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KILMARNOCK —The Kilmarnock 
Town Council on May 16 conducted a 
public hearing on a proposed budget for 
the 2017 fiscal year. As proposed, the 
general fund budget totals $4.8 million 
and the water and sewer fund budget 
totals of $1.5 million. 

The general revenue fund is higher 
than in past years due to the pending 
sale of the former town hall property for 
$415,400, a $300,000 stormwater grant, 
and $2 million in grants and bonds for 
the Town Centre Park, said town man-
ager Tom Saunders.

The proposed tax rates remain 
unchanged at $.10 per $100 of assessed 
real estate and $.16 per $100 of assessed 
personal property. 

During the public hearing, planning 
commission member Leslie Spivey 
spoke in favor of the park and indicated 
that he has not heard any related com-
plaints. He also suggested to the board 
that if they needed to borrow money, 
now is the best time in the economy. 

A second reading and adoption of the 
2017 fiscal budget is slated for the June 
20 council meeting. The new budget 
becomes effective July 1.

General fund
As proposed, general fund revenues 

total $4,891,413. Projected operat-
ing revenues include taxes and fees, 
$1,983,13; sale of land, $415,400; bond 
proceeds, $2 million; stream restora-
tion grants of $347,475, and carry-over 
funds, $145,400. 

Estimated expenditures include 
administration, $857,395; public safety, 
$410,561; public works, $201,111; debt 
service, $155,491; capital improvement 

projects, $2,172,000; stream restoration, 
$347,475. The total expenditures in the 
general fund are $4,144,000. Transfers 
include water fund, $49,295; sewer fund, 
$347,978; and reserve fund, $350,107. 
Water fund

As proposed, water fund revenues 
total $491,699. Projected operating rev-
enues total $389,850; reserve fund trans-
fer, $52,554; and general fund transfer, 
$49,295.

Estimated operating expenses include 
$258,956; debt service, $57,743; and 
capital improvement projects, $175,000. 
Sewer fund

As proposed, sewer fund revenues 
total $1,021,653. Included are projected 
operating revenues of $673,675 and the 
general fund transfer of $347,978.

Estimated operating expenses total 
$541,556; debt service, $265,097; and 
capital improvement projects, $215,000. 
Park update 

Planning and zoning administrator 
Marshall Sebra said plans for the Town 
Centre Park are approximately 80% 
complete. “I am happy about how things 
are progressing,” said Sebra. 

Senior landscape architect Mark 
Lieberth of Land Planning and Design 
Associates in Charlottesville said they 
are in the process of planning the “odds 
and ends” details of the park such as 
paint colors and the “nitty gritty spe-
cifics.” Lieberth also indicated that 
acquiring the required permits is going 
smoothly. 

He said revised plans include more 
parking. 

He hopes to have plans ready for the 
bidding process to start in the summer 
and the project to be complete in the 
spring of 2017, said Lieberth. 

The Lancaster Community 
Library opened Monday, 
May 16, at 16 Towne Centre 
Drive, Kilmarnock. Above, 
patrons check out books at 
the front desk. Behind the 
desk above are (from left) 
volunteer Judy Garriss and 
employee Michelle Blank. 
Director Lindsy Gardner 
indicated all of the critical 
services are currently 
available at the new location. 
Some personal computers 
and new furniture have yet 
to be installed. A grand 
opening is planned for June. 
Hours remain the same: 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays; 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays; and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturdays.

From left are children’s 
services personnel Vera Lee, 
Tonya Carter, director Lindsy 
Gardner and Ann Rose.

HEATHSVILLE—Northumber-
land District 1 school board member 
Dana O’Bier last week issued an apol-
ogy regarding a school records con-
troversy which had prompted a call 
for her resignation and diverted focus 
off other school matters.

“I want to assure parents their chil-
dren’s personal school records were 
not involved,” O’Bier said. “Our most 
important job as a school board is 
to look out for the students. I would 
never jeopardize that. I promised an 
open line of communications when I 
ran for office. I regret not clarifying 
this situation sooner.”

At the April school board meeting, 
O’Bier came under attack by par-
ents after District 3 member Gerald 
Howard accused her of accessing stu-
dent discipline records. 

“If we have a member who looked 
at school records, you need to resign 
from the board because you broke the 
law. Every parent whose child’s record 
was reviewed should be contacted,” 
said supervisor Jim Long at the April 
11 meeting. While Long said he had 
not seen the records, he believes many 
were of African-American students. 
He noted O’Bier’s action “raises seri-
ous civil rights questions.”

“I’d like to correct some misinfor-
mation you may have heard and clar-
ify circumstances that led to the situa-
tion,” O’Bier said last week.   

As a former Northumberland middle 

New Lancaster Community Library opens

Kilmarnock budget
process progresses;
final reading in June

by Madison White Franks

Dana O’Bier explains actions
regarding student discipline log

Dana O’Bier

by Audrey Thomasson

school teacher, O’Bier explained that 
soon after she took office in January, 
she was approached by a number of 
school employees concerned for the 
safety of students and teachers at 
the middle school. They said physi-
cal assaults were going unreported to 
the school resource office, which is 
required by law. 

On February 9, a copy of the dis-
cipline log report for the month of 
January was presented to her as proof 
of the ongoing problem at the middle 
school. “I did not ask for the report, it 
was given to me,” she said.

Despite presenting the report to 
superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates on 

February 9 and board chairman Dean 
Sumner on February 18, she said nei-
ther one mentioned that the report 
was protected under the Family Edu-
cational Rights and Privacy Act. 

She noted the source of the report, 
a school employee, was also unaware 
it was protected. 

The monthly log at the center of 
the controversy consisted of a line 
item on each student receiving a 
discipline referral during January. It 
included the incident date, student 
name, type of incident, name of the 
person who wrote up the incident, 
and action taken. 

O’Bier said the reason she could 
not tell parents which students were 
listed on the log was because she was 
focused on the incident column. 

“I looked at the offenses and didn’t 
pay attention to names. I was look-
ing for physical assaults,” she said. 
“While I don’t know who was on the 
list, I question how others can report 
that all the students on the list were 
African-American while also claim-
ing they haven’t seen the list.”

The day she received the log, 
O’Bier checked with the resource 
officer to find out if the incidents 
had been reported. He said he was 
unaware of half of the physical assault 
incidents. Later, he and O’Bier dis-
covered he is authorized to access the 
same log online.

O’Bier and the resource officer 

BROWNS STORE—The focus of the Northumberland school board on one 
member’s possession of a discipline log rather than heed her warnings about 
unreported fights and children’s safety at the middle school was the center of a 
discussion by parents last Monday night. 

Organizing as Active Community Members for Education (ACME), partici-
pants praised District 1 school board member Dana O’Bier’s efforts to shed 
light on unreported incidents of assault and battery at Northumberland Middle 
School that have resulted in injuries to students and teachers.

They said teachers are told not to report discipline problems and that one 
teacher was out of work for weeks because of being injured when breaking up 
a fight. 

While the group agreed there are issues at all three schools, they said the 

Parents unite against 
‘misleading information’

Community Members for Education to start discussions on their 
children’s safety at Northumberland Middle School.  

by Audrey Thomasson

O’BIER, continued on page A2 PARENTS UNITE, continued on page A2
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contacted Gates, who met with 
them along with the middle 
school principal and assistant 
principal.

“At no time during the 
meeting did anyone say that 
having the report was a viola-
tion of FERPA,” said O’Bier. 
Nor did they ask her to return 
the report, she said.

Contacted for comment, 
Gates declined to answer until 
she talked to her attorney.

When O’Bier met with 
Sumner over the failure of 
school administrators to 
report assaults, again there 
was no mention of her pos-
session of the report being in 
violation of the Act. Accord-
ing to O’Bier, Sumner looked 
at the report, but was more 
concerned about her going 
into the school and acting on 
her own.

“He did not ask me to 
give the report back,” said 
O’Bier. However, after what 
she called Sumner’s “severe 
reprimand,” she burned the 
report.

Contacted for his response, 
Sumner said he couldn’t 
recall a lot about that meeting 
because it took place in Feb-
ruary. “With the information I 
had at the time, I didn’t know 
what she should do,” he said.

The first time the incident 

came before the school board 
was in a March 14 closed 
session. However, middle 
school administrators violat-
ing the law by not reporting 
physical assaults has never 
been addressed by the board, 
O’Bier said.

On May 9, board members 
were told the report could 
not be reproduced by Power 
School (the web-based system 
that manages the report) in 
order to notify the parents of 
children listed on the report, 
she said.

The incident may be part 
of a larger, ongoing problem 
within the district of employ-
ees either not knowing or not 
adhering to privacy laws and 
school policies. 

A former school board 
member reported that in the 
past members individually 
have accessed student aca-
demic files, which probably 
led to their confusion about 
the confidentiality of the 
report. However, those mem-
bers were acting to help stu-
dents, the source said.

Sumner, Howard and 
former school board chair-
man Dick Saxer denied they 
have had any role in access-
ing student files.

Sumner said he was not 
aware of anyone access-

ing files in his 14 years on 
the board. “I’m not saying 
it didn’t happen. I just don’t 
know about it” outside of 
viewing files in closed ses-
sion, he said.

“I wouldn’t even know how 
to go about doing it,” said 
Howard.

“The only time I looked at 
files was during closed ses-
sion” which is within the law, 
said Saxer. 

Other problems occurred 
on the middle school’s log 
report listing absences and 
discipline actions which is 
posted to teachers. Because 
the recipient list was not 
updated, some teachers who 
were no longer employed by 
the district were still receiv-
ing the log, O’Bier reported.

The school board issued 
a letter to all parents stating 
that the board and administra-
tion are evaluating the school 
division’s policies and proce-
dures dealing with access to 
student records and will adopt 
new guidelines to ensure all 
personnel are educated on 
procedures and privacy laws. 

Sumner noted the board 
attorney at the time stated that 
unless a student was person-
ally harmed by exposure of 
the information, there was no 
liability for O’Bier’s actions.

problem is especially bad at the 
middle school.

Steve Berman said the group 
wants to stop the flow of “mis-
leading information surfacing 
at every level…and squash 
any continued false informa-
tion being spread among the 
schools and community…and 
at school board meetings.” 

He said O’Bier did not break 
the law. “No one in the school 
has stood up to say (she) did 
not break the law,” he added. 
Also, he noted she actually 
followed policy by bringing 
the issue directly to school 
superintendent Dr. Rebecca 
Gates as noted in her contract.

About two dozen citizens 
attended the organization’s 
first public meeting at the Mal-
lard Bay Community Center. 

The group alleged that 
Gates is not reporting an accu-
rate picture of what is going 
on in the schools. Also, they 
said since she became super-
intendent in 2012, Standards 
of Learning (SOL) scores have 
actually declined from the 80s 

to 70s and not improved as 
she’s reported to the board.

“Dr. Gates has sat back qui-
etly and let this go on. Who’s 
controlling the schools?” 
asked Sheila Berman. “It’s 
hard to sit in school board 
meetings and hear the super-
intendent’s report on how well 
the schools are doing when we 
know the truth.” 

Contacted later, assistant 
superintendent Holly Wargo 
commented on SOL scores. 

“The elementary school 
has had great gains and is 
fully accredited,” said Wargo. 
“The high school was cited 
as accredited with warn-
ing in math, but is now fully 
accredited. The middle school 
missed in reading last year, 
and got an ‘accredited with 
warning-approaching bench-
mark.’ For the most part scores 
are showing improvement, but 
there are still pockets of chal-
lenge.”

Sam and Karen Baker 
reported their child has 
become anxious at night as a 

attendee. “The school board 
and superintendent are allow-
ing racism to happen.”

Rather than being divided 
over mutual interests, Sheila 
Berman said, “We need the 
parents who are fighting 
against us, to join and fight 
with us.” 

The discussion centered on 
an escalation of school fights, 
unchecked bullying, teacher 
turnover, drugs and the de-
emphasis on education. They 
expressed dissatisfaction that 
the previous board extended 
the superintendent’s contract 
for two years a year before 
the contract was to expire and 
prior to the election of new 
board members.

Contacted later, former 
school board chairman Dick 
Saxer said it is common prac-
tice among school boards to 
extend the contract a year 
prior to expiration.

“Bullying starts at the top,” 
said Sheila Berman, referring 
to the action of some board 
members and the inaction of 
the superintendent.

O’Bier was praised for 
bringing the report to every-
one’s attention. However, 
according to Steve Berman, 
the school board’s focus on 
O’Bier breaking the law by 
showing the report to the 
school resource officer was 
misleading, since the officer 
has the authority to access the 
log.

“The whole system is frac-
tured, even the elected offi-
cials,” he said.

Contacted later, Gates said, 
“My goal at the next school 
board meeting is to get us 
back to the students. Families 
have come to me to say they 
want us to focus on students 
and that’s what I’m going to 
do.”

RICHMOND—The Com-
monwealth Transportation 
Board recently concluded its 
statewide public tour seeking 
input to score some 300 trans-
portation projects proposed by 
localities and regional plan-
ning bodies for funding prior-
ity in the fiscal year 2017-22 
Six-year Improvement Pro-
gram.

However, the comment 
period remains open another 
week. Comments must be 
submitted by email or mail by 
May 27.

Del. Margaret B. Ran-
sone, Del. M. Keith Hodges 
and Sen. Ryan T. McDougle 
recently sent a letter to Secre-
tary of Transportation Aubrey 
L. Layne Jr. expressing con-
cerns about the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge.

They noted, “The Norris 
Bridge has sparked consid-
erable concerns from com-
mercial and non-commercial 
drivers who must travel across 
the bridge due to the continu-
ous patchwork and emergency 
repairs. The bridge is often 
subject to very costly repairs 
which are intended to extend 
the bridge’s life. While these 

FREDERICKSBURG—
Scheduled repairs on the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge this week were shifted 
a day due to weather and con-
tractor scheduling.

Repair work previously 
scheduled for May 16 through 
May 18 evenings was shifted to 
May 17 through 19, according 
to the Virginia Department of 
Transportation. 

Bridge traffic will be 
reduced to one lane through 
tonight, May 19, for repairs 
to the bridge’s concrete travel 
surface.

However, with rain in the 
forecast, the work could be 
rescheduled again.

Crews are placing new con-
crete over a 44-foot-long sec-
tion of the bridge’s travel sur-
face. The concrete will fill in 
an area removed on April 18 
after a portion of the concrete 
travel surface deteriorated. 

result of a climate of bullying 
and harassment.

“Fighting has become okay 
because there’s no conse-
quences,” said Karen Baker. 
“They don’t report because 
they’re worried about their 
numbers.”

“I don’t feel my kids are 
safe in that school,” said Sam 
Baker. “It’s a revolving door 
on the alternative school.” 
Harassment, intimidation, 
assault are against the law and 
the administration and school 
board are not doing anything 
about it, he added.

One mother complained 
that her son’s grades have 
dropped because he can’t 
focus because of the fighting 
and that turnover of teachers 
has resulted in him having 
three math teachers this term.

Latoya Bea said two of her 
children attend the Governor’s 
School. “They want to spend 
the entire day there,” rather 
than go back to Northumber-
land schools, she said.

According to the group, 
there appears to be one stan-
dard of discipline for white 
children and another for 
blacks with the excuse that 
“black kids aren’t used to dis-
cipline.” 

“It’s not the teacher’s job to 
teach them discipline,” said 
Karen Baker.

“It’s too late by the time 
they go to school,” added her 
husband.

“The board is putting so 
much emphasis on race,” said 
Sheila Berman. “My kids play 
with children of every color. 
Now my daughter is having 
debates with her black girl-
friends” about their differ-
ence. “That’s very sad to me.” 

“Our administration pro-
motes racism right from the 
top in Washington,” said one 

Area legislators call on 
transportation board
to replace Norris Bridge

O’Bier explains actions
continued from page A1

Parents unite against ‘misleading information’
continued from page A1

maintenance and rehabilita-
tion efforts may be necessary 
to ensure the safety of motor-
ists crossing the bridge, we 
firmly believe that replace-
ment of this bridge should be 
a priority of the Common-
wealth.

“We respectfully request 
that the Secretary of Trans-
portation and chairman of the 
Commonwealth Transportation 
Board immediately begin the 
process of appropriating funds 
for the design of a new bridge 
to replace the antiquated Norris 
Bridge through the House Bill 
2 process. Further, we request 
additional research be com-
pleted for federal and state 
funds which may be used to 
expedite this process.”

A local initiative at 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/951177625000685/ and 
www.replacerobertonorris-
bridge.org also is calling on the 
Commonwealth Transportation 
Board to begin the process of 
replacing the bridge now.

The public may comment on 
the 2017-22 Six-year Improve-
ment Program by email at 
Six-YearProgram@VDOT.
Virginia.gov, or mail at Infra-
structure Investment Director, 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation, 1401 East Broad St., 
Richmond, VA 23219.

Norris Bridge
work is shifted
forward a day
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PUBLIC NOTICE
65% TO 75% OFF

AS A RESULT OF: UNPAID DOCUMENTS
REPOSSESSED MERCHANDISE

AT IMMEDIATE LIQUIDATION SALE ONE DAY ONLY

HANDMADE
PERSIAN RUGS

COLLECTION CONSISTS OF 297 PIECES FROM 2’ X 3’ UP TO 12’ 
X 25’ & BETWEEN. RUNNERS FROM 2’ 6” X 8’ UP TO 50’ X 2’ 6”. 

DIFFERENT COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM: KASHAN, TABRIZ, ISFAHAN, 
BOKARA, HERIZ, BIJAR, SAROUK, QUM SILK, 10X26’ BIJAR 12’ X 18’ 

TABRIZ 11’X17’ MASHED 8PC 10’X8’ TABRIZ & QUME
 PUBLIC SALE CONVENIENCE TRANSFERRED TO: 

AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK
882 WAVERLY AVE OFF RT 3 KILMARNOCK

WE HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED TO LIQUIDATE A LARGE 
INVENTORY OF ORIENTAL RUGS COMPLEMENTED WITH OUR 

GOODS OF EQUAL VALUE, CONTRACTED IN AFGHANISTAN, 
PAKISTAN, IRAN, TURKEY, CHINA, ETC. ALL RUGS FURNISHED 

WITH CERTIFICATE OF APPRAISAL & AUTHENTICITY.

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK, VISA, 
M/C, AM-EX, DISC. 
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Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 
eight individuals.
Felonies

Deonte Bell, 30, of Burgess was charged 
May 10 with four counts of revocation of a sus-
pended sentence and failure to appear on a mis-
demeanor charge.

Clifton B. Thomas Jr., 30, of Carlson Road 
was charged May 10 with rape.

Jessica R. Dameron, 35, of King Carter Drive 
was charged May 11 with a revocation of bond 
due to a positive drug test. 

Lauren A. Mashaal, 23, of Chantilly was 
charged May 12 with three counts of forgery 
and uttering, two counts of grand larceny and 
one count of receiving stolen goods.

Eric J. Teel, 29, of Heathsville was charged 
May 12 with breaking and entering, grand lar-
ceny and receiving stolen goods.
Misdemeanors

A Western Branch Road man, 26, was charged 
May 10 with carrying a concealed weapon and 
driving while license is revoked.

A Mary Ball Road woman, 34, was charged 
May 11 with stalking and violation of a protec-
tive order.

 A River Road woman, 21, was charged May 
12 with failure to appear on a traffic summons.

Activity report
May 9: Staff responded to the 2000 block 

of Windmill Point Road to check the welfare 
of an elderly male, to the 20300 block of Mary 
Ball Road to investigate a verbal threat, to the 
Hughlett Point Natural Area Preserve to assist 
Northumberland County Sheriff’s Office with a 
report of a man with a gun, to Mary Ball and 
Old Orchard roads for a two-vehicle traffic 
crash, to the 3300 block of Merry Point Road 
for a complaint of speeding motorcycles, and to 
the 20300 block of Mary Ball Road to investi-
gate a report of a prowler.

May 10: Staff responded to the 200 block of 
Rocky Neck Road for a reported domestic dis-
turbance, to the 400 block of Levelgreen Road 
for a reported verbal disagreement, and to the 
100 block of Harris Road to assist the Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) with a mental 
subject.

May 11: Staff responded to the 800 block of 
Weems Road for a mentally ill subject,  to the 
100 block of School Street to assist KPD with 
an unruly person, and to the 100 block of Blue 
Jay Lane for a suspicious person near an aban-
doned home.

May 12: Staff responded to the 100 block of 
Turner Lane to investigate a report of auto theft, 
to the 100 block of School Street for a reported 
trespasser (which resulted in an arrest by KPD), 
to the 100 block of Jammer Lane to assist emer-
gency medical services with a subject with a 
head injury, and to the 100 block of John Creek 
Road for the report of a noise violation.

May 13: Staff responded to the 100 block of 
Forest Haven Drive for a reported property dis-
pute, to the area of Cypress Lane for the report 
of a suspicious vehicle, to the area of South 
Main Street to search for a possible suicidal 

person, and to the 100 block of Washington 
Street for a mentally ill subject.

May 14: Staff responded to the 2300 block of 
River Road for a reported domestic disturbance, 
to the 100 block of Rose Drive to take custody 
of a possible suicidal person, to the 300 block of 
Twin Branch Road for a reported domestic dis-
turbance, to the 200 block of Jeffrey Avenue for 
a complaint of reckless driving, and to the area 
of White Chapel Road to assist Virginia State 
Police (VSP) with a vehicle search.

May 15: Staff responded to the 500 block of 
North Main Street to assist VSP with a vehicle 
search, to the area of Christ Church for a report 
of a suspicious vehicle, to the area of White 
Chapel Road for a traffic complaint, to the 
300 block of North Main Street to assist KPD 
with an intoxicated subject, to the 100 block 
of Paynes Shop Road for a suspicious person, 
to the 200 block of Chesapeake Drive for a 
reported domestic disturbance, and to the 600 
block of Buzzards Neck Road to investigate a 
reported assault.

Staff also conducted 18 traffic stops, issued 10 
summonses, assisted nine motorists, recorded a 
deer strike accident, handled four calls for traffic 
control, investigated seven building alarms, pro-
cessed three mental health orders, logged three 
inmate transports, received 11 E911 hangup 
calls and fielded five calls for animal control.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock and White Stone volunteer 
fire departments responded to a boathouse fire 
on Willys Lane. The White Stone VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash on Christ Church 
Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD responded to 
traffic crashes on Mary Ball Road and Devils 
Bottom Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this week reported 
charges against five individuals.
Felonies

Eric James Teel, 29, of Heathsville was 
charged May 12 on a direct indictment from 
the Lancaster County Circuit Court with break-
ing and entering, grand larceny and receiving/
buying stolen goods. The Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office served the indictment.

Lauren Ashley Mashaal, 23, of Mt. Airy, Md., 
was charged May 12 on a direct indictment from 
the Lancaster County Circuit Court with break-
ing and entering, grand larceny and receiving/
buying stolen goods. The Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office served the indictment.
Misdemeanors

A Montross woman, 58, was charged May 10 
with assault and battery. This was a Northum-
berland County warrant served by the Westmo-
reland County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville woman, 42, was charged May 
10 with assault and battery. This was a Nor-
thumberland County warrant served by the 
Westmoreland County Sheriff’s Office.

A Reedville woman, 37, was charged May 12 
with trespassing, possession of marijuana and 
contributing to the delinquency of a minor.

WARSAW—Motorcycles started lining 
up at 9 a.m. May 14 at the Northern Neck 
Food Bank for the Farm to Fork Poker Run 
sponsored by Food Bank Champions, Cre-
ative DeSIGNS of Virginia and Northern 
Neck Association of Realtors.

The riders could enjoy a delicious 
breakfast provided by T & J Dairy Barns 
of Burgess. At 10 a.m., Bill Pyszka from 
ReMax Waterfront Properties called for 
“kick up” stands for the 100-mile ride 
through Westmoreland, Port Royal and 
Tappahannock.  

“Our main purpose was to raise money 
for the incredible work that the Northern 
Neck Food Bank provides every day, while 
introducing the beauty of the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula,” said Pyszka.

Following the run, riders gathered at the 
Northern Neck Food Bank for a barbecue 

lunch provided by Northern Neck BBQ, 
Ben Hudson and music by Entertainment 
Systems.

“The Northern Neck Food Bank has 
seen a staggering growth in numbers of 
those who are struggling with food inse-
curity, increasing to over 8,700 residents 
each month in the six counties we serve,” 
said executive vice president Julie Dudley. 

“It’s the reason we are so passionate 
and driven towards our goals of a hunger-
free community,” she said. “We know our 
goals are attainable, but we cannot do it 
alone. We would like to thank each and 
every rider who participated in the event, 
the local businesses who provided the 
prizes and delicious food.”

She extended a special thanks to the 
Warsaw chief of police, sheriff depart-
ments and Richmond County emergency 

medical services, for providing for the 
safety of riders and to the many volunteers 
and the American Legion in Warsaw, who 
made the day a success.

“Both our Food Bank Champions made 
the event possible,” said Dudley.

Anyone can become a Food Bank 
Champion, she said. The Northern Neck 
Food Bank will support and recognize 
organizations or events raising a minimum 
of $1,000 throughout the year.

This is a grassroots community fund-
raising campaign, where the Food Bank 
Champion has the ability to involve his/
her family, friends, employer/company 
and co-workers, church, school, civic club 
or professional organization to support 
his/her fundraising efforts.

To register, visit nnfb.org, or call 577-
0246. 

Bill Pyszka (right) calls “kick up” to start the 100-mile poker run.

Farm to Fork Poker Run supports food bank

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

KILMARNOCK—The 2016 
Spring Household Hazardous 
Waste and Electronic Waste 
Collection for Lancaster County 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, May 21, at the 
Kilmarnock Refuse Center, 320 
White Pine Drive, Kilmarnock.

This collaborative effort 
among Lancaster County, Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension 
and the Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(NNSWCD) gives Lancaster 
County residents an opportunity 

to safely dispose of household 
chemicals and other substances 
that pose a danger to the envi-
ronment if not disposed of prop-
erly, said NNSWCD education 
and outreach specialist Kathleen 
Watson.

Residents also may bring 
electronic items such as old 
televisions, computer moni-
tors, rechargeable batteries, 
telephones, printers and fax 
machines, said Watson. She 
urges residents to participate in 
this semi-annual event.

“We will take used motor oil, 
old gasoline, cleaners, oil based 
paint, antifreeze, spent fluores-
cent light bulbs and pesticides. 
These are all items that should 
be disposed of in a way that will 
keep them out of landfills, out of 
our waterways and away from 
wildlife,” said Watson. 

There are some items that res-
idents should not bring, such as 
ammunition, radioactive materi-
als, tires, car batteries, medical 
waste, prescription drugs and 
latex paint. 

Lancaster waste collection event slated May 21
“Many people don’t realize 

that latex paint can be disposed 
of in the trash as long as it has 
dried up, which can be done by 
simply removing the lids and 
letting it sit before throwing it 
away,” she said. “As for prescrip-
tion and expired medications, 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office takes them any time. 
They have a receptacle at their 
office.”

Anyone with questions about 
the Household Hazardous Waste 
and E-Waste collection event 
should call the Extension office 
at 462-5780, or the NNSWCD 
at 313-9102.

■ Lancaster history
Mary Ball Washington 

Museum & Library (MBWML) 
in Lancaster seeks writers to 
contribute original research 
articles on Lancaster County 
history for a third volume of 
MBWML’s Echoes of Yester-
year Occasional Papers Series. 
The deadline for submissions 
is August 1.

The anticipated publication 
date is December 2016. For 
guidelines, email history@
mbwm.org, or call 462-7280.

NEWS 
BREAK

RRecord.com
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N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

 Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

www.noblett.com
17 South Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

FREDERICKSBURG—Construction has begun to install new 
sidewalks, handicapped-accessible ramps and pedestrian cross-
ing equipment at the intersection of Route 3 Business and Route 
360 in Warsaw.

 Most construction will occur outside of the roadway, accord-
ing to the Virginia Department of Transportation. Intermittent 
lane closures will be needed for trucks to deliver materials, for 
the construction of curbs and ramps, and for the installation of 
pedestrian crossing equipment, crosswalks, and final lane mark-
ings.

 Motorists are asked to stay alert for construction equipment 
and work crews. Construction will conclude by July 18.

 A $304,502 contract for construction was awarded to Jireh 
Construction Company Inc. for the project.

KILMARNOCK—Home-
town Heroes banners will return 
to Kilmarnock streets just before 
Memorial Day and a party to 
showcase the 2016 additions has 
been scheduled. 

The banners will be shown 
to the donating families and 
the public at a preview party 
at 3 p.m. Saturday, May 21, at 
Lancaster Middle School, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock. 

“We encourage the public 
to come and recognize these 
veterans, their families and the 
contribution they made to our 
country,” said Mayor Mae Pur-
cell Umphlett.

Forty additional banners will 
be added to the existing 72 ban-
ners that hung throughout the 
downtown area in 2015.

“Our merchants will have them 
hung in theirs windows along 
with the ones hanging from our 
light poles,” said Umphlett.

The celebration will include 
music, memorabilia and an 
opportunity for families to take 
pictures with the banner of their 
loved one.

“I thought this was a great 
idea that a citizen brought to 
me,” said Umphlett. “Local 
resident Laura Stoddard was 
visiting Prince Edward Island, 
Canada, and saw some very 
basic banners with pictures of 
members of the military and 
thought we could do something 
similar. Many in our commu-
nity are veterans or had family 
members who served and we 
thought this would be an appro-
priate tribute. I thought we 
could do even better.” 

Mayor Umphlett’s uncle was 
killed in action during the Battle 
of the Bulge in World War II and 
even though she had never met 

him, she remembers how fondly 
her grandmother and father 
spoke of Garland Purcell. 

“I thought it was important 
to honor these veterans’ ser-
vice and I hope visitors will 
enjoy these tributes to the men 
and women who contributed 
so much with their service to 
our country. They are from our 
immediate area but also from 
across this great country of 
ours and now we proudly show-
case them in Kilmarnock,” she 
said. “While many have passed 
away, others are living here in 
our community. We are proud 
of them all.” 

These veterans did not have to 
be from Kilmarnock, but each 
one has a connection to the town 
in some way. There were veter-
ans from World War I to Desert 
Storm, husbands and wives, 
fathers and sons, best friends and 
even a Marine who served with 
a decorated Marine horse in the 
Korean conflict.  

Each banner was donated by 
family members who shared 
stories about each veteran and 
his or her service. The town pro-
vided the hardware to display the 
banners and the manpower for 
installation. 

A story booklet, developed 
based on the families’ informa-
tion, serves as a walking tour 
map of the banners.

“The booklets were a huge 
hit and help the families and 
the public learn more about the 
contributions of these hometown 
heroes and the location of their 
banner. This walking tour makes 
a great family event and is totally 
free,” said Umphlett. 

All banners will be displayed 
from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day this year.

HEATHSVILLE—Frustrated 
Northumberland residents want 
to know why a promised cell 
tower has not been built.

A permit was issued in July 
2015 authorizing Verizon to 
erect a tower in the Reedville 
area. The tower has not yet been 
built, resulting in no cell service 
in some areas of the county, 
according to District 4 supervi-
sor Tommy Tomlin.

Verizon Wireless, applicant, 
and Lilian Lumber Company, 
property owner, on May 12 
returned to the board of supervi-
sors seeking a 12-month exten-
sion for construction of a 195-
foot tower on Northumberland 
Highway.

Tomlin indicated he is not 
happy with the request but 
would not vote against it because 
dependable cell service is a 
necessity in the county. 

 “As an EMT, I have been told 
where I can make a phone call 
down there,” said Tomlin. “I 
mean ‘can you hear me now?’ 
has a whole new meaning in 
Reedville.

“Git’r’done!” he said.
Representing Verizon, attor-

ney Julian Pedini explained the 
reason for the delay. 

“Verizon did intend to build it 
in 2015; however, due to finan-
cial constraints with funding 
being reallocated, they weren’t 
able to go through with the con-
struction, but another source of 
funding has been found and it 
is a plan to construct it this year 
because there is a need for this 
site,” said Pedini. 

The board hopes that July 9, 
2017, is a reasonable date for 
Verizon to complete the con-
struction, or the same type of 
hearing will be happening this 
time next year. 

District 1 supervisor Joe Self 
moved to approve the request 
and Tomlin seconded. The board 
authorized the 12-month exten-
sion by a 5-0 vote. District 2 
supervisor Richard Haynie, 
District 3 supervisor Jim Long, 
District 5 supervisor Ronnie 
Jett, Self and Tomlin all voted in 
favor.
Other permits

By a 5-0 vote, the board 
authorized Robert and Sharon 
Watson to keep an existing 
accessory structure along a 
tidal marsh within the resource 
protection area (RPA) on Mill 
Creek, at 1513 Harding Road, 
Remo. However, the request 
was granted by the board with 
a civil charge of $100 because 
the structure was built without 
authorization to encroach the 
RPA.

By a 3-2 vote, the board autho-
rized Susan Fox to construct a 
single-family dwelling within 
the RPA on Henry’s Creek, at the 
end of Sandy Run Trail. Super-
visor Tomlin did not support 
the request due to the location 
of sewer lines in the plans. Self, 
Haynie and Jett voted in favor 
of the motion; Tomlin and Long 
opposed.  
Other items 

Northumberland Public 
Library director Alice Cooper 
informed the board of a poten-
tial project the library board 
is considering which would 
be of “great importance to the 
county.” When the library con-
ducted community forums 
throughout the county, a resident 
offered to donate and convert a 
recreational vehicle for use as an 
e-bookmobile. 

The bookmobile would have 
books in Spanish and English, 
for children, teens and adults. 
It also would offer a mobile 
hotspot for residents who may 

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster School Board is re-exam-
ining student wardrobes.

Following discussion at the 
May 10 meeting, it looks like a 
yet-to-be-named committee will 
address the issue.

In April, a parent voiced 
concerns regarding the school 
system’s uniform policy. Mean-
while, board members Kenya 
Moody and Joan Gravatt are 
leading efforts to gather informa-
tion on where the public stands 
on the issue. 

They have met with princi-
pals and gathered information 
from school administrators, said 
Moody. Among principals and 
the public there appear to be 
those who are opposed to the uni-
form policy and those who favor 
it; therefore, a committee will 
be formed to determine the best 
form of action. 

“I would like to say that there 
are pretty strong feelings out 
there about the uniform policy 
from administration, teachers, 
and even students and parents,” 
said Moody. “I would like to say 
that we live in a country where 
we have freedoms and everyone 
has a right to their opinion and 
I think we should respect every-
one’s opinion.”

The board wants to hear from 

everyone who has an opinion 
about the uniform policy, she 
said. 

“I really want to make sure that 
we hear from everyone. Everyone 
has a voice, and everyone’s voice 
counts and, of course, we want to 
do what is best for our students 
because that is the most impor-
tant. But we do have a difference 
of opinion on how we do that, so 
we are going to move forward 
with a committee to make sure 
that we do this correctly, fairly, 
ethically, and we are going to 
move with haste because I think 
everyone wants this done quickly 
before the next school year,” said 
Moody. 

Lancaster High School teacher 
Margaret Lynn Smith, a parent 
of a sixth-grader, indicated she 
wants to make sure the commu-
nity knows the uniform policy 
is up for discussion again. Three 
years ago, surveys were con-
ducted and sent out to parents 
to figure out if a uniform policy 
should be in place. Smith indi-
cated that many parents did not 
receive the surveys three years 
ago and were not happy when the 
policy was adopted.

Smith suggested public sur-
veys be conducted again. She 
also recommended the board 
inquire about dress code viola-
tions at the high school when 
gathering information.

Primary school student Isaiah 
Ball stated his view on the topic 
with a simple statement: “No 
more uniforms!”

Uniforms
The uniform policy applies to 

Lancaster primary and middle 
schools.

According to the current 
policy, students may wear navy 
blue or khaki pants, capris, walk-
ing shorts, jumpers, skirts/skorts, 
or shorts.

Jumpers, skirts, skorts, shorts 
(4 inch inseam) must be respect-
able and modest in length; cloth-
ing items must be worn at the 
natural waist (above the hip); 
belts must be worn if the clothing 
item has belt loops; lounge wear, 
sweatpants, cargo style pants, 
shorts or pajamas are not per-
mitted; all shorts and pants must 
have a belt.

Students may wear solid red, 
heather gray, white, navy blue, 
light blue, and light pink in long- 
and short-sleeve polo shirts.

All shirts must have a collar 
and must be tucked in to the 
pants/shorts/skirt/skort; solid 
color turtlenecks or long-sleeve 
T-shirts (red, heather gray, white, 
navy blue, light blue) are permit-
ted under the appropriate collared 
shirt; solid color crewneck, car-
digan, v-neck sweaters or fleece 
pullovers in red, heather gray, 

The Northern Neck Orchestra on May 
14 celebrated its 25th anniversary with 

a concert of Mozart, Elgar, Beethoven, and 
above all, Johann Sebastian Bach’s Magnifi-
cat, presented by the Chesapeake Chorale.

With Dr. Matthew Brooks conducting 
the orchestra and Dr. Cheryl Davis direct-
ing the chorale, the concert presented at 
the Lancaster Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock brought the near-capacity 
audience to its feet in a lasting ovation, 
reported Terry Greene.

Beginning with Mozart’s overture to 
Don Giovanni, then Elgar’s lovely Salut 
d’Amour and then the powerful Symphony 
Number Two by Beethoven, the orchestra 
downsized after an intermission to host the 
chorale’s vocal rendering of the Magnificat.

Three piccolo trumpets added to the 
orchestra’s complement gave the Bach 
cantata a triumphant flare, said Greene. 
Maestro Brooks brilliantly modulated the 
dynamics of the orchestra and chorale 
to produce the great vocal surges and 

orchestral flourishes demanded by Bach’s 
masterpiece. 

Following the concert Northern Neck 
Orchestra president and French horn 
player Michelle Lybarger, hosted a 25th 
birthday party, underwritten by the Bank 
of Lancaster, with refreshments and meet-
ings with members of the orchestra and 
chorale. 

Orchestra chairman Ammon Dunton 
said the orchestra and chorale had never 
sounded better.

25th anniversary concert is ‘magnificent’

Hometown Hero preview party
is slated for Armed Forces Day

Sidewalk project begins in Warsaw

School uniform policy remains under scrutiny 
by Madison White Franks white, navy blue, or light blue 

may be worn with the appropriate 
collared shirt underneath. No pat-
terns or prints should show at any 
time. Hooded apparel, sleeveless 
shirts, T-shirts, or tank tops are 
not permitted.

Shoes must be worn at all 
times and must be appropriate 
for the student’s activity —such 
as tennis shoes for physical edu-
cation and shoes that are safe 
for running and climbing on the 
playground. Footwear must have 
enclosed toes and enclosed heels 
or a heel strap. Slippers, flip-flops 
and wheels are not permitted.

Hats, head coverings, visors, or 
sunglasses are not to be worn in 
the building unless for religious 
or medical reasons. Parents need 
to provide documentation to the 
administration.

Store brand logos, signs and 
words should not be visible on 
clothing.

The policy also addresses 
when the uniform should be worn 
for after-school activities and 
field trips as well as dress code 
violations specific to the primary 
or middle school. 

For more details, visit the 
school websites, or contact the 
schools for a brochure.

Northumberland supervisors add 12 months 
to Reedville cell tower construction period 

by Madison White Franks

COLONIAL BEACH—
The Potomac River Crab 
Advisory Committee will 
meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 
19, at the PRFC Building, 222 
Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

An update will be provided 
on crab harvest and the 2015-
16 winter crab dredge survey 
results. There will be a dis-
cussion on the current season 
and possible management 
responses for the 2016-17 
crab management year, July 1, 
2016, through June 30, 2017. 

The committee also will 
discuss jurisdictional manage-
ment and quotas, electronic 
harvest reporting, oyster leas-
ing impacts to crabbing areas, 
the concept of a senior sport 
crabbing license, beneficia-
ries for commercial licensees, 
female crab fecundity and the 
disappearance of the 2011 
year class, and a committee 
vacancy for the lower river 
peeler potter. 

not have internet service in 
their homes. By July, a decision 
should be made by the library’s 
board of trustees on whether or 
not the library will go forward 
with this project, said Cooper. 

The Haven Shelter & Services 
development coordinator Sarah 
Weakley thanked supervisors for 
their support. Weakley requested 
$10,000 in financial support for 
The Haven. 

County administrator Luttrell 
Tadlock presented an emergency 
medical services resolution 
declaring the week of May 15-21 
as Emergency Medical Services 
Appreciation Week through the 
county. Supervisors adopted the 
resolution, 5-0. 

The Agenda
Local Government News
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The Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck is grateful to all who attended and 
contributed to the fun and success of our annual Casino Night fundraising event.  
You have helped us make a difference in the lives of the youth that we serve and we 
thank you!

Presenting Sponsors
Bank of Lancaster
Chesapeake Investment Group
Union Bank

Major Sponsors
C.W. Hines & Associates
Entertainment Systems Corporation
EVB

Sponsors
Abilities Abound Physical Therapy
Curry & Curry Pottery
Donna Anderson
Eagle River Construction
McDonald’s Restaurant, Kilmarnock
Noblett Appliances & Propane
Northern Neck Virginia Insurance
RiverWash
Sanctuary Holdings, Inc.

Supporters
Bay Flooring
Ben Estes
Big L Tire Company
Bonnie and Klaus Schaschek
Cathy’s Unique Pursuits
Capt. Gene, On the Water
Capt. Tom’s Oyster Floats
CarWash Café
Cora’s Kitchen
Diane And Phillip Mumford
Dr. John Deschamps
Dr. June Daffeh
Dunn-Rite Auto Sales
Ed Fuehrer
Employees of Northern Neck Virginia 
Insurance

More Supporters
Foxy in Kilmarnock
Group Dynamics Entertainment, Inc.
Indian Creek Yacht & Country Club
Iris Treakle
Jessica and Paul Servis
Jill & Larry Catering LLC
Joe Sarnowski
Joy and Stuart Kramer
Judy Burlbaugh and Earl Klioze, DDS
Karen and Jeffrey Rosenfeld
Kathleen Noffsinger Watercolors
Kathryn and Jeffrey Wainscott
Law Firm of James A. Butts, IV, P.C.
Leah Parker
Light House Builders
Liliane Merrill, Island Travel
Margie Redlin
Mariah and Kevin Crawford
Metrocast Communication LP – Saluda
Objects, Art & More
Paul W. Lassanski
Performance Food Group
Randy Greene and Bank of Lancaster
Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts
Rappahannock Garden Club
Richard LeBaron
Rivah Eye Care
Shawn and Jim Lamb
Specials
Sukey Starkey
Susan Christopher
The Kilmarnock Inn
The River Market
The Tides Inn Golf, Spa & Marina
Virginia Commonwealth Corporation
Weekends Fashions for Him & Her
Yankee Point Marina

IRVINGTON—The 2016 
annual meeting of the Steam-
boat Era Museum was held 
May 14.

The agenda included the 
election of board members, the 
election of officers, a progress 
report on the Potomac pilot-
house and the unveiling of new 
exhibits, reported executive 
director Barbara Brecher.

Four new board members 
were elected, including Ran-
dall Kipp of Randal J. Kipp 
Architecture; Victoria Oliver of 
Chesapeake Bank; Fred Peva-
house, a museum volunteer; 
and Donna Tibbs of Northern 
Neck Insurance Company.

New officers include presi-
dent Nancy Travers, vice presi-

dent Helen Slatford, secretary 
Fran Kelly and treasurer Ran-
dolph Graham.

Eric Nost will continue his 
term on the board as past presi-
dent. Other board members are 
Barbara Baxter, Kylie Bransford, 
Beverly L. Randolph, Lee Ste-
phens Jr., Frank L. Tetrick, Timo-
thy Ward and Phillip Williams.

Two board members retired, 
said Brecher. Jackie Burell, 
a longtime member and sec-
retary of the board for many 
years, and Anne McClintock.

McClintock received the 
first “Museum Leadership 
Award” for her tireless work 
to make the museum a reality 
and help it grow, said Brecher. 
Because of her support, as 

well as many others in the 
community, the museum was 
selected as the 2016 Virginia 
Living “Best Museum in East-
ern Virginia.” 

Kelly and Baxter were rec-
ognized for their work in 
recruiting and coordinating the 
museum volunteers, she said. 
Patty Richards was recognized 
for her donation of an original 
mural for a new 2016 exhibit.

Nost, chairman of the Pilot 
the Potomac Home campaign, 
explained the importance of 
preserving the only existing 
Chesapeake Bay pilothouse 
and how it will fit into the 
museum. The members were 
pleased this project is becom-
ing a reality, said Brecher.

IRVINGTON—The town 
council last week decided to 
base Irvington’s proposed fiscal 
year 2016-17 budget on a pro-
posed real estate tax rate of 
5 cents per $100 of assessed 
property value. The vote was 
split, 4-2.

At the May 9 meeting, mem-
bers established that the town 
would need to set the tax rate 
at 3.5 cents per $100 of value 
in order to cover the proposed 
budget of $174,232. How-
ever, members Kathleen Pol-
lard, Mike Merrill, Jerry Latell 
and Gene Edmonds voted for 
a 5-cent levy in order to start 
investing in the town. 

Member Fran Westbrook 
argued that council needed to 
justify the additional money 
with an intended project. 
Wayne Nunnally said he doesn’t 
believe a tax is needed and that 
reserve funds should be used 
to cover any deficit spending 
or town improvements. Both 
voted against the tax rate.

“Why aren’t we investing in 

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton Town Council will hold 
a budget work session at 5:30 
p.m. tonight, May 19, in the 
Town Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington.

Council members will discuss 
a fiscal year 2017 budget pro-
posal totaling $174,000. There 
will be no public input, but the 
public can attend the meeting. 

A hearing on the budget is 
planned for the June 9 council 
meeting.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will hold a budget work 
session tonight, May 19. The 
meeting will begin at 5 p.m. 
in the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will hold three public hear-
ings on Thursday, May 26. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the 
County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The hearings will address:

R. Taylor to place a manufactured 
home on a 1-acre portion of a 
recently subdivided parcel at 199 
Old Town Lane, off Newtown 
Road near White Stone.

the zoning ordinance regarding 
chapters on agricultural designa-
tions.

of Transportation’s secondary 
route six-year plan and budget 
for fiscal years 2017-22 for Lan-
caster County.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will meet 
at 7 p.m. tonight, May 19, in 
the County Courts Building, 39 
Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality water 
withdrawal permitting man-
ager Craig Nicol will present a 
groundwater status report. 

The commission also will 
discuss the county’s comprehen-
sive plan, in particular a chapter 
addressing future land use.

Steamboat Era Museum elects new board members and officers

The Steamboat Era Museum board of directors recently 
adopted a proclamation to honor volunteer and former 

Leadership Award.” From left are McClintock and past 
president Eric Nost. Photo by Michael A. Geissinger

The Agenda
Local Government News

Irvington council is using a 5-cent tax rate to draft a budget for 2017
by Audrey Thomasson town’s budget through the occu-

pancy tax. “At the November 
community meeting, I said we 
need to look at the tax as resi-
dents sharing in our future…
as a shared responsibility.” He 
reminded council they needed 
to plan for the money’s use in 
advance.

Klaus Schaschek said council 
is padding the proposed budget 
numbers. 

“I witnessed an upgrade of 
$7,000 for the sidewalk repairs, 
even with a quote of $23,000,” 
he said. “If costs are more, than 
this is the bidder’s problem.”

Mayor Ralph Ransone said 
the town has not put the job out 
for bid yet and that $23,000 
is the staff ’s own guess at 
the cost. However, consider-
ing the Virginia Department 
of Transportation is going to 
spend $167,000 on a stretch 
of sidewalk from the gas sta-
tion to Mitchell Farms, just a 
few hundred yards, he said the 
$23,000 estimate is probably 
very low.

Schaschek noted another 
increase is a website upgrade at 
$2,400. “These amounts alone 
will unnecessarily increase the 
property taxes by 1.1%,” he 
said.

“I see a declining number 
of people being willing to take 
on the arduous (volunteer) 
responsibilities” of keeping up 
the look of the town “…while 
many just sit back and reap the 
rewards,” said Gordon Slatford.

“For the last 10 years, the 
financial side of things has 
been supported by the Tides 

Inn and Hope and Glory and 
the lion’s share of the town’s 
expenses has been borne by 
the guests who visit our com-
munity. It is their money which 
has maintained the town, their 
money which has paid the 
wages, and their money which 
has created a sensible reserve 

for any…adversity which may 
visit us in the future. The time 
has now come for everyone to 
be involved and be a partner in 
the town,” he said.

A budget work session was 
set for 5:30 p.m. tonight, May 
19, in the Town Hall, 235 
Streamboat Road, Irvington.

our town to be attractive to tour-
ists and to residents?” asked 
Merrill, who made the con-
sensus motion on a proposed 
5-cent rate for budget planning 
purposes. He estimated it would 
amount to a tax bill of $129 on 
his home. 

“The people that trust us to 
make good decisions…want to 
see this done,” he said.

“I don’t support that until we 
have a plan on how to spend it,” 
Westbrook said. She noted that 
citizens said they would support 
a tax as long as council had a 
plan on where the money would 
be spent. “We don’t have that 
plan.” 

Nunnally insisted there 
was no need to have a reserve 
account that is more than half 
the town’s annual budget. Pol-
lard disagreed, saying the 
reserve is intended for emer-
gencies and not as a supplement 
for the budget.

Two citizens spoke in favor of 
a tax and one was against.

Frank Deitrick said visitors 
and guests in Irvington have 
been financing the bulk of the 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland Homemakers Club 
recently presented three scholarships to the Virginia Cooperative 
Extension for Northumberland County children to attend the 4-H 
Educational Center Camp at Jamestown. 

Several of the Homemakers contributed funds individually, 
toward an added three scholarships, reported publicity chairman 
Pim Montgomery. In addition, a member sponsored a student as 
a 4-H Camp teen leader at the Jamestown facility.

It is gratifying that the club and the individual members 
showed this high a level of support for students of Northumber-
land County to attend the Jamestown 4-H Educational Center 
Camp, said Montgomery. 

The 4-H Jr. Camp will be held July 18 through 21 for children 
of Northumberland.

The Extension service was most appreciative of the support 
of the Northumberland Homemakers Club, stating that without 
donations like this, needy children who would greatly benefit 
from the camping experience would be unable to attend, said 
Montgomery. 

Homemakers club presents 
 six 4-H camp scholarships

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster planning commis-
sion will continue discussions 
on zoning ordinance updates 
tonight, May 19. The meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. in the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The discussion will cover 
definitions found in the zoning 
ordinance as well as chapters 
addressing general, community 
and medium residential zoning 
designations.

The commission also will 
elect officers.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In 1937, Louis Bromfield wrote his epic 
novel, The Rains Came, a romantic tale of 
India that two years later became an enor-
mously popular movie starring Tyrone 
Power, Myrna Loy and George Brent. For the 
past three weeks, I have been thinking that a 
sequel could be penned about this spring in 
the Northern Neck, albeit without necessitat-
ing the rehashing of Bromfield’s description 
of the Subcontinent’s romantic interludes 
and intrigues.

In addition to being a great novelist, 
Bromfield was one of the last century’s major 
thinkers in the realm of agriculture. He made 
the study of farming his life’s work, but 
wrote fiction on the side. If one were writ-
ing a meteorological update, entitled, The 
Rains Came in the Northern Neck, centered 
on 2016, I could add a few points of interest.

Last week while walking in a yard in the 
center of Irvington, where the grass was 
a bit high, I noticed something brown in a 
few yards away. When I approached I found 
a large sea turtle, moving on its own speed, 
oblivious to my human presence. I had 

observed that the rain had brought out many 
box turtles, crossing the roads and eyeing 
future garden production, but this was the 
first example of a sea turtle I had seen this 
year, and it was on high ground, not on the 
shoreline.

Our older dog detests rainy weather, 
whereas her daughter is oblivious to climate 
change. When I take them on a walk, I have 
to beg and cajole the mother to come with us, 

and she is eager to return home as early as 
possible. These three weeks have been par-
ticularly difficult. When called to come for 
“walkies,” she runs in the other direction, 
often trying to hide. Even the promise of a 
treat does not affect her behavior, whereas 
the daughter thinks the treats should precede 
and follow the walk, and that the attempted 
bribe of the mother should be offered to her 
as well.

The rainy season has produced a remark-
able transformation in the barnyard. Gladys 
the goose, after four years of erratic conduct, 
quite unbecoming her species, has decided to 
start nesting. When I wrote about her some 
weeks ago, I vented about my frustrations 
on her inability to build a nest and begin the 
process of producing offspring. Now she 
has caught onto the motherhood role, and is 
being abetted by Lou, her devoted spouse, 
who reminds me not to come too near her 
site. I only can attribute this change to the 
rains inasmuch as Gladys always has rel-
ished wet weather.

The ground has become wet to the extent 

that slipping off the pavement or gravel path 
can lead to a towing job as involved as during 
any winter blizzard. Because of the abundant 
moisture in the soil, I set in motion the semi-
annual migration of the houseplants to the 
deck and yard, but now find they are being 
overwatered by Mother Nature, and need 
to be covered lest they drown. Plants, both 
potted and in ground, that normally wilt from 
lack of water, this spring are drooping from 
too much.

Each year our friend, Ray Sanford, tills the 
garden, but this year whenever we speak, the 
topic is setting a new date farther down the 
calendar in the hope that at some point the 
ground will be sufficiently dry to work. We 
should be having tomatoes by Labor Day, not 
the Fourth of July.

Louis Bromfield could transform this 
season into an American Rains Came, but 
he would need the perspective of our unique 
Northern Neck way of life whereby we sit 
and wait for the sun and dry ground, all the 
while regretting not having invested in stocks 
of companies that manufacture umbrellas.

Each year our friend, Ray 
Sanford, tills the garden, but 
this year whenever we speak, 
the topic is setting a new 
date farther down the calen-
dar in the hope that at some 
point the ground will be suf-
ficiently dry to work.

Focal Point

A family of Canada geese cruise Queen’s Creek in Hudgins.

Photo by Christi Lewis

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

We are witness to an inter-
esting universal conundrum: 
The bigger, more intrusive, 
and controlling government 
gets, the more people are dis-
satisfied with it. 

What do “the people” wish 
for?

Even bigger government 
taking over larger swaths of 
universal governance! Or, just 
as bad, to blow up the gov-
ernment just to see what will 
happen.

Perhaps a cadre of Jeffer-
sons, Madisons, Monroes, and 
the like will magically mate-
rialize and make it all better 
like a mama’s kiss. Don’t think 
Bernie, Hillary or Donald.

The U.S. election process 
makes a strong case for mon-
archy. It seems to be validat-
ing the position of the great 
philosophers who argued 
against the working class’s 
ability to wisely choose politi-
cal leaders. History can be so 
inconvenient.

In this time of uncertainty, 
one thing is becoming more 
certain. The next President 
of the U.S. will likely be a 
Clinton, if she is not indicted. 
Come to think about it, when 
she is done with the coun-
try, it will have devolved to 
a virtual monarchy with the 
Supreme Court morphed into 
the “Queen’s Court.”

This could unite the plod-
ding masses who will all be 
frightfully upset with Queen 
Hillary instead of each other.

Will the November election 
put Chelsea, of the Bill Hillary 
and Chelsea Foundation, first 

Hillary and
Donald, oh my

in line for the throne? Power. 
Influence. Greed. Money. The 
working class are drawn to it 
like moths to a flame. 

Think Hillary and Donald.
Paul Boyenga, 

Kilmarnock

As his constituents and 
as members of a Quaker 
community, we were dis-
appointed to see Rep. Rob 
Wittman’s support of HR 
4038, the American SAFE 
Act of 2015, restricting refu-
gee access to the U.S. based 
solely on religion or country 
of origin. 

It was a relief when the 
Senate refused to consider it 
in January.

 Since 1975, the U.S. has 
successfully resettled more 
than 3 million refugees. The 
U.S. has the most secure, 
vetted and robust refugee 
screening process in the 
world.

The entire vetting process, 
which includes biometric and 
investigatory background 
check, f ingerprints, photo-
graphs, and in-person inter-
views, takes 18 to 24 months. 

Syrian refugees also 
undergo iris scans to verify 
their identities and must 
prove that they are not affili-
ated with any terrorist group. 
While we acknowledge the 
importance of a robust vet-
ting process, we reject as 
fundamentally un-American 
the unequal or discrimina-
tory application of this pro-
cess based on religion or 
national origin. 

As a faith community, we 

Open hearts,
minds and doors

urge members of Congress 
to speak up and speak out 
against derogatory, inflam-
matory, and fear-mongering 
rhetoric about refugees; it 
has no place in response to 
any humanitarian crisis. 

We unequivocally oppose 
any legislation or proposal to 
prioritize Christian refugees 
at the the expense of Muslim 
refugees and individuals 
from other faiths resettling 
in the U.S. It is our respon-
sibility as Americans to wel-
come those most in need, 
offer refuge, and lift up our 
shared humanity. 

People around the U.S. are 
ready and willing to welcome 
refugees into their homes, 
communities and hearts. 
Higher walls do not make 
our communities safer or 
cause them to thrive; build-
ing stronger bridges does.

We are called as people of 
faith to work in community 
with and answer that of God 
in each person-we ask that 
Congress welcome refugees 
with open hearts and minds. 

Steven Griswold, clerk, 
Mattaponi Monthly Meeting 

of Friends, Cologne

May 21 is Armed Forces 
Day. We all have someone who 
has served or is serving all over 
the world.

Let us remember our brave 
men and women who are all 
keeping us free, in our thoughts 
and prayers. God Bless Amer-
ica.

Bernice McElroy,
Kilmarnock

Observe Armed
Forces Day

YOUR LETTERS

Which Donald Trump are 
we to believe? Do we believe 
the Trump that insults women, 
Mexicans, reporters, media, 
Sen. McCain or the Trump that 
makes fun of the disabled?

Do we believe him when he 
said he would ban Muslims 
from entering our country 
or when he says he wants to 
deport 11 million immigrants?

Maybe we believe he can 
really build a wall around our 
southern border and make 
Mexico pay for it. I wonder 
if he lied to any of the three 
women he married. I wonder 
if he lied when he was dating 
Marla Maples and was still 
married to his first wife. Did 
he lie to either of them when 
Marla had his child before they 
were married?

I wonder if he lied to any 
of the four companies that he 
took into bankruptcy. I wonder 
if the truth was given to all of 
the employees whose lives that 
he helped to wreck. 

How about the dreams that 
he shattered with the Trump 
University scheme that seems 
to be a sham. Do we include 
those with all the other shady 
deals and schemes he has pro-
moted?

Should we consider it a lie 
when he keeps moving the 
time table for the release of 
his tax return? I believed he 
was adamant when he said he 
would release them when the 
president released his birth cer-
tificate. That was done months 
ago. It is on him. 

Now you say your taxes 
are nobody’s business. I real-
ize your base supporters may 
believe that but a lot of us think 
differently about it.

Well I believe character 
counts for something.

He can’t seriously think he 
can make America great again 
by defaulting on our debt.

Someone said in politics 
as in life, ignorance is not a 
virtue.

Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

Trump lies matter

From a distance the Norris 
Bridge shows a classic and 
beautiful shape, but up close its 
superstructure needs paint and 
the roadway needs replacement. 
Folks stopped on the bridge can 
feel it sway in the wind and trem-
ble when heavy trucks pass by. 
Safety requires constant attention 
and repair. 

We all know the truth: We need 
a new bridge.

Understandably, some are 
asking: Why engage in a cam-
paign to block Dominion’s trans-
mission towers across the river 
when advocating for a new bridge 
is even more important? Why not 
wait for a new bridge, then run 
the wires under (or alongside) the 
bridge?

The answer is that Domin-
ion wants to build those towers 
now, and the state wants to wait 
another decade or two to start 
a new bridge. We are told that 
modern bridges are expected to 
last at least 75 years and are rarely 

Bury the lines,
build the bridge

replaced before then. The Norris 
Bridge is almost 60 years old, yet 
VDOT has suggested it might last 
another 40 years.

Local efforts are under way 
to lobby for its replacement, but 
even the most optimistic projec-
tion would not give us a new 
bridge for more than 10 years.  

Dominion has made it clear 
they will not wait to upgrade the 
lines across the Rappahannock. 
If they are allowed to do so with 
towers, those masses of concrete 
and steel will remain a perpetual 
scar across the river even when 
the new bridge is built. Imagine 
that—new bridge, ugly towers. 
Better to have a new bridge and 
unobstructed views of Virginia’s 
most beautiful river crossing.

We must continue to fight 
for the scenic value of our river 
and the economic health of our 
region. The power lines must be 
buried.  

Mickey Kendrick,
White Stone

There is an organized com-
munity effort focused on replac-
ing the Robert O. Norris Bridge. 
In addition there is letter written 
April 12, 2016, by Del. Margaret 
Ransone, signed by Del. Keith 
Hodges and Sen. Ryan McDou-
gle addressed to Aubrey Layne, 
Secretary of Transportation and 
chairman of the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board: 

“We respectfully request that 
the Secretary of Transporta-
tion and chairman of the Com-
monwealth Transportation 
Board immediately begin the 
process of appropriating funds 
for the design of a new bridge 
to replace the antiquated Norris 
Bridge through the House Bill 
2 process. Further, we request 
additional research be com-
pleted for federal and state funds 
which may be used to expedite 
this process.”

There is in fact a VDOT pro-
cess for having projects added to 
their priority list.

It is important to the fund-
ing of the bridge replacement 
project that we make our voices 
heard now. The public commen-
tary period closes May 27, 2016.

From the VDOT Website: 
“The public is invited to share 

comments on transportation 
projects that have been scored 
and recommended for funding 
through Virginia’s new data-
driven, prioritization process. 
The scoring is a key part of a 
new law, referred to as House 
Bill 2, to invest limited tax dol-
lars in the right transportation 
projects. The Commonwealth 
Transportation Board will con-
sider public comments as it 
develops the Six-Year Improve-
ment Program (FY 2017-
2022).”

The public can send notice to 
VDOT at ReplaceRobertONor-
risbridge.org, or Virginiadot.
org, ‘Input is needed on trans-
portation project scored and rec-
ommended for funding.”

It is unbelievable that some-
thing of this significance to the 
area has almost “slipped through 
the cracks.”

Susan Lovelady,
White Stone

Replace the 
antiquated bridge

May is National Hamburger 
Month and May 28 is National 
Hamburger Day. Talk about my 
kind of holiday! 

Americans eat nearly 50 bil-
lion burgers a year—that’s 3 
burgers a week, or about 150 
burgers a year, for everybody.

Given the popularity of the 
burger and my penchant for 
greasy medium rare ground beef, 
why didn’t I hear of this sooner?

After all, the cheeseburger is 
the perfect food—it’s got all the 
food groups on one bun—meat, 
fruit, dairy, veggies and grains.

By definition, a hamburger is a 
sandwich that includes a cooked 
meat patty, most likely beef, with 
a generous splattering of condi-
ments. 

The garnish can be any or all 
of the following: mustard, may-
onnaise, ketchup, steak sauce, 
barbecue sauce, hot sauce, salsa, 
chili, egg, bacon, lettuce, tomato, 
onion, green pepper, hot banana 
pepper, mushrooms, gravy, 
relish, pickles, salt, black pepper, 
seafood seasoning, cheddar, 
American, swiss or blue cheese. 
Or not.

Some folks like them naked, 
although sans clothing is not 
always an option.

And where would we be with-
out some trivia on the side? 

The term “hamburger” comes 
from “Hamburg Steak,” first 
recorded in English in 1884. 

A form of pounded beef, 
“Hamburg Steak” was common 
in Hamburg. Germany, in the 
middle of the 19th century. The 
recipe was brought to North 
America by large numbers of 
people emigrating from Ger-
many.

According to the Library of 
Congress, Louis Lassen of Louis 
Lunch sandwich shop in New 
Haven, Conn., invented the ham-
burger as we know it in 1900.

However, hamburgers didn’t 
really catch on in the U.S. until 
the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair.

White Castle is the oldest 
hamburger chain in the U.S. 
Walter A. Anderson and E.W. 
Ingram opened the first one in 
Wichita, Kans., in 1921. Their 
Slider, a 100% beef patty with 
onions, and a pickle, sold for a 
nickel.

Brothers Dick and Mac 
McDonald opened their first 
hamburger stand in 1948 in San 
Bernardino, Calif.

Ray Kroc eventually opened 
his first McDonald’s franchise in 
1955 in Des Plaines, Ill.

The Big Mac, introduced in 
1968, sold for 49 cents.

The Hamburger Hall of Fame 
is in Seymour, Wis.

McDonald’s, the most popu-
lar hamburger restaurant in the 
U.S., sells 75 hamburgers every 
second.

Jamie McMurray drives 
the McDonald’s/Cessna car in 
NASCAR Sprint Cup competi-
tion.

Jimmy Buffett’s “Cheese-
burger in Paradise,” is the most 
popular burger song.

Fire up the grill, it’s burger 
time!
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Bon Secours wants to take a moment to honor the men 

and women who serve as the Middle Peninsula and Northern 

Neck’s brave EMS teams and firefighters. Thank you for your 

sacrifice and all the work you do every day to give us good 

help for a lifetime.

answering a call
no one else can

RAPPAHANNOCK GENERAL HOSPITAL

Do you remember?
This undated photo shows what is believed to be the Merry Point Ferry. Anyone 
who can offer more information on this photo is urged to call Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn, 296-0930. “Do you remember?” is a public service of 
the Kilmarnock Museum

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the May 18, 1906, issue of the 

Virginia Citizen)

Some Boat Notes
The Rappahannock Marine Railway Co., 

at Weems, last week completed a gasoline 
boat for the Whealton Packing Co., Whealton 
(Morattico), to be used in their oyster business 
on the seaside.

Steamer Calvert ran ashore at the mouth of 
Carters Creek Saturday morning, where she 
remained several hours before being floated. 
The white beacon light was struck by her and 
knocked down.

Capt. H. C. Bayton, with steamer Dr. W. J. 
Newbill, left Monday for Baltimore, where  he 
will run excursions this summer. Capt. A. J. 
Hamilton piloted the boat up the bay, returning 
Wednesday morning.

Steamer Westmoreland, of the M. D. & V. 
line, was in collision with steamer Baltimore, 
of the York River line, Thursday night of last  
week, damaging the prow and some of the 
upper work of of the former boat.

Miskimon
Mathias Dunaway has a litter of foxhound 

pups. Any one desiring pedigree and prices can 
secure same by addressing Miskimon Kennels, 
Miskimon, Va.

C. E. Dawson has purchased for his son, 
Wharton, the 135 acre farm, “Plain View” near 
Broun’s Store.

Z. A. Gill is at work on a beautiful pastel 
portrait of Miss Homozelle Walker.

The three saw-mills located near have 
recently been moved away.

Marvin A. Gill was visiting in the neighbor-
hood recently.

Mrs. Bessie Crowther, of Reedville, visited 
her mother recently.

No services were held at Edgely last Sunday 
owing to the death of Mrs. Kelley, of Rehoboth 
Church, whose funeral was conducted by the 
pastor.

Lively
C. W. Clark and Hubbard Haynie have 

returned from Baltimore and Washington, 
where they spent their time.

We are glad to see William Keyser much 
improved in health.

Mrs. T. J. Clark, accompanied by her daugh-
ter, Miss Hattie, spent Monday with her sister 
near Nuttsville.

T. J. Clark, and son, Carroll, were in Irving-
ton Sunday.

Mr. Hall, of White Stone, spent Saturday and 
Sunday with his friends at at this place.

Miss Sadie Norris, after spending a while 
with her aunt at Millenbeck, has returned 
home.

Irvington
Miss Pearl Dix returned Molusk, last week. 

She is spending this week at White Stone.
Capt. J. E. Bussells left last week for his fac-

tory on Cockrells Creek for the season’s fish-
ing.

The dwellings of M. P. Jones, Jno., R. Davis, 
J. W. Pittman, Orris James and Harry Hopkins 
are being painted.

Monday next is Lancaster court. Representa-
tives of the Virginia Citizen and our home Fire 
Association will be on hand.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The Northumberland 
County Democratic Party 
will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
May 19, at the Northumber-
land Public Library, 7204 
Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville. 

“We will continue to dis-
cuss the current problems 

with the Northumberland 
County School Board,” said 
chairman Frank Kober.

The guest speaker will 
be  Ann H. Kloeckner, Esq., 
executive director of Rappah-
annock Legal Services, Inc., 
a private nonprofit law firm 
representing low-income cli-

ents in civil legal matters.
Kloeckner, a gradu-

ate of Swarthmore College 
and Villanova University 
School of Law, has, over a 
30-year career, specialized 
in poverty law and represen-
tation of domestic violence 
survivors.

Northumberland Democrats to discuss school issues

The Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee 
(LCDC) will meet Monday, 
May 23, at the Chesapeake 
Bank Training Center, 35 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

The meeting will open 
at 6:30 p.m. for a short 
social. At 7 p.m., the formal 
program will include business 
essentials, a recap of Dining 
with Dems, and planning 
for upcoming and ongoing 
events, followed by the eve-
ning’s program. 

The speaker will be Kather-
ine Keith, founder and direc-
tor of the volunteer organi-
zation, My Grandmother’s 
House, reported vice chair-
man Nick Magnani. The orga-
nization provides baby and 
toddler supplies and equip-
ment, at no charge, to families 
in need in the Northern Neck.

My Grandmother’s House 
takes preschool food, sup-
plies, clothing and equip-
ment to families through a 
mobile “shop” which appears 

on a regular schedule at vari-
ous locations throughout the 
Northern Neck, and deliv-
ers to families when needed, 
said Magnani. The organi-
zation has a home base at 
2220 Morattico Road, Nutts-
ville.

Keith has been a week-
end resident in the Northern 
Neck since 2009, and a full-
time resident since retiring in 
2013, as head of The Howard 
Gardner School in Alexan-
dria. 

‘My Grandmother’s House’ presentation slated May 23

The 99th District Tea Party 
on Tuesday, May 24, will host 
John Adams. 

The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. at the Upper Lancaster 
Ruritan Club, 3989 Whi-
techapel Road, Lively. Pizza 
and beverages will be served, 
said vice president Lyn Neira.

Adams is a candidate for 
Virginia attorney general 
to replace Mark Herring in 
2017, said Neira. Adams is a 
distinguished graduate with 
a degree in economics from 
Virginia Military Institute. 

He also graduated from the 
University of Virginia School 
of Law, served in the U.S. 
Navy, deployed to the Middle 
East and Central America, 
clerked with Justice Clarence 
Thomas on the U.S. Supreme 
Court,  served as federal 
prosecutor in the U. S. Attor-
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ney’s Richmond office and 
has led a team of more than 
50 attorneys in private prac-
tice. Adams currently leads 
the government investiga-

tions department at McGuire 
Woods.

Adams believes his deep 
Constitutional experience 
and conservative legal back-
ground will defeat Herring in 
2017, said Neira. Many citi-
zens cried foul when Herring 
refused to support the Vir-
ginia Constitution and uphold 
the laws of Virginia, despite 
taking the oath to do so.

Adams has filed many 
appellate briefs, including 
in the Supreme Court, on 
behalf of religious liberty. 
He has prosecuted violent 
criminals, white-collar felons 
and corrupt public officials 
in the U.S. Attorney Gener-
al’s Office in Richmond. He 
supported strongly the legal 
defense of both Hobby Lobby 
and the Little Sisters of the 
Poor.

Chesapeake Bay Awareness 
Week will be celebrated from 
June 4-12 in Virginia, Maryland 
and Pennsylvania.

Recognizing the rich history, 
pivotal economic importance, 
and astounding beauty of the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed, 
members of the Chesapeake Bay 
Commission worked collabora-
tively in seeking passage of reso-
lutions designating a week-long 
recognition of the Chesapeake 
Bay.

Through this designation, the 
legislatures encourage residents 
and environmental and educa-
tional groups to host events, 
activities, and educational pro-
grams to increase awareness of 
the importance of the Chesa-
peake Bay to the states, region 

Legislators designate June 4-12
Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week

The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 24, at the Chesa-
peake Bank Training Center, 
35 School Street, Kilmarnock. 

The agenda will include 
reports on scholarship awards 
from class night and officer 
and committee reports. There 
also will be a report on the 
recent area 14 meeting, said 
Lloyd Hill. 

A discussion on voting and 
registration strategies will con-
tinue, he said. 

NAACP to meet

and U.S.
“Public engagement and 

awareness were critical to 
achieving the water quality 
improvements we’ve witnessed 
thus far,”  said Maryland Sen. 
Thomas Middleton, commission 
chairman. “Bay Awareness Week 
will reinvigorate the public, 
engage new partners and help 
us meet our Chesapeake Water-
shed Agreement commitment to 
increase the number and diver-
sity of local citizen stewards and 
local governments that actively 
support and carry out conserva-
tion and restoration.”

“We urge watershed residents 
to join us in becoming more bay 
aware and during the second 
week of June, host events, activi-
ties, and educational programs to 

increase awareness of the Chesa-
peake Bay in your own com-
munity,” said Virginia Del. Scott 
Lingamfelter, vice chairman.



A8   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Sole Meunière 
with Balsamic 

Brown Butter Sauce

 4 (6-ounce) sole fillets, skin removed
 2 cups milk
 SECRET INGREDIENT
 2 tbsps. olive oil
 1 cup flour
 Salt, pepper
 4 tbsps. chopped parsley
 6 tbsps. butter
 1 to 2 tbsps. balsamic vinegar
 Lemon slices, for garnish

Soak fillets in milk for 20 mins. Remove and pat dry. Season 
with salt and SECRET INGREDIENT. Heat 1 tbsp. oil over 
medium heat in 2 large pans. Put flour, salt and pepper into dish 
and dredge fillets. Shake off excess. Dip in milk and dredge again. 
Cook over medium heat for 2 to 3 mins. per side, until golden 
brown. Place fillets on platter, sprinkle with parsley. For sauce: 
Heat butter in pan until it browns. Remove; stir in balsamic 
vinegar. Pour sauce over fish and garnish with lemon slices.

Today from the Bay.
Freshly Caught. Freshly Served.

A Meal Worth Sharing

www.CommonwealthAL.com

Call or visit and we’ll share the  
SECRET INGREDIENT!

Farnham | 804-410-4713
Kilmarnock | 804-208-0299

we partner with Virginia fisherman for fresh seafood.  
This is one of our favorite recipes, but we’ve left out one ingredient.

Mathews Country Galleria
29 Brickbat Road, Mathews, VA 23109

(804) 815 - 9481

P. Buckley Moss signing
Saturday, June 4th, 2016
4:00 p.m. until  8:00 p.m.

Also showing 
Turner Sculpture, Nancy Richard West,  
and several local artists and artisans

Refreshments served 

Store hours:  Tuesday to Saturday
10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard May 6 in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

The case of Allen Conaway 
of Wicomico Church, charged 
with probation violation on one 
felony and three misdemeanor 
convictions, was continued to 
May 27.

The case of Jerevon R. Hen-
derson of Lancaster, charged 
with probation violation on a 
felony conviction, was contin-
ued to May 27.

In the case of Purcell O’Neil 
Owens of Mollusk, charged 
with probation violation on a 
misdemeanor conviction, dis-
position was deferred to Octo-
ber 28.

Patrick Meis of Chesapeake 
was not served on a probation 
violation on a misdemeanor 
conviction. The case was con-
tinued to May 27.

Deondre Lampkin of Heaths-
ville was sentenced to an addi-
tional year of supervised proba-
tion on a probation violation for 
a felony conviction.

Pamela F. Ellis’s charge of 
probation violation of a misde-
meanor conviction was dropped 
after Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jan Smith said she is living 
in Washington state.

The case of Terell Lamarr 
Gilreath of Weems, charged 
with five felonies of manufac-
turing a controlled substance, 
was continued to May 27.

The case of Lionel Lemont 
Baker of Kilmarnock, charged 
with felony manufacture of a 
controlled substance, was con-
tinued to May 27.

The case of Daryl Collin 
Mitchell of Lancaster, facing 
trial for two felony charges of 
manufacturing a controlled 
substance, was continued to 
May 27.

The case of Jerel Lamar 
Newton of White Stone, facing 
five felony charges of manufac-
turing a controlled substance, 
was continued to September 23. 

The case of Crystal Victoria 
Rucker of Heathsville, facing 
trial on a felony charge of grand 
larceny charge, was continued 
to June 13.

The case of Brandon Jeron 
Curry of Burgess, charged with 
felony abduction by force and 
strangulation/wounding, was 
continued to May 27.

The case of Alexys Yvonne 
Carter of Kilmarnock, facing 
trial on felony charge of mali-
cious wounding, was continued 

Middlesex Mardi Gras Committee
Thanks You For Your

    Contributions!!

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson to May 27.

The case of Paul Avery Cock-
rell of Kilmarnock, charged 
with felony manufacturing of 
a controlled substance, was set 
for a bond hearing June 10 and 
trial July 8.

The case of George Edward 
Smith of Lancaster, charged 
with felony manufacturing of 
a controlled substance, was set 
for trial July 8. 

Jerel Lamar Newton of White 
Stone was arraigned on felony 
manufacturing a controlled 
substance. Trial was set for Sep-
tember 23.

Dwayne Dante Noel of 
Newport News was granted a 
$15,000 secured bond. Trial 
on felony manufacturing a 
controlled substance and mis-
demeanor possession of mari-
juana was set for July 8.

Tevin Letron Ball of Farn-
ham was arraigned on two new 
charges in a felony abduction 
and rape case. Trial was set for 
May 27.

Muzaffar Iqbal Bunglawala 
was arraigned on two felony 
rape and abduction charges 
and two misdemeanor assault 
and battery and sexual bat-
tery charges. The defendant is 
in Maryland. Trial was set for 
June 10.

Russell L. Dodson was 

LOTTSBURG—On May 10, 
the Woman’s Club of Northum-
berland County (WCNC) hosted 
artist Stukey Starkey and Kathy 
Phillips of Operation Smile.

Starkey displayed several of 
her hand-made mosaics and pre-
sented a slide show while dis-
cussing the method of creating 
beautiful mosaic items, reported 
Donna Cummings.  

Starkey supports the arts 
through mosaic workshops with 
children and adults. She is presi-
dent and coordinator of chil-
dren’s education at the Rappah-
annock Art League and Studio 
Gallery in Kilmarnock.

Starkey will offer Summer 
Fun Workshops for parents or 

grandparents and their children. 
Phillips gave a brief presenta-

tion about Operation Smile, said 
Cummings. The WCNC made 
a $2,300 donation in Decem-
ber, which will pay for approxi-
mately 10 surgeries.  At the 
meeting members donated 49 
homemade blankets, 20 stuffed 
animals and  assorted shampoos 
and soaps.

The WCNC is open to all 
women. The WCNC meets at 
12:30 p.m. on second Tuesdays 
September through June at the 
WCNC Clubhouse, 2890 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Lotts-
burg. Each month the WCNC 
hosts a guest speaker and serves 
desserts.

From left are Sukey Starkey and president Judy Rossi.

WCNC hosts two speakers
From left are Judy Rossi, Kathy Phillips and Brenda 
Dobson.

arraigned on eight felony rape 
and abduction charges. He was 
granted a court appointed attor-
ney. A pre-trial motion hearing 
was set for June 10 and trial 
August 5.

Latoya Amber Jones of 
Warsaw pled guilty to felony 
petit larceny. It was her third 
conviction. She was given three 
days active jail time on a three-
year sentence.

Ernest O’Neil Kelley’s 
arraignment on five felony 
charges of breaking into a house 
armed, destruction of property 
and larceny and two misde-
meanor firearm charges was 
continued to July 22. Deputies 
were unable to serve him.

Lauren Ashley Mashaal was 
to be arraigned on seven felony 

forgeries, grand larceny, enter-
ing a home to commit assault 
and battery and receiving stolen 
goods. Deputies were unable to 
serve her. The case was contin-
ued to June 24.

The case of Norma Jean 
Super, arraigned on a felony 
charge of grand larceny, was set 
for trial June 24. 

Eric James Teel was sched-
uled for arraignment on three 
felonies of grand larceny, enter-
ing a house to commit assault 
and battery and receiving stolen 
goods. The case was continued 
to June 24.

The case of Matthew Lee 
Hathaway of Lancaster, charged 
with six felonies and 30 misde-
meanors, was set for bench trial 
June 10.


