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WHITE STONE —The Town of 
White Stone will host an Earth Day 
ceremony at 10 a.m. today, April 21, 
on the front lawn at the old White 
Stone school building, 606 Chesa-
peake Drive, White Stone.  

Representatives from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Rural 
Development program, as well 
as several state dignitaries, are 
expected to attend. 

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, 
the celebration 
will include an 
announcement  for 
a proposed public 
wastewater project 
in White Stone. 

The sewer project is part of a hous-
ing rehabilitation project included 
in phase one of a three-phase town 
makeover.

About five people are expected 
from the Department of Agriculture 
and several from the state Depart-
ment of Housing and Community 
Development, said Frere. 

The ceremony will be followed 
by a reception either in the former 
White Stone Event Center or under 
a tent on the grounds of the school 
building. 

Earth Day, celebrated annually on 
April 22, was first held in 1970 and 
demonstrates support for environ-
mental protection. 

The date of White Stone’s Earth 
Day ceremony was incorrect in the 
April 14 issue of the Rappahannock 
Record. 

LANCASTER—In a continuing effort to stop Dominion Power’s plans to 
place transmission towers across the Rappahannock River, the citizen-led Save 
the Rappahannock coalition won a bit of local government support last week. 

Following a closed session Thursday, April 14, Lancaster supervisors autho-
rized county attorney Jim Cornwell and the law firm of Sands Anderson to 
file a notice of participation in the State Corporation Commission hearings 
pertaining to Dominion’s application, according to county administrator Frank 
Pleva.

“Supervisors also authorized employing an expert witness to review Domin-
ion’s documents and testify in court on behalf of the county,” said Pleva. “The 
vote was 5-0.”

WHITE STONE—Two weeks 
after the Virginia Department of 
Transportation made emergency 
bridge repairs to a 40-foot section of 
crumbling decking on the Robert O. 
Norris  Jr. Memorial Bridge, they are 
at it again.

Monday, April 18, the two-mile 
bridge crossing the Rappahannock 
River was again down to one lane as 
a VDOT crew spent four hours put-
ting in a temporary patch on another 
40-foot section of the deck. VDOT 
assures the public the repairs are only 
to the top 2-inch layer of concrete and 
that the steel grid deck that supports 
traffic is sound.

“Just as we quickly repair a pothole 
on an interstate or primary road for 
motorist safety, we want to rapidly 
repair these areas of concrete dete-
rioration on the Norris Bridge,” said 
VDOT communications manager 
Kelly Hannon.

The bridge was down to one lane 

from 2:30 to 6:20 p.m. Monday. Per-
manent repairs will be made sometime 
during the week of April 25 to 29, and 
will take place during off-peak hours 
to avoid disruption for residents and 
businesses, Hannon said. 

The concrete overlay, which was 
installed in 1995, is coming to the 
end of its life expectancy of 25 years. 
Replacement is scheduled in four 
years at an estimated cost of $10- to 
$15-million. 

“Due to the age of the…concrete 
overlay, it is starting to deteriorate,” 
said Hannon, calling it normal and 
expected with rising and falling tem-
peratures in the spring and coupled 
with crossing traffic. The breakup is 
occurring at the center line where the 
two sections of overlay join.

“VDOT employees cross the bridge 
every day and check the condition of 
the concrete travel surface. We try to 
schedule and repair any sections that 
we can ahead of breakup,” she said.

VDOT will post exact times for the 
repair work at www.VirginiaDOT.org.

The Chesapeake Bay’s blue crab 
population increased to its highest 
level in four years, and the number of 
spawning-age females—a key ingre-
dient for future abundance—nearly 
doubled from last year, according 
to survey results released April 12. 

Results from the annual winter 
dredge survey conducted by Mary-
land and Virginia put the crab popu-
lation at 553 million, a 35% increase 
over last year, and the greatest number 
seen in the Chesapeake Bay since 
2012.

Fishery managers in both states 
said the good news may warrant 
some loosening of harvest restrictions 
imposed during recent low years, but 
cautioned against expecting large 
changes. “The higher abundance 
level means that we have a little more 
wiggle room,” said Virginia Marine 
Resources Commissioner John M.R. 
Bull.

But fishery managers and scientists 
cautioned that while the spawning 
age female estimate of 194 million is 
the highest number of spawners since 
2010, it remains below the recom-
mended target of 215 million—the 
number that scientists say would help 
maintain a healthy, more stable popu-
lation.

As a result, Bull said, any regula-
tion changes would likely be modest.

“I think we can go a little bit. I don’t 
think we can open up the flood gates,” 
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Blue skies and baseball
Hundreds gathered at Dream Fields last Saturday in Kilmarnock 

The opening ceremony included a parade of over 200 players, guest 

Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

County to take more active role
in SCC proceedings involving
Dominion’s tower application

Bay’s crab population hits four-year high, survey finds
by Karl Blankenship and
Timothy B. Wheeler,
Bay Journal News Service

he said. “I would hate to see the gains 
and improvements that we’ve made 
be lost in one year due to over-exu-
berance.” 

Likewise, Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources fisheries director 
Dave Blazer said the uptick in crab 
numbers could allow for a “modest 
adjustment” to current regulations.

Blue crabs are the bay’s most valu-
able commercial species, but persis-
tent low numbers of crabs spurred 
Maryland and Virginia to enact 
strict harvest limits in 2008 aimed at 
improving the survival rate for female 
crabs, thereby allowing more of them 
to spawn in summer and fall. Those 
regulations have since been further 
tightened as poor survey results in 
recent years led to record low harvests 
in 2013 and 2014.

Baywide harvests last year ticked 
up to 50 million pounds, officials 
said—29 million in Virginia and 21 
million in Maryland. That is a 40% 
increase from the 35 million baywide 
harvest in 2014, the lowest catch on 
record.

“This just goes to show that crabs 
are on the rebound, and it all works 
in cycles,” said Maryland Water-
men's Association president Robert T. 
Brown Sr.

He noted that underwater grasses 
also appear to be rebounding, and 
suggested that water quality may 
have played a more important factor 
in crab abundance than recent catch 
restrictions.

Harvest management is indeed only 
one factor that affects blue crab abun-

dance. Adult crabs spawn near the 
mouth of the bay, and their larvae float 
in Atlantic coastal waters for weeks 
before drifting back in as small crabs. 
Offshore weather conditions during 
that time greatly influence the number 
of young that return to the bay.

Moreover, increased crab abun-
dance does not ensure robust future 
populations. The 2012 survey found 
765 million crabs, a huge increase 
from the previous year, but harvests 
fell for three consecutive years after 
that as crab numbers decreased. Sci-
entists and fishery managers have 
suggested increased predation and 
harsh winters caused the decline.

The population needs to be rebuilt 

to a level that it can sustain fluctua-
tions caused by weather and preda-
tors, said Bull.

 “I would like this stock to no longer 
be on a rollercoaster,” he said.

Regulations enacted in recent 
years, such as daily bushel limits on 
crab harvests in Virginia, are help-
ing, he added. As crab numbers have 
increased, those limits force water-
men to throw more back into the 
water, allowing them to survive to 
reproduce. 

“A good number are still going to 
be caught,” Bull said. “But we are 
going to be conserving more of them 
than ever before to reach spawning 
age.”

Anson “Tuck” Hines, director 
of the Smithsonian Environmen-
tal Research Center and a longtime 
Chesapeake Bay blue crab researcher, 
said the survey results show that 
recent catch restrictions “seem to be 
working, but it’s not time to let up on 
good management."

"While these are good news indica-
tors in the short term,” he said, “in the 
longer term they are still well below 
where the population could be, and 
arguably should be.” 

Ultimately, fishery managers 
should consider moving toward estab-
lishing a quota each year that would 
set an actual limit on the number of 
blue crabs that can be harvested annu-
ally, based on results from the winter 
dredge survey, said Hines.

“Fisheries that are well managed 
are increasingly those fisheries that 
have a quota paired with a good fish-
ery independent tracking system,” he 
said.

Such a system is especially impor-
tant to allow managers to better 
respond to population fluctuations in 
short-lived species such as blue crabs, 
he said.

The Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Agreement, signed in 2014, calls for 
states to evaluate the potential for 
establishing a baywide allocation 
system by 2018, which would set 
annual harvest levels. The Chesapeake 
Bay Stock Assessment Committee, a 
panel of scientists and fishery manag-
ers supported by the National Oceanic 
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and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s Chesapeake Bay Office, 
is reviewing the results of the 
survey and will make recom-
mendations later this summer 
about future management and 
research needs.

The winter dredge survey 
has been conducted annually 
since 1990 by scientists in 
Maryland and Virginia, who 
tally crabs dredged from the 
bottom at 1,500 sites across the 
bay from December through 
March, when they are buried in 
mud and stationary. 

Historically, the survey has 
provided an accurate snapshot 
of crab abundance, and is the 
primary tool for assessing the 
health of the crab stock.

Distributed by the Bay Jour-
nal News Service
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IRVINGTON—Residents 
waiting to hear what, if any, 
new tax levy will be imposed on 
Irvington real estate this year will 
have to wait until budget plan-
ning is further along.

At last Thursday’s town coun-
cil meeting, council set a budget 
workshop for 5 p.m. Thursday, 
April 28, to determine the need 
for a tax levy.  

“I wish the people who want 
the tax would come to the next 
meeting and say why they need 
it,” said member Wayne Nun-
nally. He suggested there are 
plenty of funds in the reserve to 

KILMARNOCK—Following a public 
hearing Monday, April 18, the Kilmarnock 
town council voted to proceed with the sale 
of town property at 510, 512 and 514 North 
Main Street.

No one spoke in favor or against the pro-
posed sale of the former town office site to 
O’Reilly Automotive Stores Inc. based in 
Springfield, Mo., for $415,000.

Councilman Michael Sutherland intro-
duced the motion to sell the property and 
Keith Butler seconded. Mayor Mae Umphlett 
conducted a roll call vote and the motion 
passed, 7-0.

Administration and finance committee 
chairman Rebecca Tebbs Nunn brought the 
proposed fiscal year 2017 budget to council. 
The town manager’s draft shows a general 
revenue fund total of  $4.7 million and a util-
ity system total of $1.06 million.

The general revenue fund is higher than in 
past years due to the sale of the old town hall 
property for $415,000, a $300,000 stormwa-
ter grant, and $2 million in grants and bonds 
for the Town Centre Park, said Saunders.

The budget will be discussed in full detail 
and read at a public hearing at the May town 
council meeting. 

Nunn also indicated the town ranks in the 
90th percentile at govrank.org. The ranking 
shows how the town government’s overall 
fiscal health is compared to 6,500 local gov-
ernments nationwide.

Anticipating the move to new quarters at 
16 Town Center Drive, the Lancaster Com-
munity Library on School Street will be 
closed from April 30 to May 14, said execu-
tive director Lindsy Gardner.

Responding to concerns regarding the size 
of the new facility for books, Gardner said the 
library board wants more room for the public. 
The library will include a cafe space, 25-seat 
conference room, a used bookstore, study 
rooms for tutoring, an upstairs meeting room 
for up to 200 people, and different areas for 
children, teens and adults.

 Nonprofit organizations would be able to 
use the meeting space at no charge, she said. 
Other organizations would be subject to a yet-
to-be determined fee.

A grand opening will be planned for June.

The street, sidewalks and playground com-
mittee recommended street lighting along 
East Church Street be changed to high pres-
sure sodium lights at a cost of $3,400, which 
would be implemented by Dominion Virginia 
Power. 

Betsy Crowther asked if the lights would be 
intrusive for residents. The lights will be low 
amber colored and directed downward, said 
Saunders.

Councilman Keith Butler introduced a 
motion to approve the recommendation 
and Dr. Curtis Smith seconded. The motion 
passed, 7-0.

Council also:

of Judge Tristan Hyde who passed away 
Monday morning.

-
tion of three “Reserved for Veterans” signs in 
municipal parking lots.

sewer main on Claybrook Avenue.
-

bers in attendance and asked them to lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

KILMARNOCK—The uni-
form policy for Lancaster Pri-
mary and Middle schools is 
undergoing a review following 
inquiries from parents.

During the public comment 
period on Tuesday, April 12, 
parent Mattelyn Lee said uni-
forms are not cost efficient 
and that the uniform policy 
is causing parents to spend 
unnecessary money. 

“The uniform policy was 
adopted before I arrived,” said 
superintendent Steve Parker. 

The board decided to deter-
mine if the uniform policy is 
doing what it was meant to 
do. The pros and cons will be 
weighed in the process.

“Principals and parents 
need to be involved,” said 

board member Joan Gravatt. 
The board will be in con-

tact with parents and school 
officials to come up with a 
decision about the uniforms 
by the June school board 
meeting.
Other discussion

Career Technical Educa-
tion teacher Donna Wilkins 
informed board members that 
Lancaster now requires stu-
dents to get a CTE credential 
as a graduation requirement. 

Board member Kenya 
Moody suggested the schools 
offer more field trips. She said 
she believes field trips should 
be more frequent in order for 
students to learn outside of 
the classroom as long as it fits 
within the curriculum. 

“I’d like to see that done 
because you learn a lot with 

living history,” said board 
member Audrey Thomasson. 

Special Education Advisory 
Committee (SEAC) chairman 
Sandy Zeiler said the SEAC 
meets from 6 to 6:30 p.m. on 
second Tuesdays at Lancaster 
Middle School and the meet-
ings are open to the public.

She also announced a 
public awareness Pizza Night 
at 5 p.m. Monday, April 25, 
at Sal’s Pizza in Kilmarnock. 
SEAC provides an oppor-
tunity for parents to have a 
voice in the way school divi-
sions provide services to stu-
dents with disabilities. 

Chesapeake Chorale board 
member Charlie Costello 
presented three checks to the 
schools in the amount of $500 
to go towards the music pro-
grams in all three schools.

LANCASTER—Supervisors 
on Thursday, April 14, approved 
a fiscal year 2016-17 Lancaster 
school budget of $16.6 million 
that boosts salaries, adds two 
teaching positions and requires 
more county funds.

The budget includes 
$15,954,845 for general opera-
tions with the remainder in 
food service and textbooks. 
The total is $757,886 over 
the current budget. It reflects 
a boost in the contribution 
to health insurance to match 
the county, retirement incen-
tives for up to five teachers 

and hiring bonuses to attract 
hard-to-fill math, science and 
language teachers. The coun-
ty’s portion increases by some 
$200,000 to $10,834,157.

During a special meeting 
that lasted three minutes, the 
only school budget questions 
came from District 1 supervi-
sor Butch Jenkins and dealt 
with large amounts of funds 
remaining in categories in the 
current budget. 

“There’s an underage (of 
spending) in several catego-
ries,” said Jenkins. “About 
$200,000 is left in a $600,000 
budget for equipment.”

“Technology has a few pieces 

H E AT H S V I L L E — N o r-
thumberland emergency medi-
cal services (EMS) chief Rick 
McClure told supervisors last 
week that the EMS has recently 
employed seven people, includ-
ing full-time paramedics. 

This will allow an adequate 
number of people to respond to 
emergencies when volunteers 
are not available, said McClure 
during the April 14 board 
meeting.

Effective April 17, a rotation 
of volunteers and paid person-
nel was to be implemented 
at the Mid County station, 
providing 24-hour coverage. 
McClure also noted that if a 
call is deemed life threaten-
ing, the advanced life support 

ambulance will be dispatched 
immediately if available. 

Supervisor Tommy Tomlin 
raised concern about the rota-
tion members being in the 
station 24 hours a day. “I just 
don’t want tax dollars gone to 
waste with members twiddling 
their thumbs,” he said.

McClure said he is con-
cerned that Mid County will 
lose volunteers due to bring-
ing additional paid personnel 
on line. Efforts will be made 
to attract and retain volun-
teers.

Supervisor James Long rec-
ommended putting flyers out in 
order to recruit new volunteers. 

McClure said every station 
will have different response 
times due to the location of the 
station within the county.

Council votes to sell old town office tract
by Madison White-Franks

Budget may determine Irvington’s new tax levy
by Audrey Thomasson cover spending without imposing 

the tax.
“What would be a safe 

reserve for you?” asked vice 
mayor Kathleen Pollard. She 
noted the reserve is specifi-
cally there to cover unexpected 
expenses such as a natural 
disaster. “What if the side-
walk repairs aren’t $23,000 as 
we’ve budgeted and come in at 
$40,000?” she asked.

According to Jerry Latell, who 
heads up the budget committee, 
the reserve is approximately the 
size of the town’s current annual 
budget of about $120,000.

“The reason for a significant 
reserve is for what you can’t even 
imagine would happen,” member 
Gene Edmonds said. Edmonds 
said he is not running for re-
election, so his comments are not 
politically motivated.

“We don’t need more than 50% 
of our budget in the reserve,” 
Nunnally replied.

“You’re living in another 
world,” said Pollard.

Town attorney Wes Charlton 
said time spent on why the tax 
should be enacted is moot, since 
the ordinance was passed last 
month in anticipation of dwin-

dling revenues.
“You don’t have to set a rate at 

this time,” he added.
Mayor Rannie Ransone asked 

members to wait until the budget 
is worked out before making a 
decision on a rate.

In other business, council 
approved the use of the com-
mons by the Steamboat Era 
Museum for its annual fundrais-
ing event August 13 and a pre-
event on August 12. However, 
members noted the museum 
cannot set up a tent until after 
the Irvington Farmers Market on 
August 6.

Northumberland boosts EMS 
ranks with paid personnel

by Madison White-Franks

Lancaster supervisors approve $16.6 
million school budget for 2016-17

by Audrey Thomasson of equipment left to purchase,” 
responded school finance direc-
tor Whitney Barrack.

Jenkins also noted that 
$488,000 remains in the trans-
portation category. Barrack 
explained that much of those 
funds are accrued in order to 
pay bus drivers over a 12-month 
period.

On a motion by District 5 
supervisor Wally Beauchamp, 
supervisors passed the budget 
on a 5-0 vote and also voted to 
appropriate the funds by cat-
egory commencing July 1.

Supervisors typically approve 
the school budget before they 
pass the county budget.

School board to review uniform policy
by Madison White-Franks

Blue crabs
continued from page A1

Correction
A headline in the April 14 

Record erroneously indicated 
White Stone submitted a grant 
application on April 17 for its 
downtown revitalization proj-
ect.

The application was submit-
ted at 7 p.m. on the deadline 
day, March 23.

NEWS BREAK
■ 99th District Tea Party

The Convention of States Project will be the topic of the 99th 
District Tea Party, convening at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 26, at the 
Upper Lancaster Ruritan Club, 3989 Whitechapel Road, Lively. 
The meeting is free and open to the public. Pizza and coffee will 
be served.

“Our founding fathers gave us a means in the U. S. Consti-
tution to restrain what has become in our country a tyrannical 
administration, a congress that no longer represents the people 
that elected them, unrestrained spending and limitless debt, end-
less agencies and bureaucracies that restrict our God-given free-
doms,” said vice president Lyn Neira.

The speaker will be Karen Angulo, Virginia’s state director of 
the Convention of States Project. She will present the solution, 
found in Article V of the U. S. Constitution, to rein in what has 
become an overpowering central government.

“We will learn how to impose fiscal restraints on the federal 
government, limit their power and jurisdiction, and impose term 
limits on Congress, the Supreme Court and federal judges,” said 
Neira.



ANTIQUES AND MUCH MORE
BLUE SHARK ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES 

ESTATE SALE

Partial Listing of Items: c. 1880 beds, c. 1860-1880 dressers, marbletop chests, 
iron bed from Garrett Farm (famous for Booth’s escape), mirrors, clocks, tables, 
oil lamps, quilts, c. 1880 hall mirrors, paintings, depression glass, dishes, china, 
sofa, coverlets, crocks, books, church pews, brass bed, Empire mahogany 
sideboard, Eastlake roll top desk, executive desk, dolls, and much, much more.

Directions: From Route 3 between Montross and Warsaw, take Cople Hwy.  
(Rt. 202), at Mt. Holly take Mt. Holly Rd. (Rt. 621), from Mt. Holly Rd., take 
Bushfield Rd. (Rt. 711), to Estate Sale on left. Follow signs.

Terms of Sale: No prior sales, items sold “as is,” all sales final, cash or credit 
card.

For further information call Mary Repass or Mark Repass

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

YANKEE POINT MARINA

-
 this week 

reported charges against seven 
individuals.
Felonies

Henry R. Fife, 18, of Heaths-
ville was charged April 11 with 
carnal knowledge of a child ages 
13-15, and April 12 with con-
tributing to the delinquency of a 
minor, a misdemeanor. 

Jervon R. Henderson, 28, of 
Nuttsville Road was charged 
April 13 with felony revocation 
of a suspended sentence and pro-
bation.

An Edgewater Lane man, 46, 
was charged April 12 with distri-
bution of a controlled substance.

A Mt. Airy, Md., woman, 23, 
was charged April 13 with fail-
ure to report for pretrial services 
and failure to appear in court.

A Heathsville man, 29, was 
charged April 13 with failure to 
report for pretrial services. 

A Thrasher Court woman, 20, 
was charged April 14 with pre-
trial services violation.

An Iberis Road man, 67, was 
charged April 15 with trespass-
ing and entering property with 
intent to damage. 

: Staff responded to 
the 2900 block of Browns Store 
Road to assist Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office (NCSO) 
with a possible burglary, to 
the 500 block of Merry Point 
Road for the report of a suspi-
cious vehicle, to the 100 block 
of Kenner Drive for a report of 
a suspicious person, to the 700 
block of Johns Neck Road for 
the report of a missing person 
that evolved into a death inves-
tigation, and to the 100 block 
of Benson Road for a reported 
domestic disturbance involving 
a juvenile.

:  Staff responded 
to the area of Irvington Road for 
a report of a reckless driver, to 
the area between Lancaster and 
Lively for a report of a reckless 
driver, to Pinckardsville Road 
for a single-vehicle traffic crash, 
to the 2100 block of Morattico 
Road for the report of a suspi-
cious vehicle, and to Windmill 
Point Road for the report of a traf-
fic hazard; and received a com-
plaint of threatening phone calls.

: Staff responded 

to the 4300 block of Irvington 
Road for a report of vandalism 
to property, to the 700 block of 
Alfonso Road for the report of 
destruction of a mailbox, with 
social services to Thomas Road 
for a welfare intervention, to 
the 3100 block of White Chapel 
Road for the report of a tres-
passer, and to the 3900 block 
of River Road for the report of 
weapons being discharged; and 
staff was flagged down on Tay-
lors Creek Road concerning an 
assault.

: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Beanes Road 
for the report of a single-vehicle 
traffic crash, to the 200 block 
of Sandlin Drive for report of 
threats involving a weapon, to 
the 3200 block of Irvington 
Road for the report of a domes-
tic disturbance, and to the 300 
block of Johns Neck Road for a 
reported assault and battery that 
involved injury; and received 
a walk-in complaint of a stolen 
auto from the 6300 block of 
Mary Ball Road (vehicle was 
recovered in Kilmarnock after 
it had been involved in a traffic 
accident), and a walk-in com-
plaint of a missing person from 
the 800 block of Iberis Road. 

: Staff responded to 
the 100 block of Primary School 
Circle for a report of a stolen cell 
phone, and to the 300 block of 
Cow Shed Road for the report 
of a burglary and the larceny of 
items from within the residence.

: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Harris Road 
and the 100 block of Lumber-
lost Road for the investigation 
of a sexual assault, to the area 
of Old Orchard Road for the 
report of a reckless driver, to 
the area of Lara Road for the 
report of a road hazard, and to a 
single-vehicle traffic accident at 
the intersection of Chases and 
Poplar Neck roads.

: Staff responded to 
the walk-in report of an injured 
bald eagle between Lancaster 
and Lively, to the 6300 block of 
Mary Ball Road for a reported 
domestic disturbance, to the 800 
block of Paynes Creek Road for 
the report of suspicious persons, 
to the 100 block of First Street 
for a reported assault with inju-
ries, to a single-vehicle motor 
vehicle crash in the Shore Drive 
area, and to the 600 block of 

Rappahannock Drive for the 
report of a verbal dispute.

Staff also conducted 24 traffic 
stops, issued seven summonses, 
assisted five motorists, recorded 
a deer strike accident, handled 
a request for traffic control, 
investigated 12 building alarms, 
logged an inmate transport, 
received four 911 hang-up calls 
and fielded two calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
traffic crash on Mary Ball Road, 
with Kilmarnock VFD to a traf-
fic crash on Pinckardsville Road, 
and assisted emergency medical 
services on Thomas Road.

Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to a hazardous mate-
rial spill on Main Street.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a traffic crash on Chases 
Road.

-

this week reported charges 
against nine individuals.
Felonies

Henry Ray Fife, 18, of Heaths-
ville was charged April 12 with 
carnal knowledge of a child ages 
13-14 and contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor.

William Lawrence George, 
39, of Reedville was charged 
April 15 with possession of a 
schedule I or II drug, four counts 
of abuse/child neglect, posses-
sion of marijuana, sell/possess 
drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of controlled paraphernalia. 
These were the Virginia State 
Police’s warrants and served by 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office.

A Weems man, 52, was 
charged April 14 with a capias to 
show cause for violating a court 
order. This order was issued by 
the Northumberland County 
Circuit Court and served by 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Kinsale man, 38, was 
charged with a capias/attach-
ment of the body for violating 
pre-trial services by receiving 
new charges. This order was 
issued from the Northumberland 
County Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court and was served 
by the Richmond County Sher-

iff’s Office.
A Callao man, 60, was 

charged April 14 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

A Callao woman, 40, was 
charged April 14 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

A Lancaster County man, 
67, was charged April 15 with 
interfering with property rights 
of others and criminal trespass. 
These were Northumberland 
County warrants, served by 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Heathsville man, 34, was 
charged April 16 with assault 
and battery of a household 
member.

A Callao man, 29, was 
charged April 16 with failing to 
appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court.

KILMARNOCK—Casino Night on the Rivah Saturday, April 
16, attracted some 200 guests to the Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck.

They spent the evening dancing and placing bets at the Rou-
lette wheel, Poker tables and electronic horse racing. Other activ-
ities included a silent auction and raffles. 

Early fundraising estimates total about $30,000, mostly 
through ticket sales and sponsorships, reported executive direc-
tor Phillip Mumford.

Event sponsors included Bank of Lancaster, Chesapeake 
Investment Group, Union Bank, E.W. Hines and Associates, 
EVB Bank and Entertainment Systems. Gaming equipment and 
dealers were supplied by Group Dynamics Entertainment of 
Richmond. 

Preliminary Casino Night 
‘winnings’ total $30,000
for the Boys & Girls Club
of the Northern Neck

 Photo by Audrey Thomasson
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■
The Lancaster County 

NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. 
April 26 and May 24 at Chesa-
peake Bank Training Center, 
51 School Street, Kilmarnock. 

“We expect to be meeting in 
the new library at our regular 
third Thursday meeting time 
for June,” said Lloyd N. Hill.

Discussion items will 
include the 2016 NAACP state 
election and the resolution 
passed at the convention.

“We will also entertain 
ideas for registering voters and 
increasing memberships,” said 
Hill.

NEWS 
BREAK
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H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
boating community in Nor-
thumberland County is yearn-
ing to thrive due to changes 
in boat tax regulations in sur-
rounding counties. 

Fred Olverson of Olver-
son Lodge Creek Marina in 
Lottsburg petitioned the Nor-
thumberland board of super-
visors on Thursday, April 
14, to consider leveling the 
playing field with Lancaster 
County regarding boat taxes. 
Lancaster has no tax on boats 
that weigh more than five 
tons; therefore, marinas in 
Northumberland are losing 
business and they fear for the 
future of their operations, he 
said. 

Northumberland is taxing 
boaters on what they paid for 
their boat, and, according to 
Olverson, that’s not right. 

“You pay on what some-
thing is worth, not what you 
paid for it,” said Olverson. 

He indicated many marinas 
used to have a waiting list for 
a slot for storage and now 
there is no waiting list for 
many of them. He said most 
people are moving their boat 
to Lancaster or somewhere 
else that is more tax friendly.  

Olverson said county mari-
nas want the supervisors to 
reevaluate the tax because 
they have been hurting for the 
past three years. 

Others at the meeting sup-
ported Olverson’s request and 
agreed the supervisors should 
consider “leveling the playing 
field” with Lancaster. 
Other matters

Paul Lee of Robinson, 
Farmer, Cox Associates pre-
sented the 2015 audit. He 
stated that $4.8 million was 
unallocated for the county.

County treasurer Ellen 
Booker Kirby reported that 
97% of taxes owed the county 
have been collected and that 
Northumberland is on target 
to collect 99% by June 30. 

Electoral board member Joe 
Schlatter thanked the super-
visors for their support. When 
the county voting machines 
failed, the supervisors made 
an emergency acquisition to 
purchase new machines. In 
January, the machines had 
their acceptance testing and 
in the Virginia Primary elec-
tion they were used for the 
first time, he said. 

The board noted the 2016 
Household Hazardous Waste 
and E-Waste Collection date 
for Northumberland will be 
May 7 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Northumberland Middle 
School. Lancaster’s day will 
be May 21 from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Kilmarnock 
Refuse Center. 

The board is conducting 
work sessions on the school 
board’s $17.06 million budget 
request for 2016-17. The next 

work session is set for 8 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 26. A related 
public hearing will be held 
May 4. 

Following public hearings, 
the board:

-
ing and Air to construct a 
dwelling on a business parcel 
on Village Green Drive in 
Callao.

Miller, trustee and owner, to 
establish a social hall on an 
industrial parcel at 365 Deep-
water Lane.

Fahey Trust at 193 Bow Wood 
Drive, Wicomico Church, and 
J. Matthew McShane at 191 
Bow Wood Drive, Wicomico 
Church, to establish farming 
with livestock operations. 

decision on a request for an 
exception to the Chesapeake 
Bay Act from Susan Fox, 
owner, to construct a single-
family dwelling within the 
resource protection area at 
the end of Sandy Run Trail. 
The application received 
objections from neighboring 
property owners questioning 
the suitability of the lot for 
building.

KILMARNOCK—The Rappahannock Foun-
dation for the Arts on April 9 presented the final 
On-Stage performance for the 2015-16 season at 
the Lancaster Middle School Theater in Kilmar-
nock.

Jazz singer Jane Monheit performed a trib-
ute to Ella Fitzgerald, with a program of songs 
from the Great American Songbook. She sang 
the music of Duke Ellington, George Gershwin, 
Cole Porter, and Rogers and Hart, including such 
numbers as “Where or When,” “Something’s 
Gotta Give” and “I’ve Got You Under My Skin.”

While the songs were standards, the perfor-
mance was of the highest quality, both vocally 
and instrumentally, reported president Peggy 

Stalnaker. Monheit was backed by a superb 
rhythm trio of Michael Kanan on piano, Neal 
Miner on bass, and Rick Montalbano on drums.

The near-capacity audience was fortunate to 
hear a large portion of Jane’s brand-new album, 
“The Songbook Sessions: Ella Fitzgerald,” 
released on her own label just the day prior, and 
already shooting up the sales charts, said Stal-
naker.

While this was the final RFA concert for this 
season, next year promises to be even more spec-
tacular, with shows by the Capital Steps, just in 
time for the election; the Grammy award-win-
ning bluegrass group Steep Canyon Rangers, and 
three other great groups.

DOMINION VIRGINIA  
POWER REBATE  

RECEIVE UP TO A

$1,700 REBATE* 
ON A QUALIFYING SYSTEM PURCHASE.

OFFER EXPIRES 6/10/2016.
*System rebate offers range from $200 to $1,700. See your local Lennox dealer for details. 
© 2016 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer available per qualifying purchase.

804-462-0640
www.redlawmechanical.net

2798 White Chapel Road, Lancaster, VA 22503
Quality HVAC Service

RECEIVE UP TO A

$250
CALL DEALER FOR DETAILS.

AND

ARE YOU STILL HORSING AROUND 
WITH YOUR OLD HVAC SYSTEM?

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
last week bowed to citi-
zen complaints and agreed 
to move its future monthly 
meetings to the high school 
auditorium, 201 Academic 
Lane, Heathsville.

The meeting room at 
the school board office in 
Lottsburg was overrun with 
parents, students and fac-
ulty again on Monday, April 
11, for the regular monthly 
meeting.

During public comments, a 
number of parents expressed 
dissatisfaction with the way 
the high school handled a 
student matter as well as the 
board member overstepping 
authority by reviewing stu-
dents’ confidential discipline 
records.

Vivian Nutt asked about 
school policy. 

“The student reported 
(information) to the vice 
principal. Nothing was 
done,” said Nutt. “She was 
jumped later by those stu-

dents… she defended herself 
and was suspended.” Nutt 
added that the other students 
were not suspended. “That’s 
appalling to me.”

Reynaldo Veney said 
the suspended student is a 
peer mediator at the school 
because of her excellent 
record and grades. “She was 
doing what this school asked 
her to do,” he added. Veney 
also expressed concern that 
a school board member had 
violated the law when they 
accessed student files.

Brenda Campbell pleaded 
that the student was an “A” 
student and that the suspen-
sion not go on her record.

“We hold you in a place of 
integrity as a corporate body 
and not with shot-gun basis,” 
said Paul Perez, pastor of 
Galilee Baptist Church.

“There are several red flags 
here,” said supervisor Jim 
Long. “The first red flag was 
when nothing was done when 
she reported it to the school. 
We need to have justice and 
not rush to a decision.” 

A new school board attor-

Northumberland marina owners seek
boat tax structure similar to Lancaster

by Madison White-Franks

 Photo by John Cann

Jane Monheit delivers On Stage concert

School board moves its meetings to NHS
by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—The -
visors will hold a budget work session at 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 26, in the County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Department heads and organizations requesting county 
funding in the 2016-17 fiscal year budget are urged to 
attend. 

LANCASTER—The -
mission will hold a public hearing on the 2017-21 capi-
tal improvement project (CIP) requests tonight, April 21. 

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. in the County Adminis-
tration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

CIP requests for 2016-17 total $3,010,893 and include 
$2,050,000 for a new headquarters building for the emer-
gency management department and a county request for 
$500,000 toward public access to the water.

The school district requests $178,000 for two new 
buses, $37,000 for a facility study, $28,000 for a new air 
handler at the high school and a $25,000 match to qualify 
for grant money for school security.

Repairs and renovations sought at the Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum include $75,697 for interior renovations 
at the old jail and clerk’s office.

The health department seeks $36,450 for a new roof 
and $12,000 for new doors.

The sheriff ’s department requests $26,846 for com-
puter network upgrades.

KILMARNOCK—The  
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 27, at the School 
Board Office, 2330 Irvington Road, Weems. A closed 
session has been called to discuss a student issue. 

HEATHSVILLE—The -
ning commission will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, April 
21, at the County Courts Building, 39 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville. 

The commission will review chapters 1 and 5 of the 
county’s comprehensive plan. Topics include the analysis 
of physical and environmental conditions in the county 
as well as water quality and shoreline protection plans.

The Agenda
Local Government News

HEATHSVILLE—The 
of Supervisors is conducting work sessions on the 
school board’s $17.06 million budget request for 2016-17. 
The next work session is set for 8 a.m. Tuesday, April 26. 

A related public hearing will be held May 4. 

WHITE STONE—Northern 
Neck Connection will offer a 
training seminar for nonprofit 
volunteers May 5. “The Ulti-
mate Volunteers: The Non-
profit Board Members,” will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the White Stone Church of 
the Nazarene, 57 Whisk Drive, 
White Stone.

The guest speaker will be 
Nancy Paschall, executive 
director of Dream Catchers at 
the Cori Sikich Therapeutic 
Riding Center in Williams-
burg.   

The fee is $35 which 
includes snacks and drinks. 
Participants are reminded to 
bring their own lunch. The 
registration deadline is Thurs-
day, April 28. To register, visit 
nnconnections.org.

Topics will include legal 
responsibilities, creating a fun-
draising board, identification 
of potential board members, 
board member accountability, 
strategies for engaging board 
members, conflicts of interest 
and the role of board members 
at various stages of the non-
profit’s development

The seminar is designed 
for new and existing nonprof-
its and current and potential 
nonprofit board members, 
reported executive director 
Cindy Balderson. This seminar 
will provide both organizations 
and individuals an overview 
of best practices in regards to 
the governance of and advo-
cacy for nonprofits seeking to 
improve their communities and 
the world. 

Paschall has been a nonprofit 
consultant since 1998, which 
includes teaching nonprofit 
management classes at Rap-
pahannock Community Col-
lege and presenting at national 
conferences on funding for 
nonprofits.

ney, Bradford King, will be 
introduced at 1 p.m. today, 
April 21, during a special 
session at the school board 
office in Lottsburg. The 
school board voted 3-2 last 
month to change its legal 
representation.

The public is invited for 
the introduction and discus-
sion, but there will be no 
public input, the board noted. 
A closed session will follow 
to discuss legal matters with 
the new attorney.

In other business, assistant 
superintendent Holly Wargo 
reported the administration 
started recruiting for next 
term teachers and is collect-
ing resumes and reviewing 
candidates.

The board elected member 
Dana O’Bier to serve as 
alternate to the Governor’s 
School board.

Seminar set
May 5 for
nonprofits 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Forty years ago one of the most popular 
house painters in the Northern Neck was 

Willie Keyser. He had a long list of regular 
customers, a great many of whom were senior 
citizens, and all of whom he tried to please 
with the quality of his production. He worked 
with son Ben, who had started on the job with 
him as a teenager. They were a seamless duo, 
who truly enjoyed each other’s company.

Willie died about 15 years ago, at which 
time Ben began doing freelance work. He 
painted, carpentered and accepted various 
jobs around the Northern Neck. One of them 
was to raze an old, termite-ridden house up 
on Route 360 near Lilian. At the time I asked 
him if he planned to hire a crew to help with 
the project, but he said he would do it all him-
self. 

He spent his time methodically taking 
the building apart, salvaging what he could, 
and removing the residue. Today the site is 
unrecognizable from what it was, appearing 
as if ready for new construction. That seri-
ous approach to his work was a lifelong char-

acteristic that was the foundation of Ben’s 
work ethic.

A few years after his father’s death, Ben 
took a position with Lancaster County, 
working as an attendant at the trash collec-
tion sites. In that milieu he found a reward-
ing calling in that he liked being of service 
to anyone in need. When he was on duty, he 
would rush over to the cars of elderly trash 
“depositors,” asking them to let him discard 
their rubbish for them in order that they could 
remain seated in their vehicles. 

He often would remark that he viewed his 
work to be in keeping with biblical mandates 
to help fellow human beings. Every act of 
charity and kindness that he performed, he did 

based upon his deep-seated Christian beliefs, 
and all of his good deeds he performed both 
joyfully and cheerfully. His work at the trash 
sites might have been of a nature that some 
would consider humble, but he performed it 
nobly. 

For over 10 years Ben’s was the ever-happy 
face and gregarious voice one met at the 
dump. For many he turned the experience of 
going there into a social occasion, learning 
from him what was happening in his world, 
and passing along to him what was new in 
theirs. From simply doing that job, his friends 
became legion. 

When Ben was not greeting his “deposi-
tors,” he was sweeping, cleaning the atten-
dant’s hut, or going through the trash that 
some might have deposited carelessly in the 
compactor to root out glass, cardboard and 
metal recyclables to put them in the proper 
receptacles. Neatness was a driven passion 
for Ben. Every day his uniform was crisp 
and clean, a trait that was in keeping with 
his overall approach to life, in which he saw 

every item as having its proper place. His 
calling was to make that a reality in the work 
he undertook.

After 11 years of his routine with the 
county, Ben left for another job, knowing that 
he had done his duty, and looking forward to a 
new chapter of his life. Last week at the age of 
61 Ben died unexpectedly. A man who thrived 
on helping with both little and big things, Ben 
left this world without his friends having the 
opportunity to reciprocate his good deeds. 
As a youngster he found his calling in being 
of service to anyone, regardless of who the 
person was, what wealth the person had, or 
what social prominence the person enjoyed.

Ben was genuinely good; in all of his deal-
ings he treated others as he might have wished 
they treated him. He frequently told me that 
each day when he retired for the night he 
knew that he had done his best for his fellow 
human beings and for The Lord. How could 
anyone have a better or clearer conscience?

Benjamin Thurmond Keyser, October 23, 
1954–April 11, 2016. R.I.P.

For over 10 years Ben’s 
was the ever-happy face 
and gregarious voice one 
met at the dump.

Focal Point

Mystical Moon

Photo by Harriette Fishburne

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Prolific singer-songwriter Merle Hag-
gard died April 6 on his 79th birthday.

While he’ll be remembered by most 
country music fans for one or more of 
his 38 number 1 hits, I’ll not forget his 
song, “My Own Kind of Hat,” penned 
with the late Red Lane and released in 
September 1979 on the MCA label. Hag-
gard took it to number 4.

Now, I never met Haggard personally, 
but you gotta respect somebody who 
wears his own kind of hat. I can’t picture 
Haggard without headgear. 

From his black cowboy hat to his 
fedora, his railroad cap to his ball cap, 
Haggard’s headdress spoke volumes to 
his mood and personality, or they just 
kept the wind from tousling his hair and 
the sun out of his eyes.

The lyrics of “My Own Kind of Hat,” 
however, suggest in certain terms he’s 
not backing down, a theme found in 
many of his hits. Be your own man.

“Cowboys and outlaws and right guys 
and southpaws,

Good dogs and all kinds of cats.
Dirt roads and white lines and all 

kinds of stop signs,
But I stand right here where I’m at,
‘Cause I wear My Own Kind of Hat.”
“The Way I Am” also moves me. It 

was written by Sonny Throckmorton and 
released in March 1980 on MCA. Hag-
gard took it to number 2.

“Wish I was down on some blue 
bayou,

With a bamboo cane stuck in the sand.

But the road I’m on, don’t seem to go 
there,

So I just dream, keep on bein’ the way 
I am.”

It appeals to the Riverneck senses, 
from fishing to making the most out of 
the hand life deals you.

Haggard released about 70 albums and 
600 songs. He wrote 250. His 38 number 
1 songs on Billboard’s Hot Country 
Songs chart include:

1968.

1972.

Me,” 1972.

1973.

1974.

Eastwood, 1980.

Drink,” 1980.

Nelson, 1983.

1984.

Room,” 1984.

Frickie, 1984.

Haggard also released numerous 
gospel recordings, including many songs 
he wrote. In 2004, he released “What 
Will It Be Like” on the Award Winning 
Gospel Hits CD on the Compendia label.

“He spoke of forever where love never 
dies,

And the souls of our loved ones we’ll 
see,

Where the demons can’t harm us and 
are met with demise,

How beautiful heaven must be…”
. . . With Haggard in the angel band.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

Four people, three of which 
were hand-picked by the others 
on council, are running as a 
slate to govern Kilmarnock. 
Four people are helping each 
other out in an election to win.

Believe me, when that hap-
pens, it doesn’t stop with the 
election but instead carries 
over to votes on issues, back-
ing of projects and running 
the town completely taking the 
aspect of individual represen-
tatives away from the citizens.

We don’t need that. Instead, 
we need people that we can 
go to, that will listen to us, not 
each other and take our genu-
ine ideas to the table as well 
as listening to fellow council 
members.

from people the last week but 
I always look at where they 
reside. Are they voters or busi-
nesses in Kilmarnock that pay 
taxes that are affected by what 
the council members do? 

It’s like the proposed new 
park where there was input 
from two counties, not just the 
town that will have to fund the 
project. As citizens you should 
have 100% say on issues like 
this. 

It’s time to have council 
members that are more worried 
about you/we the people than 
each other’s ideas.

I am voting for Shawn Dona-
hue, who has done a lot to 
improve the looks of Kilmar-
nock with his businesses and 
who has very good proven 
ideas for the town, and for Ber-
nice McElroy, who will never 
be part of a group, but instead 
a person who will stand up for 

Vote McElroy
and Donahue

you.
I hope you too will vote for 

them so you will have two 
members that will listen, act on 
your ideas and put you first. 

Please join the Face-
Book Group: Citizens for an 
Informed Kilmarnock. Be 
informed. 

Steve Bonner, 
Kilmarnock

As the most recent former 
mayor and as a citizen of 
Kilmarnock, I am support-
ing Bernice McElroy for town 
council. She will provide a 
refreshing new face with inde-
pendent thought and actions 
to a council which currently 
seems to show almost no indi-
vidual or independent thinking.

First of all, it should be 
noted that one half of the cur-

council members running for 

appointed by the other three 
elected members and those 
previously appointed. Often 
councils don’t appoint the most 
qualified people, but instead 
appoint political allies that vote 
along with the same crowd that 
appoints them. Such is the 
case in Kilmarnock, where 
these appointed council mem-
bers in almost every case vote 
along with council ringleader 
Rebecca Nunn.

I wouldn’t say that any of 
the currently appointed council 
members should be disquali-
fied from consideration just 
because they were appointed. 
However, I would say they 
should be disqualified from 
election because they have 
shown no independence in 

Support for 
Bernice McElroy

their performance on council, 
but have instead blindly fol-
lowed the lead of Nunn, often 
in the wrong direction.

This willingness to “go 
along” has often led to bad 
decisions for Kilmarnock tax-
payers, including a commit-
ment to blow a million or two 
on an unneeded town park. 
Voting as a slate with the Nunn 
group on just about every issue, 
in my opinion, renders the cur-
rent appointees all unworthy of 
being elected.

Please join me in support-
ing Bernice McElroy for town 
council. I served in our local 
Lions Club with her, where as 
a member and president, she 
showed me firsthand her tire-
less work ethic. Bernice will 
be a hardworking and sensible 
advocate for our citizens. “Feel 
the Bern!” and vote for her on 
May 3.

Raymond C. Booth Jr.,
Kilmarnock

Four seats are open in the 
upcoming town elections. 
Betsy Crowther is the only 
person to run for the two-year 
seat. Three incumbents are 
running for the three remain-
ing seats.

Capt. Michael Sutherland, 
retired U.S. Navy captain, 
chairs the water and sewer 
committee and has extensive 
experience in contract adminis-
tration. He has lived here for 10 
years and is actively engaged 
in the town’s utilities work and 
in overseeing the town’s audits 
and financial reports. Please 
vote for Sutherland on May 3. 

Keith Butler is the director 

Candidate
endorsement

of engineering at the Tides Inn. 
He is chairman of the streets 
committee. Keith is the first 
African-American appointed 
to the town council and has 
earned the respect of his fellow 
council members for his inde-
pendence, hard work, and 
extensive knowledge of the 
mechanical systems. 

He has proven to be an asset 
to the council and carries his 
full share of the load and then 
some. We would be foolish 
not to renew his term for four 
years. 

Rebecca Nunn is, well, 
Rebecca Nunn: Kilmarnock 
native, actress, author, business 
woman, impresario and, most 
recently, vice mayor, elected by 
her peers.

She chairs the administra-
tion/finance committee and has 
influenced the town’s paying 
down its bond debt, lowered 
real estate taxes, and kept water 
and sewer rates level. She does 
her homework and is always 
prepared to discuss issues at a 
council meeting or in the com-
munity. 

Please vote for Crowther for 
the two-year term and Suther-
land, Butler and Nunn for four-
year terms on May 3. 

Catherine Christoper, 
Kilmarnock

We are fortunate in Kilmar-
nock to have a council that has 
kept our water and sewer rates 
level for eight years and has 
not raised our property taxes. 

I think Rebecca Tebbs Nunn 
has been largely responsible 
for both. 

For two years, she has been 

Keep Kilmarnock 
on the right path

assisted by two very fine candi-
dates for election. 

One is Keith Butler, the first 
African-American to serve on 
the Kilmarnock Town Council 
and one who has done him-
self proud. Keith, a certified 
electrician and plumber and 
the chief engineer at the Tides 
Inn, has been a great asset with 
his knowledge of the wastewa-
ter treatment system. He has 
made good suggestions to the 
council and has not hesitated to 
disagree with them on certain 
issues.

The second to have served for 
the past two years is Michael 
Sutherland, a retired U.S. 
Navy captain. Capt. Suther-
land is a financial wizard and 
in addition to assisting with 
the budget and other financial 
projects has proposed an out-
side audit of internal finances 
thus protecting the citizens and 
their tax money.

Betsy Crowther has been on 
the council only a few months, 
but has already shown that she 
is not afraid to speak her mind. 
A realtor, Betsy has been help-
ful with town real estate deal-
ings and serves on the police 
and the economic development 
committees that have assisted 
with the branding of Kilmar-
nock and the surrounding 
areas.

Please vote for Nunn, Butler, 
Sutherland and Crowther on 
May 3. Keep Kilmarnock on its 
march to become even bigger 
and better. 

Joe Curry,
Kilmarnock

For more than 20 years, I 
have had the pleasure of know-
ing Rebecca Nunn, both per-

Elect Nunn

sonally and as a fellow council 
member for many years.

Her passion for the town of 
Kilmarnock is second to none. 
I recommend her for election 
for the sake of our wonderful 
town.

Barbara Whaley Jackson,
Kilmarnock

and most people know me as 
the Hot Dog Lady, with the 
cart you see on Main Street. 
Many supported me when the 
Kilmarnock planning commis-
sion was directed by the town 
council to look into regulat-
ing hot dog carts like mine in 
2015.  

This action really hurt my 
feelings. So, on Food Truck 
Friday, people like Bernice 
McElroy stood up to our town 
government along with her 
family and treated everyone 
that day to a free hot dog, chips 
and drink to bring attention to 
what our town leaders were 
trying to do. 

She even circulated a peti-
tion to help me. As it turned 
out, the entire downtown came 
alive again and people were 
walking up and down Main 
Street with their hot dog and 
drink. It was one of the busiest 
days I have had. 

I love Mrs. McElroy and 
support her for Kilmarnock 
Town Council. She is honest, 
caring and will listen to the 
people and act accordingly. 
Please come out on May 3 and 
support her for Kilmarnock 
Town Council.

Barbara Johns,
Heathsville

Hot Dog Lady
for McElroy



A6   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Paid for and authorized by Friends of Bernice McElroy for Town Council

YOUR LETTERS

I see all these positive letters 
to the editor telling stories about 
the wonderful things Mrs. Nunn 
has done for them, but I want to 
speak from the standpoint of a 
former Kilmarnock planning 
commission member.

member for over 15 years until 
I was not reappointed because 
they wanted new people to have 
input. During the time that Mrs. 
Nunn was on the town council it 
was very difficult for the plan-
ners to do their jobs because of 
the tight controls on us. Mrs. 
Nunn was in the audience at 
most of our meetings injecting 
comments that were very dis-
ruptive.

For the most part, people 
stopped applying for the com-
mission and after months they 
appointed Mrs. Nunn’s husband 
to the commission. 

The planning commission 
also serves as the town’s subdi-
vision committee. Recently, one 
parcel was subdivided into three 
without referring it to the com-
mission by doing it in-house by 
the town. I have never seen that 
done.

This letter is to show that too 
much control over citizens and 
members of boards does not 
allow them to do their jobs.

Please vote for change and 
not the slate. I support Bernice 
McElroy and Shawn Donahue.

Jane Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

Vote for a change

A frequent visitor to Kilmar-
nock, I follow it carefully. One 
council member stands out—
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn. When-
ever things got “hot and heavy” 
at council meetings during the 
previous administration and 
the mayor and Nunn butted 
heads, Nunn was always right.

Nunn brought the town the 
dog park, which I love. She 
raised the funds at no expense 
to taxpayers. 

She proposed the Mary Ball 
Road Rehabilitation Program 
with improvements to South 
Main Street. She voted to fund 
the college in Kilmarnock and 
was a principal in negotiating 
for the new town hall, a beau-
tiful building in the center of 
town with plenty of parking.

Nunn was one of the coun-
cil members who revised the 
antiquated town charter unani-
mously approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly. When chairman 
of streets, Nunn proposed the 
hanging baskets and sold the 
Steptoe’s Memorial Christmas 
banners. 

Recently, she proposed the 
Little Libraries in partnership 
with St. Andrews Presbyte-
rian Church placed in strategic 
places around Kilmarnock.

During her eight years in 
office, Nunn was chairman of 
water and sewer and made sure 
the rates did not increase. She’s 
now chairman of the adminis-
trative/finance committee and 
has kept taxes at the same rate 
even though county rates went 
up. This is unheard of in most 
municipalities today.

Nunn was elected vice 
mayor by her peers showing 
the council’s deep respect for 
her. I encourage Kilmarnock 
voters to vote Nunn on May 
3 and keep this Kilmarnock 
native, who obviously cares so 
much about your town, on the 
council.

Barbara McEwan,
Germantown, Md.

Visitor urges
vote for Nunn

I think of myself as an ordi-
nary citizen and not anyone 
who’s really important in 
Kilmarnock; however, I was 
recently greatly impressed 
when Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, the 
vice mayor, took the time to 
explain to me a lot of what is 
going on with the council, the 
town, and the proposed park.

There is a lot of misinfor-
mation out there and it was so 
good to have someone knowl-
edgeable with all the facts at 
her disposal to tell me what is 
actually happening. The town 
owns nine acres where the 
dog park is located and they 
don’t need to purchase any 
additional land for a park. The 
town also has enough money to 

Keep things
running smoothly

totally pay for the park because 
of the fiscal responsibility of 
the current council. The town 
is investing some of its surplus 
funds for its citizens by provid-
ing another amenity in Kilmar-
nock to ensure enjoyment and 
relaxation for our residents, 
for those in surrounding coun-
ties, and for tourists, our main 
source of revenue in Kilmar-
nock.

Because Mrs. Nunn sought 
me out, I feel that it shows not 
only what kind of person she 
is, but also what makes her 
stand out as a political leader. 

I encourage all Kilmarnock 
citizens to vote for Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn, Michael Suther-
land, Keith Butler and Betsy 
Crowther. All four of them are 
on the council now and things 
are running smoothly because 
when they disagree, and they 
do, they do so respectfully.

Cary Masonis Olmedo, 
Kilmarnock

Keith Butler, a native son and 
the first African-American to 
serve on the Kilmarnock Town 
Council, started at the bottom 
and rapidly moved up at The 
Tides Inn where he is now the 
director of engineering.

Keith is loyal, responsible, 
a self-starter, and possesses a 
unique skill set. He is in charge 
of the wastewater system at the 
Inn in addition to anything and 
everything mechanical there. 
His expertise with the wastewa-
ter treatment system has been 
valuable to the Town of Kilmar-
nock since he was appointed to 
the council two years ago.

Keith has taken his respon-
sibilities on the council with 
the same vigor and dedica-
tion as he has on his job. He 
has made good suggestions, 
thinks through situations before 
thoughtfully casting his vote, 
and has the respect of his fellow 
council members.

I heartily endorse Keith 
Butler and ask all citizens of 
Kilmarnock to vote for him on 
May 3 at Grace Church. He has 
and will make you proud. My 
only regret is that I do not live 
in Kilmarnock and cannot cast 
my vote for him.

Stuart Painter,
White Stone

Vote for
Keith Butler

I want to remind the citizens 
of Kilmarnock that if you have 
a problem, the go-to person 
to get your problem solved is 
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn. 

Her assistance to my family 
was invaluable a few years ago. 
She came to our house, she lis-
tened to our problem, and she 
moved rapidly to get the situ-
ation alleviated. Nunn has also 
kept our water and sewer rates 
the same for her eight years on 
the council and as the chairman 
of the administrative/finance 
committee was instrumental 
in lowering our taxes by not 
raising the mill rate when the 
county assessments went down 
and the county raised our taxes.

We residents of Kilmarnock 
would be smart to re-elect 
Nunn who responds to anyone 
and everyone with the same 
compassion and concern plus 
she is a hard worker and has 
done a number of remarkable 
things for our town. 

I urge everyone to vote for 
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn on May 
3 along with Michael Suther-
land, Keith Butler and Betsy 
Crowther. All four of them 
serve on the council now and 
they are doing an excellent job. 

Carter Roane,
Kilmarnock

Be there for
Nunn, Butler,
Sutherland
and Crowther

I live in Thailand, but for 
one wonderful year I lived 
in Kilmarnock with my host 
mother, Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, 
and her husband, Spike, when 
I was a foreign exchange stu-
dent.

I keep up with my host 
family and when I learned my 
host mother was running for 
town council again, I wanted 
everyone to know that Rebecca 
was on the council when I 

Kilmarnock is
lucky to have 
Rebecca T. Nunn

lived there. She spent countless 
hours researching and studying 
prior to and after committee 
and council meetings. She was 
always prepared and knows 
Roberts’ Rules backwards and 
forwards.

Many citizens called her 
with questions and complaints 
and she always had time for 
them. She taught me about 
democracy and local govern-
ment and took me to some 
council meetings. 

Besides being a respon-
sible and competent council 
member, Rebecca was a won-
derful host mother. She taught 
me to cook Western foods, 
helped me almost every night 
with my studies, took me to 
theatrical productions, and to 
church every Sunday. 

She is a warm, caring person 
who loves all animals and 
put up with a lot of teenagers 
during my year there. Although 
strict, she allowed me to have 
guests over, to have sleepovers, 
pajama parties and dinner par-
ties for my friends. She took 
me shopping and a group of 
my friends and me to Busch 
Gardens along with other trips.

I will never forget my year 
in America, or my host family. 
Kilmarnock is so lucky to have 
such a person as Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn as their representative.

Pavida Songthumjitti (Mint)
Watthepsirin, Pomprab,

Bangkok, Thailand

Kilmarnock is fortunate to 
have a man of the caliber and 
character of Michael Suther-
land running for the town 
council.

Sutherland, a retired U.S. 
Navy captain, attends my 
church and I can attest to 
his sterling character. He 
is a financial expert and 
I understand that he has 
been extremely helpful to the 
town by keeping track of the 
finances and the outgoing 
checks.

Recently, he has 
requested an outside audit 
of the internal f inances of 
the town. The citizens should 
welcome such an action to 
make sure that their hard-
earned tax dollars are being 
spent wisely and well.

Capt. Sutherland is in 
favor of the new park, an 
exciting feature not only for 
the residents of Kilmarnock, 
but for residents in nearby 
areas. I am looking forward 
to visiting with my grand-
children. The playground 
and water feature sound par-
ticularly interesting as does 
the area for bands, concerts, 
plays and the open area for 
farmers markets, festivals 
and antique car shows.

Perhaps the Animal Wel-
fare League will have their 
Dog Gone Dog Show there 
once the park is completed.

I enthusiastically endorse 
Michael Sutherland for 
Kilmarnock Town Council 
and wish I lived in the town 
so I could cast my vote for 
him on May 3. Kilmarnock is 
lucky to have him.

Susan R. Stallings,
Reedville

Vote for
Sutherland

Although I don’t live within 
the town limits and cannot vote 
in the upcoming Kilmarnock 
election, I pay close attention 
to the workings of the town 
council. 

Kilmarnock is essentially 
the “anchor” town of Lancaster 
County and the work of its 
council fundamentally affects 
all residents of the county. In 
many ways the fortunes of 
Lancaster County can rise and 
fall on the economic health and 
overall atmosphere of its major 
town.  

After 30+ years as a resi-
dent of the City of Alexandria, 
I know full well that mem-
bers of the town council must 
ensure that the town is busi-
ness-friendly, while maintain-
ing its charm and ambience. 
Council members need to 
have the vision, foresight and 
understanding of the long-term 
implications of their actions.

In her eight years of service, 
Rebecca Nunn has clearly 
shown that she possesses those 
attributes. During her tenure, 
town property taxes have been 
lowered and water and sewer 
rates have remained the same. 
At the same time, significant 
progress has been made to 
bring amenities into the town 
that all Lancaster County can 
enjoy.

I have had the experience 
of working with Ms. Nunn on 
issues and projects of mutual 
interest, and although we come 
from differing perspectives, 
I have found her to be hard-
working, open-minded and 
willing to consider all sides of 
an issue.

 While I can’t vote for her in 
the election, I encourage the 
voters of Kilmarnock to cast 
their ballots for Rebecca Nunn 
on May 3 for town council.

 Donna Thompson,
White Stone

Nunn has vision,
foresight and
understanding

Bernice McElroy is a strong 
candidate for Kilmarnock town 
council. She lives in the heart 
of town and daily interfaces 
with citizens in this commu-
nity. Her beautiful yard, which 
is decorated for every season 
and holiday for all to enjoy on 
Irvington Road, demonstrates 
vision, passion, fortitude and 
hard work.

I have known this candidate 
for many years and can speak 
to her character of honesty and 
strength. She does do what 
she says she will do and will 
represent what is needed for 
the people. I have seen her in 
leadership and membership 
committed to projects associ-
ated helping those in need for 
vision, hearing and other activ-
ities. I have watched her stand 
up for street vendors in our 
community and make a strong 
statement for their rights to 
make a living. I have observed 
Mrs. McElroy engage others 
in the shops in this town with 
authenticity and generosity. 
Her love for Kilmarnock con-
tinues to be seen in her life and 

McElroy for
town council

home.
This beautiful area is attrac-

tive for retirement and over-
all a quality place to live. But 
seriously, the lack of parking 
for downtown shopping and 
especially the lack of handi-
cap spaces are a problem. At 
the same time, issues of empty 
stores and buildings on Main 
Street must be addressed. 
Sadly the elected town council 
members have not solved these 
issues for several terms in the 
last few years.

Bernice is personable and 
approachable, and she will spot 
on address the issues and prob-
lems that affect people on a 
daily basis. She has placed her-
self as a candidate for change 
from the usual populous in 
control of our community.  

Please vote for this candidate 
for Kilmarnock town council. 
A vote for Bernice McElroy is 
a vote for you. 

Carolyn Tisdale,
Weems

As an animal lover and vol-
unteer for the Animal Welfare 

to hear that after a complaint 
the Kilmarnock council was 
able to bring to light informa-
tion regarding the feral cats at 
McDonald’s. 

They are well taken care of 
by local citizens and the AWL 
and have been spayed, neu-
tered and given all their nec-
essary shots. I know another 
animal lover, council member 
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn. I met her 
and her husband at the AWL 
yearly dog show several years 
ago where they bring their two 
shelties, both adopted and one 
saved from a puppy mill.

Rebecca also donates food 
for the stray animals that are 
fed by the AWL. She and her 
husband shop at the AWL thrift 
shop on Main Street to support 
our cause. 

I heartily endorse my fellow 
animal lover to be returned to 
the Kilmarnock town council. 

Dorothy Toleman, 
White Stone

Animal lover
supports Nunn

A Kilmarnock resident run-
ning for a seat on the town coun-
cil is a cut above any other one 
in the race—Bernice McElroy.

She and her late husband, 
Gary, have been part of the activ-
ity of Kilmarnock since moving 
here 25 years ago. She is active 
with the Lions Club. She sup-

‘Feel the Bern’

ports the small-business owners 
of the town. Many will recognize 
her as the owner of the house on 
Irvington Road that is decorated 
for every season, especially our 
national holidays. She flies the 
American flag proudly every 
day, a tribute to our veterans 
and her late husband who was a 
retired Vietnam vet.

The quality that stands her 
above all the other candidates 
in this race is her active and 
proven interest in the people of 
Kilmarnock—not the politics 
of council. Some would say she 
is an outsider, and honestly that 
is exactly what we need on the 
council—someone who owes 
allegiance to no one other than 
the citizens of this town. 

If you have not had the oppor-
tunity to meet Bernice, please 
stop her on the street, in the 
stores or stop by her house on 
Irvington Road—the one with 
the big banner. Share with her 
your interests and desires for a 
better Kilmarnock—the things 
you feel are needed, not the 
things that the council might 
decide you need. She will be 
your advocate on town council.

I have known her for over 25 
years. Her honesty is without 
question and her integrity is her 
hallmark.

I urge the residents of Kilmar-

to town council. Let’s all “Feel 
the Bern.”

H. Hauser Weiler, M.D.
Lancaster

I have been following the gen-
trification of Kilmarnock with 
amusement for many years now.

At first it was simply beautifi-
cation of the downtown. This was 
not something most would object 
to, until the addition of garden 
spaces in the middle of the street. 
This interfered with the com-
merce of the grain trucks headed 
to the wharf. 

So the outcry was to remove 
trucks from the “historic” Step-
toe’s District. Then, get rid of the 
hot dog lady and food trailer in 
the “historic” Steptoe’s District.

This has taken place in a rela-
tively short period of time that 
appears to coincide with the 
“appointed” members of the 
town council’s tenure. 

I would like to point out the 
town of Kilmarnock was founded 
around the service to farmers and 
watermen, not retirees.

So to the “historic” Steptoe’s 
District, I say bah humbug.

Kenneth R. Abrams,
Litwalton

Bah humbug,
Steptoe’s District
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ELECT
Michael “Mike” Sutherland

Kilmarnock Town Council  
May 3, 2016

Committees:
Admin & Finance

Elect also:

Haven Benefit Fashion Sale
“Shop til it stops”

100% of Proceeds go to the Haven Shelter

Great Ladies Brands (many New with Tags!)

Chicos

Flax

Eileen Fisher

Cutloose

Talbots

Ralph Lauren

J. Jill

& Many more
   Friday April 22nd  4-7pm 

 $10 donation for First Pick

   Saturday April 23rd  10-4

Sunday April 24th  12-3
       Clearance BLOW OUT!

In the Warehouse

Behind Pearl

35 S. Main St.

Kilmarnock

804.435.8800

Town council elections will 
be held Tuesday, May 3, in 
Irvington, Kilmarnock and 
White Stone.

The only contested race, 
based on qualifying for the 
ballot in accordance with the 
Virginia State Board of Elec-
tions, will be in Kilmarnock. In 
the general election there, three 
seats are up for election for 
four-year terms and one seat is 
up for the remaining two years 
of a four-year term.

Five candidates filed for the 
three seats in the general elec-
tion: Keith L. Butler, Shawn E. 
Donahue, Bernice N. McEl-
roy, Rebecca Tebbs Nunn and 
Michael T. Sutherland.

One candidate, Betty S. 
“Betsy” Crowther, filed for the 
single seat in a special election.

In Irvington, where the posi-
tion of mayor and three coun-
cil seats will be on the ballot, 
Ralph “Rannie” Ransone filed 
for mayor, and Michael W. 
Bombay, Kathleen F. Pollard 
and Frances E. Westbrook filed 
for the council seats. The terms 
are four years each.

In White Stone, where four 
council positions will be on the 

Drew Hubbard, William B. 
Hubbard and Blair E. Kenyon 
each filed for four year terms.
Kilmarnock questions

Candidates in Kilmarnock’s 
contested general election and 
the special election recently 
were asked to answer a few 
questions. The questions were 
sent by email as well as by 
U.S. Postal Service on Friday, 
April 8. Follow-up was made 
by email, phone calls and in 
one instance, a personal visit 
to a place of business. Unfortu-
nately, we were told Shawn E. 
Donahue was out of town and 
he did not respond.

The questions and the replies 
of other candidates follow:

What kind of education/
experience do you have that 
qualifies you to govern a $3.8 
million budget, impose taxes 
and utility bills on citizens, and 
direct the town’s future?
Butler: I am a lifelong resi-

dent of the Northern Neck 
and have been on the town 
council for two years. I serve 
as the chairman of the streets, 
sidewalks, and playground 
committee, and also sit on the 
water/wastewater committee.

I have been employed by the 
Tides Inn for over 25 years, 
and currently serve as the chief 
engineer. I serve on the execu-
tive operations committee 

-
tions of the entire hotel. The 
EOC meets weekly to discuss 
day-to-day management of the 
property, and monthly to dis-
cuss growth and development, 
including exploration of future 
expansion options, marketing 
opportunities, capital expendi-
tures, and provide recommen-
dations to corporate owner-
ship to assist in final decision 
making.

I consider Tides Inn to be 
a small town. It has its own 
sewage treatment plant, side-
walks, parking lots, guest 
rooms, conference facilities, 
commercial kitchen, three 
dining rooms, golf course, 
pool, and dock with electric, 
water and sewage service.

I am a Master Electrician 
and have completed various 
management training courses. 
I was a Class A General Con-
tractor and co-owned a custom 
home building business for 
eight years. I believe my 
knowledge, skills and experi-
ences uniquely qualify me to 
serve on the council.
McElroy: I believe I am 

very well qualified to help 
manage the town and its 
budget as council chairwoman. 
I graduated with a bachelor’s 
in business management from 
Elizabeth City State Univer-
sity. During my career, I was 
entrusted to manage the Offi-
cer’s Club, the Chief’s Club 
and Enlisted Clubs, in addition 
to three package stores for the 
U.S. Navy. As a military wife, I 
have learned that the best expe-
rience and leadership qualities 
come from common sense, a 
willingness to listen and the 
moral standing to make deci-
sions based on the needs of the 
institution.

I have experience with mil-
lion dollar budgets entrusted to 
me by the U.S. Navy in all of 

Keith L. Butler Betty S. “Betsy” Crowther Bernice N. McElroy Rebecca Tebbs Nunn Michael T. Sutherland

The race is on: Town elections due May 3

the businesses that I managed 
for our Armed Forces, as well 
as planned the future of these 
institutions to insure growth 
during each business year.
Nunn: I have a bachelor’s 

from Mary Washington Col-
lege. Prior to serving eight 
years on town council, I started 
and owned Beckys’ Wine & 
Cheese, Ltd. in White Stone 
that later became White Stone 
Wine and Cheese.

In Florida, I was president 
of the Miami Beach Carriage 
House Condo Association 
housing 400 residential units 
and 13 commercial ones. I 
oversaw a security force of 14, 
a valet service of eight, a main-
tenance crew of 10, and was in 
charge of an over $4-million-a-
year budget.
Sutherland: MBA business, 

economics and public policy, 
The George Washington Uni-
versity; bachelor’s political 
science, Villanova University; 
Designated Certified Govern-
ment Financial Manager by 
the Association of Government 
Accountants.

Retired U.S. Navy captain 
after more than 24 years of 
service. Final duty station 
Navy Regional Finance Center, 
Washington, D.C.—command-
ing officer. Budget exceeded 
$15 million.

More than 10 years’ expe-
rience developing and main-
taining financial management 
systems as a consultant to the 
federal government working 
for several software engineer-
ing consulting firms.

Appointed to serve on two 
Prince William County public 
commissions: Future needs 
and human service needs.
Crowther: I’ve been a resi-

dent of the town for 30 years 
and a homeowner for 25 of 
those years helping manage the 
household budget. I have also 
owned and operated a business 
requiring budget and fiscal 
responsibility.

The responsibility of prepar-
ing the town’s budget and man-
aging the funds is a joint effort 
of many individuals. Estab-
lishing the budget, working 
within that budget and making 
responsible financial decisions 
is critical and affects each and 
every one of us.

What do you perceive as the 
current council problems?
Butler: I think this council 

has worked together well, even 
though we come from different 
backgrounds and have different 
ways of thinking. The council 
has a tough job trying to bal-
ance the needs of the town and 
the wishes of its citizens. 

I have served on the town 
council for two years. In those 
two years, the number of town 
residents attending the meet-
ings has been low. The council 
needs to have more involve-
ment and input from its citi-
zens and business owners at 
the meetings so decisions can 
be made that benefit both the 
town and its residents.

I deal with a variety of 
people from wide-ranging 
backgrounds on a daily basis 
and work constantly to resolve 
issues through a variety of 
efforts and solutions. I am a 
team player, and one of my 
greatest skills is the ability to 
listen and come up with fea-
sible solutions. I have no prob-
lem voicing my opinion, but 
am able to listen to and appre-
ciate different points of view. 
This skill has helped the coun-
cil work together as a team and 
come up with amicable solu-
tions to issues brought before 
it.
McElroy: The biggest chal-

lenges that face our town lead-
ership are the members that are 
currently holding positions on 

the town council. Three of the 
members were appointed to 
their positions. Along with vice 
mayor Rebecca Nunn, these 
three people form a voting bloc 
that constantly votes in unison 
on almost every issue.  

Under the current leader-
ship, our council is misdirect-
ing our town’s priorities of 
economic growth. Kilmarnock 
currently has over 25 stores 
that are vacant, there is no 
handicap parking on down-
town Main Street or wheel 
chair ramps, and the Cockrell 
Supermarket Building has 
dead birds in it. However, the 
focus of this council has been 
on Barbara’s Hot Dog Cart 
and Terrie’s Place. This issue 
was brought up by vice mayor 
Nunn’s committee on May 7, 
2015, to regulate this small 
business. Mrs. Nunn’s husband 
on the planning commission 
said they were concerned about 
them not being in keeping with 
the tone with what we would 
like to have them be and what 
they would like to have set for 
Steptoe’s District representing 
Kilmarnock as a quaint little 
town.  

mayor Nunn and her commit-
tee brought to the town council 
in their committee report con-
cerning the appearance of the 
cat colony next to McDonald’s, 
which is on private property. 
Certainly our town council has 
bigger issues to address such 
as the vacant stores and how 
we can attract more business to 
downtown.  

In just over a 20-month 
period in 2014 and 2015, there 
were 149 motions made by 
the town council. Vice mayor 
Nunn made 106 of them and 
seconded 19 motions.  This 
means that a combined number 
of the other five council mem-
bers made 43 motions.

The town limits were 
enlarged some years ago and 
the town should have repre-
sentation for those areas that 
are predominately the African-
American citizens. Mr. Butler, 
who has been serving, would 
do well to cover that needed 
void. He has not asked me for 
my endorsement. He is just 
a good fit for our town and 
together we could distance our-
selves from the establishment’s 
voting bloc.
Nunn: The current council, 

in my opinion, has made few 
mistakes. Even though there 
were those who thought the 
council was opposed to food 
trucks and vendors, with the 
help of the planning commis-
sion, the town has now come 

trucks and vendors that protect 
the trucks and enhance their 
businesses, plus protecting 
existing businesses.

For instance, a restaurant 
would not want a food truck 
parked outside it nor would a 
furniture store want a vendor 
selling furniture off the back 
of a truck in front of their busi-
ness. There are now guide-
lines to prevent such occur-
rences. The council knows how 
to effectively partner with the 
planning commission to plan 
for the future, a primary func-
tion of the council. Council has 
an excellent economic devel-
opment committee that’s been 
involved in branding our area 
to bring in more businesses, 
more tourists, and to entice 
more of our locals.

We are working on the con-
struction of a park with elec-
trical hook-ups, lighting, and 
water service that will provide 
a venue for name attractions, 
theatrical performances, band 
and symphony concerts, farm-
ers’ markets, a pleasant place 

to relax, plus a water feature 
for children in addition to a 
playground, the continuance of 
the dog park, and a comfort sta-
tion. Towns provide amenities 
to draw businesses; Chambers 
of Commerce bring the busi-
nesses to the towns. Kilmar-
nock frequently had to borrow 
money in past administrations, 
sometimes to meet the payroll; 
however, our current council 
has been fiscally responsible 
and we have a sizable amount 
of money, a buffer for future 
problems. This should provide 
comfort to our citizens as it 
places us in a position where 
we should not have to raise 
taxes that have remained the 
same for eight years.

We took the initiative and 
purchased a beautiful build-
ing that has become one of the 
town’s biggest assets. It is one 
of which we can be proud and 

adds prestige and esteem to our 
town. In addition, the building 
is used for town functions and 
by other citizen groups at no 
charge. The old town property 
is for sale. Once sold, we will 
be in this fantastic building for 
under $315,000.
Sutherland: This question 

needs to be responded to from 
two perspectives. First, as far 
as the internal workings of the 
council, there are few, if any, 
problems. 

While it may appear to the 
public that the council always 
votes in unanimity, that does 
not mean that we always 
agree. On the contrary, we fre-
quently disagree on issues. 

However, under the leader-
ship of our outstanding mayor, 
we make every attempt to work 
out issues at the committee 
level and come to a consen-
sus before bringing matters to 

a vote in the formal council 
meetings.

Second, problems facing the 
council and the community are 
many, some much more serious 
than others. For example, we 
have an aging water and waste-
water infrastructure with cast 
iron and terra cotta piping that 
is beginning to fail in areas.  

We also have blighted condi-
tions in some of our commer-
cial and residential areas due, 
in large measure, to vacancies 
and some absentee ownership. 

We have inadequate street 
lighting on the town’s major 
streets. We have empty store-
fronts that need filling.

These are just a few exam-
ples but the council is working 
very hard with the town staff to 
address all of these problems.

Crowther: By the time 
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this is published I will have 
served on council for just four 
months. I wouldn’t classify 
this as a problem; however, I 
have noticed that there is very 
little public attendance and 
participation at the planning 
commission and town council 
meetings. 

Each meeting offers an 
opportunity for residents and 
business entities to ask ques-
tions, bring forth concerns, 
suggestions and ideas for con-
sideration.  

Where would you like to see 
Kilmarnock in 20 years and 
what is it going to take to get 
there?
Butler: Currently, the aver-

age age of Kilmarnock citizens 
is close to 60. In 20 years, I 
would like to see Kilmarnock 
as a town that offers more 
opportunities for individuals to 
start and run a business, raise 
their family, and for young 
adults to stay and earn a decent 
living. 

In order for these goals to 
be achieved, the town needs to 
continue to invest in upgrad-
ing its infrastructure, includ-
ing sewage and water lines, 
high-speed internet and fiber 
optic, affordable housing, edu-
cation, and workforce training.  
More opportunities and proj-
ects, such as the Kilmarnock 

Town Centre Park and the Vir-
ginia Oyster Trail, need to be 
explored and promoted as they 
offer a better work/home life 
balance and increase tourism. 

I want Kilmarnock to be 
seen as a great town that has 
something to offer all ages.
McElroy: In 20 years, I 

would like Kilmarnock to have 
created a business atmosphere 
that is more conducive to busi-
ness growth, diversification 
and success.  

Part of Kilmarnock’s charm 
is its existence as a quaint small 
town. I feel that it is important 
that Kilmarnock maintains the 
small-town appearance that it 
currently has over the coming 
years.
Nunn: In 20 years, I would 

like to see every storefront 
filled with a thriving business 
and each parcel in the technol-
ogy park housing light indus-
try. I would like to see our citi-
zens continuing to have the low 
property tax they enjoy today 
with no raises in water and 
sewer rates and our water and 
wastewater system with more 
customers which would help 
keep our rates down. 

I look forward to seeing the 
beautiful planned park com-
pleted in the next year and 
flourishing 20 years from now 
with all native coastal plant-

ings bringing visitors and tour-
ists into Kilmarnock on a large 
scale.

I would like to see both resi-
dents and businesses take pride 
in their properties and make 
sure they look nice and pleas-
ant to not only their neighbors, 
but also to customers and pass-
ersby.

To accomplish these goals, 
the council needs to continue 
on its current path of looking 
to and planning for the future.
Sutherland: Kilmarnock 

needs to retain its small town 
charm but at the same time 
develop a more vibrant econ-
omy for the benefit of all the 
citizens, residents and busi-
nesses alike. More initiatives 
like Virginia’s River Realm 
and the Virginia’s Oyster Trail 
as well as exploitation of the 
Virginia Enterprise Zones in 
cooperation with Lancaster, 
Northumberland and Middle-
sex counties and the other 
municipal jurisdictions within 
the region will help achieve 
this objective. 

In addition we need increased 
investment in communication 
to acquire improved high speed 
internet and improvements in 
the education of our young 
people so that technology 
firms attracted to the area can 
be assured of a well-educated, 

stable work force. 
Kilmarnock needs to con-

tinue improvements in Step-
toe’s District with incentives to 
restore or replace dilapidated 
properties. 

All of these things could 
serve to perpetuate Kilmar-
nock’s place as the number one 
small town in Virginia.
Crowther: Hopefully, 

Kilmarnock will still have the 
same small-town charm in 20 
years as it does now.

I have learned through my 
experience in the real estate 
industry that people are 
attracted to our area because 
of the rural beauty, small town 
charm, abundance of restaurant 
choices and shops, recreational 
opportunities and access to 
medical facilities.

If we keep in mind what has 
attracted people to our area 
in the past, we can continue 
to attract people in the future 
by planning and developing 
within the same parameters. 

If you could fix one thing 
about Kilmarnock, what would 
it be?
Butler: I would like Kilmar-

nock to have better access 
to wifi with high speed fiber 
throughout the town, at a rea-
sonable cost to citizens and 
business owners.  Greater high 
speed internet accessibility 
would help local businesses 
to grow and thrive, encourage 
specialty micro businesses to 
fill vacant commercial space 
in the Steptoe’s District, and 
attract more diverse companies 
to Kilmarnock’s business park.
McElroy: One thing I will 

fix about Kilmarnock when 
I am elected councilwoman 
is I will bring a reasoned and 
common-sense approach to our 
town’s government.

I would like to see our town 
focus more on common-sense 
issues about how to restore 
business growth in our town, 
and not focus on over-bearing 
regulations against our current 

small businesses. I would like 
to focus more on how to attract 
small businesses to our down-
town district. 

We need to make downtown 
handicap-accessible by cre-
ating handicap parking and 
installing wheel chair ramps 
downtown.

I would like to revitalize the 
Steptoe’s night that we had a 
few years ago.

These projects will help to 
bring greater prosperity to the 
town of Kilmarnock.
Nunn: I would ask our citi-

zens to attend council meet-
ings to better understand what 
actually transpires. As a com-
mittee chairman, I report on 
what occurs in the meetings. 
That does not mean I brought 
the issue up nor does it mean I 
agree or disagree with it.

There is a difference between 

item just as there is a differ-
ence between a study and an 
ordinance. We, as a council, 
are charged with dealing with 
complaints from our citizens 
and those complaints are aired 
in committee meetings. 

A small faction in Kilmar-
nock seems to take everything 
the council does the wrong way 
and attempts to blow it out of 
proportion and to get citizens 
stirred up with misinformation.

I would like to change those 
citizens who are not pro-active, 
but who always complain 
no matter what the council 
decides to do. Those people 
see everything negatively and 
never bring anything good to 
the council. 

They could be so valuable 
to Kilmarnock if they were 
helpful, made intelligent sug-
gestions, attended meetings on 
a regular basis, and had their 
facts straight. 

It would make living here 
more pleasant for everyone, 
maybe even for them.
Sutherland: Improved 

awareness of and respect for 
pedestrians. I have received 
a number of complaints from 
citizens that Kilmarnock is 
not pedestrian friendly. As 
one who walks nearly every 
day along Main Street, I am 
acutely familiar with pedes-
trian issues. Many pedestrians 
ignore the crosswalks and cross 
wherever they please. And 
many drivers ignore pedestri-
ans that happen to be using the 
crosswalks.  

We have many citizens in the 
area of advanced age that are 
both pedestrians and drivers 
so we need to exercise extreme 
caution when driving and 
walking in our town. 

A few years ago, my wife 
and I visited Prince Edward 
Island. There, drivers will 
stop whenever they observe a 
pedestrian wanting to cross a 
street whether in a crosswalk 
or not. There was no need to 
guess whether you were going 
to be hit because all drivers 
uniformly observed this prac-
tice. Maybe we could emu-
late this practice of our Cana-
dian friends in Prince Edward 
Island and defer to pedestrians 
whether or not in a designated 
crosswalk
Crowther: I’d make Kilmar-

nock a true pedestrian-friendly 
town by giving pedestrians in 
the cross walks the right-of-
way. Currently pedestrians in 
the cross walks do not have 
the right-of-way—creating an 
unsafe environment for cross-
ing streets.

Pedestrians have been hit by 
cars in our town, some in cross 
walks and some not. Pedestri-
ans might be more inclined to 
cross at designated cross walks 
if they knew traffic would stop 
and let them cross. 

In order for Kilmarnock to 
be a true pedestrian-friendly 
town, we should take the 
actions necessary to ensure 
that pedestrians have the right-
of-way while in cross walks.  
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berland County Board of 
Supervisors approved con-
struction of a Verizon cell 
tower near Reedville.

Because there is no cell ser-
vice in a wide area of lower 
Northumberland, the commu-
nity came out in great support 
for the tower. This tower will 
provide connectivity to allow 
personal and business com-
munication that is impossible 
now, and it will allow full use 
of public safety communica-
tions.

Imagine how this basic lack 
of service affects our ability 
to attract businesses, those 
who run home businesses, 
individuals who are accus-
tomed to having reliable cel-

people who fear incomplete 
emergency response due to no 
coverage.

Rep. Rob Wittman and 
Del. Margaret Ransone have 
already contacted Verizon 
to express concern about 
the delay in construction. I 
believe this dearth in cover-
age is a public safety and eco-
nomic development detriment. 
I urge all of you who wish to 
see this service extended to 
contact the Verizon represen-
tative: Mr. Marshall Pearsall, 
Verizon, 1831 Rady Court, 
Richmond, VA 23222.

This is our chance to assure 
that an essential service for 
the 21st century is available to 
everyone in our region. Let’s 
not sit idle and lose our oppor-
tunity.  

Elizabeth H. Crowther,
Reedville

Tower delay poses
further detriment

The Northern Neck prides 
itself for historic sites and 
pristine nature. 

According to the govern-
ment website, its inhabit-
ants are proud to call it their 
home. The Northumberland 
Visitor Guide suggests a 
drive through our county 
roads to see its quiet and nat-
ural beauty.

However, lately I have 
watched in horror how par-
cels of land have been turned 
into disaster zones. Route 
200 between Kilmarnock and 
Burgess is only one example 
where the logging of trees 
left stretches on both sides of 
the road looking as if a tor-
nado had hit. The debris left 
over from the felling of trees 
is left to rot.

 I am appalled at such 
visual pollution and wonder 
how our supervisors could 
allow this type of devasta-
tion.

I suppose it’s all about 
money?  

Ilona Duncan,
Wicomico Church

Eyesores

Concerning a recent letter 
regarding the pro-life stance, 
maybe, rather than taking a 
smarter-than-thou attitude, we 
should reconsider perspectives.  

The pro-life movement has 
never advocated punishing 
women, who are victims them-
selves, but have argued against 
the idea that there is a “right” 
to take an innocent life. It is 
violent, inhumane and weighs 
the value of one human life 
against another. 

Abortion not only hurts 
the helpless, full of poten-
tial person, but causes harm; 
physical, psychological, or 
both, to mothers, fathers and 
others. Listen to women who 
have been harmed by abortion 
at silentnomoreawareness.org.

Abortion is big business 
with a huge vested interest in 
keeping the number of abor-
tions up. In the U.S., over 56 
million babies were aborted 
between 1973 and 2011;  that 
is 3,000 per day. 

Abortionists will go to any 
length to preserve their prof-
its, even to deceiving clients 
and selling baby body parts. 
They cry out when laws are 
passed that will cause women 
to reconsider, seek counsel or 
ultrasound, or laws that require 
clinics to be clean, safe and 
staffed by doctors with hospital 
privileges. 

In dramatic contrast, volun-
teers and staff at pro-life preg-
nancy centers tirelessly offer 
support and a listening ear 
to those facing an unplanned 
pregnancy, including informa-
tion about abortion alterna-
tives, ultrasounds and parent-
ing classes. Most women want 
alternatives to killing their 
unborn child. Pro-life is pro-
women—all women.

the Truth and the Truth will set 
you free.” It’s never too late to 
stop relying on old opinions 
and perspectives. Even Dr. 
Bernard Nathanson, founder 
of NARAL and a prolific abor-
tionist, and Norma McCorvey, 

had dramatic changes of per-
spective and became pro-life 
advocates.

 Perhaps, instead of touting 
ending life as a solution to dif-
ficult circumstances, we could 
join hands to help sustain 
God’s precious gift of life. 

Jeanne Hickey,
Reedville

Join hands to
preserve life

I was saddened to read in 
the Record that a Northum-
berland school board member 
may have acted unlawfully 
to access and then distribute 
confidential information about 
a student.

If this is true, I hope the 

Unlawful action
requires action

appropriate state and county 
officials will act quickly to 
ensure that our students and 
the public schools are pro-
tected from potentially illegal 
acts by anybody, especially a 
school board member.

Gary Wood,
Burgess

Our school, Chesapeake 
Academy, is doing the World 
War II Museum “Get in the 
Scrap” challenge. We, the 
sixth-graders, are leading 
the school to meet this chal-
lenge. 

We teach other classes how 
to reduce, reuse and recycle 
while conserving energy. 
We are doing this to support 
Earth Day. We do fun activi-
ties that have to do with recy-
cling and conserving such as 
making light switch energy 
saving plates, designing bro-
chures, and singing recycling 
songs. 

We also collaborate with 
other classes and teach them 
about “Get in the Scrap.” 
Believe it or not, “Get in the 
Scrap” was also done by chil-
dren during World War II. 

We encourage the commu-
nity to contribute to reduc-
ing energy, reusing items 
that can be used again, and 
most of all, the importance 
of recycling so we can keep 
our world clean and healthy.

Larkin Denton, Rebecca 
Meberg, Ian Patton, Jack 
Porter, Ben Smith, Adair 

Stanley, Elizabeth Stanley, 
Mani Webster, 
Duke Wolfson,

Chesapeake Academy, 
Irvington

‘Get in the Scrap’
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Vote for Rebecca Nunn for Kilmarnock Town Council on May 3rd.
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