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CLARAVILLE—Commencement exercises on Saturday, June 11, will 
mark the ending of one chapter and the beginning of another in the lives of 95 
Northumberland High School graduation candidates.

The ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. at the NHS Auditorium, 201 Academic 
Lane, Claraville.

Allison Burgess and Micaela Wilson tied for valedictorian. They will give a 
joint commencement address. 

Burgess is the daughter of Chris and Nancy Burgess. She plans to attend the 
University of Mary Washington. Wilson is the daughter of Keith and Shiela 
Wilson and plans to attend Christopher Newport University (CNU).      

The salutatorian is Stephen Parker. The son of Frederick and Anne Parker, 
he will attend Ohio State University in the fall.

The senior class selected Judge R. Michael McKenney to give the keynote 
address. Additional speakers include class president Mary Kathryn Hall, also 
to attend CNU; student council president Macy Swift, who will attend James 
Madison University; and high school principal Dr. Travis Burns.

Allison Burgess Micaela Wilson Stephen Parker

NHS graduation slated Saturday
by Audrey Thomasson

The Class of 2016 graduation 
supplement appears inside.

KILMARNOCK—Members of the 
environmental regulation community 
and other officials on June 1 visited 
Kilmarnock to inspect a stream restora-
tion project to be completed this year.

Rep. Rob Wittman also participated. 
Others present represented the town, 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
Choose Clean Water Coalition, Headwa-
ters LLC, Friends of the Rappahannock, 
Center for Watershed Protection, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and Ecosys-
tems Services LLC. 

Planning and zoning administra-
tor Marshal Sebra indicated there is a 
problem with erosion in the area and 
improvements at two sites will be funded 
with a watershed grant to install pollution 
reduction features and restore streams. 

The first site is in a wooded area 
between 466 and 488 North Main Street 
which Sebra calls the “Kilmarnock 
Canyon,” or the Sal’s Site. James Beane 
and Richard Russell own the property.

The second site is adjacent to Lan-
caster Middle School at 85 School 
Street. The property is owned by the 
Town of Kilmarnock and Northern 

Neck LLC. Both sites are within the 
Eastern Branch of the Corrotoman 
River watershed. 

The cost of the improvement proj-
ects for both sites is $347,000. The 
town was awarded $200,000 from the 
2015 Chesapeake Bay Stewardship 
Fund Implementation Grant with 
National Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion, and the remaining $147,000 
was awarded from the Stormwater 
Local Assistance Fund through the 
Virginia Department of Environmen-
tal Quality. These grants cover the 
entire cost of the restoration projects 

for both sites, said Sebra. 
These sites receive stormwater 

from everything within a drainage 
area that includes parking lots, roofs, 
street runoff and basically any water 
that does not absorb into the ground, 
Sebra said. He indicated that these 
projects are not just the town’s prob-
lem, but everyone’s problem living 
downstream due to the erosion. 

Officials last Wednesday inspected 
the Sal’s Site, which is causing pol-
lution to enter the Corrotoman River 
watershed, said Sebra. He said he 
wants to be proactive in making sure 

this situation is improved.
Kip Mumaw of Ecosystems Ser-

vices explained there are 11 acres 
draining into the “Kilmarnock 
Canyon” so the plan is to step the 
water down gradually with what 
might look like a series of cascades. 
Ecosystem Services is the engineer-
ing and design company that pro-
duced the plan for the project and will 
oversee the contractor’s work. A con-
tractor has not yet been chosen. 

Mumaw said the project will begin in 
late fall to avoid big storms and should 
be completed within four weeks.

WEEMS—The Lancaster school 
board on June 2 hired Bruce Cook 
as principal of Lancaster High 
School. The action came following 
a closed session at the school board 
office. 

Superintendent Steve Parker indi-
cated that a panel of staff members, 
parents, and central office person-
nel, chaired by Robert “Bo” Bailey, 
the interim high school principal, 
screened the applicants for the posi-
tion and selected eight candidates to 
interview.

Panel members were requested to 
rate each candidate based on a list 
of qualifications. The panel met on 
May 24 to compare their scoring for 
each candidate and to recommend 
the top three candidates. 

“After careful deliberation we 
extended an offer to Mr. Cook, 
which he accepted,” said Parker. 
“Mr. Cook comes to us with a 
demonstrated record of improving 
student achievement in challeng-
ing school environments. He has 
a wealth of experience as a school 
administrator and will bring that 
experience to bear on addressing 
the needs of our school, and more 
importantly, our students. We are 
very fortunate to have him on board 
and look forward to a long and pro-
ductive relationship.” 

“Mr. Cook is certified by the Vir-
ginia Department of Education as 
a Turnaround Specialist, through 

LANCASTER—Supervisors will 
hold public hearings tonight, June 
9, on a proposed fiscal year 2016-
17 operating budget, and tax levies. 
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at 

the County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Projected budget revenues total 
$34,222,883, including a beginning 
fund balance of $4,709,026.  

Projected revenue sources include 
$15,820,800 in property taxes; 

$5,120,688 in school operating rev-
enue; $4,222,803 in state funds; 
$2,920,600 in other local funds; 
$745,044 in federal funds; $558,180 
in school cafeteria revenue; and 
$125,742 in the school textbook 
account.

Estimated expenditures by category 
total $30,792,012 and the projected 
ending fund balance is$3,430,871.

Estimated expenses include 
$15,912,042 for school opera-
tions, $5,042,565 for public safety; 
$2,981,186 for health and wel-

fare; $1,922,178 for debt service; 
$1,568,935 for general govern-
ment; $1,200,402 for public works; 
$742,345 for courts; $563,815 for 
school cafeteria; $488,582 for com-

Lancaster supervisors to hold budget and tax hearings tonight
by Audrey Thomasson

Bruce Cook is named new
principal at Lancaster High

From left, Rep. Rob Wittman, town manager Tom Saunders and 
mayor Mae Umphlett discuss the proposed stream restoration 
project. Photo by Susan Cockrell

The “Sal’s Site” above is one of two sites targeted in a stream restoration project which recently 
received some $347,000 in grant funding. Photo by Madison White Franks 

Town to restore two streams affected by stormwater erosion
by Madison White Franks

by Madison White Franks

Bruce Cook

a program administered by the 
Darden School of Business and the 
Curry School of Education at the 
University of Virginia,” said Parker. 

Cook has 17 years of experience 
as a school administrator and nine 
years as a teacher, noted Parker. 
His most recent role was as an 
assistant principal in the Caroline 
County school system. He also has 
a master’s of education in interna-
tional school administration from 
Trenton State College in Trenton, 
N.J. 

Cook will begin as the new LHS 
principal June 13 in order to “hit 
the ground running,” added Parker.

LANCASTER, continued on page A2



Safe crossing
Kayakers escorted swimmers across the Rappahannock 
River from Grey’s Point to Willaby’s on the Rappahannock 
last Sunday morning. Some 22 swimmers made the 
two-mile swim for fun, 

satisfaction. Christine 
Johnson of Mathews 
County and her sister, 
Carolyn Quinn of White 
Stone, made the swim 
two years ago and were 
joined by about 20 others 
last year. The swim is not 
competitive, said Quinn. 
The group does however 
become a little more 
organized each year 
and recently had shirts 
printed indicating the 
swim is “the safest way 
to cross” the river. At 
right, Andrea Lattell of 
Irvington celebrates her 

organizer Carolyn Quinn. This year’s swim was called 
“The Betsy” in memory of Betsy Chambers, who died 
last fall. Chambers completed the swim last spring, said 
Lattell. 
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munity development; $192,595 
for recreation and cultural 
activities; $125,742 for school 
textbook account; $37,925 for 
non-department spending; and 
$13,700 for non-public educa-
tion.

Supervisors are propos-
ing to eliminate tax levies 
on boats under five tons and 
farm equipment. Real estate 
rates would remain at $0.54 

per $100 of assessed value 
and general personal property 
at $2.04 per $100 of assessed 
value.

After the public hearing, 
supervisors must wait at least 
seven days before voting on the 
measures. A date has not been 
set for the vote. 

The new budget will become 
effective July 1, 2016, and con-
tinue through June 30, 2017.

HEATHSVILLE—Supervi-
sors will hold public hearings 
Wednesday, June 15, on a pro-
posed budget for fiscal year 
2016-17 totaling $36.7 mil-
lion which will require a $.05 
increase in the real estate tax rate. 
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 
at the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. 

Projected revenues total 
$36,708,417, including a begin-
ning fund balance of $5,145,748. 

Projected revenue sources 
include $18,383,251 in prop-
erty taxes, $2,915,527 in other 
local sources, $10,263,891 in 

state and federal sources.
Estimated expenditures by cat-

egory total $31,480,004 and the 
estimated ending fund balance 
is $5,228,413, for a balanced 
budget of $36,708,417. 

Estimated expenses include 
$1,653,650 for general govern-
ment administration; $834,038 
for judicial administration; 
$4,413,660 for public safety; 
$1,545,835 for public works; 
$2,559,314 for health and wel-
fare; $17,427,523 for educa-
tion; $200,426 for parks, recre-
ation, and culture; $386,807 for 
community development; and 
$2,458,753 for non-departmental 
spending. 

Supervisors are proposing a 

real estate tax rate of $0.54 cents 
per $100 of assessed value; a per-
sonal property tax rate of $3.60 at 
40% of assessed value; machin-
ery and tools tax of $3.60 at a 
25% assessment ratio of original 
cost the first year, and $3.60 at a 
10% assessment ratio of original 
cost the second year; and mer-
chants capital tax of $1 at a 50% 
assessed value of original cost. 

After the public hearing, 
supervisors must wait at least 
seven days before voting on the 
measures. A day has not been set 
for the vote. 

The proposed budget will 
become effective July 1, 2016, 
and continue through June 30, 
2017. 

Northumberland to hold hearings
on budget and 5 cents hike in tax rate

by Madison White Franks

Charlotte Hollings of Lancaster swam the Rappahannock 
in less than an hour. Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Lancaster budget
continued from page A1

WHITE STONE—The White 
Stone Town Council will hold a 
special meeting Tuesday, June 
14, to approve its fiscal year 
2017 budget. The meeting will 
begin at  5:30 p.m. at the Town 
Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, 
White Stone. 

Council held a public hear-
ing and second reading of its 
proposed $173,740 budget last 
Thursday. The hearing drew only 
one comment from former mayor 
Lloyd B. Hubbard, who said as 
a business owner he wanted to 
commend council for being “so 
frugal and spending wisely.”

The budget includes an esti-
mated expenditure increase of 
$8,056 in general funds. The 
town budgeted $128,972 in 
general fund expenditures in 
2016. The 2017 budget includes 
an increase of $2,100 for town 
council expenses, $1,735 in 
building and external environ-
ment spending and $4,836 in 
central administration. There is 
an expected $615 decrease in 
public safety costs. 

Council also has budgeted 
$7,436 for the capital improve-
ment fund, $17,676 for the 
reserve fund to cover mortgage 
reimbursement and $11,600 for 
a sewage project. 

According to town man-
ager Patrick Frere, revenue 
is expected to increase by 
$18,365 with an additional 
$1,500 in bank franchise taxes 
and $16,500 from the cigarette 
tax. Another $600 increase 
is expected in local sales tax 
receipts. 

Councilman William Hub-

White Stone settles on budget;
joins push for bridge replacement

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi bard called for a special meeting 
for the budget approval on June 
14. Joe Sliakis seconded the 
motion and it passed by a unani-
mous vote, 7-0. Voting in favor 
were Hubbard, Sliakis, Irving 
Brittingham, Paul Elbourn, 
Blair Kenyon, Kelli Blanken-
ship and Jennifer Hodges. 

In other business, Frere 
briefed council on a Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
meeting he attended in Freder-
icksburg last month. The Fred-
ericksburg District Primary 
Road public hearing was held 
at Germana Community Col-
lege. Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission executive 
director Jerry Davis accompa-
nied Frere. 

Frere said he expressed the 
council’s concerns regarding 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge. Frere was told that 
any replacement plan has to be 
included in VDOT’s six-year 
improvement plan and that the 
request must come from the 
county boards of Lancaster and 
Middlesex rather than the town 
of White Stone. 

According to Frere, the Vir-
ginia secretary of transporta-
tion, the state highway com-
missioner, the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board member 
for the Fredericksburg Dis-
trict, the Fredericksburg dis-
trict administrator and the head 
of the Department of Rail and 
Public Transportation were all 
in attendance. 

Frere said he asked them to 
consider replacement of the 
bridge and was told several 
state leaders had come to the 
Northern Neck five days prior 

to the public hearing to look at 
the bridge. 

“So it’s definitely on their 
radar,” said Frere. 

Sliakis asked Frere how long 
replacement would take and 
how much money it would cost. 

Financially, “everything 
in the Fredericksburg Dis-
trict would have to come to a 
screeching halt for five years to 
replace the bridge,” said mayor 
Randy Reeves. 

Council voted unanimously 
to have Frere draft a resolu-
tion for consideration to send 
to both the Lancaster and 
Middlesex boards of supervi-
sors, asking them to request the 
bridge replacement be added to 
the six-year improvement plan. 

A resolution regarding Vir-
ginia Dominion Power’s plans 
to replace transmission lines 
across the Rappahannock River 
was presented to council as an 
agenda item. However, no one 
made a motion for action. 

Council voted to give the 
White Stone Business Asso-
ciation $200 to assist with a 
planned Friday by the River 
event on July 8 at 5:30 p.m. 
on the grounds of Allure Art 
Center. The social will give 
White Stone businesses more 
exposure, said L. Hubbard, who 
is the WSBA president. The 
event is open to the public. 

W. Hubbard made a motion 
to take the $200 in the 2016 
budget allocated for Oktober-
fest and give that to the business 
association. Oktoberfest wasn’t 
held last year and the money 
not spent. Kenyon seconded the 
motion, which passed unani-
mously. 

Association members are 
also concerned about the “look 
of the town,” including litter 
issues and the maintenance of 
bumpouts, said L. Hubbard. 
He said he understood changes 
were coming with the down-
town revitalization project but 
more immediate cleanup is 
needed. 

“We’re in a quagmire right 
now,” he said. “Just at a stand-
still.”

As the former mayor he said 
he understands how slow the 
[government] wheels turn and 
“it’s a tough process.” The asso-
ciation is there to offer any help 
it can in cleaning up the town in 
the short-term, he said.

 Food for the animals 
Although it poured rain on May 21, it did not stop the gener-

ous donations of pet food that rolled in for the Animal Welfare 
League of the Northern Neck by the Memory Lane Car Club and 
the Corvette Club. 

About 700 pounds of dog and cat food, plus financial dona-
tions were raised by the club members to help feed the animals. 
The AWL thanks Jack Ashburn and the club members, said presi-
dent Judith Harvell.

NEWS BREAK
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Indian Creek Yacht & Country Club362 Club DriveKilmarnock, VA 22482

To RSVP, call or go to 

innovative treatments for hip and knee pain

If hip or knee pain is making it hard for you to enjoy life, join orthopaedic surgeon Dr. James McCoig as he discusses the most advanced treatment options offered by Bon Secours Orthopaedic Institute to get you back to an active lifestyle. Dr. McCoig joins Dr. David Antonio to bring expert orthopaedic care right here in the Northern Neck.

James McCoig, MDorthopaedic surgeon

Dirty Paws
Pet Salon

  804-761-2224

Indian Creek Yacht & Country Club
362 Club Drive
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

To RSVP, call or go to 

innovative treatments for hip and knee pain
If hip or knee pain is making it hard for you to enjoy life, join orthopaedic surgeon Dr. James McCoig as he discusses the most 
advanced treatment options offered by Bon Secours Orthopaedic Institute to get you back to an active lifestyle. Dr. McCoig joins 
Dr. David Antonio to bring expert orthopaedic care right here in the Northern Neck.

James McCoig, MD
orthopaedic surgeon

KILMARNOCK—There is 
Old Glory, worn and frayed. 
Time to replace the Stars and 
Stripes with a new flag? But, 
what do you do with your flag 
that faithfully displayed your 
patriotism?

The Town of Kilmarnock 
and U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 33 will conduct their 
fifth annual flag retirement cer-
emony from 4 to 6 p.m. on Flag 
Day, Tuesday, June 14, at Town 
Centre Park, North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

“We found that many mem-
bers of the community have 
stored their old flags because 
they want to dispose of them 
respectfully, but were unsure of 
how to go about it,” said deputy 
town manager Susan Cockrell. 
“We thought it would be a great 
service to our community to 
team up with Flotilla 33 each 
year and retire unserviceable 

flags in a respectful manner.”
“We learned there is a need in 

the community for this event,” 
said flotilla commander Walter 
Montross. “We retire between 
300 and 400 flags each year in 
this ceremony.”

“According to the American 
Legion, Flag Day is the best day 
for retiring unserviceable flags,” 
said division vice commander 
and Flotilla 33 member Amy 
Thomas. “Also, burning unser-
viceable flags in a respectful 
ceremony is the recommended 
method of disposing of them.”

“We welcome people to drop 
off their flags at the Town Hall, 
1 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock, prior to June 13 if they 
cannot attend the ceremony,” 
said Cockrell. “Also, we want to 
thank the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department who oversees 
the burning to ensure a safe con-
trolled environment.”

WHITE STONE—The Save 
the Rappahannock Coalition 
has filed a Notice of Participa-
tion as a respondent with the 
Virginia State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) seeking 
to require Dominion Virginia 
Power to use an alternative to its 
proposed transmission towers 
crossing the Rappahannock 
River. 

 “The action is the latest in 
our year-long effort to protect 
the scenic beauty of the lower 
Rappahannock without undue 
cost to electric customers or 
reduced reliability in electric 
service,” said coalition presi-
dent Carl Smith. 

“The Rappahannock is a 
treasure enjoyed by thousands 
of residents and visitors annu-
ally who see it from boats, 
cars, waterfront restaurants and 
shoreline homes,” said Smith. 
“The river is the engine of our 
local economy and we owe it 

to future generations to prevent 
industrial-looking towers from 
blighting its beauty.”

“Dominion’s application to 
the SCC is riddled with incon-
sistent and incomplete justi-
fication for the towers and its 
rejection of alternatives doesn’t 
pass the straight face test,” 
said Emily Davies, leader of 
the coalition regulatory team. 
“We are confident the SCC will 
recognize these many deficien-
cies and the importance of the 
scenic, historic, and cultural 
value of the resource the towers 
would irreparably harm.” 

As a respondent, the coali-
tion will be able to present tes-
timony in the SCC evidentiary 
hearing September 20 in Rich-
mond, cross examine Domin-
ion witnesses, and submit 
questions to the company as 
part of the record that will be 
considered by the three SCC 
commissioners.  

Coalition enters SCC regulatory
process to block Dominion towers

Attorney E. Stanley Murphy 
filed the Notice of Participation 
as Respondent with the SCC.

The SCC will hold public 
hearings on the Dominion pro-
posal at 2 and 7 p.m. July 6 at 
Lancaster Middle School, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

Anyone may attend the hear-
ings and express an opinion 
about the project. Only Respon-
dents may address the Septem-
ber hearing in Richmond.

From left are Flotilla 33 commander Walter Montross 
and Kilmarnock mayor Mae Umphlett.

Flag retirement ceremony
set June 14 in Kilmarnock

HEATHSVILLE—Many of 
the Northern Neck’s backroads 
and farms are without internet 
access. 

Known as the “last mile,” a 
new state initiative is giving 
voice to the webless with a 
crowdsourcing initiative to 
pinpoint those communities on 
a map.

The Northumberland Public 
Library is asking patrons with-
out internet to come to the 
library to fill out the RUOnli-
neVA survey to put their resi-
dence on the map and guide 
the state in identifying where 
broadband services are most 
needed in the county.

“This initiative gives citizens 
and businesses the opportunity 
to have a direct impact on the 
future of broadband in the 
Commonwealth,” said Secre-
tary of Technology Karen Jack-

son. “By identifying where the 
greatest demand is, RUOnli-
neVA will set a foundation for 
state-level broadband strate-
gies and policies that will help 
get broadband to every part of 
Virginia.”

To participate in the RUOn-
lineVA, use Northumberland 
Public Library’s internet access 
to log onto Ruonline.virginia.
gov, or call 877-969-6685. The 
survey will continue through 
early August and consists of a 
few simple questions regarding 
place of residence and level of 
connectivity.

Responses will be aggre-
gated, mapped, and shared with 
policymakers and the public 
to stimulate broadband policy 
and funding discussions.

For further assistance on 
how to take the survey, call the 
library, 580-5051.

Webless? Library is mapping
homes without internet access

NEWS BREAK
 Contribute to history 
Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library (MBWML) in 

Lancaster seeks writers to contribute original research articles 
on Lancaster County history for a third volume of MBWML’s 
Echoes of Yesteryear Occasional Papers Series. The deadline for 
submissions is August 1.

The anticipated publication date is December 2016. For guide-
lines, email history@mbwm.org, or call 462-7280.
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REEDVILLE—Philip Shahan 
Jr. of Reedville recently was 
honored by the Peninsulas Emer-
gency Medical Services Council 
as Outstanding EMS Administra-
tor of 2016. 

Shahan is captain of the Mid-
County Volunteer Rescue Squad 
in Heathsville where he also 
serves as an emergency medical 
technician, reported first lieuiten-
ant/training officer Joe Schlat-
ter. He is a lieutenant and assis-
tant secretary of Fairfields Volun-
teer Fire Department.

As a recipient of the regional 
award, Shahan is now a candidate 
for a similar statewide award to 
be announced in November, said 
Schlatter.

Shahan started his volunteer 
emergency medical service upon 
graduation from Northumberland 
High School where he completed 
at EMT certification course. For 
the past eight years, he has com-

pleted state and national training 
in policy, operational, and admin-
istrative functions of both fire and 
rescue, continued Schlatter. 

His service with Mid-County 
VRS has included ambulance 
driver, EMT, first lieutenant/train-
ing officer, equipment officer, 

communications officer and cap-
tain.

Shahan earned the award based 
on his accomplishments over the 
past eight years that included mod-
ernizing the Mid-County supply 
system; implementing new radio 
equipment; devising the first-ever 
annual training program; and 
establishing a process for quality 
control and improvement of pre-
hospital patient care reports. 

His contributions are even 
more remarkable because, at the 
same time he served with both 
EMS and fire squads, he was a 
full-time student at Rappahan-
nock Community College, earn-
ing an associate’s in December 
2015 while maintaining dean’s 
list status and holding a full-
time job, said Schlatter. Now, in 
addition to his continued volun-
teer EMS and fire service, he is 
employed as a deputy with Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Office.

MONTROSS—A Westmoreland man was 
indicted May 25 for first-degree murder in the 
2010 death of his wife, Sally J. Rumsey, 49.

Stephen Carl Andersen, 64, of Hague was 
indicted by a multijurisdictional grand jury six 
years after his wife’s frozen body was found 
covered in snow in the woods behind the cou-
ple’s home on Kings Mill Road near Oldhams.

An autopsy report indicated Rumsey had 
a slightly elevated blood alcohol level com-
bined with the sleep medication Ambien in her 
system. The death certificate classified Rum-
sey’s death as a suicide caused by “hypothermia 
due to environmental cold exposure.”

However, Westmoreland County Sheriff C.O. 
Balderson rejected the suicide finding and kept 
the case open. 

“We’re not going to treat it as a suicide. We’re 
going full bore to try to find out what happened 
to her. Our investigation is not going to stop,” 
said Sheriff Balderson five months after the 
body was recovered. Early on, he listed Ander-
sen as a “subject of interest” in the case. 

At the time of her death, the couple co-owned 
and operated Good Eats Cafe near Kinsale, 
which has since closed. Rumsey’s house and 
share in the cafe were willed to Andersen upon 
her death.

“Andersen was arrested without incident last 
week at the Inn at Stratford Hall…where he is 
executive chef,” said Sheriff Balderson.

He credited the arrest to Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Julie Sichol’s re-examination of all 
the evidence and police reports on the cold case 
since taking office in 2012.

“It has always been an active case for us,” said 
Sheriff Balderson. 

According to police reports, Rumsey was last 
seen at her home on February 5, 2010. Her hus-
band failed to report her missing for two days. 

On February 9, her body was discovered in the 
woods on Rumsey’s 50-acre property, days after 
a snow storm.

Andersen was arraigned June 3 in Westmore-
land County Circuit Court. His next hearing is 
scheduled for July 1. He is currently being held 
in Northern Neck Regional Jail.
Wrongful death lawsuit

In 2014, Sarah Thrift, Rumsey’s daughter 
from a previous marriage, won an $8 million 
wrongful death civil lawsuit against her stepfa-
ther, claiming Andersen’s “wrongful, negligent, 
and intentional and/or malicious acts” caused 
her mother’s death.

Thrift claimed Andersen should not receive 
“a financial reward, profit and betterment” since 
it was his actions that resulted in her mother’s 
death. 

The lawsuit claimed that Andersen told vari-
ous stories about Rumsey’s whereabouts during 
the time she was missing. In a version given to 
investigators, he claimed his wife stormed out of 
the house that evening after the two had an argu-
ment when she found a pornographic site he had 
visited on their home computer. He told friends 
she was with Thrift and he told Thrift she left at 3 
p.m. while he was out walking the dogs.

However, Rumsey’s car remained in the drive-
way.

In a series of text exchanges more than 16 
hours after her mother’s disappearance, Thrift 
told Andersen to file a missing persons report. 
He texted back, “I could but I’m not going to.”

He did not report Rumsey missing for 48 
hours, and only after Thrift threatened to file the 
report herself, Thrift claimed in her lawsuit.

From reports at the time, Rumsey’s body was 
discovered by law enforcement a few hundred 
feet from her home. She was not wearing a coat, 
gloves or hat. A water bottle, wine bottle and 
empty bottle of Ambien were found near her 
body, according to the lawsuit.

WARSAW—Virginia State 
Police on June 6 responded to 
an overturned tractor trailer on 
Chestnut Hill Road near Warsaw 
in Richmond County. The crash 
occurred around 7:11 a.m.

VSP trooper A. M. Zavala is 
investigating the crash, reported 
first division public information 
officer Sgt. Stephan M.Vick.

Trooper Zavala’s investigation 
revealed that a 1995 Freightliner 
log truck was traveling west on 
Chestnut Hill Road when a white 
sedan entered its travel lane, the 
tractor trailer moved over to avoid 
impact with the sedan at which 
point the trailer wheels caught the 
edge of the road causing the truck 
to overturn.  The white sedan did 

not stop at the scene.
The driver of the tractor trailer, 

Lavonte Bundy of Tappahan-
nock, was not injured in the crash. 
Cleanup continued throughout 
the morning.

If anyone has any informa-
tion on the white sedan, they are 
asked to contact Trooper Zavala 
at 553-3445, said Sgt. Vick.

Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers is seeking 
information about a resi-
dential break-in reported 
to the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office May 26.

The break-in possibly 
occurred at 7942 River 
Road, Mollusk, between 
May 13 and 17. A person 
or persons entered the 
home and removed a 
small refrigerator, antique 
desk, Dyson vacuum 
cleaner and rifle. 

Report information 
regarding a person, or per-
sons, entering the home 
and removing furniture, 
or information about the 
stolen items, to Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers at 
462-7463.

You do not have to give 
your name or appear in 
court. You could receive 
a reward up to $1,000 if 
your information leads to 
an arrest. 

Lancaster Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie this week 
reported charges against seven 
individuals.
Felonies

Grant C. Rollins, 19, of 
Heathsville was charged May 
30 with felony possession of a 
controlled substance.

Jason T. Lynn, 30, of Farn-
ham was charged May 31 with 
felony distribution of a con-
trolled substance.

Adrian T. Jones, 35, of 
Tammy Drive, was charged 
June 1 with felony eluding 
police, driving under the influ-
ence and reckless driving—20 
mph over limit.
Misdemeanors

An Iberis Road man, 67, 
was charged June 1 with 
entering property with intent 
to damage. 

A Weems Road man, 34, 
was charged June 3 with con-
tempt of court. 

A Fleets Bay Road man, 27, 
was charged June 5 with driv-
ing suspended-two or more 
subsequent previous offenses.

A Reedville woman, 33, 
was released on a summons 
for possession of marijuana.
Activity report

May 31: Staff responded 
to the Lancaster Courthouse  
area for a reported reck-
less driver, to the 200 block 
of Mosquito Point Road to 
investigate a report of an 
abandoned vehicle, to the 600 
block of Johns Neck Road 
for the report of a verbal dis-
agreement, to the 100 block of 
School Street for the report of 
a trespasser, and to the Jesse 
duPont Highway for the report 
of a reckless driver.

June 1: Staff responded to a 
walk-in complaint of a domes-
tic assault, to the 100 block of 
Havenwood Lane for a report 
of a burglary in progress, to 
the 500 block of Paynes Creek 
Road for a report of a possible 
suicidal person, to Regina and 
Mary Ball roads for a reported 
two-vehicle traffic crash, to 
the 8200 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a report of disorderly 
conduct in public, to a walk-in 
complaint of a reported assault 
by threats, to the 500 block of 
Lumberlost Road for a report 
of threats to commit arson, 
to the 300 block of Buzzards 
Neck Road for a complaint 
of a reckless driver, to School 
Street to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) 
with a report of an assault, and 
to the 900 block of Griffins 
Landing Road for a reported 
assault.

June 2: Staff responded 
to Taylors Creek Road for a 
complaint of a traffic hazard, 
to the 100 block of Windjam-
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with a felony possession of a 
Schedule I or II drug.

Bernard Lamore Bennett, 
28, of Lottsburg was charged 
June 4 by VSP with unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle, driving 
suspended, third offense, hit 
and run, and reckless driving. 
He also was charged by Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff ’s 
Office with possession of 

marijuana and being drunk in 
public, and with a probation 
violation by the Circuit Court 
of Norfolk.
Misdemeanors

A Montross man, 34, was 
charged May 28 on a sum-
mons for failing to sterilize an 
animal that was adopted.

A Heathsville woman, 
66, was charged June 2 with 

assault and battery.
A Reedville man, 50, was 

charged June 4 with driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
and reckless driving.

A Farnham woman, 66, was 
charged June 4 with assault 
and battery.

A Callao woman, 69, was 
charged June 5 with assault 
and battery.

mer Lane for a civil issue com-
plaint, to Corrotoman Drive 
for a report of a trespasser, to 
the 1100 block of Chesapeake 
Trail for the report of a tres-
passer, to the 8200 block of 
Mary Ball Road for a report of 
a person walking in the high-
way at night.

June 3: Staff responded 
to Mary Ball Road to assist 
Virginia State Police (VSP) 
with the canine search of a 
vehicle, to the 100 block of 
Windjammer Lane for a civil 
complaint, to the 100 block 
of Primary School Road for a 
reported reckless driver, to the 
area of Windmill Point Road 
for a report of a mental sub-
ject in the highway, and to the 
100 block of School Street for 
a mentally disturbed person.

June 4: Staff responded to 
the 6000 block of Mary Ball 
Road for the report of two 
intoxicated pedestrians in the 
highway, to the 1700 block of 
Ocran Road for the report of 
an unattended death, to the 
600 block of Rappahannock 
Drive for a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash, to Mary Ball Road 
and Rappahannock Drive for 
the report of a possible intoxi-
cated driver, to the 300 block 
of Quarters Cove Drive for 
a reported traffic complaint, 
to the 2900 block of Browns 
Store Road for a reported 
altercation in progress, to the 

300 block of Buzzards Neck 
Road for a report of a domes-
tic disturbance, to the 100 
block of Thrasher Court for a 
report of altercation involving 
juveniles, to the 100 block of 
Gaskins Road for a reported 
domestic disturbance, to the 
4000 block of Mary Ball Road 
to assist emergency medical 
services with a man in a vehi-
cle with a medical condition, 
to the 100 block of MyWay 
Lane for a reported domestic 
assault, and to the 100 block 
of Washington Street for a 
reported noise complaint.

June 5: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Sandlin Drive 
for a reported domestic dis-
turbance, to the 1900 block of 
Goodluck Road for a reported 
domestic disturbance,  to the 
2200 block of Windmill Point 
Road for a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash, to the 300 block of 
Fairway Drive for a reported 
subject with mental issues, to 
the 100 block of Braden Lane 
for the report of a suspicious 
person; and to the 100 block 
of Lancaster Creek Drive for 
the report of animals in the 
highway.

Staff also conducted 20 
traffic stops, issued six sum-
monses, assisted three motor-
ists, handled four calls for traf-
fic control, investigated seven 
building alarms, received 
10 E911 hang-up calls and 
fielded six calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

White Stone and Kilmar-
nock volunteer fire departments 
responded to a fire/smoke alarm 
on Windmill Point Road. White 
Stone VFD also responded to 
traffic crashes on Rappahan-
nock Drive and Windmill Point 
Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a traffic crash at 
Mary Ball and Morattico roads.

Northumberland Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 
against 10 individuals.
Felony

William Anthony Thomp-
son Jr., 33, of Callao was 
charged May 27 on a direct 
indictment issued by the 
multi-jurisdictional grand jury 
with two counts of distribution 
of a Schedule II controlled 
substance.

Harvey Lee Blackwell, 47, 
of Heathsville was charged  
May 31 with four felony 
counts of abuse/child neglect.

Amy Renee Howell, 35, of 
Warsaw was charged June 2 
with felony DUI third offense 
within 10 years and driving 
with a revoked license.

Virginia Nicole Jett, 38, of 
Burgess was charged June 2 
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= IRVINGTON’S
THIRD FRIDAY

JUNE 17 
Visit with business owners, explore shops, 
and share some munchies as Irvington 
celebrates the THIRD FRIDAY of the 
month from 4-6pm!
Pets are welcomed. Please bring a can/bag 
of food to donate to the Animal Shelter!

FUN+FOOD+ 
COMMUNITY

THIRD FRIDAY

IRVINGTON

For further information please call: 438.6287

A humorous look 

at how some 

boat owners deal 

with mechanical 

problems.

Available on Amazon

Kindle Price:  

$3.99
BONEHEADS AND A BULLY PULPIT

Kindle Edition

by GRID MICHAL

LANCASTER—Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III on May 27 heard 
the following cases in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court.

Allen Conaway of Wicomico 
Church was in court charged 
with probation violations on one 
felony and three misdemeanor 
convictions. The case was con-
tinued to August 19 on a motion 
by defense.

Keyvone Trayus Williams of 
Lancaster pled guilty to proba-
tion violations on five felony 
convictions. He was given two 
years active service on a 40-year 
sentence.

Montae Javon Smith of Lan-
caster is charged with probation 
violations of one felony and 
three misdemeanor convictions. 
The case was continued for the 
13th time to July 22.

Robert Wayne Dawson II of 
Burkeville did not show up in 
court on a charge of probation 
violation on two felony convic-
tions. The judge issued a capias 
for his arrest and reset the hear-
ing to June 10.

Jerevon R. Henderson of 
Lancaster was given supervised 
probation for one year and five 
months on probation violation 
for a felony conviction. A review 
date was set for December 9.

Marion Denise Brown of Top-
ping pled guilty to petit larceny 
after returning items to Walmart 
that she had shoplifted. A third 
offense petit larceny was nolle 
prosequi. She was sentenced to 
five years, all suspended, one 
year supervised probation and 
required to pay $178.76 in res-
titution to the store.

Neal Elliott Sluss of Chesa-
peake is charged with two felony 
counts of destruction of prop-
erty over $1,000 in value. The 
case was continued to June 10 
on a motion by defense.

Trevor Antonio Carter of 
Kilmarnock is charged with 
two felonies of manufacture of 
a controlled substance. On a 
motion by defense, the case was 
continued. Trial is set for July 8.

Terell Lamarr Gilreath of 
Weems is charged with three fel-
onies of manufacture and distri-
bution of controlled substance. 
The case was continued. Trial is 
set for August 5.

Sharon Rice of Kilmarnock 
pled guilty to felony manufac-
ture of a controlled substance. A 
second felony charge was nolle 
prosequi. She was sentenced 
to 10 years, all suspended, and 
placed on two years’ supervised 
probation. Her operator’s license 
was suspended for six months.

Lionel Lemont Baker of 
Kilmarnock is charged with 
felony manufacture of a con-
trolled substance. The case 
was continued on a motion by 
defense. Trial is set for August 5.

Daryl Collin Mitchell of 
Lancaster is charged with two 
felonies of manufacture of a 
controlled substance. The case 
was continued on a motion by 
defense. Trial is set for August 5.

Clifton Bernard Tomlin 
of Burgess pled guilty to an 
amended charge of felony dis-
tribution and was sentenced to 

Yankee Doodle recently 
came to town, in the form 

of a baby raccoon! 
Iris Treakle of Riverland 

Insurers has been the care-
taker of this little raccoon 
since April 23 when he was 
just a week-and-a half-old.

Her brother, Jim Mitchell, 
found the baby raccoon on 
a construction job site in 
Northern Virginia fighting for 
his life after his mother was 
killed in the road. His siblings 
drowned in rushing waters in 
a ditch due to the rain back in 
April, said Treakle.

Mitchell and his co-workers 
named the baby raccoon 
Yankee Doodle because he 
was found in Northern Virginia. Mitchell knew when he found 
the raccoon who could nurse it back to health—his sister, Iris. 

When Treakle was growing up, she wanted to be a vet and 
has experience with nursing wildlife back to health after work-
ing with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. She likes 
to help the animals become healthy and then release them back 
into their natural habitat, said Treakle. She has experience in 
taking care of a crane, numerous foxes, and raccoons. 

Treakle had to restore Yankee Doodle’s body temperature by 
keeping him warm and also bottle fed him kitten milk to make 
sure he was getting the proper nutrients to gain his strength and 
ultimately become healthier, she said. 

The raccoon is now healthy and steadily growing. Treakle 
feeds him kitten chow and will soon begin to feed him puppy 
chow. A quirk about raccoons is that they wash their hands and 
food. 

“He washes his food and his hands and one night I handed 
him a paper towel, and he even dried his hands,” said Treakle. 

Mitchell built Yankee Doodle a “raccoon condo” where he 
can enjoy the sounds of his natural habitat, said Treakle. 

Yankee Doodle is eight weeks old, but has a very curious and 
sweet disposition, she said. She has taken him to pre-schools 
and nursing homes so that people could see him. 

Once he matures, Treakle will open the “raccoon condo” and 
allow him to come and go as he pleases. She thinks he will find 
a mate and then bring her to his condo home.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
planning commission for 
Kilmarnock will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, June 13, at Town Hall, 
1 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock. 

The commission will con-
tinue its discussion on whether 
or not it is necessary to make 
changes to the general commer-
cial zoning regulations to clar-
ify commercial and industrial 
allowed in the district. 

The agenda also will include 
a discussion on solar panels. 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will conduct public hear-
ings tonight, June 9, on a pro-
posed $34.2 million operating 
budget for fiscal year 2016-17, 
and related tax levies. The meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m. at the 
County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Projected operating rev-
enues total $34,222,883, includ-
ing a beginning fund balance 
of $4,709,026. Estimated 
expenditures by category total 
$30,792,012 and the estimated 
ending fund balance totals 
$3,430,871.

Supervisors are proposing 
to eliminate tax levies on boats 
under five tons and farm equip-
ment. Real estate rates would 
remain at $0.54 per $100 of 
assessed value and general per-
sonal property at $2.04 per $100 
of assessed value.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 14, at Lancaster Middle 
School, 191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Members will discuss school 
policies and a school lunch 
price increase. 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 
5 p.m. Thursday, June 9, at the 
County Courts Building, 220 
Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

Supervisors will conduct a 
public hearing at 7 p.m. on the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation’s six-year plan and 
2017 construction budget for 
secondary roads.

Supervisors also will hold 
a public hearing on a land 
use application from Mathew 
McShane for a small whole-
sale business for agriculture 
processing at 191 Bow Wood 
Drive in Heathsville. 

C L A R AV I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, June 13, at the NHS 
auditorium, 201 Academic 
Lane, Claraville. 

At 5 p.m., the board will 
hold a closed session on per-
sonnel placement, student and 
legal matters.

Agenda items will include the 
superintendent’s report on stu-
dent perceptions, CTE, Hanover 
Regional Governor’s School, 
NNTC Governor’s STEM Acad-
emy and policy updates.

Action will be taken on 
maintenance and fuel bids, 
VSBA policy services con-
tract, revised payroll time 
sheets and facility use.

The Agenda
Local Government News

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will hold 
public hearings Wednesday, 
June 15, on a proposed $36.7 
million budget for fiscal year 
2016-17, and a related $.05 
increase in the real estate tax 
rate. The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. at the Northumberland 
County Courts Building, 220 
Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

Projected revenues total 
$36,708,417, including a 
beginning fund balance of 
$5,145,748. 

Estimated expenditures by 
category total $31,480,004 and 
the estimated ending fund bal-
ance totals $5,228,413. 

Supervisors are proposing 
a real estate tax rate of $0.54 
cents per $100 of assessed 
value; a personal property 
tax rate of $3.60 at 40% of 
assessed value; machinery and 
tools tax of $3.60 at a 25% 
assessment ratio of original 
cost the first year, and $3.60 
at a 10% assessment ratio of 
original cost the second year; 
and merchants capital tax of 
$1 at a 50% assessed value of 
original cost. 

When raising baby animals, it is important to help 
them learn and adapt to their natural habitat. Above, 
Iris Treakle helps Yankee Doodle climb a tree. Photos by 
Madison White Franks 

Yankee Doodle 
comes to town

 Yankee Doodle

by Madison White Franks

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

IRVINGTON—The Steamboat Era Museum,156 King Carter 
Drive, Irvington, now offers a new benefit to its members. 

A membership at the $125 level or above will automatically 
enroll members in the Reciprocal Organization of Associated 
Museums (ROAM), a network that connects world-class muse-
ums for the benefit of museum members, said executive director 
Barbara Brecher. New museums are added monthly.

ROAM membership entitles members to free admission for 
two, as well as member discounts in stores and restaurants to a 
large and growing group of museums across the country, said 
Brecher. The Chrysler Museum of Art in Norfolk and the Vir-
ginia Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond are two of the many 
participants in this program.  

A complete list of participating museums is available at steam-
boateramuseum.org/membership. 

five years, all suspended, two 
years supervised probation, and 
ordered to pay $100 in restitu-
tion.

Calvin Jarrod Jackson of 
Lancaster is charged with five 
felonies of abduction, assault, 
burglary and child abuse and 
four misdemeanors of violating 
a protective order, destruction of 
property and assault. The case 
was continued to July 22, when 
it will be set with a substitute 
judge.

Travers Cary Eubank of White 
Stone pled guilty to an amended 
charge of misdemeanor attempt 
to commit larceny and was sen-
tenced to 24 months with all 
but six months suspended, two 
years supervised probation and 
ordered to pay $500 in restitu-
tion.

Tyrone Michael Waddy of 
Gloucester pled guilty to felony 
grand larceny. He was sen-
tenced to three years with two 
years one month suspended, one 
year supervised probation, and 
ordered to pay $1,059.89 in res-
titution.

Tevin Letron Ball of Farnham 
is charged with three felonies of 
rape, strangulation and bomb 
threat and misdemeanor assault 
and battery. The case was contin-
ued to June 24 when a trial will 
be set.

John Maurice Thomas of Lan-
caster is charged with felony 

grand larceny and misdemeanor 
trespassing. Trial is set for July 
22.

Brandon Jeron Curry of Callao 
pled guilty to an amended charge 
of misdemeanor assault and 
battery of a family member. A 
second charge of felony abduc-
tion by force was nolle prosequi. 
He was sentenced to 12 months 
with 40 days suspended.

Alexys Yvonne Carter of 
Kilmarnock is charged with 
felony malicious wounding. 
Trial is set for August 5.

Clinton Robert Chewning of 
Weems was arraigned on two 
felonies of manufacture of a 
controlled substance. Trial is set 
for July 8.

Marvel Alterick Rice of 
Kilmarnock is charged with two 
felonies of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance. Trial is set for 
August 19.

Lauren Ashley Mashaal 
was arraigned on seven felony 
charges of forgery, uttering, 
grand larceny, buying stolen 
goods and entering a structure to 
commit assault and battery. Trial 
is set for August 5.

Eric James Teel, co-defendent 
with Mashaal, was charged with 
three felonies of grand larceny, 
buying stolen goods and enter-
ing a house to commit assault 
and battery. Trial is set for 
August 5.

Museum membership
offers reciprocal benefit

WHITE STONE—Rappah-
annock Counties Community 
Foundation recently added 
$50,000 toward expanding the 
Kids First high quality early 
preschool for 3-year-olds to 
the Middlesex public schools.

"We have confidence that 
the remarkable success dem-
onstrated in Lancaster Pri-
mary School can be repeated 
in Middlesex Elementary.  
RCCF is very pleased to 
help,” said RCCF regional 
grant director Leslie Franklin.

Kids First provides 
$225,000 in seed money 
for each class over a three 
year period to establish the 
program within the public 
schools. Highly qualified 
teachers with full day, small 
classes of 12 have been 
proven to not only close the 
traditional school readiness 
gap for children from diffi-
cult circumstances, but pre-
pare those children to suc-
ceed throughout their school 

life and into adulthood.
"RCCF becomes one of 

more than 50 contributors to 
date for our Middlesex County 
program," said treasurer Lynn 
Langley. 

Kids First Foundation's 
objective is to reduce genera-
tional poverty in Lancaster, 
Mathews, Middlesex and 
Northumberland counties 
through boosting early child-
hood school readiness and 
improved nutrition.  

Contributions can be mailed 
to KFF, P.O. Box 1266, White 
Stone, VA 22578.

Foundation supports Kids 
First for Middlesex County

Newspapers bring learning to 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In my experience the happiest married 
couples are those where the individuals 

complement each other. The formula for suc-
cess rests upon the ability to merge interests 
in a non-competitive manner, whereby each 
party contributes to the overall euphoria that 
ultimately emerges. A case in point is my 
own marriage.

My Good Wife and I share many inter-
ests, but always in a contributory fashion, 
rather than a competitive one. Our Sunday 
afternoon and evening activities illustrate 
this point. After returning from church and 
having lunch, we begin perusing on the 
Sunday Washington Post. Once we have 
covered the obituaries and major headlines, 
in that order, we separate into our different 
interests.

I plunge into the puzzles in the Magazine 
and Arts sections. Fortuitously, my Good 
Wife does not care to partake in that arena, 
thereby leaving me to fill in the clues, and 
solve the crosswords on my own. I begin 
with the Second Glance, Randy Mays’ bril-
liant juxtapositioning of a detailed photo-
graph, blurring in 12 differences which the 
reader must find. It is a visual test worthy of 
any opthamologist’s test pattern. 

Randy divides his efforts into three cat-
egories: moderate, advanced and extreme. I 
often find the extreme versions to be easier 
than the simpler two, but then again I always 
have thrived on details. Three years ago the 
Post attempted to revamp the Magazine sec-
tion, in which effort the editors foolishly 
dropped the “Second Glance.” The outcry 
was of such magnitude that the powers above 
relented and the feature returned.

Dropping the Second Glance was the Post’s 
equivalent of Ford Motor Company’s pro-
duction of the Edsel, and Coca-Cola’s altera-
tion of the original formula. Fortunately for 
the readers, the hiatus was short-lived, and 
we were re-treated to the fun of working the 

Second Glance every Sunday. The return fea-
ture showed a picture of the Magazine editor 
collapsed and defeated at her desk. At least 
she took the refutation of her plan in good 
spirits.

Once the Second Glance is finished, I turn 
to the two crossword puzzles. Merl Reagle, 
the longtime puzzle writer, died last year and 
now he has been replaced with a new one, 
Evan Birnholz. Thirty years ago the Maga-
zine offered a weekly puzzle by a different 
contributor each week. I liked that format, 
as the reader was challenged by a new mind-
set each week, rather than becoming accus-
tomed to one person’s way of thinking. In 
those days one of the best puzzle editors 
was the late William Lutwiniak, a former 
national security intelligence analyst. 

When I complete the Magazine puzzle, I 
turn to the one in the Arts section. The pool of 
contributors there is large and the challenges 
frequently are significant, as each week the 
reader confronts a new way of thinking. I 
especially enjoy the work of Doug Peter-
son, who opens up fresh linguistic patterns 
with every puzzle. Several of the contribu-
tors lay out thematic presentations that force 
the puzzle worker into new ways of thinking. 

Sometimes the tasks are of such depth that I 
do not complete the solution until the follow-
ing evening.

Thus far, I have been speaking of my 
Sunday pursuits, but returning to the ini-
tial theme of the column, my Good Wife’s 
complement to my endeavors rests in the 
Sunday Sudoku found in the comics section. 
She is not a crossword person and I am not a 
Sudoku one, thus our interests complement, 
rather than conflict. We should be in diffi-
culty if she wanted to work my puzzles and I 
were determined to do her Sudoku. Instead, 
we work side-by-side in harmony with each 
other.

The late Isabel Gough, who capped her 
long-term Northern Neck journalistic career 
by publishing The Northern Neck Tide, a 
weekly newspaper out of Wicomico Church, 
said she told her friends never to give her a 
book of crosswords, as she knew she would 
stop everything to work through the entire 
book. My Good Wife and I share in that 
thinking. We restrict ourselves to the afore-
mentioned activities, and assiduously resist 
even looking at weekday puzzles or Sudo-
kus. In short, we have found that approach to 
be one key to a happy marriage.

Dropping the Second Glance 
was the Post’s equivalent 
of Ford Motor Company’s 
production of the Edsel, and 
Coca-Cola’s alteration of the 
original formula.

Focal Point

This rat snake recently joined us for lunch and dined on a large crow. He was so 
full that he barely moved when I got close enough to take his photo.

Photo by Katie Walker, Reedville 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

The recently released Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion 2016 Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Fig-
ures report includes important, updated findings 
for Virginia.

The report also indicates care contributors 
often sacrifice their own food, medical care and 
transportation needs to support loved ones with 
the disease.

 The report shows that these care contribu-
tors were 28% more likely to eat less or go 
hungry while contributing care to someone 
with Alzheimer’s, and one-fifth of them sacri-
ficed their own medical care by cutting back 
on doctor visits. Overall, nearly half of care 
contributors cut back on their own expenses 
to afford dementia-related care for their family 
member or friend.

“This year’s Facts and Figures report shows that 
very few people are prepared for the cost of caring 
for someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia,” said 
Jeff Baldwin, marketing and communications 
director for the Alzheim-
er’s Association Greater 
Richmond Chapter.

“Every single day, 
there are families across 
the Commonwealth that are making enormous 
personal and financial sacrifices and jeopardiz-
ing their financial security, as well as their access 
to basic needs and health care,” said Baldwin.

It is estimated that 5.4 million Americans 
have Alzheimer’s disease, and nearly 16 mil-
lion family members and friends are caregivers 
providing financial, physical and emotional sup-
port. Financial depletion related to the support 
of someone living with Alzheimer’s can occur 
directly when family and friends contribute to 
in-home care or other health care resources.

The Alzheimer’s Association Facts and Fig-
ures report found that 13% of care contributors 
sold personal belongings, such as a car, to help 
pay for costs related to dementia, while nearly 
half tapped into savings or retirement funds. On 
average, care contributors, many of whom do 
not live with the person they’re caring for, spent 
more than $5,000 a year of their own money 
to care for someone with Alzheimer’s disease; 
however, amounts varied with many spending 
tens of thousands of dollars per year.

The financial burden of dementia is com-
pounded for many care contributors, as more 
than one-third reported having to reduce their 
hours at work or quit their job entirely while 
caring for someone with Alzheimer’s, leading 
to an average loss of income of around $15,000 
compared to the previous year. 

The report shows 11% of care contributors 
have cut back on spending for their children’s 
education in order to provide support.

According to the data, about two out of three 
people incorrectly believe that Medicare will 
help them cover nursing home costs, or they are 
not sure whether the costs will be covered. Only 
3% of adults in the U.S. carry long-term care 
insurance that might help them cover these costs.
Develop a strategy

To help care contributors financially plan for 
the future, the Alzheimer’s Association suggests 
the following:

think about how to prepare for the need for 
long-term medical care.

resources. A financial planner or elder care 
attorney can help with this.

what types of insurance they accept and if 
they accept Medicaid as few individuals with 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias have sufficient 
long-term care insurance or can afford to pay 
out-of-pocket for long-term care services for as 
long as they are needed.

community services and support programs are 
available.

friend for how to access care.
To increase assistance for families affected by 

Alzheimer’s, the Alzheimer’s Association also 
supports the HOPE for Alzheimer’s Act, which 
would provide Medicare coverage for compre-
hensive care planning services following an 
Alzheimer’s or dementia diagnosis. Individuals 
can ask their legislator to co-sponsor and sup-
port the HOPE for Alzheimer’s Act.
By the numbers

The report provides an in-depth look at the 
prevalence, incidence, mortality and economic 
impact of Alzheimer’s disease and other demen-
tias—all of which continue to rise at staggering 
rates as the American population ages.

According to the results:

Alzheimer’s disease in 2016, including 140,000 
in Virginia. This includes an estimated 5.2 mil-
lion people age 65 and older, and approximately 

200,000 individuals 
under age 65 who have 
younger-onset Alzheim-
er’s. Barring the devel-
opment of medical 

breakthroughs, the number will rise to 13.8 mil-
lion by 2050.

develops Alzheimer’s. By mid-century, some-
one in the U.S. will develop the disease every 
33 seconds.

a million—age 65 or older will develop Alzheim-
er’s in the U.S. in 2016. Two-thirds of Americans 
over age 65 with Alzheimer’s are women.

cause of death in the U.S., and the fifth-leading 
cause of death for those age 65 and older. In Vir-
ginia, 1,642 individuals died with Alzheimer’s 
in 2013.

-

other major diseases, such as heart disease, 
breast cancer and HIV, decreased.

Associated costs
Alzheimer’s is the costliest disease to society.  

According to the results:

Alzheimer’s and other dementias is estimated at 
$236 billion, excluding unpaid caregiving, of 
which $160 billion is the cost to Medicare and 
Medicaid alone.

other unpaid caregivers of people with Alzheim-
er’s disease and other dementias provided an 
estimated 18.1 billion hours of unpaid care, a 
contribution to the nation valued at $221.3 bil-
lion, with care valued at $12.25 per hour.

Virginia providing 519,000,000 hours of unpaid 
care valued at $268 million.

care and hospice for people with Alzheimer’s 
and other dementias are projected to increase to 
more than $1 trillion in 2050 from $236 billion 
in 2016.

-
uals exceeds the toll on Medicaid. Total Medic-
aid spending for people with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease is $43 billion, while out-of-pocket spend-
ing is estimated at $46 billion, or 19%, of total 
care payments for those with Alzheimer’s and 
other dementias.

The full text of the Alzheimer’s Association 
2016 Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures 
report can be viewed at alzheimersanddemen-
tia.com. The report also appeared in the April 
2016 issue of Alzheimer’s & Dementia: The 
Journal of the Alzheimer’s Association (volume 
12, issue 4).

To learn more about the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion Greater Richmond Chapter, which serves 
the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula area, 
visit alz.org/grva.

June is Alzheimer’s & 
Brain Awareness Month

Alzheimer’s Association 
releases annual report

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

could have still been celebrating my high school 
graduation a week or two earlier. I could have 
been on assignment for the Southside Sentinel, 
or booting the ball around the pitch in a Tidewa-
ter Summer Soccer League match.

I’m embarassaed to say, I missed the big news 
event of the day. Country music fans and patri-
ots know what I’m talking about.

On the 200th anniversary of the congressional 
resolution authorizing the stars and stripes as 
the nation’s flag, Johnny Cash recited his poem, 
“Ragged Old Flag” from the floor of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. According to the 
Congressional Record, the ceremony  concluded 
with a presentation of a flag flown over the Capi-
tol to Cash and patriotic songs by the U.S. Army 
Band and the All-City Chorus, an ensemble of 
Boston public school students.

Make Johnny proud, make “Ragged Old Flag” 
a part of your Flag Day celebration on Tuesday.

Ragged Old Flag
I walked through a county courthouse square
On a park bench, an old man was sitting there.
I said, “Your old court house is kinda run down, 
He said, “Naw, it’ll do for our little town.” 
I said, “Your old flag pole is leaned a little bit, 
And that’s a Ragged Old Flag you got hanging 

on it.”
He said, “Have a seat,” and I sat down. 
“Is this the first time you’ve been to our little 

town?”
I said, “I think it is.”He said “I don’t like to 

brag,
But we’re kinda proud of that Ragged Old 

Flag.”

“You see, we got a little hole in that flag there,
When Washington took it across the Delaware.
And It got powder burned the night Francis 

Scott Key

Sat watching it, writing ‘Say Can You See.’
It got a rip in New Orleans,
With Packingham and Jackson tugging at its 

seams.
And It almost fell at the Alamo, 
Beside the Texas flag, but she waved on though.
She got cut with a sword at Chancellorsville,
And she got cut again at Shiloh Hill.
There was Robert E. Lee and Beauregard and 

Bragg,
And the south wind blew hard on that Ragged 

Old Flag.”

“On Flanders Field in World War I,
She got a big hole from a Bertha Gun,
She turned blood red in World War II,
She hung limp, and low, a time or two,
She was in Korea, Vietnam,
She went where she was sent by her Uncle 

Sam.
She waved from our ships upon the briny foam,
And now they’ve about quit waving back here 

at home.
In her own good land here she’s been abused,
She’s been burned, dishonored, denied and 

refused,
And the government for which she stands,
Has been scandalized throughout the land.
And she’s getting thread bare, and she’s wear-

ing thin,
But she’s in good shape, for the shape she’s in.
Cause she’s been through the fire before,
And I believe she can take a whole lot more.”

“So we raise her up every morning,
And we bring her down slow every night.
We don’t let her touch the ground,
And we fold her up right.
On second thought I do like to brag,
Cause I’m mighty proud of that Ragged Old 

Flag.”
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When Michael Nickerson, D.D.S. needed a double 
hip replacement, all the stars aligned. And Riverside 

orthopedic surgeon Tyler Wind, M.D., helped him get back to his 

dental practice with an improved quality of life and no pain. Find 

out about the right surgeon-right technique-right time combination 

that made him glad he got the procedure when he did. 

Read Dr. Nickerson’s story at 
riversideonline.com/jointstories.
Read
riverriver

If you’re living with joint pain 

call Northern Neck Bone & 
Joint Center at 804-443-8670 
today for a consultation.

My hips 
needed 

replacing and  
I couldn’t  

have picked a 
better time.

 Tyler Wind, M.D.

From left are Barry DuVal, Del. Margaret Ransone and 

Commerce.

The Northumberland County 
Democratic Party will meet 
Thursday, June 16, at the Nor-
thumberland Public Library, 

-
way, Heathsville. The meeting 

The guest speaker will be 
Matt Rowe, Democratic can-
didate for the First District 
Congressional seat.

“We will have our usual 
pre-meeting snack time for 
those of you willing to bring 
and share a bite to eat at 6:30 
p.m.,” said chairman Frank 
Kober.

Do you remember?
This 1962 photo shows the Standard Motors Chrysler, 
Plymouth dealer in downtown Kilmarnock. The building 
is now home to Specials Wine Sellers, said Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you 
remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum.

(Reprints from the June 8, 1906, issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Irvington
H. B. Boughton is in Orange county on business.
Miss Bessie Pritchard, of Rehoboth Church, is visiting Miss 

Lillie Sanders this week.
Mrs. E. T. George and Miss Edith George left last week to 

visit relatives in Stafford.
Mrs. A. C. Powell, of upper Middlesex, was in attendance 

upon the Academy finals this week.
Miss Agnes Hazzard, of Iberis, is spending this week with her 

cousin, Mrs. Henry Damerol.
Mrs. Alice Loane and Miss Edith Sickle, of Baltimore, are 

visiting at the home of L. H. Bryant.
J. W. Pitman, near here, killed a chicken-hawk one day last 

week measuring 6 feet from tip to tip.
Miss Alma M. Brent and Fred D. Brent, of Heathsville, were 

visitors in the editor’s family this week.
Miss Pearl Dix returned home Monday from Molusk, accom-

panied by Miss Jennie Ball, of upper Lancaster.
R. B. Broun and sister, Miss Bettie Broun, of Brouns Store, 

spent Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday at the home of Dr. 
Newbill.

Kilmarnock
Miss Agnes Palmer returned Monday night from Farmville, 

where she has been attending school the past session.
Chas. C. Chase is in Norfolk this week.
Miss Chrystobel Yerby, who left recently via Fredericksburg, 

is on a visit to her aunt, Mrs. (Dr.) J. B. Simmonds, in Rich-
mond.

Millenbeck
J. R. Stevens has gone to Baltimore, where he expects to 

secure employment.
Mrs. Lizzie Stoneham, of Molusk, was the guest of Mrs. R. 

E. Norris, Sr., one evening last week.
T. O. Norris, of Richmond, and R. E. Norris, Jr., of Hampton, 

are visiting at their parental home this week.
Miss C. C. George has returned to her home at Bertrand after 

several weeks stay with friends at Lancaster.
Miss Grace Farmer, of Norfolk, is at this writing visiting at 

the home of the Misses Stoneham, at Molusk.

Boer
Mrs. James K. Ball is slightly indisposed this week.
Miss Jennie Ball has returned from a visit to Baltimore.
R. W. Haynie has purchased  a colt from James K. Ball.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, a volunteer for the Mary 

Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

The writer of “Words matter” 
offered two long overdue mes-
sages to all who read it. We 
should communicate with one 
another in a civil and respectful 
manner, and we should make 
an effort to learn about those 
who are different from us.

The quality of our indi-
vidual lives and our shared 
lives in this community and 
our nation would be signifi-
cantly improved if each of us 
made a genuine effort to learn 
about one another’s differences 
before forming an opinion, and 
if each of us communicated 
with one another in a gracious 
manner. 

 David Charlton,
White Stone

Get the message

At the beginning of April 
2016, Del. Ransone, Del. 
Hodges and Sen. McDougle 
sent a letter to Secretary 
of Transportation Aubrey 
Layne requesting that the 
antiquated Norris Bridge be 
replaced and funded through 
House Bill 2.

Secretary of Transportation 
Layne neither turned down the 
request, nor did he approve the 
request for funding. Instead he 
said: “Because of the signifi-
cant cost to replace or reha-
bilitate the Norris Bridge it 
would require for the Norris 
Bridge to be submitted for 

Application for
bridge funding
is expected

especially during the public 
commentary period in April 

Susan Lovelady,
White Stone

House Bill 2 (HB2) funding.”
 HB2 funding begins as an 

application process submitted 
by a locality or regional plan-
ning authority. The applica-
tion submittal is the beginning 
of a yearlong process to pri-
oritize funding for transporta-
tion projects from all over the 
state. 

In July through August, the 
application is completed by 
the planning authority through 
coordination with VDOT. In 
late September the applica-
tion is submitted for evalua-
tion by VDOT. It is eventually 
passed on for consideration 
by the Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board (CTB). If the 
funding application makes 
the project prioritization list 
it is incorporated into a draft 
Six-Year improvement plan 
(SYIP) by VDOT. During 
April and May public hearings 
are held. There is also a public 
comment period during this 
time. In June, the CTB adopts 
the final (SYIP).  

 I have been correspond-
ing with Sen. McDougle’s 
office. This week I learned 
from them that the HB2 fund-
ing application process has 
been approved. An applica-
tion for the project ‘Replace 
the Robert O. Norris Bridge’ 
will likely be submitted. More 
information can be found at 
replacerobertonorrisbridge.
org which will be a public 
resource during the funding 
process.

The yearlong process will 
need everyone’s support and 

What does one do when one is 
talking to a friend in any setting 
(restaurant, home, playing mah-
jong, car) and the friend’s phone 
rings some obnoxious ring and she 
answers…often right in mid-con-
versation?

Offended in the Northern Neck

Dear Offended,
Have you tried growling menacingly? 

It’s a memorable, though maybe not exactly 
polite, response to being trapped…which 
surely you are in that instance. I tried to 
think of something in defense of those who 
make us feel like the equivalent of yester-
day’s news when they snub us in that way, 
but I am hard pressed to understand their 
insensitivity. I can only think that habit 

becomes the culprit after a while.
Let’s look at the simple rules of cell phone 

etiquette in the hope that it is education, not 
sensitivity, that is lacking. Here we go:

mode when in a restaurant, church, theatre, 
social gathering or other place where its ring 
would interrupt activity.  

you’re already engaged in a face-to-face 
conversation. If you feel you must take a 
call, ask permission of the people you are 
with.

expecting an important call or text, let them 
know the situation and put your phone on 
vibrate or the lowest sound possible.

do not talk within 10 feet of others. That 

means that if you receive a call you wish to 
take while you are in the company of others, 
you distance yourself so that your conversa-
tion will not interrupt others’ activity.

don’t share personal information on the 
phone unless you are certain no one around 
can hear. 

And, Dear Offended, take your friend 
aside and let her know her phone is causing 
concern. If she is indeed a friend, she will 
want to know. Wouldn’t you?

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because 
You Are Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions to her and 
she will respond as time and space allow. 
You may contact her at youarepolite1@
verizon.net and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Virginia Chamber of Commerce 
recognizes Del. Margaret Ransone

The Virginia Chamber of 
Commerce recognized Del. 
Margaret Ransone with the 
Champion of Regulatory 
Reform award for the second 
year in a row, for her pro-
business leadership during the 
2016 General Assembly Ses-
sion.

The award was presented 

92nd annual dinner along 
with the release of the Cham-
ber’s annual legislative report 
card. The full report card with 
detailed descriptions of the 
grades and awards is available 
at vachamber.com.

“Virginia businesses need a 
fair and predictable regulatory 
framework to succeed and 
reach their growth potential,” 
said Barry DuVal, president 
and chief executive officer 
of the Virginia Chamber of 
Commerce. “Our business cli-
mate benefits when we apply 

a transparent and accountable 
process in developing new 
regulations and reviewing the 
effectiveness of existing ones.

“Del. Margaret Ransone 
once again led on this issue, 
fighting for legislation that 
would shine a light on the full 

business impact of proposed 
regulations. We applaud Del-
egate Ransone for her contin-
ued leadership in protecting 
Virginia businesses and their 
employees from future harm-
ful regulations,” said DuVal.

 In addition to the Cham-
pion of Regulatory Reform 
award, the Virginia Cham-
ber also recognized Del. 
Ransone as a Distinguished 
Advocate for Virginia Busi-
ness for her A+ voting record 
in the 2016 General Assem-
bly session and her lifetime 
voting record of A.

 Joining Del. Ransone at 
the dinner were B.H.B. Hub-
bard III, the recent winner 
of the 2015 Lancaster by the 
Bay Business Person of the 
Year Award, Anita Cooke and 
Terri Hubbard, all of whom 
are members of the Lancaster 
by the Bay Chamber of Com-
merce.

Because You Are Polite . . . Let’s Talk Manners
by Ginger Philbrick 

Democrats to 
meet June 16

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.
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HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened Thursday, May 
26, and the following cases 
were heard by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III. 

Arraignments 
James C. Andrews of Heaths-

ville was arraigned on two felo-
nies of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance. Trial is set for 
November 15.

Wayne C. Arthur Jr. of Farn-
ham could not be served on two 
felonies of a probation viola-
tion. The case is continued to 
July 26. 

Harvey Blackwell of Heaths-
ville was arraigned on two 
felony counts of manufacturing 
a controlled substance. Trial is 
set for November 3. 

Tyrell O. Brown of Hague 
could not be served on a mis-
demeanor charge of probation 
violation. The case is continued 
to July 26. 

Dimitri J. Carey of Hague 
was arraigned on a misde-
meanor charge of selling and 
distributing marijuana. Trial is 
set for August 9. 

Christine Cirino of Haynes-
ville was arraigned on two felo-
nies of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance. Trial is set for 
November 3. 

Brian D. Combs of Warsaw 
was arraigned on a felony 
charge of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance. Trial is set for 
November 15. 

William Feldmann of 
Haynesville was arraigned on 
two felonies of manufacturing 
a controlled substance and sell-
ing, distributing, of an imitation 
of a controlled substance. Trial 
is set for November 15. 

William Gross of Heaths-
ville was arraigned on a misde-
meanor charge of a contempt of 
failing to appear in court and a 
felony charge of selling or dis-
tributing drugs. Trial is set for 
November 3. 

John Jefferson of Callao was 
arraigned on two felony charges 
of manufacturing a controlled 
substance. Trial is set for 
November 6. 

John P. Jones of Weems was 
arraigned on a felony charge of 
selling and distributing mari-
juana. The case is continued to 
June 28. 

Kirk L. Lampkin of Burgess 
was arraigned on a misde-
meanor charge of a probation 
violation. Trial is set for July 26. 

Carlos A. Liverpool of Bur-
gess could not be served on a 
felony charge of grand larceny. 
The case is continued to July 
26. 

Henry L. Muse of Reed-
ville was arraigned on a felony 
charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance. Trial is set for 
October 13. 

Nathan Muse of Lottsburg 
was arraigned on a felony 
charge of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance. Trial is set for 
November 3. 

John C. Stevenson of Hague 
was arraigned on misdemeanor 
charges of one count of distrib-
uting drugs and two counts of 
selling, giving, or distributing 
drugs. Trial is set for June 28. 

HEATHSVILLE—If folks 
noticed ladies in mucking 
boots walking around cem-
eteries since last Novem-
ber, there was no reason to 
be alarmed.  About a dozen 
members of the Lancaster 
County Chapter 1406, United 
Daughters of the Confederacy 
(UDC), took on a project last 
fall to locate graves of those 
who served the Confederacy 
buried in Northumberland 
County. 

Calling themselves the 
“Grave Gals,”  their goal was 
to ensure that all Confederates 
buried in the county get regis-
tered onto the UDC’s national 
database, reported Confeder-
ate graves and historic sites 
committee chairman Susan 
Hudson. To register the grave, 
specific information must be 
recorded, submitted and veri-
fied to standards established 
by the UDC.  This includes 
information such as proof 
of service, information off 
the headstone or marker and 
location of the grave.

They had an excellent start-
ing point by using books 

UDC chapter locates Confederate graves in Northumberland County

From left, Carole Fletcher and Laura Hazel document the 
headstone of Thomas J. Morrison in Roseland Cemetery.

which documented burials in 
church cemeteries; Ties To 
Remember: A Study of Two 
Communities by Robert N. 
McKenney, which documents 
burials in Roseland Cem-
etery; and Rock of Ages by 
Prosser Crowther Jr., which 
documents private family 
grave yards.

Even with this type of 
research already assembled, 
it still took hours compar-
ing lists, looking at other 
sources at the Northumber-
land County Historical Soci-
ety, and talking to historians 
in order to generate a compre-
hensive list of which churches 
to visit and where they might 
locate known Confederate 
graves, she said.

Collectively, the Grave 
Gals have visited 15 church 
cemeteries across the county 
as well as Roseland Cemetery 
just outside Reedville. Once 
at the cemeteries, the team 
quickly realized all that 
served may not have been 
properly identified as Confed-
erate veterans in the reference 
documents. So, to play it safe, 

digital photos were taken not 
only of all the Confeder-
ate markers they knew were 
there, but additionally they 
snapped photos of headstones 
or markers with the dates that 
suggested the man was of age 
to enlist or be conscripted into 
service. Then, using the pho-
tographs as a starting point 
and accessing records at the 
historical society, research 
libraries in Richmond and 
other online resources, the 
Grave Gals identified about 
another 80 men that served 
but were not documented as 
veterans in any of the local 
resource books they used to 
start the process. 

For the private family grave 
yards, they exclusively used 
Rock of Ages and working 
with the book’s compiler, 
Dr. Hilary Derby, are satis-
fied that enough information 
is there to complete the filing 
of the forms without actually 
visiting the individual grave 
yards. 

To date, the effort has 
generated a list of over 200 
Confederates buried in the 

county. Most served in vari-
ous regiments including the 
37th Virginia Militia, the 
40th Virginia Infantry, the 9th 
and 15th Virginia Cavalry.  In 
addition to locating and veri-
fying this information for the 
UDC, the Grave Gals also 
see the value of this effort in 
order to help preserve local 
family history and realize the 
work will continue to evolve 
as more discoveries are made 
and hope inputs from the 
community will continue to 
be added.  

“A perfect time to check 
this out is right around the 
corner,” added president Jo 
Ann Fickling.

The chapter will be a part 
of a living history encamp-
ment from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Heathsville Farmers Market. 
Fickling invites residents to 
drop by and view the lists of 
Confederate veteran graves 
documented to date and learn 
about other projects the chap-
ter is doing in the county and 
use this time to share any 
family stories, photos or his-
tories with Grave Gals. 

specific to Northumberland 
County, said Hudson. These 
resources included The Shep-

herd’s Fold complied by the 
Genealogical Society of the 
Northern Neck of Virginia, 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Madison White Franks nolle prosequi and were dis-

missed.  
The trial of William Laro-

chelle of Heathsville, charged 
with 19 felonies including two 
counts of gross wanton reck-
less child care, four counts of 
manufacturing a controlled 
substance, nine counts of child 
abuse, two counts of selling or 
providing drugs, one count of 
stolen property with intent to 
sell, and one count of obtaining 
money under false pretenses, 
was continued to July 26. 

The trial of Dylan A. Mahan 
of Callao, charged with a felony 
offense of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance, was contin-
ued to August 9. 

The case of Robert Sutton of 
Columbia, Md., charged with 
speeding, going 50 in a 35 zone, 
was dismissed. 

Richard Turpin of Heaths-
ville, charged with speeding, 
going 44 in a 25 zone, was 
found guilty and the case is 
under advisement until Novem-
ber 15. 

Leroy Turner Jr. of Heaths-
ville, charged with the sale and 
distribution of marijuana, was 
found guilty and sentenced to 
12 months with 12 months sus-
pended. 

The trial of Robert L. Veney 
of Heathsville, charged with a 
felony offense of manufactur-
ing a controlled substance and 

a misdemeanor offense of dis-
tributing drugs, was continued 
to October 25. 

Katie L. Wilson of Callao, 
charged with a misdemeanor 
offense of an antique tag vio-
lation, was found guilty and 
judgement was entered with 
fines and costs.

In the case of Robert P. 
Davis of Heathsville, charged 
with three felony offenses of 
distributing marijuana, selling 
or distributing marijuana, and 
a possession of a controlled 
substance, driving restrictions 
were determined by the court 
and Davis’s license was surren-
dered and will be held by the 
court.
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Rajuana Walton of Heaths-
ville was arraigned on three 
misdemeanor charges of a pro-
bation violation. The case is 
continued to July 26. 

Rodney Withers of Farnham 
was arraigned on two felony 
charges of manufacturing a 
controlled substance. Trial is set 
for November 3. 
Other Cases 

The case of George Ball of 
Lancaster, charged with a mis-
demeanor of first offense driv-
ing while intoxicated,was set 
for trial August 25. 

The case of Jeremy Blackwell 
of Heathsville, charged with 
three felonies of manufacturing 
a controlled substance and one 
felony charge of selling, distrib-
uting, or imitating a drug, was 
set for trial July 26. 

The case of Dale L. Bromley 
of Kilmarnock, charged with 
three felonies including dis-
tributing a substance and two 
counts of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance, as well as a 
misdemeanor offense of failing 
to appear in court, was set for 
mental examination July 26. 

The case of Jermaine Brooks 
of Lottsburg, charged with a 
felony of distributing/posses-
sion with intent with marijuana, 
was set for trial August 9. 

Emily Clay-Gaines of White 
Stone, charged with five felo-
nies including two counts of 
manufacturing a controlled 
substance, two counts of sell-
ing or distributing drugs, and 
one failure to appear in court, 
also was charged with a mis-
demeanor offense of violating 
a pre-trial condition. Trial is set 
for October 25.

The case of Earl Hutchinson 
of Callao, charged with two 
felonies of manufacturing a 
controlled substance, was set 
for trial October 13. 

The case of Virginia Jett of 
Burgess, charged with a felony 
of manufacturing a controlled 
substance, was set for trial 
August 9. 

The case of Joseph Seldon Jr. 
of Heathsville, charged with a 
felony of manufacturing a con-
trolled substance, was set for 
trial October 13.  

The case of Alicia G. Ash-
burn of Callao, charged with 
two felonies of child abuse and 
manufacturing a controlled 
substance, was granted bond. 
Trial is set for August 9. 

The case of James C. Wil-
liams of Warsaw, charged with 
a felony of manufacturing a 
controlled substance, was dis-
missed. 

The case of Paul Riviello 
Jr. of Lottsburg, charged with 
a misdemeanor of disorderly 
conduct, was granted a release 
of unsupervised probation. 
Trials 

The case of Stanford Brom-
ley of Heathsville, charged with 
eight felonies of first degree 
murder, violent felon posses-
sion of a weapon, three counts 
of use of a firearm first offense, 
malicious assault where victim 
was injured, and two counts of 
malicious wounding, was con-
tinued to June 28. 

The case of Trevor Carter of 
Kilmarnock, charged with two 
felonies of manufacturing a 
controlled substance, was con-
tinued to October 13. 

In the case of Samuel 
L. Johnson of Heathsville, 
charged with a felony offense 
of intercourse with a victim 
under the age of 14, the court 
amended the charge to child 
abuse with serious injury. John-
son was found guilty and given 
a 10-year sentence with 8 years 
6 months suspended. 

In the case of Amanda Laro-
chelle of Heathsville, charged 
with two counts of gross wanton 
reckless child care, one count 
of manufacturing a controlled 
substance, three counts of sell-
ing or providing drugs, five 
counts of child abuse, one count 
of obtaining money under false 
pretenses, one count of stolen 
property with intent to sell, 
and two counts of a pre-trial 
violation, the court amended 
the reckless child care charge 
to contributing to delinquency 
of a minor and Larochelle pled 
guilty. She also pled guilty to 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance. She was sentenced to 
supervised probation. The rest 
of her charges were considered 
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