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WHITE STONE—The concept of 
a sewer system for the town of White 
Stone isn’t a new one, town manager 
Patrick Frere told about 75 people 
Thursday, April 21, at an Earth Day 
celebration. 

“The efforts to bring about a public 
wastewater system in White Stone can 
be traced back in the minute books of 
the town to September of 1970,” said 
Frere. “Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard Sr. 
wrote 46 years ago that a ‘sewage 
system and public water supply is 
essential if the town has any expecta-
tion to grow.’”

Last week, with the announce-
ment of federal funding, White Stone 
moved closer to Mayor Hubbard Sr.’s 
dream.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Rural Development office in 
Virginia, along with state and non-
profit officials, announced more 
than $4 million in wastewater infra-
structure funding for the town. The 
announcement on the front lawn at 
the old White Stone school build-
ing came in conjunction with Earth 
Day because the wastewater system 
addresses environmental, economic 
and health concerns close to the Ches-
apeake Bay.

According to Ken Baybutt, project 
manager with Bowman Consulting, 
the project will replace 175 existing 
drainfields that are in varying stages 
of effectiveness or have failed and 
will help to eliminate 9,000 pounds 
of nitrogen from the Chesapeake Bay. 
The drip irrigation system will also 
allow the drainfield land to still be 
farmed.

“Outdated or nonexistent public 
sewer systems are unhealthy for 

HEATHSVILLE—If you walk into 
a Northumberland courtroom these 
days, you’ll discover the docket is 
filled with defendants charged with 
everything from illegal manufactur-
ing to distribution of crack, cocaine, 
marijuana and gun possession while 
selling drugs. 

The big spike in drug arrests is part 
of a push by local sheriffs to stop drug 
trafficking in the Northern Neck.

Cracking down on drug dealers was 
a campaign promise of Sheriff James 
R. ‘Doc’ Lyons of Northumberland.

“When Pat (Lancaster County Sher-
iff Patrick McCranie) and I started 
running for sheriff, we decided we 
were going to work together on every-
thing,” said Sheriff Lyons. “What 
affects us affects Lancaster County.”

“It’s a win-win situation for both of 
us,” said Sheriff McCranie. “We’ve 
sworn in detectives from both coun-
ties to work for us.”

The arrangement gives both juris-
dictions joint assets to double their 
detective manpower when needed.

“I’ve worked with Doc for 26 years. 
We can pick up the phone any time 
and share manpower,” said Sheriff 
McCranie.

Their cooperative efforts don’t 
stop at the county lines. Richmond 
and Westmoreland sheriffs pledged 
their efforts and resources as well. 
Together, the counties are sending a 
message that illegal drugs will not be 
tolerated.

With the increase in the number 
of indictments handed down by the 
multi-jurisdictional grand jury, they 
are proving their coordinated efforts 
are paying off.

Sheriff Lyons also credits the 
efforts of county prosecutors.

“To work with and not against your 
prosecutor makes it 100% easier,” 
Sheriff Lyons said of Northumber-
land Commonwealth’s Attorney Jane 
Wrightson.

Ranking high on his list of suc-
cesses is an active new team of inves-
tigators, including Todd Jones, Allen 
Garland and Ashby Allen. “They’re…
active young guys who are really 
gung-ho,” he said.

The new sheriff brings to the job an 
extensive background in undercover 
and investigative work from serving 
25 years with the Virginia State Police 
(VSP). As a detective, he handled 

KILMARNOCK—Regis tered 
voters in Lancaster County’s three 
incorporated towns will go to the 
polls on Tuesday, May 3.

Voting will begin at 6 a.m. and end 
at 7 p.m., reported registrar Susan 
Jett.

In Irvington, the position of mayor 
and three council seats will be on the 
ballot. Candidates are Ralph “Rannie” 
Ransone for mayor and Kathleen F. 
Pollard, Frances E. Westbrook and 
Michael W. Bombay for three council 
seats.

Irvington citizens vote at Irvington 
Baptist Church, 53 King Carter Drive, 
Irvington.

In Kilmarnock, three seats are up 
for election for four-year terms and 

one seat is up for the remaining two 
years of a four-year term.

Rebecca Nunn, Michael Suther-
land, Keith Butler, Shawn Donahue 
and Bernice McElroy filed for the 
four-year terms. Betty S. “Betsy” 
Crowther is seeking the two-year 
term.

Kilmarnock votes at Grace Episco-
pal Church, 303 South Main Street,  
Kilmarnock.

In White Stone, four council posi-
tions will be on the ballot.

Candidates are J. Paul Elbourn, 
Marian Drew Hubbard, William B. 
Hubbard and Blair E. Kenyon.

White Stone residents vote at the 
White Stone Town Hall, 433 Rappa-
hannock Drive, White Stone.

Town elections
slated Tuesday

Sheriff Lyons welcomes
responsibilities and
challenges of position

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. ‘Doc’ Lyons

by Audrey Thomasson

drug cases, solved cold cases, violent 
crimes, sexual assaults and domestic 
violence.

“The county is fortunate to have 
someone with his expertise and expe-
rience,” said Wrightson. “He’s worked 
so many different kinds of cases, he’s 
a reference for officers, and me as 
well. I’ve learned things from him 
already. He knows how to get things 
done. He has so many contacts in the 
state and an excellent relationship 
with other counties.”   

When he took the reins of the 
department in January, Sheriff Lyons 
immediately looked for interoffice 
efficiencies and policies “for the bet-
terment of deputies,” he said. “My job 
is to make their job easier.”

He is confident, easy going and 
good natured. When 911 officers were 
busy with incoming calls, he stepped 
away from the interview to welcome 
and assist visitors who stopped by the 
new headquarters.

The new facility, along with a new 
emergency communication system 
and Sheriff Lyons’ leadership give 
structure to the department and have 
helped with the morale of his staff of 
35 deputies, communications officers 
and administrators. He notes the old 
building was a very depressing place 
to work.

“We’ve spent a lot of money on 911 
systems and radio systems,” he said.

From left, Jason Sams and Desi Wynter, both with the Virginia 
Department of Housing and Community Development, review the 
map for a housing rehab and public wastewater system project in 
White Stone. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

of the public wastewater system the town will install. From left are town manager Patrick Frere, Ken 
Baybutt, Mayor Randy Reeves, Basil Gooden, Hope Cupit, Scott Barringer and Desi Wynter. For more 
photo coverage, visit RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Residents from the town and others in the audience were invited to sign the pipe. From left are White 
Stone town councilman Blair Kenyon, town business owner Ammon G. Dunton Jr. and management 
team member and resident Hope Waters. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi  

USDA Rural Development announces 
$4 million White Stone wastewater project

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi people and the environment, which 
is a reason we work every day with 
Virginia localities to find solutions to 
water infrastructure and other chal-
lenges,” said USDA Rural Develop-
ment’s Virginia state director Basil 
Gooden, Ph.D. “These solutions 
create ripple effects that improve the 
economy, quality of life and envi-
ronment in rural Virginia, and we’re 
pleased to be able to partner with 
state, local and nonprofit organiza-
tions to make these improvements a 
reality.”

 Along with USDA Rural Devel-
opment, the Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-

ment (DHCD), the Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality and 
the Southeast Rural Community 
Assistance Project (SERCAP) all are 
contributing to the project.

The USDA Rural Development 
program announced $1,958,000 in 
grant funding and  $807,000 in loans. 

 Scott Barringer, deputy assistant 
administrator of Rural Utilities Ser-
vice, USDA Rural Development, said 
nationally the program had $1.2 bil-
lion in loan money and $300 million 
in grant funding. 

“For a town like White Stone to be 

SHERIFF LYONS, continued on page A2

WHITE STONE, continued on page A2
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able to secure the type of grant 
funding you did, well, you did 
good,” said Barringer. 

There was a lot of competi-
tion, he added, and “you were 
able to stand out among the 
competition this year.”

The Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community Devel-
opment (DHCD) has also given 
the town a $455,000 grant and 
SERCAP has awarded the proj-
ect $110,000 in grant money. 
The Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality has 
given the town a $750,000 loan. 

The cost of the wastewater 
system is more than $4 million 
and includes a treatment plant 
with a 40,000 gallon-per-day 
capacity and a collection system 
with approximately 13,800 
linear feet of force main piping. 

The completed system, which is 
phase one of a two-phase sewer 
plan in the town, will provide 
connections to approximately 
129 residential and 38 busi-
nesses or mixed-use buildings. 
Phase two will reach the remain-
der of the town. Phase one of the 
project also includes housing 
rehabilitation and phase two a 
downtown revitalization.

“This is a project that’s been 
in the making for many years,” 
said Mayor Randy Reeves. 
“This town will see growth and 
businesses but will also [stay] a 
small town where you’d like to 
raise your families.”

Mayor Reeves recognized the 
efforts of former Mayor Lloyd 
B. Hubbard Jr. The town council 
began the grant process during 
his tenure. He also praised 

The county’s new $1.1 mil-
lion communication network 
for all first responders has put 
an end to most all of the coun-
ty’s dead zones, where com-
munications were lost in the 
old system. Now, 911 opera-
tors can immediately pinpoint 
the location of callers whether 
they are using a land line or 
cell phone. 

Last year, Lancaster County 
supervisors piggybacked on 
Northumberland’s purchase 
and installed the same systems.

“Any systems that we can 
jointly go into to save the 

counties money, we’re looking 
into,” Sheriff Lyons said.

On June 1, residents will find 
deputies in new uniforms with 
dark pants and tan shirts. The 
sheriff feels the new colors will 
hold up better to the rigors of 
the job.

Sheriff Lyons is a Radford 
native who came to Northum-
berland on assignment for the 
VSP with the intent of stay-
ing two years. That was in 
1989. After getting to know 
the people, he and his wife of 
46 years, Patty, didn’t want to 
leave.

Sheriff Lyons said he was 
tired of being on the road all 
the time, and being called in 
the middle of the night to drive 
several hours to investigate a 
crime. He called his new job a 
“life changer.” There is a broad 
smile on his face when he says 
he loves his job. 

“I enjoy the responsibility of 
being in charge of Northum-
berland law enforcement,” he 
said. “I’ve really been fortu-
nate with the support I got 
from the voters and the sup-
port I get from the board. It’s 
an honor.”

6630 Main Street

Gloucester

694-3100

Mon-Tues • 10-5

Wed-Fri • 10-6 

Sat • 9:30-5 
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LANCASTER—Bettina “Tina” Powell recently joined the 
Northern Neck Court Appointed Special Advocate (CAS) board 
of directors.

She comes with a solid commitment and desire in helping to 
further CASA’s mission of working with abused and neglected 
children, said director Betty Wirth.

“We look forward to working with her on many upcoming 
projects,” said Wirth.

CASA is a national organization that advocates for the best 
interests of children involved in the juvenile and domestic rela-
tions court process. These children have either been abused, 
neglected or are in need of services and/or supervision.

Learn more about CASA at 462-0881, or nncasa.com.

From left are board members Marilyn Creager, Bettina 
Powell and Kenneth Baker, chairman.

Northern Neck CASA
welcomes Tina Powell

LANCASTER—Lancaster’s 
fiscal year 2016-17 capital 
improvement project (CIP) 
budget was presented at a public 
hearing April 21 and forwarded 
to county supervisors with no 
changes.

District 2 resident Charlie 
Costello offered the only com-
ment, praising the planning 
commission for how it priori-
tized the requests and noting 
the $2.05 million request from 
emergency services for a new 
headquarters belonged at the 
bottom.

Commission member David 
Chupp said he thought the 
county should ask the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to donate 
the former Family Maternity 
Center as an EMS facility. The 
county EMS division is tem-
porarily headquartered in the 
center.

“They have a possible buyer 
for that building,” said supervi-
sor William Lee, who serves as 
the board’s advisor to the plan-
ning commission.

EMS chief Terry McGregor 
previously had warned of the 
need to move forward on a per-
manent facility, especially in 
light of a possible sale.  

Commission members voted 
unanimously, 6-0, to send the 
$3.01 million proposed CIP 
budget to supervisors for con-
sideration. The list includes 
a $17,000 request to finish 
replacing windows in the 
county administration building 
and 25% matching funds for a 
state school security grant of up 
to $100,000. 

The ongoing replacement 
program for school buses seeks 
the purchase next term of one 
66-passenger school bus and 
one special needs bus for a 
total of $178,000. Also on the 
list, a school improvement and 
construction study at $37,000; 
public access to the water at 
$500,000; computer network 
upgrades at the sheriff’s office 
for $26,846; replacement of 
the high school air handler for 
$28,000; new exterior doors 
for the health department 
buildings at $12,000; replace-
ment of the roof over the health 
department at $36,450; interior 
renovations at the old jail and 
clerks office at $72,697; re-
sealing and striping the county 
parking lots at $27,000; and 
$2,050,000 to buy the EMS 
building.

The measure will be reviewed 
by supervisors tonight, April 28.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commis-
sion on Thursday, April 21, con-
tinued its discussion of the coun-
ty’s comprehensive plan in order 
to finalize its part by the summer.

“The comprehensive plan 
should be done by June or July. 
Then we have to send it to VDOT 
and the DEQ water division,” 
said new county planner Stuart 
McKenzie. 

County administrator Luttrell 
Tadlock indicated he would work 
with McKenzie to figure out a 
schedule to finish the compre-
hensive plan in a timely manner. 

Commission members last 
week discussed chapters 1 and 
5. Chapter 1 is entitled Analysis 
of Physical and Environmental 
Conditions. The only discussion 
regarding this chapter was about 
identifying subdivisions on the 
map provided in the plan. 

Chapter 5 concerns Water 
Quality and Shoreline Protec-
tion. The commission discussed 
how ground water in the aquifer 
serving the county is decreasing, 
and the possibility that a reser-
voir may be needed in the future. 
Chairman Bill Kling indicated 
that there is too much salt in the 
aquifer in Northumberland which 
is causing many residents of the 
county to invest in water treat-
ment systems. 

White Stone receives project funding
continued from page A1

Planning commission sends
$3.01 million capital project
plan to Lancaster supervisors

by Audrey Thomasson

Frere, saying “this town is really 
blessed to have Patrick. Without 
his knowledge and understand-
ing [of this process] and hard 
work, we wouldn’t be here.”

Seven people spoke at last 
Thursday’s 45-minute ceremony, 
including Mayor Reeves, Frere, 
Barringer, Baybutt and Gooden; 
Desi Wynter, associate director 
of the Program Administration 
and Assistance Office, DHCD; 
and Hope Cupit, chief executive 
officer and president, SERCAP.

The $2.7 million in USDA 
Rural Development funding 
is part of more than $4 million 
the agency announced last week 
across Virginia and part of $183 
million announced nationwide 
from the agency’s Water and 
Environmental Program (WEP). 
The program provides techni-
cal assistance and financing 
to develop drinking water and 
waste disposal systems for com-
munities with fewer than 10,000 
residents.

 Construction in White Stone 
is expected to begin in summer 
2017.

Sheriff Lyons up for responsibility
continued from page A1

Northumberland County’s
comprehensive plan review
could wrap up this summer

by Madison White Franks “The health department has 
been urging people to get away 
from groundwater systems,” said 
Mckenzie. 

The commission requested 
that someone from the Virginia 
Department of Environmental 
Quality come to the commis-
sion to answer questions they 
may have about the comprehen-
sive plan. Mckenzie indicated he 
would invite a representative of 
the DEQ to attend a meeting.

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701

Record will
observe spring 
break April 29

KILMARNOCK—The Rap-
pahannock Record will be closed 
on Friday, April 29, in observance 
of spring break. The office will 
reopen at 9 a.m. Monday, May 2.

There are no changes in the 
deadlines for submission of 
advertising and news items for 
next week’s paper.

Deadlines are Monday at 5 
p.m. for display advertising and 
noon on Tuesday for classified 
advertising and news items.
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VOTE
Shawn Donahue

Town Council
Signage doesn’t reflect  

support for the candidate
Paid for by Shawn Donahue for Town Council

YANKEE POINT MARINA

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Patrick McCra-
nie is warning citizens 
to be alert to the latest 
scam, callers attempting 
to swindle people out of 
money by claiming they 
are from the IRS or Pub-
lishers Clearing House.

“They are asking 
people to send money, 
sometimes from their 
bank account or asking 
for credit card informa-
tion,” said Sheriff McCra-
nie.

“The IRS or other insti-
tutions are not going to 
call and ask you to send 
money,” he said. 

Although calls can be 
reported to the sheriff’s 
office, it is virtually 
impossible to catch scam-
mers or solve the crimes, 
said Sheriff McCranie.

“Many times the people 
are operating from out of 
the country or are using 
temporary phone num-
bers which they are able 
to shut down quickly and 
move on,” he said. 

To avoid being the 
victim of a crime, Sheriff 
McCranie suggests resi-
dents filter calls through 
caller I.D. 

“If the number is 
unknown to you, don’t 
answer it. Let it go into 
your voice mail,” he said.

Lancaster Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie this week 
reported charges against six indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Terell L. Gilreath Sr., 44, of 
Gaskins Road was charged April 
20 with two counts of felony 
distribution of a controlled sub-
stance.

Marvell A. Rice, 39, of South-
port Lane was charged April 20 
with two counts of felony distri-
bution of a controlled substance.

Jerel L. Newton, 26, of Mary 
Ball Road was charged April 22 
with felony distribution of a con-
trolled substance. 

George E. Smith III, 44, of 
Riverwood Drive was charged 
April 22 felony distribution of a 
controlled substance.
Misdemeanors

A Norwood Church Road 
man, 34, was charged April 21 
with possession of marijuana.

A White Marsh Lane man, 
30, was charged April 24 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.
Activity report

April 18: Staff responded 

Lane for a civil issue involving 
real property, and to Mary Ball 
and Regina roads for a two-vehi-

April 19: Staff responded to 
Southport Lane for the report of 
an intoxicated individual who 
was trespassing, to the 100 block 
of Gaskins Road for a burn-
ing law violation, to the 1400 
block of Hoecake Road for an 
injured deer caught in a fence, 
to the 100 block of Harris Road 
to assist with a mental patient, to 
the 200 block of Weems Road 
to check on the welfare of an 
elderly person in the highway, 
to Windmill Point Road to assist 
emergency medical services, 
and to the 500 block of North 
Main Street to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) with a 
report of gunshots in the area.

April 20: Staff responded to 
a walk-in complaint of harass-
ment and obscene language, to 
the 500 block of Southport Lane 
for a trespasser (same person 
on April 19), to the 700 block 
of Norwood Church Road for a 
suspicious person in the tornado 
damaged area, and to the 600 
block of Hutchings Lane for a 
domestic disturbance involving 
a subject with mental issues.

April 21: Staff responded to a 
walk-in complaint that involved 
domestic violence, to the 600 
block of Hutchings Lane for a 
subject with mental issues, to 
the 500 block of Southport Lane 
for a disturbance at the adjoin-
ing property, to the 200 block 
of Fox Den Road for a report of 
vandalism to a boat, and to the 
100 block of York Road for a 
reported fraud (obtaining money 
by false pretense).

April 22: Staff responded to 
Mary Ball and Chases roads for 

 Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will spon-
sor Refuse To Be A Victim, a 
crime prevention and personal 
safety seminar, from 17 to 9 
p.m. May 18 and 25 at Chesa-
peake Bank Training Center, 
35 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which 
includes all program materials 
and light refreshments. Pre-
registration is required. Regis-
ter at refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-
be-a-victim.aspx; rprclub.com; 
410-5905 or NNRTBAV@
gmail.com. 

Virginia’s 4 p.m. Burning 
Law continues to April 30. 
This law prohibits burning 
before 4 p.m. if the fire is in, 
or within 300 feet of woodland, 
brushland or fields containing 
dry grass or other flammable 
materials.

A violation of this law is a 
Class 3 misdemeanor punish-
able by up to a $500 fine. In 
addition to the criminal vio-
lation, those who allow a fire 
to escape are liable for the 
cost of suppressing the fire as 
well as any damage caused to 
others’ property. To learn how 
to become “firewise,” visit dof.
virginia.gov.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Not the IRS
or Publisher’s 
Clearinghouse

by Audrey Thomasson

the intersection of Main Street 
and Irvington Road to assist 

a disabled vehicle, and to the 
300 block of Woods Drive for a 
report of an intoxicated and dis-
orderly male.

April 23: Staff responded to 
the 3100 block of White Chapel 
Road to assist EMS with a 
trauma call, and to the 800 block 
of Weems Road for a verbal dis-
agreement.

April 24: Staff responded to 
the 300 block of Carlson Road 
for report of a missing person, 
to the 1300 block of Windmill 
Point Road to investigate the 
theft of several items from a 
residence, to the 100 block of 
White Marsh Lane for a report 
of domestic violence resulting in 
the arrest above, and to a walk-in 
complaint of threats by another 
(emergency protective order 
issued).

Sheriff’s staff also conducted 
-

monses, assisted nine motorists, 
recorded one deer strike acci-

control, investigated 10 building 
alarms, logged two inmate trans-
ports, received 12 E911 hang-up 

animal control service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 

Nuttsville Road and Old Airport 

alarm on Old Airport Road.
White Stone VFD responded 

-

Mary Ball and Chases roads.
Northumberland Sher-

iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

Amanda Sue Hayes, 29, of 
Lottsburg was charged April 18 
on a capias to show cause for 
having her bond revoked for 
failing to appear on previous 
felony charges from the Stafford 
County Circuit Court.

Charles Edward Johnson, 50, 
of Farnham was charged April 
19 with possession of a stun gun 
after being declared a felon and 
being drunk in public.

Herman Elijah Turner, 35, 
of Tappahannock was charged 
April 22 with distribution of 
marijuana.

Shawn R. Sorrell, 37, of Bur-
gess was charged April 22 on 
a capias from the Richmond 
County Circuit Court for a vio-
lation probation on a felony 
charge. This was a Richmond 
County capias served by the 
Northumberland County Sher-

charged with driving suspended.
Misdemeanors

A Callao woman, 33, was 
charged April 20 with failing to 
appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A Farnham man, 25, was 
charged April 22 with two 
counts of assault and battery of 
family members.

A Hague man, 44, was 
charged April 23 with assault 
and battery of a family member.
Prescription Drug
Take Back Day

The Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office, in cooperation 
with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, will sponsor a 
Prescription Drug Take Back 
Day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 30.

Citizens are urged to bring 
unused prescription drugs to the 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff’s Office, 76 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville, said Sheriff James 
R.”Doc” Lyons. A container will 
be provided for safe disposal of 
these drugs.

Liquid medications and nee-
dles will not be accepted, he 
said.

NEWS 
BREAK

LOTTSBURG—Northum-
berland School Board member 
Gerald Howard last week iden-
tified board member Dana 
O’Bier as the individual who 
accessed student discipline 
records and an employee file 
and shared the information with 
a resource officer.

Howard made the comment 
April 21 in a special school 
board session to introduce a 
new board attorney and get 
legal advice on the situation 
which has been brewing for 
weeks.

“Dana O’Bier…got the 
records…showed the records 
to …the resource officer,” said 
Howard. “I have not heard Miss 
O’Bier or anyone else say it did 
not happen.” 

On several occasions in open 
session, Howard has asked 
the “unnamed member” to 
release the names of the stu-
dent files and the employee 
file she accessed and reveal the 
employee who gave her access. 
According to Howard, O’Bier 
has refused.

After the meeting, Howard 
explained that as an unnamed 
source of the action, it put a 
shroud of suspicion on the 
entire board. “I wanted every-
one to know it wasn’t Dr. Gates 
or other school board mem-
bers,” he said.

During the meeting, O’Bier 
said the information she got is 
sent out in a daily email disci-
plinary log. However, board 
chairman Dean Sumner indi-
cated she should not have been 
allowed access to the informa-
tion.

The board introduced a new 
attorney at last week’s special 
meeting, but he was unable to 
reconcile the riff between mem-
bers. 

Brad King of the Richmond 
law firm of Sands Anderson 
reviewed the Code of Virginia 
governing school boards, but 
had no luck in moving the board 
toward consensus.

“Things in the past must be 
dealt with before we can move 
forward,” said Howard. “You 
were hired under dubious cir-
cumstances. You were brought 
in without the board looking at 
other attorneys first. Why were 
you recommended? Did they 
have conversations with you 
before?”

Howard was referring to the 
April 11 actions of members 
Gayle Sterrett, Betty Christo-
pher and O’Bier who voted 3 
to 2 to replace the former board 
attorney after he sent a letter 
explaining Virginia laws do not 
give individual board members 
any authority, but that their 
authority comes as a board unit.

King was reluctant to com-
ment on O’Bier’s action with-

out first holding an investiga-
tion. He also noted the board 
has authority only as a unit 
and not as an individual acting 
alone, adding that federal laws 
prevent the release of records to 
a third party without the written 
consent of the parent. He noted 
there are other laws that apply 
to accessing employee files. 

However, he said the law 
does not allow parents to sue 
the school district in this situ-
ation. 

“If there has been a viola-
tion…parents can’t sue,” said 
King. “They can contact the 
federal government and the 
government can say federal 
funding is in jeopardy. I’ve 
never seen it happen.”

Howard asked about access-
ing the files of a special educa-
tion child.

“There’s a different law for 
that,” said King.

Howard noted that parents 
must be notified in a timely 
manner of O’Bier’s action, 
stressing the board has a duty to 
take action on the situation with 
students’ records. 

Sterrett and O’Bier had a 
number of questions regarding 
the basics of parliamentary pro-
cedures.

“We just don’t know what we 
can do,” said Sterrett.

“You cancelled on a board 
retreat with the Virginia School 
Board Association” to learn 

Parents to receive letters regarding middle school student records breach
by Audrey Thomasson counsel on board liability. The 

vote was 4-1, with Howard 
objecting to a closed discussion.

When members returned 
to open session, they took 
no action. However, Sumner 
explained that King was going 
to draft a letter for the board to 
review that would be sent to the 

parents of middle school stu-
dents. Sumner said no investi-
gation is scheduled.

“I think the attorney has all 
the information,” said Sumner.

“We’re going to all work 
together and move forward on 
behalf of the students,” Sterrett 
added.

governance, said Sumner.
“My priority was a staff 

survey,” Sterrett replied, refer-
ring to a survey she previously 
administered, circulated, and 
compiled and says she plans to 
release in a future closed ses-
sion of the board. 

Sumner argued she had a 
choice to learn about her role 
on the school board and she 
refused.

“My priority was a staff 
survey,” Sterrett argued.

Sterrett and Christopher 
made several attempts at a 
motion to go into closed ses-
sion, which received the objec-
tions of the Rappahannock 
Record and Northumberland 
Echo.

King agreed, saying mem-
bers had not cited an appropri-
ate reason to close the meeting. 
After several more attempts, 
King offered a solution to go 
into executive session for legal 

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11
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KILMARNOCK—Rappahannock 
Garden Club members welcomed guest 
speaker Donna Cottingham to their April 
meeting at Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock.

Cottingham, Virginia Federation of 
Garden Clubs state chairman, presented a 
program on butterflies and gardening. But-
terflies require both nectar-producing 
plants for the butterfly’s nourishment and 
host plants where the butterfly completes 
its life cycle: egg, larva (caterpillar) and 
pupa (chrysalis), she explained.

Certain butterflies require specific 
plants to complete their life cycle.  
The monarch depends solely on the 
common milkweed. To attract butterflies 
to the garden, Cottingham suggested 
planting a variety of flowering nectar-
producing plants in a sunny area such as 
lantana and coneflower and host plants 
such as parsley and dill. Be aware that the 
host plants will be eaten by the caterpil-

lars, said Cottingham. Native plants are 
the best for butterfly gardens.   

President Bonnie Schaschek, conducted 
the business portion of the meeting.  She 
welcomed new member Mary Hutya.

Awards chairman Deborah Brooks 
announced club awards won at district 
and state levels. State awards included 

membership brochure, first; website, first; 
and newsletter, second. Piedmont District 
awards included membership brochure, 
first; website, first; newsletter, first; com-
munity landscape design, second; youth 
horticulture education, second; and year-
book, third. 

State and district award winners 
included Cathie Elliott, Deborah Brooks, 
Carol Clark, Karen Rosenfeld, Anne 
Warner and Margie Redlin.

April exhibition results for horticulture 
were Deborah Burgess, 50 points; Clark, 
20; Joan Eremenko, 5; Mary Jacobs, 
5; Pam Lazorchak, 2; Jo Manson, 10; 
Tami McCauley, 15; Mary Ann McKay, 
21; Redlin, 25; Rosenfeld, 8 and Sharon 
Rowe, 60, which includes best in show.

Clark earned 25 points for food garden.
Exhibition results for artistic design 

were Jennifer Boyenga, 5 points; Clark, 
15, which includes best in show; Ere-
menko, 3; and Redlin, 3.

The Northern Neck Orchestra
Matthews Brooks, Conductor

with the

Chesapeake Chorale
Cheryl Davis, Director

Mozart–Overture to Don Juan
Elgar–Salut d’Amour

Beethoven–Symphony No. 2

Lancaster County Middle School

 
online at NorthernNeckOrchestra.org or at the door 

Students always free with online reservation

Give That Special Mom
3 Reasons to Smile on

Mother’s Day

Happy 

Mother’s Day

A real rose of your choice trimmed 
in Pure 24k Gold that lasts forever,
an 18” Freshwater Pearl Necklace 

& Russell Stover Chocolates.

All for only $99!

A real rose of your choice trimmed 
in Pure 24k Gold that lasts forever,
an 18” Freshwater Pearl Necklace 

& Russell Stover Chocolates.

All for only $99!
Ross’s Rings and Things

435-3529

Garden club learns about butterfly garden

 From left are Rappahannock Garden 
Club vice president Jenny Boyenga, 
president Bonnie Schaschek and 
guest speaker Donna Cottingham.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Woman’s Club of Northumber-
land County on April 12 held 
its annual fashion show and 
luncheon at Indian Creek Yacht 
and Country Club.

Club members modeled 
fashions from Foxy of Kilmar-
nock and Wildest Dreams 
of Burgess, reported Elaine 
Griger. Proceeds help support 
scholarships for one or more 
students of Northumberland 
High School to attend Rap-
pahannock Community Col-
lege. To date, scholarships have 
been awarded to 17 students.

During the event, the club 
recognized two women for 
outstanding contributions of 
service and volunteering to the 
larger community of Northum-
berland County, said Griger.

Tippie Deleo was chosen for 
her service to the community 
for her church and women’s 
health fields contributions, she 
said. Ellen Booker Kirby was 
honored for her work in the 

From left are (front row) Ellen Booker Kirby and 
Tippie Deleo; (next row) president Judy Rossi, Barbara 
Kennedy, Susan Payne and Donna Cummings.   

Woman’s club recognizes two 
members during fashion show

AYLETT—Northern Neck 
Rose Society president Klaus 
Boese and his wife, Janet, 
recently gave a presentation on 
Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) for Roses. 

A video presentation acquired 
from the American Rose Soci-
ety discussed rose diseases with 
emphasis on prevention, pest 
identification and appropriate 
action, reported vice president 
Mary Ann Olsen.

They answered many con-
cerns of the members in regard to 
fungi, bacteria viruses and nema-

todes. Other concerns were black 
spot and powdery mildew, said 
Olsen. Factors such as soil condi-
tion and plant location also were 
discussed.

The Northern Neck Rose Soci-
ety will visit the rose garden at 
the Norfolk Botanical Gardens 
May 24, she said. Plans are also 
being made to place roses in sev-
eral businesses during the begin-
ning of rose blooming season and 
identifying a specific rose.

The Rose Society welcomes 
new members. To join, call Klaus 
or Janet Boese, 435-0032. From left are Klaus and Janet Boese.

Rose society reviews pest management issues

community, particularly with 
the Northumberland Library, 
the Red Cross, and in her 
church. 

Each honoree was presented 
a check for their favorite char-
ity, said Griger. Deleo chose 
the American Cancer Society 
and Kirby chose the Meade 

Kilduff Foundation at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church. 

The event concluded with 
many of the attendees leaving 
with raffle baskets or silent 
auction items.

The club is open to all 
women of Northumberland 
County.

Rappahannock 

Record

Deadlines

Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

Classified Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON

News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

Bill Carlton and his 
daughter Katherine

When His Hips 
and Knees 
Wore Out,  
He Knew it 
Was Time to Act.
When you’re dealing with “bone against bone” waiting 
doesn’t help. Find out how orthopedic surgeon David Muron, MD, 

helped Bill overcome severe joint pain to get 
back to his fields, his family and the other 
things he loves. 

Read Bill’s story at  
riversideonline.com/orthostories.

helped B
back to h
things h

Read Bi
riverside

David J. Muron, MD

Are you living with joint pain?
Make an appointment  
today (804) 693-0529.

Bill Carlton and his 

riversideonline.com/ortho

Orthopedic Specialists
Gloucester
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Cathi’s Gardens
4265 Irvington Rd, 

Irvington
804.577.0450

Flowers Mom will Love

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Wildest Dreams Boutique

804-453-9453
702 Jessie duPont Hwy., Burgess, VA

Women’s Fashion Clothing

SlimSation Event
May 5th - 10:00 to 3:00

Come preview new fall colors & prints.
Celebrating Dreams 3rd Birthday Sale - May 5,6 & 7

All pink or green clothing  -  30% Off

{Daily Giveaway}
May 5th - SlimSation top & pants
May 6th & 7th - Gift Card $25.00 

Monday-Friday 9 am - 3 pm 
Saturday 10 am - 3 pm

 804-436-6728
50 East Church St., Kilmarnock

DAVE’S TRADING
COMPANY
Guns, Ammunition 
and Gunsmithing Services
MILITARY & LAW ENFORCEMENT DISCOUNT 
Gold & Silver, Swords/Knives, Militaria    

Buy-Sell-Trade

Rivah Antiques  
& Accessories

The Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula’s 
premier Estate Sale service provider! 

Call Emily to discuss liquidating an estate,  
moving or downsizing

436-7781

- Gorman Family of Weems, VA

www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. Good for the month of May

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

K I L M A R N O C K —
The Cobbs Hall Chapter, 
National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
(NSDAR) on April 11 cele-
brated its 63rd anniversary.

Members enjoyed hearing 
about the founding members 
of NSDAR from guest speaker 
Hilary Clare, reported Susan 
Hudson. The highlight of the 
meeting however was when 
Robert McKenney was sur-
prised to learn he would be 
presented the Community Ser-
vice Award for his many tire-
less volunteer initiatives and 
contributions to the Northern 
Neck.  

Clare presented “The DAR 
Founders and Their Vision 
125 Years Later.” A third gen-
eration NSDAR member from 
the Chancellor Wythe Chap-
ter, Clare has held numer-
ous leadership positions at 
the National, State and local 
levels both in her home state 
of New Jersey and Virginia. 
She serves as Virginia’s Dis-
trict II chairman.  

Clare told the story of 
founding women Mary Desha, 
Mary Lockwood, Ellen Wal-
worth and Eugenia Washing-
ton. Each of these remarkable 
women had riveting stories, 
she said. What they started 
in 1889 as an organization to 
promote historic preservation, 
education and patriotism grew 

to a roster of 2,300 in 10 years. 
Clare provided insight-

ful events that shaped these 
ladies’ sense of purpose and 
determination which all in 
attendance appreciated. Today, 
the NSDAR boasts of a mem-
bership roster of over 178,000 
women with over 3,000 chap-
ters located in all 50 states and 
14 foreign countries.   

Community Service Awards 
chairman Marsha Sitnik pre-
sented the 2016 Cobbs Hall 
Chapter Community Service 
Award to McKenney. In order 
to be considered for this rec-
ognition, a citizen must have 
contributed outstanding vol-

untary community service in 
the areas of cultural, educa-
tion, humanitarian, patriotic, 
historical, citizenship, or envi-
ronmental conservation, said 
Hudson.  

“Mr. McKenney has 
devoted a lifetime to educat-
ing; first in his career as a 
teacher and then as docent for 
such cultural giants as Strat-
ford Hall and with 30 years at 
Historic Christ Church,” said 
Sitnik. “His research efforts 
have expanded the body of 
knowledge on families who 
attended Christ Church in 
its very beginnings and con-
tributed to a landmark proj-

ect being undertaken by the 
research group there. He 
and his late wife established 
a scholarship for a Northern 
Neck college student who 
recently started a major in 
American History.”

 McKenney contributed 
the Lancaster County sec-
tion to Historic Sites in Vir-
ginia’s Northern Neck and 
Essex County: A Guide. He 
also wrote The Shepherd’s 
Fold: Cemetery Records of 
Northumberland County Vir-
ginia Churches; Roseland 
Cemetery:  An Inventory and 
History; Ties to Remember: 
A Study of Two Communities: 
The Community of Reedville 
(1874-1903) and the Commu-
nity of Roseland (1903-2003) 
and White Stone United Meth-
odist Church and White Stone 
United Methodist Church 
Cemetery.

McKenney also has success-
fully had numerous articles in 
the journals of Northern Neck 
of Virginia Historical Society 
and the Northumberland His-
torical Society. He also noted 
his efforts in genealogy and 
historic preservation.

“Bob McKenney has made 
a truly notable contribution 
towards the interpretation and 
the preservation of the histori-
cal and cultural fabric of the 
lower Northern Neck,” said 
Sitnik.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will hold a 
public hearing on the school 
budget at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 4, at the Courts Building, 
220 Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

Comment will be heard on a 
proposed budget of $17,064,178 
for the fiscal year commencing 
July 1. The total represents an 
increase of  $544,330 over the 
current budget. 

Projected revenues by cat-
egory include sales tax receipts 
of $1,532,630, up $113,023; 
other state funds, $2,752,886, 
down $70,714; federal funds, 
$884,055, up $26,679; county 
funds, $11,624,127, up 
$468,662; and other funds, 
$270,480, up $6,730.

Estimated expenditures by 
category include instruction, 
$12,165,366, up 356,533; 
administration and health, 
$857,994, down $28,914; pupil 
transportation, $1,401,803, 
up $158,828; operation and 
maintenance, $1,791,519, up 
$22,044; facilities, $47,000, 
down $90,846; debt service, 
$96,080, down $16,348; and 
technology, $704,416, up 
$143,034.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will hold public hearings 
on amendments to the zoning 
ordinance tonight, April 28. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at 
the Lancaster County Admin-
istration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster.

The amendments deal with 
Article 2, districts; Article 3, 
the agricultural limited district 
(A-1); and Article 4, the agri-
cultural general district (A-2).

Resolutions will be presented 
to the county’s state wrestling 
champions, indoor track state 
runners-up and basketball state 
runners-up.

Supervisors will consider 
emergency services radio 
system changes, a budget sup-
plement appropriation to Social 
Services, a bid for building 
the Windmill Point public boat 
ramp, and setting a public hear-
ing to vacate a private subdivi-
sion road.

The Agenda
Local Government News

McKenney receives Community Service Award

From left Robert McKenney receives the Community 
Service Award and pin from Marsha Sitnik.

Waste collection event set May 7 in Northumberland
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 

2016 Spring Household Haz-
ardous Waste and Electronic 
Waste Collection for Nor-
thumberland County will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
May 7 at the Northumberland 
County Middle School park-
ing lot, 175 Academic Lane, 
Heathsville.

This collaborative effort 
among Northumberland 
County, Virginia Cooperative 
Extension and the Northern 
Neck Soil and Water Conser-
vation District (NNSWCD) 
gives Northumberland County 
residents an opportunity to 
safely dispose of household 
chemicals and other sub-

stances that pose a danger 
to the environment if not 
disposed of properly, said 
NNSWCD education and 
outreach specialist Kathleen 
Watson.

Residents also may bring 
electronic items such as old 
televisions, computer moni-
tors, rechargeable batteries, 
telephones, printers and fax 
machines, said Watson. She 
urges residents to participate 
in this semi-annual event.

“We will take used motor 
oil, old gasoline, cleaners, oil 
based paint, antifreeze, spent 
fluorescent light bulbs and 
pesticides. These are all items 
that should be disposed of in a 

way that will keep them out of 
landfills, out of our waterways 
and away from wildlife,” said 
Watson. 

According to Watson a total 
of 35,259 pounds of house 
hold chemicals and hazardous 
products were collected and 
properly disposed of during 
a series of seven collection 
events throughout the four 
counties of the Northern Neck 
during 2015.

“That is a staggering number 
of items that were collected 
and properly disposed of and 

won’t pose any danger to our 
local waterways,” she said.

Residents should not bring 
ammunition, radioactive 
materials, tires, car batteries, 
medical waste, prescription 
drugs and latex paint. 

“Many people don’t realize 
that latex paint can be disposed 
of in the trash as long as it has 
dried up, which can be done 
by simply removing the lids 
and letting it sit before throw-
ing it away,” she said. “As for 
prescription and expired med-
ications, residents are urged to 
dispose of them during local 
drug take back events that are 
held semi-annually. Residents 
should check with their local 
law enforcement officials for 
details.”

Anyone with questions 
about the Household Haz-
ardous Waste and E-Waste 
collection event should call 
Extension office at 580-5694 
or the NNSWCD at 313-9102.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Nearly 25 years ago an elderly neighbor 
was involved in a minor automobile 

accident for which she received a ticket sum-
moning her to appear in court. She was quite 
nervous about the situation, and I offered to 
accompany her to the hearing. We arrived at 
the appointed hour, but had to wait for her 
case to be called. In the meantime we lis-
tened to several other cases.

The trials were in General District Court, 
with Judge Tristram Hyde presiding. I had 
known Tris Hyde for many years, but had not 
seen him in court until that day. Indeed, I had 
been his last client as a practicing attorney in 
that on the morning of the day he was to take 
the oath of office as Judge, he closed on a 
real estate transaction for a piece of property 
I was purchasing. Over the years when we 
spoke, we often noted that I had provided the 
closure to his time before the bench.

That day in court with my neighbor was 
memorable for the manner in which Tris 
treated everyone who appeared before him. 
He truly followed the motto carved in the 
entablature of the United States Supreme 
Court in Washington, “Equal Justice Under 
Law.” He greeted each defendant as he or she 

took his or her seat after being called by the 
bailiff, saying “Good Morning, Mr. or Mrs. 
Blank. How are you today?”, followed by a 
lucid explanation of the procedure and how 
it would ensue. No one was considered guilty 
until proven beyond the 
proverbial reasonable 
doubt.

In court Tris showed his 
respect for the integrity 
of each person regard-
less of the charge, and 
he conducted the pro-
ceedings accordingly. 
On the occasion of one 
of his re-appointments 
he asked if I should be 
willing to write on his 
behalf to the General Assembly, and I will-
ingly said yes, noting that he was the model 
of judicial comportment, and I was certain 
any letters received would reflect what the 
Delegates and Senators already knew. Later 
the Speaker of the House thanked me for 
the letter, adding that “Tris did not need to 
worry” for he was truly an impeccable judge.

The legal profession was only a part of 

Tris Hyde’s life. He served his country as 
an officer in the United States Marines, both 
on active duty and in the reserves. He was a 
proficient pilot, who kept his own plane, and 
enjoyed flying for his work and for pleasure. 

After assuming senior 
status on the court, 
Tris flew all over the 
Commonwealth to 
hear cases for other 
judges, whether to 
reduce their backload 
or to give them vaca-
tion time. 

In the manifold 
aspects of his life, he 
was inherently kind 
to everyone. On one 

beautiful weekend day many years ago he 
telephoned an elderly widow, and asked if 
she would like to join him for lunch on the 
Eastern Shore. He called for her, and off they 
went to his hangar, and then across the bay to 
dine. She was thrilled, and spoke of the occa-
sion long thereafter.

Although I had known Tris was a man of 
many talents, he surprised me by demon-

strating a new one when he asked if he could 
send me some poetry he had written.

The economy of his use of words in com-
posing a poem was as tight and logical as his 
judicial reasoning. For Tris each word had 
its proper place, whether in rendering a sen-
tence or developing a casual rhyme. 

Three years ago Tris learned that he was 
suffering from brain cancer. He underwent 
many treatments, never manifesting any 
resentment or complaint for the lot that he 
had received. He spoke of his illness with 
resignation and acceptance, still wanting to 
live as long as he could to enjoy his family 
and to share in all the other blessings of this 
life. His determination and the splendid care 
he received from his wife, Joanna, a regis-
tered nurse by profession, saw him through 
his ordeal to the end with the quality of life 
that was his hallmark.

Under Tris’s watchful eye, the virtue of 
justice flourished in the Northern Neck and 
beyond during his tenure in the judiciary. He 
led an exemplary life that made the lives of 
countless others better for his efforts. 

The Honorable Tristram Tupper Hyde, IV, 
February 25, 1941—April 18, 2016. R.I.P.

Although I had known Tris 
was a man of many talents, 
he surprised me by demon-
strating a new one when he 
asked if he could send me 
some poetry he had written.

Focal Point

Balancing Act

Photo by Michele Burtner

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

We are “come heres.” In 
2006, my family had a home 
built overlooking the beautiful 
Rappahannock River near the 
Norris Bridge and 100% of the 
money we spent was local.

To name just a few, we have 
done business with Northern 
Neck Construction, Lamberth 
Building Supplies, Car Wash 
Café, Willaby’s Restaurant, 
Ace Hardware, and Tri Star—
all terrific area businesses, so 
please acknowledge them.

We love our second home in 
White Stone. The farmers mar-
kets are wonderful. 

 As a side issue, our prop-
erty taxes have gone from $400 
per year for raw land to over 
$5,000 annually. Do the math 
for the past 10 years of taxes 
paid.

 If the proposed Dominion 
Towers were destroying the 
beautiful Rappahannock view 
back in 2006, our home would 
not be in the Northern Neck. 
All businesses that depend on 
construction, boating, tour-
ism, restaurants, real estate and 
retail sales could suffer unless 
Dominion buries the backup 
power line under the Rappah-
annock as they have beneath 
the York and Elizabeth rivers.

 No towers.
David C. Coakley,

White Stone

No towers

When I first heard about 
the “transgender community” 
demanding access to men’s 
and women’s bathrooms across 
America, I thought the con-
cept so absurd, so outrageous, 
that it didn’t stand a chance of 
being taken seriously. Boy, was 
I wrong.

Just last month,  in Glouces-
ter County, a sadly confused 
young woman identifying as 
a young man was granted full 
access to the boy’s locker room/
bathrooms at Gloucester High 
School. It wasn’t enough that 
the school was willing to try 
to accommodate such persons 
in separate bathroom facilities. 
No, that was discriminatory by 
not allowing this young woman 
to use the boy’s bathroom with 
whom she identifies as her 
gender “peers.”

Rather than get this con-
fused young woman the mental 
and emotional health care that 
she obviously needs, the entire 
community now has to revolve 
around her tragic mental ill-
ness.

Now the department store 
Target has announced that 
they will not be discriminating 
against any sexually confused 
person’s desire to use any bath 
or dressing room they “iden-
tify” with. So when you let 
your delicate little girl go to 
the Ladies Room, if there is a 
beastly man in there “identify-
ing” as a woman there’s not a 
thing you can do about it. Even 
though some of these perverts 
have been caught with a cell 
phone perched over or under 
the stall, we all must embrace 

Bizarre world

this insanity or else…
From Breitbart: “Totalitari-

anism is about using force to 
gain political goals. You can’t 
get more coercive than forc-
ing the vast majority of people 
to endorse the utterly bizarre 
just to accommodate the alleg-
edly hurt feelings of an almost 
undetectably small percentage 
of the population.”

“To make progressives 
appear sane, all the world must 
be driven mad; to make them 
appear noble, all the world 
must be humiliated by them...”

 Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

We need the Dominion 
power lines supported on deep 
foundations holding towers.

I found the April 21 Record 
rather interesting to have its 
lead article discuss how the 
aged Norris Bridge is failing 
followed by how our county 
board of supervisors (5-0) 
wants to stop Dominion Power 
from erecting a tower system 
that removes their existing 
power lines from the Norris 
Bridge.

The soil below the Rappa-
hannock River at the Norris 
Bridge compresses easily. 
When I performed soil tests 
for the Dominion Power line 
in January 2015, my probes 
sank into this mud 25 feet from 
their 300 pound weight alone. 
Placing the utility lines under-
ground would require a trench 
at least 25 feet deep so that they 
do not settle excessively. In 
addition to damaging the envi-
ronment, constructing a trench 
to these depths will have huge 
costs. The only practical and 
economical engineering solu-
tion would support the power 
lines on a deep piled founda-
tion system holding towers.

Notably, Dominion Power 
does not have to replace the 
existing towers. But they want 
to provide a more reliable elec-
trical service to our area, and 
we need them to do so. Obvi-
ously, our board of supervisor 
members are simply misin-
formed and misguided. They 
should push for us to get a 
new bridge and encourage 
Dominion Power to remove 
their power lines from the old 
Norris Bridge supporting them 
on cost-effective deep founda-
tions with towers.

Roger A. Failmezger, 
Morattico,

Professional Engineer, Fellow 
of the American Society of 

Civil Engineers, Diplomat of 
Geotechnical Engineering

Underground
power line
installation is 
not practical

I want to take this opportunity 
to tell the leaders of the Boys and 
Girls Club what an enjoyable eve-
ning I had at the Casino Night on 
the Rivah.

I don’t know of many other 
occasions here in Lancaster 

Community 
comes together

County where you can find folks 
from all walks of life, all races 
and economic status enjoying an 
evening of fun together for a great 
cause. That cause being the future 
of our children.

Here in one place we have a 
lawyer and banker side by side 
dispensing libations to a thirsty 
crowd and in another we may find 
a minister enjoying a fun game of 
Texas Hold’em with members of 
his congregation. The point that I 
am trying to convey is that it was 
a beautiful sight for me to behold.

The ladies who are beautiful 
all of the time looked even more 
enchanting in their evening wear 
alongside of mates handsomely 
attired. Others may have been a 
bit more casual but it all blended 
in for a great atmosphere. 

The conversation with county 
officials whom normally I would 
only see in an official capacity 
was very cordial, stimulating and 
enjoyable. We are going to have 
to talk to and listen to each other 
if we are going to make prog-
ress in solving problems in our 
county. A fun night for a good 
cause is a good start.

One of things that the evening 
brought to my mind is that we 
have to up our game in support 
of this club. I should do more, I 
can do more and I will do more 
financially for our club.

Lloyd Hill, 
Weems

Recent reports concern the 
difficulty in obtaining the drugs 
needed to execute a criminal 

Execution
alternative

So abortion is murder? Okay; 
then advocate that women 
who get abortions be charged 
with murder. What’s so hard 
to understand about that and 
why the reluctance to charge 
women for a crime you pas-
sionately argue they commit?

It is because you believe 
women can’t be held mor-
ally responsible for their 
actions because...well...they’re 
women? Do you no longer 
believe murder is a punishable 
crime? Do you believe women 
are forced to get abortions 

A question of 
accountability

Several letters in the last issue 
supporting the two challengers 
in next week’s town council 
election implied some things 
about incumbents appointed to 
the current council: 

and judgement at the curb when 
entering the council chamber.

always vote as a block.

controlling ringleader.

controlling ringleader and are, 
therefore, beholding to that 
ringleader.

What is curious is the writ-
ers find fault with this council 
because it does not engage in 
the rancorous and shameful 
behavior exhibited by the coun-
cil under the previous town 
administration. The truth is that 
appointed council members are 
appointed by the whole coun-
cil, not one individual. Coun-
cil members often disagree on 
issues but work hard in commit-
tee to come to consensus before 
presenting them at council 
meetings. 

This process is very evident in 
debates about the Town Centre 
Park. Many improvements and 
cost savings have been achieved 
in this process. If the critics 
of the park had attended any 
of these sessions, all of which 
were open to the public, they 
would have seen and heard 
these debates first hand.

The council works to comport 
itself with respect and dignity to 
its members and the public.

Michael Sutherland,
Kilmarnock

Councilman
responds

YOUR LETTERS
against their will? Or maybe 
you think women are too brain-
less to know that getting preg-
nant means making a baby? 

You can lament abortion all 
you want, but until you are 
willing to state that women 
should be charged for the crime 
you so readily accuse them of, 
we have no reason to take you 
seriously.

Charles VanDenburgh,
Wicomico Church

on death row. They might even 
cancel executions.

On the other hand, there has 
been an increase in death by 
drug overdose throughout the 
country.

We should look into this. 
Thirty days before a prisoner 
is scheduled for execution, we 
should begin to give him heroin 
injections to get him addicted. 

Then when his execution 
date arrives, we can inject him 
with an overdose. He would 
then die happy. 

We would save a lot of 
money doing it this way. 

Jack Jennings,
Mollusk

Rep. Rob Wittman has been selected to 
receive the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s 
“Spirit of Enterprise Award” in recognition 
of his support of pro-growth, pro-jobs poli-
cies. 

The award is given annually to members 
of Congress based on their votes on criti-
cal business legislation—those who have 
supported the Chamber’s position on at 
least 70% of those votes qualify. The Spirit 
of Enterprise Award highlights Wittman’s 
strong commitment to bolstering our coun-
try’s economy, creating jobs, and keeping 

our nation’s spirit of enterprise alive.
 “Entrepreneurship and free enterprise are 

the backbone of our economy,” said Rep. 
Wittman. “Yet, small businesses across the 
Commonwealth and country are struggling. 
Government’s role should be to eliminate 
barriers to success, not create them. Law-
makers have to get out of the way and let 
businesses work. The American entrepre-
neurial spirit—not Washington—is what is 
guiding our nation’s economy forward, and 
I will do everything in my power to continue 
to support our job creators.”

Rep. Wittman receives ‘Spirit of Enterprise Award’

The Lancaster County Democratic Commit-
tee will host Dining with Dems Saturday, April 
30, at The Beacon, Pilot House Restaurant, 
2737 Greys Point Road, Topping.

This annual event always draws a large crowd, 
and this year it will be huge, said Donna Thomp-
son. The guest speaker will be Virginia Attorney 
General Mark Herring.

Matt Rowe, who is seeking the Democratic 
nomination for U.S. House of Representa-

tives in the First District, also will attend, said 
Thompson. 

Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. for a social 
period. The program will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
with a complete sit-down dinner to follow. The 
event will include a cash bar.

Tickets are $25 each, or $45 for two. Pur-
chase tickets at lancovadems.org, or contact 
event chairman Katherine Keith at katherine.
lee.keith@gmail.com, or 703-608-4741.

Herring will speak Saturday at ‘Dining with Dems’
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Meet the Candidate 
Bernice N. McElroy

Saturday, April 30th from 1-3pm 

Come out to meet the Candidate and 
share your views about the future of 

Kilmarnock with her!

Paid for by Friends of Bernice McElroy for Town Councilil

Do you remember?
The 1953 Kilmarnock High School girls championship basketball team members 
include (in no particular order) Ella Benson, Doris Christopher, Emma Gene Daniels, 
Augusta Eubank, Jane Harcum, Nancy Haydon, Sue Haynie, Sally Hoffman, Myrna 
McKenney, Dixie Moorman, Nancy Norris, Etta Jo Sadler, Patricia Lumpkin and 
Anne Long. Catherine Dixon was manager and Mary Lee Johnson and Ada Hudnall 
were the coaches, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you 
remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum. 

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the Virginia 

Citizen)
News Items

President Roosevelt is at 
Oyster Bay for the summer.

Emperor William of Ger-
many will enter two yachts 
in the Jamestown Exposition 
International races in Septem-
ber, 1907.

The summer normal institute 
for teachers of this part of the 
State was opened in Freder-
icksburg Thursday night of last  
week.

Twenty-three Americans, 
just landed from the steamer 
New York at Plymouth, Eng-
land, were killed Sunday morn-
ing last by the wreck of the 
train which was carrying them 
to England.
Caught On The Fly

Miss Maria Jones, of 
Urbanna, is in Fredericksburg 
attending the Summer Normal 
School.

Misses Edna C. Callahan 
and Lucy Sterling, of Wheal-
ton (Morattico), are in atten-
dance at the Summer Normal 
School at Fredericksburg.

Capt. Jno. C. Towles, son 
CampBell, and Fred Reynolds, 
of Lancaster, visited the Cap-
tain’s son, C. S. Towles, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney of Nor-
thumberland, a few days the 
past week.
Kilmarnock

A. A. Cralle, cashier in the 
bank at Tappahannock, spent 
several days the past week at 
his parental home here.

Miss Nan Bonner is on an 
extended visit to friends in 
Delaware.

Miss Allie Smither has 

It’s Rivah Time!
From the Potomac Rivah to the York Rivah

a FREE guide 
to the Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula

Advertise in the June Rivah!
On newsstands May 26

Super savings for advertising 
in more than one issue!

Advertising Deadline May 13

Call the Rapahannock Record at 
435-1701 for more information!

returned home, after her sea-
son’s work with Armstrong, 
Cator & Co.

Dr. A. R. Cohen, eye spe-
cialist, is in this section.

Miss Agnes W. Palmer is in 
Fredericksburg attending the 
summer Normal School.
White Stone

Miss Annie Spriggs, mil-
liner at Dawson, Ga., has 
returned home to spend the 
remainder of the summer.

The following delegates 
have been elected from the 
Baptist church here to the 
Rappahannock Baptist Asso-
ciation which convenes at Har-
mony Village July 25-27:  Rev. 
G. Y.  Bradley, J. R. Gresham, 
Robert A. Treakle and Geo. W. 
Thompson.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Vote for Butler
 
Keith Butler is running for one of the positions available on 
Kilmarnock Town Council and deserves one of the spots.
Keith was born in this community and has been a senior 
member of the team running the Tides Inn for a very long 
time.

I consider Keith a partner, not an employee; his intelligence, 
ability and extensive knowledge of the Northern Neck has 
held us in good stead.

He has already bought strong support and leadership to 
the Town Council and will be the leading light in bringing 
the town park and events center to fruition.

Keith runs with the right people and through his connections 
and dedication many local charities and support organizations 
have received extensive donations.

He will not tell you this, as he is not a politician; what he is, 
is a solid and trustworthy team member, without whom the 
town of Kilmarnock will be a poorer place.

If he is not the first on your list to vote for that is fine, but make 
sure he is on your list of delegates. Kilmarnock deserves 
the best team and that MUST include Keith Butler.

 Gordon Slatford
General Manager 
the Tides Inn

Paid for by Gordon Slatford
Authorized by Keith Butler, candidate for Kilmarnock Town Council

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.

Cathy’s
Unique Pursuits

SHOP THIS?

OR THIS!

804-435-1388
Mon. - Fri. - 10 to 6  Sat. - 10 to 5

*Gift Certificates Available*
One-of-a-kind Exclusive Handmade Bags & Purses

Locally Developed Fabric

Stylish Fashions & Accessories
44 Irvington Rd. Kilmarnock Va. 22482

Stand out in style!
Find your Mother’s Day gift here!

~Free scarf with purchase~
Offer expires 5/7/16
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Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!

Places to go and things 

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside: Marine Science Day at VIMS

Step back in time at the ballpark

Discover Westmoreland County

Dining at the Chesapeake Bay Chip Company

Terri Alderks-Owner 
Terri’s Place, 90 N. Main Street  

Kilmarnock  435-0400 

Vote for Rebecca Nunn for Kilmarnock Town Council on May 3rd.   
Paid for by Nunn for Town Council campaign. 

Virginia Lawn Mower Racing Association
Sanctioned Event 

Upper Lancaster Ruritan Club Race Track
th

Hosted by the Lancaster County Lodge 

Food will be available from the
Upper Lancaster Ruritan Club.

No glass bottles allowed
on premises, coolers welcome.

Please bring a lawn chair. 
Tailgating is encouraged!

Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department, Upper Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 

Squad and various Moose charities.

Please Support Our Sponsors:
Rivah Flooring Inc. 804-462-0368,

McNeals Brushes (Painting) 804-238-6009, 
Windows Direct of Eastern Virginia 804-462-7840, 

TK’s Siding and Seamless Gutters LLC. 804-436-6461, 
Reynolds Asparagus Farm 804-436-4074, 

Moore’s Excavating 804-462-7357, 
Hudson-Blunt Insurance Agency 804-462-5770,

Lancaster Auto & Marine 804-462-5345,
Kevin’s Lawncare & Maintenance 804-436-4684,

Chesapeake Homes 804-435-7706,
Dixie Deli 804-435-6745,

Gordon Construction 804-436-6640,
Hubner Seed 804-436-4232

The Oaks Restaurant 804-462-7050
Great Fortune Chinese Restaurant 804-435-6333
Individual Sponsors- Frank Shreve and Glenn Sydnor

ELECT
Michael “Mike” Sutherland

Kilmarnock Town Council  
May 3, 2016

Committees:
Admin & Finance

Elect also:

Voting Instructions:
1. Use a blue or black ball point ink pen.
2. Completely fill in the red box to the left of your selected candidate like this      .
3. For a write-in, write the name on the line provided and fill in the red box to the left of the name.
4. If you make a mistake, please ask for a new ballot.

Ballotstyle: 1

SAMPLE BALLOT
Town of Kilmarnock

General and Special Elections
Tuesday, May 3, 2016

Commonwealth of Virginia, Official Ballot

Member
Town Council

(Vote for not more than three)

Member
Town Council

For unexpired term to end
June 30, 2018

(Vote for only one)

Member
Town Council

(Vote for not more than four)

Mayor
(Vote for only one)

Member
Town Council

(Vote for not more than three)

                IRVINGTON   WHITE STONE              KILMARNOCK

SAMPLE BALLOTS

AUTHORIZED BY THE ELECTORAL BOARD OF THE 
COUNTY OF LANCASTER

P.O. BOX 169
LANCASTER, VA 22802-0169

Town council elections will 
be held Tuesday, May 3, in 
Irvington, Kilmarnock and 
White Stone (see sample bal-
lots above).

In the only contested race, 
Keith L. Butler, Shawn E. 
Donahue, Bernice N. McEl-
roy, Rebecca Tebbs Nunn 
and Michael T. Sutherland 
are seeking three seats on 
Kilmarnock town coun-
cil. One candidate, Betty S. 
“Betsy” Crowther, filed for 
the single seat in a special 
election.

Candidates in Kilmar-
nock’s contested general elec-
tion and the special election 
recently were asked to answer 
a few questions. Candidate 
Shawn E. Donahue was out of 
the country when the Record’s 
survey was distributed. How-
ever, he has since returned 
and submitted his responses 
for publication. Responses 
from the other candidates 
appeared last week. 

What kind of education/
experience do you have that 
qualifies you to govern a $3.8 
million budget, impose taxes 
and utility bills on citizens, 
and direct the town’s future?

Donahue: During my 
career, I had over 25 years 
in senior management. As 
regional manager and direc-
tor of government affairs for 
A.M. International and Man 
International of Germany, 
companies that were manu-
facturers of printing products, 
I was involved with $40-50 
million budgets.

My wife, Sandy, and I 
have owned and managed 
the Kilmarnock Inn here in 
Kilmarnock for the last nine 
years, and, as well, I have 
served four years on the 
Kilmarnock town council and 

Shawn E. Donahue

Town elections due May 3

have been part of overseeing 
similar budgets there already. 
I was selected by the town 
manager for the Main Street 
Project Committee. Finally, 
I served for seven years as 
chairman of our local Red 
Cross chapter.

What do you perceive as the 
current council problems?

Donahue: We need objec-
tive, independent thinking 
members of town council, but 
also individuals that under-
stand the commerce side of 
running the town. Ideas are 
great, but management of 
projects initiated, along with 
associated maintenance costs, 
is what is important and it is 
necessary that we have coun-
cil members that understand 
this aspect of the town’s com-
merce.

Where would you like to see 
Kilmarnock in 20 years and 
what is it going to take to get 
there?

Donahue: To some extent, 
we have an aging population 
here in Kilmarnock. If we are 

going to continue to attract 
retirees to Kilmarnock, we 
need adequate sidewalks, 
walking trails, etc., and we 
need to support and enhance 
public safety by continuing to 
support local fire, police, and 
rescue services.

We need adequate street 
lighting and pedestrian ser-
vices. Just recently, good 
friends of mine, Bud and 
Joan, were struck right here 
in town in a poorly lighted 
area, which is a good example 
of the need for better street 
lighting in our town.

If you could fix one thing 
about Kilmarnock, what 
would it be?

Donahue: I would have to 
say it would be two things. 
First, I would reduce the ter-
ribly excessive meals tax here 
in our town in order that indi-
viduals and families can more 
easily afford to go out and eat 
meals in our restaurants. This 
reduction in the meals tax 
will not decrease overall town 
meals tax revenues, as by 
lowering the tax, more people 
will eat out in restaurants and 
the total tax revenues to the 
town will increase.

Second, we need to look at 
the total outsourcing of our 
water and sewer services to 
perhaps a water and sewer 
management firm. If you 
will remember, we began 
outsourcing a great deal of 
the work associated with the 
water and sewer departments 
to subcontractors a number of 
years ago. But we still have 
our own in-house water and 
sewer employees. We seem to 
be caught in the middle with a 
lot of expense. This is why we 
need to look at going all the 
way with outsourcing these 
operations.

Please Join us at Dining with Dems 
Honored Speaker

Virginia Attorney General Mark Herring
Saturday April 30, 2016 

Doors open at 4:30 with cash bar  
Program begins at 5:30 with sit -down dinner to follow 

Meet Matt Rowe, candidate for Congress 
The Beacon at the Pilot House Inn 

2737 Grey’s Point Rd 
Topping, VA 23169

Tickets are $25 single, $45 for couple 
Buy online at Lancovadems.org, receipt will be sent

Questions? Phone event chair Katherine Keith, 
703 -608 -4741

Lancaster County Democratic Committee

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com


