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WARSAW—Rappahannock Com-
munity College will hold its 44th 
annual commencement ceremony at 
6:30 p.m. tomorrow, May 13, on the 
front lawn at RCC’s Warsaw Campus, 
52 Campus Drive, Warsaw.

College officials have invited Judge 
R. Michael McKenney, who has 
recently been elected by the Virginia 
General Assembly to the bench of the 
15th Judicial Circuit Court, to address 
the Class of 2016, reported public 
relations and marketing coordinator 
Tom Martin.     

Judge McKenney graduated from 
Northumberland High School in 1976 
and from RCC in 1982. Later, he went 
to Mary Washington College and the 
T. C. Williams School of Law at the 
University of Richmond.

While at RCC, McKenney was 
active in student government, repre-
senting the college at the Center for 
the Study of the Presidency in Wash-
ington, D.C. He was influenced by 
RCC’s Phil Semsch, a professor of 
government and history, who intro-
duced him to the Hon. Tayloe Murphy 
in 1981. McKenney worked in Mur-
phy’s successful campaign for the 
Virginia House of Delegates that year, 
and served as his legislative aide from 
1983 through 1990. 

After graduating from law school, 
McKenney returned home to the 
Northern Neck, where he joined the 
practice of Smith, Murphy and Talia-
ferro, and also taught government at 
RCC.

He was elected Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Northumberland County 
in 1995, and was instrumental in the 
formation of the Multi-Jurisdictional 
Grand Jury for the Northern Neck. In 
2009, he became judge of the Juve-
nile and Domestic Relations District 
Court, presiding in the counties of 
Essex, Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Richmond and Westmoreland. He 
serves on the nominating committee 
for the Judicial Council of District 
Court Judges, and is a member of 
the judicial liaison committee to the 
Department of Juvenile Justice.  

A program McKenney formed in 
Richmond County to improve court 
practices covering foster care and 
children’s issues is the first of its kind 
to partner with a community college. 
RCC president Elizabeth Crowther 
is a charter member. Other programs 
across the state are following suit. 

McKenney has served on numer-
ous boards and committees, including 

WHITE STONE—The Rappah-
annock River topped the “Natural, 
Historic and Cultural Resources 
Threatened by Utility Infrastructure 
Statewide” category of Preservation 
Virginia’s Most Endangered Historic 
Places released last week.

The organization chose historic Pop 
Castle overlooking the Rappahannock 
River and Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge to make its announcement. 

Justin Sarafin, director of preserva-
tion initiatives and engagement, told 
a group of about a dozen citizens that 
the state’s rich history attracts tourists 
from all over the nation and the world 
and is a driver in generating revenue 
and creating jobs. 

“Viewsheds on the Rappahannock 
are an example” of areas that look 
nearly as they did when the first Eng-
lish settlers came to Virginia and have 

the potential to strengthen the local 
community’s economy and heritage 
tourism and offer a glimpse into the 
special history of the area, said Sarafin. 

He said statewide utility infrastruc-
ture proposals like Dominion Power’s 
proposed transmission towers threaten 
key natural and historic resources and 
thus, the health of the tourism indus-
try, the jobs they create and the local 
businesses that benefit financially. 

“From the Mountain Valley and 
Atlantic Coast pipelines, to the build-
ing of electrical transmission line 
towers alongside the Norris Bridge, 
the visual disruptions threaten the 
integrity of historic districts,” he said. 
“The cumulative negative effects on 
our heritage can be substantial and 
unprecedented.”

Sarafin noted that this year’s list 
brings attention to the statewide 
threats. “Jamestown is our pride and 
joy. So we understand where you are.”

Jamestown was saved because of 
a local group of citizens fighting 
against utility lines across the James 
River, he said.

In the 2016 General Assembly, HB 
908 was introduced which would 
require new utility line routes first 
avoid historic sites and “work with the 
Department of Natural Resources” for 
balancing between preserving historic 
places and carefully sighting utility 
corridors, he said. A study committee 
will meet this summer to take up the 
bill’s goals, according to the organiza-
tion’s literature.

Meanwhile, Dominion Power 
issued a related statement noting, 
“Dominion has served communi-
ties across Virginia like the Northern 
Neck for more than 100 years, and we 
have deep roots in these communities, 
some going back generations. So we 
have a genuinely personal stake in 
preserving Virginia’s historic and cul-

tural treasures.
“Energy infrastructure is critical 

and needs to be developed in a way 
that preserves our rich heritage for 
the benefit of future generations. That 
is why we go to tremendous lengths 
when planning infrastructure projects 
to identify and minimize impacts to 
historic and cultural sites. The pro-
posed project to rebuild an existing 
overhead line across the Rappahan-
nock River takes into consideration 
infrastructure currently in place, the 
visage, the historic importance of the 
area and the economic importance 
that tourism has to the community.

“Our proposed project shifts the 
current overhead line off the bridge 
by approximately 85 feet. The shift 
will have a minimal impact to view-
shed, but it will make a tremendous 
difference to more than 19,000 cus-
tomers who rely on the line to provide 
safe, reliable electricity.”

Two area historic sites are declared 
endangered by Preservation Virginia
Preservation Virginia, a nonprofit organization 

based in Richmond, on May 3 announced its 
annual list of Most Endangered Historic Places, 
including a Rappahannock River viewshed and 
Howland Chapel Graded School in Heathsville.

The Rappahannock River near White Stone, 
Coleman Mills near Wintergreen and Union Hill in 
Buckingham County were listed in a new category, 
“Natural, Historic and Cultural Resources Threat-
ened by Utility Infrastructure Projects Statewide.”

Other sites announced last week include Afri-
can American cemeteries statewide, the General 
Assembly Building Complex in Richmond, Oak 
Hill Slave Dwelling near Danville and Westwood 
Tract in Richmond.

The Hon. R. Michael McKenney

Distinguished
RCC graduate 
will speak at 
commencement

River near the Norris Bridge as an endangered resource because of Dominion Power’s proposed transmission towers.

Rapphannock River vista added to endangered list

Former Howland Chapel Graded School students, from left, are Elsie Horton, Ethel Christian, Algeria 

announcement ceremony. 

Howland Chapel Graded School preservation efforts acknowledged
HEATHSVILLE—Howland Chapel 

Graded School and Teachers Cottage 
near Heathsville are among the Com-
monwealth’s “Most Endangered His-
toric Places,” according to Preservation 
Virginia. 

The school was constructed two 
years after the Civil War ended and was 
funded by New York educator, reformer, 
and philanthropist Emily Howland to 
serve the children of former slaves.

Louis Malon, director of preserva-
tion services, last week indicated the 
threat to the school and cottage is that 
they require stabilization and repair as a 
result of deterioration and disuse. 

In order to preserve the historic site, 
the plans are to use the restored school-
house as a museum, community center, 
and adult education facility by 2018, 
said Malon. 

To be successful in the preservation, 
funding is necessary, but the committee 
for the site has already funded the sta-
bilization of the foundations and walls 
and is ready to paint both structures and 
replace the footings and two porches 
on the cottage by the end of 2016, said 
Malon.

Following the announcement, former 

by Audrey Thomasson

by Madison White Franks

students spoke of their personal memo-
ries of the school when they attended 
first through fourth grades in the 1940s 
and 1950s. 

“We have the foundation but the 
memories matter,” said Howland 
Chapel Museum co-chairman Carlton 
Lewis, explaining how the committee 
will reach its goal in preserving the 
school and teacher’s cottage. 

“Howland was a close-knit commu-

nity. It is said that it takes a village to 
raise a child and if we were bad, parents 
knew about it before we got home,” said 
former student Algeria Tate. “Not only 
do I have the memories of being a stu-
dent, but it has been a family which is 
important to the preservation of How-
land.” 

Tate also talked about how Howland 
Chapel Graded School was referred to 
as the first “integrated school.” 

“As it has been told, white children 
went to school during the day, and black 
children went at night, so it [Howland] 
was referred to as possibly the first 
‘integrated’ school even though they 
did not have classes together,” said Tate.

“With today being National Teacher’s 
Day, it is a wonderful thing that you 
are doing to honor your past teachers,” 
said Northumberland County Historical 
Society’s Margaret Forrester. GRADUATION, continued on page A2
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Rose Nygaard & Her Studentsthe State Water Control Board. 
His volunteer service includes 
the Callao Volunteer Fire 
Department (life member) and 
the Northumberland County 
Little League (Charter Board 
member). He is a member and 
past lay leader of Henderson 
United Methodist Church.  

Judge McKenney’s wife and 
daughter are both RCC gradu-
ates, and his son currently 
attends classes at RCC as a 
student of the Chesapeake Bay 
Governor’s School.

Associate professor of 
English and reading Glenda 
Lowery will bear the college 
mace in the ceremony proces-
sion and Jerry J. Peters Jr. of 
Middlesex County will repre-
sent the graduates.

CLARAVILLE—Angry par-
ents and church groups demanded 
answers from members of the 
school board Monday over a vari-
ety of problems in Northumber-
land County public schools. 

What began as an orderly 
meeting with members working 
together, soon fell apart when 
it came to public comments. 
Citizens wanted to know who 
accessed confidential student 
records, whose records were 
viewed and what disciplinary 
action the board intended to take 
against the board member and the 
employee who allowed access. 
Other parents addressed disci-
pline issues and the lack of timely 
communications with parents.

Board chairman Dean Sumner 
addressed the confidential 
records issue, but not to the satis-
faction of some 150 parents. 

“Everything has been handled 
according to FERPA (Federal 
Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act),”  he said from the 

stage of the Northumberland 
High School auditorium.

When asked why the board 
needed to hire a Richmond attor-
ney rather than employing a local 
attorney, Sumner replied they 
needed an attorney who special-
izes in school law.

“Why did it take over 90 days” 
to notify parents that their chil-
dren’s records may have been 
compromised, asked Terri Cole-
man.

Sumner acknowledged the 
board made mistakes and was 
slow to respond, mostly because 
they had to consult with their 
attorney on the law and how they 
should handle the issue.

“I found out through the news-
paper,” said Sherrie Seldon. “I 
should have found out through 
the school.”

Kitty Creeth reprimanded 
members for not knowing their 
own policies and procedures.

“You should be trained before 
you get on the board,” she said. 
“You are here for the students 
and what’s best for them. What 

kind of discipline action is being 
taken?” 

Addressing board member 
Dana O’Bier, who was previ-
ously named as the person who 
accessed confidential files, Creeth 
said, “…you know whose records 
you asked to see.” She noted it was 
O’Bier’s legal responsibility to 
release those names to the parents.

“The board seems cavalier 
about this whole incident,” said 
Lorraine Wright. “We can’t allow 
this to go on.” Wright threatened 
petitioning for a recall election 
for O’Bier.

Rev. Linwood Blizzard of 
Macedonia Baptist Church also 
called for the board to notify par-
ents whose child’s records were 
accessed. “It’s important for us to 
have clarity for what happened.”

Rev. Travis Copeland of Cal-
vary Baptist Church said he 
brought a large number of his 
Kilmarnock congregation to the 
meeting. He expressed concern 
for unjust disciplinary action 
against a student. “We want 
elected officials to see us as one, 

standing in unity,” he said.
Other parents complained that 

an uncertified gym teacher was 
filling in as assistant principal and 
that there is a lack of consistency 
in discipline at the schools.

Discussing the number of 
fights taking place on campus, 
one parent asked, “Where’s the 
resource officer? Why isn’t he 
doing his job?”

By a 5-0 vote, the board 
approved a letter that will be sent 
to middle school parents about 
the records incident.

Member Gerald Howard voted 
to send the letter, but said he 
didn’t think it would do any good 
because it was sent too late and 
didn’t have any substance.

“My interest from the very 
beginning is protecting the board, 
protecting the students,” he said.

After the meeting, Howard 
said he was proud of the citizens 
of Northumberland County for 
standing up to be heard.

“They may not have 100% of 
the information correct, but they 
had most of it,” he said.

Termed an international voyaging 
canoe, Hokule‘a began as a dream 

of reviving the legacy of exploration, 
courage and ingenuity that brought the 
first Polynesians to the archipelago of 
Hawaii, according to hokulea.com.

In March, the canoe made its historic 
first touch on the mainland U.S. in the 

Everglades of Florida. 
The Hokule‘a arrived at Buzzard’s 

Point Marina on Cockrell Creek May 8 
and set sail for Tangier Island May 9, 
reported Justin Bowis of Buzzard’s Point 
Marina.

Old Town Alexandria is the scheduled 
next stop, then on to Washington, D.C., 

and to New York City where the crew 
will celebrate World Oceans Day on 
June 8. 

Hokule‘a represents the desire to pro-
tect the most cherished values and places 
from disappearing. Follow her location 
live for the most up-to-date information 
at hokulea.com.

 Photo by Justin Bowis

Hokule‘a makes overnight stop in Reedville

Parents seek answers and actions
regarding breach of student records

by Audrey Thomasson

Graduation
continued from page A1

FREDERICKSBURG—
Route 3 traffic will be reduced 
to one lane on the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
on Monday, May 16, Tuesday, 
May 17, and Wednesday, May 
18, for repairs to the bridge’s 
concrete travel surface.

Bridge traffic will be 
reduced to one lane from 7 
p.m. to 6 a.m. each evening, 
weather permitting, according 
to the Virginia Department of 
Transportation. Motorists will 
be guided through the work 
zone by a flagging crew and 
pilot vehicle.

Crews will place new con-
crete over a 44-foot-long sec-
tion of the bridge’s travel sur-
face. The concrete will fill in 
an area removed on April 18 
after a portion of the concrete 
travel surface deteriorated. 
Temporary asphalt was placed 
until a permanent concrete 
repair could be scheduled.

The work had been sched-
uled for May 3 through 5, but 
was cancelled due to rain.

Message boards will be 
posted on routes leading to 
the bridge in Middlesex and 
Lancaster counties to notify 
motorists of the overnight lane 
closures next week.

Norris Bridge 
deck repairs
rescheduled
for May 16-18

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club will sponsor Refuse 

To Be A Victim, a crime prevention and personal safety seminar, 
from 17 to 9 p.m. May 18 and 25 at Chesapeake Bank Training 
Center, 35 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which includes all program materials and light 
refreshments. Pre-registration is required. Register at refuse.
nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-victim.aspx; rprclub.com; 410-5905 or 
NNRTBAV@gmail.com. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Planning Commis-
sion on May 9 discussed whether 

the commercial and industrial 
ordinance to make it consistent 
with the way businesses are 
evolving in town.

Planning and zoning direc-
tor Marshall Sebra suggested an 
amendment to allow an overlap 
within the general commercial 
and industrial zoning districts 
because as it is written now, the 
two ordinances overlap in certain 
aspects.

Commission member Neill 
Shultz said that if a particular 
business is going to be indoors 
and certain parameters are met, 
he does not see a problem with 

Kilmarnock Planning Commission considers
conformity for commercial and industrial uses

by Madison White Franks

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. today, May 12, in the Courts 
Building, 220 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.   

Supervisors will hear from the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation Northern Neck Resi-
dency, school superintendent Dr. 
Rebecca Gates, Sarah Weakley of 
The Haven Shelter and Services 
and Rappahannock Community 
College president Dr. Elizabeth 
“Sissy” Crowther.

Supervisors will conduct 
public hearings at 7 p.m. on two 
land use applications and a deci-
sion will be made on a tabled 
request from April.

Owner Lilian Lumber Com-
pany and applicant Verizon Wire-
less seek an extension of the 12 
months originally granted to 
complete the construction of a 
195-foot communications tower 
in Reedville. 

Robert and Sharon Watson 
seek an exception to the Chesa-
peake Bay Act in order to allow 
an existing accessory structure 
within the Resource Protection 
Area along Mill Creek, 1513 
Harding Road, Remo. 

 A decision is expected on an 
application submitted by Susan 
Fox seeking an exception to the 
Chesapeake Bay Act to construct 
a single-family dwelling within 
the resource protection area 
along Henry’s Creek at the end of 
Sandy Run Trail.

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton Town Council will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. today, May 12, jun 
the Town Hall, 235 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington.

Council will continue discus-
sions on a town real estate tax 
rate. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
town council will convene at 
7 p.m. Monday, May 16, in the 
Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

Council will conduct a public 
hearing and first reading of the 
proposed 2017 fiscal year budget. 
The town manager’s draft shows 
a general revenue fund total of 
$4.7 million and a utility system 
total of $1.06 million for a total of 
$6.3 million. The general revenue 
fund is higher than in past years 
due to the sale of the former town 
office property for $415,000, a 
$300,000 storm water grant, and 
$2 million in grants and bonds for 
the Town Centre Park. 

Land Planning Design Associ-
ates (LPDA) representatives will 
discuss park planning. Council 
also will discuss a resolution in 
support of planning and zoning 
director Marshall Sebra’s grant 
applications to fund the park. 

zoning districts, but having solar 

energy for your home,” said 
Sebra. 

“This could be an issue, but it 
could be okay if the solar panels 
are in the right place,” said 
Spivey.

If the solar panels are large 
in size, it could impact neigh-
bors, but people could just have 
smaller panels, said Raymond. 

The subject of solar panels will 

be discussed more at the June 
meeting. 

Nunn noted there was a recent 
letter to the editor in the Rappah-
annock Record indicating a need 
for sidewalks that are handicap 
accessible. 

“We are sensitive to the needs 
of our citizens,” said Nunn, but 
he suggested that if any member 
of the public has a concern about 
something within the town, to 
come to the town meetings.

an overlap. He asked if industrial 
zoning would cause people to 
consider wastewater more exten-
sively.

Sebra noted there are tighter 
regulations in these types of 
zoning districts. 

Member John Raymond 
questioned what considerations 
should be addressed regarding 
machinery utilized by industrial-
type businesses and what chemi-
cal solvents would be necessary 
for operation. The issues could 
raise concerns of environmental 
impact, he noted.

Within the existing commer-
cial and industrial zoning ordi-
nances, he doesn’t know of any 

property owners, said Sebra. 
However, he indicated he could 
investigate what other locali-
ties have done with this type of 
zoning issue.         

“We want to be receptive of 
new business without many bar-
riers,” said Sebra. 

The commission took no 
action related to the ordinance 
discussion. 

“Anything that we can do to 
bring business to the town, we 
should do it,”said commission 
member Albert Nunn. 
Other items 

During the comment period, 
commission member Leslie 
Spivey brought up the subject 
of solar panels and what the 
regulations would be if a resident 
requested solar panels.

Chairman Ann Towner asked 
Sebra what would happen if 
someone wanted to put up solar 
panels.

“Someone could just do it 
because the town does not have a 
use regulation for power genera-
tion within the commercial and 

The Agenda
Local Government News

NEWS BREAK
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

“SAMSON”
Motorcoach Tour

Sight & Sound Theatre

Amish Countryside Tour, Dutch Apple 
Dinner Theatre featuring “Anything Goes”; 
Amish Quilt & Craft Shop; Kitchen Kettle 
Village & Bird in Hand Farmer’s Market

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us--we’re going places”

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office seeks information 
regarding an unsolved crime.

In July 2010 in the 300 
block of Nuttsville Road in 
Lancaster County, there was a 
party. It is estimated that this 
party was attended by a couple 
of hundred people. 

During the early morning 
hours of July 18, an argument 
started and a fight followed. 
During the fight shots were 
fired and a young female, 
Jasmine Smith, was shot and 
killed. 

Detectives believe that there 
were several people who wit-
nessed this shooting and are asking that anyone who might 
have seen this shooting, in part or whole, call the Lan-
caster County Crime Solvers, 462-7463. Any information, 
whether you witnessed or heard about it, will be helpful. 

 Lancaster County Crime Solvers pays rewards up to 
$1,000 for information that leads to an arrest. 

You will not have to appear in court or give your name 
on the Crime Solvers line. You also may call Detective 
Sorensen, 462-6121.

HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland 
County Sheriff Doc Lyons last week 
announced that on May 4, Operation “Spring 
Clean” resulted in the arrest of 24 people on 
55 charges.

These arrests have been the result of many 
hours of work by detectives from the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Richmond Office of the Virginia State Police 
Drug Enforcement Division, said Sheriff 
Lyons.

This effort to reduce the sale and use of 
illegal drugs in Northumberland County is a 
continuing operation and a high priority of his 
administration, he said.

“I hope that this is a wakeup call for 
drug users and sellers that Northumberland 
County is not the place to do business,” con-
cluded Lyons.

The following individuals, listed by 
name, age (when known), place of resi-
dence (when available) and the charges, 
were arrested and either incarcerated or 
released on bond:

give/distribute controlled substance Schedule 
II.

distribute controlled substance Schedule IV.
-

ute controlled substance Schedule II.

with intent to distribute marijuana.

distribution of a controlled substance (two 
counts).

sell/give/distribute controlled substance 
Schedule II (two counts).

distribute controlled substance Schedule II.

distribute controlled substance Schedule II 
(two counts).

of a controlled substance Schedule II.

with the intent to distribute controlled sub-
stance (two counts).

less than 1/2 ounce of marijuana.

distribute controlled substance Schedule II 
(two counts).

distribute controlled substance Schedule VI 
(three counts).

-
sion of a Schedule I or II drug.

distribute/sell for profit a Schedule I or II drug 
(three counts), manufacture/distribute imita-

tion Schedule I or II drug.

distribute controlled substance Schedule II.

possession with the intent to distribute mari-
juana.

-
ute controlled substance Schedule VI (two 
counts).

-
tribute controlled substance Schedule II, sell/
give/distribute controlled substance Schedule 
IV.

-
tion of cocaine.

of cocaine (two counts), possession with the 
intent to distribute cocaine, possession with 
the intent to distribute marijuana, felony child 
endangerment (three counts), possession of a 
Schedule V drug, possession of a Schedule 
VI drug.

a Schedule II drug.
-

bution of a Schedule II drug (two counts), 
felony child endangerment (eight counts), 
maintain a common nuisance house.

intent to sell more than 1/2 ounce and less 
than five pounds of marijuana.

Lancaster Sheriff Pat-
 this week 

reported charges against four 
individuals.
Felonies

Dustin V. Sexton, 22, of 
Windmill Point Road was 
charged May 3 with grand 
larceny. He also was charged 
May 2 with revocation of a 
suspended sentence and failing 
to appear on a misdemeanor 
charge. 
Misdemeanors

A Western Branch Road 
man, 26, was charged May 
2 with assault and battery of 
family member.

A Rappahannock Drive man, 
24, was charged May 4 with 
failing to comply with a sup-
port order. 

A Mary Ball Road woman, 
24, was charged May 8 with 
stalking.
Activity report

May 2: Staff responded to 
the 500 block of Regina Road 
for a domestic disturbance, 
to the 500 block of Southport 
Lane for subjects trespassing, 
to a walk-in complaint of an 
assault with a weapon, to the 
12900 block of River Road for 
a reported domestic dispute, to 
the 5200 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a hit-and-run that 
involved property damage, to 
the area of Merry Point Ferry 
for subjects trespassing on 
a private beach, to the 300 
block of Chesapeake Drive to 
investigate a reported credit 
card fraud and larceny, to the 
100 block of Turner Lane for 
a verbal disagreement, to the 
400 block of Gracepoint Lane 
for a domestic disturbance, 
and to the 100 block of Irving-
ton Road to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) with 
a reported verbal disagree-
ment.

May 3: Staff responded to 
the 3300 block of Lara Road 
for a reported verbal disagree-
ment, to the area of James 
Wharf Road for a reported civil 
complaint, to the 400 block of 
Fleets Bay Road for a domestic 
disturbance, to the 600 block 
of Cherry Point Drive for a 
reported indecent exposure, 
and to the 100 block of Sandlin 
Drive for a reported altercation 
in progress.

May 4: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Landing Drive 
to assist emergency medical 
services (EMS) with a pos-
sible overdose of prescription 
medications, to the 900 block 
of Griffins Landing Road for 
a reported domestic distur-
bance and custody dispute, to 
the 1200 block of Mosquito 
Point Road for a mental sub-
ject causing a disturbance 
which resulted in the issuance 
of an emergency custody order, 
to the 4800 Mary Ball Road to 
investigate the burglary and 
larceny from a residence, to 
the 9000 block of Mary Ball 
Road to assist Virginia State 
Police with a search, and to the 
1400 block of Windmill Point 
Road to investigate a report of 
a missing juvenile.

May 5: Staff responded to 
the 400 block of Russell Lane 
to investigate the report of a 

Sheriff Lyons reports ‘Spring Clean’
results in charges against 24 individuals
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hit-and-run motor vehicle acci-
dent, to the 100 block of Mil-
lenbeck Road for the report 
of a larceny of U.S. currency, 
to the 100 block of Highview 
Drive for the report of vandal-
ism, to the 100 block of Otto-
man Ferry Road to investigate 
the larceny of money, to the 
400 block of James Wharf 
Road to assist a mental patient, 
to the 200 block of Riverwood 
Drive to assist EMS with a sui-
cidal subject, and to the 100 
block of Swamp Lane to inves-
tigate a reported unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle.

May 6: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Sandlin Drive 
for a reported domestic distur-
bance, to the 200 block of Riv-
erwood Drive for a reported 
domestic disturbance, to the 
600 block of Newtown Road 
for a reported trespasser, and 
to the intersection of River and 
Western Branch roads to inves-
tigate a reported suspicious 
vehicle; and investigated the 
theft of jewelry.

May 7: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Turner Lane 
to investigate the destruction 
of property, to the 100 block 
of Heatherfield Court for a 
reported prowler, to the Tomlin 
Trace area for reported tres-
passers, to the 700 block of 
Regina Road for the report of 
rapid gun fire in the area, to 
the area of Old Salem Road 
for a report of a hit-and-run 
accident, and to a walk-in com-
plaint of stalking.

May 8: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of School Street 
to assist KPD with a reported 
assault by a mob, to the 100 
block of Lancaster Road to 
investigate the destruction of 
property, to the 100 block of 
Fox Hill Drive for a report of 
suspicious persons in the area, 
to the 100 block of Shalem 
Place for a reported assault of 
a family member, to the 6000 
block of Mary Ball Road for 
a reported fight in progress, to 
the 500 block of Paynes Creek 
Road to investigate a reported 

suspicious vehicle, and to the 
300 block of Twin Branch 
Road for a reported domestic 
disturbance.

The sheriff ’s staff also con-
ducted 21 traffic stops, issued 
eight summonses, assisted six 
motorists, handled two calls for 
traffic control, investigated 11 
building alarms, logged three 
inmate transports, received 11 
E911 hang-up calls and fielded 
two calls for animal control 
service.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a transformer fire on Weems 
Road and to a gas spill on Rap-
pahannock Drive.

The Kilmarnock VFD 
responded to a fire/smoke 
alarm on Clark Road and to a 
vehicle fire on Mt. Olive Road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons this week reported 
charges against 23 individuals.
Felonies

Jason Michael Peddicord, 
27, of Heathsville was charged 
May 4 with distribution of a 
Schedule I or II Drug.

James C. Andrews, 41, of 
Heathsville was charged May 
4 by direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with two counts of Dis-
tribution of a Controlled Sub-
stance, Schedule II, namely 
cocaine.

Rodney Withers, 55, of Farn-
ham was charged May 4 by 
direct indictment from the Nor-
thumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury with  
two counts of distribution of a 
controlled substance, Schedule 
II, namely prescription pills.

Henry L. Muse, 68, Reed-
ville was charged May 4 by 
direct indictment from the Nor-
thumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury with 
one count of possession of a 
controlled substance, Schedule 
II, namely cocaine.

John Jefferson, 22, of Callao 
was charged May 4 by direct 

indictment from the Nor-
thumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury with 
two counts of possession with 
intent to distribute a controlled 
substance, namely prescription 
pills.

Christine Cirino, 49, of 
Haynesville, was charged May 
4 by direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with two counts of dis-
tribution of a controlled sub-
stance, Schedule II, namely 
prescription pills.

John Charles Stevenson, 27, 
of Hague was charged May 
4 by direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with three counts of dis-
tribution of a controlled sub-
stance, Schedule VI, namely 
prescription pills.

Dimitri Jamale Carey, 24, 
Hague, was charged May 4 by 
direct indictment from the Nor-
thumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury with 
distribution of marijuana.

Brian Dale Combs, 24, of 
Warsaw was charged May 
4 by direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with distribution of a con-
trolled substance, Schedule II, 
namely prescription pills.

William Gross, 51, of 
Heathsville was charged May 
4 by direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with one count of dis-
tribution of a controlled sub-
stance, Schedule IV, namely 

SHERIFFS’, continued on page A4
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Saturday, May 21st • 12-5 pm • 804-438-5000 
The Golden Eagle Golf Club, Irvington 

264 CLUBHOUSE DRIVE - OFF OF old salem road 
VISIT TIDESINN.COM FOR DETAILS!

E N T R Y 

$20

Let one of our furriers show you how to
change your old fur into something

new and exciting!

Conditioning, glazing cleaning and

cold storage
$8495 {

{$4495 Certified Cold Storage - Adds years

of life to your furs

Alan Furs
of Richmond

is coming to town
to pick up fur garments for Certified

Cold Storage & Restyling Clinic

ALL FURS WELCOME
NO MATTER WHERE PURCHASED!

804-758-3756

prescription pills.
Jermaine Cordell Brooks, 

36, of Lottsburg was charged 
May 4 by direct indictment 
from the Northumberland 
County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Grand Jury with possession 
with intent to distribute mari-
juana.

Joseph L. Seldon Jr., 37, of 
Heathsville was charged May 4 
with a Direct Indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury for distribution of a con-
trolled substance, Schedule II, 
namely, cocaine.

Virginia Nicole Jett, 38, 
of Burgess was charged May 
4 by direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with distribution of a con-
trolled substance, Schedule II, 
namely prescription pills.

Nathan Muse, 54, of Lotts-
burg was charged May 4 by 
direct indictment from the Nor-
thumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury with 
distribution of a controlled 
substance, Schedule II, namely 
prescription pills.

Harvey L. Blackwell, 56, of 
Heathsville was charged May 
4 by direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with distribution of a 
controlled substance, namely 
prescription pills and  crack/
cocaine.

John P. Jones, 52, of Weems 
was charged May 4 by direct 
indictment from the Northum-
berland County Multi-Jurisdic-
tional Grand Jury with posses-
sion with intent to distribute 
marijuana.

Earl Joshua Hutchinson, 25, 
of Callao was charged May 
4 by direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with two counts of dis-
tribution of a controlled sub-
stance, Schedule II, namely 
cocaine.

Durell Henry Cottrell, 25, of 
Callao was charged May 7 with 
two felony counts of abuse/
neglect of a child and posses-
sion of marijuana: first offense.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 
30, was charged May 2 with 
depriving an animal of food 
and shelter.

A Heathsville woman, 24, 
was charged May 2 with fail-
ing to obey a court order.

A Kilmarnock man, 24, was 
charged May 4 with possession 
of marijuana.

A Heathsville woman, 51, 
was charged May 4 on a sum-
mons for having a threatening 
dog.

A Callao woman, 26, was 
charged May 8 with driving 
under the influence of alcohol.

Smith Point Sea 
Rescue vice president 
Jim Bullard reported crews 
recently responded to the fol-
lowing calls for assistance:

:  At 1:50 p.m., 
the crew from Rescue I was 
dispatched to assist a sailor 
whose 30-foot sailboat was 
hard aground on a sandbar 
near buoy B-9 in the Great  
Wicomico River. Falling tide, 
strong wind and 3-foot waves 
had driven the boat onto its 
side in extremely shallow 
water.

Rescue I, Sea Rescue’s big-
gest vessel, was unable to 
reach the sailboat in such shal-
low water. Rescue I returned 
to the Sea Rescue boat house 
and some of the crew launched 
Rescue II, Sea Rescue’s shal-
low water skiff. Upon return-
ing to the sailboat, Rescue II 
was able to carry a towline 
from Rescue I to the sailboat. 
With a long line Rescue I was 
then able to pull the sailboat 
off the sandbar and into deep 
water, then to tow it into Reed-
ville. Time on call, 2 hours.

April 18: At 8 a.m., Rescue 
I towed a 28-foot Carver sail-
boat from the Little Wicomico 
River to Yankee Point Marina. 
On the return trip the sheriff 
called to report a waterman’s 
boat was dead in the water 
in Dividing Creek. Rescue I 
motored directly to the scene 
where they found two fisher-
men in a 24-foot wooden crab-
bing boat with a dead battery. 
The crew used the onboard 
jump-pack to start the crab-
bers’ engine and the fishermen 
returned to port under their 
own power. Time on call, 1.5 
hours.

April 22: At 2 p.m., the 
sheriff received a distress call 
from a cabin cruiser that had 
run out of fuel in the mouth of 
the Potomac River. Rescue I 
was dispatched from Reedville 

in stormy weather and found 
four people aboard a 24-foot 
Bayliner. The crew was able to 
hand the captain a 5-gallon can 
of gas. The captain was then 
able to start his engine and 
was escorted into Smith Point 
Marina for fuel. Time on call, 
3 hours.

April 27: At 6:30 p.m., the 
sheriff received a call regard-
ing a 24-foot cabin cruiser 
that had left Buzzard’s Point 
Marina in Reedville to fish near 
Coles Point on the Potomac 
River (35 miles away). On 
returning, the cruiser’s engine 
overheated and failed. Rescue 
I retraced the cruiser’s route 
up the Potomac, then towed it 
all the way back to Buzzard’s 
Point Marina, arriving there 
at close to midnight. Time on 
call, 5 hours.  

: At 10:30 a.m., 
the sheriff’s department 
received a distress call from a 
23-foot Bayliner with engine 
failure near Point Lookout 
Park on the Maryland side of 
the Potomac. The captain also 
called the Coast Guard, who 
contacted Sea Tow in Mary-
land for assistance. Sea Tow 
was closer and able to respond 
so Rescue I returned to base. 
Time on call, .5 hours.  

Smith Point Sea Rescue is 
a totally volunteer rescue unit 
which serves boaters from 
Ragged Point to the mouth of 
the Potomac River, south to 
the Rappahannock River and 
across the bay to the East-
ern Shore. The organization 
receives no governmental 
monetary support and depends 
solely on donations to fund 
their operations for the year.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue I and 
II are based on the Great Wic-
omico River and Rescue III is 
on Lodge Creek off the Yeo-
comico River.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster County Chapter 1406 
of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy (UDC) is finish-
ing a third project at the Lan-
caster County Confederate 
monument.

The chapter will hold a dedi-
cation ceremony at 2:30 p.m. 
May 22 at the site adjacent 
to the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library, 8346 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.  

In 2014, the 144-year-old 
monument was profession-
ally restored and in 2015 the  
90-year-old iron fence was 
cleaned and painted.

However, after discover-
ing there could be men whose 
names should have been but 
were not represented at the 
monument, another project 
was initiated, reported vice 
president and monuments and 
memorials chairman Susan 
Hudson.  

The ladies of the chapter 
wanted to finish the job of 
honoring all who served with 
ties to Lancaster County and 
in order to do this, a research 
project was started almost two 
years ago, said Hudson. This 
research effort entailed access-
ing available records across 
multiple sources, to compile a 
list of possible names of other 
Confederate veterans over-
looked or missing from the 
monument. 

Once the list of possible 
names was generated, each 
man’s service record and proof 
of residency in the county had 
to be verified, she continued. 
This research resulted in an 
additional 110 names which 
will now be listed on a fourth 
bronze plaque.

 Included on the plaque are 
the names of six black Confed-
erates as well as the names of 
two soldiers who did not sur-
vive the war. The other war 
dead have their names etched 

Dedication ceremony slated May 22 
for Confederate monument additions

A plaque adding 110 names to the Lancaster County 
Confederate monument (above) will be dedicated May 
22.

onto the original monument, 
so these two will be listed and 
asterisked as non-survivors on 
this new plaque. 

The chapter will dedicate 
the placement of  the bronze 
plaque listing these names and 
finally honoring their service 
alongside their comrades, said 
Hudson. With this plaque in 
place, there will be a total of 
567 names represented on the 
Lancaster Confederate monu-
ment—113 names of men who 
did not return home alive and 

454 names of survivors of the 
War Between the States.

The ceremony will be held 
‘rain or shine’ and visitors may 
bring a folding chair to better 
enjoy this short outdoor cer-
emony. A reception will follow 
at the Lancaster Woman’s Club 
adjacent to the stature.  

The public is invited to attend 
the ceremony, and to assist in 
planning for the reception, 
contact committee members 
Suzie Beer, 434-466-2629, or 
Hudson, 453-9156.

Sheriffs’ 
reports
continued from page A3

Marina.

SMITH POINT SEA 
RESCUE REPORT

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.
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   CARLTON FURNITURE    YANKEE CANDLE  
T

E
R

V
IST

U
M

B
L

E
R

S 
B

E
S
T C

H
A

IR

   DECORATIVE INDOOR/OUTDOOR PILLOWS  

B
A

B
Y
 B

O
U

T
IQ

U
E
  

  
T

ID
E

W
A

T
E

R

The Wild BunchThe Wild Bunch

Voted Best Florist  
in Eastern Virginia  
2 years in a row!

From Whimsy & Unusual  
to Elegant & Traditional

Cynthia Naylor
804-435-1044

thewildbunchflowers.com

GIFTS  |  HOME  |  FASHION

Fabulous finds. Eclectic with a touch of whimsy.
538 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone | 804.436.8505
Monday thru Saturday 10 - 5pm | Sunday by appointment

N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

SHOP LOCAL SPECIAL
20 lb Propane Tank  

fill up 
 - 1/2 price -

One tank per customer
Expires 6/30/16. Must present coupon.

Custom Interiors
Our Services Include:

35 S. Main St. Kilmarnock   Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

Like us on Facebook or visit us online @ pearlclothingva.com

USA - Fair Trade - Handmade

Comfortable Clothing for the Free Spirit
Fabulous Fabrics in sizes XS-2X

Estate, Gemstone and Costume Jewelry
Local Artisan Wares

(804)435-8800

DAVE’S TRADING
COMPANY

Guns , Ammo and Gunsmithing Services
Swords/Knives, Militaria

MILITARY & LAW ENFORCEMENT DISCOUNT
     We Buy Gold & Silver

Buy-Sell-Trade

SHOP THIS? OR THIS!

804-435-1388
Mon. - Fri. - 10 to 5:30  Sat. - 10 to 5

44 Irvington Rd. Kilmarnocki tI t Rdt d KKilK kI i t Rdd KKiKil k

Stylish Fashions & Accessories

Shop Local 
at

*Gift Certificates Available*
One-of-a-kind Exclusive Handmade Bags & Purses

Locally Developed Fabric

SSSttttyyyyyyyyyttttt llliilllll ssssssi hh FFFF hhiiiii nnnnnnnnssn &&&&&&&& AAAAAAAccccccceesssssssssssooooooooorriiiiiiiiiiiiee

ttataaaaaaatUnique PursuitsUUUUUUCathy’s

     Quilting Fabrics & MoreQuilting Fabrics & More

Premium quality cotton fabrics from top designers 
and manufacturers for your next quilting, crafting,  
or garment project. Check our:

For more information visit our website  
at www.sewlovelee.com or call 804.577.7272

HEATHSVILLE—A public hearing 
last week on Northumberland County’s 
proposed $17.06 million school budget 
for fiscal year 2017 turned into a two-
person rally against school board spend-
ing for legal consultation. 

About a dozen people attended the 
supervisors’ May 4 public hearing, but 
only two citizens spoke. Both addressed a 
recent 3-2 vote of the school board to have 
legal counsel attend school board meet-
ings, as is done at supervisor meetings.

“Why does the school board need an 
attorney to attend every meeting?” Frank 

Kober asked. He estimated the annual 
cost would be about $30,000 for the 
attorney to travel from Richmond and 
spend two hours in a meeting. He sug-
gested they hire a local attorney.

“Usually I come to you requesting you 
consider increasing the school budget,” he 
said. “This time I am asking that you look 

into excessive spending for legal advice.”
The Rev. Dr. Tyron Williams ques-

tioned why the school board needed a 
new attorney and the short-cut process 
they took to replace the former attorney. 

Board chairman Ronnie Jett inter-
rupted him, saying the public hearing 
was only about the budget and not 

about their choices. 
“I believe there’s something going on 

beyond what appears,” said Williams.
Supervisors set a workshop on the 

school budget for 8 a.m. May 11 at 
the county administrator’s office in the 
Old Courthouse, 72 Monument Place, 
Heathsville.

Citizens question spending for legal consultation by Northumberland school board
by Audrey Thomasson

SALUDA—The Middle Pen-
insula Northern Neck Local 
Human Rights Committee 
(LHRC) is soliciting three new 
members to fill three vacancies.

The LHRC is composed of 
volunteers broadly representative 

of professional, consumer and 
advocacy groups, and the local 
population, who have an interest 
in mental health, intellectual dis-
ability, and substance use issues, 
reported Gail Slaughter, adminis-
trative support to the committee.

The committee is a vital link for 
ensuring respect for the human 
dignity and rights of individuals 
receiving services in programs 
licensed by the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. To fill the vacancies, 
one applicant must be an indi-

vidual who is receiving or who 
has received within the past five 
years, public or private mental 
health, intellectual disability, or 
substance use treatment.

Two applicants must be indi-
viduals with interest, knowledge, 

or training in the mental health, 
intellectual disability, or sub-
stance use field. 

Applications from interested 
persons will be welcomed. Call 
Slaughter at 758-5314 or 800-
639-9667, for a copy of a short 

application packet.
Applicants initially selected 

will be interviewed by current 
members of the LHRC.  Final 
decisions on three-year appoint-
ments are made by the State 
Human Rights Committee.

Three members needed for Middle Peninsula Northern Neck Human Rights Committee
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Last year the Northern Neck lost one of its 
most illustrious citizens of our era with 

the passing of the Honorable Betty Horner. 
Betty was a native of Kinsale in Westmore-
land County, having descended from genera-
tions of the founding patriots who had joined 
together two and a half centuries ago to form 
the United States. She lived her life in that 
tradition, not merely through her activity 
with the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion and other patriotic organizations, but also 
by her contemporary work on behalf of her 
county and the Commonwealth.  

Betty was the first woman to serve as a 
member of the Westmoreland County Board 
of Supervisors, where she ably represented 
her district in two separate stints of office. She 
was an articulate force for sound government 
practices, and was esteemed across the spec-
trum of all political persuasions for her hon-
esty and integrity. As an advocate for regional 
cooperation, she enjoyed getting to know and 
working with supervisors and other officials 
from all of the Northern Neck counties.

Having come to government service after 

spending her early career in the realm of den-
tistry, she found fresh vigor in debating politi-
cal matters. In that regard, Betty was not one 
to be taken lightly. She mastered every aspect 
of a budget, and could answer any question 
her constituents could ask. She truly delighted 
in being of service.

Whenever asked whether her real name was 
Elizabeth, she would reply, “No. It is Betty, 
the same as George Washington’s sister.” As 
with figures from the Early American period 
that Betty admired, she was an elegant lady, 

a figure of poise and dignity in every aspect 
of her life.

On one occasion when a speaker made ref-
erence to seeing Senator John Chichester’s 
mouth wide open when he had been surprised 
by a development, Betty retorted that she had 
seen John’s mouth wide open many times 
inasmuch as she had been his dental hygien-
ist. Everyone laughed, no one more loudly 
than John.

Betty found inspiration in studying the past. 
History was her bailiwick, and she knew as 
much about the lore of the Northern Neck’s as 
anyone. She served as Regent of her D.A.R. 
chapter, and especially enjoyed giving awards 
to students who had written essays about 
the colonial and Revolutionary War periods. 
Many years ago she became a life member 
of the Northern Neck of Virginia Historical 
Society, where she regularly attended meet-
ings to learn even more and to socialize with 
her like-minded history enthusiasts.

One of Betty’s other lasting contributions 
was the effort she undertook in her 70s to 
restore Federal Hill, a great antebellum man-

sion on a promontory near Kinsale looking 
out towards the Potomac River. She planned 
on it becoming the home for her daughter, 
Kathleen Pylant, and then passing down to 
succeeding generations of her family. The 
task was extensive in that although the house 
was in tact from its construction, it had not 
undergone the addition of modern amenities, 
which Betty did in her standard tasteful style.

As she grew older, Betty’s robust health 
began to decline. She suffered the loss of 
Kathleen, who long had endured her own 
health problems, and then of her grandson, 
Colin. Last October at the age of 89, Betty 
died. When we think of those who made 
marks in our history, she is one who will 
remain indelible. She raised her family, prac-
ticed a profession, served the citizenry in 
elective office, and always was ready to speak 
about America and how great a country we 
have. Betty liked flag-waving, but not merely 
as a bystander, but as one as rooted in history 
as any patriot from the eighteenth century.

The Honorable Betty Rowe Horner, Febru-
ary 14, 1926–October 30, 2015.  R.I.P.

Betty was a native of Kinsale 
in Westmoreland County, 
having descended from gener-
ations of the founding patri-
ots who had joined together 
two and a half centuries ago 
to form the United States.

Photo by Barbara Touchette

Focal Point

‘Water Wall’ strikes May 3
Our home near Irvington was about in the center of what a TV station in Norfolk was calling the “Water 
Wall.” The wall, which looped to the west, went over our house minutes after both of the ends had passed. The 
winds picked up and at the same time hail, the size of a man’s thumb print, began to fall against our windows 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

I am writing to acknowledge 
the recent help of officer Judy 
Boyer and officer Smith of the 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office in helping me capture an 
injured American bald eagle on 
Route 3, Lancaster.

Also, with the help of officer 
Chris Ashton of the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office, I was 
able to find and take the eagle to 
the Wild Bunch Wildlife Reha-
bilitation, Warsaw. I may not have 
found this facility in time with-
out his help. I was very glad the 
eagle was still quite lively when 
Ms. Diana O’Connor put him in 
the temporary rehab cage—treat-
ment to be determined. 

The next time we see our 
national symbol flying some-
where over Tidewater Virginia, 
or eastern America, the Lancaster 
and Richmond County sheriff’s 
offices can take pride that they 
helped save possibly that very 
same eagle from a certain death 
on Route 3.

Richard A. Kantor,
Merry Point

Team effort
rescues eagle

I’ll never forget the day we 
sailed our “new” boat from the 
Great Wicomico to our home on 
Myer Creek. This was 23 years 
ago, before GPS. Just binoculars 

Picture this

and a chart.
The four of us had never been 

on the Chesapeake Bay. All the 
land looked alike. We had only a 
vague idea of where we’d been, 
and no idea of where we were 
or where we were going. Just go 
south and turn right at the Rappa-
hannock River.

We sailed close to a big iron 
spider to match it with our chart, 
but could find no marking. We 
agreed if we didn’t find the Rap-
pahannock by 4, we’d anchor 
before dark. Trouble was, we had 
no idea where to anchor—or how 
to anchor. It was 4:10 when we 
approached another iron spider.

“Hey, I think I see an ‘Erec-
tor Set’ through the mist way up 
there,” my wife exclaimed. The 
chart showed a bridge a few miles 
up the Rappahannock. We had 
found our river.

We have sailed under and 
driven over that bridge many 
times. It’s always a welcome 
sight, the subject of uncounted 
photos and popular paintings. 

“Welcome to White Stone,” 
says the town’s official greeting, 
“Southern Gateway to the North-
ern Neck.” Town banners show 
an image of the river, a work boat 
and that landmark “Erector Set.”

Dominion Power plans to 
blight that iconic image with a 
giant phalanx of ugly transmis-
sion towers and drooping wires. 
The Coalition to Save the Rap-
pahannock is fighting to save our 

image. Town council votes next 
month whether to join the county 
and our other towns in opposing 
the towers in favor of tunneling 
under the river.

It would be a shame if White 
Stone had to add ugly towers and 
drooping wires to that town logo.

Jack Chamberlain,
Lancaster

Congressman Robert Witt-
man, Virginia’s First Congres-
sional District, was absolutely 
correct when he said that the 
decision by the Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management to not allow 
drilling in the Atlantic Ocean  “…
suggests a blatant disregard for 
the energy and economic realities 
this country is facing.”

He continues by saying that 
the decision “…is shutting down 
opportunity for people across the 
Commonwealth and compro-
mising our energy and national 
security.” I will go further by 
stating that decisions to reduce 
human generated CO2 and to 
bankrupt CO2 emitters are politi-
cally driven, defying independent 

science, and tragically exacting 
immense harm to the economies 
of the world, and to each individ-
ual who depends on less expen-
sive energy produced by generat-
ing plants using fossil fuels.

I also agree with the Congress-
man when he asserts that “…
fossil fuels are and will remain our 
dominant source of energy.” Yes, 
we must continue to look for 
alternate sources of energy that 
are abundant, efficient, afford-
able, easily accessible, and satisfy 
all of the uses currently satisfied 
by fossil fuels. Wind and solar, 
today, meet none of these prereq-
uisites.

F. C. Dugan III,
Hague

Rep.Wittman is absolutely correct

Political correctness has 
moved on to political intoler-
ance. Government has invaded 
every nook and cranny and per-
sonal privacy value this country 
has ever imagined. 

It’s to the point that sending 
your child or grandchild to a 
public restroom becomes a dan-
gerous decision. In the very least 
of their sins, the Obama admin-
istration has created a minefield 
in using public restrooms.

No one should deny a trans-
gender, or cross dresser from 
using a public restroom. If they 
are not violating any law, they 
have just as much right to use 
a public restroom as any other 
citizen.

What needs to be denied is 
making public restrooms an 
attractive cover to pedophiles, 
and sexual deviates. Are there 
many of these sexual offenders? 
Just look through your state’s 
police registration of sexual 

Setting the stage 
for sexual abuse

offenders list. Do you want one 
of these people hanging out in 
a gender disguise observing or 
molesting your child, wife, or 
husband?

Government acts to our det-
riment. Obama is totally rogue. 
He maliciously exposes us, the 
people, to extreme harm, even 
abandoning terms as felon or 
convicts for convicted sexual 
and violent offenders, for terms 
less offensive. He claims it will 
aid in rehabilitation and doesn’t 
appear concerned about past and 
future victims.

Obama bends over backwards 
to enable predators to continue to 
perpetrate sexual abuses under 
the disguise of transgender or 
cross-dressing citizens. Why 
we encourage political hacks to 
respond and follow the dictates 
of pseudo intellectuals who 
enable predators, and endanger 
us the people, I just don’t know.  

Certainly the Obama, Clinton 
and Trump families will not be 
using public restrooms at a dis-
count retailer, recently announc-
ing its’ restroom or fitting rooms 
would be open to people based 
on gender identity. 

At heart, they don’t have a 
“smidgen” of concern about our 
safety. They are concerned about 
using every and any situation 
to its best political advantage. 
Indeed they are useless.

Garrett Howard,
Heathsville

YOUR LETTERS

Elected officials should be eth-
ical and beyond reproach.

Recent articles in the Rappa-
hannock Record and Northum-
berland Echo indicate one school 
board member, Dana O’Bier, has 
questionable ethics.

Ms. O’Bier apparently obtained 
student disciplinary records and 
shared these confidential docu-
ments with the school resource 
officer, potentially prejudicing 
this sheriff’s office employee’s 
view of students.  

Ms. O’Bier’s cavalier approach 
to handling students’ records was 
not benign. Look at the Virginia 
School Board Association Code 
of Ethics. Ms. O’Bier may have 
violated four Code provisions.

First: I will have integrity in 
all matters and support the full 
development of all children and 
the welfare of the community, 
Commonwealth and Nation. By 
illegally obtaining the records of 
students and sharing them by a 
school decision maker, she has 
compromised the positive devel-
opment of students.  

Second: I will make policy 
decisions based on the avail-
able facts and appropriate public 

input. Ms. O’Bier sought no 
public input. 

Third: I will bring about 
desired changes through legal 
and ethical procedures, uphold-
ing and enforcing all laws, state 
regulations, and court orders 
pertaining to schools. The entire 
content of this point was usurped 
by her.

Fourth: I will respect the con-
fidentiality of privileged informa-
tion and make no individual deci-
sions or commitments that might 
compromise the board or admin-
istration. It seems Ms. O’Bier is 
either in violation of the law, or is 
ignorant of it.

Ms. O’Bier’s questionable 
judgment is supported by two 
other board members, Betty 
Christopher and Gail Sterrett. 
When faced with a fact-based 
admonishment of Ms. O’Bier’s 
actions by the former school 
board attorney, Ms. Sterrett 
motioned to replace that attorney. 

There was no search, no bid for 
a replacement. Those three board 
members rammed that selection 
through. 

Frank Kober,
Heathsville

Ethics questioned in Northumberland

There is always much talk 
concerning the lack of academic 
achievement by a substantial seg-
ment of our community.

Thirteen years of schooling 
from K-12 should yield an edu-
cated student, but more often 
than not the educational achieve-
ment falls short of stated goals. 
Many people suggest strongly 
that there is a need for a more 
diverse faculty to teach the stu-
dents of Lancaster County. The 
desire for a more diverse faculty 
would surely address fundamen-
tal fairness and equal employ-
ment opportunity.

Beyond the issue of diver-
sity other educational problems 
loom. What is the monster in the 
closet keeping the students who 
are labelled disadvantaged from 
achieving educational objectives?

The monster is the unaddressed 
residual effects of a combined 
350 years of slavery and Jim 
Crow. History books will state 
slavery ended in 1865. If it really 
ended in 1865, why can slavery 
still be observed in the culture of 
slave descendants? Slavery was 
a never-ending nightmare and 
should not be taken lightly.

More than a few times during 
the year in Lancaster County 
manumission is talked about and 
lectures are given on the subject. 
Yet a majority of our citizens 
have little if any understanding 
of manumission. Please research 
specifically meritorious manu-
mission. It will be quite enlight-
ening.

That there was a need for 
manumission speaks of a great 
and prolonged sin which took 
place in the land of the free. 
Psychological damage of mas-
sive proportions was inflicted on 
the slaves and their progeny. The 
psychological damage remains 
and has yet to be addressed. Until 
this damage is addressed the edu-
cational frustration will continue.

There are solutions to the prob-
lems faced by both the young and 
old who now find themselves 
constrained by the frailties of a 
residual slave culture. Will those 
affected ever be willing to listen 
and work hard to do better? Can 
the fear be put aside? The die was 
cast centuries ago and the clock is 
still ticking.

Harold Muhammad,
Weems

Residual slave culture is the issue
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The Link is a 
local non-profit 
information and 
referral service 
that assists 

people in need. It is currently seeking a 
Coordinator to manage its new coaching 
service for people in need. This is a paid, 
part time position. The coordinator 
should be skilled both in relating to 
others and in fulfilling administrative 
responsibilities. Resume must be 
submitted by May 20, 2016 to: The Link, 
PO Box 491, Kilmarnock, Va. 22482

We want to thank all 
of our old and new customers, 
all of whom we value greatly!

Celebrating 40 years of Auto  
& Light Truck Service Excellence!!

Now through the end of August, each time you bring your auto in for servicing at 
local 

White Stone merchants.

500 tickets! Drawings weekly! 

Grand Prize:

804-435-6660 or 804-435-1944

Thank you,  
Kilmarnock Citizens
From Keith Butler, Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, 

Michael Sutherland & Betsy Crowther

It is our honor and privilege 
to serve you.

Do you remember?
This undated photo shows the Hazel building at Main 
and West Church streets in Kilmarnock. It was the 

Ashburn, president of the Kilmarnock Museum. “Do you 
remember?” is a public service of the museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the May 12, 1906, issue of the Virginia Citi-

zen)

Fish And Oyster News
Baltimore packers claim to have made little money the past 

season. Not so with Virginia packers or oystermen.
Fishing steamer Rappahannock, of the Morris fisheries, Reed-

ville, Va., is here loading with herring for the factories at that 
place. This is the first time that the factories have gotten up as 
far as Colonial Beach for fish. It is said that the catch is larger at 
present than at the mouth of the river.

State Board of Fisheries will meet Wednesday, May 16, at 
Hampton, Va., to be in session two or three days. The continued 
oyster shore cases in James River will be the principal business 
before the board.

Kilmarnock
While going from the church to her buggy in Irvington last 

Thursday night during a rain storm, Mrs. F. W. Claybrook 
slipped and fell against a telephone pole, bruising her side and 
in other ways hurting herself.

Howard O. Rock was in Baltimore the past week.

Ocran
Capt. “Will” Saunders and crew, of Solomon’s Island, who 

have been packing herring  here this season, have disposed of 
their packing and left for their homes.

W. E. Northern, who has also been packing here, will remain 
a week or so to finish up.

Mrs. Ida Humphrey and Mrs. W. E. Northern expect to leave 
this week, the former to visit relatives at Salisbury, Md., the 
latter for her home at Solomon’s Island.

Caught On The Fly
Capt. Raymond Sparrow, recently located in Gloucester, has 

returned to upper Lancaster to reside.
The name of the post office at Warnetta, Northumberland 

County, has been changed to Harvey’s Wharf.
Dr. and Mrs. C. F. Newbill were on steamer Sunday, returning 

to their home in Norfolk after visiting relatives in Essex.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 

Washington Museum and Library)

YOUR LETTERS

Rob Wittman has announced 
that he has no interest in serving 
the people of the First Congres-
sional District. Instead, he wants 
to be Virginia’s governor.

We should respond in Novem-
ber by giving Rob what he wants: 
Freedom from the burden of 
being our Congressional repre-
sentative.

Late last year, at the Virginia 
GOP confab at The Homestead, 
Rob handed out crab-shaped 
chocolate candies while sucking 
up to GOP bigwigs, seeking their 
support for his 2017 gubernato-
rial run. At the recent Virginia 
GOP convention in Harrison-
burg, he was at it again—running 
for governor.

Meanwhile, Rob is on the 
ballot for re-election to Congress 
in November 2016.

 In early 2017, Virginia Repub-
licans will select their guber-
natorial candidate in a conven-
tion. The election is November 
2017. If Wittman is re-elected this 
November, he will do nothing to 
serve the First District. Instead, 
he’ll be focused on the conven-
tion and the governor’s race.

Wittman is running for re-
election this November so he can 
keep his $174,000 Congressional 
salary and his gold-plated Con-
gressional health insurance while 
he runs for governor.

I have a better idea. Because 
Wittman clearly is no longer 
interested in being our Congress-
man, let’s set him free to run for 
governor on his own time, not 
on our dime. Let’s elect someone 
who wants to represent us, not 
use us as a stepping-stone for his 

Free Wittman to
run for governor

next elected office.
 In November, let’s elect Matt 

Rowe, 35, of Caroline County. 
He’s a member of the Bowling 
Green Town Council and is com-
mitted to serve the First Congres-
sional District full time. Visit 
mattrowe.org to study his posi-
tion on the issues. Friend him on 
Facebook.

Rob Wittman is tired of repre-
senting us; we need to hand him 
his walking papers.

Matt Rowe for Congress, 
November 2016.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

The Lancaster County 
Republican committee will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 
17, at the Chesapeake Train-
ing Center, 51 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

There will be much to 
share with the group per-
taining to the RPV State 
Convention that took place 
April 29 and 30 at James 
Madison University in Har-
risonburg, said chairman 
Sue Clingan.

“We were well-repre-
sented and the group as a 
whole accomplished much,” 
said Clingan. 

Republicans 
to review
convention 
highlights

Del. Margaret B. Ransone recently joined House and Senate 
Republicans who have retained attorney Charles J. Cooper to 
challenge Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s recent executive order restor-
ing the civil rights of over 206,000 convicted felons. 

This announcement is sparked by Gov. McAuliffe’s refusal to 
call a special session to consider his actions and release a list of 
those felons requested by the General Assembly.

“It is important to consider the key roles the legislative and 
judicial branches have in placing checks on Washington-style 
executive branch overreach. The current administration has 
repeatedly challenged our Commonwealth’s Constitution and 
exercised an authoritarian view of executive power,” said Del. 
Ransone.

Cooper is a founding member and chairman of Cooper & 
Kirk, PLLC. Named by The National Law Journal as one of the 
10 best civil litigators in Washington, he has over 35 years of 
legal experience in government and private practice, with several 
appearances before the U.S. Supreme Court and scores of other 
successful cases on both the trial and appellate levels.

“Our goal is to challenge this order and halt this politically 
motivated overreach, and that means we must act quickly and 
definitively as we move forward,” said Del. Ransone.  

Cooper will immediately begin developing the best path to 
challenge Gov. McAuliffe’s most recent actions. Taxpayer funds 
will not be used in the lawsuit.

Virginia Republicans to challenge
Gov. McAuliffe’s rights restoration

Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring was the fea-
tured speaker April 30 at the 
Lancaster County Democratic 
Committee’s (LCDC) Dining 
with Dems dinner. 

The annual event was held at 
The Beacon at the Pilot House 
Inn, Topping, reported LCDC 
vice chairman Nick Magnani. 
The event attracted well over 
100 guests from eight area 
counties.  

Special guests included Matt 
Rowe, Democratic candidate 
for the First Congressional 
District; Lloyd Hill, president 
of the Lancaster NAACP; 
James Long, a Northumber-
land  County supervisor; and 
Lancaster County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Jan Smith.  

LCDC chairman Jan Mosher 
emceed the event, acknowledg-
ing supporters and noteworthy 
guests in the audience. Smith 

From left are Attorney General Mark Herring, 
Northumberland supervisor James Long and Lancaster 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Jan Smith.

Attorney General Herring
addresses annual gathering

introduced Herring.
Herrring detailed the admin-

istration’s accomplishments, 
noting policy shifts from the 
previous administration, and 
was interrupted frequently by 
rounds of applause, said Mag-
nani.

Long addressed progress 
being made by the Northum-
berland Democrats, continued 
Magnani.

Rowe described how he 
would best represent the inter-
ests of the First Congressional 
District, noting the incumbent’s 
intention to pursue another 
political office.

Gift Subscriptions
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KIWANIS AUCTION & FLEA MARKET
Saturday – May 14, 2016

To Benefit Kiwanis Youth Projects
FLEA MARKET - 8:00 A.M.        AUCTION - 10:00 A.M.

YANKEE POINT SAILBOAT MARINA
Route 610 - 1303 Oak Hill Road

(804) 462-7018 or (804) 462-7635

SOME OF THE BOATS TO BE AUCTIONED:
12’ Skimmer w/Trailer 13’ Butterfly Sailing Dinghy
17’ Bayliner & Trailer - 1987 27’ O’Day w/inboard engine - 1987
20’6” Bayliner - 1999 22’ Bristol sailboat w/Honda 8 hp
28’ Carver - 2 engines - 1987 26’ Commodore - 1983
17’ Mobjack & Trailer - 1987 19’ O’Day & Trailer
18’6” Cobia & Loadrite Trailer - 1997 25’ Hunter - 1983
20’ Bayliner w/Long Boat Trailer - 1992 24’ Maxxum & double axle trailer - 1997
27’ Hunter - 1975 30’ Islander - 1974
16’ Sunbird - 1980 16’ Duffey electric boat
14’ Discovery Skiff 2 canoes

More boats are coming in every day!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SOLD BY THE KEY CLUB

To donate to the auction, please call
Karen Knull @ 462-7635 or Curt Dozier @ 435-2703

Best

O
f 

T
he

2016

The Best of the Rivah Contest

Winners will receive certificates to display as well as bragging rights and will be 
announced in the July issue of The Rivah Visitor’s Guide. Voting deadline: June 15

Also, each week two participants who send in ballots will be randomly chosen 
to receive a Rivah decal and koozie!

Pick up the May issue of The Rivah Visitor’s Guide
to find a ballot or visit www.Rivahguide.com!

We want to know the tastes, places, businesses and experiences that make “The Rivah” special 
to you. Do you have memories and traditions at certain places that help you attain a Rivah 
attitude? How about a secret discovery that you want to share? 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
May 14th — Gone to the Dogs Art Show 
Fundraiser and Raffle for Animal Welfare 
League. Raffle tickets for art on sale now. 
 

May 21st — “A Fool’s Odyssey” Theatre    
A Comic and Dramatic Story-Performance 
by David Tyson. Tickets on sale now. 
 

Our Outdoor Artisan Series is the second 
Saturday of each month May—Nov. featuring 
the finest local artisans in the region. 

A destination for the arts! 

With a diverse background encompass-
ing 30 years experience in Advertising, 
Design, Fine Arts and Technology, we 
are able to offer a comprehensive range 
of professional marketing services. 
Whether you need a new head shot, a 
new web site, social media management, 
or a complete corporate marketing pro-
gram for your business, we will consult 
with you to develop a customized plan 
sure to exceed your expectations. 
 

804-323-3169   
info@jeffcherrydesign.com 
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WHITE STONE—The White 
Stone Town Council on May 
5 took a first look at its pro-
posed fiscal year 2017 budget of 
$173,740. 

Council reviewed projected 
revenues at its April 7 meeting 
and held a work session April 25 
to complete the budget, which 
includes a proposed increase of 
$18,365 over the 2016 budget. 
White Stone’s 2016 budget was 
$155,375. 

Council will hold a second 
reading of the budget, followed 
by a public hearing at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 2, in the Town 
Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, 
White Stone. 

Town manager Patrick Frere 
projects revenue from the town’s 
cigarette tax to increase by some 
$16,500 based on the sale of 
11 rolls of tax stamps. Council 
voted in March to increase the 
cigarette tax from 15 cents per 
pack to 25 cents per pack. Addi-
tional funds generated from the 
tax increase may be used for 
loan repayments related to a pro-
posed public sewer system for 
the town.  

The 2017 budget also includes 
an expected increase of $1,500 
in bank taxes and $600 in local 
sales tax, along with $250 in 
rental income. However, vehicle 
tag sales are expected to decrease 
by $500 and a fuel tax refund is 
expected to decrease by $75. 

On the expense side, Frere 
estimates the town’s accountant 
fees will increase by $1,000 to 
$4,000 because of more exten-
sive audits associated with the 
town’s planning grant applica-
tions and housing rehab and 
downtown revitalization proj-
ects. 

An extra $2,500 has been 
added for landscaping and main-
tenance, according to mayor 
Randy Reeves, because the town 
is now assuming maintenance of 

the village commons. 
The other big expense will 

be the purchase of a new color 
copier with a maintenance con-
tract, said Frere. That will add 
$4,750 to office expenses. 

The town’s capital improve-
ment fund budget dropped 
$1,291 from $8,727 in 2016 to 
$7,436; however, a sewage proj-
ect fund of $11,600 was added. 
Money for that fund will come 
from the cigarette tax increase, 
said Frere. 

In other business, the town 
was notified on May 2 of a 
$693,707 grant award from the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality for its public septic proj-
ect. 

Frere said the grant will be 
used to put in grinder pump sta-
tions. 

DEQ announced some $3.4 
million in grants to be awarded 
for water quality improvement 
projects. White Stone received 
the largest grant amount of eight 
Virginia localities and agencies 
receiving funds. A Rockingham 
County septic assistance pro-
gram was awarded $616,972 
and a Culpeper septic cost share 
program received $604,566. 

Frere said the town is also 
working to get under contract 
with the state for a $1.4 mil-
lion Community Development 
Block Grant. A letter of intent 
for the grant was awarded by 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe in August  
2015. Several additional fund-
ing conditions had to be met 
before the money was to be 
awarded. The town has secured 
the additional funding and is 
now beginning the contract 
portion, said Frere. That grant 
was related to a comprehensive 
project including housing reha-
bilitation and a public sewer 
system.

Rep. Rob Wittman on May 
4 met with Frere and Reeves to 
review the project and tour the 
project area.

WHITE STONE—The 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge across the Rappa-
hannock River in White Stone 
is the front door to Lancaster 
County. Let’s make it inviting.

That was the message Roy 
Carter, Carl Smith and a hand-
ful of others delivered to the 
White Stone Town Council 
last Thursday, when members 
of the Save the Rappahannock 
Coalition urged council to join 
other towns and counties in a 
unified front against Domin-
ion Virginia Power’s proposal 
to place transmission towers 
alongside the bridge. 

“These towers are the first 
thing people will see,” said 
Carter. “This ugly sight,” will 
be a first impression.

Carter noted he came before 
the council in March, asking 
them to join the Lancaster and 
Middlesex boards of super-
visors and the Kilmarnock, 
Irvington and Urbanna town 
councils in passing a resolution 
to ask Dominion to bury the 
lines. Carter said the town has 
not responded to his request. 

“Join us, join the other 
towns, join the thousands of 
other people, join the business 
partners, to consider bringing 
resolutions to the table,” he 
said. 

Dominion has an application 
pending before the Virginia 
State Corporation Commis-
sion (SCC) for approval of a 
project to replace the 2.2 miles 
of power line that crosses the 
river. The proposal includes 
running line on towers placed 
85-feet east of the bridge, 
according to James Beazley 
with Dominion Virginia Power. 

The project has met with pri-
vate, public and government 
criticism over the past several 
months. The Save the Rappah-
annock Coalition has urged the 
SCC and Dominion to bury the 
lines. 

The 35 people attending last 
Thursday’s meeting in White 
Stone urged council to join in 
the fight. 

White Stone is about to 
embark on several rehabilita-
tion and renovation projects 
which would help to beautify 
the town and increase commer-
cial activity. 

Business owner Ammon G. 
Dunton Jr. commended the 
council and planning commis-
sion for thinking long term 
about growth and beauty and 
the future of White Stone. 
However, he said, “not joining 
in with your neighbors is very 
shortsighted.”

“Think about the people that 

elected you. They didn’t ask 
you to think about the short-
term benefits, but to think 
about the long term.”

Although the construction of 
the towers would undoubtedly 
bring business to White Stone 
in the short term, the unsightly 
towers would be detrimental to 
future growth, he said.

Lancaster District 3 super-
visor Jason Bellows also 
urged the council to join the 
fight, pointing out the bridge 
is a landmark and that “what 
Dominion has proposed is 
vastly different from [the 
towers already] there.”

In response, councilman 
Blair Kenyon made a motion 
to draft a resolution regarding 
the towers for consideration at 
the June 2 meeting. Joe Slia-
kis offered a second and the 
motion passed 5-0 with one 
abstention. Voting in favor 
were Kenyon, Sliakis, Irving 
Brittingham, Kelli Blanken-
ship and Paul Elbourn. Jenni-
fer Hodges abstained. William 
Hubbard was absent. 

Sliakis asked Save the Rap-
pahannock president Carl 
Smith whether he thought 
Dominion “has a vendetta 
against Lancaster County? 
Why do you think they are 
doing this with all this opposi-
tion?” 

Sliakis pointed out the power 
company is the the expert in 
the matter and has probably 
come up with the best and 
most affordable solution. He 
also asked Smith if the SCC is 
the final decision maker on the 
project and if that is the orga-
nization the council and others 
should address. Smith said yes, 
ultimately the decision about 
the project lies with the SCC. 

Brittingham reminded the 
audience the bridge is 60 years 
old and “it is an eyesore. I 
know people that don’t know 
what’s alongside it because 
they go across it with their eyes 
closed.”

Brittingham referenced the 
recent work and expected addi-
tional work to repair potholes 
on the bridge, saying the com-
munity needs to support the 
construction of a new bridge 
and the town council needs to 
pass a resolution requesting 
that from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Mayor Randy Reeves told 
Brittingham he and town man-
ager Patrick Frere were plan-
ning to attend a VDOT meet-
ing in Spotsylvania County 
this week and would voice 
their concern about the bridge. 
Reeves also said he had been 
in touch with county, state and 
federal representatives. 

Sheppard wins raffle

a good cause, the payoffs are not generally this exciting, 
said Sheppard. 

White Stone crunching
numbers for proposed
fiscal year 2017 budget

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone council 
to consider ‘no towers’ 
resolution at June meeting

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

■ Lancaster history
Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library (MBWML) in 

Lancaster seeks writers to contribute original research articles 
on Lancaster County history for a third volume of MBWML’s 
Echoes of Yesteryear Occasional Papers Series. The deadline for 
submissions is August 1.

The anticipated publication date is December 2016. For guide-
lines, email history@mbwm.org, or call 462-7280.

NEWS BREAK


