
KILMARNOCK—Lillian Ann Smith is a 
retired teacher who owns stock in Dominion 
Resources Inc. She also owns a home within 
feet of where the company’s power and energy 
division proposes to erect 10 transmission 
towers across the Rappahannock River.

“My property values will go down…which is 
okay for me, but not good for the county when 
property taxes go down,” Smith said as one of 
the first speakers during Virginia State Corpora-
tion Commission (SCC) public hearings July 6 
at Lancaster Middle School.

The hearings gave citizens an opportunity 
to express their opinions on Dominion Power’s 
application to erect 10 steel and concrete towers 
near the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge. 
Opponents want the company to put the lines 
underground or attach insulated cables to the 
bridge.

“We don’t want our visual integrity trumped 
by this tower design,” Smith told hearing exam-
iner Alexander F. Skirpan Jr. and SCC commis-
sioner Judith Williams Jagdmann, the only SCC 
commissioner attending the hearings.

Smith was one of an estimated 400 citizens 
who attended the hearings. Public response 
appeared overwhelmingly against Dominion 
Power. 

Only three people spoke in favor of the plan, 
while citizens speaking against the towers 
spilled over from the 2 p.m. session into the 7 
p.m. session. About a dozen people had to leave 
before their names were called to be heard. The 
hearings wrapped up just before the cut-off time 
of 10 p.m.

Former District 99 Del. Albert Pollard chas-

tised Dominion Power for not being open and 
honest with the public.

“Dominion Power is a public service corpo-
ration…chartered by the state,” Pollard said. 
As such, it has a duty to inform the public; but 
instead, Dominion has a “pattern of obfusca-
tion,” he said.

For example, while the company initially 
reported the towers would increase 2 to 14 feet, 

the actual increase was up to 41 feet, Pollard 
said. Dominion’s report to the Lancaster board 
of supervisors only showed one tower that didn’t 
represent the actual size, he added. 

Several speakers noted the company’s online 
drawing of the towers misrepresented their 
height, location and how they would appear to 
drivers as they crossed the bridge.

It wasn’t until citizens got involved that the 

truth came out, Pollard said. “This whole con-
troversy could have been avoided.” 

Engineering consultant Ian Omersher of 
Irvington said Dominion’s plans would put the 
power lines closer to the bridge than in any other 
place in the U.S.  

“It connects rural communities, not industri-
alized areas. The current towers are ugly, but 
they are built with natural materials so they 
blend with the trees in the background,” said 
Omersher. Also, because they are located near 
the shoreline, they do not obstruct the view for 
most of the crossing.

Peter Mansfield of Middlesex, a mechanical 
engineer and Middlesex County supervisor, 
said the board of supervisors passed a resolu-
tion that the line go underground. “Dominion 
has a line that goes under the creek…where I 
live…because it was cheaper.” He noted that on 
Lake Erie, power lines are underwater for 100 
miles. Also, he said the company shouldn’t have 
to trench the muddy riverbed. “Lay the line and 
it will sink into the mud.”
Cost estimates 

After noting Dominion’s disparity between 
overly high estimates to actual costs on other 
crossing projects, Omersher said, “There is defi-
nitely something wrong with the way Dominion 
prices their crossings.”

Attorney Ammon Dunton Jr. of Merry Point 
said he asked Dominion’s estimator how he 
arrived at $90 million to take the line under-
ground.

After discussing the need to trench for three 
separate lines, “…he said he didn’t want to be 
embarrassed if he came out too low,” Dunton 
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CLARAVILLE—Three members 
of the Northumberland school board 
were called “racists” and an “abomi-
nation” by citizens and black church 
leaders during Monday night’s school 
board meeting.

At the same time, others praised the 
three members and apologized that 
they had been unjustly treated.  

The high school auditorium was 
nearly filled to capacity by citizens 
opposed and those in support of the 
reassignment of middle school prin-
cipal Mike Ransome to the central 
office position of pupil personnel 
director. 

Those opposed dismissed District 5 
member Gayle Sterrett’s explanation 

that the move should be considered a 
promotion. “Mr. Ransome could use 
his strengths and talents for at-risk 
students to…help them become more 
engaged and successful in school…” 
She said the position was not a demo-
tion but would cover all three schools 
and that he could design and expand it 
to fit the needs of students.

The board action to transfer Ran-
some took place during a routine end-
of-year meeting on June 29. Sterrett 
made a motion to reassign Ransome 
to the position which superintendent 
Rebecca Gates was advertising to fill. 
The motion passed on a 2-1-1 vote. 

Board chairman Dean Sumner 
did not attend the meeting. Sterrett’s 
motion was supported by District 
1 member Dana O’Bier. District 3 

member Gerald Howard was opposed 
and vice chairman District 4 member 
Betty Christopher abstained.

However, rescinding that vote was 
added to the July 11 agenda. Before 
approval of the agenda could be made, 
O’Bier made a motion to remove the 
item from the agenda. 

“We just gave the man a contract 
three weeks ago and you want to 
breech a contract,” said Sumner. “As 
far as I’m concerned, you’ve back-
doored this” by not informing anyone 
in advance of the meeting, Sumner 
said. “I’ve never breeched a contract 
and I don’t plan on breeching one 
now.”

“The superintendent was told prior 
to that meeting,” O’Bier replied. “If she 
didn’t bring it up to you, that’s her fault.”

“You confirmed his contract in 
June,” Howard argued. Two weeks 
later you back-door it. If Mr. Ran-
some decided to sue us over this, you 
taxpayers would pay,” he said, point-
ing to the public. “If he wants to be a 
principal, he should be allowed.”

On a 3-2 vote, the item was removed 
from the agenda. Supporting O’Bier 
were Sterrett and Christopher.

Members of the gallery erupted 
with shouts of disapproval. During 
the first public comments section, the 
community directed their comments 
to O’Bier, Sterrett and Christopher, 
several calling for their removal from 
the board.

Kathryn “Kitty” Creeth called them 
“deceitful” and their actions “illegal 
with racial overtones…I feel sorry for 

Mike (Ransome) and (superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca) Gates. I do not like the 
racial prejudice on both sides.”

LaToya Caster defended Ransome, 
saying he was instrumental in closing 
the education gap between black and 
white students since he became prin-
cipal two years ago.

Melissa Kearse asked what is going 
to happen to their kids without Ran-
some at the helm. Referring to the 
end-of-year budget surplus, she said, 
“That $100,000 that you turned back 
over to the county could have been 
used for our children.”

The Rev. Linwood Blizzard called 
the board action “…a dehumaniza-
tion of Mike Ransome.” According to 

WHITE STONE—White Stone’s 
2015-16 budget was about as bal-
anced as it could get, according to a 
report by town manager Patrick Frere 
at last Thursday’s council meeting. 

White Stone ended the year in the 
black by $200 after realizing 99.95% 
of the projected revenue and 99.84% 
of the projected expenditures. 

“I would have liked to have been in 
the black a little more,” said Frere. 

Along with its general fund expen-
ditures of $132,401 for 2016, the 
town contributed $22,727 to special 
projects, including $14,000 in mort-
gage payback and $8,727 for capital 
improvement. 

In other business, Frere reported on 
the status of pending downtown revi-
talization and housing rehabilitation 
grants. 

Council also received a copy of a 
letter drafted by Rep. Rob Wittman 

to the Virginia Secretary of Trans-
portation regarding the need for con-
struction of a new bridge across the 
Rappahannock River from White 
Stone to Topping. Rep. Wittman’s 
letter expresses concern over the 
safety of the 59-year-old Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge and asked 
“that VDOT and the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board consider the 
concerns raised by the community 
and local elected officials, and give 
priority to replacing the Norris Bridge 
in the Commonwealth’s transporta-
tion planning process.”

The White Stone Town Council 
passed a resolution during a special 
meeting three weeks ago in support of 
building a new bridge. The Northern 
Neck Planning District Commission 
will submit a request to have the new 
bridge evaluated under the House Bill 
2 (HB2) prioritization process. Con-
struction of a new bridge must be 
included in the state’s six-year plan.

White Stone ends 2015-16
budget cycle ‘in the black’

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Opponents outnumber proponents speaking
at SCC hearing on Dominion’s proposed towers

Dozens of citizens spoke during Virginia State Corporation Commission public hearings 
July 6, including Eddie Blanks, above. Testimony lasted seven-and-a-half hours as the 
2 p.m. hearing ran over into the 7 p.m. session.

by Audrey Thomasson

Summer splash
Time for a dip in Deltaville. Photo by Monica Sherrod

Heated discussion surrounds school board decision to reassign Ransome
by Audrey Thomasson

SCC HEARING, continued on page A2

SCHOOL BOARD, continued on page A2



InsideNews   July 14, 2016
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed     ❑ New  ❑ Renewal

❑ Bill me  ❑ Charge to

❑ $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

❑ $27.00 newspaper only

❑ $39.00 paper & online versions

For papers mailed to other areas:
❑ $37.00 newspaper only  

❑ $49.00 paper & online versions 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

❑ $25.00  newspaper only    

❑ $34.00 paper & online versions 

Online (PDF) version only:

Order your subscription online at 
www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp, or use this form:

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Local news you won’t find anywhere else.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22,  Audrey@RappRecord.com
Madison White Franks

extension 28, Madison@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Jessica Michels-Mancini

extension 15, Jessica@RappRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701

Production:
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

extension 17, Sarah@RappRecord.com
Stephanie Feria

extension 26, Stephanie@RappRecord.com
Gloria Bosher 

extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com
Brenda Burtner 

extension 24

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff,  Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com

Susan Robertson, 

extension 12 
SusanRobertson@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Michelle Smith, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Michelle@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

appahannock

 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632

Susan Simmons & Kate Oliver,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

To reach members of the staff, dial the 
main phone number, 435-1701, and 

prompted, or use the e-mail address.

RAL July Exhibit

June 28 - July 30 
WorksSmall

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF
R

RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
804- 436 - 9309, ralgallery.com

said. “Dominion did not put 
it out for bids. They did not 
develop reasonable specifica-
tions for the project. I’m quite 
sure it would be a lot less than 
that—maybe the same price as 
the towers.”

“We need better estimates” 
of costs for putting power lines 
underwater, said Jeff Szyper-
ski of Irvington. Speaking as 
a banker, he said “Tourism is 
the lead dog in making this 
economy work.” People became 
residents after they stayed at the 
Tides Inn or came here by boat 
or vacationed here. But he said 
the population has been declin-
ing.

“We’re trying to engender 
some kind of recovery here. 
We do not need any more head-
winds,” said Szyperski.

Marty Mothershead of 
Warsaw was one of three 
people who spoke in favor of 
the towers. Representing North-
ern Neck Electric Cooperative’s 
interest, he stated the company 
buys power from Dominion for 
the co-op’s 18,000 customers on 
the Northern Neck.

“We are concerned about reli-
ability. We do not believe attach-
ing the line to the bridge is a 
good scenario,” he said, noting 
an overhead line will last 40 
years, while an underground line 
has a lifespan of just 20 years.

However, when asked by an 
SCC attorney how often power 
attached to the bridge has been 
shut off, Mothershead replied, 
“Not very often. Once a couple 
of years ago.”

Under further questioning, 
he said his comments were not 
based on any studies on attach-
ing insulated lines to the bridge 
or trenching the riverbed.
Tourism

Citizens referred to the coun-
ty’s comprehensive plan call-
ing for protection of natural 
resources and the economy’s 
dependence on tourists and retir-
ees. It was mentioned that Lan-
caster ranks seventh in the state 
for tourism, while Middlesex is 
fifth.

Dunton said the county has 
experienced a decline in the sea-
food and agriculture industries 
and increased dependence on 
tourism and retirees.

“The view from the bridge is 
one of the scenic highlights in 
Virginia. Preservation Virginia 
has called it…a statewide trea-
sure that needs to be preserved. 
There is not a site of industrial 
activity anywhere. Suddenly, we 
are faced with huge towers and 
fenders.”

Tides Inn general manager 
Gordon Slatford said, “Resorts 

are created in locations that offer 
natural beauty. The uniqueness 
of this area will be permanently 
desecrated” by the towers. He 
stated that Dominion has been 
cavalier in dissemination of 
information and that consulta-
tion with tourism partners, his-
toric sights and other local agen-
cies was not part of the process 
until it was forced on them.

“The only thing we can sell 
here is our quality of life,” said 
Jimmie Carter of Mosquito 
Point. Noting the local economy 
has not seen recovery from the 
recession, and concern that the 
towers will hurt the area’s tour-
ism and flow of retirees moving 
here, he said, “We don’t know 
what straw will break the cam-
el’s back.”

Carter said between Northern 
Virginia and Maine there are 
15 bridges with water crossings 
wider than one mile, “…none 
have towers.” 

“If we lose our economic 
base, contractors will close shop 
and go bust, retail will be shut-
tered,” said Dermot McNulty.

Gary L. Hooper of Irvington 
stressed the importance of entic-
ing retirees to the county and 
their impact on the economy 
because they build homes here, 
with a high percentage of the 
materials and labor coming from 
local sources. The number of 
retirees in Lancaster’s popula-
tion increased from 28% in 2000 
to 35% in 2014, while the state 
retirement population is at 14%, 
he said. 

“It’s time for Dominion to care 
about our resources and future,” 
said Hooper.
Tower impact

“I represent the majority of 
Lancaster County who don’t 
agree that the power line should 
go underwater,” said Morattico 
resident James Vick. “There’s 
only one reason the York River 
line went under water and that’s 
the Navy.” 

Vick said he worked on trans-
mission lines as an occupation.

“Over 99% of tower lines are 
overhead lines.There’s 25 feet of 
mud on the river bottom. No one 
knows what is under that river.” 
He said transmission towers 
have not prevented people from 
visiting or building in sight of 
transmission towers in areas 
like Hampton Roads and Ports-
mouth.

Roy Carter of White Stone 
said other areas with towers are 
in heavily populated areas with 
a lot of industry around, but that 
there is no industry in Lancaster 
County. 

“When people go to the beach, 
they go for the beach. When they 

the law, reassignment has to be 
done before June 15, he said. 
“The superintendent reassigns, 
not the school board.”

“You still have the opportu-
nity to correct this mistake,” 
said Susan Foxhall. “It is his 
first amendment right.”

Michael Harwood said he 
was shocked and disappointed. 
“Mike Ransome represents the 
very best,” he said.

One man claimed the deci-
sion might be based on Ran-
some’s recent public speeches 
titled “White Privilege,” which 
he said caused some unwar-
ranted controversy.

“This is an abomination to 
their positions,” said former 
school board chairman Dick 
Saxer. “This group is not done 
with you. Hopefully, Ms. 
O’Bier will be gone.” 

Speaking as a former school 
superintendent, Saxer claimed it 
is the superintendent’s decision 
to place people in positions, not 
the board’s. He added he would 
no longer speak to O’Bier, Ster-
rett and Christopher and repri-
manded board attorney Brad 
King for not speaking during 
the session.

Kandise Lucas of Richmond 
called the board’s action an “act 
of terrorism” and accused them 
of 50 civil rights violations.

Dr. Pamela Struss said the 
board should have held the vote 
on Ransome in full public view 
at a regular board meeting. 

Laurie Morissette said the sit-
uation did not have to happen. 
“Transparency is a fundamental 
duty. Consistency is vital,” she 
said. 

“This is calculated deceit,” 
said the Rev. Dr. Tyron West. 
He claimed the board’s reason 
for hiding the vote was because 
there was a “potential racist 
decision behind this…to rid our 
students of such a talented edu-
cator as Mike Ransome.”

Those who supported the 
board decision spoke during 
the second public comment sec-

go here, they’re going for the 
natural beauty…Once you get 
20 seconds onto the bridge, you 
have an unobstructed view of the 
river…The (proposed) towers 
will be a huge distraction. The 
cross wires on those towers are 
wider than the bridge,” he added. 

As a national lecturer on how 
businesses can increase their 
base, Roy Carter said he tells 
executives the first impression is 
the most important. The towers 
will take away that “first impres-
sion…and harm our economy. 
People won’t come here,” he 
said.

He cited winter unemploy-
ment statistics in Lancaster that 
are twice that of the state, an 
indication of the impact of tour-
ism on the county’s economy.

In addition, he said the county 
is trying to build the tourist 
base through attractions like the 
artisan trail, wine trail and the 
oyster trail, which the state also 
embraced. The quality of the 
area’s oysters attracts visitors to 
area restaurants, he said. 

“Our economy is based on 
tourism. If we hurt tourism, we 
hurt the whole state of Virginia,” 
said Roy Carter.
Safety and security

Sailing enthusiasts claimed 
the proposed fenders for guiding 

boaters through the tower and 
bridge structure will be a naviga-
tional hazard, especially at night 
and in high winds or fog.

Former professor of technol-
ogy engineering and program 
design William James Haynie 
said that, unlike other speak-
ers, he believes Dominion does 
care. However, in this case they 
are wrong, Haynie said. The 
towers are accessible to terror-
ists and can be hit by a barge, 
he noted. While sailing on the 
river, Haynie said he’s gotten 
into such bad weather that he 
“…would not make it through 
those fenders. With the wind 
against me it would take three 
tacks…” to make it through, he 
said.

“The Coast Guard should 
have weighed in on this,” said 
Bruce Julian. “The fenders are a 
serious hazard.”

“Dominion’s proposal would 
add towers where there are none 
today,” said Lancaster Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie. He noted the 
fenders would present obstacles 
for boaters which would result 
in accidents and require involve-
ment by first responders. 

“Dominion has evaded even 
polite discussion with the 
public,” said Irvington council-
man Mike Merrill. He noted 

that having 200-foot fenders 
is asking for trouble, while the 
towers present “diminished 
security.”

Ret. U.S. Marine Corps Gen-
eral John Sheehan said the events 
of 911 have changed the way we 
live. “Eighty-five percent of our 
nation’s key infrastructure is pri-
vately owned by companies like 
Dominion…but very little addi-
tional security has been made by 
companies like Dominion.”

Sheehan said no one is 
immune to terrorist attacks any-
more, as recent events have dem-
onstrated. “Dominion has a duty 
to provide safe, secure electricity 
to its customers. This is a dif-
ferent world. It’s time to put the 
lines underground,” he said.
Next step

The SCC hearing process will 
continue at 10 a.m. Septem-
ber 20 in the SCC second-floor 
courtroom in the Tyler Building, 
1300 East Main Street, Rich-
mond. Witnesses will only be 
heard at the beginning of the 
meeting.  

Written public comments may 
be submitted online to the SCC 
until September 13. Refer to 
case number PUE 2016-00021 
on the comment page at scc.vir-
ginia.gov/case/publiccomments.
aspx.

tion at the end of a meeting that 
spilled into the fourth hour.

“I’ve never heard any one 
called an abomination,” said 
the Rev. Carl Perez. “The com-
munity should be respectful.” 
While admitting he did not like 
the way it was handled, he said, 
“At the end of the day, Mr. Ran-
some will be good in any posi-
tion he will serve.

“Mrs. O’Bier, I am sorry. I 
cannot imagine how much hurt 
and pain we as a community 
have done to you. You are not 
a racist. You are not mean. You 
are not ill-willed. Nor do you 
have a personal agenda.”

Perez said he read O’Bier’s 
side of the story in the Rappa-
hannock Record regarding the 
incident over a discipline report. 
“I saw that you did everything 
you could” to bring this prob-
lem to light. “We have to stop 
calling the race card. You’re not 
to be disrespected…We need 
to work together. Our kids are 
seeing what we are doing and 
we’re preparing them to take 
over for us. God help us.” 

Christy Livesay noted a large 
number of behavioral issues 
at the middle school that were 
going unreported and with no 
consequences for bad behavior. 

“So many want to vilify our 
teachers,” said Karen Baker. 
“They’ve labeled them racists, 
so they are afraid to speak up.”

Baker said discipline starts in 
the home and should not be the 
burden of teachers. 

Sam Baker said he wanted to 
offer O’Bier his appreciation 
and gratitude. She’s come under 
fire for bringing the discipline 
problem to the attention of the 
school resource officer (SRO), 
he said. Baker claimed people 
have said “outright lies” about 
her. 

“Mrs. O’Bier has patiently 
waited for the truth to come to 
light. It’s deeply disturbing that 
so many came out to support the 
issue rather than ask why there 
is discrepancy. School violence 

is kept a secret. There are dis-
crepancies in reporting issues 
to the SRO. Allowing this sort 
of environment is a failure of 
the administration and public 
trust,” he said.

Steve Berman criticized 
Gates for not giving departing 
teachers an exit interview.

“They left because of a lack 
of discipline, lack of respect, 
and administration bullying 
tactics,” said Berman, adding 
that the bullying stopped teach-
ers from speaking up about the 
problems.

Additionally, he accused 
Gates of allowing discipline 
records to be viewed by people 
who were not authorized to see 
them, in violation of the law, 
and failing to conduct an inves-
tigation when laws were broken 
in reporting student discipline 
problems.

He noted Gates’ contract 
states the superintendent has 
charge of the administration 
under the board’s approval.

Tina Withers said while Ran-
some has been in the school 
system two years, no one in the 
community came out to sup-
port the transfer of a 20-year 
employee when she was moved 
from an assistant principal 
position mid-year.

SCC hearing on towers attracts crowd 
continued from page A1

School board catches heat
continued from page A1
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Lancaster Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie this week 
reported a misdemeanor charge 
against one individual.

A Mosquito Point Road man, 
23, was charged July 8 with fail-
ing to appear on a traffic sum-
mons.
Activity report

July 4: Staff responded to 
East Church Street to assist the 
Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) with a report of gunshots 
near a residence, to the 3900 
block of White Chapel Road 
for a reported fight in progress 
involving weapons, to Court 
House and Mary Ball roads for 
a reported reckless driver, to the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge for a traffic hazard, to the 
700 block of Paynes Creek Road 
for a report of a possible explo-
sion, and to Morattico Road for a 
single-vehicle traffic crash.

July 5: Staff responded to the 
4600 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a possible burglary in prog-
ress, to River and White Chapel 
roads for a traffic hazard, to the 
100 block of South Main Street 
to assist KPD with a reported 
fight in progress, to the 1200 
block of Riverwood Drive for a 
possible verbal disturbance, and 
to the 100 block of Irvington 
Road to assist KPD with a suspi-
cious person.

July 6: Staff responded to 
the 3000 block of Lara Road for 
destruction of property in prog-
ress, to the 100 block of Harris 
Road for a reported disruptive 
person, and to the 200 block of 
Campbell Road for a verbal dis-
agreement.

July 7: Staff responded to the 
700 block of Goodluck Road for 
a reported domestic disturbance, 
to the 10700 block of Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway for 
a single-vehicle traffic crash, to 
the 400 block of Mosquito Point 
Road for a traffic hazard, and to 
a walk-in complaint to investi-

gate a theft of property.
July 8: Staff responded to 

the 1500 block of Carlson Road 
for a possible suicidal person, 
to Norris Bridge for a reported 
reckless driver, to a walk-in 
complaint of a document forg-
ery, and to the 200 block of 
Pinckardsville Road to inves-
tigate a reported destruction of 
property.

July 9: Staff responded to 
the 300 block of Beach Road 
for an assault with injuries, to 
Coxs Farm Road for a single-
vehicle traffic crash, to the 200 
block of Pinckardsville Road 
for trespassing, with KPD to the 
15800 block of Mary Ball Road 
for an assault, to the 200 block 
of Pittmans Drive for an exces-
sive noise complaint, to the 500 
block of Chesapeake Drive for a 
suspicious vehicle; and to  Beach 
Road for several complaints of 
loud music and fireworks.

July 10: Staff responded to 
Indiantown Road for a suspi-
cious person, to the 4300 block 
of Irvington Road for a traffic 
hazard, to River and Thomas 
Landing roads for a report of 
several persons blocking the 
roadway, to Irvington Road for 
the report of motorcycles travel-
ing at a very high speed, to the 
1600 block of Windmill Point 
Road for a reckless driver, and to 
the 200 block of Reynolds Farm 
Road for a reported domestic 
disturbance involving a juvenile.

Staff also conducted 17 traf-
fic stops, issued six summonses, 
assisted seven motorists, 
recorded a deer strike accident, 
investigated 11 building alarms, 
logged four inmate transports, 
received 10 E911 hang-up calls 
and fielded four calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a fire/smoke alarm on School 
Street. The Kilmarnock VFD 

responded to a traffic crash on 
Jessie DuPont Memorial High-
way.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Morattico Road.

Northumberland Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 
against six individuals.
Felony

Diakeshia Shanta Brooks, 
24, of Hague was charged July 
1 with embezzlement from the 
Callao Supermarket.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 42, 
was charged July 1 with driving 
without a license and impeding 
traffic.

A Heathsville woman, 25, was 
charged July 1with damaging 
property.

A Burgess woman, 38, was 
charged July 6 with possession 
of a schedule IV drug.

A Callao man, 34, was 
charged July 7 with criminal 
trespass after being forbidden to 
go on the property.

A Heathsville man, 27, was 
charged July 7 with obstruction 
of justice and disorderly con-
duct.

Amish Countryside Tour, Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre 
featuring “Anything Goes”; Amish Quilt & Craft Shop; 

Kitchen Kettle Village & Bird in Hand Farmer’s Market

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us--we’re going places”

“SAMSON” Motorcoach Tour 

Sight & Sound Theatre 

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

Mariam Mani  
owner of the Crow’s Nest Cafe

When I first met Mariam, we visited a restaurant in Georgetown. I will never forget 
the image of her running her hand along the railing of the place she would like 
to have opened.  After moving to the Neck, we searched everywhere to find her 
place.  We were able to find just such a place in Warsaw. Her dream of her own 

place came true. She loved the people of the region and the day to day exchanges 
she had with all the residents made her feel welcomed and part of a huge family.  
Mariam passed away Saturday.  The world will never again see a person that could 
so easily bring so much light into it. I would like to thank the people of the region 
who made her dream a reality. You did not just buy lunches at the Crow’s Nest, 

you bought into her dream and gave her the happiest times of her life.

Thank you all.

Paid advertisment

KILMARNOCK —A second arrest has been 
made in the June 25 Northern Neck Burger Co. 
robbery. 

Melanie Meline of Montross turned herself in 
Wednesday, July 6, and was charged with bur-
glary with intent to commit larceny and grand 
larceny. She was taken into custody and then 
released on a $4,000 secured bond. 

A preliminary hearing for Taylor Honaker of 
Hague will be held in September and Meline’s 
hearing date has yet to be determined, said 
Kilmarnock police chief Mike Bedell. 

The restaurant at 62 Irvington Road, Kilmar-
nock, was robbed around 2:25 a.m. June 25 
when the store safe was broken into and all 
contents were stolen, including some $1,800 
in receipts, tips and charitable donations, said 
Bedell.

LANCASTER—Yankee 
Point Marina, 1303 Oak Hill 
Road, Lancaster, on June 25 held 
its third annual Veterans Benefit 
Concert in conjunction with its 
Veterans Retreat weekend.

Six veterans and two care-
givers attended and had a great 
time sailing, fishing, jet skiing, 
skeet shooting, swimming in 
the pool and even swinging on 
the tree swing, said president 
and co-owner Ken Knull. 

“They had a fun weekend 
and were especially apprecia-
tive to be doing things that 
they just don’t get a chance 
to do very often,” he contin-
ued. “These guys have put 
their lives on the line and had 
their lives forever changed so 
that all of us can live the lives 
we want. They don’t consider 
themselves heroes, but just 
facing their changed day-to-
day lives and keeping the posi-
tive spirit makes them heroes 
in our minds. This retreat in 
some way gave a little back to 
thank them for their sacrifice.”    

The vets arrived on Friday 

and stayed until Sunday. 
“We want to especially thank 

all of our volunteers for their 
assistance,” said Knull.

Volunteers included Sandie 
Gilbert for her many hours 
of preparation and execution; 
Bill and Fran Cory and Mike 
McCartney for their set up and 
execution of the beer, wine 
and hot dog station; Jessica 
Michels-Mancini for her assis-
tance in publicity and in the 
check-in station; Pete Knight 
and Tyler Gatchell for bringing 
their sailboats; Eric Miller for 
bringing his fishing boat and 
gear; Kurt Muse for bringing 
his deck boat and jet ski; Wayne 
Bishop and the entire Corroto-
man Hunt Club for their orga-
nization of the skeet and pistol 
shooting event; Laura Dent of 
Northern Neck Images for her 
photography; and the five great 
bands that played from 4 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m., Muddy Boots, 
Joint Venture, Salty Dawgs, 
TypeCast and Captain Woody 
as Elvis.   

Proceeds from the event 

are going to Camp 4 Heroes, 
a permanent retreat set up by 
Firefighters Assisting Armed 
Forces Families (FFAAFF) and 
Truckin’ 4 Troops, said Knull. 
Both are all-volunteer organi-
zations who have helped with 
similar events for the last two 
years.

He also thanked donors of 
cash, and raffle items and give-
aways. They include Dunn Rite 
Auto, Bill & Fran Cory, Chesa-
peake Homes, Tater Shed Quil-
ters, Interlux, Pettit Paint, Hop-
kins Gun and Tackle, Northern 
Neck Images, Land and Sea, 
Fastenal, Paxton, SB Designs, 
Fawcett Boat Supply, Tri-Star, 
Jim Dan Dee Crab King, Bay 
River & Home Décor, Arton 
Glass, Country Cottage, 
Windows on the Water, The 
Box Boutique, Land & Sea, 
Garmin, W.C. Lowery and Al 
Pugh Distributing.

 Additional donations will be 
gratefully received and passed 
on to the FFAAFF and Truckin’ 
4 Troops for the Camp 4 
Heroes.

Foot Bath Detox
■ Remove toxins
■ Improve energy
■ Improve health

By appointment only
To schedule, call Bryce Wyne

(804) 577-0956
25 Augusta St., Kilmarnock

■ Decrease 
   pain &  
   inflamation

The Corrotoman Hunt Club organized a skeet and pistol shooting event for the visiting 
veterans.

Marina hosts annual gathering for veterans

by Madison White Franks

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Rappahannock Record

Deadlines

Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

Classified Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON

News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701
RRecord.com

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock planning com-
mission continues to discuss 
proposed changes to the town’s 
zoning ordinances. 

In May, the commission 
began fine-tuning the commer-
cial and industrial ordinances 
to make them consistent with 
the way businesses are evolv-
ing in town. 

Commission members are 
considering the addition of 
breweries and distilleries in 
all the zoning districts. Other 
changes would clarify specifics 
regarding what is allowed in 
the zones, indicated planning 
and zoning director Marshall 
Sebra.
Solar Panels

The commission also contin-
ued its discussion about solar 
panels. As promised in past 
meetings, Sebra researched 
what other localities have done 
to handle solar panels. 

The commission determined 
the addition of solar panels 
should be outlined in the 
zoning ordinances. 

“We should be careful of 
limiting solar panels,” said Dr. 
Sal Bavuso of Lively Medical 
Center, who spoke in favor of 
the alternative energy source.

The main concern, as indi-
cated by commissioner Les 
Spivey, is the aesthetics of 
having large solar panels in the 
town and what zones the solar 
panels would be allowed in, but 
the ordinance would not dis-
courage the use of solar panels 
for residential use.

Sebra said he will draft 
amendments to discuss at the 
August meeting.

Planning 
commission
continues
zoning
overhaul

by Madison White Franks

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701

Second arrest made in restaurant burglary
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Rappahannock Record
pet Photo Contest 2016

Vote for your favorite pet! Their human could win one of six $20 gift certificates!

PAPETERIE
Mosaic Consignments & Gifts, LLC

 and drop off or mail. One vote per household. Votes must be received by 5pm July 18. 

Voter’s Name:_______________________________________________ 
Pet’s Name:_________________________________________________
Mail to: Rappahannock Record, PO Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA  22482

The Rappahannock Record is donating a portion 
of the proceeds from this page to 

Animal Welfare League of the Northern Neck.

ONE STOP

454 N Main Street, Kilmarnock 
(next to Sal’s Pizza) 804.435.2241

www.rappahannockhangups.com

Rappahannock Hang Ups 
& Gallery

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2

1. Achilles 2. Agent 19 3. Amber 4. Anja 5. Atlas 6. Barquer 7. Baxter 8. Bear

9. Beau Kingsley 11. Brandy 12. Brutus 13. Buddy 14. Bunker 15. Butters 16. Casey Jones

17. Daisy 18. Duffy 19. Flavius 20. Georgia 21. Gizmo 22. Goldie 23. Gunnie 24. Hallie

25. Hugo 26. Jeepers 27. Jessie 28. Kinzie 29. Kuri 30. Lucy, Desi & Emma Grace 31. LuLu 32. Maggie Mae

33. McGee 34. Moose 35. Mugsey 36. Nelson 37. Oliver 38. Princess Penelope 39. Puff 40. Simba

41. Slim 42. Sophie 43. Spencer 44. Tigger 45. Tilly & Gigi 46. Timmy & Mayzie 47. Watson 48. Winston

10. Bella Paul

Come see Spencer !

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery

We also continue to take “Quality” consignments and have the 
audience to sell your items quickly at the going price!

Come see why we are an “Antiques Destination”

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

a division of Allison’s Ace Hardware
Lottsburg, VA

804-435-6338
Kilmarnock

Big “L”  
Tire

804 804-436-9145
Chesapeake Bay Properties

804.438.9200 
DocksoftheBay.com

PAWS & CLAWS
Pet Grooming

804.436.1700

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.
435-1677 KILMARNOCK

Local Arborist Rep: Brandon Frazier
 804-393-9987 bfrazier@bartlett.com

804.453.0406   BARTLETT.COM

Cathi’s Gardens
Florist

4265 Irvington Rd. 
Irvington

804.577.0450

Country
    Cottage 

804-435-3812 
countrycottagews.com

DAVE’S TRADING
COMPANY

 804-435-8722
50 East Church St., 

Kilmarnock

Iris Treakle, Agent
Hand Tossed Pizza Since 1978

– Pizza Special Every Wednesday –

To Order Call 804.435.6770
456 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

WILLIAM JESSE SAVOY, JR.  
  804-436-3818

100 Technology Park Drive 
Kilmarnock

804.435.2770 
804.425.2790 fax

Sevarg Pools

85 First Street

Quilting Fabrics & More

Follow us on

Lickety Split To…

90 N Main Street Kilmarnock
804-435-0400

At the foot of the bridge, White Stone
On the Rappahannock

At Yankee Point Marina
804.462.7635

CHESAPEAKE
HOMES

“Where we never 
compromise Quality”

www.ches-homes.com
804-435-7706

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13 RRecord.com

Find us on 

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on July 8 by 
Judge Michael McKenney.

The case of Gregory McEachern 
of Charlottesville, charged with 
probation violation on three felony 
convictions, was continued to July 
22.

The case of Trevor Antonio 

Carter of Kilmarnock, charged 
with two felonies of manufacture 
of a controlled substance, was con-
tinued to September 23.

The case of Crystal Victoria 
Rucker of Heathsville, charged 
with felony grand larceny, was con-
tinued to August 19 on a motion 
by prosecution. Defense filed an 
objection.

The case of Linnell Sylvester 
Burrell Jr. of Weems, charged with 

one felony and three misdemeanor 
possession and DWI, was dropped.

The case of Antonio Darrell 
Tiggle of Lancaster, charged with 
felony possession and distribution 
and misdemeanor DWI, was post-
poned to October 21 on a motion 
by defense.

The case of Paul Avery Cock-
rell of Kilmarnock, charged with 
felony manufacture of drugs, was 
postponed to September 23.

The case of Troy Donovan Bull-
ock of Irvington, charged with 
probation violation on three felony 
convictions, was set for trial Sep-
tember 23.

Clinton Robert Chewning of 
Weems was granted bond on two 
felony charges of manufacture of 
a controlled substance and one 
felony wounding charge. Trial was 
scheduled for September 23. 

George Edward Smith of Lan-

caster pled guilty to felony manu-
facture of a controlled substance. 
He was sentenced to 10 years with 
9 years and 26 days suspended, 
loss of his driving license for six 
months, two years’ probation and 
ordered to pay $100 in restitution. 

The case of Dwayne Dante Noel 
of Newport News, charged with 
probation violation on one felony 
and one misdemeanor conviction, 
was set for September 23.

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson
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804-436-4828

9am-4pm

Quality furniture purchased from “Booth’s” and 
“Chesapeake & Crescent”, 2 sofas, sectional sofa, patio 
set, hutch cabinet, bistro set, dining set, chairs, occasion 

decor, rugs, beds, dressers, chests, kitchen items and small 
appliances, coffee table, end tables, air mattresses, oriental 
chest, linens.
Garage - chainsaw, table saw, bench top grinder, bar 
clamps, ban saw, ladder, coolers, grill, pressure washer, 

wooden machinist chest, stainless steel boat chairs, & more!

Rivah Antiques & Accessories

Serving The Northern Neck & Surrounding Areas

 Choose from one of our plans or bring your own!
804-580-1978

Wishing Everyone a Safe and Happy Independence Day!

Licensed & Insured
Class A Contractor

#160168A

CUSTOM MODULAR HOMES

DOMINION VIRGINIA  
POWER REBATE  

RECEIVE UP TO A

$1,500 REBATE 

ON A QUALIFYING SYSTEM PURCHASE.

OFFER EXPIRES 8/19/2016.
*System rebate offers range from $175 to $1,500. See your local Lennox dealer for details. 
© 2016 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer available per qualifying purchase.

804-462-0640
www.redlawmechanical.net

2798 White Chapel Road, Lancaster, VA 22503
Quality HVAC Service

RECEIVE UP TO A

$250
CALL DEALER FOR DETAILS.

AND

Ask about how one of our energy efficient Lennox 
systems can earn you a federal tax credit!

WITH 9.99% FINANCING*

New today, out of Warranty tomorrow.  
Get back to New this Summer.

I R V I N G T O N — T h e 
Irvington Town Council 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. tonight, 
July 14, in the Town Hall, 27 
Steamboat Road, Irvington. 

Members will discuss build-
ing and maintenance matters, 
acquisition of a speed warning 
device, and sidewalk owner-
ship and replacement.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster planning commis-
sion members will hold two 
public hearings on Thursday, 
July 21.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. in the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

John W. Hollowell Jr. has 
applied to rezone a 3.17-acre 
residential parcel at 1813 
Davis Mill Road to general 
agriculture.

Michael Nonnemacker has 
applied to rezone a 6.998-acre 
residential parcel off Irvington 
Road to commercial.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet 
at 5 p.m. Thursday, July 14, in 
the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 39 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. 

The supervisors will hear 
from superintendent of schools 
Dr. Rebecca Gates and rescue 
squad member Elsie Tomlin. 

Two public hearings regard-
ing proposed county codes are 
set for 7 p.m.. 

The first would allow the 
summons and a notification 
of the right of the individual 
charged to file an affidavit that 
he or she was not the operator 
of a vehicle registered in his or 
her name while failing to yield 
for a stopped school bus. 

The second would permit the 
hunting of coyotes with a rifle 
of a caliber larger than a .22 
rim-fire.

■ Bridge inspections
The Virginia Department 

of Transportation recently 
announced crews will be per-
forming routine bridge inspec-
tions on two bridges in Middle-
sex County this week. Motor-
ists should expect brief delays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
each location.

Crews should be completing 
an inspection project today, July 
14, on the Dragon Run bridge, 
Route 17 northbound between 
Dragon Drive and Gloucester 
Road. Crews also will conduct 
inspections Friday, July 15, 
on the Urbanna Creek bridge, 
Route 227, between Mollys 
Way and Watling Street.

■ Distinguished
    citizen award

The Northumberland Asso-
ciation for Progressive Stew-
ardship will accept nomina-
tions for its Distinguished Nor-
thumberland Citizen Award 
through July 15.

Nominations may be sub-
mitted to Ralph Millar at 529-
9870, or rmillar@earthlink.
net.  

■ Lancaster history
Mary Ball Washington 

Museum & Library (MBWML) 
in Lancaster seeks writers to 
contribute original research 
articles on Lancaster County 
history for a third volume of 
MBWML’s Echoes of Yester-
year Occasional Papers Series. 
The deadline for submissions 
is August 1.

The anticipated publication 
date is December 2016. For 
guidelines, email history@
mbwm.org, or call 462-7280.

NEWS 
BREAK

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Sen. 
Tim Kaine, Sen. Mark Warner 
and Rep. Bobby Scott on July 
6 applauded unanimous House 
passage of a bipartisan bill that 
would recognize the resilience 
and contributions of African 
Americans to the U.S. since 1619.

Kaine and Warner introduced 
the Senate version and Scott the 
House version of the 400 Years of 
African American History Com-
mission Act in February. The bill 
would establish a commission 
to plan programs and activities 
across the country in 2019 to 
highlight the arrival and influence 
of Africans in America.  

The House-passed bill was co-
sponsored by Rep. Scott Rigell, 
Rep. Don Beyer, Rep. Gerry 
Connolly, Rep. Barbara Com-
stock, Rep. Rob Wittman and 
Rep. Randy Forbes, as well as 
members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, including chair-
man G.K Butterfield and Con-
gressman John Lewis.

The commission would 
be charged with recognizing 
the contributions of African 
Americans since 1619, as well 
as acknowledging the painful 
impact that slavery and laws that 
enforced racial discrimination 
have had on the nation’s history. 
Similar commissions have been 
established to recognize English 
& Hispanic heritage, includ-
ing the 400th anniversary of the 
founding of Jamestown and the 

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster County NAACP will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 
19, at Lancaster Community 
Library, 16 Town Centre Drive, 
Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include a 
presentation by David Dustin, 
vice president of nutrition for 
the Kids First Foundation, said 
Lloyd Hill.

The Freedom Fund com-
mittee will report on plans for 
an October banquet, and the 
church liaison officers will 
report on their activities. Voter 
registration and restorations 
will be discussed.

Hill will lead a discussion 
on a talk he said every parent 
should have with their kids—
how to safely interact with the 
police and return home safely.

From country to the cross
The Music by the River concert at Belle Isle State Park July 9 featured Amy Ladd & Friends performing a gospel and 
country music program. From left are Bobby Payne of Louisa, Randy Litton of Glen Allen,  and Amy, Preston and 
Audrey Ladd of Mechanicsville. In addition to popular gospel songs, they played several classic country numbers 
from their new CD “Leaving on Your Mind.” They will be in concert at 4 p.m. Sunday, July 17, at Saluda Baptist 
Church, 960 General Puller Highway, Saluda.  A love offering will be accepted. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

House adopts bill to recognize 400 
years of African American history

provides necessary tools to make 
sure that future generations can 
benefit from learning about their 
vigilance. I want to thank my 
Virginia colleagues in both the 
House and Senate for their hard 
work on this bill, and I look for-
ward to their continued support,” 
said Rep. Wittman.

The bill is supported by the 
National NAACP, National 
Urban League and the Leadership 
Conference on Civil and Human 
Rights

450th anniversary of the found-
ing of St. Augustine, Fla. Kaine 
testified in support of this bill in 
front of the Senate energy and 
natural resources subcommittee 
this month.

“This bill is so connected to 
our country’s history and heri-
tage, and we are excited that it is 
one step closer to final passage,” 
said Sen. Kaine. “Every dimen-
sion of American life, across gen-
erations, has been influenced by 
African Americans. We need to 
tell that story—in its tragedy and 
triumph—as we approach the 
400th anniversary of the arrival 
of the first Africans at Point Com-
fort, Va. We will continue to work 
to advance this bill in the Senate 
in the coming months.”

 “I applaud my colleagues in 
the House for passing this bill,” 
said Rep. Scott. “The history of 
Virginia and our nation cannot be 
fully understood or appreciated 
without knowing about the first 
Africans who arrived at Point 
Comfort, Virginia, in 1619.

“The commission established 
by this bill will be charged with 
the important task of planning, 
developing and implementing a 
series of programs and activities 
throughout 2019 that fully tells 
the story of African Americans, 
their contributions to the fabric 
of our nation, and their resilience 
over the last 400 years,” he said,

 “We cannot move forward as 
a country unless we recognize 
the injustices that occurred in 
our past,” said Sen. Warner. “The 
creation of this commission is an 
opportunity to institutionalize the 
contributions made by African 
Americans in our country, and 
a monument to their resilience 
in the face of adversity. It is my 
hope that this legislation paves 
the way for future efforts to honor 
the important role African Amer-
icans have played in our history, 
and highlight ways we can work 
together to forge a path towards a 
better future.”

“This bipartisan legislation 
honors 400 years of African 
American contributions here in 
the U.S.,” said Rep. Wittman. 
“The men and women who first 
arrived in Point Comfort, Vir-
ginia, in 1619, faced adversity 
of every kind and at every turn, 
and their perseverance carried 
them as they shaped our national 
heritage.

“Theirs are stories that deserve 
to be told, and the commission 
that this legislation will create 

Hill will lead 
discussion on
interaction 
among teens
and the police

The Agenda
Local Government News

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11



CommunityForum July 14, 2016
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A6

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

As a girl Louise Jesse grew up in “Epping 
Forest,” one of Lancaster County’s most 

historic homes, the successor to the one in 
which Mary Ball Washington had been born. 
The home was filled with family antiques, 
and in the yard was a dependency in which 
Louise’s grandmother had begun operating an 
antiques shop in 1953.

After college Louise came home, and with 
her mother she assumed the management of 
the shop. She spent many years working at the 
newspaper in Warsaw, where she developed 
her skills in advertising.  She enjoyed her time 
at the newspaper, but antiques were her true 
calling, and ultimately she left the paper to 
devote full time to her business.

She moved the shop into the metropolis 
of Lively, first to the old theater, and later to 
the store where Sonny Thomas operated his 
hardware store and real estate office prior to 
his election as Commissioner of the Revenue 
for Lancaster County. She expanded the busi-
ness by establishing and promoting antiques 
extravaganzas in Richmond, and ultimately by 
setting up the annual Northern Neck Antiques 
Fair, first at Epping Forest, and subsequently 
in Lively and at Lancaster Court House. She 
came to know fellow dealers and collectors 

from across the country, many of whom she 
enticed to participate in her shows.

Louise was especially happy delving 
through an old, abandoned barn in search of a 
piece of value that had been discarded genera-
tions ago. Her energy level in that arena was 
extraordinary, and when she emerged covered 
in dust and hay straws, she was in a state of 
euphoria.  

Politics was another of Louise’s directions. 

Although she did not seek public office her-
self, she was indefatigable in promoting the 
campaigns of candidates whom she trusted 
and admired. Her car with its distinctive 
license plate, “AS IS I,” was plastered with 
the bumper stickers of those she supported. 
At times she would leave the sticker of a can-
didate who had not won on her car long after 
the election, as if to remind folks that she had 
been behind the right choice.

In the realm of public service, Louise spent 
decades in the Chair of the Lancaster County 
Historic Resources Commission. She enthu-
siastically stood with anyone who wanted to 
preserve and conserve the county’s illustri-
ous public heritage. Her family’s roots and 
relations went back to the beginnings of the 
Northern Neck as an identifiable political 
entity, and she strove to do her part to keep 
the past alive, and making it known to new 
generations and come-heres alike.

She was a modern woman, but lived her life 
incorporating the past into the present, all of 
which she undertook as an inheritance to be 
left to the future. For Louise, the past was not 
history as much as it was her life. She was 
the great-granddaughter of John A. Palmer, 
the proprietor of “Clifton” and founder of the 

annual Holly Ball, which was a significant 
aspect in contributing early on towards her 
grasping of the dynamism of tradition, which 
she let guide her course across the years.

A decade ago Louise began taking treat-
ments for a malignancy. She lost her hair, 
eschewed a wig, and waited for her new hair 
to grow out. Throughout the ensuing span of 
time, she constantly went through ups and 
downs, but always maintained her focus on 
the twofold goal of getting better and get-
ting back to her career in antiques. This year 
her health prevented her from attending her 
annual fair, but she monitored it from home. 
Louise was never one to give up or cede her 
role in the causes to which she was dedicated.  

After spending a sixth of her life in combat 
with her illness, Louise died at home on 
Monday. In the truest meaning of the term, 
she was a child of the Northern Neck, enrap-
tured by its past, eager to learn as much as she 
could of the lore of its history, and directed to 
share all that she knew with others to bring 
them to appreciate the legacy that had been 
passed on to them. She succeeded in all of 
those goals.

Louise de Jarnette Jesse, October 30, 1949 
– July 11, 2016.  R.I.P. 

She was the great-grand-
daughter of John A. Palmer, 
the proprietor of “Clifton” 
and founder of the annual 
Holly Ball, which was a 
significant aspect in contrib-
uting early on towards her 
grasping of the dynamism of 
tradition, which she let guide 
her course across the years.

Focal Point

Tom Neale, 12, of Lottsburg goes crabbing at sunset.

Photo by Dawn Neale 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

In a rump, kangaroo court ses-
sion, the Northumberland school 
board removed Michael Ran-
some as principal of the middle 
school. 

Randsome’s evaluations have 
been outstanding, making the 
board’s actions troubling, espe-
cially because no explanation 
has been given for the action-
only innuendos.

Ransome was the only Afri-
can-American principal in the 
school system. At least one of 
the newly elected board officials 
was concerned that the school 
was glossing over discipline 
problems involving African-
American students.

Following the last election, 
it was clear that the two new 
board members had an agenda 
and that agenda was to oust 
Ransome—one way or another. 
Their agenda was so power-
ful that the representative from 
District 1 broke federal and state 
laws concerning student privacy 
and got ahold of student records. 
And, if that was not bad enough, 
she apparently took the records 
home and even showed them to 
others.

If Ransome was not follow-
ing up on disciplinary actions 
involving African-American 
students, he should be called to 
task. But to date, the accusers 
have produced no evidence. The 
net result is the board has tried 
and convicted a man on rumor 
and hearsay.

The failure of the board mem-
bers to follow the law and get 

School board to the heart of the issue legally 
raises the specter of racism.

Law breaking and racism have 
no place on the Northumberland 
school board; nor does remov-
ing a man from office without 
evidence. 

Horace Adams,
Reedville

Regarding a recent letter on 
the gun issue, we all share the 
writer’s disgust with violence in 
America. We do not, however, 
all blame guns instead of people.

Consider:

the deadliest school murder in 
U.S. history.

the Dallas sniper. (No arrest 
attempted).

by terrorist gunfire in Europe, 
where guns are highly con-
trolled, than in the U.S.

Statistics from Department 
of Justice Report NCJ241730 
reveal: Of all gun violence, rifles 
account for about 2%. Handguns 
account for nearly 90%. Person 
ages 18-24 are most likely to 
be involved. Most firearm vio-
lence is gang related. Firearms 
are used in about 9% of all non-
fatal victimizations. From Pew 
Research: 51% of rural resi-
dents, and 25% of urban dwell-
ers own a firearm.

The Northumberland County 
Court Report in the Rappa-
hannock Record of July 7 is 
20 column inches long. Gun-
related reporting is 1.5 column 

Address the 
core issues

inches. Drug related reporting is 
16 column inches.

Technology has made the 
gun prohibition (control) debate 
rather silly. You can now buy 
a 3D printer and print a gun at 
home. Technology has changed 
since the second amendment 
was enacted. A British Parlia-
mentarian was recently killed 
with a homemade gun.

The technology reality should 
bring debate to the real issues 
of lawlessness, divisiveness, 
and the disintegration of soci-
ety. Maybe not. It’s so much 
easier for politicians to talk about 
gun prohibition than problems 
within the communities whose 
votes they pander for. Their dis-
honesty is disgusting.

Meanwhile, forgotten resi-
dents on our border lay down 
their own “lead walls” every 
night. It’s 3 a.m. Dogs bark-
ing. Grab AR-15. Warning 
shots. And, the gang wars over 
drugs go on. Gun violence 
throughout the supply chain. 
Somebody, please address core 
issues.

Paul Boyenga,
Kilmarnock

Where is my soul when I fail 
to vocalize, when I fail to dem-
onstrate, when I fail to advo-
cate “justice for all” as a father, 
a son, a brother, an uncle, a 
friend or a stranger is shot to 
death while on his back hand-
cuffed? 

Gwen Dobyns, 
White Stone

YOUR LETTERS

Obama and Clinton are 
demonstrative of false and mis-
leading. Obama refers to non-
existent coalitions and encour-
ages terrorism in our country.

His job is to make us safe 
and bring reliability to world 
peace. Instead he has abdicated 
his responsibility with non 
policies, created the rise of a 
beastly savage Islamic nation, 
boundless in viciousness, and 
the antithesis of humanity and 
Christianity.

He has promoted the inter-
ests of Iran, a nation avowed to 
destroy the U.S., its allies, and 
has provided Iran with $150 
billion. Our president’s poli-
cies, if there are any, are con-
trary to our interests.

Health care is one of his 
greatest historical lies. Many 
more followed. 

He idiotically had his Sec-
retary of State push a red 
reset button as a sign of some 
kind of detente with Russia. 
He has promoted the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt, failed 
to curb nuclear proliferation 
and showed extreme flaccid-
ity to China and North Korea. 
He genuflects to third world 
nations at the U.N. None of our 
allies will rely on our promise 
and word.

He has reduced our mili-
tary and subverted the nation’s 
police organizations with divi-
sive rhetoric encouraging riots 
and attacks on our police. He 
has ruled by executive fiat 
attacking industries with the 
IRS, EPA and other agencies. 
His economic policies resulted 
in no more that a 1% growth 
rate when other administra-
tions averaged 3%.

George Bush did this coun-
try no great service. However, 
Obama has delivered the coup 
d’ grace. We now have a $20 
trillion debt under the ideologi-
cal leadership of Obama. This 
puts us on a firm course for 
destruction.

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
waits in the wings to continue 
our spiraling course. She is an 
all but indicted corrupt poli-
tician feeding on the public 
trough for decades along with 
her amoral husband.

Garrett Howard,
Heathsville

Leadership

This has been a very sad 
week for our nation. 

Dr. King’s words are as true 
today as when he spoke them. 
Violence begets violence; hate 
begets hate; toughness begets 
toughness. It is a descending 
spiral that will lead to a great 
divide in our nation. Dark 
can’t drive out darkness. Only 
enlightenment can do that. Hate 
can’t drive out hate. Only love 
and respect for another can do 
that. 

Someone suggested we either 
live together as brothers and sis-
ters or we will surely perish sep-

arately as fools. We grieve and 
have compassion for the killed 
police as well as others killed.

Let’s be truthful to ourselves. 
There is a perceived differ-
ence between a cop killing 
a black and a black killing a 
cop. There is also a difference 
between open carry of weapons 
for blacks and open carry for 
whites. The black man wrongly 
accused in Dallas speaks to that. 

Police are volunteers who 
sign up for what they know can 
be a dangerous job. They repre-
sent the government. They take 
an oath to serve and protect, not 
harass and arrest. Our commu-
nities pay taxes and have every 
right to expect protection like 
other citizens. 

That leads me to the term 
“Black Lives Matter.” Inst-
ictively we know all human 
lives matter. There is no dis-
agreement on that. However, I 
believe the slogan is appropriate 
because throughout our nation’s 
history black people have been 
marginalized, brutalized and 
exploited.

For too long, it appeared our 
lives did not count. When we 
are killed for selling cigarettes, 
CDs, playing with toy guns, 
broken taillights and other 
minor infractions, it leads blacks 
to believe black lives have little 
value. So the slogan is simply 
saying black lives count too or 
also. It is not diminishing any 
other group’s value. 

Lloyd Hill,
Weems

While a nation slept lessons 
were being taught which were so 
brilliant and subtle most people 
failed to take note. During the 
20th century some people in the 
U.S. were coming out of slavery 
with choices to make. Segrega-
tion was the way of life in the 
land of the free. The affected 
class of people had a choice to 
make. This choice would lay the 
foundation for life in the 21st 
century. The choice was to stay 
on course with the road most 
traveled or take the road less 
traveled. The road most traveled 
was the overwhelmingly choice, 
but at what cost?

 History is a continuum. This 
continuum reveals that the road 
most traveled is resulting in 
death, division, and a state of 
perpetual conflict. The road 
most traveled assumed de-seg-
regation would quickly equalize 
society. The road most traveled 
failed to address glaring defi-
ciencies in the residual slave 
culture. Today Rep. John Lewis 
of Georgia is a good example of 
the road most taken.  

Two paradigms exemplify 
the road less traveled, Muham-
mad Ali and Barack Hussein 
Obama. The tragedy is most 
people in the U.S. observed, but 
still do not see what makes Ali 
and Obama different. Research 
to find why these men are pro-
totypes of the road less traveled.   

Martin Luther King was the 
most prominent figure repre-
senting the road most traveled 
and Elijah Muhammad best rep-

Choices

resents the road less traveled. 
Both Martin and Elijah were 
labeled Un-American during 
the 1960s. Both men worked 
hard to overcome the human 
wreckage that was slavery and 
Jim Crow. It is not highly publi-
cized, but after the two men met 
Dr. King said his “dream” was 
now a “nightmare.” The nation 
is now in a nightmare status and 
there seems to be little in the 
national consciousness to make 
a correction.

Harold F. Muhammad, 
M.Ed., JD,

Weems

According to the Record, Lan-
caster supervisors and officials 
in White Stone and Kilmar-
nock want to replace the Norris 
bridge. If they really want to 
replace the bridge, they should 
start by replacing Rob Wittman 
and every other Republican in 
Congress.

Every four years, the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers 
provides a comprehensive 
assessment of the nation’s infra-
structure in ASCE’s Report Card 
for America’s Infrastructure—
roads, bridges, water and sewer 
systems, electrical grid, dams, 
inland waterways, rail, and the 
like. 

By every measure, these 
items that are critical to our 
economy are failing; the 2013 
grade was D+. Many water and 
sewer systems nationwide are at 
least 100 years old. Ten percent 
of the nation’s bridges should 
be replaced; 14% are danger-
ous. Our electrical grid is a 
patchwork. Almost 20% of dams 
are rated “high hazard.”

ASCE estimates we need to 
spend $3.6 trillion by 2020 to 
bring our infrastructure up to 
standard.

We know investing in infra-
structure is critical to increasing 
GDP, employment, household 
income, and exports. Infrastruc-
ture projects create jobs in both 
construction and the industries 
that provide materials and equip-
ment. A $1.2 trillion infrastruc-
ture spending program will result 
in 5.5 million new jobs. Every $1 
spent on infrastructure generates 
$7 to $9 in economic activity.

One of President Obama’s first 
proposals was a public-private 
infrastructure renewal project 
that would have cost $1.3 tril-
lion by 2020 and generated $9 
to $11 trillion in economic ben-
efits. Congressional Republicans 
have blocked every Obama pro-
posal to fix our failing infrastruc-
ture because of politics: They 
know, if they approve infrastruc-
ture revitalization, a Democratic 
president will get the credit and 
they are willing to sacrifice the 
nation’s well-being to prevent 
that. 

To replace the Norris bridge, 
start by replacing Rob Wittman 
and his cronies.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

 

To replace the 
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Classic Car Show
FREE ADMISSION!

Live Music by River Rox

4th Annual 
Marie Gail Hayden

Bike & Car Wash  

Free lunch & music by Knot Water Band!

Location: Moubray & Company/
Kilmarnock Lettering Company

31 Tartan Village Dr., Kilmarnock, VA

Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society Fundraiser

All donations accepted, no amount too small.
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Do you remember?
Kilmarnock has connections nationwide. This 1919 photo shows Clifford Brown from 

reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is 
a public service of the museum.

YOUR 
LETTERS

Like so many, my wife, 
Zorine, and I have watched the 
debate over the towers across the 
Rappahannock River with deep-
ening concern, including how 
they will impact the growing but 
fragile porpoise population.

We’ve lived on the river for 
years, and boat almost daily, but 
only in the past few years have 
we noticed a small, but growing 
and friendly porpoise presence.

 They feed, they migrate, they 
seem to enjoy our company. 
They swim up and down the 
river. We are sure others have 
enjoyed the porpoises as well, 
and we’ve been told by local har-
bormasters they’ve never seen 
such a resurgence as they have 
in recent years.

Has the impact of the towers 
on the porpoise population been 
fully explored? Will the towers 
release toxins into the river, 
potentially dangerous to the 
porpoises? Will the towers emit 
electronic signals, confusing and 
again potentially hazardous to 
the porpoises? Will the presence 
of the towers interfere with the 
porpoises feeding grounds? Will 
the new towers drive them off, 
thus depriving us of this simple 
but wonderful joy? All good and 
important questions.

 Just seeing these porpoises 
in action is a reminder that there 
are things in life which cannot be 
measured in dollars and cents, 
and there must be a Being who 
puts his trust in us to act as good 
stewards of the time and place 
for which we are responsible.

Craig and Zorine Shirley,
Lancaster

 

Will proposed

the porpoises?

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the July 13, 1906, issue of the 

Virginia Citizen)

Some Crop Notes
Keep on sowing forage crops at every oppor-

tunity until the end of month or even into 
August. The hay crop is short and something 
else will be needed to fill its place. The prob-
ability is that hay will sell well on the market 
next winter. If you have made a crop hold it 
until the market calls for it and provide other 
feed for sale in the shape of forage crops.

The second crop of Irish potatoes should be 
planted this month. This crop is raised mainly 
for seed for the early potatoes so largely grown 
in Tidewater, Va. They give better returns than 
Northern raised potatoes. The seed is selected 
when digging this first early crop. The medium 
sized potatoes, say about the size of an egg, 
should be used.

These should be planted whole. Before plant-
ing, the seed should be spread out in a shady 
moist place to green and commence to sprout.

Some Boat Notes
The drydock Dewey, which started from Solo-

mon’s Island, Md., December 28th, 1905, for 
the Phillippines, reached there last Tuesday. The 
Dewey was one hundred and ninety-three days 
on the trip and covered 12,000 miles.   

It is feared that the schooner Maggie A. 
Phillips, which sailed from Baltimore June 1 
for Georgetown, Bahamas, for a return cargo 
of pineapples, may be lost. The owners of the 
vessel, Webster, Ford & Co., Baltimore, have 
returned the schooner’s papers to the custom 
house as the vessel was foundered. The Phil-
lips has as master Captain Samuel F. Jones, 
with William J. Somers, Jr., of Virginia as mate. 
The four men in the crew were: Isaac Parks, of 
Virginia; James S. Corbin, of Massachusetts; 
Samuel Gardiner and S. Lee, of the British West 
Indies. The Phillips is well known in Irvington, 
as she has been running oysters from that place. 
Isaac Parks, reported as one of the crew, is from 
near Irvington, and was not on board, having left 
the boat just previous to her sailing.

Lancaster County Republicans will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 19, at Chesapeake Bank Training Center, 51 School Street, 
Kilmarnock, to discuss plans for the fall campaign. 

Chairman Sue Clingan urges all members to attend. Those 
interested in joining the committee are welcome, she said.

“Our party will select its 2016 presidential and vice presiden-
tial nominees this month at the national convention in Cleve-
land,” said Clingan.

“We will be planning campaign activities to elect the Republi-
can team, and we are also working for the re-election of our First 
District Congressman Rob Wittman,” she said.

Clingan emphasized that volunteers are needed for the coming 
campaign events in Lancaster County. Contact Clingan at 436-
5749.

Lancaster Republicans 
to discuss fall campaign

The Northumberland County Democratic Party will meet 
Thursday, July 21, at the Northumberland Public Library, 7204 
Northumberland Highway, Heathsville.

A social period will begin at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting will 
follow at 7 p.m., said Frank Kober. Members bring items to share 
during the social period.

First District Congressional candidate Matt Rowe will discuss 
his campaign and how local Democrats can help elect him.

Shane Diaz, newly appointed representative for several North-
ern Neck counties,  will discuss the unified campaign which will 
help elect Democrats straight down the ballot, said Kober. There 
will be feedback, and an enlistment of support.

Democrats to discuss
2016 campaign strategy

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee will host a 
happy hour from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 14, at the Los 
Patrones Restaurant, 622 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

There is no cover 
charge. There will be a cash 
bar and all are welcome. Voter 
registration opportunities will 
be available for anyone inter-
ested, reported chairman Nick 
Magnani.

Come on out and meet local 
Democrats and like-minded 
neighbors, he said.

Democrats
to gather at
‘happy hour’

Gift Subscriptions
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Bay & River
Home Decor

Furniture
Gifts&

804.436.1900
Sandra Hudson           Terry Elbourn

2 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

We Support 
USA-Made Products

   CARLTON FURNITURE    YANKEE CANDLE  
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   DECORATIVE INDOOR/OUTDOOR PILLOWS  
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The Wild BunchThe Wild Bunch

Voted Best Florist  
in Eastern Virginia  
2 years in a row!

From Whimsy & Unusual  
to Elegant & Traditional

Cynthia Naylor
804-435-1044

thewildbunchflowers.com

GIFTS  |  HOME  |  FASHION

Fabulous finds. Eclectic with a touch of whimsy.
538 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone | 804.436.8505
Monday thru Saturday 10 - 5pm | Sunday by appointment

Custom Interiors
Our Services Include:

35 S. Main St. Kilmarnock   Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

Like us on Facebook or visit us online @ pearlclothingva.com

USA - Fair Trade - Handmade

Comfortable Clothing for the Free Spirit
Fabulous Fabrics in sizes XS-2X

Estate, Gemstone and Costume Jewelry
Local Artisan Wares

(804)435-8800

SHOP THIS? OR THIS!

804-435-1388
Mon. - Fri. - 10 to 5:30  Sat. - 10 to 5

44 Irvington Rd. Kilmarnockkl kldd KKilKdi tI t Rdt dRtI i dI i t Rdd KKKKKKilKKiKKil kk

Stylish Fashions & Accessories

Shop Local 
at

*Gift Certificates Available*
One-of-a-kind Exclusive Handmade Bags & Purses

Locally Developed Fabric

SSSSSttttyyyyyyyttttt llliilllll ssssssi hh FFFF hhiiiii nnnnnnnnssn &&&&&&&& AAAAAAAccccccceesssssssssssooooooooorriiiiiiiiiiiiee

ttataaaaaaatUnique PursuitsUUUUUUCathy’s
     Quilting Fabrics & MoreQuilting Fabrics & More

Premium quality cotton fabrics from top designers 
and manufacturers for your next quilting, crafting,  
or garment project. Check our:

For more information visit our website  
at www.sewlovelee.com or call 804.577.7272

Spend locally. Eat locally. 
SM

©2016 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

Sponsored by

blog.chesbank.com

Support local retailers, restaurants, farmers’ markets, service and professional 

businesses this summer. Each time you recirculate money in your community, you 

help create a stronger, more prosperous local economy for everyone. Please go to 

blog.chesbank.com today for a complete list of the 300+ businesses participating 

in The Buck Stays HereSM initiative sponsored by Chesapeake Bank.

Every First Saturday 
May - November  
9:00am - 1:00pm

IRVINGTON FARMERS
MARKET

* Local Delivery

THE SAVINGS YOU WANT ON THE
PRESCRIPTIONS YOU NEED

Make your gift even more special by engraving  

Ross’s Rings and Things

See What’s New at  
Ross’s Rings and Things

SM


