and 
having the bartender throw 
out in front of them a dozen 
crabs, gratis.

Lives don’t matter to Islamist 
suicide bombers. Not even their 
own. Their religion promises 
them a reward in their hereafter, 
and they will be celebrated as 
martyrs by admirers in the here 
now. How should this compli-
cated issue be dealt with? More 
of the same, or an entirely new 
approach?

 Lives don’t matter to Mexi-
can drug cartel bosses killing to 
control the flow of drugs into the 
U.S. They slaughter competitors, 
police, mayors, politicians, border 
guards, anyone who dares get in 
their way. How should this issue 
be dealt with? More of the same, 
or an entirely new approach?

 Lives don’t matter to inner-city 
gang members who wantonly 
murder for drug distribution terri-
tory. Maybe we should try some 
new remedies. Like, for instance, 
securing our borders to close 
down the drug flow. Even if it 
requires a wall. Maybe more jobs 
and gainful employment would 
help as well.

 Lives do matter to the mothers 
and kin we see tearfully wailing all 
over the world. How do we depart 
from the path we’re on? What are 
the choices?

 Lives do matter for the won-
derful congregants of that beau-
tiful brick Baptist Church on 
Church Street, Kilmarnock, to 
that old white one on Irvington 
Road, Irvington, and all the con-
gregants and people in between 
and beyond. 

 If all the readers of this paper 
were under one big tent, I’ll bet 
we could agree on candidates for 
president preferable to the ones 
we have. Smile if you think this is 
true. Smile again if the people that 
just came to mind are experienced 
politicians. Stop frowning now.

 It’s too late for that. We and the 
rest have given ourselves a choice 
of only two. More of the same, or 
entirely different. Choose.

Paul Boyenga,
Kilmarnock

Do lives
really matter?

Focal Point

Morning masts on Lodge Creek—Olverson’s Lodge Creek Marina

Photo by Angela Dawson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
The recent flooding in Louisi-

ana is the worst natural disaster 
to hit the U.S. since Superstorm 
Sandy in 2012.

While it is too early to fully 
assess the damage, scope and 
magnitude of this disaster, early 
estimates predict the massive 
American Red Cross relief effort 
in Louisiana could cost at least 
$30 million dollars—and we 
haven’t raised nearly enough in 
donations to cover this cost. 

This week Shirley Grant, 
executive director of the Nor-
thumberland County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross, said she 
and Bill Crowther, president and 
chief executive officer of Lilian 
Lumber Inc., met and decided to 
go into partnership with the goal 
of raising more awareness and 
much needed financial support

 This work, however, is only 
possible with your support. 
Please donate today so we can 
continue to help families who 
have lost everything to the his-
toric floods in Louisiana by stop-
ping by Lilian Lumber Company 
Inc. True Value Home Center, 
15115 Northumberland High-
way, Burgess. Your donation can 
be made by credit card, check or 
cash from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
days through Fridays, or 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturdays. 

 More than 1,700 Red Cross 
workers from all 50 states are 
standing with affected Louisiana 
families in the aftermath of this 
heartbreaking disaster, which 
took 13 lives and damaged over 
40,000 homes. The Red Cross 
and partners have served more 
than 200,000 meals and snacks, 
distributed more than 32,000 
relief items, helped replace or 
provided much needed medica-
tions, glasses and more since the 
flooding began.

Dana-Joy Nay, office manager, 
American Red Cross, 

Northumberland County

Red Cross
issues call
for assistance

YOUR LETTERS

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the August 

24, 1906, issue of the Vir-
ginia Citizen)

Fish And 
Oyster Notes

George Payne and Warren 
Brown, of Fredericksburg, 
caught a sturgeon weigh-
ing nearly a hundred pounds 
in the Rappahannock river 
above that city.

Members of the State 
Board of Fisheries reached 
Irvington last night on police 
steamer Accomac and will 
leave this morning on the 
new flagship for St. George’s 
Island, Md., to discuss in 
Joint Session with Mary-
land’s new Shell Fish Com-
mission ways and means for 
better law enforcement in 
the Potomac river.

During a long series of 
downpours at Suffolk last 
week the rain clouds depos-
ited on Main street a spe-
cies of sea serpent, the like 
of which never before seen 
hereabouts. The Clerk of 
Market managed to get the 
visitor into a large box and 
hundreds of persons have 
inspected the thing, which 
still is alive, and which will 
bite at clubs or anything 
else thrown within reach. 
Doctors say the specimen 
belongs to the eel family, but 
it is larger than any eel seen 
in this State.

Middlesex 
County Notes

On Monday of this week 
Howard Gresham, a small 
boy, while bathing near Don-
aldson’s Wharf, Urbanna, 
came near being drowned. 

The doctors say he is not out 
of danger yet.

Sam Webb, while operat-
ing a cut-off saw, run by gas-
oline, this week at Urbanna, 
had one of his hands sawed 
off.

The Md., Del. & Va. Co. 
recently gave a complimen-
tary excursion to the Baptist 
Sunday school of Urbanna 
on the steamer Potomac, 
from Urbanna to Tappahan-
nock and return.

Baseball Notes
The Reedville team will 

play two games with Cris-
f ield in the latter city this 

week-one Friday and one 
Saturday.

Saluda defeated Tappahan-
nock in two clean cut games 
on the latter’s diamond 
Monday. First game score 9 
to 3 and second 5 to 4.

The game played between 
the Rappahannock and Farn-
ham teams on the former’s 
grounds, near Simonsons, 
recently resulted in an easy 
victory for the Rappahan-
nock boys.

Score 5 to 1.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. 

Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

Do you 
remember?

This 1948 photo 
submitted by Rae 
Frances Talley shows 
(from left) Jean Watts, 
Jeanne Blake, Nancy 
Hubbard, Dorothy Lee 
Norris and Betty Jo 
Venable with a new 
1949 Ford in front of 
the Crowther Ford 
building in downtown 
Kilmarnock. The 
building is now 
occupied by Rivah 
Antiques and 
Accessories, reported 
Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do 
you remember?” is a 
public service of the 
museum.

Sounds of summer.
The summer doldrums are 

upon us and I have yet to make 
it to the beach, to hear the 
ocean’s roar, the waves crashing 
on the shore.

I didn’t make it to the moun-
tains either, or sailing, or fish-
ing, or swimming, or surfing.

I don’t really miss the surfing. 
I don’t surf. I just threw it in 
the mix because it sounds like 
a summer activity that I would 
never have found the time for, 
if I surfed, but I don’t. If I did, 
I would have enjoyed it at the 
beach.

But, I did hear some music.
I took in seven of the nine 

shows on the Music by the 
River schedule at Belle Isle 
State Park. The other two were 
cancelled due to spring rains, 
or extreme heat during the Dog 
Days of summer.

Yeah, Dog Days of summer, 
you know the period from 
early June through mid or late 
August when Sirius, the Dog 
Star, rises with the sun, a period 
also marked by the hottest, most 
humid days of the year.

I’m sweating just thinking 
about it. 

Not to be confused with 
working like a dog, which is 
my excuse for putting summer 
dreams on hold.

I also caught a show or two, 
in no particular order, at Savan-
nah Joe’s; KC’s at Windmill 
Point Marina (close to a beach, 
but no ocean); KC’s Crabs & 
Cues; Sunset, Moonshine & 
Music at Tides Inn; Willaby’s; 
Music Under the Stars at the 
KVFD Carnival Grounds; The 
Lancaster By the Bay Chamber 
of Commerce Rhythm, Brews 
and BBQ; Ingram Bay Marina’s 
Bay Bash Fishing Tournament 
and Benefit Concert; Tony’s 
and the Veterans United Home 
Loans Amphitheater at Virginia 
Beach.

Yeah, I went all the way to 
Virginia Beach and never saw 
the ocean.

I saw, in no particular order,  
Sportsbar Rockstar, Pretty 
Heavy, The Trongone Band, Big 
Pay Back, Pat Moore, Just Us, 
Legacy, Cedar Creek, Ray Pitt-
man, Rappahannock Crossing, 
Bill & Pam Gurley, Mary & The 
Janes, Amy Ladd & Friends, 
Mercy Creek, Stuck on a Name, 
Southern Grace, The Deloreans, 
Justin Burke, J J & Company, 
Beer Money, Jackson Ward, Out 
on a Limb, Chris Stanley, Fine 
Swiss Cheese, Something Dif-
ferent Duo and Dixie Chicks.

I heard, in no particular 
order, rock, country, bluegrass,  
gospel, reggae, covers, originals 
and variations thereof.

I also heard crickets chirping 
and mosquitos buzzing, like at 
the beach.

I did not get sunburned. 
But summer is not over until I 

visit a beach, any beach—ocean 
or not. Splash!
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CUSTOM DESIGNED &  
BUILT GREENHOUSES

 Year Round Fresh Greens, Vegetables,  
 Fruit, Herbs and Flowers.

 Year Round Seasonal  
 Growth Protection.

 Year Round Protection  
 From Deer, Squirrels & Insects.

Call Today For A 
Free Consultation:
(804) 435-6141

Do More of What You Love to Do All Year Round.

The Gin Game

September 9-10, 
16-17 & 22-24
7:00 p.m. Social Hour 
8:00 p.m. Curtain

September 11 & 18 
Matinees 
2:00 p.m. Social Hour
3:00 p.m. Curtain

presents

804-435-3776   lancasterplayers.org

Weller Martin is playing solitaire on the porch of a seedy nursing home. Enter 
Fonsia Dorsey, a prim, self righteous lady. They discover they both dislike the home 
and enjoy gin rummy, so they begin to play and to reveal intimate details of their 
lives. Fonsia wins every time and their secrets become weapons used against one 
another. Weller longs for a victory to counter a lifetime of defeats but it doesn’t 
happen. He leaves the stage a broken man and Fonsia realizes her self-righteous 
rigidity has led to an embittered, lonely old age.

THIS PLAY CONTAINS ADULT LANGUAGE.

by Donald L. Coburn 
Directed by Rebecca Tebbs Nunn

Record of the Past
1935

A new bridge to serve the North-
ern Neck was the topic of the adja-
cent news item in the August 22, 
1935, issue of the Rappahannock 
Record. This one involved efforts to 
build a bridge across the Potomac 
River between Dahlgren and Mary-
land.

“Leading business men and citizens 
of the Northern Neck and Maryland 
have advocated bridging the Potomac 
at this point for a number of years, 
and in recent times strenuous efforts 
have been made to make the dream a 
reality,” states the article.

The proposed George Wash-
ington Memorial Bridge opened 
in 1940, but by then the expected 
name was already taken by a bridge 
in New York and it simply became 
the Potomac River Bridge. It was 
renamed the Harry W. Nice Memo-
rial Bridge in 1967 to honor a former 
Maryland governor.

As with our local Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge across the Rap-
pahannock River, approaching 60 
years old, discussions are being held 
these days about the need to also 
replace the 76-year-old bridge across 
the Potomac. 

As a further indicator of the cycle 
of things in the Northern Neck, 
another front page article in the same 
1935 issue of the Record lamented 
the scarcity of crabs in the Chesa-
peake Bay that summer. Many crab 
packing houses were simply shut 
down, but “the best scientific brains 
of the state [Maryland] are at work 
on the problem of increasing the 
supply,” stated the article.

As the Record prepares to cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary, we are 
looking back over some of the more 
than 5,000 issues that have appeared 
since 1916. A special section that 
will include notable front pages and 
other features through the years will 
be published on October 6, and the 
Record will host an open house on 
October 7.

Win a free 
subscription for life

Except for photographs of two 1916 
pages, the Record archives don’t begin 
until 1925 and we are trying to find 
earlier papers to add to the collection. 
If you have a paper or papers dated 
1916 through 1924, please bring them 

by our office to enter our “Find the 
Oldest Record” contest. We will 
make arrangements to have them 
professionally scanned and, if you 
wish, return the originals to you. The 
owner of the oldest pre-1925 paper 
will win a free Record subscription 
for life!

Share your 
Record memories

How has the Record affected 
your life or that of an organization 
with which you are associated? Do 
you remember the “hot metal” days 
when the paper operated Linotypes 
and its own press, or do you remem-
ber some of the people who pro-
duced the paper and the atmosphere 
around the office in days gone by? 
We would love to have your recol-
lections in 200 words or less to be 
included in the October 6 special 
section. The deadline is September 
15. Items may be mailed, brought to 
the office, or emailed to fred@Rap-
precord.com.

Youth contests planned
The Record invites the younger 

generation to participate in its 
100th anniversary by entering 
an essay contest. Prizes will be 
awarded for the top three essays 
from middle school and high 
school students. The topic is “Past, 
Present and Future: Why is the 
Rappahannock Record important 
in our community?” 

Elementary school students will be 
invited to win prizes by creating craft 
items using recycled newspapers. 

Invitations will be going out next 
week to students in Lancaster and 
Northumberland public schools 
and Chesapeake Academy. Home-
schooled children also may par-
ticipate. The deadline for entries is 
October 14. The first-, second- and 
third-place winning essays in each 
division will be published in the 
October 28 issue of the Record.

The Northern Neck-Mid-
dlesex Free Health Clinic 
(NNMFHC) recently released 
comments of support and 
observations on several of its 
patients.

The NNMFHC has “blessed 
us in so many ways,” said CH 
of Richmond County, who was 
in recently to update her eligi-
bility status.

She cited the clinic’s “excel-
lent work” and “excellent doc-
tors” who see patients during 
the day and evening medical 
clinics and who make sure 
they get the tests, medicines 
and referrals they need. She 
spoke for herself and in behalf 
of her late husband, who died 
three years ago. He had suf-
fered from chronic condi-
tions, but the respect and care 
he received at the clinic pro-
longed his life. 

At the clinic, she said, are 
“people who care. This clinic 
is awesome. I recommend it to 
everyone I know.” 

Her statements reflect the 
NNMFHC’s mission of assur-
ing health care reaches those 
in need. The mission is real-
ized daily, one person at a 
time: 

from the hospital but had no 
medical home. That evening 
at the clinic he was screened 
for eligibility and seen by a 
provider, his prescriptions 
were reviewed and filled, and 
he was scheduled for follow-
up care.

wife works, and their monthly 
income totals about $600—
well below the federal pov-
erty level (FPL). He suffers 
from diabetes, coronary artery 

Free health clinic is helping 
community, one person at a time

disease, and hypertension. 
Through provider visits and 
medications filled at the clinic 
he is able to manage his con-
ditions and continue work-
ing. If he had to purchase the 
medicines on his own the cost 
would be $1,130 a month, 
or about double the family’s 
entire income. 

discharged from the hospital 
but needed follow-up care and 
medicines. The clinic phar-
macy filled the prescriptions, 
delivered them to him at the 
hospital to take home for the 
weekend, and scheduled him 
for a follow-up visit at the 
clinic. 

part time and attends college 
full time toward a profes-
sional medical career. She 
also makes too little money 
to qualify for health insurance 
through the Affordable Care 
Act. She—and many others 
like her— found health care 
services at the NNMFHC. 

makes about $1,400 per 
month, or 150% of the FPL. 
Since the medical clinic 
serves those with incomes 
up to 200% of the FPL, she 
is able to see a provider and 
obtain medicines to manage 
her chronic conditions. A 
diabetic with hyperlipid-
emia, her medicines alone 
would take half her gross 
income every month if she 
purchased them on her own. 
Instead she is able to pay for 
other living expenses—and 
keep working. 

If you can’t find a doctor, 
are ineligible for insurance, 
can’t afford insurance, can’t 

afford your medicines, can’t 
find a dentist, need chronic 
disease management, or need 
a health-care home, call the 
NNMFHC at 435-0575. New 
patient screenings are held 
daily.

The NNMFHC is a com-

munity-driven nonprofit 
funded entirely by donation, 
delivering services through 
a vast volunteer network. All 
donations are deeply appreci-
ated and may be sent to the 
NNMFHC at P.O. Box 1694, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482.

Sponsored by:

Word of the Week
tumid
adjective 

by swellingNewspapers bring learning to 

Who do you call for . . .
House painting? Plumbing problems? 

Help with yard work?
Legal advice? Home repairs/remodeling? 

Grading the driveway?
Cleaning the pool? Repairing a leaky roof? 
Fixing the heat or AC? Cleaning the house? 

Who can help?
If the answer is YOU, let people know 
by joining the Business & Professional Directory 

appearing in the Record every week. 
Call 804-435-1701

Advertise 
your

Labor Day 
Sales!

Rappahannock Record
Labor Day Edition

Publishes September 1st
Ad deadline August 29

Call 435-1701
sara@rapprecord.com

jessica@rapprecord.com
marilyn@rapprecord.com
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The Turkey Shoot 

 
 

Sept 30, Oct 1-2  2016 
LARGEST REGATTA IN SOUTHERN BAY 

A HOSPICE REGATTA
Irvington, VA


