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Hometown Heroes
banner display opens

Charles E. Dixon Jr. of Alfonso displays a Hometown Heroes banner 
depicting his father, who served in the U.S. Army. The banner is 
among 112 that will hang in Kilmarnock’s Steptoe’s District through 

last Saturday. A story booklet serving as a walking tour guide is 
available at the Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. Dixon 
also served in the U.S. Army. For area Memorial Day observances 
see the Upcoming Calendar on page B2 and related items on page 
B9. Photo by Madison White Franks

LANCASTER—Although county 
spending will be up some $1.44 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2016-17, Lancaster 
supervisors are not anticipating an 
increase in real estate or personal prop-
erty tax levies. 

During a budget work session last 
week, supervisors also proposed 
expanding the elimination of the boat 
tax to include all recreational and 
work boats, for a loss of $306,000 in 
revenue. Additionally, they propose to 
eliminate the tax on farm equipment at 
a further loss of some $19,000 in rev-
enue.

During the May 19 work session, 
supervisors introduced a proposed 
budget with projected revenues total-
ing $29,475,088 and estimated expen-
ditures totaling $30,755,868, for a 
shortfall of $1,280,780, which will be 
covered by the county reserve funds.

On June 30, 2016, the reserve fund, 
also known as the unassigned fund bal-
ance or savings account, is expected to 
be $4,709,026, down $584,741. After 
covering the anticipated shortfall in 
fiscal year 2017, the fund is expected 
to drop to $3,428,247.

In the past, supervisors have been 
advised by county administrator Frank 
Pleva that “in order to maintain a 
good financial rating the fund balance 
should be 10 to 15% of revenue.”

“I’m not worried about the fund 

balance,” District 3 supervisor Jason 
Bellows said after the meeting. “We 
always have money at the end of the 
year that goes back into the reserve.”

The working budget figures for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1 include 
projected revenue of $15,820,800 
from property taxes, $5,120,688 from 
school operating revenue, $4,184,034 
from state funds, $2,920,600 from 
other local funds, $745,044 from fed-
eral funds, $558,180 from school caf-
eteria funds and $125,742 from the 
school textbook account.

Estimated expenditures include 
$15,912,042 for school opera-
tions, $5,042,565 for public safety, 
$2,981,186 for health and wel-
fare, $1,922,178 for debt service, 
$1,568,935 for general government, 
$1,200,402 for public works, $706,201 
for courts, $563,815 for school cafete-
rias, $488,582 for community devel-
opment, $192,595 for recreation and 
cultural activities, $125,742 for the 
school textbook account, $37,925 for 
non-department spending and $13,700 
for non-public education. 

Public hearings on the proposed 
budget and tax levy are set for 7 p.m. 
June 9 at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster.

Meanwhile, the county is advertis-
ing  its intent to set the tax levy on 
all boats at $0.00 and to exempt farm 
equipment and animals from taxation.

LANCASTER—Nearly three 
decades after the unsolved rape and 
murder of a Lancaster woman, Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie last week announced 
the arrest of a Middlesex County man 
in the 1988 case.

Henry Hall, 50, of Topping was 
arrested in Deltaville May 17 by Lan-
caster sheriff’s detectives, assisted by 
the Middlesex Sheriff’s Department. 

Lancaster Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jan Smith arraigned Hall the fol-
lowing morning in Lancaster County 
General District Court on a charge of 
raping Virginia Mae Hall, 68, in her 
home on Blackstump Road in Weems. 
Additional charges including murder 
are pending a multi-jurisdictional 
grand jury hearing, said Smith.

The defendant is not related to the 
victim.  

The “cold” case broke after chief 
detective Tim Self was able to link 
Hall to the crime through new forensic 
technology.

According to Self, he reopened the 
case in 2006 at the request of then Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett who believed new 
technology could help them solve the 
case.  

“I reviewed the files for five or six 
months, reading and rereading them,” 
said Self. He contacted Northum-
berland County Sheriff James “Doc” 
Lyons, who was a special agent with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) at the 
time, handling major crimes. “We met 
in Richmond and pulled the old evi-
dence,” he said.

At a recent conference on forensic 
analysis, Self learned about advances 
in DNA testing for cold cases that were 
family specific and could limit the 
search to just a few people. He intro-
duced the case and obtained the assis-
tance of a VSP cold case task force 
with the assistance of special agent 
Angie Witt.

“This is one of Lancaster’s oldest 
cold cases. I’m proud of the work these 
guys have done,” said Sheriff McCra-
nie, complimenting Self and detective 

The Rev. Dr. Thomas “Tom” 
Coye, recently retired pastor of 

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock, has been recognized by 
the Northern Neck Rotary Club with 
its Community Service Award for 
2016.

 The award is given annually to 
members who best exemplify the 
Rotary Motto “Service above Self.” 
While it might be said that “that’s 
what pastors do,” Rev. Coye has 
taken upon himself community ser-
vice initiatives above what might be 
expected of a local pastor.

“I came here for a job. And that is 
a bit unusual as most people come 
here to retire—or must leave to find a 
job,” said Rev. Coye. 

He became involved with St. 
Andrews of Kilmarnock, while shep-
herding St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Sanford, N.C., before it 
was officially chartered as a church.

“They had 62 charter members and 
a plot of land so I was intrigued by 
the opportunity to build something 
new, a building, congregation, and 
ministry here,” he said.

Rev. Coye is perhaps known in 
the community for his leadership in 

Middlesex County man is charged
with rape in 28-year-old ‘cold’ case

Henry HallVirginia Mae Hall

by Audrey Thomasson

Steve Sorensen.
“This past week has been a very 

emotional week for my family,” said 
Debbie Downs. “Many tears have been 
shed. Tears of happiness that finally 
my grandmother, Virginia Hall, is get-
ting the justice she deserves, and tears 
of sadness because it brings back the 
memories and the emotions that we 
went through 28 years ago when we 
received the awful news.

“We would like to thank the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Department 
for never giving up on my grandmoth-
er’s case. Their dedication, hard work, 
and determination in solving this case 
will help bring closure to me and my 
family. We will be forever grateful.” 

A preliminary hearing on the charges 
against Henry Hall is scheduled for 11 
a.m. August 10. A mental evaluation 
was ordered to be completed by July 
27.  

The defendant is being held in Lan-
caster County Jail. He was assigned a 
court-appointed attorney.
1988 case coverage 

According to 1988 reports in the 
Rappahannock Record, sheriff’s depu-
ties were called to Virginia Hall’s home 
around 6 p.m. April 12. Deputies were 
familiar with the widow because she 

had called the sheriff’s office several 
times in the months before her death to 
report a possible prowler in the neigh-
borhood.

A friend had visited the home that 
evening after Virginia Hall failed to 
report for a volunteer job or answer her 
phone. The front door was unlocked, 
so the friend entered and found the 
victim’s naked body on the floor of 
her bedroom. She had been beaten and 
stabbed in the chest. Her dog, Sparky, 
was found closed in a bathroom.   

Police suspected the death had 
occurred the evening of April 11 
because they found a casserole still in 
the oven. Lancaster investigators ini-
tially suspected robbery as a motive, 
but later ruled it out because nothing 
was missing. Two people were listed as 
persons of interest but the investigation 
yielded nothing on them.

Within weeks after the murder of Vir-
ginia Hall, Sheriff Crockett launched 
the “Keep Safe” program as a service 
to the county’s seniors who live alone. 
Every morning, a dispatcher phones 
the home at a pre-determined time. 
If there is no answer within a certain 
timeframe, a deputy is dispatched to 
the house to check on them. The pro-
gram continues today.

by Audrey Thomasson Rev. Coye selected for Rotary’s
2016 Community Service Award

The Rev. Dr. Tom Coye

developing the organization Linking 
Hope and Help Inc., best known as 
“The Link.” This organization grew 
out of a chronic need in this area, he 
explained.

 In the beginning, people in finan-
cial crisis would have to approach 
organizations and churches individu-
ally. This also meant that the organi-

zations must interview, vet, and make 
decisions individually. The process 
led to much waste in time and effort 
for both the client and the organiza-
tion. Some clients also were found to 
be “making-the-rounds” to churches 
and charities on a regular basis 
and services were being duplicated 
unknown to the organizations.

Early in the new millennium a 
Church Resource Services Organiza-
tion began interviewing people for 
help and calling churches to see if 
they could help. This took the screen-
ing burden off the churches, said 
Rev. Coye.  After a couple of years, 
funding dried up for the organization 
and the organization folded. He saw 
the benefit of this system and sought 
ways to institutionalize the concept 
for the benefit of all.

In 2011, The Link was incorpo-
rated as a tax exempt organization 
to fill the void.  A significant part of 
the funding comes from the North-
ern Neck Interfaith Service Council, 
churches, local businesses, civic 
clubs and individuals. A significant 
boost to the establishment of the 

Budget talk leans
toward eliminating
taxes on boats and
farm equipment

Rev. Coye, continued on page A2
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organization came when the 
duPont Fund awarded a three-
year grant of $20,000 per year. 

With three part-time 
employees and five vol-
unteers The Link screens 
clients and seeks assistance 
from organizations with 
resources to help. With the 
limited budget of approxi-
mately $63,000 per year, the 
goal is to assist individuals 
and households to get over 
a financial difficulty and 
with some coaching, estab-
lish a financial plan to avoid 
future financial crisis.

“There is a good safety 
net in this country but many 
people get in trouble due 
to the inability to budget 
and look forward to future 
needs,” said Rev. Coye.

While there are folks 
whose income barely 
matches need and require 
on-going assistance, the 
majority of the clients 
coming to The Link are 
working, sometimes two 
and three jobs, but just hit 
a rough spot and need help 
to get over a hump, he said. 
Some 68% of the people 
coming to The Link are 
first-timers who get the help 
they need and are able to 
continue on their own suc-
cessfully.

One of the issues faced by 
workers in the area is that 
service jobs are lower in pay 
and generally limited in the 
number of hours worked (20 
or less), so many clients are 
actually holding two or more 
jobs to make ends meet.  

The coaching element of 
The Link is still forming, 
he said. The organization 
is in the process of hiring 
a coaching coordinator 
who will train coaches who 
will be assigned a client(s) 
to assist in budgeting and 
other financial decisions.  
Rappahannock Community 
College is assisting in the 
development of this training 
program, he said. Volunteer 
coaches will be needed to 
make the program a success.

The long term answer 

to some of these issues, 
according to Rev. Coye, is 
“greater economic devel-
opment. Our clients can 
and the area does service 
jobs very well.  The more 
skilled jobs needed to get 
the salaries up will likely 
come from outside the area. 
Local job improvement may 
be possible through train-
ing, such as RCC, to provide 
improved skills to our work-
force. We also need a hunger 
for those jobs in the work 
force.”  

Rev. Coye was born in 
Lyons, N.Y., where he was 
active in Boy Scouts, school 
and church. A graduate of 
Cornell University with a 
bachelor’s in animal sci-
ence, he received a master 
of divinity from Princeton 
Theological Seminary and 
doctor of ministry from 
Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary.  

Here Rev. Coye has been 
involved in the American 
Heart Association, the tutor-
ing program in the primary 
and high schools, and Habi-
tat for Humanity.

While admitting that he 
learned to play an instru-
ment and discovered he did 
not have the talent to con-
tinue, Rev. Coye was heavily 
involved in the Northern 
Neck Orchestra, serving as 
president. He currently is 
president of the Northern 
Neck Kiwanis Club.

Married to the former 
Linda Moson since 1973, 
they have one son, Tim.  

The official presentation 
of the Community Service 
Award will be made at the 
annual CAPINNÉ, Danc-
ing with the Northern Neck 
Stars event on July 16 at the 
Boys and Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck.

“Tom Coye is a fine 
example of the Rotary Motto 
‘Service above Self ’ and the 
mission of the event ‘Caring 
About People In the North-
ern NÉck’,” said Northern 
Neck Rotary Club president 
Sam Nuckols.

Scholarship stakes

Educational Foundation was held last Saturday at Mount Airy in Warsaw, a National 
Historic Landmark, the home of the Tayloe family, and an estate historically associated 
with horse-breeding. Above, college president Dr. Elizabeth Crowther (right) introduces 
the host family. From left, 
Catherine Emery, Tayloe 
Emery and Tayloe Emery 
Jr., along with Thomas 
Emery, are descendants of 
John Tayloe II, who built 
the plantation house in 
about 1758. The fundraiser, 
coinciding with the running 
of the Preakness Stakes, 
helps fund RCC scholarships. 
Guests enjoyed a broadcast 
of the race, live and silent 
auctions, music, and a taste 
from several area vineyards 
and regional restaurants 
and caterers. At right, Mimi 
McComb, owner of Java 
Jacks Cafe in Tappahannock, 
offers patrons a plate of 

salad. Photos by Robert Mason Jr.

WHITE STONE—Restau-
rant owner William C. Barn-
hardt has joined the legal battle 
before the State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) to continue 
his fight against Dominion 
Power’s proposed transmission 
towers across the Rappahan-
nock River near the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge.

Lancaster County also is a 

party in the case before the 
SCC.

“Dominion has proposed a 
bad plan,” said Barnhardt. “We 
all favor safe, reliable electric-
ity, but this plan is far less desir-
able than other alternatives, and 
we intend to prove that.”

Barnhardt, owner of Wil-
laby’s on the Rappahannock at 
the foot of the bridge, filed suit 

FREDERICKSBURG—The Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT) has scheduled 
deck repair work May 31 through June 2 on the 
Robert O. Norris Bridge Jr. Memorial Bridge over 
the Rappahannock River.

Crews will remove temporary asphalt patches 
on the bridge’s travel surface and replace them 
with concrete, weather permitting.

 “Performing this work at night will minimize 
disruptions to the traveling public,” said Joyce 
McGowan, VDOT Saluda Residency Admin-
istrator. “By making these concrete repairs at 

select locations in advance, we will seek to avoid 
unscheduled or emergency repairs.”

 Route 3 traffic will be reduced to one lane from 
7 p.m. to 6 a.m. Tuesday through Thursday.

Motorists will be guided through the work zone 
by a flagging crew and pilot vehicle. The con-
tractor has been directed to allow motorists to be 
delayed no more than approximately 20 minutes 
during the work zone.

Message boards are posted on routes leading to 
the bridge in Middlesex and Lancaster counties to 
notify motorists of the overnight lane closures.

Restaurant owner joins the legal fight
against proposed transmission towers

Places to go and things 
to do in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula
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Norris Bridge deck repairs to 
continue, weather permitting

Because the Rappahannock Record office will be closed for 
the Memorial Day holiday Monday, May 27, some deadlines will 
be altered for next week’s paper.

Display advertisements, normally due by 5 p.m. Mon day, 
should be submitted Fri day. Ads submitted as a portable docu-
ment format (PDF) will be accepted until 10 a.m. Tuesday.

Other deadlines on Tuesday remain un changed. Classified 
advertisements and news items are due by noon.

before the SCC last year and 
won an injunction that halted 
Dominion’s work on the proj-
ect. The SCC ruled in Decem-
ber that state law required 
Dominion to seek approval for 
the project. 

That ruling came in response 
to a lawsuit filed by Barnhardt, 
who argued that Dominion’s 
attempt to bypass the SCC vio-
lated the law. Barnhardt said 
many people were unaware of 
Dominion Power’s intentions 
and how it would change the 
face of the area.

Barnhardt said he is also 
asking the commission to reject 
Dominion’s proposal because 
“it would dramatically alter 
the visual impact of the Lower 
Rappahannock, which is argu-
ably the most scenic of Vir-
ginia’s major rivers and water-
shed,” he said.

“There are operationally 
acceptable, commercially pref-
erable and—in all likelihood 
— less-costly alternative means 
of relocating the existing trans-
mission line across the Rappah-
annock River,” said Barnhardt.

Rev. Coye
continued from page A1

Record to be closed Monday

Vote now for Best of the Rivah
The June 2016 issue of the Rivah Visitor’s Guide hits 
newstands today. The seasonal guide published by the 
Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel promotes 
“places to go and things to do in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula”. The current issue offers advice 
on crabbin’ and a dining review of York River Oyster 
Company. Readers also are urged to complete the Best 
of the Rivah 2016 Contest ballot.
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MEMORIAL DAY:
To remember and honor those 

who lost their lives while serving 
in our armed forces

This weekend

is donating $.50 for  
EVERY bottle purchased to the 

Special Operations Warrior Foundation  
These heroes gave their lives in service to our 

country, let’s take care of their survivors.

Have a Safe and  
Happy Holiday Weekend!

Specials Wine Seller
52 South Main St. - Kilmarnock

804-436-WINE (9463)

S pecials

Wine Seller

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

KILMARNOCK—In an effort to build trust 
in law enforcement and familiarity in the com-
munity, Sheriff Patrick McCranie joined the 
management of Kilmarnock Village Apartments 
last week for a neighborhood barbecue.

Maintenance supervisor Chris Edwards 
grilled hot dogs for residents while Sheriff 
McCranie and deputy Jim Peace talked with 
residents about the importance of reporting 
suspicious activity and crimes to the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Department.

“We want to put a stop to drug trafficking and 
keep out people who don’t belong here,” said 
Sheriff McCranie.

The problems start around 2 or 3 a.m., accord-

ing to a resident. Sheriff McCranie told her to 
pick up the phone and call 911 and they will 
respond.

“Call us if someone doesn’t belong here or is 
doing something wrong. We’ll do everything in 
our power to keep your neighborhood safe. I’ll 
be riding with deputies some nights,” he said.

Sheriff McCranie introduced deputy Peace 
as a retired Richmond City police officer who 
headed up similar outreach activities in the city.

“There’s a new sheriff in town,” said deputy 
Peace. “We want to keep this area safe for the 
families who live here.”  

According to building manager Amanda 
Luckett, over 70 residents, mostly women and 
children, live in the 24 apartments on School 
Street.

Lancaster Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie this week 
reported charges against 10 
individuals.
Felonies

Linwood M. Neal, 27, of 
Highland Springs was charged 
May 16 with a felony revoca-
tion of a suspended sentence 
and probation.

Henry R. Hall, 50, of Top-
ping was charged May 17 with 
rape. 

Given D. Rice, 56, of Camp-
bell Road was charged May 18 
with felony operating a motor 
vehicle after being declared 
a habitual offender, felony 
eluding the police resulting in 
injury, reckless driving and a 
signal light violation.
Misdemeanors

An Irvington Road man, 
40, was charged May 17 with 
public intoxication.

A Woods Drive woman, 
56, was charged May 18 with 
allowing a dog to kill livestock.

An Irvington Road woman, 
25, was charged May 18 with 
violation of the community cor-
rections program.

A Regina Road woman, 40, 
was charged May 19 with con-
tempt of court. 

A Gaskins Road man, 52, was 
charged May 21 with strangula-
tion of another causing injury 
and two counts of distribution 
of a controlled substance. 

A Campbell Road woman, 
32, was charged May 22 with 
assault of a family member. 

A Merry Point Road woman, 
30, was charged May 22 with 
assault of a family member.
Activity report

May 16: Staff responded 
to the 500 block of Lara Road 
to investigate a reported bur-
glary and grand larceny, to the 
100 block of Millenbeck Road 
for a reported civil complain, 

near the intersection of Mary 
Ball and Chases roads to assist 
Virginia State Police (VSP) 
with the search of a vehicle, 
to a walk-in juvenile behavior 
complaint, and to the 300 block 
of North Main Street to assist 
Kilmarnock Police Department 
with an altercation in progress.

May 17: Staff responded to 
the area of Church Street for a 
reported drunk in public; and to 
the 20300 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a reported fight in 
progress.

May 18: Staff responded to 
the 200 block of Lovers Lane 
for a possible prowler, to the 
100 block of School Street for 
a reported trespasser, to the 100 
block of Shalem Place for a 
report of an assault, to the 300 
block of Fleets Bay Road for a 
reported single-vehicle traffic 
crash, and to the 100 block of 
First Street for a report of sub-
jects being disorderly.

May 19:  Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Sandlin Drive 
for reported weapons being 
discharged in the area, to the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge to check on a vehicle 
dropping debris in the highway, 
to the 6300 block of Mary Ball 
Road for civil dispute, to the 
3000 block of White Chapel 
Road for a reported vandalism, 
to the 9000 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a report of contrib-
uting to the delinquency of a 
juvenile, and to the 5400 block 
of Mary Ball Road for a report 
of a suspicious vehicle.

May 20: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Chiltons 
Point Road to assist emergency 
medical services with entry 
into a home, to the 500 block 
of Gaskins Road for a report of 
an assault, to the 100 block of 
Irvington Road for a reported 
disorderly conduct, to the 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will convene its regular 
monthly session at 7 p.m. tonight, 
May 26, at the Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

The board will take action 
on an abstract of votes from the 
May 3 town elections and recog-
nize chief of emergency services 
Terry McGregor for procurement 
of a grant for emergency shelter 
support trailers. 

Public hearings will address:

R. Taylor to place a manufactured 
home on a 1-acre portion of a 
recently subdivided parcel at 199 
Old Town Lane, off Newtown 
Road near White Stone.

zoning ordinance regarding chap-
ters on agricultural designations.

of Transportation’s secondary 
route six-year plan and budget 
for fiscal years 2017-22 for Lan-
caster County.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland County 
school board will hold a spe-
cial meeting today, May 26, to 
approve the fiscal year 2016-17 
school budget as appropriated 
by county supervisors. The will 
meeting begin at 5 p.m. in the 
school board office, 2172 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Lotts-
burg.

Supervisors approved 
$16,804,521, excluding caf-
eteria costs. The figure is down 
$259,657 from what the school 
board requested and would cover 
a pay increase of 2% for teachers, 
rather than the requested 3%.

Following the meeting, the 
board will hold a closed session 
on personnel assignments and 
student discipline matters.

WHITE STONE—The 
White Stone Town Coun-
cil will hold a public hearing on 
next year’s proposed $173,740 
budget at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 

From left, Sheriff Patrick McCranie and deputy Jim Peace talk to citizens as part 
of their community outreach efforts to stop criminal activity in Lancaster before it 
happens.

Sheriff McCranie reaches out to community
by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
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2, in the Town Hall, 433 Rappah-
annock Drive, White Stone. 

Estimated expenditures 
include $48,618 for adminis-
tration, $13,655 for council, 
$28,965 for building and exter-
nal environment and $45,790 for 

public safety and patrol. Some 
$7,436 is allotted for the capi-
tal improvement fund as well as 
$17,676 for the reserve fund 
reimbursement and $11,600 for 
a sewage project fund, associated 
with a town revitalization project. 

RICHMOND—Nineteen 
motorcyclists have died on 
Virginia roadways so far this 
year, and as the summer season 
nears, the Virginia Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
urges motorcyclists— and 
motorists—to travel with cau-
tion.

Warm weather is expected 
to return to Virginia in time for 
the Memorial Day weekend—
the start of the summer travel 
season. Similar to years prior, a 
majority of motorcyclist fatali-
ties in 2015 (44) occurred in 
the warm weather months of 
May through August.

“There seems to be a belief 
that nicer weather makes roads 
safer, which only leads to a 
false sense of security,” said 
DMV Commissioner Richard 
D. Holcomb said, the Gover-

nor’s Highway Safety Repre-
sentative. “No matter how safe 
you believe you are on your 
bike, there’s always room for 
improvement. The Virginia 
Rider Training Program is a 
great service DMV provides 
that will help strengthen the 
skills of all calibers of motor-
cyclists.”

A combination of failure to 
maintain control of the motor-
cycle and speeding contributed 
to a high percentage of deaths 
so far this year.

The Virginia Rider Train-
ing Program offers motorcycle 
classes for both beginning and 
experienced riders. Classes are 

and safety instructors and are 
offered throughout the state.

Contact the DMV for class 
locations and and schedules.

DMV urges caution as summer
motorcycling season approaches

intersection of Mary Ball and 
Regina roads to assist VSP with 
a vehicle search.

May 21: Staff responded to 
the intersection of Mary Ball 
and Field Trial roads for a sin-
gle-vehicle traffic crash, to the 
200 block of Russell Lane to 
check the well-being of a sub-
ject, to the area of Lara Road 
for a report of a tree across the 
highway, and to the 3700 block 
of White Chapel Road for a 
report of a suspicious vehicle.

May 22: Staff responded to 
the Norris Bridge for a reported 
traffic hazard, to the area of 
Irvington Road for a tree down 
in the highway, to the intersec-
tion of Mary Ball and Alfonso 
roads for a two-vehicle traffic 
crash, to the 11700 block of 
Mary Ball Road for the report 
of a trespasser, to the 400 block 
of Gaskins Road for a reported 
domestic assault, and to the 
2900 block of Merry Point 
Road for a report of domestic 
assault.

The sheriff’s staff also con-
ducted 28 traffic stops, issued 
13 summonses, assisted eight 
motorists, handled four calls 
for traffic control, investigated 
three building alarms, logged 
two inmate transports and 
received five E911 hang-up 
calls.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a lift 
assistance call on Mary Ball 
Road, a fire/smoke alarm on 
Blackstump Road and a haz-
ardous material spill on Main 
Street.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a stove fire on 
Gerogetown Road.

Northumberland Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 
against five individuals.
Felonies

De’Andre Angelo Reed, 26, 
of Hague was charged May 17 
on a direct indictment from the 
Northumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury for 
distribution of marijuana.
Misdemeanors

A Lancaster man, 19, was 
charged May 5 on a summons 
for causing a telephone/pager to 
ring and annoy.

A Heathsville man, 43, was 
charged May 20 on a capias/
attachment of the body for vio-
lating conditions of his secured 
bond. The subject was arrested 
by the Virginia State Police.

A Reedville woman, 60, was 
charged May 21 with driving 
under the influence of alcohol, 
reckless driving and refusal of a 
breath/blood test.

A Lottsburg man, 29, was 
charged May 22 with driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol, possession of marijuana, 
second offense, and possession 
of a Schedule IV drug.
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Docks of the Bay is your exclusive 
Northern Neck BOTE dealer

 

 

DocksoftheBay.com

804.438.9200

Custom Docks & Accessories 

 Boat & Jet Ski Lifts 
EZ Dock dealer

DocksOfTheBay.com 
804.438.9200

Come visit our new office and showroom at 

3443 Irvington Road
Irvington, Virginia 22480

804.436.2792
rappahannocklighting@yahoo.com

Rappahannock Lighting & Design Services, LLC.

GRAND OPENING
FRIDAY, MAY 27

9 am - 4 pm  Refreshments & Door Prizes

In a May 19 article regard-
ing Lancaster’s school uni-
form policy, it was erroneously 
reported that Margaret Lynn 
Smith stated that parents were 
not happy when the uniform 
policy was adopted.

She did not state this at the 
Lancaster School Board meet-
ing May 10. Smith just wanted 
to make sure that the commu-
nity was informed that the uni-
form policy was up for discus-
sion again. 

REEDVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland Lions Club on 
May 12 celebrated its 63rd anni-
versary with its Charter Night 
dinner meeting at Tommy’s Res-
taurant in Reedville. 

President Alfred Fisher Jr. 
opened the meeting by thank-
ing all of the 40 attendees for 
coming. He introduced special 
guest charter members Edwin 
Rice and Curtis Sampson, two 
of the three remaining 24 Lions 
who, along with members of the 
Lancaster Lions, founded the 
Northumberland Club on April 
29, 1953.

 The club is part of Lions Club 
International, the largest volun-
teer organization in the world 
whose mission is to “empower 
volunteers to serve their com-
munities, meet humanitarian 
needs, encourage peace and 
promote understanding through 
Lions Clubs.”

On behalf of the board, sec-
retary Mike Harwood thanked 
the club members for their many 
accomplishments over the past 
year, including:

examinations at schools and 
free examinations and eye care 
for the needy, as determined by 
Social Services.

and having them cleaned and 
classified for distribution to the 
needy.

and gifts for the needy.

sale fund raisers during farmers 
markets.

the holiday season to help raise 
money for community activities.

-
national Peace Poster Competi-
tion.

musical instrument competition.

Episcopal Church Strawberry 
Festival.

drives

hospital room equipment.

fund raisers.
“Club membership has grown 

dramatically from 23 men on 
October 1, 2015, to 27 men 
and five women today,” said 

IRVINGTON—River Coun-
ties Community Foundation 
advisory board president Susan 
Pittman recently announced 
the addition of three new mem-
bers.

“We are delighted to have 
such experienced and dedi-
cated community leaders join 
the RCCF board,” said Pittman. 
“Their professional accom-
plishments and nonprofit lead-
ership backgrounds provide 
a unique set of skill sets that 
will be extremely valuable to 
RCCF.”

The new members are 
Martha Heric, Theresa Ran-
sone and Brownie Watkins.

Heric has served as Wells 
Fargo Bank vice president of 
real estate technical services 
since 2009. Prior to 2009 she 
was president of The Riemann 
Companies, a real estate advi-
sory and appraisal firm.

Heric has served on the 
Counselors of Real Estate 
national board of directors and 
Ware Academy board of Trust-
ees. She also served as presi-
dent of the Middlesex Family 
YMCA board of management 
and was a charter member of 
the Middlesex Rotary Club.

Ransone is a graduate of the 
University of Virginia’s School 
of Bank Management and has 
been with the Bank of Lan-
caster since 1979. She serves 
as a vice president with respon-
sibility for the bank’s Golden 
Advantage program.

Ransone is on the Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Canterbury 
Foundation board of directors 
and also has served on the Bay 
Aging board (chairman), the 

River Counties Community Foundation
elects three new advisory board members

From left are (front row) Martha Heric, Theresa Ransone 
and Brownie Watkins; (next row) Susan Pittman and 
Margaret Nost.

Commonwealth of Virginia 
Department of Aging advisory 
board and the Virginia Bank-
er’s Association board.

Watkins has had a distin-
guished career as an educator. 
She served as chairman of the 
Highland Park Independent 
School District board of trust-

ees in Dallas, Texas. She also 
served as the executive director 
of the Episcopal Foundation 
in Dallas and was the Diocese 
of Dallas’s elected representa-
tive to the board of trustees of 
The University of the South in 
Sewanee, Tenn. 

Since moving to Lancaster 
County, she has chaired the 
outreach committee at Grace 
Episcopal Church and the 
Chesapeake Academy board 
of trustees. She also has been 
a fundraiser and trustee of the 
Partners for Lancaster County 
Schools Foundation.

The foundation also recog-
nized the service and signifi-
cant contributions of retiring 
advisory board members Jay 
Wallin, who served as chair-
man; and Gene Mapes, who 
served as the chairman of the 
development committee.

“River Counties has an 
engaged and knowledgeable 
board that keeps this organi-
zation moving forward,” said 
regional affiliate director Mar-
garet Nost.

“I thank the new members 
for agreeing to serve and look 
forward to working with them 
as RCCF continues to make 
such a positive impact in the 
communities we serve,” she 
said.

From left are Curtis Sampson and Alfred Fisher Jr.

Northumberland Lions
celebrate Charter Night

Harwood. “We would like to 
increase that number further 
over the coming months.”

 Fisher thanked everyone for 
coming and encouraged all of 
the Lions to bring in more mem-
bers in order for the club to do 
even more for the Northumber-
land County community. 

He thanked first vice president 
Robert Pickett for the excellent 
arrangements he had made for 
the dinner meeting. He reminded 
the members that second vice 
president Phil Gainous is in 
charge of the White Cane Days 
fund raisers this year, and asked 
that as many Lions as possible 
participate.

White Cane fund raisers 
will be held Friday and Satur-
day, May 27 and 28, at Callao 
Market, Allison’s Hardware and 
Lilian Hardware; and Saturday 
only at Food Lion.

Correction

In conjunction with the 
Northern Neck Montessori 
Mile, the Get-Away Raffle 
offers a one-night stay for two 
at the Omni Homestead Resort 
in Hot Springs, or a one-night 
stay for two at the Sanderling 
Resort in Duck, N.C. Raffle 
tickets are $5 each. To pur-
chase raffle tickets in advance, 
call 435-3503.

See related registration 
information for the Montessori 
Mile, swim, paddle and run-
ning events on page C3.

 Lancaster history
Mary Ball Washington 

Museum & Library (MBWML) 
in Lancaster seeks writers to 
contribute original research 
articles on Lancaster County 
history for a third volume of 
MBWML’s Echoes of Yester-
year Occasional Papers Series. 
The deadline for submissions 
is August 1.

The anticipated publication 
date is December 2016. For 
guidelines, email history@
mbwm.org, or call 462-7280.

NEWS 
BREAK
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Trans-Atlantic Kilmarnock visitors
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn last Friday entertained two 
visitors from Kilmarnock, Scotland. From left are Graham Mitchell, Pauline Minnery 
and Ashburn, who is explaining the “3 Fs” of the regional economy, historically 

family in the Washington, D.C., area and decided to visit the town linked by name to 
their home. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

IRVINGTON—The Richard 
Henry Lee Chapter of the Sons 
of the American Revolution on 
May 16 celebrated its 40th anni-
versary. 

Two members in colonial 
period regalia presented the 
colors after which new member 
Brian Cox was welcomed into the 
society. President Don Smith pre-
sented an award to Bob Denton, 
the immediate past second vice 
president, for his outstanding 
work for the society during his 
tenure.

Danny Kiser introduced the 
keynote speaker for the event, 
retired U.S. Army Col. Steve 
Wilson.

Col. Wilson gave an interest-
ing and enlightening talk on the 
Lewis and Clark expedition to 
discover the Northwest Passage, 
reported Spike Nunn. Sprinkled 
with anecdotes and insightful 
looks into the lives of both Lewis 
and Clark, he led the group on the 
8,000-plus-mile round trip across 
the U.S. and back. 

On several occasions, the expe-
dition met with Indian tribes and 
their chieftains which led to their 
relationship with Sacagawea who 
accompanied them and served as 
their guide on much of their trip.

A guest at the luncheon was a 

Richard Henry Lee Chapter
celebrates 40th anniversary

Don Smith presents Col. Steve Wilson a book in 
appreciation for his speech on the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition.

descendant of Meriwether Lewis, 
said Nunn.

Wilson received a bachelor’s 
in history from Virginia Military 
Institute and served a regular 
Army commission in armor. He 
later earned a master’s in public 
administration from Shippens-
burg University. 

His last active duty station was 
with the U.S. Army Center of 
Military History as the deputy 
commander and deputy chief of 
military history. He retired after 
31 years and worked for two 
years for MPRI as a project man-
ager and for 10 years as a senior 
policy analyst for SAIC.  

On the road with the DAR
Members of the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, Cobbs Hall Chapter, 
(above) recently visited Chelsea Plantation near West Point. Any woman 18 years or older, 
regardless of race, religion, or ethnic background, who can prove lineal descent from a patriot 
of the American Revolution is eligible to join the Daughters of the American Revolution. To 
join, call Jude Degen at 435-6307.

 Seafood festival
The 26th annual Bay Sea-

food Festival, sponsored by the 
Kilmarnock-Irvington-White 
Stone Rotary Foundation, will 
be held September 9 at Camp 
Kekoka, 1083 Boys Camp Road, 
Kilmarnock. Gates will open at 
4:30 p.m. for the all-you-can-eat 
feast. Liquid Pleasure will play 
from 7 to 10 p.m.

Admission is by advance ticket 
sales only. Tickets are $50. For 
tickets, visit kiwsrotray.com, or 
call 800-777-9717.

AREA 
EVENT
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

As a modern Luddite, I have been pulled 
along into the new age of technology, not 

necessarily unwillingly, but definitely incred-
ulously. My first typewriter was a manual 
Royal portable, and, perhaps to my Good 
Wife’s dismay, I still have it in its original case 
with instruction booklet. I frequently remind 
her of its “antique value.”

Years after mastering that one, I advanced to 
a Smith-Corona electric portable. What speed 
in writing it produced! When I was teaching 
I used it to type the stencils for tests, which 
I then ran off on the mimeograph machine. 
Does anyone remember what that technologi-
cal marvel was? Or the waxy blue dye that 
often remained on one’s hands after process-
ing the work?

That electric typewriter was the source of 
the first years of this column, many items of 
which I wrote while teaching in Alabama, and 
then mailing to the Record office. I would 
make two carbons, with the original going 
to Mr. Currell, the publisher, and a second to 
Jean Dize in the front office in the event the 
former did not arrive. The third I kept for fur-
ther insurance.

After marriage, I gradually relinquished 
the Smith-Corona’s daily use in favor of 
my, indeed our, first computer, although my 
Spouse already long was involved with com-
puters. The new machine was a large, impos-
ing structure that occupied most of the top of 
the desk. 

With the arrival of the laptop and the inter-
net, I made another step into modernity. I was 
free to write wherever I was, or almost wher-
ever, depending on having a signal to send it 
to the newspaper. The advent of the electronic 
age also meant that the column no longer was 
typeset at the paper, a fact that caused long-
time Record employees Gilliam Lewis and 

Shorty McCrobie to tell me that they missed 
getting to read the piece early from their per-
spective in the production room. With the new 
system they could not read the paper until the 
printed version, now I suppose termed “hard 
copy,” came back from the printers.

I never have taken a computer course, and 
what I have learned has come from the tute-
lage of my Good Wife and the two B.E.s. 
Those three mavens of technology have been 
my instructors as well as repair people when I 
have become stuck in the mire of technology. 

While I was teaching the university estab-
lished a major in computer science, but today, 
amusingly, I think of the courses that already 
have become eclipsed. Fortran and Cobol, 
are two that readily come to mind, although 
I understand they remain in use in more eso-
teric circles. Although I did not learn to use 
them, I liked the acronymic names. Fortran 
comes from Formula Translation, and Cobol 
from Common Business-oriented Language. 
I wonder if those disciplines’ professors had 
tenure? Personally, I am content merely using 
English.

My Good Wife has led me through each 

new program, arranging the format in a 
manner that I could follow, as well as through 
subsequent updates. Through it all, especially 
when I am unable to get a signal, or when the 
computer shuts down for no apparent reason, 
my inherent Luddite inclinations remain in 
the substrata of my thinking.

Ned Ludd was a young man who smashed 
a loom in late 18th century England. Later, 
taking his name, in the early 19th century, tex-
tile workers fearing the loss of their jobs due 
to the onset of the Industrial Revolution orga-
nized mass movements smashing machinery 
to prevent new production methods from 
replacing them. I have not become annoyed 
to that level, but days do come when I think 
fondly of my old Smith-Corona, now resting 
in retirement in the closet next to the Royal 
portable, and how well it served me, requiring 
only an occasional new ribbon, and an annual 
physical by my patient friend, Richard Pruitt, 
at the old Northern Neck Office Equipment 
Company on Main Street.

For now, though, back to the laptop with the 
hope of having a signal to send this item along 
on its merry way.

That electric typewriter was 
the source of the first years of 
this column, many items of 
which I wrote while teaching 
in Alabama, and then mail-
ing to the Record office.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Photo by Madison White Franks

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

The letter last week rais-
ing ethical questions about the 
actions of a Northumberland 
County School Board member 
is right on the money.

The electorate needs an expla-
nation for Dana O’Bier’s actions. 
Otherwise we can only assume 
she broke the law. It will be inter-
esting to see if there is some sort 
of cover-up by local officials-
particularly the two other board 
members who appear to support 
her apparent illegal actions.

In the Northern Neck, it is 
fashionable in all quarters to rail 
against the sins of Washington. 
But when confronted with bla-
tant misuse of office by a local 
official, many make excuses or 
look the other way.

Don’t criticize Washington if 
you are not willing to clean your 
own house. 

Misuse of 

overlooked

Now sits “Caligula” of Amer-
ica, crazed with unchecked 
power indulged him by either 
the seduced or blackmailed on 
the left and right.

Such lunacy was earlier 
masked by cleverly drafted pro-
paganda and the mitigation of 
collective outrage by the likes 
of Zuckerberg of Facebook 
fame, caught suppressing/cen-
soring opposition to dishearten 
the resistance.

In Obama’s most recent 
‘unmasking,’ he has decreed 
that all modesty, privacy, and 

 The Record’s article on par-
ents united against misinforma-
tion raises more questions than 
it answers. The article appears 
to be built on unfounded accu-
sations and little evidence.

Virginia Code section 22.1-
71, states:

“The Northumberland 
County School Board is a body 
corporate, and in its corporate 
capacity is vested with all the 
powers and charged with all 
the duties, obligations, and 
responsibilities imposed upon 
school boards by law and may 
sue, be sued, contract, be con-
tracted with, and purchase, 
take, hold, lease and covey 
school property, both real and 
personal. School board mem-
bers shall have no authority or 
duties except such as may be 
assigned to them by the school 
board as a whole.”

The school board did not 
give O’Bier the authority to 
examine the disciplinary files 
and records of students. Stu-
dent disciplinary information 
is also protected by federal 
statute, The Family Educa-
tional Rights and Privacy Act 
of 1974 (FERPA).

O’Bier broke the law, saying 
she did not doesn’t change that 
fact.

The group claims that teach-
ers are being told not to report 
discipline problems. Who is 
telling them this? If the group 
is right, that is a serious prob-

YOUR LETTERS
lem and the individual needs 
to be named with supporting 
evidence.

The group claims that super-
intendent Dr. Rebecca Gates is 
not accurately reporting what 
is going on in the schools. Why 
was Dr. Gates given exception-
ally high ratings for her perfor-
mance by the school board?

Those speaking on behalf of 
O’Bier say there are problems 
in all the schools. Okay, why 
not tackle them all, not just 
the ones where there is a black 
principal? The group does 
not tell you that O’Bier and 
the two other female school 
board members have appar-
ently formed a cabal to oust 
the superintendent and the one 
black principal in the school 
system.

sanity be most visibly and bru-
tally raped by forcing men and 
woman, boys and girls to share 
bathrooms, showers, and locker 
rooms in every public school or 
lose federal funds. So vehement 
is he in this assault on sanity 
that he has involved the Justice 
Department to ensure its com-
pliance.

Enabling the unhinged among 
us, The Charlotte Observer 
recently published, “Yes, the 
thought of male genitalia in 
girls’ locker rooms—and vice 
versa—might be distressing to 
some. But the battle for equality 
has always been in part about 
overcoming discomfort—with 
blacks sharing facilities, with 
gays sharing marriage—then 
realizing that it was not nearly 
so awful as some people imag-
ined.”

One can only imagine how 
weary the black community 
has become in their legiti-
mate struggle for civil rights 
to be incessantly compared to 
gay “marriage” and bathroom 
equality for the sexually con-
fused and outright deviant.

Furthering obvious derange-
ment is the unrelenting push to 
force women into the draft and 
brutality of combat. How cas-
trating for any man to be forced 
into a fire fight with the weaker 
sex and have to choose between 
the mission at hand or assisting 
a damsel in distress. Our men in 

uniform are damned by either 
“choice” and the demoraliza-
tion of having to choose should 
never be foisted on our military 
for social experimentation.

Citizen, when and where do 
you draw your line?

U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner 
has been honored by the non-
partisan Campaign to Fix the 
Debt as a “Fiscal Hero” for 
his leadership in Congress 
to strengthen and improve 
the country’s fiscal future by 
addressing the national debt. 

The Campaign to Fix the 
Debt, comprised of a biparti-
san group of national leaders, 
was formed by the Commit-
tee for a Responsible Federal 
Budget.

To earn the designation, 
lawmakers must distinguish 
themselves by casting fiscally-
responsible votes, work as 
leaders in related bipartisan 
efforts, consistently urge con-
gressional leaders to prioritize 
addressing the debt; and edu-
cate and engage constituents 
on these important issues.

“Sen. Warner has worked 
through a variety of channels 
to draw attention and find solu-
tions to the nation’s fiscal chal-
lenges,” said Maya MacGuin-
eas, head of the Campaign to 
Fix the Debt. “While many 
lawmakers have chosen to bury 
their heads when it comes to 
these issues, Sen. Warner has 
shown courage and leadership 
and has been willing to stand 
up for what is right for the 
country—even when it’s not 
easy to do so.

“The longer we wait, the 
more severe and difficult the 
choices will be to fix the debt. 
Yet very few Members of Con-
gress take this problem seri-
ously. Those who do, like Sen. 
Warner, deserve our thanks 
and praise,” she said.

“I’m pleased to receive this 
recognition by the Campaign 
to Fix the Debt,” said Sen. 
Warner. “I will continue to 
work in Congress to look for 
ways to responsibly reduce 
federal spending, update and 
restructure the tax code to 
generate new revenue, and 
strengthen and reform our 
entitlement programs to put 
our country on a stronger 
fiscal footing. I continue to be 
willing to work with anyone, 
Democrat or Republican, who 
is willing to take a serious 
approach towards finding bal-
anced solutions.”

“Fiscal Hero” honorees 
included 26 members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
and 21 members of the U.S. 
Senate from both parties, cov-
ering a range of political views. 

In 2010, Sen. Warner co-
founded the Senate’s “Gang 
of Six,” a bipartisan group 
of senators who worked for 
almost two years on a legisla-
tive structure to reduce deficits 
and debt by nearly $4 trillion 
over a decade.

Sen. Warner is the ranking 
member of the Senate Finance 
Committee’s Subcommittee 
on Fiscal Responsibility and 
Economic Growth and has per-
sistently sought out bipartisan 
solutions to reduce the nation’s 
deficits and long-term debt. 

Sen. Warner
is named a  
‘Fiscal Hero’

The invite came a couple or 
three weeks ago—a tasting with 
executive chef Damon Coving-
ton at the Historic Lancaster 
Tavern Restaurant and Bed and 
Breakfast.

I wasn’t familiar with Chef 
Damon, but I was somewhat 
acquainted with the Historic 
Lancaster Tavern.

It’s a name owner/manager 
Brenda Jackson doesn’t take 
lightly. More than a concept, 
there’s a bit of a reputation at 
stake. According to her research, 
“in 1790, Henry Hinton was 
granted permission by the court 
to build a tavern, “...30 yards 
from the east door of the Court 
House.”

The place has a history and its 
place in history, as a tavern,  ordi-
nary, or inn—where a good meal, 
drink and a bed can be had.

So we set off on Sunday last, 
Lady Mary and myself, for Lan-
caster to experience firsthand this 
new chef in the land.

Miss Brenda greeted us at the 
door and an entire staff com-
menced to serve us. 

We placed our drink order.  It 
being Sunday and a little past 
noon, we opted for iced tea and 
coffee, although the wine list and 
full bar were mighty tempting.

A chef’s tasting, as we sur-
mised was indeed a sampling 
of the fare. Not sure what to 
expect, we each selected an item 
from the menu. Bending toward 
brunch, Lady Mary opted for 
“The Jackson,” an omelet of 
crab, shrimp, provolone, green 
peppers, red onions, and Old Bay 
seasoning, with roasted potatoes 
on the side and biscuit. 

Leaning toward lunch, I chose 
the “Northern Neck BLT,” rock-
fish, bacon, lettuce and tomato 
on a brioche roll, and a side of 
mac-n-cheese.

Meanwhile, Chef Damon and 
chef de cuisine Justin Burrus 
started us on a course of “new 
southern cuisine,” with a bowl of 
creamy rich lump she crab soup. 
Yeah!

It didn’t take a lot of convinc-
ing for us to scrap our order and 
go with the flow.

Next came a generous sam-
pling of fried oysters and a 
smoky, tomato, horseradish dip-
ping sauce. 

We followed this with a plate 
of “Jumbo Shrimp N’ Grits,” 
jumbo shrimp, grilled Andouille 
sausage and stoned grits.

There’s more —  a fat “Fresh 
Collard Green Egg Roll” with 
cabbage, pickled onion and car-
rots plus a sweet chili and fresh 
peach dipping sauce.

And we topped it all off with 
an heirloom bread pudding 
smothered in a dark rum and 
vanilla cream sauce.

Need I mention the serenity 
found in the charming decor of 
old and older furnishings, remi-
niscent of old Virginia?

Worry not Miss Brenda, the 
Historic Lancaster Tavern’s repu-
tation remains intact. It’s plain 
relaxin’ to the point of soothin’ 
and the cuisine is excellent.
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 Tyler Wind, M.D.

If you’re living with joint pain 

call Northern Neck Bone & 
Joint Center at 804-443-8670 
today for a consultation.

Attorney John Martin wanted to get back to law and 
his life as quickly as possible after hip replacement 
surgery.  Thanks to Riverside orthopedic surgeon Tyler Wind, 

M.D. and the Riverside surgical and rehabilitation team, he was 

working again in three days.  Find out how recovery time after a 

total hip replacement can exceed your expectations. 

Read John Martin’s story at 
riversideonline.com/jointstories.

I was 
concerned 
about missing 
work after 
a total hip 
replacement.

Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!

In the June issue:

 (deadline June 15)

Places to go and things 

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
Drop some pots and have some fun

The Great Loop: Laughing Gull cruises to Urbanna

Discover 

 Dining at 

Do you remember?

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the May 25, 1906 issue of 

the Virginia Citizen)

Owen’s railway has instructions to replace 
the Spinhouse Point beacon, which was 
knocked down by the steamer Calvert last 
week.

Rappahannock Marine railway, at Weems, 
hauled the oyster flagship Emeline for clean-
ing and painting hull. She will proceed to 
Norfolk for changes.

In addition to the regular schedule, the 
Rappahannock’s steamer leaves Tappahan-
nock every Thursday at 9 a.m. during the pea 
season, stopping at all points except Bay Port 
and Urbanna Creek.

The State Board of Fisheries last week at 
Hampton continued the Warwick contested 
shore cases until the July meeting, the Board 
wishing to go over the grounds with a sur-
veyor to ascertain if certain mistakes were 
made as claimed by counsel.

Mrs. S. W. Warren has returned home, after 
two weeks’ stay with her parents in lower 
Middlesex.

Mrs. C. R. Davis is visiting her parental 
home in Middlesex at this writing.

St. Geo. Deal has gone to Baltimore where 
he expects to secure employment.

Miss M. M. Luckham, of Corrotoman Point, 
is the guest of Mrs. L. E. Rogers.

W. H. Jesse had a large boiler landed here 
off the schooner Kate Darlington.

E. J. Carter, of Baltimore, has been visiting 
in Middlesex.

T. D. Ficklin is having an addition put on 
his store house near here.

Sheriff J. A. Chowning was here last week 
on official business.

Mrs. J. W. Hazzard, of Bertrand, is visiting 
friends in Baltimore at this writing.

Miss Sadie Norris, after spending a week 
at her parent’s home, has returned to Millen-
beck.

T. J. Clark, accompanied by his daughter, 
Miss Hattie, spent Sunday with his sister near 
Millenbeck.

We are glad to hear that the baby of Willie 
Norris is improved in health.

Misses Sadie and Olar Norris and Miss 
Lizzie Lamkim are now spending a week with 
friends in Corrotoman.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
for the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Dear Nana,
Remembering the momentary 

exhilaration of bouncing my 
younger brother off my grand-
parents’ bed many years ago, I 
feel a bit hypocritical advocating 
the cessation of that activity for 
your grandchildren.

But being at the other end 
of the hierarchy now, I know it 
is the only sane thing to do. I 
ascribe to the “it takes a village” 
(to rear a child) philosophy. And, 
as a grandparent, your home 
should be one of the safe village 
huts, where you get to insist on 
those rules of the house with 
which you are comfortable.

Who said manners are for sis-
sies?

Not I…and this situation is 
one of the reasons I know the 
imparting of them often requires 
courage. Some of us are adept at 
swallowing, instead of imparting 
to our children, what we believe 
to be helpful advice for rearing 
our grandchildren. Others of us 
consider the risk of offending our 
children worth getting the advice 

When you go to see a high 
wire act, aren’t you looking, 
just a little bit, for the acrobat 
to slip? 

“Hey, I was there when it 
happened!”  

The Northern Neck Orches-
tra and Chesapeake Chorale 
combined on May 14 to inspire 
our awe with their choices of 
great and worthy music. They 

YOUR LETTERS
must have wondered, as I did, 
if they would take a fall—even 
after all the rehearsals and 
individual efforts.

It was a very demanding 
program, made even more so 
with the logistics of getting 
such a crowd together under a 
guest conductor who traveled 
to us. He must have been just 
a bit nervous. Even without 
“skin in the game,” I certainly 
was!

It’s the thing about taking 

risks. You can fail. True. But, 
there’s no exultation like real-
izing success through great 
effort and preparation. What a 
thrill for all of us who stood 
and applauded, long and heart-
ily, for this magnificent music.

Wow! They didn’t crash and 
burn after all.

We look forward to the 
return of these brave musi-
cians.

Because You Are Polite
                           . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

gained retribution when his very 
hard head rebounded into my 
mouth on that fateful day. 

We never jumped again!
Do not give up dreaming, 

Nana.
Ginger Philbrick is the owner 

of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail 
your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and 
space allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@verizon.net 
and visit her website at becausey-
ouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.

out there on the table. Most of us 
have probably engaged in a little 
of both.

The line is clear, however, 
when those precious offspring 
are on our home territory; all 
who reside in the home should 
abide by the rules of the “hosts.” 
It is an excellent lesson in social 
skills for the younger “visitors,” 
preparing them for social accept-
ability in the larger world where 
insensitive behaviors would not 
be accepted.

As an aside, I still have a lump 
in my lip from where my brother 
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Farm & Home Supply, LLC
469 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177

M-F: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm 
Sat: 7:30 am - 5 pm

SOUTHERN
STATES

SUPER SAVINGS SATURDAY
One day only - Summer Event 

Saturday, May 28th - Time 11AM - 1PM - No rain checks

Look for other 
great buys 
throughout 
the store!

While supplies last

Knockout 
Roses

Hanging
Baskets

$9.99

Black Oil

$8.99 
Limit 4 

Free Hotdogs, Chips & Drinks

 
Bay 101.7

will be here Live!

KILMARNOCK—Master 
Gardener John Lansford 
addressed the May meeting of 
the Rappahannock Garden Club. 

The program focused on 
square-foot gardening and 
raised-bed construction, reported 
Margie Redlin.

Square-foot gardening is a 
sustainable practice using raised 
beds. A square-foot grid is cre-
ated for spacing plants. This 
technique makes it easy for 
water and soil management 
and allows just enough room 
for abundant crop yields. The 
method is excellent for growing 
vegetables, but can also be used 
for growing flowers. 

The next meeting will be 
held at 1 p.m. June 9 at Grace 
Episcopal Church in Kilmar-
nock. Speaker Barbara Dillard 
will create arrangements in 
unusual containers.  The public 
is welcome.

Exhibitions results were:

Brooks, 58 points, including best 
in show; Deborah Burgess, 45; 
Carol Clark, 35, including best 

in show; Margaret Curtis, 8; Pam 
Lazorchak, 5; Jo Manson, 10; 
Mary Ann McKay, 13; Redlin 
30; Sharon Rowe 50; Marty 
Wilson 48.

points; Clark, 20; Curtis 5; 
Manson, 5.   

-
menko, 3 points. 

Are your trees bleeding?
If you answered yes to this 

question, the causal agent 
behind the bleeding may be 
Phytophthora Canker (Phy-
tophthora cactorum). Phytoph-
thora is a primitive fungus, and 
is usually present in soils with 
high moisture content. 

As the fungus travels through 
the soil it comes in contact with 
wounds or succulent plant 
material; after this contact 
occurs, germination begins 
and the agent moves within the 
plant. Plants that are stressed or 
in poor health are more likely 
to become infected.

Phytophthora can attack over 
80 genera. Typical symptoms for this disease 
are decreased leaf production in older trees cou-
pled with branch die back. On the trunk will be 
furrows with fluid exudation (active cankers). 

This exudation will sometimes 
smell fermented or fruity. The 
aromas created by this dis-
ease can also attract unwanted 
pests, so early detection is key.  

Some cultural practices to 
aid in prevention or recovery 
from the disease are keep-
ing the root flare of the plant 
exposed, and water with a 
soaker hose instead of sprin-
klers during dry periods.  
Also, treatments are available 
to help prevent further devel-
opment of the disease. 

Early detection of this dis-
ease is key for the life of your 
plant.

If you are unsure your beau-
tiful trees are affected by Phytophtora Canker, 
contact local Bartlett’s Tree Service arborist 
representative Brandon Frazier for help. Call 
453-0406, or email bfrazier@bartlett.com.

Mountain Laurel
Mountain laurel (Kalmia lat-

ifolia) is a familiar and beauti-
ful evergreen shrub commonly 
found in our Northern Neck 
wooded areas. The individual, 
white to pink-rose flowers are 
¾-inch to 1-inch across and 
occur in clusters that appear in 
May and early June.

It will flourish in shade 
but will flower more if it gets 
some sun. Its preferred habi-
tat is acidic, well-drained soils 
where mountain laurel often 
forms dense thickets nearly 30 
feet tall. Older specimens can 
have picturesque gnarly trunks 
and stems.

Getting mountain laurel to 
thrive in the home garden can 
be difficult unless its exacting 
cultural requirements are met. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
65% TO 75% OFF

AS A RESULT OF: UNPAID DOCUMENTS
REPOSSESSED MERCHANDISE

AT IMMEDIATE LIQUIDATION SALE ONE DAY ONLY

HANDMADE
PERSIAN RUGS

COLLECTION CONSISTS OF 297 PIECES FROM 2’ X 3’ UP TO 12’ 
X 25’ & BETWEEN. RUNNERS FROM 2’ 6” X 8’ UP TO 50’ X 2’ 6”. 

DIFFERENT COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM: KASHAN, TABRIZ, ISFAHAN, 
BOKARA, HERIZ, BIJAR, SAROUK, QUM SILK, 10X26’ BIJAR 12’ X 18’ 

TABRIZ 11’X17’ MASHED 8PC 10’X8’ TABRIZ & QUME
 PUBLIC SALE CONVENIENCE TRANSFERRED TO: 

AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK
882 WAVERLY AVE OFF RT 3 KILMARNOCK

WE HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED TO LIQUIDATE A LARGE 
INVENTORY OF ORIENTAL RUGS COMPLEMENTED WITH OUR 

GOODS OF EQUAL VALUE, CONTRACTED IN AFGHANISTAN, 
PAKISTAN, IRAN, TURKEY, CHINA, ETC. ALL RUGS FURNISHED 

WITH CERTIFICATE OF APPRAISAL & AUTHENTICITY.

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK, VISA, 
M/C, AM-EX, DISC. 

LIQUIDATION SALE    LIQUIDATION SALE    LIQUIDATION SALE
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Just Gardens Tour catches a few rays
The Just Gardens Tour caught some sunshine Friday allowing the community to admire 

Brooks on Mosquito Creek; Judy and Marshall Earle and Susan and Gene Edmonds, 
both on Old Mill Cove; and Paula Boundy and Bonnie and Klaus Schaschek, both in 

points to a visitor at the Edmonds garden.

attendees admire Paula Boundy’s gardens. Boundy indicated that her gardens are to 
feed the animals and once they are gone, they are gone due to the plants not being 
native to the area. Photo by Madison White Franks

Lansford explains square-foot gardening

From left are Rappahannock Garden Club horticulture 
committee chairman Debbie Burgess and Master 
Gardener John Lansford.

Arborist Corner
by Brandon Frazier, arborist representative

Brandon Frazier

Go Native —Grow Native
Submitted by Gary Chafin of the Virginia 

Native Plant Society, Northern Neck Chapter

Mountain laurel blossoms 
in May. Photo by Janet 
Pawlukiewicz

They won’t grow well in clay 
soils and need little fertilizing. 
Its incomparable beauty justi-
fies the effort.

To learn more about grow-
ing plants that are native to 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula, see “Go Native—
Grow Native” at nnnps.org.

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com


