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Retired U.S. Marine Corps Gen. 
John J. Sheehan will help usher Irving-
ton’s annual Fourth of July Home-
town Parade on Monday, July 4, as the 
parade’s military honoree. 

A resident of Arlington and Kilmar-
nock, Gen. Sheehan served as the 
Supreme Allied Commander, Atlantic 
and Commander in Chief, U.S. Atlantic 
Command. 

A four-star general, the highest rank 
in the military in peace time, Gen. Shee-
han earned the Silver Star in Vietnam, a 
medal that falls just below the Medal of 
Honor and the Navy Cross as the third 
highest medal for valor in combat. Also 
a Purple Heart recipient, Gen. Sheehan 
served combat tours in both Vietnam 
and Desert Shield/Desert Storm.

His long list of decorations and 
medals also includes the Defense Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, Army Com-
mendation Medal, Navy Achievement 
Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal 
with two bronze stars, Republic of Viet-
nam Cross of Gallantry with silver star 
and the Republic of Vietnam Armed 
Forces Honor (First Class).

Today, he works with Global Zero, an 
international non-partisan group of 300 
world leaders dedicated to achieving 
the elimination of nuclear weapons. He 
also teaches in England. 

He found the Northern Neck during 

In recent years, the Fourth of July in Irvington has 
been celebrated with the U.S. Air Force Heritage of 
America Band concert on the Irvington Commons 

and parade featuring colorful decorations, vintage 
cars, political figures and a grand marshal.

This year, native son Ronnie Crockett will serve as 
the parade grand marshal on Monday, July 4. Crockett 
recently retired his badge as Lancaster County Sheriff 
after 32 years of service, the second longest serving 
sheriff in the Commonwealth. 

“It was really nice of them to do this,” Crockett said 
of the honor. “My mother was the (Irvington) town 
clerk and a parade grand marshal. She worked at the 
town office until she was 88.”

According to current town clerk, Jackie Burrell, 
Doris Crockett was the first grand marshal when the 
parade was reintroduced in the late 1990’s.

In the days when Crockett was a boy, Irvington’s 
Independence Day festivities stretched from morning 
activities into the night.

“It was an all day affair with boat races in the creek, 
baseball games at the diamond, and fireworks at the 
Tides Inn,” he recalled.

Of course, teen girls liked to vie for the annual Miss 
Rappahannock beauty contest. But young boys were 
more interested in the hydroplane and workboat races. 
Crockett and his buddies watched from one of the five 
seafood houses along the waterfront as boats sped 
from the mouth of Carter Creek to the Tides Inn. Kids 
loved to compete in a contest for the best decorated 
bicycle, while older teens took to the creek to water 
ski, he said. 

“There was no such thing as ‘No Wake.’ The creek 
was always full of boats.”  He noted concern for 
speeding boats causing bank erosion didn’t come until 
later, when the population began to change. “I guess it 
was needed,” said an older, wiser Crockett.  

Back in the 1950s and 1960s, Irvington was still 
a place where generation after generation of young 
couples raised their families. Streets were filled with 
children playing together, all under the watchful eye of 
young mothers looking out for each others’ kids.

Crockett grew up on The Lane, which boasted an 
abundance of boys who loved to play football and 
baseball at the end of the street or in the Commons.  

So on July 4, the natural thing to do after the boat 
races was to go down to “the diamond and watch a 
game,” he said. 

The biggest Independence Day event, however, took 
place at the Tides Inn.

“I remember being a boy sitting on the dock of the 
Tides with my friends watching the fireworks,” he said.

The 1970s and 1980s marked the start of an influx 
of people moving to the area to retire. Irvington began 
to transform and take on a new identity with an older 
population and visiting grandchildren.

The commercial hub shifted from Steamboat Road 
to Irvington Road with the relocation of the bank and 
post office. The diamond gave way to a tennis court, 
museum and bank. Crockett credits Bill Westbrook for 

improving the main street area when he razed some 
declining houses and built a strip of shops and dining 
spots along with the dentist office across the street.

But some things remain the same. 
Crockett still lives on The Lane in the house where 

he and his brother Jimmy were raised. Crockett spent 
six years away as a Virginia State Trooper. When his 
father passed away, Crockett returned home to help his 
brother run the family seafood business. Law enforce-
ment was still his passion and it wasn’t long before he 
decided to run for sheriff—eight times.

“It’s so nice not having all those worries anymore. 
I enjoyed that job, but I really enjoy this one,” he said 
from his desk at Middle Bay Realty on Main Street in 
Kilmarnock.

Arrest reports and stacks of state forms have been 
replaced with home listings. Arresting criminals has 
given way to assisting home buyers. Crockett says he 
is happy to be out of the limelight and be a citizen 
who never has to run for office again. 

Being chosen to lead the July 4th parade as grand 
marshal will be the final seal on a long career of 
public service. 

“Irvington is a special place. I miss the old Irving-
ton, but this one is still a safe place,” he said. “It’s still 
a place people like to come.” 

Grand marshal Ronnie Crockett to lead Irvington parade

The town of Irvington will host the U.S. Air Force Heritage of America 
Concert Band at 7 p.m. Saturday, July 2, on the Irvington Commons, 98 
King Carter Drive, Irvington. 

Chesapeake Bank will offer hot dogs and soft drinks adjacent to the 
commons. Picnics are encouraged. Patrons can save their spots with tables 
and chairs as early as 3 p.m. Judges for a “Get your red, white and blue on” 
contest for the most patriotic table, will be circulating prior to the concert.

The celebration will continue with the annual Fourth of July Hometown 
Parade at 10 a.m. Monday, July 4. The parade will start near Crockett’s 
Landing and follow King Carter Drive east, to the Baptist and Methodist 
churches. 

Antique cars will be on display at the Irvington Commons after the 
parade.

Let the celebration begin

Gen. Sheehan to serve
as the military honoree

Retired Gen. John J. Sheehan

by Audrey Thomasson

Ronnie Crockett

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

fly overs while stationed in Norfolk and 
purchased land on the Eastern Branch 
of the Corrotoman River 12 years ago. 

For the past several years, he’s 
attended the Irvington Hometown 
Parade with several of his 15 grandchil-
dren. 

“It’s all about recognizing our inde-
pendence,” Gen. Sheehan said of the 
Fourth of July holiday. “A long time ago 
a group of people said we have some 
inalienable rights. 

“But the Fourth of July is a reminder 
that freedom isn’t free.” 

KILMARNOCK, VA.— At the 
June  Kilmarnock Town Council 
meeting, recent visitors abroad pre-
sented the town two gifts representing 
Kilmarnock, Scotland.

Brian and Lynn McArdle recently 
returned from a car trip through Eng-
land and Scotland. Prior to leaving 
and with the help of deputy town man-
ager Susan Cockrell, a meeting was 
scheduled with Jim Todd, the provost 
(mayor) of Kilmarnock, Scotland.

The McArdles presented Todd a 
bottle of wine from Good Luck Cel-
lars and a DVD on the history of 
Kilmarnock. 

“What was interesting to learn 
during our meeting with the provost 
was the generally accepted naming 
of the town,” said Lynn McArdle. 
“Kilmarnock, Scotland, was named 
after St. Memoc or Marnock, who 
founded churches in Scotland and 
believed to have founded one in 
Kilmarnock in the seventh century.  
The KIL in Kilmarnock is Celtic-
derived and stands for where the 
beloved saint now rests.”

Kilmarnock, Scotland, was known 
for its construction of tram cars and 
steam locomotives, but their most 
famous export was Johnnie Walker 

Town is presented gifts from Kilmarnock, Scotland

From left are Kilmarnock Town Council members Keith Butler, Betsy Crowther, Emerson Gravatt, mayor 
Mae Umphlett, vice mayor Rebecca Nunn, Dr. Curtis Smith and Michael Sutherland. Mayor Umphlett 
holds a copy of Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect, by Robert Burns, a recent gift to the town from the provost 
of Kilmarnock, Scotland.

Scotch. Johnnie Walker, born in 
Kilmarnock, Scotland, started selling 
his whisky out of his grocery store as a 
sideline in 1820. The original Johnnie 

Walker plant in Kilmarnock closed its 
door in 2012 after 192 years. How-
ever, another company took its place 
and a bottle from the Lost Distillery 

Company of Kilmarnock, Scotland, 
was presented to the council.

The other item presented to council 
was a book of poems, Chiefly in the 

Scottish Dialect, by Robert Burns. 
Burns is the National Poet of Scot-
land and has taken his place among 
Scottish National Heroes. To Scots 
everywhere, Burns speaks for the 
status as a nation and for individual 
dignity to specific people.

On July 31, 1786, the first and 
only book of Burns’ poems was pub-
lished—in Kilmarnock, Scotland. A 
total of 612 copies were printed by 
John Wilson’s print shop on King 
Street. In 2012, in honor of Burns, 
another edition of 612 books was 
again printed in Kilmarnock.

Book number 125 of the 612, signed 
by two of the principals involved with 
the second edition, was presented to 
the town council from Todd.

Todd requested that he would like 
to see a dialogue open up between 
the two town’s school systems. 
He indicated that conversations 
between the two town’s schools 
would be beneficial to the schools 
and the students alike, reported 
Brian McArdle.

Mayor Mae Umphlett accepted the 
gifts on behalf of the Town of Kilmar-
nock and noted her appreciation for 
the items from Kilmarnock, Scotland, 
sister town of Kilmarnock, Va. 
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June 28 - July 30
Reception July 1, 5-7pm 

RAL July Exhibit
SmallWorks

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
804- 436 - 9309, ralgallery.com

Member 
Appreciation Day
Friday, July 8 · 11:00am-1:30pm

You could win 
a Yeti cooler, 
gift cards and 

more!

Join us for hot dogs, a coloring contest for ages 
2-6, and a chance to win some great prizes!

Lancaster County Office (804)435-0083
278 N. Main St., Kilmarnock VA 22482

LANCASTER—Defense attorney John 
Martin joined the judicial branch of state gov-
ernment on June 24 when he was sworn in as 
General District Court judge.

Judge Martin will preside over the General 
District Courts in the counties of Lancaster, 
Northumberland, Richmond and Westmoreland. 
He replaces Judge Gordon Wilkins, who retired 
last year from the post.

Sen. Ryan McDougle said people place a lot of 
confidence in judges because they know there’s 
a place they can go to have issues resolved.

“We’re excited about what you are going to 

do,” Sen. McDougle said. 
Del. Margaret Ransone called Judge Martin 

a “fine gentleman. I couldn’t feel any more 
confident. He has a great relationshp with law 
enforcement and the people who come to the 
courtroom.”

Also attending the ceremony were Judge 
Wilkins, Juvenile and Family Court Judge-elect 
William Lewis, Northumberland County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Jane Wrightson, Rich-
mond County Commonwealth’s Attorney Eliza-
beth “Libby” Trible and a number of Martin’s 
legal colleagues and friends. 

Judge Martin’s first day on the bench was 
June 29.

FREDERICKSBURG—The Merry Point Ferry on Merry Point 
Road in Lancaster County, was expected to resume normal opera-
tions today, June 30, weather permitting. 

The vessel was taken out of service in April for routine mainte-
nance, which included cleaning off the rust, sanding and painting.

The Merry Point Ferry, operated by the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT), offers free ferry service across the west-
ern end of the Corrotoman River.

IRVINGTON—Four resi-
dents disrupted last week’s spe-
cial council meeting in Irving-
ton over a vote on the fiscal year 
2016-17 budget of $198,473. 
At issue is a new real estate 
tax of $0.05 on every $100 of 
assessed value. 

Only four residents attended 
the June 23 session, but they 
became very vocal calling coun-
cil members liars and socialists 
and demanding the budget pro-
cess was illegal because of a 
single word change in the draft.

Members passed the budget 
and tax on a 5-1 vote. 

Initially, the residents were 
upset because they were not 
allowed to make public com-
ments. Marsha Chapman and 
Klaus and Bonnie Schaschek 
argued they should be allowed 
to comment because the town 
didn’t advertise that public 
comments were not allowed.

They were not satisfied with 
mayor Rannie Ransone’s expla-
nation that the special meet-
ing was only for a vote on the 
budget and that the public had 
several opportunities to com-
ment at the previous public 
hearing and several public 
meetings. 

All four spoke against the tax 
during those sessions.

Councilman Wayne Nunnally 
attempted to derail the vote by 
claiming the budget needed to 
be re-advertised since the word 
‘commons’ was scratched out 
and changed to ‘town’ on the 
line item “future improvements 
to commons.” 

Town attorney Wes Charlton 
said the change did not affect 
the amounts and that since the 
budget is a guide, council is 
allowed to shift things around. 

Before the vote, council 
members explained their posi-
tion on the necessity of a five-
cent tax.

Finance committee chairman 
Jerry Latell addressed the issue 
of the poor condition of side-
walks. “I’m not comfortable 
with leaving the sidewalks the 
way they are,” he said.

Estimates of $60 a linear foot 
for repairs and replacement is a 
concern, since Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation officials 
indicated they paid $300 per 
foot, continued Latell.

“I believe we need to address 
the sidewalks immediately,” he 
said.

Member Kathleen Pollard 
said Kilmarnock spent some 
$50,000 on planning for devel-
opment of their park. “We’ll 
need $20- to $30,000 for a proj-
ect the size of the commons,” 
she said.

“I researched towns the size 
of Irvington to see if they have 
a real estate tax,” said member 
Fran Westbrook in address-
ing the town’s introduction of 
a five cent real estate tax. “It’s 
hard to find incorporated towns 
of this size…but the range of 
taxes was 10 cents to 24 cents 
per $100 of real estate value,” 
she said.

“Our bills are paid by people 
who don’t live here,” said 
member Mike Merrill. “We 
need to get this place looking 
like a small town that’s very 
well cared for. It’s a small cost 
for a big gain.”

Member Gene Edmonds said, 
“We now have a shared respon-
sibility with every homeowner 
in town…to make this a better 
place.”

Arguing against the tax, Nun-
nally claimed there is no drop in 
the town’s main revenue source, 
tourism, to warrant five cents. 
He claimed the town is “pulling 
the wool” over on residents by 
throwing money in the budget 
without a plan. 

Before the mayor could com-
ment, resident Catherine Crabill 
stood up and started shouting at 
members, calling them “social-
ists” and “liars” for imposing 
a tax on residents living on a 
fixed income.

Despite the mayor trying to 
stop her, she continued to rant 
against members before storm-
ing out the door. 

Over the objections of the 
mayor, Klaus Schaschek also 
disrupted the session, protest-
ing what he said was an illegal 
process and that council was 
remiss for not considering his 
submitted version of a “bal-
anced budget.”   

“I’m not agreeing with this 
budget,” said mayor Ransone. 
“People want things in this 
town. I understand that. I think 
five cents is going too far. Three 
cents would be okay. But I don’t 
have a vote.”

Pollard made the motion to 
approve the budget, which was 
seconded by Merrill. They were 
joined by Westbrook, Edmonds 
and Latell in the 5-1 vote. Nun-
nally cast the only opposing 
vote.

Town adopts budget
and tax rate amid
protests from citizens

by Audrey Thomasson

From left, Lancaster County General District Court Judge John Martin is assisted with his 
judicial robes by his wife, Nancy, and children, Jessica, Meredith and Tucker, after being 
sworn in last Friday by Lancaster County Circuit Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

Judge John Martin takes the bench
by Audrey Thomasson

Because the Rappahannock 
Record office will be closed for 
the Independence Day holiday 
Monday, July 4, some dead-
lines will be altered for next 
week’s paper.

Display advertisements, nor-
mally due by 5 p.m. Mon day, 
should be submitted Fri day. 
Ads submitted as a portable 
document format (PDF) will 
be accepted until 10 a.m. Tues-
day.

Other deadlines on Tuesday 
remain un changed. Classified 
advertisements and news items 
are due by noon.

Merry Point Ferry is expected
to resume operations this week

Record office
to be closed
on Monday

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Jessica ext.  15
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Irvington Village Improvement Association  
presents

★ IrVIngton Commons ★
Saturday • July 2 • 7pm

Bring your friends and family, picnics, lawn 
chairs, flags, and a desire to hear our country’s 

foremost military band
presented by 

the Irvington Village Improvement Association
Chesapeake Bank providing hot dogs and soft drinks

Free Concert

A wonderful place for  
women’s jewelry, fashion  
and accessories.

Merrell “Must Have” sandals.

Exclusive Merrell Retailer in the Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula

Open Weekends | Call for Hours
15170 Northumberland Highway (the Red Store on Route 360)

Burgess, Virginia | 804-453-4553

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

Ryan Kent
Regional PResident

nmls 790709
Ryan@PRicemoRtgagegRouP.com

Phone  l 804•724•3345

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported misdemeanor 
charges against 10 individuals.

A Windmill Point man, 35, was charged June 
20 with assault and battery of a family member.

An Iberis Road man, 67, was charged June 20 
with stalking, violation of a protective order.

A Corrotoman Drive man, 64, was charged 
June 20 with failing to appear on a traffic sum-
mons.

A Greentown Road woman, 33, was charged 
June 21 with driving while license revoked/sus-
pended.

 A Burgess man, 30, was charged June 23 
with contempt of court.

A Lara Road man, 20, was charged June 23 
with destruction of property and reckless driv-
ing. 

A Mosquito Point Road woman, 66, was 
charged June 24 with assault and battery of a 
family member.

A Poplar Neck Road man, 62, was charged 
June 24 with driving under the influence and 
reckless driving.

A Powhatan man, 28, was charged June 25 
with public intoxication.

A Chestnut Grove Lane man, 56, was charged 
June 25 with contempt of court.

Activity report
June 20: Staff responded to Hickory Hill 

Lane for the report of a suspicious vehicle, to a 
walk-in complaint of a stolen purse, to a walk-in 
report of credit card fraud, to a walk-in com-
plaint of an assault, and to Bay Ridge Avenue 
for the report of reckless driving.

June 21: Staff responded to the 500 block 
of Southport Lane to assist Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) with a possible suicidal sub-
ject, to the 9000 block of Mary Ball Road to 
investigate with Lancaster Department of Social 
Services a report of sexual assault, to the 10400 
block of Jessie duPont Memorial Highway for a 
report of a trespasser, and to River and Morat-
tico roads for the report of a suspicious person.

June 22: Staff responded to the 22000 block 
of Mary Ball Road for the report of a two-vehi-
cle traffic crash, to the 500 block of North Main 
Street for a complaint of a reckless driver, to the 
100 block of Peake Road to assist emergency 
medical services (EMS) with a panic alarm, and 
to the 600 block of Rappahannock Drive for a 
report of a domestic assault.

June 23: Staff responded to the 100 block 
of Windjammer Lane to investigate a reported 
burglary and larceny of items, and to the 1400 
block of Belmont Drive for a report of vandal-
ism.

June 24: Staff responded to the 800 block of 
Rappahannock Drive to investigate a report of 
an intoxicated and disruptive subject, to the 100 
block of Landsend East to investigate the theft 
of two kayaks, to the 1700 block of Ocran Road 
to assist EMS with a patient, to the 200 block of 
Sandlin Drive for the report of an assault, to the 
100 block of New South Road for the report of 
a verbal disagreement, and to the 500 block of 
Pinckardsville Road for the report of two suspi-
cious persons.

June 25: Staff responded to the 100 block 
of Greenwood Court for a reported verbal dis-
agreement, to the 300 block of Woods Drive 
for a civil complaint, to the 100 block of Norris 
Road for the report of two suspicious persons, 
to the 400 block of King Carter Drive for a 
report of subject who was intoxicated in public, 
to the 5100 block of Mary Ball Road for a report 
of disorderly conduct, to the 400 block of North 
Main Street for the report of shots fired, to the 
100 block of Ice House Drive for a report of 
weapons being discharged, and to the 600 block 
of Rappahannock Drive for the report of juve-
niles setting off fireworks.

June 26: Staff responded to 400 block 
of South Main Street to check on suspicious 
activity, to the 800 block of Mary Ball Road to 

investigate the report of a missing person, to the 
1900 block of Rocky Neck Road for the report 
of trespassers, to the 200 block of Sandlin Drive 
for a report of a suspicious person, and to the 
1500 block of Corrotoman Drive for a report of 
a possible suicidal person.

Staff also conducted 17 traffic stops, issued 
five summonses, assisted seven motorists, 
recorded a deer strike accident, handled two 
calls for traffic control, investigated 10 building 
alarms, processed a mental health order, logged 
three  inmate transports and received 11 E911 
hang-up calls.

Fire calls
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department 

responded to a vehicle entrapment on River 
Road.

White Stone VFD responded to a traffic crash 
on Mary Ball Road.

Kilmarnock VFD responded to a fire/smoke 
alarm on Main Street.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this week reported 
charges against 12 individuals.

Felony
Lagasha Shanae Sydnor, 36, of Heathsville 

was charged June 17 on a direct indictment 
from the Northumberland County Multi-Juris-
dictional Grand Jury for two counts of selling/
distributing a Schedule II drug, namely pre-
scription pills.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville woman, 30, was charged June 

13 with animal cruelty and a capias/attach-
ment of the body from the Northumberland 
County Juvenile and Domestic Court for fail-
ing to comply with supervision of a pre-trial 
agency. 

A Lottsburg woman, 67, was charged June 17 
with driving under the influence of alcohol and 
reckless driving.

A Heathsville man, 18, was charged June 17 
with failing to appear in the Lancaster County 
General District Court. This was a Lancaster 
County warrant served by the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office.

An Irvington man, 44, was charged June 21 
with a capias/attachment of the body for failing 
to comply with the VASAP Program.

A Heathsville man, 31, was charged June 22 
with brandishing a firearm.

A Weems man, 26, was charged June 23 with 
two Capias/Attachments of the Body for fail-
ing to appear in the Northumberland County 
General District Court and the Northumber-
land County Juvenile and Domestics Relations 
Court. Richmond County served the warrants.

A Reedville woman, 42, was charged June 24 
with assault and battery.

A White Stone man, 36, was charged June 
24 with stalking. This was a Northumberland 
County warrant served by the KPD.

A Heathsville man, 56, was charged June 25 
with a capias/attachment of the body for failing 
to appear in the Northumberland County Gen-
eral District Court. The warrant was served by 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 25, was charged June 25 
with a capias/attachment of the body for pre-
trial services violation in the Northumberland 
County General District Court. This warrant 
was served by the Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Heathsville man, 25, was charged June 27 
on a capias/attachment of the body for failing to 
obey a court order.

KILMARNOCK—North-
ern Neck Burger Com-
pany at 62 Irvington Road, 
Kilmarnock, fell victim to 
theft around 2:25 a.m. Satur-
day when the store safe was 
broken into and all contents 
were stolen.

The Kilmarnock Police 
Department is investigat-
ing the crime, reported chief 
Mike Bedell. There appears 
to be no forced entry, he 
said. The suspect, who was 
wearing a gas mask, used 
a key to enter the premises 
and accessed the safe having 
knowledge of the combina-
tion. 

The suspect removed some 
$1,800 including $1,400 in 
receipts and the rest in tips 

REEDVILLE—Smith Point 
Sea Rescue, the all-volunteer 
marine rescue organization based 
in Northumberland County, 
recently received a grant of 
$3,000 from the River Counties 
Community Foundation. 

The RCCF connects the gen-
erosity of donors with commu-
nity needs by awarding nearly 
$350,000 annually to primarily 
support nonprofit organizations 
in Lancaster, Middlesex and Nor-
thumberland counties.

This grant will be used to help 
re-build Smith Point Sea Res-
cue’s boathouse in Reedville, 
which has been condemned after 
wind damage made the structure 
unsound, reported vice president 
Jim Bullard. 

Two of the organization’s three 
rescue boats have been housed 
in this boathouse for more than 
30 years, said Bullard. The boat-
house is critical to ensuring that 
the boats are available for a rescue 
in any season and any weather.

The all-volunteer organiza-
tion responds to boaters in need 
of assistance in the middle 
Chesapeake Bay from the lower 
Potomac to the Rappahannock.

Smith Point Sea Rescue moni-
tors VHF Channel 16 and also 
may be reached through the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s 

Office, 580-5221, or 911.
To make a direct contribu-

tion to the boathouse rebuilding 
project, send donations to Smith 

Point Sea Rescue Inc., P.O. Box 
662, Burgess, VA 22432; or call 
president Russ Bertino, 453-
3660, or Bullard, 456-8470.

Police are confident restaurant 
burglary will be solved soon

by Madison White Franks and charitable donations, 
said Bedell. 

He indicated the police are 
using other video surveil-
lance around the town to put 
the pieces together to solve 
the crime. 

They are questioning 
former and current employ-
ees, he added 

“In the next 72 hours we 
should have charges against 
the suspect,” said Bedell on 
Tuesday. 

Smith Point Sea Rescue receives grant from
the River Counties Community Foundation

They say boat owners have two good days, the day they 
buy the boat and the day they sell it. Some boaters have 
a third good day, when they see a tow line being thrown 
their way by Smith Point Sea Rescue. 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701
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Who does
Congress
represent?

We in the U.S. are blessed to 
have a representative form of 
government. The officials we 
select are supposed to carry 
out the wishes of the people 
they represent.

So if eight out of ten Ameri-
cans, regardless of party affili-
ation, desire to have some 
restrictions on automatic weap-
ons and their magazines, who 
are our elected officials repre-
senting when they refuse to do 
anything about the situation?

It can’t be the 80% of Ameri-
cans that want something done.

Are our leaders that fearful 
of their political future that 
they would rather do nothing 
as mass slaughter continues to 
occur in every facet of Ameri-
can life?

Their fear of the weapon 
industry pales to the fear the 
babies in Newtown must have 
experienced as they were shot 
down. We are killed in reli-
gious institutions, universities, 
schools, theaters, malls, mili-
tary bases, night clubs and on 
our streets.

What is the tipping point? 
When is enough really enough? 
When will we become sick and 
tired of being sick and tired? 
When will we realize that “a 
moment of silence and our 
thought and prayers are with 
you” are not enough?

There must be some action 
taken.

I have not heard anyone 
advocating taking away the 
Second Amendment which was 
signed 225 years ago when the 

Needless tax
 At the town meeting in 

Irvington last Thursday night, 
a brief overview of the excuses 
they had contrived to inflict an 
unnecessary and abusive prop-
erty tax was given.

First, there was a rehashing 
of the ‘sidewalk issue,’ which 
has been the driving force of 
this assault.

Incredibly, one of the com-
mittee members confessed that 
there was some confusion as 
to whose responsibility it is to 
repair/replace the sidewalks. 
It seems obvious to the most 
casual observer that VDOT 
has been managing all of them, 
including the ridiculous new 
crosswalk system.

So, apparently, there is no 
tax issue for the sidewalks 
after all, other than the ones we 
already pay.

Another committee member 
stated it was our responsibil-
ity to gussy up the town for the 
benefit of the tourists because, 

Protect wildlife
Recently, Charlie was having 

Sunday morning coffee on his 
Rappahannock River porch 
when he heard a loud crack 
and splash. The osprey plat-
form and nest out front of their 
home, having been there for 
decades on an ancient and rot-
ting creosote pole, decided to 
give way and the nest and three 
young osprey were afloat.  

Charlie and his wife, Holly, 
went out and with two 10-foot 
deck boards, waded out, slid 
them under, and made a carrier 
under the nest and floated the 
babes about one hundred yards 
down river to a shore that didn’t 
have insurmountable rip rap.  

I phoned a friend Tom Dona-
hue, who then came over and, 
one at a time, miraculously 
picked up the osprey nest-
lings off a small beach and 
carried them to his vehicle 
for the trip to the Wild Bunch 
Wildlife Refuge and Reha-
bilitation Center in Warsaw. 
These beautiful birds will be 
released in time for their long 
journey south in just a couple 
short months. This wonderful 
facility is operated by Diana 
O’Connor and a few volun-
teers. They care for roughly 
900 animals per year, all to 
be released back into the wild 
when ready. This refuge oper-
ates solely on donations.

I feel we are blessed to be 
able to share our environment 
with all God’s creatures. I ask 
that we all be cognizant of their 
presence and do our part at 
respecting and caring for the 
habitats they need for survival.

Matt W. Johnston, 
Lancaster

Bay lessons
On a recent Saturday morn-

ing, 20 eager adults boarded Kit 
II with Capt. Danny Crabbe and 
his wife, Bonnie, for an Eco-
Tour of the Chesapeake Bay.

Northumberland Preserva-
tion Inc. (NPI) sponsored the 
boating trip with the Crabbes 
as our teachers, beginning at 
their dock in Ophelia. Pur-
cells Oyster House was an 
information-packed stop where 
we learned fascinating details 
leading to the restoration of the 
oyster population of the bay.

Then back on the boat, we 
tonged for oysters, raised peeler 
pots, waved at the Sunnybank 
Ferry, maneuvered the jetties 
where the Potomac meets the 
bay, and learned about pound 

nets and pelicans. Capt. Crabbe 
shut off the motor for lunch 
while we enjoyed the view and 
stories of  historic Smith Point 
light. 

Northumberland  Associa-
tion for Progressive Steward-
ship (NAPS) gave NPI a grant 
to defray costs for the trip, 
NAPS with Lee Allain having 
had the inspiration and plans 
for such a tour for school-age 
children. This was the first adult 
opportunity, open to the public.

The Crabbes helped us 
see the bay in a new way. We 
learned about our bay’s fragile 
heritage, as we seek to respect 
and preserve this unique and 
beautiful natural resource.

Jack Moore, NPI president, 
Jane Towner, volunteer, 

Kilmarnock

The three Brothers Butler comprised an 
extraordinarily broad spectrum of tal-

ents. The eldest, James Howard, who died 
three years ago, had an affinity with nature 
that pervaded his entire life. He could plant 
any crop, timber any tree and harvest any 
field of hay with a level of ease that made 
the work seem to be easy, to the uninformed 
that is.

James loved the soil, and understood how 
to use it productively. He practiced sustain-
ability long before the term attained its cur-
rent definition.  He particularly liked grow-
ing hay and harvesting it with his own baler.  
When he finished a field, and removed the 
bales, the land took on the appearance of a 
manicured lawn.

His capabilities with trees were equally 
impressive. He could make a forest into a 
field, and set in motion the process for its 
regeneration as he planted new seedlings. 
He was similarly proficient in removing 
trees from yards and tight places of human 
habitation. When he began sawing, the path 
of the tree always followed the trajectory he 

had anticipated. When asked if a project was 
possible, James’s legendary response was, “I 
don’t see why not.”

William Clinton, who died six years ago, 
was the middle brother. Most folks called 
him Clinton, but to me he was William. His 
focus was on carpentry, in which arena he 
could make virtually anything he wanted.  
Once he had seen a Chinese Chippendale 
railing on a building, which inspired him 
to build a Chinese Chippendale porch on 
the front of his home. The result was spec-
tacular. He used no plans, but rather innately 
understood the scope of the project, and set 

out to execute it. The actual plans were in his 
mind, and he considered his assignment as 
a carpenter being bringing them to fruition.

Both James’s wife, Lutresa, and William’s 
wife, Nadine, worked as housekeepers at 
Rappahannock General Hospital. They were 
on duty the night the Elder B.E. was born, 
and they took their breaks walking the halls 
with us during the long labor.  

Edward McKinley was the youngest of the 
three brothers, and he was known to all as 
Kenny. Whereas James had gone into agri-
culture, and William into carpentry, Kenny’s 
forte was the arena of mechanics. About 25 
years ago I asked James, who himself was 
gifted in engine-related matters, who could 
repair a mower. He immediately replied that 
Kenny could fix it in a jiffy.  

Over the years on many ensuing occa-
sions, I called upon Kenny for help. He had 
the same winning personality as his two 
brothers, and that job was the beginning of 
our friendship. Kenny worked full time at 
the fish factory, and had to do his customers’ 
repair tasks on the side. He would apologize 

for the delays caused by his duties at the fac-
tory, but everyone knew he was well worth 
the wait.

Kenny thrived on mechanical challenges. 
He would buy old, worn-out vehicles, which 
he then reconditioned, thereby getting them 
back on the road, frequently commenting 
that the old ones were heavier and better, and 
therefore worthy of restoration.

Early last week on Sunday morning, he was 
driving not far from the family home place 
where he lived in Regina, when he crashed 
into a tree in a single-vehicle accident that 
claimed his life. He was only 58.  Ironically, 
this man who had such a great affinity with 
machines, died in such an accident.

All the brothers Butler now have gone to 
their rewards. Each made a distinct contri-
bution to the quality of life in the Northern 
Neck, and each always was the complete 
gentleman. I wrote about James and William 
at the time each died, and now I sadly add 
Kenny to their ranks.

Edward McKinley Butler, May 22, 1958 – 
June 19, 2016.  R.I.P.

 

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

All the brothers Butler now have 
gone to their rewards. Each 
made a distinct contribution to 
the quality of life in the North-
ern Neck, and each always was 
the complete gentleman. 

Photo by John Roberts

This morning visitor recently came ashore at Mosquito Point. The shell was 12 
inches long. The turtle measured 24 inches from tip to tip.

Focal Point

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS
weapon of choice was a single-
shot muzzle loader. The old 
saying “fool me once shame 
on you, fool me twice shame 
on me,” has become fool me 
multiple times I must be the 
fool. It is reasonable that if the 
weapons have changed since 
1791 when the Second Amend-
ment was signed then the laws 
and policies that regulate and 
govern them must change.

Our gun laws must reflect 
the 21st-century environment.

We are delusional when we 
convince ourselves that assault 
rifles are needed for hunting.

Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

“We owe it to them.”
Trying to mitigate the frus-

tration of people like me was 
the assurance they could’ve 
extorted as much as  $.24 per 
$100, so we should feel lucky 
they’re only going to stick it to 
us for $.05.

One courageous committee 
member suggested that there 
may need to be a re-hearing 
of the matter because a word 
had been changed. The town’s 
attorney reassured everyone 
that one word didn’t matter. 
Seriously? Think about it.

Defying Roberts Rules of 
Order, I ‘broke bad.’ You’ll 
have to excuse, or not, my 
outrage at being expected to 
sit silently as some plot their 
specious schemes under phony 
pretext and force all of us to 
pay for it.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

(Reprints from the June 29, 
1906, issue of the Virginia Citizen)
Some Boat Notes

The Daisy, of the Carters 
Creek Fish Guano Co., Irvington, 
is in Norfolk this week having 
machinery overhauled.

Lightning struck the 
Froehlich’s mast last week while 
at Bellows & Squires’ works, 
Ocran, but did little damage.

Drydock Dewey has reached 
Singapore, India, without  serious 
mishaps. She is near her final des-
tination, Manila.

Proprietor Mitchell, of Irving-
ton, put a new and larger engine 
in his gasoline launch. Barker 
Hopkins, of the same place, is 
having an engine put in his canoe 
“Jumbo,” raised on and decked 
over. The two small engines that 
were in her have been replaced 13 
horse-power engine.

There has come to our desk 
the prettiest catalog, or prospec-
tus, we have seen of late. It is the 
dual route book descriptive of the 
Md., Del. & Va. R’y. Co.’s beauti-
ful  steamer routes which traverse 
all this section, and of the Balti-
more, Chesapeake & Atlantic and 
western shores of Maryland and 
Virginia. The style is catchy, the 
design quite new and the views 
something elegant.

Miskimon
Children’s Day exercises at 

both Providence and Edgely, last 
Sunday, were very interesting. 
Both churches were nicely deco-
rated. Edgely was filled to over-
flowing, while Providence was 
fairly well attended.

J. B. Marsh and W. T. Gill 
have each bought new gasoline 
engines for the threshing season.

A drama will be produced at 
Smith’s canning factory on the 
evening of July 2nd.
Westland

Mrs. Eunice Meirs and Miss 
Nannie George, of Baltimore, 
accompanied by Mrs. Lucy Scott, 
are visiting relatives here.

Mrs. Lillian Shelton, who has 
been indisposed for some time, 
went to Baltimore some weeks 
ago for medical treatment but 
returned last Friday but little 
improved.

Dink Yerby is at Cape Charles 
running potatoes and other truck.

Fishermen are busy getting 
ready for fall fishing.

C. B. George is having a new 
house built near Fisherman which 
he will occupy when completed.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEARFiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
There are some things in life 

you just don’t forget—that first 
kiss, a favorite teacher, eying the 
cornfield through the windshield 
as you flip your Plymouth end-
over-end, and the Marshall’s 
Soda Fountain cheeseburger.

I recently had the opportunity 
to return to the lunch coun-
ter tucked inside Marshall’s 
Drugstore at 50 Cross Street in 
Urbanna while on assignment 
for The Rivah Visitor’s Guide. 

You can read all about it in the 
July issue.

Meanwhile, take my word for 
it, Miracle Gordon and Hannah 
Clark are serving up some of the 
best cheeseburgers you’ll find 
anywhere.

And I know cheeseburgers. 
In fact, I’ve never met a cheese-
burger I didn’t like.

I’ve been consuming cheese-
burgers at Marshall’s for  50 
years and they’re only getting 
better.

Today’s burger is not the flat, 
grilled slab from yesteryear, but 
it’s every bit as tasty. 

It’s not your flame-grilled 
patty either.

This burger sizzles in its own 
grease on the sandwich grill.

And hot off the grill, it’s so 
fat and juicy when you bite 
into it, the melted cheese and 
mustard and grease run down 
your fingers and stain your shirt-
sleeves—it don’t get any better.

I know what you’re thinking. 
It’s only been a few columns 
since I wrote about the National 
Hamburger Month of May. 

But this isn’t some sort of 
snack infatuation. This is true 
love. 

There’s something magical 
about the Marshall’s burger. 
We’ve got a special kind of rela-
tionship. 

The burger motivates me. 
Whenever I so much as smell 

the grease, I recall earlier times 
as a reporter at the Southside 
Sentinel, a couple blocks up Vir-
ginia Street.

Sitting at the typewriter hack-
ing out an article, stumbling 
over a sentence, searching for 
the right word, deciphering the 
hen scratch on my note pad—I’d 
need a burger break to see me 
through to deadline.

I’d hoof it down to the drug-
store and get a cheeseburger. 
I was no stranger to the ladies 
behind the counter. They soon 
caught on—the more challeng-
ing the story, the greater the 
need.

I remember one Tuesday after-
noon in particular when the lady 
behind the counter said “That 
must be a heck of a story you’re 
working on, this is the third time 
you’ve been in here for a cheese-
burger in less than an hour.”

I don’t remember the story, 
but I’ll never forget the burger.

Another good thing about 
cheeseburgers—whenever 
you’ve had your fill, there’s 
always another one waiting to 
take its place.

Picking a
candidate

The Republican National 
Committee should institute a 
rule change to allow delegates 
to vote their conscience on the 
first ballot.

Take as many votes as 
needed to nominate a com-
passionate, honest, educated, 
advocate for working-class 
Americans of all color, ethnic-
ity, and persuasion. There are 
many from which to choose.

Make Republicans proud 
again.

Paul Boyenga,
Kilmarnock

Submit letters
to editor

@rapprecord.com
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Northern Neck - Middlesex Free Health Clinic
51 William B. Graham Court, Kilmarnock VA 22482

 Phone 435-0575 Fax 435-9017 nnmfhc.org
 Kilmarnock Montross Hartfield

Name ______________________________________________ Age __________________

Address _____________________________________________ Date ________________

13,500 individuals

Northern Neck & Middlesex County 1993 - 2016

All ages

Refills _______________________________________________

❑ Dispense as written

❑ Voluntary Formulary Permitted ___________________________________________
 Signature of prescriber

If neither box is marked a Voluntary Formulary product must be dispensed.

To meet the community need

Staff and volunteer providers

Ad paid for by an anonymous donor

500,000
prescriptions

have been filled by the Northern Neck-
Middlesex Free Health Clinic’s

dedicated pharmacy team.

We are honored to be our patients’
health-care home.

Serving The Northern Neck & Surrounding Areas

 Choose from one of our plans or bring your own!
804-580-1978

Wishing Everyone a Safe and Happy Independence Day!

Licensed & Insured
Class A Contractor

#160168A

Custom modular Homes
Additions • Remodels • Garages • Pole Buildings

Do you remember?
This 1957 image shows the Marks & Sullivan Shoe Store to the left and the Marks 
& Sullivan Department Store. Today, Re/Max Waterfront Realty occupies the 
former shoe store space at 79 South Main Street and the Animal Welfare League of 
the Northern Neck Thrift Store is next door at 75 South Main Street, Kilmarnock, 
reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is 
a public service of the museum.

The First District Freedom 
Coalition will host Chris Gaubatz 
at 7 p.m. July 13 at the  White 
Stone Church of the Nazarene, 
57 Whisk Drive, White Stone. 
He will speak on refugee resettle-
ments and understanding their 
threat.

Gaubatz is a Counter Terror-
ism expert on global jihad and 
the infiltration of terrorist organi-
zations into the U.S. and related 
threats. Gaubatz will address how 
Islam is completely counter to 
America, the Constitution, Dec-
laration of Independence and way 
of life. 

Refugee settlements will have 
a great impact on public security, 
economic stability, school sys-
tems, and community health in 
cities and towns where they are 
being located, according to Lyn 
Neira of the First District Free-
dom Coalition.

Gaubatz works with John 
Guandolo’s Understanding the 
Threat, an organization dedicated 
to providing strategic and opera-
tional threat-focused consulta-
tion, education and training for 
federal, state and local leadership 

■ CCL meeting
Tuesday, July 5:  The Citi-

zens Climate Lobby (CCL) 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 5, at the Northumberland 
Public Library, 7204 Northum-
berland Highway, Heathsville.

 The meeting will focus on 
the national CCL Conference, 
including the meetings at the 
Senate and House offices and 
action items. There also will 
be film clips of new documen-
taries on sea level rise and on 
energy and national security. 

Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!

• Local beaches
• Homemade ice cream

In the July issue:
• Discover Gloucester
• Dining at Marshall’s Drug Store

The Rivah Visitor’s Guide

• Winners of The Best of the Rivah Contest  

July 2016 • FREE

Places to go and things 

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
• Local beaches: Sun, sand and surf 

• Cool down with homemade ice cream

• Discover Gloucester County 

• Dining at Marshall’s Drug Store 

Best

O
f 

T
he

2016

Winners Inside!

The Northumberland Asso-
ciation for Progressive Stew-
ardship will accept nomina-
tions for its Distinguished Nor-
thumberland Citizen Award 
through July 15.

Nominations may be sub-
mitted to Ralph Millar at 529-
9870, or rmillar@earthlink.
net. Remember to include 
information about what the 
nominee has done to foster 
the goals. The previously pub-
lished email address was in 
error.

Dear Reader,
A friend has come to me with what could be a sticky situation. 

She says that every time a certain relative comes to her home, 
that relative feels no guilt or shame in snooping through draw-
ers, closets, medicine cabinets, etc. There is no limit which this 
person respects.

My friend has spoken to the snooper several times about this 
intrusive habit, but to no avail. Because the offender is a close 
member of the family, leaving her out of invitations would cause 
unwanted repercussions.  

I am asking you, the reader, to help with this one. I think it will 
be fun to learn what your solutions to such a problem might be. 

So won’t you email me your suggestions? Please sign whatever 
alias you would like, but put the actual town where you reside. 

And thanks for sharing.
Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are Polite….

LLC. You are invited to e-mail your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and space allow. You may contact 
her at youarepolite1@verizon.net and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite . . .
            . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick

The summer is here 
and I’m worried about 
my grandparents who 
live in their own home. 
They are very active 
people, but I’m worried 
they are out in the heat 
and sun too much. Is this 
a valid concern or is being 
outside in the summer 
actually good for them?

The sun and heat can be your 
friend. The sun helps you get 
Vitamin D and can increase your 
energy levels and help you feel 
more alert.

Unfortunately, even too much 
of a good thing can be damag-
ing. More people in the U.S. die 
each year from extreme heat than 
from hurricanes, lightning, tor-
nadoes, floods and earthquakes 
combined. Both can cause dev-
astating results, but the differ-

ence is that heat-related deaths 
are completely preventable.

Older adults are prone to heat 
stress because often they do not 
adjust as well as younger people 
to sudden changes in tempera-
ture. Chronic medical conditions 
can cause changes to normal 
body responses to heat. Often 
seniors take prescription medi-
cines that impair their body’s 
ability to regulate its tempera-
ture or that inhibit perspiration.

Heat exhaustion or heat 
stroke can occur when the body 
becomes unable to control its 
temperature. The body’s tem-
perature rises rapidly, and then 
loses its ability to sweat making 
it unable to cool down.

Heat stroke can cause death 
or permanent disability if emer-
gency treatment is not provided 
immediately.

ANSWERS ON AGING
To prevent heat stroke and 

other heat-related medical inju-
ries:

• Drink cool, nonalcoholic 
beverages. Water is especially 
important to intake.

• Eat cold fruit with high 
water content such as water-
melon, cantaloupe and apples.

• Wear lightweight clothing 
that is light in color. Hats should 
also be worn. Make sure they 
are loosely woven or ventilated 
so they don’t trap heat and that 
they shade the entire face.

• If possible, remain indoors 
in the heat of the day or stay in 
a shady environment.

• Do not engage in strenuous 
activities.

For answers to your questions 
on aging, visit seniornavigator.
org.

Gaubatz to discuss
refugee resettlements

and law enforcement agencies. In 
January 2015, Guandolo spoke in 
Lancaster to an audience of more 
than 125 people.

The First District Freedom 
Coalition, made up of residents in 
the Middle Peninsula and North-
ern Neck, is pleased to host Chris 
Gaubatz to give an update on this 
topic that is much on the minds 
of citizens following the recent 
jihadist attacks in San Bernardino 
and Orlando, said Neira.    

Correction

NEWS 
BREAK

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11
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She’s Got a  
Pain Free  
Knee and  
She Knows  
How to Use it.
After years of suffering from knee pain, Iva had a total 

knee replacement and is totally 
pleased. Find out how orthopedic surgeon 
Barbaro Perez, MD, helped Iva take advantage 
of a new knee and some new possibilities. 

Read Iva’s story at  
riversideonline.com/orthostories.

X-ray of Iva Belvin’s 
knee after surgery.

Are you living with joint pain?
Make an appointment  
today (804) 693-0529.

Barbaro J. Perez, MD

riversideonline.com/ortho

Orthopedic Specialists
Gloucester

DOMINION VIRGINIA  
POWER REBATE  

RECEIVE UP TO A

$1,500 REBATE 

ON A QUALIFYING SYSTEM PURCHASE.

OFFER EXPIRES 8/19/2016.
*System rebate offers range from $175 to $1,500. See your local Lennox dealer for details. 
© 2016 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer available per qualifying purchase.

Richmond;Redlaw Mechanical Inc;B19645;5.415x8-4c (16Su)

804-462-0640
www.redlawmechanical.net

2798 White Chapel Road, Lancaster, VA 22503
Quality HVAC Service

RECEIVE UP TO A

$250
CALL DEALER FOR DETAILS.

AND

Ask about how one of our energy efficient Lennox 
systems can earn you a federal tax credit!

WITH 9.99% FINANCING*

New today, out of Warranty tomorrow.  
Get back to New this Summer.
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IRVINGTON 
FARMERS 
MARKET

This Saturday
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Library holds grand opening celebration
Over 400 visitors last Saturday celebrated the grand opening of the new Lancaster 
Community Library facilities at 16 Town Centre Drive in Kilmarnock. The Kilmarnock 
& District Pipe Band (above) entertained the crowd waiting in line for hot dogs, ice 
cream and popcorn. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

The library held 
drawings for five 
Kindle Fire tablets. 
From left are 
library director 
Lindsy Gardner, 
Kindle winner 
Anita Sheppard and 
Joseph Sheppard. 
Other winners are 
Eileen Wagner, 
Carol Nelson, Elaine 
Davenport and 
Diane Neilson. 
Photo by John Cann

Visitors wait in the children’s library for Mickey the Magician to perform. The 
children’s library includes a craft room and play area. The 27,000-square-foot facility 
also houses stacks of popular books, research materials and periodicals; a used 
book store, computer center, teen room, study rooms and staff offices. An upstairs 
meeting facility includes a private kitchen and restrooms and is already being used by 
community groups. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Carnival raffle tickets available
The 81st annual Kilmarnock Firemen’s Festival will be held July 28 through August 6 at 
the KVFD Carnival Grounds, 200 Waverly Avenue, Kilmarnock. The raffle grand prize 
is a 2016 Chevrolet Colorado LT Crew, two-wheel drive pickup truck, said carnival 
president Johnny Smith. Tickets are $10. Tickets may be purchased from KVFD 
members, at upcoming community events and the carnival as supplies last. Tickets 
also may be purchased at Noblett Appliances & Propane, 17 South Main Street, 
Kilmarnock, where the truck may be inspected. A drawing will be held at 11:30 p.m. 
August 6 at the carnival.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, 
June 30, County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

Supervisors will consider a 
request for proposals for archi-
tectural services for a proposed 
$2.05 million emergency medi-
cal services (EMS) building.

Also on the agenda is the 
appointment of a Freedom of 
Information Act officer for the 
county, fiscal year 2016 supple-
mental appropriations for EMS 
and the sheriff’s department 

and a resolution to replace the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge.

Public hearings will address:
• A request from Michael 

K. and Cynthia H. Rogers to 
expand an existing non-con-
forming structure on a 1.01-acre 
parcel at 258 Poplar Neck Cove 
off Ocran Road. The property is 
zoned general residential.

• An application from Michael 
T. and Valerie D. Freund, owners, 
and Northern Neck Partners 
for Pets, to operate an animal 
kennel on a 35.847-acre parcel 
off Devils Bottom Road near 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Virginia State Corpo-
ration Commission will 
hold public hearings at 2 and 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, July 6, at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater, 191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The hearing is for public 
input on the Dominion Power 
application to construct trans-
mission towers across the Rap-
pahannock River at the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Laurel Point Road. The property 
is zoned general agriculture.


